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I give myselfI give myselfI give myselfI give myself    
 The Northern Stewardship Team 
Meeting is held once a month at Good 

Shepherd, our last meeting was Monday 

April 2oth. Pam Shotto, Emily Huber and 

I make up Good Shepherd’s S-Quad. “S” 

is for stewardship. Each month we, along 

with members from churches all across 
Northeastern Pennsylvania,  meet in the 

Vestry for a discussion group on a num-

ber of books. We have read and dis-

cussed, Giving to God by Mark Allan 

Powell, and Talking About God and 

Money A Series of Six Conversations for 

Small Groups by Ms. Teresa Parsons.  

 These books forces us to take a 

look at our own relationship to God. 

Faithful use of our time. talent, and 

treasure starts with a deep satisfying 

relationship with God, to whom we all 

belong. We all know that everything we 
have is a gift from God but we just don’t 

know how to give back to God, How much 

is enough?, what the bible really say?, 

and what should giving back look like in 

our everyday lives? Each of these books 

shows us the way to a better life and a 
better relationship with our money and 

with God.  

 In Money Isn’t/Is Everything, 

chapter 6 The Heart of the Matter,  there 

was one particular story that really hit 

home for me. “More than 150 years ago a 
young school teacher went to the little 

Pearl River Methodist Church and was 

moved by the missionary sermon. When 

the offering basket reached her pew, she 

put in a $10 bill and a note that said, “I 

give $10 and myself, Mary I. McClellan.” 

Ten dollars was a great deal 150 years 
ago, but over the years the gift of 

“herself” was far the greater. Soon after 

this, she married a Methodist pastor, 

James W. Lambuth, and went with him 

to China in 1853. From there, she organ-

ized several strong institutions: a famous 

orphanage for homeless children, a famous 
school for girls, the Women’s Methodist Foreign 

Missionary Society, and eventually Lambuth 

Bible School. With the gift of herself, she laid 

much of the foundation that carried Christian-

ity through the last few turbulent decades in 

Re China.”(i) 

 So what does Mary I. McClellan have 

to do with us at Good Shepherd 150 years 

later?. This story came 5 days before a busy 

weekend here at Good Shepherd, our semi an-

nual Pork and Sauerkraut dinner Saturday 

April 25th and the Seasons of Love Dinner 

Sunday April 26th. You see the people behind 
each of these very important events and the 

people behind all that goes on at Good Shep-

herd, like Mary I. McClellan have all put a note 

in the offering basket, “I give myself” and over 

the years the gift of myself” was far the greater. 

Look at how far we’ve come. Think about how 
much further we can go if each and everyone of 

you gave of yourself. We can help so many 

more. 

 You and I have only two things avail-

able to give God; ourselves and what we own. 

The next time the offering basket reaches your 
pew slip a note in there…... “I give my treasure 

and myself, (Enter your name here).”  

 Our next meeting is Wednesday June 

17th at 7pm in the parish hall at Good Shep-

herd. We will finish up Chapter 6 of Money Is-

n’t/Is Everything. If you would like a free copy 
of Money Isn’t/Is Everything contact the church 

office or call me at 570-587-0814. The book is 

currently out of print but the Diocese of Bethle-

hem has an arrangement with the author, Herb 

Miller to produce copies for distribution 

through out the diocese. 

 Refreshments are served. 

 (i) How to talk to Christians About Money, by W.A. 

Poovey. (Minneapolis: Augsburg Press, 1982, pp. 104-05 
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This months article is about one of the stained 

glass window, the Ascension. A fitting topic for the 

season. It too was created by Heaton, Bulter and 

Baynes. It is the biggest window and as beautifully 

detailed as the others stained glass windows in the 

church. The Ascension window is located on and 

dominates the west wall.  

It is best viewed when the afternoon sun shines 

through it. The window casts its color onto the buff 

limestone of the north wall. It is at this time the 

intricate detailing is revealed. The stained glass 

window was created of rich warm jewel tones re-

sembling velvet. Several of the robes have a very 

rich patterning to them. The ground is covered in 

lush mosses and ferns. The sky is of beautiful pur-

ples and blues. Jesus appears in the middle of the 

window ascending to heaven. Standing on the 

ground are the 11 disciples, five on one side six on 

the other. In the center panel are Mary, his mother, 

Mary Magdalene, and Salome. Jesus ascension into 

heaven is under the watchful eye of 6 angles, and 

35 cherubs. At the very peak of the window is a 

dove. It is truly a magnificent window worthy of a 

trip to see it. 

