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By cAnOn Andrew GernS

On	 Tuesday,	 September	 14,	 Trinity,	
Easton,	 opened	 their	 church	 and	 new	
addition	to	the	community	for	an	open	
house.	Before	the	dedication,	Nick	Al-
fero,	president	of	 the	Alfero	Company	
of	 Easton	 and	 general	 contractor	 for	
the	project,	surprised	the	parish	with	a	
check	 for	 $5,000	 for	 the	 parish’s	 com-
mitment	 to	 the	 project	 team	 and	 the	
community.	At	the	ceremony,	 the	par-
ish	also	formally	announced	the	naming	
of	Trinity	Primary	School,	which	is	be-
ing	built	in	Sodogo,	Sudan	in	the	Dio-
cese	 of	 Kajo-Keji.	 The	 school	 is	 being	
built	 with	 funds	 raised	 by	 members	 of	
Trinity	Church.	Trinity,	Easton,	 tithed	
the	proceeds	of	the	capital	campaign	to	
build	 the	 school.	 Bishop	 Paul	 V.	 Mar-
shall	 then	 blessed	 and	 dedicated	 the	
new	and	renovated	space	in	the	service	
that	followed.

Trinity	serves	the	community	not	only	
as	a	house	of	worship	and	community	of	
faith,	but	also	as	a	place	of	help	and	refuge	
for	those	in	need.	The	parish’s	Ark	Soup	
Kitchen	serves	65-80	people	a	nutritious,	
tasty	meal	every	Saturday.	The	parish	has	
housed	 twelve-step	 groups,	 community	
organizations,	programs	for	youth	and	the	
aged,	and	many	others.	Trinity	has	a	long	
history	 of	 outreach	 to	 the	 community.	
The	parish,	which	was	founded	in	1819,	

calls	 itself	 “A	 church	 for	
all	 people”	 who	 “discover,	
share	and	live	God’s	love.”

The	new	space	contains	a	
commercial-grade	 kitchen,	
restrooms,	 an	 additional	
classroom,	and	makes	the	fa-
cility	 barrier-free.	A	 stained	
glass	window	over	 the	high	
altar	 of	 the	 church	 which	
was	 threatened	 if	 the	 wall	
collapsed	 was	 also	 restored.	
Improvements	 to	 the	organ	
were	also	made.	The	church	
repaved	the	parking	lot,	and	
made	other	modifi	cations	to	
make	the	space	handicapped	
accessible.

The	 new	 kitchen	
was	 equipped	 through	 a	
$25,000	 grant	 from	 the	
Episcopal	Church’s	United	
Thank	Offering.		The	grant	
was	 the	 largest	 of	 three	
awarded	for	projects	in	Pennsylvania.

The	UTO	awarded	69	grants	for	2010	
for	a	total	of	$2,163,740.93.	The	grants	
were	awarded	to	projects	in	43	Episco-
pal	Church	dioceses,	11	companion	di-
ocese	relationships	and	15	international	
provinces.

The	 generosity	of	 the	 congregation’s	

members	 made	 this	 building	 and	 the	
school	 in	 southern	 Sudan	 possible.	
They	 raised	 nearly	 $450,000	 towards	
the	project	during	a	capital	campaign	in	
2009.	The	parish	tithed	their	gift	so	that	
across	 the	 globe,	 in	 Kajo-Keji	 county,	
southern	Sudan,	a	new	primary	 school	
is	being	built	in	a	little	Sudanese	village	
called	Sodogo.	The	Diocese	of	Bethle-
hem,	 which	 includes	 Trinity,	 Easton,	

has	a	partner	relationship	with	the	Dio-
cese	 of	 Kajo-Keji,	 which	 contains	 the	
village	of	Sodogo.	The	new	school	will	
be	named	for	Trinity	Church,	Easton.

The	 building	 was	 fi	nanced	 through	
Merchants	 Bank	 of	 Bangor,	 PA.	 	 The	
general	contractor	was	the	Alfero	Com-
pany	of	Easton,	PA.	The	architect	was	
Jeff	Martinson,	AIA	also	of	Easton.	

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gerns, accepts a generous donation from Nick Alfero, general contractor for 
the project, during the dedication in front of the new addition. Photo by Kat Lehman

Anne Curran, Province III representative for the United Thank Offering, shares a smile with the Rev. 
Canon Andrew Gerns in the new kitchen UTO helped equip. Photo by Kat Lehman
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Trinity, Easton celebrates new addition

Bishop Paul Marshall dedicates new additional space in the fellowship hall and adjoining new kitchen. Photo by Kat Lehman



My hopes for Diocesan Convention

From risk to opportunities: Congregational renewal in the Diocese of Bethlehem (part 3 of 3)
By ty weLLeS And cAnOn Andrew GernS

There	are	only	so	many	new	programs	
a	 diocese	 can	 sustain,	 and	 my	 view	 is	
that	we	are	full	up	at	the	moment.

Instead	of	 launching	a	new	program	at	
convention,	 the	 lay	 delegates	 and	 clergy	
will	devote	some	time	to	exploring	a	pro-
cess.	 Process,	 not	 program.	 The	 process	
will	be	that	several	slots	in	the	convention	
time	will	be	devoted	to	working	sessions	in	
small	groups	to	discuss	our	gifts,	possibili-
ties,	and	the	relationship	of	successful	par-
ishes	to	the	foundation	of	prayer.

This	process,	and	one	something	 like	
it	 that	 will	 occupy	 the	 clergy	 on	 the	
Monday	evening	of	their	retreat,	comes	
from	the	incredible	amount	of	work	the	
reshaped	 Congregational	 Development	
committee	has	undertaken	the	last	year.	
I	am	deeply	grateful	to	the	co-chairs,	Fr.	
Charles	 Cesaretti	 and	 Fr.	 Scott	 Allen,	
and	to	all	 the	members	of	 the	commit-
tee—there	 have	 been	 no	 slackers	 or	
hitchhikers	among	them.

I	have	been	 impressed	by	 the	commit-
tee’s	 visits	 with	 parishes	 that	 are	 doing	
very	well,	and	with	parishes	that	are	strug-
gling.	In	all	cases,	parishes	were	able	to	as-
sess	their	gifts	and	opportunities	and	leave	
with	a	positive	feeling.	Some	had	come	ex-
pecting	to	learn	of	their	closure,	and	were	

surprised	to	be	in	an	affi	rming	situation.

This	observation	brings	me	to	my	sec-
ond	point,	the	potential	for	closing	par-
ishes.	In	the	last	year	I	have	taken	some-
what	 challenging	 actions	 to	 keep	 two	
parishes	open	that	otherwise	would	now	
be	in	the	process	of	closing.	Members	of	
my	staff	and	of	the	Standing	Committee	
have	put	many	hours,	even	entire	days,	
into	helping	these	two	parishes	fi	nd	ways	
of	 living	 within	 their	 income	 and	 fi	nd	
healthier	 ways	 of	 being	 church	 as	 they	
continue	their	mission.	The	second	has	
been	the	bigger	of	the	two	challenges	in	
some,	but	not	all,	situations.

Given	the	national	economy	and	the	
state	of	our	stewardship,	we	simply	do	
not	have	ways	to	fi	nd	buckets	of	money	
to	cover	any	parish’s	attempt	to	main-
tain	 the	 lifestyle	 it	 can	 no	 longer	 af-
ford.	What	we	do	offer	 is	serious	hard	
work	to	help	marginal	parishes	make	a	
go	of	it	in	realistic	terms.	

The	realism	about	money	starts	in	my	
offi	ce.	The	total	budget	for	next	year	is	
the	smallest	we	have	had	in	years.	There	
are	 cuts	 across	 the	board.	 In	particular,	
we	have	 lowered	 the	 salary	expense	on	
the	 diocesan	 level	 by	 a	 healthy	 six-fi	g-
ured	sum,	and	will	not	be	fi	lling	certain	
staff	vacancies	until	things	return	to	nor-
mal.	This	means	that	everybody	on	this	
end	has	to	do	a	little	more,	and	they	do	it	
because	they	believe	in	our	mission.	

I	 will	 be	 telling	 the	 convention	 del-
egates	 that	 we	 need	 to	 have	 profound	
and	 holy	 hope	 in	 these	 matters,	 but	 I	
will	 add	 something	 I	 learned	at	 the	Fi-

nancial	 Sanity	 day	 we	 held	 last	 spring:	
hope	without	a	plan	is	denial.

In	 that	 sense	 of	 hopeful	 planning,	
what	 is	needed	 in	all	congregations	 is	
maximum	 honesty	 and	 integrity.	 We	
did	 lose	 a	 parish	 last	 winter—we	 had	
less	 than	 a	 month’s	 notice	 that	 they	
were	out	of	money.	While	 the	Stand-
ing	Committee	examines	fi	nancial	 re-
ports	each	spring	when	they	come	 in,	
and	can	isolate	some	parishes	heading	
for	 diffi	culty,	 we	 all	 know	 that	 most	
smaller	churches	are	vulnerable	to	the	
expense	 of	 sudden	 major	 building	 re-
pairs	 or	 other	 calamity.	 The	 sooner	 a	
parish	faces	its	realities,	the	better	the	
chance	for	continuing	becomes.

