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Senior high missioners rebuild in New Orleans. See page A8.

INSIDE EPISCOPAL LIFE
a comprehensive summary of 
legislation passed by General 
convention [10-11] ... in search of 
communion: Deb cuny, 29, visited 
episcopal churches across the 
U.S. and shared her fi ndings [7] 
... Schulberg preached powerful 
sermon in on the Waterfront 
[6] ... northern Michigan fails 
to get support for bishop-elect  
[3] ... Minnesota and la slates 
include gay candidates [1]

Bishops and deputies at GC 2009

Senior high mission adventure

Bishops and deputies representing the Episcopal 
Church’s 110 dioceses met July 8-17 in Anaheim, 
California, to review the church’s efforts during 
the past triennium and establish program and 
mission priorities for the next three years. Pictured 
here are our bishops and the eight elected deputies 
who attended General Convention. (First row) 
Bishop Jack; Rick Cluett, clergy deputy; Anne 
Kitch, clergy deputy; Jan Charney, lay deputy; 
Jane Teter, clergy deputy. (Second row) Ty 
Welles, lay deputy; Charlie Barebo, lay deputy; 
Bishop Paul; Scott Allen, clergy deputy; Mark 
Laubach, lay deputy. [See pages A2 to A5]

Top Row - Matt Potter (St. Brigid’s Nazareth), 
Ellen Strange (St. Gabriel’s Douglassville), 
Corey Mars (Christ Church, Stroudsburg), 
Will Gamber (Nativity Bethlehem), Bobby 
Dronenbarger(St. Brigid’s Nazareth), Kim 
Rowles (Youth Missioner), Isaac Martin (Nativity 
Bethlehem)
2nd Row from Top- Kayla Farley (St. Brigid’s 
Nazareth), Hayley Tintle (St. Brigid’s Nazareth), 
Mike O’Gorman (Friend of Diocese) and  
Rebekah Beers (St. Mark’s Moscow)
3rd Row From Top - Kyndra Miller(St. Gabriel’s 
Douglassville), Kate Gorman (Holy Family), and 
Amanda Arms (St. Gabriel’s Douglassville)
4th Row from Top - Zowie Saxman (St. Anne’s 
Trexlertown), Emily Schwab (St. Brigid’s Nazareth), 
Katie Kolepp (Nativity Bethlehem), Sebastian 
Riefkhol (St. Brigid’s Nazareth) and Annika 
McGuirk ( Epiphany Clarks Summit)
Bottom Row- Canon Calvin Adams (St. Gabriel’s 
Douglassville), Taylor Abbonizio (St. Gabriel’s 
Douglassville), Marirose Sartoretto (Nativity 
Bethlehem), Jensen Appleman (Trinity Bethle-
hem) and James Schwab (St. Brigid’s Nazareth)
Not pictured: Brian Gordon (Nativity Bethlehem)
[See page A8]
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by jan charney

General Convention 2009

Mission, hard decisions and gifts received

In the closing Eucharist at General 
Convention 2009 our Presiding Bishop 
preached on the Propers for William 
White, fi rst bishop of Pennsylvania and 
architect for much of how the Episco-
pal Church understands its way of do-
ing business to be. She commented on 
William White’s charism to “model the 
gift of Anglicanism – to hold together in 
tension polarities that some are eager to 
resolve. He was a master of ‘both/and’ 
thinking and living….the long view says 

that if we insist on resolving tensions 
we’ll miss the gift of the Spirit, for truth 
is always larger than one end of the po-
larity.”

I left General Convention feeling bet-
ter about the state of our Church than 
I had in any General Convention since 
1988.  I must admit, the absence of the 
former leadership of Fort Worth, San 
Joaquin, Pittsburgh and Quincy made 
the Convention far less contentious and 
polarized. Some back here commented 
that there was less in the main stream 
media than had been present in past 
Conventions, although what was adopt-
ed was as controversial (for some) as in 
the past. This, I believe, was largely due 
to the absence of a certain kind of press 
that brokered in sensational headlines.  

