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Diocese responds to one-two weather punch
BY CANON CHARLES CESARETTI

Communities and parishes across 
the diocese were recovering from the 
effects of Hurricane Irene, when Trop-
ical Storm Lee arrived pouring more 
than nine inches of rain on top of the 
already soaked area. Just as electric-
ity, telephone and cable service were 
restored, and basements were pumped 
out, the torrential rains began.

In the Wilkes-Barre/Kingston area, 
the ghost of Hurricane Agnes in ’72 
seemed to appear as 100 thousand 
people were ordered to evacuate. Calls 
went out to volunteers to lay sandbags 
on both sides of the Susquehanna Riv-
er to shore up the levees. To the great 
relief of residents the 42-foot high 
levees held – just. The Susquehanna 
River crested at 41.6’ and was held 
back by the concrete ornamentation 
on the levee top.

Upriver in Sayre, Athens, Troy, 
Towanda, and Tunkhannock, hun-
dreds of roads were flooded and 
closed.  The water moved quickly from 
already swollen creeks as low-lying 
areas became inundated. Basements 
filled with polluted water and sludge. 
Hardest hit were strip malls taking out 
many local food stores, denying resi-
dents food, water, and cleaning prod-
ucts. Church of the Redeemer, Sayre 
and Boy Scout Troop 4019 assisted 
the Bradford County ASPCA almost as 
soon as flooding receded by collecting 
over 800 pounds of dog food for pet 
owners and animal shelters.

In West Pittson, unprotected by le-
vees, boats were in use one block 
away from Trinity Church. Both bridg-
es in the community were compro-
mised. Water poured into the com-
munity from two directions trapping 
many residents on the second floors of 
their homes. “It was a miracle,” said 
Fr. John Major of Trinity, “that church 
and rectory were spared – by just one 
block!” However, when the water re-
ceded a trail of thick, sludgy river silt 
had been deposited everywhere. Ac-
cording to recent reports, 900 homes 
have been severely damaged in West 
Pittston alone. Most require replace-
ment of furnaces, hot water heaters, 
and installation of new electric wiring 
in the basement. 

In Towanda, upriver from West 
Pittston, the basement of Christ 
Church flooded. The local fire depart-
ment responded quickly and began 
pumping out water. Mo. Maureen 
Hipple began working with communi-
ty organizations to respond to the im-
mediate needs of those displaced by 
the flood, as well as those attempting 
to clean their homes. No major dam-
age has been reported in parish build-
ings along the Susquehanna  River in 
Bradford or Susquehanna counties.

Trinity Church, Athens, moved up 
their semi-annual clothing giveaway 
to September 17, where clothing for all 
ages was available, especially for those 
who lost everything in the floods.

Flooding was not limited to the 
Northern Tier. St. George’s, Heller-
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Flooding at Warren and Luzerne Avenue a block and a half from Trinity, West Pittston on 
the afternoon of Friday, September 9.

town, took both punches of Irene 
and Lee. Due to a sump pump fail-
ure, the finished basement flood-
ed twice. Parishioners responded 
quickly to the flooding of Irene with 
little damage to the building. How-
ever, during Tropical Storm Lee, the 
basement flooded further with no-
table loss. “We are praying for the 
many who have suffered far more 
than we have,” noted Fr. Jonathan Continued on page 8.

Mayo, rector of St. George’s.

Bishop Paul made funds 
available for immediate re-
sponse, and designated the 
offering from the upcom-
ing Diocesan Convention to 
long-term response in the 
wake of the flooding. He also 
appointed Mo. Hipple and 
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BY BISHOP PAUL MARSHALL

On behalf of the Episcopal Church 
in these fourteen counties of north-
east Pennsylvania, it is my privilege 
to welcome to this place the distin-
guished leaders of several Lehigh Val-
ley religious communities, and indeed 
all of you who are present at this mo-
ment of remembrance and hope.

It is, as each of us knows and feels, 
the anniversary of the vicious de-
struction of three thousand human 
lives ten years ago. Our worship to-
night beautifully brings the riches or 
our several traditions together to as-
sist us in the remembrance of those 
who have died. It expresses our con-
cern for those who still live with the 
burden of grief or injury. We also re-
member those whose efforts at rescue 
and recovery ten years ago have cost 
them and their loved ones dearly.

Our technology allows us to relive 
the disasters of 9/11 on our screens 
at the touch of a button or click of a 
mouse. That fact informs some, but it 
has also kept wounds open for many 
more victims than we might suspect, 
and we remember all of those who 
are imprisoned by horrible memories.

Yet the words said and sung here may 
not in the long run be as signifi cant as 
the very fact of our gathering together.  
Our presence enacts our wish to work 
together in a way that promotes a just 
peace in every place.  We meet not on 
the level of our strengths or our defens-
es, but on the level of our grief, on the 
level of our tears. When we risk being 
vulnerable in each other’s presence, 
healing can happen.

The title on your leafl et is “Re-
membrance and Hope.” Remem-
brance and grief are well expressed 
in this worship service. We may 
have differing notions of what it 
means to remember the departed 
before Heaven and to ask the Cre-
ator to remember the dead. But 
surely we agree that to some degree 
the aspect of hope is left up to us 
to accomplish. I want to say a brief 
word about making way for hope.

This is hardly the occasion to 
say anything new, but I will try to 
put what we already know, and 
perhaps feel, into some kind of 
structured refl ection. I hope I do 
so humbly and  carefully.

The fi rst hopeful observation is that 
tonight we suspend or at least tran-
scend our reservations about those 
whom we perhaps sometimes pre-
sume to categorize as “other.” What 
we can do today we can do tomorrow, 
if we want to. Tonight we suspend or 
transcend our reservations because, 
as Rabbi Jonathan Sacks has said, 
while we may not share a single faith 
we certainly share a single fate. Only 
a change in all of us at the cellular 
level can avoid that devastating fate.

There have been, as there always 
are, people who wish to mitigate 
the evil of 9/11 through a version of 
“understanding” the perpetrators. 
I fi nd that abhorrent. The idea that 
if one has suffered enough one has 
license to be a monster must be re-
jected out of hand. What moral au-
thority organized religion has left 
must, I think, say that clearly.

The sad truth that concerns us as 
religious people is that 9/11 hap-
pened because an evil man used re-
ligious language to foster in alienat-
ed and angry people a hatred cold, 
vicious, and refi ned enough for them 
to murder three thousand human 
beings without warning or opportu-
nity to defend themselves.

