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From Renewal Assembly to parish reality
BY BILL McGINTY
Moving progressively through the stages of
Risk to Opportunities (R20), parishes learned the
essentials of renewal. Many attended the two day
conference on asset mapping led by Luther Snow.
However, translating the theory of renewal into
reality can be difficult.
In Milford, the vestry has taken this task seriously, and has worked through each stage of
renewal to make it a reality. The following describes their attempt to incorporate Stage II,
“Congregational Discernment,” into the overall
plan of renewal for the parish.

Asset Mapping! What is it?
Asset mapping is a term used in parish renewal to ascertain the strengths
of a parish and its people. Normally,
we include, such things as: buildings,
endowments, finances and other resources. However, assets can be much
more than that. Would you say that
“youth” is an asset? It is an important
question considering the fact that we
often refer to “youth” as the “future of
the church.”
At Good Shepherd we have been
surprised by the unexpected places our true assets have come from.
Time and again, we have needed
someone to head a particular ministry and along comes the perfect per-

son. We might call this divine providence, but more often it has been a
distinct part of shared ministry.
“Shared ministry” grows out of the
canon proclaiming that “all Christians
are called to ministry through virtue
of their baptism.” Shared ministry is
using the talents and abilities of the
congregation as a call to ministry in
meeting the church’s mission.
Once you adopt shared ministry you
open the door to celebrating the talent
of parish members. They become the
greatest “asset” the parish possesses.
This is a deliberate policy because
underpinning our approach to ministry is the question: “How can we involve the maximum number of people
in one form of ministry or another?”
It is not the only question we ask ourselves. Expanding the Episcopal presence in Pike County, is a part of our mission. We constantly ask ourselves,“How
can we move into other ministries that
reflect our mission statement?”
Church for Episcopalians, is about
much more than worship. Episcopalians—seeing themselves as the
“Body of Christ”—go much further. They want to demonstrate that
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Luther Snow lead participants in an asset mapping workshop March 25-26 in the Lehigh
Valley. This workshop was sponsored by the Moravian Seminary and the diocese.

they are commissioned to continue
Christ’s redeeming work of salvation. That commission comes close
to being an obligation we undertake
for the sake of the Gospel.
Subsequently, a majority of people in
the parish are involved in some form of
ministry. We began our renewal with
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Easter and Fenway Park
BY BISHOP PAUL MARSHALL
I don’t have the patience or devotion to be a good baseball fan,
but for the last 15 years I have
worked in an office where baseball
is taken very seriously, religiously perhaps. I have observed two
things about baseball fans that I
admire very much.
First, they believe in miracles. In
fact they have seen them and wait
for the next one regularly.
Second – so important for our
troubled culture – they believe in
next year.
I say this because after years of
struggling with the lessons for Easter, I received some clarity by way
of a baseball story that I found discussed in a book on the unlikely
topic of English composition.
It all happened in place not too
awfully far from here, at least as
geographers tell it, in Fenway
Park, admiringly described as “a
lyric little bandbox of a ball park.”
Ted Williams was ending a decades-long baseball career on a
muggy afternoon in September of
1960. His was a career with some
struggles, especially with the press,
but Williams was a man focused on
just one thing: being the best hitter
he could be, the best in the world, he
hoped. That was all he cared about,
which made him a somewhat chilly
figure in the culture of celebrity.
But he was focused, and stayed

in focus right to the end. And what
so famously happened was that in
his last at-bat ever, after one ball
and one strike, Williams connected very solidly. The ball took off,
the crowd went wild, and as usual
Williams ran the bases quickly,
never tipping his hat to the crowd
or even looking up.
It takes less than one minute to
watch this miracle on YouTube,
and it is easily glossed over, but
a young man from just outside of
Reading, Pennsylvania, was there.
He recognized the miracle for what
it was, and froze it in time.
John Updike’s lengthy account
of the game for The New Yorker is
available online. It is well worth
reading. It includes this astonishing description of that home run
ball: “It was in the books while it
was still in the sky.”
In his book on the art of writing,
Stanley Fish describes that as one of
the great sentences in American literature. He thinks that is so because
Updike suspends the ball in mid-flight
and describes its future all in twelve
words of one syllable each. The use of
the word “while” connects past and
future in an elegant and unforgettable
way. “It was in the books while it was
still in the sky.”
In the great Easter reading from
Colossians, St. Paul does much
the same thing. He says, “Seek the
things that are above...you have
died…for your life is hidden with