I	know	that	there	are	emotional	and	ca-
reer	issues	in	calling	for	help.	This	is	where	
the	 “integrity”	 part	 of	 the	 last	 paragraph	
comes	in.	Each	of	us	whose	living	is	con-
nected	with	work	in	the	church	must	put	
the	spread	of	the	Kingdom	of	God	ahead	
of	 smaller	 concerns.	 That	 is	 a	 somewhat	
paradoxical	 statement	 to	make:	 as	 a	dio-
cese	we	have	slipped	dramatically	(an	en-
tire	quartile)	 in	what	we	pay	clergy	over	
the	last	decade,	and	when	all	adjustments	
are	made,	I	am	the	lowest	paid	bishop	in	
the	province.	That	does	make	it	harder	to	
get	clergy	to	come	here,	but	the	silver	lin-
ing	is	that	no	priests	or	bishops	are	among	
us	unless	they	believe	God	has	called	them	
here.	 Each	 of	 us	 must	 respect	 our	 parish	
clergy	accordingly.

At	 the	 same	 time,	 all	 members	 of	 the	
church	must	ask	themselves	if	their	com-
mitment	of	time	and	money	to	the	mission	

of	the	parish	and	to	our	joint	ministries	as	a	
community	of	churches	represents	how	we	
truly	feel	about	following	Jesus.	Salvation	
is	free,	but	discipleship	is	costly.

So	 we	 are	 emphasizing	 this	 year	 a	
spiritual	 process	 that	 is	 meant	 to	 en-
courage.	 Additionally,	 we	 are	 asking	
for	 courageous	 honesty	 and	 integrity	
from	each	parish	and	 from	each	 lead-
er.	 We	 are	 emphasizing	 that	 our	 own	
attitudes	 and	 commitments	 are	 basic	
to	 the	 life	 of	 the	 parish	 and	 diocesan	
community.	Above	all,	we	will	explore	
the	extent	to	which	prayer	is	central	to	
the	life	and	work	of	a	parish.	My	prayer	
is	 that	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 will	 make	 our	
time	 together	 one	 of	 joy	 and	 inspira-
tion,	and	that	each	deacon,	priest,	and	
lay	delegate	will	take	home	something	
valuable	 from	 the	 convention.	 You	
might	ask	your	rector	how	you	can	reg-
ister	as	a	visitor	and	join	the	holy	fun.
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By BiShOP PAuL v. MArShALL

Last	 month	 we	 outlined	 a	 proposed	
process	 for	 moving	 into	 congregational	
renewal,	as	developed	by	the	Committee	
on	Congregational	Renewal	in	the	Dio-
cese	of	Bethlehem.		This	month	we	will	
address	some	implications	of	this	process	
and	some	steps	for	the	future.	

Implications and Recommendations

The	committee	feels	that	at	the	dioc-
esan	level	there	needs	to	be	a	full-time	
diocesan	staff	person	for	the	Commit-
tee	on	Congregational	Renewal	and	a	
budget	 for	 a	 multi-year	 program.	 	 In	
addition,	 the	 committee	 should	 regu-
larly	 bring	 together	 the	 various	 dioc-
esan	 committees	 with	 the	 committee	
as	 the	convener.	The	committee	 feels	
that	 there	 is	 a	 need	 to	 rethink	 clergy	
leadership	in	parishes.	

Given	both	the	lack	of	availability	and	
the	cost	of	 clergy,	 there	may	be	a	need	
to	provide	greater	emphasis	on	training	

for	lay	leadership	for	worship.		There	needs	
to	be	greater	attention	given	to	pastors	of	
small	congregations	on	how	to	live	and	to	
work	 in	rural	culture,	how	to	understand	
the	nature	of	the	small	church,	how	to	ad-
minister	in	a	small	church,	how	to	develop	
church	 programs	 with	 limited	 resources,	
and	 how	 to	 manage	 confl	icts.	 	 Ways	 to	
address	 these	 issues	 might	 include	 clergy	
days	on	the	dynamics	of	ministry	in	small	
and	rural	congregations,	regular	meetings	
of	 clergy	 and	 congregations	 predicated	
by	their	location	and	size,	a	course	in	the	
Bishop’s	 School	 on	 ministering	 in	 the	
small	 and	 rural	 parish,	 and	 workshops	 at	
Training	Day	on	issues	that	affect	the	small	
congregation.

There	is	also	a	need	to	establish	linkage	
to	 the	 national	 church’s	 strategic	 plan-
ning,	especially	 in	the	area	of	strength-
ening	congregations.	 	Greater	resources	
for	 leadership	 training,	 especially	 for	
those	 in	 rural	 and	 small	 communities,	
need	to	be	made	available.		There	should	

be	 a	 common	 instrument	 for	 strategic	
planning	 for	 congregations	 to	 establish	
mission	 statements,	 goals,	 objectives,	
and	benchmarks.		The	diocese	should	re-
establish	a	relationship	with	Percept	for	
assistance	with	demographic	data.			And	
there	is	a	need	to	study	in	greater	detail	
those	parishes	identifi	ed	in	the	State	of	
the	 Church	 Report	 showing	 signifi	cant	
growth.		Those	congregations	not	capa-
ble	of	faithfulness	to	ministry	should	be	
subject	to	the	action	of	the	appropriate	
diocesan	 instrumentality	 for	 assistance,	
restructuring,	or	closure.	

Steps For the Future

Across	 the	 diocese,	 preparations	 are	
being	 made	 for	 Diocesan	 Convention,	
which	this	year	will	highlight	the	report	
on	congregational	renewal,	From Risk to 
Opportunities.	 	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 three	
Diocesan Life	articles,	each	lay	and	clergy	
delegate	to	convention	will	be	asked	to	
read	From Risk to Opportunities,	all	avail-
able	on	the	diocesan	web	site,	and	to	dis-

cuss	them	in	each	congregation	prior	to	
convention.	 	At	each	of	the	three	pre-
convention	meetings	across	the	diocese,	
a	 team	 from	 the	 	 Congregational	 Re-
newal	Committee	will	be	present	to	an-
swer	questions	 from	 the	delegates	 con-
cerning	 the	 report	 and	 its	process.	 	At	
their	September	retreat,	the	clergy	will	
be	address	the	issues	raised	in	the	report	
and	 the	 implications	 for	 the	 clergy	 in	
the	process	of	congregational	renewal.	

At	 the	 convention,	 delegates	 will	
break	into	small	groups	for	two	ninety-
minute	sessions,	one	on	Friday	and	one	
on	Saturday.		Each	group	of	laity	or	cler-
gy	(they	will	meet	separately)	will	have	
a	facilitator	to	assist	and	to	record	their	
discussion.			The	focus	of	the	Friday	ses-
sion	 will	 be	 to	 review	 the	 process	 set	
forth	in	From Risk to Opportunities,	and	
to	respond	to	the	challenges	set	out	 in	
Bishop	Paul’s	address.		The	focus	of	the	
Saturday	 session	will	 be	 to	 initiate	 the	

Continued on page A3.
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By ArchdeAcOn hOwArd StrinGfeLLOw

For	over	twenty	years	as	a	priest,	when	I	
have	celebrated	 the	eucharists	of	martyrs	
or	commemorated	them,	I	have	asked	my-
self	 this	 question:	 “Would	 you,	 Howard,	
have	done	what	they	did	to	be	martyred?		
Is	your	faith	as	great	as	theirs?”

If	you	know	of	a	better	way	to	be	hard	
on	yourself,	please	let	me	know.		I	always	
strive	to	improve.

But	that	isn’t	the	question—whether	
we	would	do	what	the	martyrs	did.		The	
question	 is	 whether	 we	 will	 do	 those	
things	 that	 strengthen	our	 identity	 as	
Christians	 while	 we	 live	 in	 a	 culture	
that	 tolerates	 all	 faiths	 and	 specially	
supports	no	faith	in	particular.		That	is	
the	question.		We	do	not	have	emper-
ors	who	want	us	to	worship	them.		Nor	

do	 we	 have	 non-Christians	 who	 will	
kill	us	when	we	are	turned	in	to	them,	
as	 was	 true	 of	 the	 Martyrs	 of	 New	
Guinea.		But	we	do	have	a	culture	that	
grows	 indifferent	 to	Christians	and	to	
people	of	faith	generally.

Someone	gave	me	a	brief	synopsis	of	a	
sermon	recently.		In	it	were	the	preach-
er’s	 three	 main	 points,	 which,	 if	 we	 do	
them,	support	our	identity	as	Christians	
and	keep	before	our	eyes	our	mission	as	
Christians.		They	are:

1.		pray	every	day;

2.		go	to	church	every	Sunday,	and	pray	
for	the	welfare	of	everyone	there;	and

3.		once	a	month	ask	someone	to	come	
to	church.