We who uphold spiritual values 
must confront in our fellow believ-
ers such a misuse of religion if there 
is to be hope for the world. It is for 
each of us to ask how much and 
how often we have confronted the 
extremists in our own communities. 
How often do we give bad behavior 
a pass because we do not wish to 
be seen as critical of our own side—
and the others are looking?

There are followers of every religion 
I have encountered who have used re-
ligious language and religious loyalties 
to instill attitudes or even incite deeds 
that defy the will of the One who called 
Abram so that all the world might fi nd 
a blessing. We must forbid that defi -
ance of Heaven—not among others, but 
among our co-religionists. I speak not 
of old-fashioned brotherhood or toler-
ance, of even King Empathy itself, but of 
the survival of our species.

If there is to be a future, it be-
longs to our children. In that regard 
I report that I am essentially a city 
boy, and have been around long 

enough to know that every religious 
group—and lots of religious sub-
groups—have words of casual dis-
tain for those who are not like them. 
Our words shape our thinking. Does 
training for hatred start as our chil-
dren hear these expressions that are 
so much a part of many vocabular-
ies? Can we live without them? Do 
we want to live without them?

I know a country girl whose earli-
est memory of seeing a black man is 
neurologically fused with her experi-
ence of her mother clutching her hand 
somewhat desperately as the stranger 
approached. What might have come 
from such an experience? Again, I am 
not interested at this moment in good 
feelings, but in survival.

In the interest of survival there is 
a need for every group and nation to 
cease rationalizing their own behav-
ior or the behavior of those they sup-
port while condemning the same acts 
when others do them. Can we who 
lead religious groups, while surely de-
crying the evils we see, also root out 
in ourselves all that degrades others? 
Can we root out   all that external-
izes blames and projects our negativ-
ity onto others? And here our various 
groups very much need each other’s 
feedback, as diffi cult as it may be to 
offer or to hear it. What is a casual 
remark in one vocabulary may be a 
grave insult in another.

We who bear, preserve, and hand 
on religious traditions have a very 
heavy responsibility in this regard. 
Religion by its nature touches and 
moves parts of us that are not entirely 
rational, not even conscious, and this 
can be a very good thing. Spiritual 
practices require a deliberate regres-
sion, just as art and music do, if we 
are to experience meaning deeply. It is 
because people come to religious mo-
ments in a regressed state that they 
are open to the sublime.

They are also open to demagoguery 
and hatred in those moments. They 
are especially vulnerable if they are 
afraid, or wounded, or if the speaker 
has some powerful slogans. If there 
is to be hope, those of us who lead 
or teach or infl uence religious institu-
tions must remember the vulnerabil-
ity of those who hear us and frame 
our words very carefully. A student 
once said to a professor that “with a 

little work you could be a mesmeriz-
ing speaker.” The professor told him 
that he worked even harder not to be 
mesmerizing. Our religious discourse 
ought never deprive our hearers of 
the ability to make moral and ethical 
judgments on their own, to say, “Hey, 
this is wrong.”

Just one more point. When I was a 
student back in the 60s, it was the poli-
tics of the left that was very critical and 
rejecting of the state. At this moment it 
seems that the right is having that ex-
perience. I don’t take a side here, but 
point out that everyone is capable of 
an attitude of alienation from their own 
country. The prophet Jeremiah, whom 
our several traditions all revere, had a 
word about that. To captives and exiles 
who had every reason to be bad citi-
zens, he wrote: “But seek the welfare of 
the city where I have sent you into exile, 
and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for 
in its welfare you will fi nd your welfare.”

In its welfare you will fi nd your 
welfare. I don’t expect to live long 
enough to see them teaching Civics 
again to high school students, and 
that is a pity. We must do it. We need 
to teach by word and example the 
values of community, the respon-
sibilities of citizenship, the impor-
tance of fair play, and respect for the 
potential that lies in every human 
being. Actively seeking the good of 
humanity right where we live defi es 
narcissism, greed, and hatred--and 
opens the path to peace.  That is 
a hope worth pursuing if we are to 
survive and our children to thrive.

Editor’s note: Bishop Paul preached this 
sermon September 11 at the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity’s Interfaith service.

Interfaith sermon of remembrance and hope
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BY ARCHDEACON HOWARD STRINGFELLOW

It’s more valuable than my cell 
phone (contacts, calendar, and 
communication). Its information 
is more reliable than that on my 
computer. I would be lost with-
out it. I have given it away and 
take it with me wherever I go. I 
have used it on an airplane in 
the middle of the night, in my car 
before a meeting, in great cathe-
drals, and in my favorite chair.

I refer (of course) to the Con-
temporary Office Book (New York: 
Church Publishing, 2000; $140), 
that single volume and 2884 page 
repository of all things necessary 
to offer The Daily Office in Rite 
Two using the New Revised Stan-
dard Version of the scriptures. Its 
name comes from the Latin word 
officium, meaning duty or service.  
This service is and is not a duty.

Today’s Old Testament reading 
(I Kings 16:23-34) gives us the 
entire scriptural account of Omri, 

King of Israel, whose name means 
worshipper of Yahweh. But Omri is 
important for another reason. The 
scriptures say that he “did what 
was evil in the sight of the LORD,” 
but they overlook his quelling of 
a rebellion and his might shown 
in capability both abroad and at 
home. He was one of the greatest 
kings of Israel. I came by this ex-
tra knowledge innocently: a Bible 
professor I had in seminary wrote 
his dissertation on Omri.

But I have come to see that noth-
ing about the scriptures and the 
daily prayers is irrelevant to my 
daily round cellular activity: con-
tacts, calendar events, and com-
munication. In fact, the scriptures 
and the daily prayers give to me 
and reinforce in me an important 
meaning lying behind the events.  
We are God’s, and we remain 
God’s despite what we do. And, 
at times, we even answer our call-
ing to do God’s will. Even old Omri 
reminds me that we all have a 

double story, the one that is writ-
ten down and the one that defies 
writing, the one that’s harder or 
more inconvenient to see. We all 
pray that God’s will be done, and 
occasionally we actually do it.

For the scriptures tell our story, 
too. We find duplicated in us the 
events and the emotions of the peo-
ple of Israel through the ages.  And 
we find, too, that place where we 
can trust in God’s loving-kindness 
and mercy. Over and over we are 
called to that trust and to commit to 
that relationship so that it is as firm 
for our part as it is for God’s part.

I’ve said it in sermons precisely 
because I believe it. When Jesus 
speaks in the proclamation of the 
Gospel for the day, he speaks and 
is present to all his hearers not 
only those of two thousand years 
ago. He speaks to you and to me, 
and to the situation of our lives.