Welcome to new clergy in the diocese
BY KAT LEHMAN

Two new clergy members have
joined the diocese this past month
through the transfer of their canonical residency.
Please welcome The Rev. Valerie Miller from the Diocese of
Southeast Florida. She lives in the
Stroudsburg area and is in hospital
chaplaincy.
Although not technically new to
the diocese, The Rev. Bill Martin
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has transferred to Bethlehem. Bill
was formerly part of the Diocese
of Western Massachusetts and is
serving as Priest-in-Charge at St.
Brigid’s, in Nazareth.
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Christ in God.”
Like Updike’s description of
that stupendous home run, the
apostle is trying to freeze in one
moment what is a trajectory
along a beautiful arc, so that we
can look at it and be encouraged,
confident, and joyful.
His point is that we are like that
baseball. A mighty champion has
put us into flight; our meaning, our
purpose, and our destination are
being revealed only as we travel that
arc. St. Paul asks us to see ourselves
in the Easter moment, suspended
in time and space so that we can
stand in awe of our origin and courageously seek our future.
No matter how you approach
the various memories of the Resurrection that the New Testament
preserves, the assorted stories and
theologies have just one meaning.
The same Jesus who loved people,
who spoke the truth consistently,
and who remained faithful to his
mission right to the agonizing end,
stands vindicated by God, and his
name is exalted to the skies. God
has set his eternal seal of approval
on Jesus’ faithfulness, compassion, and willingness to endure
suffering for the sake of others.
Everybody’s life has challenges,
opportunities, heartbreak, and exultation. We do not have a choice
about that. What we do have a
choice about is whether or not we
will seek meaning amidst the high
times, the low times, and the times
of just getting through the day. We
have a choice about meaning. About
making meaning. St. Paul says,
you want meaning—find it as you
explore life in the crucified and
risen Christ.
Paul sees our baptism much like
a home run. The actual impact is
brief—no longer than it takes to
splash water on a baby’s head—
but then comes the life-long arc as
the trajectory is followed and the
bases are run.
In a consumer culture which
makes people feel specially entitled
on some days and hopelessly secTHE DIOCESE OF BETHLEHEM

The Episcopal Church in eastern and northeastern
PA, 63 churches in 14 counties: Berks, Bradford,
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ond-rate on others, Easter asks you
to stand a little bit in awe of yourself
as you exist in relation to God’s love.
When the day is hard, can you stop
to imagine yourself as Jesus’ homerun ball: climbing, seeking what is
above? When the day is just another one-foot-in-front-of-another
enterprise, can you remember that
“Baseball is a game of the long season, of relentless and gradual averaging out?” We are headed for that
center-field wall—what makes us
different is that we know we will
clear it. Easter asks us to look at our
lives on the average, following the
arc and not being crushed by this or
that current event.
So what can we take home
from this interweaving of stories,
Christ’s story, Williams’ story, and
our own story? Two things, I think.
First, like a good baseball fan,
believe in miracles—especially the
miracle that is you in your life with
Christ. Stand a bit in awe of that
high-climbing ball each day and
seek the meaning it bears.
Second, believe in next year,
and the next and the next, all with
home field advantage. As you pass
through them you will find your
meaning revealed in Christ, one
for the books.
Author’s note. Passages in quotation marks
are from John Updike’s “Hub Fans Bid Kid
Adieu” (New Yorker 1960-10-22), which
may be read at http://www.baseball-almanac.com/articles/hub_fans_bid_kid_adieu_
article.shtml. Stanley Fish’s book is How to
Write a Sentence: And How to Read One
(Harper-Collins, 2011).
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“I want it all”
BY ARCHDEACON HOWARD STRINGFELLOW

It must have been Holy Tuesday. Just when I thought I had
seen most everything, walking
to the post office on West Fourth
Street in Bethlehem, I saw one
of those personalized license
plates. Not the official ones that
are made to order and are legal
plates found on the rear bumper.
This was an unofficial one found
on the front bumper. Palm trees,
after a manner of speaking, were
to the right and to the left, framing an orange sunset across a
bay. And in the middle, in script,
was this confident advertisement: “I want it all.”
What does it mean to have it
“all”? Does it mean that as long
as someone else has a penny
in a bank account or in a mattress somewhere that you don’t
quite have it all? Maybe you
have a tremendously expensive house, as someone once
described his house to me, on
that very beach, framed by
those same palm trees. Then,
do you have it all? Or you may
have a penthouse in Manhattan and a studio in Nob Hill.
Maybe you have a BMW and a
Porsche. Season tickets to the

Yankees and the Giants. Then,
do you have it all? Or maybe an
apartment in West Allentown or
a house in historic district with
all your bills paid. Or, perhaps,
the roof over your head leaks
during hard rains, and you have
to pick and choose among your
necessary medications. Then,
do you have it all? The answer
is: “Quite possibly.”
This is the season about having it all, about having everything of any importance whatsoever. For the time is now
when we can be assured that
the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ conquers the enemy
of us all and opens to us the
gate of everlasting life.
But Easter is about having it
all in another way, too. Have you
ever seen a child at around noon
on Christmas Day, when all the
family and friends have gathered, and the thought is moving
across her or his consciousness
that all the presents have been
given, and the day holds no more
mountains to climb, no more
wrapping paper to wrestle? We
are in a similar circumstance—
all of God’s truly significant gifts
have been given to us: the enemy

of us all has been conquered.
God has given us the most precious gift in his bounty to give
whether we have too much or
too little, whether we dine on
hamburger or crab, whether our
stocks are rising or falling, or
whether we are “in” or “out” at
the club or the office.
From time to time I am asked
why the Bible stopped being
written—if the Bible is God’s
revelation to us, and it is, did
that revelation stop at the end
of the first century when additional writings stopped being
added to the body of writings
thought to be the Word of God?
The answer I usually give is an
Easter answer. The gift of eternal life given in the resurrection
and the gift of the Holy Spirit
given at Pentecost are the very
big gifts God has to bestow. It
isn’t that God doesn’t have the
money or the goods to be more
generous; it is that God has given us what we need. And God
has given it in full measure.
I suppose a kind of ambition
is in our nature: to want more,
to think we deserve more, and
to go out and try to get it. And
so much of our culture and our

national ideals propel us to do
just that. But wrangling more
and more out of God may just
not be in the cards we’ve been
dealt. And we may forget what
a tremendous barrier the just
and innocent man, indeed, the
Son of God, broke when he was
killed and when God raised him
from the dead. Do any of us
need to go faster than the speed
of light? Can we really make
heaven a better place? Will our
lives be significantly improved if
our ISP provides the 100 Mbps
that it promises? How much do
we have to be given before it
dawns on us that we really do
have it all?