If	we	do	these	things,	then,	as	the	Psalm-

process	of	sharing	with	other	parishes	in	
the	 group	 its	 experiences,	 plans,	 ideas,	
and	methods	of	each	parish	 in	carrying	
out	 its	 mission	 	 	 Each	 parish	 will	 have	
the	opportunity	to	discuss,	plan,	and	lis-
ten	to	the	other	parishes	and	their	del-
egates	in	their	group.

The	goal	of	the	small	table	discussions	
will	be	to	help	us,	as	diocesan	and	con-
gregational	leaders,	to	create	a	vision	of	
mission	 for	 our	 parishes,	 to	 learn	 how	
to	 network	 with	 one	 another	 in	 doing	
ministry,	and	to	become	part	of	a	process	
which	 will	 help	 us	 as	 a	 whole	 diocese	
create	 vital	 congregations	 engaged	 in	
the	 work	 of	 the	 Gospel.	 There	 are	 va-
riety	of	programs	and	approaches	avail-
able	to	congregations.	For	congregations	
to	become	vital	communities,	they	must	
focus	on	the	things	that	make	for	effec-
tive	mission,	joyful	worship,	meaningful	
formation,	caring	community,	and	clear	
witness	to	the	Gospel.	Whatever	the	ap-
proach,	we	have	found	that	measurable	
processes	 that	 involve	 a	 wide	 spectrum	
of	the	congregation	and	that	are	ground-
ed	 in	 prayer	 are	 the	 most	 useful.	 	 Our	
goal	 is	 congregational	 leaders	 who	 join	
in	 renewing	 the	 culture	of	mission	 and	
witness	in	our	diocese.

What Can Your Parish Do?

What	can	your	parish	do	to	prepare	for	
convention	and	the	From Risk to Oppor-
tunities	process?		Here	are	a	few	ideas:

(1)	 Compose	 a	 special	 prayer	 that	 fo-
cuses	on	renewal,	 that	can	be	used	at	all	
services	and	meetings	of	the	congregation.	

(2)	Send	out	a	pastoral	letter	to	all	pa-
rishioners	setting	out	proposals	for	parish	
involvement	in	the	“From Risk to Oppor-
tunities”	process.

(3)	Create	a	“Renewal	Prayer	Group”	
to	pray	for	renewal	and	to	encourage	all	
parishioners	to	do	the	same.

(4)	 Establish	 a	 “renewal	 committee”	
that	 can	 be	 a	 liaison	 with	 the	 diocese,	
the	 Congregational	 Renewal	 Commit-
tee	 and	 other	 parishes,	 to	 find	 ways	 to	
help	and	to	become	involved.

(5)	Encourage	as	many	people	as	pos-
sible	in	the	parish	to	be	at	convention	in	
Bethlehem.

(6)	 Seek	 to	 renew	 each	 and	 every	
ministry	in	the	parish,	and	to	return	the	

sparkle	to	the	mission	and	vision	for	the	
church	and	for	the	parish.

(7)	Work	with	the	various	committees	
and	organizations	of	 the	parish	 in	 their	
own	renewal	process.

(8)		Include	“Diocesan	and	Parish	Re-
newal”	 on	 the	 agenda	 of	 every	 Vestry	
meeting.	

(9)	 Have	 a	 series	 of	 discussions	 in	
preparation	 for	 the	 convention.	 They	
can	either	take	place	around	the	Sunday	
service,	or	 as	 a	 “house	discussion”	on	a	
weeknight.		The	sessions	can	adopt	the	
themes	from	the	From Risk to Opportuni-
ties	document’s	process	–	that	is,	prayer,	
congregational	 discernment,	 strategic	
planning,	 partnerships,	 covenanting,	
and	periodic	review	and	evaluation.

Fundamental	 to	 all	 the	 activities	 at	
the	parish	should	be	the	following:

•	 Pray.	 The	 renewal	 process	 means	
stressing	the	prayer	life	of	the	congrega-
tion	and	the	adoption	of	‘holy	habits’	in	
our	church	and	personal	lives.

•	Remember	that	our	parishes	are	not	
isolated,	but	part	of	 the	whole	ministry	
of	the	Diocese.

•	Recall	our	baptisms,	through	which	
we	were	adopted	into	the	Body	of	Christ,	
and	 which	 is	 the	 foundation	 for	 our	
common	ministry	to	proclaim	the	Gos-
pel	and	serve	Christ	in	the	world.

[Editor’s note: You can find all three ar-
ticles and the original document on our web 
site, www.diobeth.org under the ministries 
tab by clicking on Congregational Develop-
ment. You can also find them posted on our 
blog diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/
congregational-renewal/]

CONVENTION 
BULLETIN

The	 convention	 this	 year	 will	 be	
held	at	Cathedral	Church	of	the	Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem,	October	8-9,	2010.

All	parishes	should	have	submitted	
a	 certificate	 of	 election	 listing	 their	
delegates	 and	 alternates	 to	 Canon	
George	Loeffler.	

Delegates,	 both	 lay	 and	 clergy,	 must	
register	online	at	www.diobeth.org	for	the	
convention.	 Registration	 will	 be	 open	
until	September	27.	Any	on-line	registra-
tions	after	September	27	will	be	charged	a	
$20	late	fee.	Registrants	can	cancel	with-
out	penalty	until	October	1st.

Please	 register	 directly	 for	 rooms	
with	the	hotel	of	your	choice.	

Best	 Western,	 Rt.	 512,	 Bethlehem:	
610-954-5000.	 The	 Friday	 night	 con-
vention	dinner	will		be	held	here.

Comfort	Suites,		3rd	Street,	Bethlehem:	
610-882-9700

Holiday	Inn	Express,		Cherry	Lane,	Beth-
lehem:		610-882-2255

Shuttle	Service	 is	 available	 to	 and	
from	the	hotels,	Cathedral	Church	of	
the	Nativity,	and	the	Best	Western	for	
the	convention	dinner.	Please	refer	to	
the	 pre-print	 for	 more	 information.	
	
Childcare	is	available	for	children	ages	
12	and	under.	Please	e-mail	Rosie	Hum-
mel	for	the	child	care	forms.	Forms	must	
be	filled	out	for	each	child.	Completed	
medical	release	forms	can	be	brought	to	
convention	with	you.	When	you	regis-
ter	your	child/children,	please	select	the	
times	you	need	childcare.	You	must	let	
us	know	one	week	prior	to	convention	
if	you	need	childcare.

ALL	 YOUTH	 DELEGATES	 must	
return	 completed	 medical	 release	
forms	 with	 community	 life	 standards	
forms	to	the	Diocese	no	later	than	Oc-
tober	1st.	If	the	forms	are	not	returned	
by	 October	 1st,	 Youth	 delegates	 are	
not	considered	registered.

If	 you	 have	 any	 questions	 please	 call	
Rosie	Hummel	at	610-691-5655	ext.	221.

ist	asserts,	“those	who	sowed	with	tears	will	
reap	with	songs	of	joy”	(Psalm	126:6).

[Editor’s note: This sermon was preached 
at Diocesan House on September 2, 2010]

Bishop Paul preaching at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-
Barre. Photo by Kat Lehman

By MAriuS BreSSOud

Have	you	noticed?	It’s	hard	to	believe	
you	have	not.

I’ve	 been	 thinking	 lately	 about	 two	
kinds	 of	 Christian	 church	 members:	
those	 who	 take	 the	 role	 of	 consumers	
and	those	who	assume	the	role	of	share-
holders.	 I’m	 describing	 now	 not	 just	
Episcopalians	but	also	other	Christians	I	
know,	representing	many	different	ways	
of	being	“The	Church.”

There	are	 those	who	assume	 the	 role	
of	consumers	of	the	Christian	enterprise.	
They	 attend	 church	 with	 the	 expecta-
tion	 that	 they	 will	 receive	 what	 they	
want	 and	 in	 return	 pay	 their	 church	
pledges.	 It	 seems	 natural	 to	 them	 that	
that	is	enough.

I	think	of	a	friend,	in	another	denomi-
nation,	whose	pastor	was	transferred	af-
ter	many	years.	“It’s	 just	not	the	same,”	
she	 said.	Then	 she	asked,	 “Do	you	 still	
go	to	church	every	Sunday?”	Clearly,	she	
is	a	consumer	and	they	had	changed	the	
product	she	expected.

Then	there	are	others	who	assume	the	
role	of	shareholders,	responsible	co-owners	
of	 a	 corporation.	 Isn’t	 it	 interesting	 that	
Webster’s New World Dictionary defines	
“corporation”	first	of	all	by	its	Latin	root,	
corporatio,	as	“assumption	of	a	body,	incar-
nation”	before	it	goes	on	to	cite	its	obvious	
business	and	economic	implications?

That	 seems	 to	 me	 profoundly	 theo-
logical.	 For,	 in	 fact,	 the	 whole	 of	 the	
New	Testament	makes	 it	clear	 that	we,	
as	Christians,	are	the	incarnate	body,	the	
corporatio,	of	Christ	in	the	world.