And so I carry the Office Book 
with me and use it though I think 

of it more as a breviary, a collec-
tion of those short readings that 
give to me and remind me of the 
deeper meaning, and open the 
door of eternity. To me it’s very 
like Jacob’s Ladder, stretching to 
heaven and declaring God’s prom-
ise: “Know that I am with you and 
will keep you wherever you go” 
(Genesis 28:15). I’ll take it over a 
cell phone any day.

The Office book

Trinity and St. Philip’s, Lansford final celebration
BY BISHOP JACK CRONEBERGER

More than 30 years ago, the 
Episcopal Church brought forth 
a “new” prayer book. Accompa-
nying the Prayer Book is a three-
year lectionary providing scripture 
readings for each public worship 
service. Over the course of three 
years, large portions of the Old 
and New Testaments will be read. 
Today’s readings from Exodus, Ro-
mans, and Matthew are those ap-
pointed by the lectionary. In oth-
er words, we didn’t choose these 
readings for today...they chose us.

The Exodus reading is about 
God speaking to Moses and Aaron 
concerning the Passover; about 
how important it is, and about the 
specific requirements for a proper 
Passover. A line in the midst of the 
reading which might otherwise es-
cape our notice, jumps out at us in 
the light of our current situation. If 
a household is too small for the whole 
lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor 
in obtaining one. We are here today 
to celebrate the history and life of 
this community and then to en-
courage opportunities to join with 
neighbors to faithfully celebrate 
the feast of the risen Christ.

Within the Christian community  
we proclaim that Christ our   pass-
over is sacrificed for us, and we 
are called to keep the feast.  In-
deed we are called to continue in 
the Apostles’ teaching and fellow-
ship, in the breaking of the bread, 

and in the prayers; and all of that 
is to be done in the context of good 
stewardship; a proper stewardship 
of the resources which God has 
entrusted to us.

The Gospel passage from Mat-
thew is about sin, and forgive-
ness and reconciliation. Jesus 
is reminding his disciples about 
the sinful nature of an imperfect 
Church which finds its wholeness 
by the grace of God...and makes 
us worthy to stand before God. 

A story is told of a couple of 
newly-weds and the noticeable 
change in their relationship early 
in their marriage: a comment is 
made; an exception taken;  the 
temperature rises; and one of the 
combatants flees to the upstairs, 
waiting for the spouse to capitu-
late. On one particular occasion, 
the bride ran upstairs and flopped 
on the bed, waiting for the groom 
to come and apologize. After an 
unusually long period of time,the 
anxious bride came downstairs, 
only to discover the groom writ-
ing feverishly  on a note pad. 

The distraught bride said, “John, 
what are you doing?” John replied, 
“Well, if you must know, I am 
making a list of all the things you 
do that make me angry,”  “Why 
John,” replied the bride, “I didn’t 
know you too have a list!” Times 
of transition can well be opportu-
nities for reconciliation and new 
beginnings.

A few years ago one of my 
daughters was going through a 
prickly patch in her life. In the 
sharing of a conversation, my 
daughter said “Dad, you never 
thought we listened to all those 
sermons you preached ...Well we 
did and I am going to take your ad-
vice. You said in a sermon...OWE 
NO ONE ANYTHING...so, starting 
right now, I will owe nobody”.  I 
smiled and said, “Amber, you lis-
tened to the first half of the verse 
from Romans, but you missed the 
punch line, Owe no one anything but 
to love one another.”

Armed with the certainty of 
God’s love for us, let us move into 
some new chapters of our journey, 
striving to love one another. 

Editor’s note: Bishop Jack preached this 
sermon September 4 at Trinity and St. Phil-
ip’s final service.

D i o c e s a n 
Convention Info
October 7-8, 2011
Registration is now open: 
www.diobeth.org

All delegates and clergy should have 
received their pre-convention pack-
age and be registered by now. If you 
have questions or difficulties, please 
contact Rosie Hummel, 610-691-5655, 
ext. 235.

The following resolutions will be dis-
cussed at the Pre-Convention Meet-
ings and be voted on at Convention: 

Resolution A: Resolution on the 
Budget of the Diocese of Bethlehem

Resolution B: Resolution of the 
Personnel Committee Regarding 
the 2012 Salary Schedule

Resolution C: To Establish a Plan 
of Action for Relief for the Home-
less and Poor in Our Society

Resolution D: Building Rela-
tionships with the Muslim-
American Community.

You can download the text from the 
blog here: http://diobeth.typepad.
com/diobeth_newspin/2011/09/dioc-
esan-convention-resolutions.html

Pre-Convention meetings are sched-
uled as follows:

September 27, St. Alban’s, Sinking 
Spring     7:00 P.M.

September 29, Church of the Epiph-
any, Clarks Summit    7:00 P.M.

October 4, Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem    7:00 P.M.
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BY JANINE UNGVARSKY

In the spirit of our diocesan 
mission to “tell what you have 
seen and heard,” I’d like to share 
some of the things seen and 
heard as the Luzerne County 
Episcopal churches joined forces 
once again for Project: Presence 
at the 2011 Luzerne County Fair.

The fair opened Wednesday 
with pounding rain that kept 
away the crowds and sent us all 
home early. Thursday was worse 
as flooding threatened a large 
section of the county and closed 
the fair. I didn’t have much hope 
for Project: Presence as I evacu-
ated my West Pittston apartment 
Thursday afternoon, with the 
Susquehanna River swollen to 
within two blocks of Trinity.

I admit I was surprised when 
I checked the fair web site and 
learned the fair was going to 
open Friday “in response to nu-
merous requests.” This made 
some sense, considering the 
fairgrounds are located in an 
area not subject to river flood-
ing and easily accessible via 
the Cross Valley Expressway for 
many of the other areas where 
evacuees sought higher ground.   
Though I had doubts about the 
turnout, I decided to open the 
booth and invite volunteers who 
could safely do so to join me.

That first evening, as I handed 
a helium balloon to a little boy, 
I noticed a tear in his mother’s 
eye.  The little guy was laugh-
ing big belly laughs as the bal-
loon bobbed over his head in 
response to every move of his 
hand. His mom said she was so 
happy to see him relaxed and not 
crying or fussing for the first time 

all day.  She con-
fided that they were 
forced to evacuate 
their home in Hard-
ing, one of the areas 
hit hard by flooding. 
They were staying 
in a relative’s home 
crowded with other 
family members also 
fleeing the flood. 
This young mother 
said she needed to 
get her rambunc-
tious toddler out of 
cramped quarters 
and needed to think 
about something 
besides the flood.  
She talked and I lis-
tened, until her son 
decided he needed 
to be on the move 
again, and I couldn’t 
help but smile when 
I saw both mother 
and child were gig-
gling over the way 
the balloon bounced 
off her shoulder.