Across the bottom of the window it reads 

“Presented by Thomas E. Jones ~ 1913 Gloria Dei.” 

It was a gift of Thomas E. Jones, our church’s major 

benefactor. I stumbled upon the Jones tomb stone 

at Dunmore Cemetery researching my last “our 

house” article. If you had your nose in the church’s 

records as much as I do you would have come 

across the name Thomas E. Jones numerous times.  

His name appeared in my October 2008 “our house” 

article. “However before the dedication of the new 

church it was found an indebtedness of $13,500 in 

excess of the mortgage. This was generously paid 

by Benjamin Dummick, Valentine Bliss, Thomas E, 

Jones, and George G. Brooks….”(i) 

Not all members deaths were entered in church re-

cords so finding their burial site opened floodgates 

of information. I found my self at the Scranton li-

brary looking at another micro film of the Scranton 

Republican newspaper, the time Thursday January 

13, 1921. The article stated; 

“Well known local investor is dead.                     

Our house…..Our house…..Our house…..Our house…..    

Thomas E. Jones, Prominent bankers dies at home 

in Green Ridge.                                                      

Jones for many years a prominent banker of the 

city died yesterday afternoon at the family home 

“Fieldstone”, located at Adams Avenue & Green 

Ridge Street in the Green Ridge Section, Scranton. 

His death resulted from a complication of disease 

dating  back a little more than half a year ago. 

With Mr. Jones at the time of his death was his 

wife Louise Evelyn Wisner Jones and daughter 

Mrs. Claude A. Cubberlay of this city.”(ii) 

The article continued that he was survived by  a 

second daughter Mrs. Warren C. Graham of Over-

brook, PA.  a brother Edward S. Jones, and two 

sisters Miss Jeanette Jones and Mrs. Warren C. 

Graham . 

Mr. Jones was born in Carbondale February 21, 

(Continued on page 7) 
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unless we confront our humanity and recognize 

that we make mistakes, those regrets can turn 

into grudges and bitterness.  And, we certainly 

need to admit that we can’t undo the past – what’s 

done, is done, but there is always a new day, a new 

future ahead of us. 

 Well, Easter reminds us that Jesus also re-

deems misused time as he does all things.  Again, 

in the words of Joel, he “will restore to you the 

years which the swarming locust has eaten”.  Our 

years and times past may seem to have been eaten 

by locusts, but they were instead redeemed for 

God’s greater purposes. 

 “Alleluia! Christ is Risen!”  Jesus redeems 

all things, even time and how we live in and with 

it.  So, rejoice and be glad, for the Lord makes all 

things new. 

Peace to you and all your loved ones, 

       

 Canon Bill+ 

Dear People and Friends of 

Good Shepherd: 

  

CANO
N’S

 

CO
RNER 

 Perhaps, you have heard the saying, “We are 

Easter people living in a Good Friday world.”  Well, 

to a great extent, that’s true, since all of us, from 

time to time, experience all sorts of disappoint-

ments or other sadness in our lives, yet, we con-

tinue to remain hopeful and upbeat in our attitude 

knowing that we enjoy “new life” in God’s presence 

thanks to the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, 

Jesus Christ. 

 The Easter season also reminds me of a 

wonderful verse in Scripture from the book of Joel 

that says, “I will restore to you the years which the 

swarming locust has eaten” (2:25).  It’s an impor-

tant biblical message because it reminds us that 

Jesus also redeems misused time, just as we learn 

from the book of Revelation that God “makes all 

things new” (21:5). 

 If you’re like me and so many other folk, you 

probably have experienced some of life’s regrets, or 

what you might call life’s lost opportunities.  You 

know what I’m talking about; those moments in life 

when you wish you could have done something dif-

ferent, or, perhaps, you wish you hadn’t said some-

thing that might have hurt someone – times when 

you have said to yourself, if only I had done this or 

not done that; if only I had married John or Jane, 

instead of Matthew or Barbara; if only I had 

thought of that sooner, maybe I wouldn’t have cho-

sen this or that. 

 You see, we all wish we could turn the clock 

back and relive our lives in some other fashion or 

redo some of the choices we made in our lives.  