I	went	on	to	imagine	us	also	as	share-
holders,	not	in	a	publicly	owned	corpo-
ration	but	in	a	family	owned	one.	We	are	
sons	and	daughters,	sisters	and	brothers,	
who	are	all	 inheritors	of	 a	 share	 in	 the	
eternal	enterprise	of	the	Holy	One	who	
is	 the	 founding	 Mother/Father	 of	 the	
Corporatio.	 As	 in	 some	 family	 corpora-
tions	that	I’ve	known,	a	few	family	mem-
bers	 with	 talents	 for	 the	 work	 are	 also	
employees	 and	 receive	 a	 salary	 for	 that	
special	function.	But	every	family	mem-
ber	 has	 an	 equal	 share	 in	 the	 business	
and	 just	 as	 big	 a	 stake	 in	 its	 long	 term	
interests.	 We	 are	 all	 expected	 to	 think	
and	work,	to	worship	and	to	give,	so	we	
can	better	serve	a	hurting	world.		

I’ve	 noticed	 that	 family	 corporations	
usually	 fail	 when	 their	 members	 want	
them	only	for	what	they	get	out	of	them.	

How	are	you	doing	at	your	congregation?

[Retired from Bethlehem Steel where he 
worked in public relations, Marius Bressoud 
is a shareholder at Trinity, Bethlehem.]

Talbot Hall Grants
The	Mission	Statement	of	Talbot	Hall	

is	to	provide	spiritual,	emotional,	educa-
tional,	 cultural,	 physical	 and	 social	 op-
portunities	 for	 children	 who	 may	 not	
have	experienced	these	blessings.	 	This	
year	the	Fund	will	be	awarding	grants	up	
to	$5,000.00.

Please	 fill	 out	 the	 grant	 application	
and	return	it	to	Diocesan	House	no	later	
than	 October	 30,	 2010.	 	 Applications	
can	be	found	online	at	www.diobeth.org.



Michael Jibi, an unsung hero of New Hope
By chArLie BAreBO

Charlie Barebo is the chair of the New Hope Cam-
paign and the Development Missioner for the diocese.

Michael	 Jibi	 died	 a	 quiet	 death	 in	
his	 tukel	 in	 Romogi	 on	 September	 7,	
2010.	Most	in	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	
wouldn’t	 recognize	 his	 name.	 Michael	
wasn’t	 sure	 exactly	 when	 he	 was	 born;	
he	 thinks	 it	 was	 sometime	 in	 the	 mid	
1920’s.	 He	 remembered	 when	 the	 very	
first	white	man	came	to	Romogi	in	1934.	
Michael	enjoyed	telling	the	story	about	
the	clumsy,	noisy,	crashing	of	this	white	
Anglican	 priest	 coming	 through	 the	
bush.	 “Bwana	 Carr	 was	 the	 first	 white	
man	we	had	ever	 seen.	We	 thought	he	
was	the	devil.	We	ran	for	miles.”	But	Mi-
chael	remembered	a	happy	ending	to	the	
story.	“Bwana	Carr	and	his	white	broth-
ers	brought	us	education,	they	brought	us	
better	medicine	and	most	 important….
they	 brought	 us	 Jesus	 Christ.”	 Michael	
walked	with	Jesus	every	day.

Michael	 Jibi	 was	 a	 village	 elder	 and	
one	of	the	landlords	in	Romogi.	He	con-
vinced	his	family	to	donate	the	land	the	
college	 sits	 on	 to	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Kajo	
Keji.	Michael	made	sure	he	was	at	every	
public	meeting	we	had	 in	Romogi,	and	
was	 a	 steady	 voice	 for	 the	 community	
and	for	us.	He	was	at	our	first	meeting	in	

Romogi	in	2007,	both	of	our	meetings	in	
2008;	including	Bishop	Anthony’s	open-
ing	of	the	Samaritan’s	Purse	built	church	
in	 Dwani,	 and	 the	 official	 opening	 of	
the	 college	 in	 2008.	 He	 also	 attended	
the	 opening	 of	 the	 Romogi	 School	 in	
2009.	At	Dawani	he	also	planted	an	or-
ange	tree	during	the	ceremony.	He	liked	
making	speeches	and	said,	“I	know	I	will	
never	eat	an	orange	from	this	tree.	The	

children	 will.	 When	 they	 are	 old	 they	
must	plant	orange	trees	for	the	children	
too.”	 Funny,	 but	 a	 slogan	 remarkably	
similar	 to	 this	 is	 the	 slogan	 for	 our	 St.	
Matthew’s	Society.

Michael	had	a	way	of	sharing	his	love	
for	 Jesus	 that	 made	 you	 want	 to	 join	
him.	He	lived	in	the	Gospels.	When	we	
opened	the	college	he	made	a	passionate	
speech	and	compared	us	to	the	familiar	

good	Samaritan.	He	finished	the	speech	
by	saying,	“Like	Simeon,	I	have	lived	to	
see	the	birth	of	the	Savior.	Our	savior	is	
the	 college	 and	 schools.	 Without	 edu-
cation	we	have	no	hope,	no	life.”	I	will	
never	hear	Nunc Dimittis	without	think-
ing	of	him.

Both	in	Kajo	Keji	and	here,	he	will	be	
missed.	He	was	our	friend	and	an	advo-
cate	for	our	diocese.	A	constant	disciple	
and	 lover	 of	 Christ,	 Michael	 walked	
the	talk.	Do	you	think	he’ll	be	building	
schools	in	heaven?

Michael Jibi during one of the planning meetings in Kajo Keji. Photo provided by Charlie Barebo.

Episcopal House residents learn about the life of Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy
By cAndice  wiLLiAMS

Who	 knew	 Jacqueline	 Bouvier	 Ken-
nedy	 didn’t	 enjoy	 feeding	 farm	 chick-
ens	or	that	Jackie	and	her	younger	sister	
Lee	handcrafted	a	summer	memoir	as	a	
gift	 to	 their	 mother	 or	 that	 Jackie	 was	
responsible	for	Congress	passing	legisla-
tion	to	protect	rare	
White	House	heir-
looms.

For	 nearly	 an	
hour	 on	 a	 warm	
spring	 Saturday	
afternoon,	 Allen-
town’s	 Episcopal	
House	 on	 Walnut	
Street	 was	 trans-
formed	into	a	bit	of	
Camelot	as	Lehigh	
Valley	 historian	
Mary	 Ann	 Leone	
shared	 her	 passion	
for	all	things	Jacqueline.	

“I	 love	 to	 talk	about	 the	hard-working	
girl	who	became	such	an	icon,”	Leone	said,	
adding,	Jacqueline’s	hunger	for	knowledge,	
her	flawed	(albeit	privileged)	upbringing,	
and	her	innate	grace	and	charm	all	came	
together	 when	 she	 somewhat	 reluctantly	
entered	the	world	of	politics.	

Leone	called	Kennedy	“fiercely	private	
and	protective	of	her	children,”	but	also	
adamant	about	where	to	share	her	con-

siderable	 talent	 and	 energy.	 	 	 “She	was	
complex,	 enigmatic,	 and	 lived	 life	 on	
her	terms,”	Leone	said.	

A	 summa	cum	 laude	graduate	of	Ce-
dar	Crest	College,	Allentown,	Leone	has	
amassed	 a	 poignant	 Kennedy	 memora-
bilia	and	“look-alike”	collection	that	the	

historian	 in-
corporates	
into	her	lec-
tures.			

Dressed	 in	
a	 Kennedy-
style	 jacket	
c o m p l e t e	
with	 lapel	
pin,	 Leone	
said,	 “It’s	 my	
mission	 to	
share	Jackie’s	
knowledge	

and	artifacts	with	the	community	at	large.”

A	 Journalism	 major,	 Leone	 said	 it	
was	a	chance	reading	of	a	Kennedy		bi-
ography	that	peaked	her	interest	in	the	
couple.		“I	gradually	developed	a	strong	
affinity	 for	 this	 remarkable	woman.	 	 I	
felt	a	connection	to	her	love	of	books,	
her	thirst	 for	knowledge	and	her	abil-
ity	to	rise	to	the	occasion	in	the	midst	
of	personal	problems.”	

Leone’s	 lectures	 began	 quite	 by	 acci-
dent.		“A	local	college	invited	me	to	pres-

ent	a	program	
on	Kennedy,”	
she	 said.	 	 “I	
was	 so	 sur-
prised	 to	 see	
how	 many	
area	 residents	
still	 were	
i n t e r e s t e d	
in	 learning	
about	her.”	

L e o n e ’ s	
presentat ion	

was	 so	 well-received,	 she	 of-
fered	 to	 present	 a	 similar	 talk	
to	her	alma	mater.

Later,	 the	 group’s	 president	
told	Leone	the	lecture	allowed	
guests	 to	 be	 transported	 back	
to	the	‘60s.	

Leone	 said	 sometime	 soon	
she	plans	 to	contact	 the	Ken-
nedy	 family	 and	plans	 to	visit	
the	Boston	area	to	learn	more	
about	Jackie.

	Many	in	the	audience	shared	
stories	 about	 Jackie,	 including	
how	it	was	“an	absolute	must”	
to	 own	 an	 outfit	 similar	 to	
one	Jackie	might	wear,	and,	of	
course,	 everyone	 had	 to	 own	
cultured	pearls.		