Versions of that woman’s 
situation were repeated over 
and over as people who hoped 
the levee would hold and those 
who already knew their homes 
had been devastated visited 
our booth. 

There was the woman whose 
family was forced to evacu-
ate their Kingston home. She 
brought her two tween-aged kids 
to the fair to stave off worry over 
her husband and older son, who 
went to West Pittston to help 
friends and were trapped on the 
second floor of the friends’ home 
by flood waters. She knew they 
were safe but said, “We just can’t 

sit in the house watching the 
endless flood coverage and wor-
rying anymore.” Then there was 
the man who said he decided 
to come and watch some of the 
fair’s live entertainment while 
he waited for the evacuation or-
der to be lifted because he knew 
gutting and repairing his flooded 
home would take up most of his 
free time for months to come. 

Some of the most interest-
ing moments came as people 
were talking to those of us from 
Trinity wearing red polo shirts 
embroidered with the Episco-
pal shield and the words “Trin-
ity Episcopal Church West 
Pittston.” Many read the shirts 
and were surprised that we 
were there. “You’re from West 
Pittston,” one woman said, 
“And you’re here to talk to us 
and give all this stuff away?  I’d 
be too worried to think about 
anyone else if it was me.” Oth-
ers made similar comments, 
providing wonderful opportuni-
ties for us to share the reason 
for our hope and bear witness 
to the strength to be found in a 
life of faith.

We gave out almost 1,000 
balloons in three days—about 
twice the number given out over 
the five days of the 2010 fair—
along with hundreds of “Jesus 
Loves Me” kazoos that raised a 
joyful noise throughout the fair-
grounds. We handed out loads 
of candy and shared informa-
tion on the services and out-
reaches at our parishes. But I 

think the most significant thing 
we did in that flood-shortened 
fair was to bring some small 
respite to fair attendees wea-
ried by fear and stress by being 
there with open hearts to listen, 
comfort and share a prayer.  

Our goal was simple: to be 
a presence at the fair, to let 
people know that the Episco-
pal Church welcomes them and 
is there for them. It may seem 
strange to go forward with that 
goal in the midst of a natural 
disaster, especially one that hit 
so close to home for many of us, 
but what better way for us to 
make our point than to be there 
in the midst of sorrow, loss and 
fear, sharing our reason for 
hope? Thanks to the efforts of 
my co-chair, Matt Stretanski, 
as well as Fr. John and Sandy 
Major, Debra and Larry Keller-
man, Shane and Annie Sonday 
and Charlie Warwick as well as 
all the volunteers from Prince 
of Peace, Dallas; St. Stephen’s, 
Wilkes-Barre; Grace, Kings-
ton; St. Clement’s & St. Peter’s, 
Wilkes-Barre; and Trinity, West 
Pittston who were able to make 
it to the fair, I believe we ac-
complished our goal. Please 
join me in praying that those 
that we touched with our pres-
ence will find the peace and joy 
that comes from spending time 
in the presence of our God.

Editor’s note: Janine Ungvarsky 
was this year’s Project: Presence 
co-coordinator and is a member of 
Trinity, West Pittston.

Project: Presence - Episcopalians at the fair

PHOTO BY DEBRA KELLERMAN

Balloons adorn the Project: Presence booth at the Luzerne County fair despite bad weather.

PHOTO BY DEBRA KELLERMAN

A father smiles as his girls scope out the goodies at the Project: Presence table.
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Pay it forward
BY JOE JACKLOSKI

There is a news blog called Reddit 
which my son reads constantly. He 
recently became interested in bicy-
cling, so he dug out my old all terrain 
bike and began refurbishing it with 
the goal of riding it in the American 
Cancer Society Enduro Ride. Since 
my knowledge of the “hot setup” in  
bikes ended over 30 years ago, I was 
limited to helping him make it road 
worthy (no grease monkey like and 
old grease monkey).

In order to learn about bicycles 
he went to a Reddit bike forum, 
where he asked questions about 
how to turn this bike into a road 
warrior. All kinds of advice was 
given, most of it useful.

But there was one unbelievable 
act of kindness by a person named 
Brian Blasius from Marietta Geor-
gia, whom my son has never met.

They were discussing what sort 
to of tires would be appropriate for 
the bike, when Brian said, “Pick 
out a pair tires, so long as they are 
less than fifty dollars each, I’ll buy 
them for you.” My son, a cynic like 
his old man, said “Yeah, what’s the 
catch?” Brian said, “You have to pay 
it forward. If you meet a person who 
needs help, figure out how you can 
help, and do so, no strings attached. 
As I said, pay it forward.”

Well, my son, being a little more 
trusting than me, said,  “I’ll bite, tell 
me what you want to me do.”   Brian 
said “Pick out tires, less than $50.00 

each, and give me you address. And 
remember, pay it forward.”

Well a UPS package arrived 
from Bike Tires Direct, Portland 
Oregon,  and inside were two Mi-
chelin city tires, and two Conti-
nental tubes worth $74.00. With 
shipping the bill was $86.00, and 
it was absolutely free.

Since this happened, I got a little 
back story on Brian Blasius. He  had 
a really bad accident on his bicycle 
because of faulty equipment and  
vowed not to let that happened to 
another person, so he bought the 
tires “paying it forward” as it were. 
He asked my son to do the same.

Well, Andrew rode in the En-
duro, and despite a stripped out  
pedal at the 26 mile mark, he rode 
one-legged and finished the 36 
mile event raising  $300.00 for the 
American Cancer Society,  but fac-
ing hefty bill for a new crankset.

We took the bike to a local bike 
shop, Wheel Fun,  and after a lot 
of effort  the owner replaced the 
crank set and bearings for less 
than $75.00; about half the going 
rate. My son was ecstatic.

The other evening he went riding 
to keep in shape, and got a major 
flat about four miles from home. 
With impending darkness he called 
me and I took his little boxy Scion 
Xb to pick him up. He was too tired 
and anxious to take the bike out of 
the car, so he locked it in, or so he 
thought. The following morning, he 

found the glove compartment of his 
car rifled, looked in the back and 
discovered the bike was gone.