Yes…we all have regrets and regrets can hurt, and, 

 



 

PAGE 4 THE  SHEPHERD’S STAFF VOLUME 11 , I SSUE V  

Altar Flowers       $45.00                           

Pillars         $20.00   set of two   

         $60.00   for all pillars  

The Sanctuary Light  $15.00                           

The Bulletins       $12.00                                      

The Bulletins       $12.00 

If you wish to sponsor a memorial, please contact 

the parish office in advance of your chosen date. 

Thank you.                                    

I have a new email address. 

You can be reach me at  

jfeditorshepherdsstaff@gmail.com 

 

Church Happenings! 

 

Best wishes to all celebrating their 

Birthdays & Anniversaries this 

month! 

Log onto our website and look for Get 

Connected! box, picture right, fill in 

all the boxes, then sign up for the 

Shepherds Staff.     

Get Connected 

Church Website:                                                       

churchofthegoodshepherdscranton.org 

Fathers Day  Brochure……. 

Please add the name(s) of a father, grandfather, husband, or friend for Fathers Day. The price is $2.00 

per name to appear in the June 21 Fathers Day brochure. 

Deadline Monday June 15th. 

      Thank you for your continued support of the Church of the Good Shepherd. 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 Enclosed is my gift for  $________________ 

 In memory of:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 In honor of:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 A gift of:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Church of the Good Shepherd,                     

1780 N. Washington Ave, Scranton, PA 

18509 

You don’t have email, then give me a 

call at                                                   

570-587-0814 

THANK YOU……….. 
 We would like to take this opportunity  to thank those who have given memorial gifts recently. 

Your generosity has greatly helped with the beatifying of the church and grounds.  

 In addition to the new carpets, we received many necessary supplies and tools to help the sexton 

with this enormous task of maintaining our beautifull facility.. 

 Also many thanks for the positive feedback. Please continue to let us know how we are doing. It is 

greatly appreciated.     Sincerely,                                                                   

       Ethel Dougherty, Sexton                                                                                                      

       Tom Dougherty, Junior Warden 
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The mustard seed – smallest of the seeds on earth.  Yet when it is sown, it grows up and becomes the great-
est of all the shrubs, and serves others as a haven. Were our lives as stewards sown as small as the mustard 
seed, and have they grown and blossomed as we hear God’s voice, thank Him for His gifts, and seek to serve 
Him in others?  

Stewardship Reflections 

A note from the editor…….. 
I can’t believe this is my 9th issue of The Shepherd’s Staff. 

The time sure flies. I hope you have enjoyed the issues as 

much as I have enjoyed writing them.  

  

The Shepherd’s Staff newsletter only runs for ten months. 

Traditionally the months of June and July there are no 

Shepherd’s Staff newsletters so May is the last issue, at 

least for the summer. I will be back in your email or mailbox 

come August. 

  

This, however, does not mean I am taking a vacation from 

Good Shepherd. I will be working on a number of projects. 

Warren Shotto, Senior Warden, and I will be collaborating 

on a brochure for our church. This brochure will be used for 

marketing, to spread our mission throughout the commu-

nity, to be included in a Welcome Package for new mem-

bers, and for the visitors who walk thru our doors on Sun-

days,  

  

How about  Planting a Row for the Hungry. An article in the 

May 2009 issue of Country Living Magazine,  talks about the 

very thing as Sue with the review of Chicken Soup for the 

Gardener’s Soul.  

  

Don’t have a green thumb? Visit the Farmers Market, 

opens July 17th. Support your local farmer and pick up a 

few things for our Season’s of Love Dinners to share with 

our guests. They would love to have fresh, locally grown 

produce for their plates and flowers for their tables. 

 

We have a church group coming in this summer, for a 

week to do some work on the undercroft we need volun-

teers to help cook their meals for them. 

 

Where ever you go or what ever you do, remember that 

we continue to support our community with our mis-

sions throughout the summer. Traditionally summer is a 

lean time. So remember to support The Church of the 

Good Shepherd throughout the summer months 

  

  

Enjoy your summer, I’ll see you in church, 

Judie Ferree 

Chicken Soup for the Soul 
Pamela Matich and I love the Chicken Soup for the Soul se-

ries by Jack Canfield and Mark Victor Hansen. The books are 

all very inspiring, but our favorite is Chicken Soup for the 

Gardener’s Soul 101 Stories to Sow Love, Hope, and Laugh-

ter. Gardening is America’s favorite leisure activity and 

brings joy and many rewards, which the heartwarming sto-

ries attest to. Of particular interest was one written by Jeff 

Lowenfels. An encounter with a homeless man in Washing-

ton DC ultimately led him to start Plant a Row for the Hun-

gry. This program encourages every gardener in America 

(millions!) to plant one row in their garden for the hungry, 

giving it’s produce to local food banks, soup kitchens, etc. 

the program has grown and thrived, making a difference for 

millions of people threatened by hunger. 