Generation owe
BY NATHAN DUNGAN

We are all familiar with the descriptive monikers for different
generations: the baby-boomers,
generation X, generation Y, and
most recently, generation owe?
Though the last one isn’t a codified term in the lexicon of popculture, it is unfortunately an accurate summation of a common
characteristic of many young
people in North America. It is
also the title of a great article I
recently read in the Vancouver Sun. The article asks one of
the critical questions of the day:
“Who should be responsible for
kids’ financial literacy?”.
The author highlights two of
the most pressing financial issues of our time - our ballooning debt, both private and public,
and our uncertainty about how
to get that debt under control.
Before I outline some thoughts
on re-shaping and improving financial education for the next
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generation, I want to underscore
just how serious an issue this
is. Here are two telling statistics
from a survey commissioned by
the investing firm Scottrade:
•

•

A majority of Baby-Boomers (58 percent) say, if given a second chance, they
would have started saving
at a younger age
The majority (55 percent)
of Gen Yers have not started to save for retirement.

Taken together, these stats
highlight the need to engage in
serious conversations about our
financial habits.
First, if we are going achieve
meaningful change in the financial literacy levels of the
next generation, we must look
to the logical places that can
help convene the conversations. Improving our national

financial health will require
broad participation from families, schools, faith communities
and community organizations.
We’re also going to have to talk
about money in new and different ways. By that I mean going
beyond learning financial terminology like credit scores, debt,
time value of money, assets and
401K to name a few. To achieve
optimal financial literacy means
including discussions on things
like needs and wants, the effects
of our spending choices on ourselves and the world, defining
our money values, the power of
advertising, and our future financial goals, to name a few.
In short, if you’re reading this article, then you share some responsibility to join (or start!) a conversation about money and values.
Everyone’s engagement with this
topic is the best hope we have of
improving our financial literacy.
Welcome to the conversation!

Nathan Dungan is the author of
the Share Save Spend® program and
has led several workshops in the diocese on personal finance. This article was reprinted with permission
from his newsletter Money Sanity
Solutions™
If you would like more information about Nathan or his program,
please contact Dan Charney, our
Stewardship Missioner.
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Purls of love transcend faith backgrounds
BY KAT LEHMAN
What transcends faith backgrounds, race, creeds, age and helps
thousands in our area? Knitting
ministry does and it’s fast becoming
one of the largest outreach ministries in our diocese.
On March 19th, Canon Jane
Teter led 50 participants from 22
churches in Lebanon County in a
workshop entitled “Contemplative Knitting and Crocheting.” Jane,
who was expecting a smaller group,
was overwhelmed by the amount of
enthusiasm and number of groups
represented. “Part of the fun of days
like these is when people trade patterns and yarn and ideas of what
they do,” she stated.
Linda Arguedas organized the event
held at St. Luke’s Episcopal Church in
Lebanon with the assistance of Laurie Daub and Pat Walter along with
members of Hooks and Needles, the
prayer shawl ministry group at the
church. Participants came and shared
with the group the incredible joy of
doing something they love while benefiting those in need.

While many people knit by themselves, others enjoy participating in
organized groups. Trinity, Bethlehem’s crafting group led by Gaby
Whittier, started knitting chemo
caps when Mo. Laura Howell’s
mother was diagnosed with cancer.
When the Knitter’s Edge, owned by
JoAnne Turcotte, opened two years
ago, the group moved to that location and currently knits every
Thursday from 3:30 to 5:30 P.M.
This charity knitting group now has
about ninety members with 12 to
15 regular Thursday attendees. The
group inspired Turcotte and Howell
to create a “Quiet Day” for knitters.
Last year was the first year for
this retreat focused on contemplative knitting and crocheting. The
group made washcloths for Turning Point, a ministry that assists
victims of domestic violence. This
year’s Quiet Day was held on May
9th at St. Francis Center for Renewal in Bethlehem. The 65 women who participated made toddler
hats for the Nurse Family Partnership that supports 254 young
mothers and children. Plymouth

Photo by Kat Lehman

The entire group busy knitting caps for this year’s Nurse Family Partnership project.

This was hardly an isolated event.
Charity knitting has become a phenomenon in the diocese and benefits thousands of people. Canon
Teter has, for many years, been collecting hats, sweaters, and scarves
for the Seamans’ Church Institute.
She isn’t sure how many knitters
participate, as items seem to mysteriously appear at Diocesan House
during the year, but knows of at
least 20 parishes that contribute to
her annual drive. Many people also
bring items every year to Diocesan
Convention. She did state that the
ministry has grown, as more people
feel called to contribute. “We sent at
least ten large boxes to the Institute
last year,” she said.