We did all the usual things; re-
ported the theft  to the police, called 
the local bike and pawn shops, but 
figured it was pretty much a lost 
cause. Andrew was really bummed. 
He had hoped to use this bike until 
he could afford to buy a new GT 
Traffic bicycle.

When he went to work, his su-
pervisor Bruce said, “Why so 
glum?” Andrew told his story.  

Bruce disappeared only to return 
with $450.00 cash. He said, “I 
know you try to use your bike to 
do good.  This should help you get 
another. Enjoy.”  

I am flabbergasted.  I cannot be-
lieve the intense lows my son has 
endured ameliorated by the simple 
act of someone paying it forward. 
Imagine what a world it would be if  
you and I did the same.

Editor’s Note: Joe Jackloski is a 
member of Grace Church, Kingston.

BY LAURA I. CHEGWIDDEN

The younger Sunday School 
classes at the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity in Bethlehem 
learned about mission by con-
tributing to the “$$$ for Fabric” 
project. Guided by teachers Bar-
bara Iannelli (grades 1 and 2) and 
Pam Bayliss (grades 3 and 4), the 
students worked on the ECW’s 
project to raise funds for fabric 
for school uniforms in Kajo Keji 
that all parishes have been asked 
to support. The Nativity Sun-
day School staff pledged to help 
their students understand the 
principles of reaching out to the 
children enrolled in the five New 
Hope primary schools in the Dio-
cese of Kajo Keji. Sunday School 
contributions and funds donated 
by diocesan parishes will be pre-
sented at Diocesan Convention.  

The fabric is purchased region-
ally, and the uniforms are as-
sembled by the Bethlehem Tai-
lor’s Training Center (BTTC) in 

the Diocese of Kajo Keji.  

“$$$ for Fabric” seeks donations 
of $5 per meter of fabric. Two me-
ters of fabric are required for each 
uniform.  Please consider generous 
donations for the Diocesan Conven-
tion in-gathering from all parishes.

Checks from individuals are pay-
able to: Diocesan ECW, Memo line: 
Student Uniform Fabric and please 
include your parish name. Please 
mail all funds to: Martha Fox, Di-
ocesan ECW Treasurer, 4465 Farm 
Dr., Allentown, PA 18104.

Nativity supports $$$ for Fabric

PHOTO BY KAT LEHMAN

PHOTO BY JOE JACKLOSKI

Andrew with his new GT Traffic bicycle courtesy of Bruce who “paid it forward” for Andrew.

Barbara Iannelli with Laura Chegwidden in front of the “$$$ for Fabric” bulletin board near 
the Sunday School classrooms at Nativity, Bethlehem.

Body of Christ
The Church 15 years from now will 
look very different from what we 
see today.  Yet we know that God’s 
Church will survive, that is certain.

If there is anything I know, it is that 
being a follower of Jesus means three 
things:  to love and worship God; to 
love, care and pray for each other; and 
to be the Body of Christ in the world.  
Most parishes do the first two very well 
but not too many have a local ministry 
that they can offer to their community 
and God as the “Body of Christ.”

I stress the need for local ministry 
over and over because I believe the 
only way we will be inspired to invite 
others to join us – especially young 
seekers - is if we are passionate about 
our faith.  To me, hands-on ministry 
makes us passionate. We EACH have 
a ministry as members of the Body of 
Christ. Pray about what your gifts are. 
Pray about how you can help Jesus 
build God’s Kingdom.

Editor’s note: Craig Sweeney is the Rector of 
Church of the Ephiphany, Clarks Summit.

Continued from page 8.



BY CANON ANNE KITCH

One day this past summer, in a 
fit of “spring cleaning”, my ado-
lescent daughter and I tackled the 
family room closet. Out came every-
thing: games, puzzles, art materials, 
books, forgotten projects. We sorted 
through it all, making piles—what 
we were going to keep, what needed 
to be sent to the recycling bin, what 
we could give away to some young-
er children that we know. As the 
give-away pile became larger, I felt 
a twinge of sadness. While I wasn’t 
paying attention, both my daugh-
ters had matured. 

For years the closet had contained 
materials for making valentines 
and home-made greeting cards. 
But along with the tinker toys and 
bouncy balls, these items no lon-
ger held interest for my offspring. 
As we prepared a bag of goodies 
that would be gratefully received by 
friends, I grieved. It was no longer 
part of my role to keep the “paper 
drawer” supplied with stickers and 
colorful scraps. Now it was the 
home of neatly stacked college-

ruled binder paper and pocket fold-
ers. As my children left a treasured 
childhood activity behind, so I also 
had to let that part of my mothering 
go. Parenting is a constantly adap-
tive activity.

Sometimes we can confuse being 
a parent with parenting.  But they 
are distinct. Expressing a desire to 
have a child is different from ex-
pressing a desire to be a mother or a 
father.  The Episcopal tradition hon-
ors this distinction; thus the Book 
of Common Prayer speaks not only 
about “when it is God’s will, the 
procreation of children,” but also 
of “their nurture in the knowledge 
and love of the Lord.” (BCP p. 423). 
If there are to be children, there is 
also to be nurture. Whether people 
become parents through adoption, 
birth or circumstance, parenting 
occupies an important role in the 
Christian life.

Becoming a mother or a father 
can be joyful, overwhelming and 
intimidating all at the same time. 
The continually shifting sands of 
parenting can be exhausting and 

exhilarating. As with all things 
that we strive for as Christians, 
parenting is not left to us alone. 
Parents are encouraged to seek 
and depend on the grace of God. 
In the same breath that we honor 
the gift of children, we also ask for 
God’s help in raising them: 

Bestow on them, if it is your 
will, the gift and heritage of 
children, and the grace to 
bring them up to know you, 
to love you, and to serve you. 
(BCP p. 429)

This process of “bringing them 
up” is never a once and done 
thing.  Just when you figure out 
how best to sooth your infant to 
sleep, he begins to teethe and the 
entire game plan has to change. 
Children grow and mature. Par-
ents grow and mature as well. The 
changing landscape of parenting 
includes grief as we experience 
the loss of what we know about 
our children as well as treasured 
and familiar patterns of our par-
enting. We can hold on to these 
treasured ideals, and hamper our 

ability to see who our children are 
becoming, or we can explore the 
new landscape our offspring in-
habit and allow them to teach us 
about it. This same dynamic is at 
play as we strive to raise children 
to know, love and serve God.