Leone	 said	 Jackie	 was	 an	 in-
spiration	to	women	everywhere.	
“She	exemplified	personal	beau-
ty,	talent	and	grace,”	Leone	said.		
“There	 will	 never	 be	 another	
quite	like	Jacqueline	Bouvier	Kennedy.”

Two Episcopal House residents 
reminisce about the Kennedy Era

“Jackie	 Kennedy’s	 parents	 were	 di-
vorced	 when	 she	 was	 just	 11.	 	 It	 must	
have	been	very	difficult	for	her.			She	was	
a	lady	with	a	lot	of	refinement.		I	enjoyed	
the	lecture	very,	very	much.”

	 Alfred F. Wolfe, 91--World War II 
Veteran

“I	 loved	 it.	 I	 absolutely	 loved	 it.	 It	
made	me	feel	so	good.	 	 It	was	really	a	
by-gone	era.	 	The	elegance	was	there.		
Such	a	fine	 lady.	 	 	 It	made	me	 feel	 so	
good	 to	 see	 she	 (Kennedy)	 was	 hon-
ored	that	way.		I	was	glad	to	be	part	of	
it.					She	(Kennedy)	made	women	they	
could	work	and	still	be	refined.		Wom-
en	 would	 dress	 up	 and	 wear	 chemise	
dresses	and	pill	box	hats	and	gloves.

Jackie	 made	 women	 feel	 feminine.		
She	made	them	feel	beautiful.”			

Patricia Brooke--Special Education 
Teacher, Retired, Emmaus High School

Mary Ann Leone on Kennedy
“I	used	to	think	of	Jacqueline	Kenne-

dy	as	a	pretty	lady	with	beautiful	clothes	
who	gave	a	tour	of	the	White	House	on	
TV.	When	I	became	interested	in	JFK	in	
the	1990s,	 at	first	 I	 just	 focused	on	 the	
scandals.	But	as	I	did	more	reading,	Jac-
queline	came	alive	for	me.

Her	 difficult	 childhood	 and	 escape	
into	books,	her	love	of	beauty	and	style,	
and	her	deep	commitment	to	historical	
preservation	all	resonated	with	me.

I	do	feel	a	real	kinship	with	her.	It	is	an	
honor	to	talk	about	her	more	serious	ac-
complishments	and	help	others	to	learn	
more	about	this	fascinating	woman.”Episcopal House residents enjoying the Kennedy lecture include Betty Bocherer, 

Suzanne Luke, Dolores Zehner, Sue Bastian,  and Margaret Rossi.

Christine Bauder, manager of Episcopal House and historian 
Mary Ann Leone of Allentown pose before Leone’s presenta-
tion to Episcopal House residents.

PhOtOS PrOvided By cAndice wiLLiAMS

Jackie Kennedy, photo courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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By KiM rOwLeS
Youth council goes online fall 2010

Kim Rowles is the Youth Missioner for the diocese.

The	 youth	 council	
for	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Beth-
lehem	 has	 gone	 “vir-
tual”.	 	Youth	 in	grades	9	
through	12	from	all	over	
the	diocese,	are	part	of	a	
new	initiative	to	organize	
events	 for	 the	 coming	

school	 year.	 	 Instead	 of	 meeting	 quar-
terly	for	three	hour	sessions	we	are	con-
ducting	meetings	online-	via	discussion	
threads	which	are	 communal	 and	open	
to	all	members	of	council.	 	This	means	
that	youth	who	live	in	the	far	reaches	of	
the	 diocese	 can	 work	 together	 without	
being	 concerned	 about	 weather,	 sched-
uling	 conflicts,	 and	 other	 issues	 which	
get	in	the	way	of	them	being	on	the	de-
cision-making	board.	 	Kim	Rowles,	 the	
Youth	Missioner,	is	acting	as	moderator	
for	these	discussions	from	New	York	City	
where	she	is	attending	seminary	at	Gen-

eral	 Theological	 Semi-
nary	 to	 earn	 her	 Masters	
of	Divinity.		

Youth	 council	 consists	
of	 members	 from	 large	
and	 small,	 liberal	 and	
conservative	 parishes.		

There	are	members	who	have	been	ac-
tive	since	they	were	12	and	now	seniors	
in	high	school	and	others	who	have	only	
become	 active	 in	 the	 last	 12	 months.	
All	 youth	who	are	 in	 grades	 9	 through	
12	and	who	have	participated	in	at	least	
one	youth	event	in	the	past	12	months	
are	 welcome	 to	 be	 on	 council.	 If	 you	
are	interested	in	serving	on	council	and	
missed	 the	 application	 deadline	 please	
let	Kim	Rowles	know	via	email	and	you	
may	be	allowed	on.		

As	of	the	time	this	article	was	written	
the	members	of	council	are:

Annika	 McGuirk	
(Epiphany,	 Clarks	 Sum-
mit)

Caitlyn	 Bullman	 (St.	
Anne’s	Trexlertown)

Isaac	 Martin	 (Cathe-
dral,	Bethlehem)

Kayla	Farley	(St.	Brigid’s,	Nazareth)

Matt	Potter	(St.	Brigid’s,	Nazareth)

Sebastian	Reifkohl	(St.	Brigid’s,	Nazareth)

Stephen	Yale	(Cathedral,	Bethlehem)

Tim	Duncan	(St.	John’s,	Hamlin)

Zowie	Saxman	(St.	Anne’s,	Trexlertown)

As	part	of	their	respon-
sibility	 in	 youth	 council,	
members	 are	 being	 asked	
to	 attend	 neighboring	
parishes	to	promote	youth	
events	 six	 weeks	 prior	 to	
events.	 	The	theory	is	an	
extension	 of	 	 the	 “Be	 a	

Friend,	Make	a	Friend,	Bring	a	friend	to	
Christ”	model.	 	If	teens	see	other	teens	
talking	 about	 all	 the	 fun	 they	 had	 at	
youth	 events,	 they	 are	 more	 likely	 to	
attend.	 It’s	 a	 more	 personal	 invitation.		
We	 have	 divided	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Beth-
lehem	into	regions	and	if	you	would	like	
to	have	a	visit	 from	one	of	our	council	
members	during	 the	 following	 time	pe-
riod	please	let	Kim	know	and	she	will	try	
to	arrange	a	visit.	

Happening	 #19	 Registration	 is	 open	
online	now.	Sundays	available	for	visits	
are:	 September	 26,	 October	 3,	 10,	 17,	
24,	31.	Happening	19	is	November	12-
14,	 2010	 at	 Kirby	 House	 in	 Mountain-
top,	 PA.	 Cost	 is	 $125.00.	 Scholarships	
are	available.

Bishop’s	Day	with	Youth	Registration	
will	open	online	November	22.	Sundays	
available	for	visits	are:	December	12,	19,	
26	January	3,	9,	and	16.	This	event	will	

be	held	at	the	Cathe-
dral	 of	 St.	 John	 the	
Divine	in	New	York,	
NY.	 Cost	 is	 $30.00	
per	person.	 	Scholar-
ships	are	available.

Christophany	 registration	 will	 open	
February	 4	 online.	 Sundays	 available	
for	visits	are:	February	20,	27,	March	6,	
13,	 20,	 27.	 Christophany	 will	 be	 held	
at	 Mount	 Pocono	 Retreat	 Center	 in	
Cresco,	PA.	Cost	is	$100.00	per	person.	
Scholarships	are	available.

Whose turn is it?
By cAnOn cLiff cArr

In	 the	 “Now-I’ve-Seen-Everything	
department,”	Barbara	Crafton	recently	
wrote	a	column	about	baking	bread	in	
a	 microwave	 oven	 to	 beat	 the	 heat.	
Doesn’t	 she	 know	 that	 microwaving	
bread	 can	 turn	 it	 into	 a	 rubbery	 sub-
stance	 in	 a	 manner	 of	 seconds?	 	 She	
swears	 it	 works,	 however,	 and	 even	
gives	a	recipe	at	the	end	of	her	column.

That	 got	 me	 thinking	 about	 micro-
waves	and	other	time-	and	work-saving	
devices	 we	 now	 find	 in	 most	 kitchens.	
Some	of	us	are	old	enough	to	remember	
when	 there	 were	 no	 microwaves,	 gar-
bage	disposals	or	automatic	dish-washers	
in	 our	 homes.	 Many	 of	 us	 can	 also	 re-
member	when,	if	there	were	two	or	more	
children	 in	 a	 family,	 there	 might	 be	 a	
conversation	 like	 this	 after	 the	 meal:	
“No,	it’s	her	turn	to	dry	and	my	turn	to	
put	the	dishes	away…”	Always	the	bick-
ering	about	whose	job	it	was	to	do	what	
–	 often	 repeated	 for	 other	 household	
tasks	 like	 making	 the	 beds,	 taking	 out	
the	trash	or	mowing	the	grass.