Yarn donated 75 balls of Encore
yarn for this year’s event.
St. Francis Center for Renewal got
involved when Howell gave the Sisters
hats for the Intermediate Unit students
who use the former school grounds.
The Center donates the space for the
retreat. Sr. Anita Kuchera said that
this ministry “means so much to the
people.” She related the story of a
woman who felt the knitter’s presence comforting her every time she
had the shawl that was given to her
around her shoulders.
Participants of this year’s Quiet
Day were young, old, and in between. Many expressed the joy
and satisfaction they experienced
when using their gifts and love
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of knitting to
benefit others.
Joline Franch
of Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
White House,
NJ wanted to
do something
outreach oriented for her
parish.
Her
prayer shawl
group started about two
years ago with
Photo by Kat Lehman
12 to 14 mem- JoAnne Turcotte helps a knitter with one of three hat patterns for this
bers and has year’s project.
given
away
Grace Hochella, a member of
200 shawls to her community. Her
Central Moravian Church in Bethletake on why it’s successful is that
hem, started doing charity knitting
“It’s a woman’s ministry and that
last year but has been a knitter for
cuts through all the other stuff.”
about 30 years. “Knitting quiets the
Loraine Johnson, a beginner knit- soul. With the event of my father
ter and member of Trinity Episcopal passing, knitting became a refuge.
Church in Bethlehem, began knit- Healing came from knitting for othting chemo caps with Whittier’s craft ers and the banquet opened up.”
group. Now she makes chemo caps She says the fellowship and artistic
for specific people who are dealing interaction are exciting as well.
with cancer. She said it’s “very relaxUpcoming is the Fourth Annual
ing and there’s something about the
Prayer Shawl Gathering, already
prayer and the rhythm that calms.”
scheduled for September 10th at
Stephanie Supinkski, the branch Cathedral Church of the Nativity in
manager for Palmer Library start- Bethlehem and sponsored by their
ed the group “Sew Others May Be ministry called “Yarns of Love.” Past
Warm” because she saw a need conferences have had 50 or more
for older women to get involved in participants from as far away as
a fun outreach project. Her group White House, NJ and King of Prushas become a support group for sia, PA. Sally Snyder, coordinator
the women who attend. Their fo- of Yarns of Love, has her own story
cus is making prayer shawls, blan- to tell about connecting knitting to
kets and hats for local organiza- mission and ministry. Don’t miss it
tions and hospitals.
in next month’s issue.
If you are interested in charity
knitting, there are many outlets
and patterns available online.
Some of the more popular ones
are the following:
Wildlife Rescue Nests can be
found here: http://www.bevscountrycottage.com/nest.html.
Trinity, Bethlehem plans to donate them first to the Wildlife
Center of Virginia, who have requested them.
Baby items are donated mainly
to the Nurse/Family Partnership:
http://www.nursefamilypartnership.org/about
Toys: (No finger puppets or button eyes, please). You may use any
pattern you may have. A favorite is:
http://www.knitty.com/ISSUEwinter08/PATTsocktopus.php
Scarves for the Child Advocacy
Center of Lehigh County (some

shade of blue preferred). Use any
pattern you would like for a childsize scarf. Info here: http://www.
caclc.org/blue_scarf/
Chemo caps are distributed
widely to hospitals and medical
facilities for patients undergoing
Chemotherapy. Sample Pattern:
http://www.headhuggers.org/
patterns/kpatt10.htm
Military and Mariner knitting patterns can be found here:
http://www.seamenschurch.
org/christmas-at-sea.
You can bring items for the Seaman’s Church Institute to Diocesan House throughout the year.
Other items can be dropped
off at Trinity, Bethlehem between
9:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M. on
weekdays or at Knitter’s Edge,
1601 W. Broad Street, Bethlehem
during store hours.
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Have you ever experienced Christophany?
BY KIM ROWLES
I have, as did Mary Magdalene,
the other Mary, Mary the mother
of James, Salome, Cleopas, Paul,
and the disciples.
What do we have in common?
We have seen and experienced the
living Christ here on earth.

tie, Ellyn, Trevor, Yacine, Natori,
Hunter, Stacia, Lucas, Grace, Jamie, Stephen, Cal, Kate, and Fran.
These individuals were the body
of Christ incarnate for three days
while we worked, played, prayed
and sang together working to discern what God wants from us!
Our theme for
the weekend was
Micah 6:8 which
tells us to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk
humbly
with
your God.
We did justice by learning
about
societal
“isms”: adultism,
sexism, racism,
heterosexism,
PHOTO BY KIM ROWLES
and
classism.
We also studied
Fran McKendree leads the Christophany crew in some dancing on
self-harm issues
Saturday evening during his Concert
with the guidance
of
Paul
Kivel’s
“Making the
Now the disciples experienced
Peace”
Curriculum
and
working
him in the resurrection of his
to
become
allies
for
those
who
are
body. Mary Magdalene, according
discriminated
against
institutionto Matthew’s account, the other
Mary, Mary the mother of James
and Salome according to Mark,
in Luke, Cleopas and an unnamed
disciple all saw Jesus and Paul
also sees Jesus on the road to Damascus.
I, on the other hand, experienced Christophany on a mountain top in Cresco, Pennsylvania
with Joyce, Eric, Trica, Jill, Matt,
Sean, Brian, Kayla, Emily, Chris,
Jack, Anna, Arlene, Jacob, Lauren,
Lindsey, Riley, Scott, Megan, Alex,
Philip, Derick, Billy, Lauren, Ann,
PHOTO BY KIM ROWLES
Megan, Andrea, Jordan, Adam,
Fr. Cal Adams braves the zip line Saturday.
Matt, Emmy, Wayne, Philip, Ka-