Editor’s note: This is part one 
of a three part series on Christian 
parenting. Look for part two, “Rais-
ing Children in the Faith”, in next 
month’s issue.
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The gift and heritage of children

Finding your voice:
Renewal Assembly III, November 12

How do your find your voice to 
share your faith, connect, and inspire 
people? Bishop Michael Curry ad-
dressed this question at the workshop 
sponsored by the diocesan evange-
lism and stewardship Committees.  

Stephen Covey, noted author and 
Doctor of Religious Education, has 
written “your voice lies in the po-
tential that was bequeathed to you 
at birth.” Each person must open 
these gifts and learn how to tap into 
the talents that fuel your passion – 
therein lies your voice, your calling, 
your soul’s yearning.

On Saturday, November 12, from 
9:00 AM – 1:30 PM, the Diocese of 
Bethlehem will gather for the third 
Renewal Assembly at eight host 
sites to explore this question. The 
day’s organizing theme will be:  
Finding Your Voice. The schedule for 
the day continues the pattern used 
in previous assemblies:  viewing of 
a special video, small group discus-
sions, and time for prayer.  

The eight sites will be: Christ 
Church, Towanda; St. Mark’s, New 
Milford; St. Luke’s, Scranton; Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre; St. John’s, 
Palmerton; Trinity Church, Easton; 
St. Andrew’s, Allentown; and, St. 
Alban’s, Sinking Spring.

The Risks to Opportunity (R2O) 
report to the 2010 diocesan conven-
tion put forward a process for con-

gregational renewal. It suggested 
that the process should:

• strengthen and encourage all 
parishes, especially those that have 
exhibited vitality;

• inspire and provide tangible re-
sources to those congregations; and,

• provide self-realization and even-
tuality to those congregations that have 
lost all sense of purpose or vitality.

Registration is now open on www.
diobeth.org. The registration is 
found by clicking on “Register for 
Diocesan Event” on the right col-
umn of the homepage. Registration 
closes on October 31.  All registrants 
will be assigned to the most appro-
priate host site.

Re:create
BY ELLYN SIFTAR

The new blog for youth and 
young adults in the diocese is 
called re:create. Maybe you’re 
wondering about the name? Well, 
we are all created in the image of 
God, but sometimes we forget who 
we are. Maybe we get pulled in the 
direction of our insecurities or our 
fears. Jesus steps in and causes us 
to recognize who we are meant to 
be and helps us to have the cour-
age to be that person. He helps us 
to discover what is beautiful and 
unique about ourselves and trans-
forms, or recreates, our very be-
ing.  So, to re:create is to have a 
metamorphosis, “to be created 
again”, or to encounter spiritual 
change. But to recreate also can 
mean having fun. It’s about mak-
ing friends and becoming a caring 
community through shared par-
ticipation in recreation.

Since recreation is more fun with 
friends, the blog is not meant to be 
me talking to myself because, let’s 

face it, that’s boring for me and for 
you. It’s a conversation and you 
can join in. Let me know what’s 
going on in your life at church, 
at school, or in your free time.  I 
will post [appropriate] pictures (if 
you send them to me), questions 
(when you send them to me) and 
musings (should you be willing 
to share those) and we’ll go from 
there. 

You can find the blog here: http://
diobeth.typepad.com/recreate/

Happy re-creation!
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October

Oct. 1: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 10:00 A.M.

Oct. 1: First Saturday Giant Neigh-
borhood Yard Sales, Trinity, West 
Pittston. 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.  The 
Every First Saturday sales run  from 
May-October with at least 30-40+ 
vendors and hundreds of the regions 
neighbors stopping to browse, shop 
and enjoy our “famous” chili dogs.

Oct. 2: Bishop Paul, St. Mark’s, New 
Milford

Oct. 2: Youth Council Meeting, Trinity, 
Mt. Pocono 1:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.

Oct. 2: St. Francis Evensong and Blessing 
of Pets, Nativity, Bethlehem 5:00 P.M.

Oct. 3: Standing Committee Meet-
ing, Diocesan House 2:00 P.M.

Oct. 4: Pre-Convention Meeting, 
Nativity, Bethlehem 7:00 P.M.

Oct. 4: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s Sinking Spring

Oct. 6: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, 
Bethlehem

Oct. 7-8: Diocesan Convention, Na-
tivity, Bethlehem. Registration and 
all details can be found online at 
www.diobeth.org.

Oct. 8: Community Yard Sale, Prince 
of Peace, Dallas 8:00 A.M. to 2:00 
P.M. Rain or shine. Tables are $10 for 
outside and $15 for inside. Call the 
church office phone 570.675.1723 
to reserve your space.

Oct. 9: Bishop Jack, Grace, Allentown

Oct. 10: Evangelism Committee 
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.

Oct. 11: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.

Oct. 11: Archdeacon’s Visit, Christ, 
Indian Orchard 6:00 P.M.

Oct. 13-15: St. Andrew’s Fall Festi-
val, St. Andrew’s, Bethlehem

Oct. 16: North Parish Dinner Theater, 
Christ, Frackville 5:00 P.M. Details to 
follow.

Oct. 18: Souper Day for New Betha-
ny, Candlelight Inn, 12:00 P.M.

Oct. 18: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre

Oct. 18: Archdeacon’s Visit, St. 
John’s, Palmerton 6:00 P.M.

Oct. 20: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4, 
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall

Oct. 22: Journey to Adulthood Lead-
er Training, Nativity, Bethlehem 8:30 
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. For more informa-
tion, please call Anne Mickus, Mis-
sioner for Children and Youth For-
mation at Nativity, 610-865-0727.

Oct. 22: Daughters of the King An-
nual Meeting, St. Luke’s, Scranton 
9:30 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Oct. 22: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 10:00 A.M.

Oct. 23: Bishop Paul, Christ, Indian 
Orchard

Oct. 23: Bishop Jack, St. John’s, Palmerton

Oct. 24: Congregational Renewal 
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.

Oct. 25: PA Council of Churches 
100th Anniversary, Camp Hill, PA 
10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Oct. 25: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ, 
Towanda 3:00 P.M.

Oct. 25: Archdeacon’s Visit, St. 
Luke’s, Lebanon 6:00 P.M.

Oct. 29: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 10:00 A.M.

Oct. 30: Bishop Paul, All Saints, Lehighton

November

Nov. 1: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy 
Cross, Wilkes-Barre

Nov. 1: Deacon Ordination, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 7:00 P.M.

Nov. 3: Clergy Day with John Brown, 
Good Shepherd, Scranton 8:00 A.M. 
to 3:00 P.M.