Sometimes	that	also	happens	in	the	
household	of	the	Church	–	we	say	it’s	
the	job	of	the	priest	or	the	deacon	–	or	
maybe	even	the	bishop	to	do	such	and	
such	–	like	spreading	the	Good	News	
for	example	–	that	dreaded	evangelism.

“We’re	not	trained	for	it,”	we	quickly	say	
–	we	didn’t	sign	on	for	that	part.	How-ever,	
training	 isn’t	 the	 issue.	 	 At	 our	 Baptism	
we	 were	 called,	 anointed,	 and	 equipped	
by		Christ	to	do	just	that	–	not	only	by	our	
words,	but	by	our	actions.

It	won’t	come	as	a	surprise	to	you	to	
hear	that	the	Church	is	a	family	–	and	
just	 like	 our	 own	 individual	 family,	
things	simply	won’t	get	done	unless	ev-
eryone	takes	up	some	part	of	the	task.

Deep	down	we	all	know	that,	but	oc-
casionally	there	is	some	bickering	about	
whose	 turn	 it	 is	 to	 wash,	 dry	 and	 put	
away.	And	like	our	families,	some	folks	
just	 disappear	 or	 hide	 in	 the	 garage	 or	
basement	when	it’s	time	to	work.

In	the	case	of	the	Church,	it	seems	that	
many	 members	 of	 the	 family	 imagine	
that	 the	 task	of	making	Christ	known,	
loved	 and	 served	 can	 only	 be	 done	 by	
those	who	have	titles	like	rector,	curate,	
deacon,	warden	and	vestry	person.

In	 our	 homes,	 when	 we	 grew	 up	
and	began	to	recognize	our	family	re-
sponsibilities,	we	eventually	came	to	
understand	that	if	the	household	was	
to	 run	 smoothly	 and	peace-fully,	we	
would	 have	 to	 do	 certain	 jobs,	 and	
at	 the	 same	 time	 urge	 and	 help	 the	
younger	 members	 of	 the	 family	 as	
they	 came	 along	 to	 do	 these	 things	
as	well,	without	a	lot	of	griping.	Very	
often	that	meant	we	had	to	do	some-
thing	we	didn’t	 really	enjoy	or	even	
excel	 at	–	whether	 it	was	dishwash-
ing	or	mowing	the	lawn.		So	it	is	with	
the	Church,	each	of	us	is	called	to	be	
part	of	the	Church’s	work	in	spread-
ing	the	Good	News	by	our	daily	lives	
and	actions.

From	 time	 to	 time	 in	 most	 parishes	
we	hear	pleas	for	teachers	or	coffee-hour	
hosts,	 acolytes,	 readers,	 musicfest	 park-
ing	attendants,	soup	kitchen	workers	…	
all	ways	Christ	is	calling	us	to	help	serve	
and	help	increase	the	harvest.

In	 today’s	 Gospel,	 Luke	 tells	 us	
how	 Jesus	 sent	 out	 70	 disciples	 to	
announce	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 God	 and	
work	 to	 increase	 the	 harvest.	 Note	
that	 they	were	not	 sent	out	 alone	–	
but	 in	 pairs	 –	 no	 one	 ever	 needs	 to	
do	 this	 alone.	 	 The	 bottom	 line	 is:	
all	of	us	 together:	old/young,	 single/
married/divorced,	 rich/poor,	 male/
female,	baptized/ordained	have	been	

called	to	make	Christ	known,	loved,	
and	served	in	our	time	and	place	–	to	
make	the	Kingdom	come	near.

The	 good	 news	 for	 today	 is	 this:	 If	
Christ’s	values	and	teachings	are	to	tri-
umph	in	our	society	and	our	world	of	
the	21st	century,	in	these	United	States	
in	the	234th	year	of	our	Independence,	
then	we	together	are	the	ones	who	are	
going	to	have	to	do	it.	The	harvest	is	
plentiful	 and	 the	 workers	 are	 indeed	
few	only	 if	we	count	on	the	ordained	
clergy	to	accomplish	the	task	all	alone.		
Christ	calls	all	of	us	and	Christ	sends	
all	of	us	out	into	the	world,	our	com-
munity,	 our	 schools,	 our	 workplaces,	
our	streets	and	neighborhoods	to	stand	
up	and	 to	 speak	up	–	 to	know	Christ	
and	to	make	Him	known	–	to	bring	the	
Kingdom	near	–or	 in	Paul’s	words:	 to	
boast	about	Christ	and	the	good	things	
he	has	done	for	us	by	stretching	out	his	
arms	on	the	cross	to	embrace	us	all.

Teresa	 of	 Avila	 was	 a	 cloistered	
Carmelite	nun	who	 lived	 in	the	16th	
century.	 Al-though	 she	 almost	 never	
ventured	out	into	the	world,	she	was	a	
very	influential	writer	and	reformer	of	
the	Church	of	her	day.	She	challenged	
people	to	follow	Christ	more	honestly	
and	generously	with	these	words:

Christ has no body on earth but yours,
No hands but yours, no feet but yours –
Yours are the eyes thru which Christ’s 

compassion looks out on the world—
Yours are the feet with which He is to go 

about doing good 
Yours are the hands with which He is to 

bless us now.
Teresa	clearly	understood	the	message	

of	 today’s	Gospel	 that	we	are	all	called	
and	all	sent	into	the	world	in	order	to	let	
Christ	speak	and	work	through	us.

As	 you	 return	 from	 Communion	
today,	 fed,	 nourished	 and	 empowered	

for	action,	ask	yourself	what	it	 is	that	
Christ	is	calling	you	to	do	to	help	share	
the	 Good	 News	 of	 God’s	 love	 and	
peace.	Are	you	willing	to	do	it	without	
bickering,	 hiding,	 or	 hoping	 that	 it’s	
someone	else’s	turn?

With	Paul,	let	us	keep	our	eyes	fixed	
on	 the	cross	of	Christ	 this	week,	 and	
ask	for	his	Spirit	to	guide	and	strength-
en	us	on	the	way.

[Canon Cliff Carr is a retired priest in 
the Diocese of Bethlehem who also pub-
lishes Jubilate, a hymnody for the church 
year and alternative prayers of the people 
weekly for the diocese. You can subscribe 
to the prayers of the people through the 
“Get Connected” box on our web site, 
www.diobeth.org. This sermon was 
preached at Trinity, Bethlehem on July 4, 
2010.]

The Rev. Canon Cliff Carr during Trinity, Bethle-
hem’s medieval Advent revel celebration last year. 
Photo by Kat Lehman

October 2010	 diocesanlife	 										A5

 www.diobeth.org      Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org



Status is a moving target
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By cAnOn Anne Kitch

Despite	 the	derivation	of	 the	word,	
status	 is	a	moving	 target.	 	Sometimes	
we	have	it,	sometimes	we	don’t.	Some-
times	 it	 is	high,	other	 times	 it	 is	 low.	
Sometimes	 we	 have	 to	 give	 it	 up,	 or	
sometimes	 it	 is	 taken	right	out	of	our	
grasp.	We	may	lose	it	without	intend-
ing	to,	or	it	can	simply	disappear.	

In	late	August,	I	attended	an	orienta-
tion	for	new	students	at	a	school	where	
I	am	taking	a	course	this	fall.		I	was	a	
bit	 anxious,	 as	 I	wasn’t	 sure	 I	needed	
to	be	there:	I	am	only	taking	one	class	
while	 other	 adults	 are	 entering	 into	
degree	programs.	When	I	walked	into	
the	 room,	 my	 discomfort	 increased.	 I	
had	 to	 take	my	place	at	a	conference	
table	 among	 strangers.	 Immediately	
the	 sorting	 began	 in	 my	 head.	 Who	
looked	safe	to	sit	next	to?	Who	seemed	
most	like	me?	Where	should	I	position	
myself?	After	 the	 formal	 introduction	
by	the	facilitator,	the	real	terror	began.	
An	icebreaker.	We	were	each	asked	to	
introduce	ourselves	with	some	particu-
lar	 details.	 Inside	 my	 head	 my	 status	
went	up	and	down.	What	should	I	say?	
I	have	nothing	in	common	with	these	
people.	What	will	make	the	right	im-
pression?	But	by	 the	 end	of	 the	 exer-

cise,	my	perspective	 and	attitude	had	
changed.	 I	 was	 struck	 by	 variety	 of	
people	 in	 the	 room,	 and	 engaged	 by	
the	hints	of	fascinating	life	stories.	The	
young	man	who	had	just	returned	from	
Iraq.	 The	 70-year-old	 nurse	 who	 is	
studying	literature	because	she	loves	it.	
The	middle-aged	engineer	who	wants	
to	 be	 a	 teacher.	 Gifts	 of	 self	 were	 of-
fered	by	each	person	in	the	room	and	
I	 connected	 to	 other	 people	 through	
their	 stories.	 Given	 my	 druthers,	 I	
would	 have	 missed	 them	 all.	 This	 is	
why	status	is	always	misleading,	because	
it	has	nothing	to	do	with	who	we	are.