ally.
We loved kindness by making
care packages which were distributed to shelters in Schuylkill
and Lackawanna Counties and for
prisoners who were being released
from state correctional facilities
in Berks County. In total we put
together over 200 packages for
distribution for men, women and
children who are victims of systemic violence.
We walked humbly with our
God by taking leaps of faith, literally and religiously. Some of us
climbed 40 feet in the
air and leapt to ring a
cow bell, while others
flew down a zip line at
40 miles an hour during our adventure time
on Saturday afternoon.
All of us opened our
hearts and minds to
the Holy Spirit working in our lives. We
shared in our small
PHOTO BY KIM ROWLES
group
communities
This year’s Christophany include fifty people seen here on the
where we determined
steps of the retreat center.
ways to keep in touch
with one another and
three weeks after the event, when
to hold each other to the promises I heard the term “Christophany”
we made to be better allies to our- used in a senior sermon at Generselves and others.
al Theological Seminary. “Where
So how is doing, loving and have you seen the living Christ?”
walking with these 50 people a the preacher asked. I closed my
eyes and saw the piles of “care
Christophany?
packages” that were delivered, the
This term is not just used to smiles on all of faces as Fran McKname our annual spring weekend endree performed for us, and the
in the woods with the youth of the graciousness of these people as
diocese. It is an opportunity to they pledged to be allies for those
meet Jesus, God incarnate, some- who are victims of discrimination.
thing that is only really possible
I have seen the Living Christ, Alafter the “a-ha” moment, when
leluia,
Alleluia! Next year come
Christ reveals himself to you.
and
meet
him yourself!
This Christophany came to me

Holy Cross welcomes Fr. Alleman St. Thomas bids Mo. Hart adieu

Bishop Paul Marshall celebrated the liturgy of institution for Fr. Tim
Alleman on April 12. Alleman will serve as rector of Holy Cross, WilkesBarre in addition to his current position as chaplain at Geisinger Wyoming Valley Medical Center.

www.diobeth.org

St. Thomas, Morgantown will
say farewell to Mo. Eleanor Hart
who is retiring on June 1.
Hart was ordained a Deacon
on April 22, 1989 at St. Michael’s
Episcopal Church in Birdsboro,
PA after training at St. Gabriel’s
in Douglassville. She began volunteering at Rainbow Home a
personal care home for people
with AIDS. Feeling called to ministry she retired from teaching and
served in pastoral care at Rainbow
Home and was hired by Berks AIDS
Network in Reading. She was ordained to the priesthood in October of 1994 and was an associate
priest at Christ Church, Reading.

At the request
of the diocese
she trained for
interim ministry
and has served
in that capacity in a number
of parishes. She
also served as
associate at St.
Alban’s, Sinking Spring and
Priest in charge at St. Barnabas,
Kutztown. she began her ministry
at St. Thomas Church in Morgantown in 2004. She is now leading
Bible Study at New Persons Center, in Reading and will continue
that ministry after retirement.
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The gift of friendship
BY CANON ANNE KITCH
I sit across the lunch table from
my friend as we pray over richly
fragrant beef-with-broccoli. It occurs to me as I offer thanks for our
food and friendship that she and I
have been praying over restaurant
lunches together for years. Ten,
eleven, twelve years ago such mealtime graces included our children.
Back then, we would rally the
rowdy two- and four-year-old
crowd around a table in a local
diner. Holding hands in the midst
of paper napkins, toys, and lidded cups, we would offer prayer
while attempting to keep control
of small hands that would inevitably spill something before
lunch was over; most likely red
juice all over a yellow sundress.
Then, we bowed our heads over
assorted kiddie platters—not
bowls of steaming rice and cups
of hot green tea served with cloth
napkins on the elegant table at
which we now sit. Our lunchtime repast has become more sophisticated. Our friendship, too,
has matured and it is for this that
I give thanks.
Lately I have been contemplating the vocation of friendship.
What does it look like, to think
of a friendship as a calling? As
a gift? Can our friendships teach
us about love?

When Paul writes to the people
in Corinth, “Love is patient; love is
kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices
in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,
endures all things,” a passage
most often associated with weddings, he is not talking about romantic love. Rather, he is talking
about how we are the body of
Christ and the people of God. The
love that Paul invokes as patient
and kind, reflects the very person of
Christ. It is Christ who is never envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.
So we too, as followers of
Christ, strive to embody these
values in the way we treat one
another. The love we exhibit toward anyone, if it is Christlike,
does not insist on its own way,
is not irritable or resentful and
does not rejoice in wrongdoing.
Friendship offers us a context in
which we not only can experience the love of another, but also
expand our capacity to learn and
grow in love.
In his book Christian Households:
The Sanctification of Nearness,
Thomas Breidenthal talks about
the intentional household affording us the opportunity to practice