Nov. 4: Finance Committee, Dioc-
esan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Nov. 5: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 10:00 A.M.

Nov. 6: Bishop Paul, St. Mark’s and 
St. John’s, Jim Thorpe

Nov. 6: Methodist and Episcopal Ser-
vice, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M.

Nov. 10: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, 
Bethlehem

Nov. 11-13: Happening #20, Kirby 
House, Mountain Top. Registration 
will open online in September. Con-
tact Ellyn Siftar at esiftar@diobeth.
org for more details. Registration in 
now open for Happening #20.  Reg-
ister at diobeth.org.

Nov. 11: Incorporated Trustees, Na-
tivity, Bethlehem 10:00 A.M.

Nov. 12: Renewal Assembly III, eight 
locations in the diocese, 9:00 A.M. 
to 1:30 P.M. Registration opens on-
line September 12th.

Nov. 12: Creative Hymn Playing Mas-
ter Class, Trinity, Bethlehem 9:00 A.M. 
to noon. Open to all interested people, 
the Lehigh Valley Chapter American 
Guild of Organists and Trinity Epis-
copal Church are proud to present 
Dr. Callahan as he demonstrates a 
“Creative Hymn Playing Masterclass” 
on Saturday, November 12. Charles 
Callahan is one of America’s leading 
organist-composers. A native of Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, he is a gradu-
ate of the Curtis Institute of Music and 
the Catholic University of America. 
Well-known, he made his debut in 
this realm at the International Eucha-
ristic Congress in 1976. He has col-
laborated with many of this country’s 
leading conductors as both composer 
and organist and has worked with 

noted stage and screen personalities 
in both theatre and the concert hall.

Nov. 12: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 10:00 A.M.

Nov. 12: Dedicatory Recital, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 3:00 P.M. featuring Dr. 
Charles Callahan.

Nov. 13: Bishop Jack, St. Luke’s, Lebanon

Nov. 14: Evangelism Committee 
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.

Nov. 15: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s Sinking Spring

Nov. 15: Archdeacon’s Visit, Sts. 
James’s and George, Jermyn 6:00 P.M.

Nov. 17: Fresh Start, Nativity, Beth-
lehem 9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Nov. 17: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4, 
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall

Nov. 19: Annual Christmas Spirit 
Bazaar, St. Luke’s, Lebanon 9:00 
A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Nov. 19: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 10:00 A.M.

Nov. 20: Bishop Paul, St. James’ and 
St. George’s, Jermyn

Nov. 20: Bishop Jack, Christ, Forest City

Nov. 20: Trinity Concert Series, 
Trinity Pottsville 4:00 P.M. Features 
Harp Principles! With Janet Witman 
and Mindy Cutcher

Nov. 20: Cathedral Classics Concert 
Series, Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. 
Donation of $10.00 with reception 
following the concert. Divas and Du-
ets featuring Naoka Cauller, soprano 
and Kelly Lyn Schmidt mezzo sopra-
no performing.

Nov. 22: Clergy Bible Study 7, St. 
Mark’s, Moscow

Nov. 28: Congregational Renewal 
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.

Nov. 29: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ, 
Towanda 3:00 P.M.

Nov. 29: Archdeacon’s Visit, Trinity, 
Bethlehem 6:00 P.M.

December

Dec. 3: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 10:00 A.M.

Dec. 4: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Bethlehem

Dec. 4: Bishop Jack, St. Peter’s, Hazleton

Dec. 4: Trinity Concert Series, Trinity 
Pottsville 4:00 P.M. Features Advent 
lessons and carols

Dec. 5: Standing Committee, Dioc-
esan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Dec. 6: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Al-
ban’s Sinking Spring

Dec. 8: Fresh Start, St. Peter’s, Ha-
zleton 9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Dec. 8: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, 
Bethlehem

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

October 2: St. Mary’s, Reading: 
The Rev. Nancy Packard, Rec-
tor

New Hope Campaign

October 9: Redeemer, Sayre: 
The Rev. Andrea Baldyga, 
Priest-in-Charge

Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches

October 16: St. James’, 
Schuylkill Haven: The Rev. 
John H. Heffner, Rector

Personnel Committee

October 23: Good Shepherd, 
Scranton: The Ven. Howard 
Stringfellow, Supply

Provincial Synod

October 30: St. Luke’s, Scran-
ton: The Rev. Peter D’Angio, 
Rector

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org

October 2: St. Asaph, Wales: 
The Rt. Rev. Gregory Cam-
eron

October 9: Swaziland: The Rt. 
Rev. Meshack Boy Mabuza

October 16: Tasmania: The 
Rt. Rev. John Douglas Har-
rower

October 23: The Murray, 
South Australia: The Rt. Rev. 
Ross Owen Davies

October 30: Toronto, Cana-
da: The Rt. Rev. Colin Robert 
Johnson (Bishop of Toronto); 
The Rt. Rev. Philip Poole (To-
ronto – Credit Valley); The Rt. 
Rev. Linda Nicholls (Toronto 
– Trent/Durham); The Rt. 
Rev. Canon Patrick Yu (To-
ronto – York/Scarborough); 
and The Rt. Rev. George El-
liott (Toronto – York/Simcoe)

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org

October 2: Kasurak: The Rev. 
Paul Geri

October 9: Longira: The Rev. 
Emmanuel Yongo

October 16: Beliak: The Rev. 
Elikana Lodu

October 23: St. Joseph, Lire: 
The Ven. Emmanuel Kenyi 
and The Rev. Anjelo Taban

October 30: Bajur: The Rev. 
Openi Sakor
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Diocese responds to floods
Fr. Charles Cesaretti as coordina-
tors for flood relief efforts.

Charlie Barebo, Diocesan Mission-
er for Development, made available 
two 11 horsepower, gas pumps. The 
pumps remove 300 gallons of water 
a minute or over 18,000 gallons an 
hour. Charlie not only provided the 
pumps but also offered to deliver 
them to parishes if needed. 

Help has come from outside the 
diocese, too. Robyn Bartal, a former 
member of Redeemer, Sayre, now 
living in Virginia, teamed up with 
David O’Dell, of St. Andrew’s, Al-
lentown, also formerly of Redeemer, 

to provide supplies for the Bradford 
County congregations. Bartal gath-
ered clothing, bottled water, and food 
from her Virginia community then 
rented a van and drove the donated 
items to the Northern Tier parishes. 
St. Andrew’s presented over $300 in 
gift cards, plus collected towels  and 
person hygiene items for distribution 
in coordination with Mo. Hipple.