I won’t have much time to read now that spring and 

Daylight Savings Time are here. I’ll be outside happily 

digging in my flower gardens after dinner, meeting God 

there. 

 

“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our  heads.” 

Henry David Thoreau. 

 

“From the earth we were formed, 

To the earth we return. 

And in between, we garden.”                                           

Nelson Eddy 

  

Submitted by Sue Price 
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Summer Fun! 
 Just because this is the last 

issue before summer begins, doesn’t mean that we 

are going on vacation, quite the contrary, actually. 

There will be lots of activity at Good Shepherd 

from June thru August. 

 The Sunday school teachers gave the chil-

dren a choice; they could take the summer off or 

continue each Sunday with more lessons. Surpris-

ingly, they voted to keep going! So parents, no re-

prieve, your kids want to keep coming to Summer 

Sunday School. Many thanks to Stephen and Ethel 

for keeping the kids engaged in learning and for 

volunteering their time to keep it going over the 

summer. This will be the first time in many years 

that Good Shepherd will hold weekly Sunday 

school during the summer months. 

 The next Seasons of Love dinner will be on 

May 31st at 2:00pm in the Parish Hall. So that 

work may begin in the undercroft and kitchen, we 

will not have another dinner until August. 

 On June 14th, Good Shepherd will be host-

ing the bishop’s annual clergy/spouse dinner. Not 

only are we hosting but we are catering the event 

as well. Another Good Shepherd first. The sit 

down dinner will feature an open bar, a choice of 

five entrees, soup, salad and dessert. All diocese of 

Bethlehem clergy and their spouses or partners 

are invited to attend by Bishop Paul and Diana 

Marshall. We are recruiting volunteers to help set 

up, serve and clean up. Any kind hearted soul 

wishing to help can call the church office and leave 

a message with Beckie or call Warren Shotto at 

963-5012. 

 As I mentioned earlier, work will continue 

in the undercroft over the summer as well. A bevy 

of electricians, floor refinishers, contractors and 

painters will be in and out helping to bring the 

clothing exchange and shelter to life thanks to the 

New Hope grant. The grant from the New Hope 

campaign will help use refurbish our facility so we 

can better serve the guests that come our Seasons 

of Love dinners.  

 Now more good news from New Hope! 

Pennsylvania, that is. We were recently contacted 

by Father Peter Pearson; rector at St. Phillip’s 

church in New Hope, PA, about bringing a group 

of people to work on a summer service program at 

Good Shepherd. The group from St. Phillip’s will be 

coming to Scranton on July 25th and will stay till 

the 31st. They will help us with projects in the un-

dercroft and the kitchen. We will be working on fin-

ishing up many projects so that we can continue 

Seasons of Love in August. The contingent from 

New Hope will be staying at the retreat center at 

Fatima and we will be providing lunch and dinner 

each day to our volunteers. If anyone wishes to help 

with the meals, and we hope you do, please contact 

Ethel Dougherty at 383-9315 or leave a message 

with Beckie at the office at 347-1760. 

 In addition to refurbishing and beautifying 

the inside of the church, we will be starting on the 

outside. Canon Warne reminded us at vestry, that 

the care and effort put into the outside of our prop-

erty is reflective of the care and effort we devote to 

church itself. So, to that end, the vestry has voted 

to purchase landscaping blocks to frame, protect 

and expand the planting beds and have offered to 

match contributions made toward the continued 

beautification of our grounds. Remember that the 

landscaping contains memorial gardens, so if you 

would like to donate to the cause, you may do so in 

a loved one’s memory. Please mark any donations 

to the attention of the memorial gardens and in-

clude the name or names of the people you like to 

honor with your check. If anyone is interested in 

helping with the landscaping, please contact Pam 

Shotto at 878-5003. 

 As always, thanks for your support all 

through the year. And remember that there are 

plenty of opportunities for people to volunteer this 

summer. Reflect on all that we are trying to do and 

give us a call and tell us how and where you’d like 

to help! 

