
Dear Monsignor Gobitas,  
 
As Holy Week unfolds, may the celebration of Christ’s death and resurrection be a source 
of new life for you and your ministry. 
 
I received your letter of March 22, 2012 regarding the decision by the Diocese of 
Allentown to employ the 2009 Congregation of the Clergy procedures for involuntary 
laicization.  The decision and the timing of the decision are rather surprising to me.   
 
I do not support the application that Bishop Barres has sent or will send to Rome. I 
strongly oppose it.  If I am contacted by Rome or by anyone representing my involuntary 
laicization process, I will state my opposition to it. 
 
From your letter it appears that the Diocese of Allentown intends to proceed with my 
laicization whether I consent or not.  For the record, I have not been advised about the 
procedural or administrative norms being exercised by the Diocese of Allentown in 
regard to the involuntary laicization process.  Nor have I been informed about the specific 
reasons for seeking my involuntary laicization based on Cardinal Humes’s letter.  Your 
letter merely indicates that “it is appropriate that your [my] association with the Roman 
Priesthood be formally addressed through laicization.”  It seems to me that the 
“appropriateness” is unilateral and a matter of bureaucracy, a simply reorganizing of 
files, a balancing of books. 
 
Regarding my priestly ministry within the Episcopal Church there is an important 
clarification.  The Episcopal Church recognizes ordination by the Roman Catholic 
Church and simply "receives" former Roman Catholic priests in a ceremony far removed 
from ordination.  I was not "ordained" into the priesthood of the Episcopal Church. My 
only ordination is that as a Roman Catholic priest on May 24, 1969.  I became a member 
of the Episcopal Church in 1987.  I was received as a priest of the Episcopal Church on 
October 31, 1993.  
 
I appreciate your respectful tone in advising about this situation.  You have always shown 
me respect as a priest and as an individual.   I regret that you are the bearer of this news 
and as the Secretary for Clergy the person directing the involuntary laicization process 
within the Diocese of Allentown.  
 
Please take care of yourself and enjoy the Spirit working in your life. 
 
Sincerely, 
Michael 