loving our neighbor as ourselves.
He suggests embracing householding “as a way of life in which
we can learn and practice Christlike familiarity with a few people,
in preparation for the boundless
familiarity that awaits us at the
end of time.” Our friendships can
also offer us the chance to exercise Christian virtues.
We often become friends
with another person because of
shared values and circumstances. We are passionate about a
particular kind of work, enjoy
the same sport, or belong to the
same club. Or, we become friends
with someone unexpected because we are thrown together; our
children go to the same school or
our spouses work in the same office, or we live next to one another.
Having become friends, we are
sometimes afforded the opportunity to deepen the relationship into
an intentional companionship.
In intentional friendships, we
move beyond fostering a friendship based mostly on pleasant
feelings and shared interests, to
one in which we work as partners
to support and nurture one another regardless of how we feel about
one another on any given day. We
can recognize our friend as God’s
beloved, and then follow Paul’s
mandate: “As God’s chosen ones,

holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,
humility, meekness, and patience.”
(Colossians 3:12) In a friendship,
we can practice the disciplines of
respect and forgiveness, and, in
turn, experience what it is like to
be respected and forgiven.
Like any Christian practice, living
into a vocation of friendship takes
intentionality. As I take a personal
inventory, I believe some of my
friendships have matured in spite
of my negligence. What I hope as
I move along in my life, is not to
overlook gifts of amity. Whether as
a casual acquaintance, or a member of a group gathered for a time
and a task, or a work colleague,
the companionship of another human being is precious.

20 + 1 + 1: The power of prayer
BY DEAN TONY POMPA

In a recent sermon I relayed the
story again of Ruby Bridges. The
then young 6 year old African
American child who courageously
broke the racial barrier as the first
to enter an all white school in 1960
segregated New Orleans. The
most powerful part of that story
for me is how the power of prayer
transformed so many lives in this
story. Ruby’s discipline of prayer
was one that got her through angry mobs of protesters each and
every day. Ruby, in her own words,
reflects on what her mother taught
her as she left for school escorted
by federal marshals; “My mother
said to me, ‘Remember, if you get
afraid, say your prayers. You can
pray to God anytime, anywhere.
He will always hear you.’ That was
how I started praying on the way
to school. The things people yelled
at me didn’t seem to touch me.
Prayer was my protection.”

The story goes that one particular day little Ruby Bridges
made her way from the car and
began the all too familiar journey
through the angry mob gathered
round the school’s entrance. On
this day however, Ruby suddenly stopped at the foot of the
stairs that led into the school
and turned to face the crowd.
Those who witnessed the event
recalled that day and noted that
Ruby seemed to be moving her
lips, though if words were offered they were drowned out
by the rants of the mob assembled. Ruby recalls that day
and explains what was happening. “I wasn’t talking to them, I
was praying for them. Usually
I prayed in the car on the way
to school, but that day I’d forgotten until I was in the crowd.
Please be with me, I’d asked
God, and be with those people
too. Forgive them because they
don’t know what they’re doing.”

Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard

Considering all of the possible responses to such a difficult situation how powerful and
life changing was her response
of prayer. Those around this
little girl were changed forever
because of who she was and
how her life in prayer led her
through a season of fire. When
we consider the question of the
power of prayer, perhaps this
one story gives us a glimpse.
A number of congregations up
and down the East coast and some
within our diocese are responding to a call to a prayer discipline
of 20 + 1 + 1. This simple but
powerful opportunity to enter
into twenty minutes of prayerful
reflection to touch the holy that
lives within us; one hour a week
in corporate worship with others to bring to God our thanks,
our struggles, and our desire to
be one; and one hour a month in
service to those who may benefit
from our gifts freely offered.