The	 word	 status	 began	 as	 a	 legal	
term	 in	 the	 late	 18th	 century.	 Deriv-
ing	 from	the	Latin	 stare,	meaning	“to	
stand,”	 one’s	 status	 was	 one’s	 legal	
standing.	 	 If	 one	 were	 to	 ponder	 the	
theological	 implications	 of	 this	 term,	
one	might	be	tempted	to	ask,	what	 is	
my	 status	 in	 the	eyes	of	God?	Where	
do	I	 stand	with	God?	But	I	 think	the	
more	important	question	is,	who	am	I	
to	 God?	 The	answer	 to	 that,	 as	we	all	
well	know,	is…dirt.	

Remember	 how	 God	 created	 hu-
mankind?		We	have	two	stories	about	
this	 in	 Genesis.	 One	 tells	 us	 that	 we	
are	created	in	the	image	of	God.	The	
other	tells	us	that	we	are	created	out	of	
the	dust	of	the	earth.	Dust.	Dirt.	Soil.	
Humus.		And	humus,	which	is	the	root	
word	of	human,	is	also	the	root	of	hu-
mility.	To	have	humility,	to	be	humble,	
is	to	be	human.	To	embody	humility,	is	
to	be	most	ourselves.		Humility	does	not	

mean	 to	 be	 low	 to	 the	 ground.	 Rather	
it	means	to	be	close	to	ourselves	and	to	
our	creation	 in	 the	 image	of	God.	Au-
thentic	humility	asks	that	we	be	neither	
more	nor	 less	 than	who	we	are.	When	
God	 looked	upon	humankind,	 and	ev-
erything	 that	God	had	made,	God	saw	
that	it	was	not	only	good,	but	very	good.	
Status	 is	 a	moving	 target.	Who	we	are	
in	the	eyes	of	God	is	constant:	created,	
beloved,	and	very	good.	

Humility	 is	 a	 core	 strength.	 At	 the	
end	of	the	day,	a	stance	of	humility	is	
much	 more	 powerful	 than	 any	 posi-
tion	of	status	no	matter	how	high.	Je-
sus	often	subverts	the	notion	of	status	
through	 parables	 such	 as	 the	 seating	
at	the	wedding	banquet	and	teachings	
such	as	the	fi	rst	shall	be	last.	Positions	
of	status	are	not	secure.	If	you	choose	
a	 seat	of	honor,	 it	 can	be	 taken	 from	
you.	But	who	you	are	as	God’s	created	
beloved	can	never	be	taken	from	you.

For	 Jesus,	our	humanity,	our	humil-
ity,	is	directly	connected	to	hospitality.	
If	genuine	humility	is	being	the	person	
God	 created	 me	 to	 be,	 beloved	 and	
good,	 the	 same	must	be	 true	of	 every	
person.	 Invitations	 to	God’s	 table	 are	
not	 to	 be	 based	 on	 the	 status	 of	 the	
guests	or	what	anyone	may	gain.	True	
hospitality,	sacred	hospitality,	is	to	of-
fer	a	seat	at	the	table	to	those	who	are	
most	in	need:	the	poor,	the	lonely,	the	
least	 and	 the	 lost.	 Jesus	 is	 concerned	
with	 the	 well-being	 of	 others	 and	
asks	the	same	of	us.	Whether	it	is	the	
dreaded	 middle	 school	 lunchroom,	 a	

convention	banquet,	or	a	parish	coffee	
hour,	 Jesus	 asks	us	 to	 set	 status	 aside.	
Rather	than	entering	the	room	check-
ing	out	who	is	there	and	how	we	stack	
up	 against	 them,	 Jesus	 invites	 us	 to	
cross	the	threshold	with	humility	and	
an	 orientation	 towards	 welcome	 and	
service,	recognizing	that	each	person	is	
made	in	the	image	of	God.		Each	per-
son,	any	person,	regardless	of	status	is	
deserving	of	respect	and	kindness.

Status	 is	a	moving	 target.	The	 love	
of	God	is	not.	The	love	of	God	is	the	
dust	from	which	we	were	created,	the	
soil	 in	 which	 we	 are	 rooted	 and	 fi	nd	
strength	to	grow,	and	the	ground	upon	
which	we	stand	fi	rm:	the	same	ground	
on	which	we	all	stand.

[Editor’s Note: this article was fi rst 
preached as a sermon at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity on August 29th, 
2010 based on the scripture readings for 
Proper 17 C.]

Happening

19 
 Mountain Top PA, Kirby House November 12-14,2010

Youth in Grades 9-12 
are invited to 
a 2 day retreat in 
Mountaintop filled 
with fun stuff. 
There’s like 
discussions, and 
group things, its 
alota fun. (to quote a 
previous participant)

GO!!!!

Cost $125.00 per participant, Scholarships available, Contact Kim 
Rowles Youth Missioner at 610-751-3931 for more information.  
Registration opens September 26 and closes October 31.  
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Diocesan-Sponsored Training

November 5, 6, 7, 2010

St. Stephen's Pro-Cathedral
Wilkes-Barre, PA

Episcopalians & Students: $45
(scholarships available)

Deadline for Registration: October 22, 2010

Sponsored by the Peace Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem
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The Bakery and electronic newsletters ––	The	online	Bak-
ery,	includes	news,	ideas,	opinion	and	conversation	related	to	our	di-
ocesan	community,	the	Episcopal	Church	and	the	Anglican	Commu-
nion.	Consider	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.	Bethlehem,	
you	know,	means	“House	of	Bread”	in	Hebrew.	There	are	a	wealth	of		
electronic	newsletters	available	on	our	diocesan	web	site,	www.diobeth.
org. Complete	the	bit	of	information	requested	at	the	“Get	Connected”	
box,	column	on	the	right	to	join	either	Bakery	or	any	of	the	other	re-
sources	listed.	Thank	you	for	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.

Sep.	 28:	 Pre-Convention	 Meeting,	
St.	Alban’s,	Sinking	Spring	7:00	P.M.

Sep.	30:	Pre-Convention	Meeting,	
Epiphany,	Clarks	Summit	7:00	P.M.

Oct.	 1:	 Wine	 and	 Food	 Pairing,	
Trinity,	 Bethlehem	 7:00	 to	 9:00	 P.M.	
Cost	is	$50	per	person;	tickets	must	be	
purchased	 in	advance.	Please	contact	
Karen	Ernst	at	610-216-3997	for	more	
information	and	to	purchase	tickets.

Oct.	2:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Oct.	3:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Barnabas,	
Kutztown

Oct.	 4:	 Standing	 Committee,	 Di-
ocesan	 House,	 Bethlehem	 2:00	 to	
3:30	P.M.

Oct. 5: Diocesan Life deadline 
for November edition

Oct.	 5:	 Pre-Convention	 Meeting,	
Nativity	7:00	P.M.

Oct.	5:	Clergy	Bible	Study	6,	Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre,	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	7:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	 8-9:	 Diocesan	 Convention,	
Cathedral	 Church	 of	 the	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem.	 Registration	 will	 open	
July	30th	online	at	www.diobeth.org	

Oct.	12:	Clergy	Bible	Study	7,	St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	14:	Celebration	of	New	Minis-
try	–	Institution	of	the	Rev.	H.	Jona-
than	 Mayo,	 St.	 George’s,	 Hellertown	
7:00	P.M.	Reception	to	Follow.	Clergy	
to	wear	white	 stoles.	RSVP	610-838-
9355	or	stgeorges@rcn.com.	

Oct.	16:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Oct.	17:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Thomas,	
Morgantown

Oct.	17:	Bishop	Jack,	Grace,	Allentown

Oct.	 19:	 	 Souper	 Day	 for	 New	
Bethany	Ministries,	Candelight	Inn,	
Bethlehem	Township	10:00	A.M.

Oct.	 19:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	
Martin	in	the	Fields,	Mountain	Top	
6:00	P.M.

Oct.	 19:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda,	4:00	P.M.

Oct.	21:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2	&	4,	
St.	Stephen’s,	Whitehall,	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	23	and	Oct.	30:	SoulCollage	
Workshop,	Trinity,	Bethlehem	10:00	
A.M.	 to	 3:00	 P.M.	 led	 by	 Dr.	 Amy	
Cohen.	Cost	is	$20.	Pre-registration	
is	required.	Please	contact	Mo.	Laura	
Howell	at	610-867-4741	to	register.

Oct.	 24:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Luke’s,	
Scranton

Oct.	24:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Martin	in	
the	Fields,	Mountain	Top

Oct.	26:	Clergy	Bible	Study	3,	St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Spring,	2:00	P.M.

Oct.	 26:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 All	

Saints,	Lehighton	6:00	P.M.

Oct.	 30:	Daughters	 of	 the	King	As-
sembly,	St.	Luke’s,	Scranton	9:00	A.M.

Oct.	30:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Oct.	 31:	 St.	 George’s	 Purse	 and	
Jewelry	 Party,	 St.	 George’s,	 Heller-
town	 2:00	 P.M.	 Refreshments	 pro-
vided.	Price	range	is	 from	$16	to	$42.	
A	portion	of	the	proceeds	benefi	ts	St.	
George’s.	For	more	information,	please	
call	610-838-9355.