“We have been blessed by the re-
sponse from far and wide,” reported 
a tired yet buoyed Hipple. “The work 
ahead seems monumental but we 
cling to hope thanks to the outpour-
ing of prayers and assistance from 
our partners in the diocese.”

Continued from page 1.

BY KAT LEHMAN

Sunday, September 11, 2011 
marked the tenth anniversary of ter-
rorist attacks that rocked our nation 
and the world. Numerous parishes 
around the diocese held special ser-
vices in memory of those who lost 
their lives on that terrible morning.

In addition, several parishes host-
ed Interfaith services of Remem-
brance inviting members of other 
faiths and denominations to gather 
with them for prayer and fellowship.

At Trinity, Mt. Pocono, the Rev. 
Elizabeth Haynes, Rabbi Peg Kir-
shenbaum of Bnai Harim, Pocono 
Summit, and Dr. Moiz Mohyuddin 
of the Muslim Shiite tradition pre-
sided over a service with almost 
100 people including clergy repre-
sentatives of The United Methodist 
Church, United Church of Christ, 
the Roman Catholic Church, as well 
as Sikh, Shiite and Sunni Muslims. 
Prayers were read from the Chris-
tian, Jewish and Islamic traditions. 
State Representative Mario Scavello 
read from the Litany of Remem-
brance, Penitence and Hope as he lit 
a candle for peace and unity. A uni-
formed firefighters chaplain spoke of 
his experiences as did several other 
participants. At the end of the ser-
vice, the presiding members each 
offered Challah Bread to the con-

gregation to share together as the 
following blessing was given; “The 
separate strands of this bread have 
been baked into one loaf, so may 
we all find ourselves united after the 
fires of adversity. And as we pull off 
pieces of this bread and share them 
today as companions, may we con-
tinue to share of ourselves in the 
days to come.”

The service at Trinity, Easton 
had Members of the New York City 
Metropolitan Opera, a chamber or-
chestra, and the Easton Area High 
School choir to lead the music se-
lections.  One of the leaders, Riz-
wan Butt, who was representing the 
Easton Phillipsburg Muslim Associ-
ation, read passages from the Quran 
in Arabic then in English. Trinity, 
Easton hosted the following congre-
gations who took part in the service: 
Bnai Abraham Synagogue, College 
Hill Presbyterian Church, First Unit-
ed Church of Christ of Easton, First 
Presbyterian Church of Easton, St. 
John’s Lutheran Church of Easton, 
Temple Covenant of Peace and The 
Easton-Phillipsburg Muslim Associ-
ation. Over 300 people attended the 
service which was also webcast for 
those who couldn’t make it.

Bishop Paul Marshall preached 
the homily at Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem (you can 

read his ser-
mon on page 
2). Nativity’s 
service in-
cluded read-
ing or prayers 
by Rabbi Allen 
Juda, Congre-
gation Brith 
Sholom; Mu-
ezzin Metin 
Bor, Lehigh 
D i a l o g u e 
Center; Mo-
hamed Raj-
mohamed, the 
Al-Ahad Is-
lamic Center; 
Bishop Hope-
ton Clennon, 
Moravian Col-
lege and Sem-
inary; and 
Cantor El-
len Sussman, 
Temple Shirat 
Shalom. Fol-
lowing the 
service, mem-
bers of Nativ-
ity hosted a reception  for all those 
who attended with a variety of food 
from varying traditions and cultures.

Other parishes conducting spe-
cial services included St. Anne’s, 

Trexlertown; Christ Church, Forest 
City; Good Shepherd and St. John, 
Milford; Trinity, Carbondale; Grace 
Church, Honesdale; St. Paul’s, Mon-
trose; and Church of the Epiphany, 
Clarks Summit.
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Mohamed Rajmohamed of the Al-Ahad Islamic Center reads a Muslim 
prayer for peace at Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem.

Being the Body of Christ in passionate local ministry
BY CRAIG SWEENEY

One of my failings as a leader is 
that I’m so laid back. Since I always 
look at the big picture, I don’t think 
of many things as a crisis which frus-
trates those who always do seem to 
see things as crises.

But I do see one serious crisis ap-
proaching:  the massive change in 

American Christianity looming over 
the next couple of decades. Con-
tinuing loss of members (through 
death and illness), ever declining at-
tendance, and the resulting financial 
strains this will bring to parishes will 
bring about this crisis.  And this isn’t 
just my opinion.  Spend time on the 
Internet and you can find countless 

articles about this.  This isn’t just 
about the Episcopal Church, but all 
mainline Christian churches.

Times have changed, dramatically.  
When I was growing up in the 1950’s, 
belonging to and attending church 
was part of the basic social contract – 
it was what you did; it was the norm.  
In historical terms, that “golden era” 
is perhaps an aberration.  It was the 
post-war social contract of a genera-
tion of people formed by the horrors 
of world wars. Fueled by the immense 
growth of urban centers, the decline 
of rural America, and the baby-boom,  
new churches were built and existing 
churches were full.

It is also a fact that those of the 
“greatest generation” are coming to 
the end of their lives and are not be-
ing replaced in our churches by new 
young families.  We seem to have lost 
the younger generation – my own 
children included.  This isn’t to say 
they aren’t spiritual, but studies show 
they simply see no need to belong to a 
church to be spiritual.  It hasn’t helped 
that Christians in America seem to 
have knack for fighting among them-
selves.  Who wants to join that?

We are blessed at my parish to 
have attracted several young fami-

lies with delightful children, but we 
aren’t attracting folks like them as 
fast as we are losing older members.  
These young families are all double 
income families with toddlers and 
their lives are exhausting already.  
Church is, they are honest enough 
to admit, just one more chore in 
their lives.  These young women and 
men simply don’t have the time to 
do the kinds of volunteer acts that 
older people took for granted.

The other change the church is 
facing is in communication technol-
ogy.  Social networking sites such as 
Facebook and Twitter offer “fellow-
ship” instantly – who needs a pot-
luck?  Churches are posting their en-
tire services online – who needs to get 
out of bed?  Service bulletins are be-
ing downloaded to smart phones by 
scanning a barcode, to say nothing of 
big-screen TV’s with music displayed 
so you don’t have to pick up a hym-
nal.  Even I do the Daily Office from an 
app on my smart phone!

What all of this portends, I can’t 
predict.  Younger priests than me will 
somehow deal with all of this.  But 
if anyone is longing to return to the 
“good old days,” they are dreaming.  

Continued on page 5.