Try it on if you have not already
and see perhaps what power
might be discovered.
The Very Rev. Tony Pompa is
Dean of Cathedral Church of the
Nativity. This meditation was
originally printed in the April 2011
edition of The Parish Visitor.
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What’s happening...
June
Jun. 2: Bishop Paul, Christ,
Towanda
Jun. 2: Bishop Jack, St. James’
and St. George’s, Jermyn
Jun. 4: First Saturday Giant
Neighborhood Yard Sales, Trinity, West Pittston. 8:00 A.M. to
2:00 P.M. The Every First Saturday sales run from May-October
with at least 30-40+ vendors and
hundreds of the regions neighbors
stopping to browse, shop and enjoy our “famous” chili dogs.
Jun. 4: Bluegrass Mass, St.
James’, Dundaff 6:30 P.M.
Jun. 5: Bishop Paul, Christ, Reading
Jun. 5: Bishop Jack, St. James’,
Drifton
Jun. 6: Standing Committee
Meeting, Diocesan House, Bethlehem
2:00 P.M.
Jun. 7: Diocesan Life deadline
for July/August edition
Jun. 7: Archdeacon Visit, St.
Peter’s, Hazleton 6:00 P.M.
Jun. 9: Diocesan Council, St.
Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 6:30 P.M.
Jun. 11: Renewal Assembly
II: Focusing on God’s Blessings, eight locations around the
diocese. 9:00 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.
Registration is now open online
at www.diobeth.org. The focus
of this assembly will be congregational discernment. We will
particularly focus on strengths
and what works well, not on
weaknesses.
Jun. 12: Pentecost
Jun. 12: Bishop Paul, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton
Jun. 12: Bishop Jack, Nativity,
Bethlehem
Jun. 12: Clergy Spouse Dinner,
Good Shepherd, Scranton 5:00 P.M.
Jun. 13: Evangelism Committee
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.
Jun. 15: Archdeacon Visit, St.
Marks and St. John, Jim Thorpe
6:00 P.M.
Jun. 18: Hymn Sing, St. James’,
Dundaff 6:30 P.M.
Jun. 19: Dedication of new
church, St. Peter’s, Tunkhannock
4:00 P.M.
Jun. 20-28: Episcopal Youth
Event (EYE), Bethel University, St.
Paul, Minnesota. Questions? Contact Kim Rowles, 610-751-3931
Jun. 20-24: Music Camp,
St. Paul’s, Montrose. For children ages 5-14. Directing the
camp will be the founders Sarah
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Birchard, Jamie-Dean Brackett
and Jeff Brackett; Thomas Welch
of New Milford has been added to
the staff this year. The introduction of a full set of hand bells will
be added to the program. The
week concludes with the Friday
Night Finale for parents, families
and friends at the Montrose Area
High School Auditorium on June
24, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. For more information, please contact St. Paul’s
Church office at 570-278-2954.
Jun. 22: Shannon Fund meeting,
Trinity, Pottsville 1:00 P.M.
Jun. 23: Feast of Corpus Christi,
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre 7:00 P.M.
Bishop Jack will be the celebrant.
Jun. 24: Deacon Ordination of
Eddie Lopez, St. Stephen’s, WilkesBarre 7:00 P.M. Reception to follow.
Jun. 26: Bishop Paul, St. Mark’s
and St. John’s, Jim Thorpe
Jun. 27: Congregational Renewal
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.
July
Jul. 2: First Saturday Giant
Neighborhood Yard Sales, Trinity, West Pittston. 8:00 A.M. to
2:00 P.M. The Every First Saturday sales run from May-October
with at least 30-40+ vendors and
hundreds of the regions neighbors
stopping to browse, shop and enjoy our “famous” chili dogs.
Jul. 2: Bluegrass Mass, St.
James’, Dundaff 6:30 P.M.
Jul. 9: Bishop’s Day with Kids:
“Called to be Heros”, Good Shepherd, Scranton 10:00 A.M. to 2:00
P.M. Registration will open May
23rd online at www.diobeth.org
Jul. 16: Concert by Wyoming
Seminary PAI with choirs, orchestra, and organ, St. Stephen’s ProCathedral, Wilkes-Barre 8:00 P.M.
Jul. 23: Commission on Ministry, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M.
Jul. 24: Bishop Paul, St. James’,
Dundaff
Jul. 25-31: RSCM King’s College
Summer Choir Training Course, St.
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, WilkesBarre. For more information go to
www.kingscollegecourse.com
Jul. 30: Sale of All Things, St.
James’, Dundaff 9:00 A.M.
August
Aug. 1: Standing Committee
Meeting, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Aug. 2: Deadline for September Diocesan Life

Pray for
Aug. 5: Finance Committee, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Aug. 6: First Saturday Giant
Neighborhood Yard Sales, Trinity, West Pittston. 8:00 A.M. to
2:00 P.M. The Every First Saturday sales run from May-October
with at least 30-40+ vendors and
hundreds of the regions neighbors
stopping to browse, shop and enjoy our “famous” chili dogs.
Aug. 6: Bluegrass Mass, St.
James’, Dundaff 6:30 P.M.
Aug. 12: Incorporated Trustees,
Nativity, Bethlehem 10:00 A.M.
Aug. 13: Daughters of the King
Picnic, Gouldsboro State Park,
9:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M.
Aug. 15: Lifelong Christian Formation Meeting, Holy Annunciation Monastery, 10:00 A.M.
Aug. 22: Congregational Renewal
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.
September
Sept. 3: First Saturday Giant
Neighborhood Yard Sales, Trinity, West Pittston. 8:00 A.M. to
2:00 P.M. The Every First Saturday sales run from May-October
with at least 30-40+ vendors and
hundreds of the regions neighbors
stopping to browse, shop and enjoy our “famous” chili dogs.
Sept. 3: Bluegrass Mass, St.
James’, Dundaff 6:30 P.M.
Sept. 6: Deadline for October
Diocesan Life
Sept. 10: COM Meeting/Retreat,
Kirby House, Mountaintop 8:30 A.M.
Sept. 12: Evangelism Committee
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.
Sept. 17: Bishop’s School, St.
Peter’s, Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Sept. 20: New Hope Anniversary
Sept. 23: Incorporated Trustees,
Nativity, 10:00 A.M.
Sept. 24: Bishop’s School, St.
Peter’s, Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Sept. 25-27: Clergy Retreat,
Jesuit Center, Wernersville
Sept. 26: Congregational Renewal
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.
Sept. 27: Pre-Convention meeting,
St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring 7:00 P.M.
Sept. 29: Pre-Convention meeting,
Epiphany, Clarks Summit 7:00 P.M.