 We may need a vacation at the end of the 

summer to recover from all this activity! So don’t 

take the summer off, spend it with Good Shepherd. 

Come and recharge yourselves so you can face the 

weeks ahead. But, if you are taking off for parts un-

known, please remember to send your pledges in 

over the summer months. The church’s obligations, 

like yours, don’t stop because school is out.  

 



 

1852. He was educated in the public schools of the 

Mid Valley and at Wyoming Seminary. Upon his 

graduation from the later he began his business 

career in 1873 as a clerk with Jones, Simpson & 

Company. He remained in active business until his 

illness confined him to his home last fall.  

Thomas E. Jones was a director and treasurer of 

the Blue Creek Coal & Land Company and direc-

tor and member of the executive staff of the Inter-

national Correspondence School and Allied Corpo-

rations. He also held similar positions with the 

Scranton Trust Company. 

For several years Thomas E. Jones served as 

president of the Pennsylvania Casualty Co. and 

was director of the First National Bank and 

Lackawanna Trust Co., the Insurance Water Com-

pany of Montrose, The Fentress Coal Company, 

and the Hebard Cypress Company. He was also a 

director and treasure of the Kanawna and West 

Virginia Railroad Company.  

“Mr. Jones was an active communicant at the 

Church of the Good Shepherd and had for many 

years served that congregation as vestryman. He 

was a member of the Scranton Club, Country 

Club, Engineers Club, And the Scranton lodge of 

Elks.” (i) 

Not only was he generous during life but also after 

death. The Thomas E. Jones trust was established 

after his death. The trust named Good Shepherd 

(Our house...Continued from page 2) 
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as well as a number of other churches in the diocese 

as beneficiaries.  We have been receiving small an-

nuities from his trust for close to ninety years.  

To learn more about leaving a memorial to The 

Church of the Good Shepherd contact the Senior 

Warden 

The Ascension window was damaged when the 

building settled. The tower settled away from the 

building pulling the wall with it. This created the 

crack you see today. The crack starts at the top of 

the west wall down to the window. It runs along the 

window until the crack reappears on the wall at the 

lower left hand corner of the window and continues 

to the undercroft. To compound the issue, trees 

were planted in front of the building presumably to 

hide the crack. As they grew trees concealed part of 

the window and the shade they gave allowed mois-

ture to build up and wind blown branches became a 

threat. Several years ago Vestry cut down the trees 

to prevent any further damage to the window.   

The Vestry has estimates for repairing the window. 

The church’s insurance will not cover the damage 

from settling so we are left to do this on our own.  If 

you would be interested in helping us preserve this 

window please contact the church. 

 

(i) W.B. Beach, Rector, Book of Remembrance.                                      

(ii)The Scranton Republican Tuesday January 13, 1921 

ADVERTISE HERE! 

Do you have a business?....need to get 

the word out about what you of-

fer?....want to get the most out of your 

advertising budget? 
 

To Advertise in the Shepherd’s Staff 

and on our website, Call Judie Ferree at      

570-587-0814.  

Do you have a photo album you would love to share 

with others? Have Ridgway’s create copies for you. 

It’s a great Mother’s Day gift. 



 

MAYMAYMAYMAY    

        

        

        

        

        

        

                    

JUNEJUNEJUNEJUNE    

            

JULYJULYJULYJULY    
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DATES TO REMEMBER…… 

1780 North Washington Ave. 
Scranton, PA 18509 

THE CHURCH OF TH E GOOD SH EPHER D 

Phone: 570-347-1760 
Fax: 570-347-3950 
E-mail: goodshepherdscr@verizon.net 

Serving Christ and others with open hearts, minds, and doors. 

  Good Shepherd’s Mission Statement 

♦ 3  CHURCH PERIODICAL CLUB SUNDAY 

♦ 10  MOTHERS DAY 

♦ 12  CLERGY DAY 

♦ 15  FAMILIES UNTIED DINNER 

♦ 20  PREP PLAYERS DINNER 

♦ 23  PREP FOOTBALL PARENTS SPONSOR FLEA  

  MARKET 

♦ 31  SEASONS OF LOVE DINNER 

 

♦ 14  CLERGY & SPOUSE DINNER 

 

♦ 25-31  VOLUNTEER TO MAKE LUNCHES AND DINNERS 

  