Nov. 2: Diocesan Life deadline for 
December edition

Nov.	 2:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	 4:	 Clergy	 Day,	 St.	 Stephen’s,	
Wilkes-Barre	9:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov.	6:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov. 7: Daylight Savings Time ends

Nov.	7:	Bishop	Paul,	All	Saints,	Lehighton

Nov.	7:	Bishop	Jack,	Trinity,	Carbondale

Nov.	 9:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	10-19:	Howard	Stringfellow	and	
Charlie	 Barebo	 in	 Kajo	 Keji	 for	 New	
Hope.	Please	pray	for	travel	mercies	and	
for	our	companion	Diocese	of	Kajo	Keji.

Nov.	 11:	 Ecumenical	 and	 Interfaith	
Commission,	 St.	 Stephen’s,	 Wilkes-
Barre	12:30	P.M.

Nov.	 11:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 1,	 Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	12:	Incorporated	Trustees	Meet-
ing,	Nativity,	Bethlehem	10:00	A.M.

Nov.	 12-14:	 Happening,	 Kirby	
House,	 Mountain	 Top.	 Registration	
will	 open	 September	 17th	 online	 at	
www.diobeth.org	 Questions?	 Contact	
Kim	Rowles,	610-751-3931

Nov.	13:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov.	 14:	 L’Orgue	 Mystique,	 Cathe-
dral	 Classics,	 Cathedral	 Church	 of	
the	 Nativity,	 Bethlehem	 4:00	 P.M.	
Suggested	 donation	 $10.00.	 Richard	
Spotts,	Organist.

Nov.	 17:	 New	 Bethany	 Personnel	
Meeting,	Diocesan	House	2:30	P.M.

Nov.	18:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2	&	4,	
St.	Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

Nov.	19:	Incorporated	Trustees,	Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem	10:00	A.M.

Nov.	20:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Nov.	 21:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 Good	 Shep-
herd	and	St.	John,	Milford

Nov.	21:	Bishop	Jack,	Christ	Church,	
Forest	City

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

October	3:	St.	Joseph’s	Church,	Pen	Argyl	
and	 St.	 Mary’s	 Church,	 Wind	 Gap:	 The	
Rev.	Dr.	Jane	Gaeta,	Priest-in-charge

October	10:	Trinity	Church,	Pottsville:	The	
Rev.	James	Rinehart,	Rector.

October	17:	Christ	Church,	Reading:	The	
Rev.	 John	 R.	 Francis,	 Rector,	 The	 Rev.	
Douglas	Moyer,	Assistant,	and	for	the	New	
Hope	Campaign.

October	 24:	 St.	 Mary’s	 Church,	 Reading:	
The	 Rev.	 Nancy	 M.	 Packard,	 Rector	 and	
for	the	Daughters	of	the	King

October	 31:	 Church	 of	 the	 Redeemer,	
Sayre:	 The	 Rev.	 Andrea	 Baldyga,	 Priest-in-
charge	and	for	the	Social	Ministries	Committee

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
October	3:	The	Church	in	Wales:	The	
Most	 Rev.	 Dr.	 Barry	 Cennydd	 Mor-
gan	Archbishop	of	Wales	&	Bishop	of	
Llandaff

October	 10:	 The	 Church	 of	 the	 Prov-
ince	 of	 West	 Africa:	 The	 Most	 Rev.	
Justice	Ofei	Akrofi		Archbishop	of	West	
Africa	&	Bishop	of	Accra

October	17:	The	Church	 in	 the	Prov-
ince	of	the	West	Indies

October	24:	The	offi	ce	of	the	Anglican	
Observer	 at	 the	 United	 Nations,	 New	
York,	 and	 the	 Anglican	 UN	 Advisory	
team	in	Geneva,	as	they	strengthen	the	
mission	of	the	Communion	by	convey-
ing	Anglican	concerns	to	the	UN	and	
Governments,	 and	 keeping	 Anglicans	
informed	 about	 international	 initia-
tives.

October	 31:	 The	 Church	 of	 Ceylon	
(E-P	to	the	Archbishop	of	Canterbury)

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org
October	 3:	 Loopo	 Parish:	 The	 Rev.	
Chaplain	Wori.	Finance	Ministry:	The	
Rev.	Jale	Edward	Woli	Joseph.

October	10:	Lori	Parish:	The	Rev.	Yunis	
Kiden.	 MES:	 Duesuk	 Alex	 and	 Moro	
James.

October	17:	Lorudung	Parish:	The	Rev.	
Elinoma	 Rabuk	 Sebang.	 HIV/AIDS	
Ministry:	 Monday	 Robert	 and	 Winnie	
Israel	Taban.

October	 24:	 Lu’bule	 Parish:	 The	 Rev.	
Clement	 Duku.	 Bethlehem	 Tailoring	
Training	 Center:	 Grace	 Tomor,	 Staff	
and	Children.

October	 31:	 Lukura	 Parish:	 The	 Rev.	
David	 Duku.	 Diocesan	 Secretary:	 The	
Rev.	Murye	Emmanuel.

Nov.	 21:	 The	 Mendelssohn	 Trio,	
Trinity,	 Pottsville	 4:00	 P.M.	 Part	 of	
Trinity,	Pottsville’s	 concert	 series.	 For	
more	 information	 about	 the	 group:	
www.mendelssohnpianotrio.org	

Nov.	 23:	 Insurance	 Committee	
Meeting,	Diocesan	House,	Bethlehem	
11:00	A.M.

Nov.	 23:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda	4:00	P.M.

Nov.	 23:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	 Jo-
seph’s,	Pen	Argyl	6:00	P.M.

Nov.	 30:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 3,	 St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Spring	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	2:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativ-
ity,	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	4:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Dec.	 5:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 Holy	 Cross,	
Wilkes-Barre

Dec.	5:	Bishop	Jack,	St.	Joseph’s,	Pen	Argyl

Dec.	5:	Advent	Lessons	and	Carols,	
Trinity,	Pottsville	4:00	P.M.

Dec.	6:	Standing	Committee,	Dioc-
esan	 House,	 Bethlehem	 2:00	 P.M.	 to	
3:30	P.M.

Dec.	 7:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	 7:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Good	
Shepherd,	Scranton	6:00	P.M.

Dec.	11:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Dec.	12:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Mary’s,	Reading

Dec.	 12:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 Good	 Shep-
herd,	Scranton

Dec.	 14:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	 16:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2	&	4,	
St.	Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	18:	Bishop’s	School,	St.	Peter’s,	
Hazleton	10:00	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Dec.	 19:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Alban’s,	
Sinking	Spring

Dec.	 19:	 Handel’s	 Messiah,	 Cathe-
dral	Classics,	Cathedral	Church	of	the	
Nativity,	 Bethlehem	 4:00	 P.M.	 Sug-
gested	 donation	 $10.00.	 Cathedral	
Choir	 and	 Cathedral	 Choral	 Society	
with	Russell	Jackson,	Organist.

Dec.	 20:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	 21:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 3,	 St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Spring	2:00	P.M.

Dec.	21:	Archdeacon	Visit,	St.	Brig-
id’s,	Nazareth	6:00	P.M.

Dec.	24:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Stephen’s,	
Wilkes-Barre

Dec.	24:	Bishop	Jack,	Nativity,	Bethlehem



Episcopal Church Women host festive tea
By LAurA cheGwidden

A	late	summer	respite	was	held	by	the	diocesan	Epis-
copal	Church	Women	(ECW)	at	Cathedral	Church	of	
the	Nativity,	Bethlehem,	 to	explore	 the	cathedral’s	his-
tory,	celebrate	Holy	Eucharist,	and	enjoy	tea	and	fellow-
ship.		Two	members	of	the	cathedral’s	History	Committee,	
John	Weiler	and	Terri	Miller,	presented	an	historical	and	
architectural	overview	of	Nativity.	The	speakers	empha-
sized	the	strong	ties	of	Bethlehem’s	Episcopal	community	
to	worship,	education	and	health/	pastoral	care	needs	for	
the	Christian	community.

The	Rt.	Rev.	Jack	Croneberger	celebrated	the	Eu-
charist	on	the	day	set	aside	as	the	lesser	feast	of	John	
Dubose.		A	full	accompaniment	of	hymns	enhanced	
our	 worship	 together.	 Later,	 amid	 festive	 arrange-
ments	of	tea	settings	and	ladies’	hats,	the	cathedral	
and	 diocesan	 staffs	 joined	 about	 thirty	 members	 of	
ECW	for	a	tea	prepared	by	members	of	the	cathedral	
and	the	ECW	board.

John Weiler points out unique architectural details during tour of the sanctuary. Photo by Kat Lehman

Members of ECW enjoy conversation before beginning the tour. Photo by Kat Lehman

Tea party participants line up for traditional tea fare provided by Cathedral Church of the Nativity and 
the ECW board. Photo by Kat Lehman

One of several themed displays with hats, flowers, and of course, teapots. Photo by Kat Lehman

Dorothy Shaw, President, Gloria Brown, Province III representative, and Marlene Hartshorne, past President enjoy the sun.
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