Diocese of Bethlehem

www.diobeth.org
June 5: Grace, Kingston:
The Rev. John Hartman,
Rector

Commission for Lifelong
Christian Formation
June 12: St. Barnabas’,
Kutztown
Commission on Ministry
June 19: Trinity and St.
Phillip’s, Lansford: The Rev.
Robert Wellner, Supply
Communication Commission
June 26: St. Luke’s, Lebanon: The Rev. Terrence
Wible, Rector
Please pray also for Bishop
Paul V. Marshall, Bishop of
the Diocese of Bethlehem

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
June 5: Anglican Communion Environmental Network
Niger, Nigeria: The Rt. Rev.
Aloysius Agbo
June 12: All those involved
in mission and for Ohio:
The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth
June 19: Okinawa, Japan:
The Rt. Rev. David Shoji
Tani
June 26: Niger, Nigeria: The
Rt. Rev. Ken Okeke

Diocese of Kajo Keji

www.kajokeji.anglican.org
June 5: Koyi’ba: The Rev.
Yosua Lopai and Deacon
Atanasio Lalaka
June 12: Kendiri: The Rev.
Simiona Loruba
June 19: Keriwa: The Rev.
Nelson Wolyan and The
Rev. Charles Tomilyan
June 26: Andejo: Deacon
Simaya Pitia

If you have any events you would
like highlighted here, please contact
Kat Lehman via email at klehman@
diobeth.org. We need the event, the
date, the parish, location and time.
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From renewal to reality							
a catalyst of encouragement and
making available opportunity, time,
and space for teams to perform, to
the best of their ability. Taking the
hands of clergy off certain aspects of
ministry and delegating to the laity
provides opportunities to connect
the dots of ordinary peoples’ spiritual lives in extraordinary ways.
The Director of the Ecumenical
Food Pantry feeds up to one hundred families per week. The stories
she deals with, the miracles of generosity she witnesses, the opportunities she finds to use her creative
abilities to make a difference in people’s lives, have moved her into a life
of prayer and dialogue with God.
Other ministries need talent to
fulfill their mission. The evange-

lism team needs people with talents ranging from politician to
teacher, artist to public relations
and much more. No one person
can fill all requirements. However,
a talented team can. Teams teach
us that the whole is greater than
the sum of its parts.
Ministries demand time, hard
work, and sacrifice. The property
committee is another such team.
As long as the property leader and
committee operate with a plan,
there is an invitation to many people to contribute even the smallest
amount of effort.
We experienced this firsthand
in 2010 when Jay Holleran built
the choir platform steps. No one
knew that Jay had a natural talent

Focusing on God’s blessings
Renewal
Assembly

II

BY CHARLES CESARETTI
The focus of Renewal Assembly
II will be the following:
CONNECTING THE DOTS
• Who are we?
• What has God called us to do
or be?
• Who is my neighbor?
Registration for the Assembly
is quick and easy.
• Go to www.diobeth.org
• Note the link “Register for
Diocesan events” in blue at the
right side of the site.
• Click on this link, which will

take you to 1-2-3 Signup.
• Locate the date (June 11, 2011)
and the Renewal Assembly: Focusing on God’s Blessings. Click
on “register” at the right.
• Please read all the instructions
carefully, especially if you are registering others. If you need assistance,
please call Rosie Hummel at Diocesan House: 610-691-5655 x221.
Cost is free. There will be will
be a “free will” offering to help
defray the cost of the luncheon
at each site.
The eight sites will be: Church
of the Redeemer, Sayre; St. Paul’s,
Montrose; Good Shepherd, Scranton; St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre; St. Peter’s, Hazelton;
St. Mary’s, Reading; St. Stephen’s,
Whitehall; and, St. George’s, Hellertown. The host sites were chosen for easy travel, parking, and
adequate accommodations. All
registrants will be assigned to
the most appropriate host site.
Collect for Renewal
Father, we seek your help. Open
our hearts, our
minds, our
hands. We thank you for your
gift of love. Help us love more
fully. We thank you for our lives.
Help us live them generously, according to your will, not ours.
Thank you, dear Lord, for the
many gifts you have given all of
us, and each of us. Holy Spirit,
enable us to see in new ways,
as we joyfully celebrate our past
and reach into our future to serve
you more, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen. — Jen Ross

Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard

with wood and joinery. Jim Shugrue is another case in point. By
profession a Design and Technology teacher; Jim has an amazing
range of abilities with any kind of
electrical device. If it is broken, Jim
knows how to fix it.
Yet, Assets are not always physical. There is a distinct difference between idea people and operational
people. We need idea people too.
Success, growth, progress does not
simply come from hard work and
dedication –it comes from executing the vision Vision begins with
prayer. Prayer begins with listening
to God and hearing what he is asking of us. There must be the realization and conviction that the kingdom
we are building is Christ’s kingdom.

continued from page A1
Christ’s kingdom has more to do
with service to others than improving our facilities.
The vestry also set up a vision
team for the parish over the next five
years. Vision tells you where you
are going, what your goals are, and
the direction your mission will take.
Vision is different for every parish in the diocese. Different because
of local demographics, but also because parish discernment, through
asset mapping, points each of us to
a uniquely individual vision that fits
corporately in each parish setting.
Daily we are being called in love
to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ. Determine your assets. Create your vision and live out your vision to further the kingdom of God.

The Diocese of Bethlehem Presents

July 9th•9:30am to 2:30 pm
good shepherd, Scranton
$5 per child
For Children grades 1-5
Register online at www.Diobeth.org
Heroes are people who, in the face of danger or adversity or
from a position of weakness, display courage and the will
for self-sacrifice, for the greater good of all humanity.
Jesus is the ultimate Superhero and as followers of Him we
are called and inspired:
•to be prepared to keep the peace
•to use our gifts to the glory of God
•to do justice for our fellow human beings.
The goals for this Bishop’s Day with kids are to teach bible
stories about heroes and help each child begin to discover
what makes them a hero in their everyday life.
Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise your youth, but set the believers an example in speech and conduct, in love, in faith,
in purity
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