The over-arching feel I got this time 
was mission. Our Presiding Bishop spoke 
of this in her opening sermon at Eucha-
rist (yes, there is daily Eucharist at Gen-
eral Convention) – her call to mission 
was unmistakable. And I have to say 
that this was, indeed, what guided most 
of us in the hard decisions we made. 
Hardest of all was the substantial cuts 
we made at the Episcopal Church Cen-
ter in order to continue to fund mission 
and ministry in the domestic and global 

arenas. Some of my friends at “815” lost 
their jobs which they had held for many 
years. This was a harsh reality of the eco-
nomic and religious climate in which we 
fi nd ourselves throughout the Episcopal 
Church (which also includes 15 coun-
tries beyond the USA). 

The infamous B-033 resolution from 
General Convention 2006 in Columbus 
which was aimed at appeasing some in 
the Anglican Communion who were 
upset about sexuality issues was softened 
by D-025 which acknowledged the work 
and ministry of LGBT clergy and laity 
and affi rmed their participation in all or-
ders of ministry. 

Inclusion of same gender couples in 
the exploration of Rites which would 
allow for their vows of monogamy com-
mitment and fi delity were approved for 
initial presentation to the 2012 Gen-
eral Convention in Indianapolis by the 
Standing Commission on Liturgy and 
Music (C-056). Much of this had to do 
with allowing for a “generous pastoral 
response” by dioceses in states where 
same-gender partnerships are now the 
law. This legislation also left “wiggle 
room” for those dioceses that did not see 
(or agree) that this was pastoral need. 
It also left open the decision by bishops 

to implement what they saw fi t in dio-
ceses where the state laws were not yet 
changed or where in practice blessings in 
churches were already being performed 
as a pastoral response. Bishop Paul and 
I served together on the Prayer Book, 
Liturgy and Music Committee which 
worked on this legislation before it went 
to the fl oor of convention.

I left tired, but pleased with what we 
accomplished. My serving on a commit-
tee for the fi rst time made my personal 
schedule more demanding than in the 
past – beginning most days at 7:00 a.m. 
and not fi nishing until 9:00 p.m. But I 
left being “thankfully tired” in that I be-
lieve the Episcopal Church was true to 
itself in a way it hadn’t been for quite 
a while. And for those concerned about 
Anglican Communion relationships, I 
am not as worried about those as in the 
past. As in personal relationships, you 
can’t really be in them with any authen-
ticity until you are able to claim, em-
brace and love who you really are.
[The Rev. T. Scott Allen, gamba.guy@veri-
zon.net, priest-in-charge at St. Andrew’s Al-
lentown/Bethlehem and member of the Stand-
ing Committee of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
has been an elected deputy to General Con-
vention three times and an alternate twice.]  

General Convention 2009

A truly consciousness-raising and spiritual experience

Our Prayer Book (p.855) indicates 
that  “the church pursues its mission 
as it prays and worships, proclaims the 
Gospel, and promotes justice, peace, and 
love”, and General Convention refl ects 
one of the ways by which we as a larger 

church attempt to support, encourage, 
and provide resources for those faithful 
congregations whose members actually 
pursue mission on a daily basis in their 
own communities – and that’s you who 
are reading this, folks!  

In reality, General Convention is a 
busy mixture of prayer, worship, politics, 
legislation, learning, and entertainment 
– all stuffed into 12 to 15-hour days. A 
few personal observations: 

1. The worship area and services 
this year had a simpler, less ornate 
appearance, but both were fi lled 
with a large variety of music and li-
turgical expressions.  Preachers and 
celebrants included women and men 
from our Presiding Bishop to the 
Bishop of the host diocese (Los An-
geles), the Archbishop of Canter-
bury (as part of his brief visit), and 
clergy and lay representatives from 
across the breadth of the Church.  

2. Prayer does undergird the whole 

process – in both Houses (Deputies 
and Bishops), at the Triennial of 
the women of the Church, in small 
groups, and yes, even in the Exhibit 
Hall, where many vendors offer not 
only wares for sale, but the oppor-
tunity to see what others are doing 
as their contributions to the mission 
and ministry of the church. (We 
were proud to witness to our mis-
sion with Kajo Keji in the exhibit by 
our World Mission Committee, and 
by wearing our very own Kajo Keji 
shirts on our special day.)  

3. As a long-time attendee, I felt 
a defi nite lack of contentious pro-
ceedings as compared to former 
years – a blessed relief.  I recorded 
that we had 419 resolutions before 
us, completed action on 360+, and 
referred 95 to the standing com-
mittees of the Executive Council 
for further consideration…a huge 
amount of legislation to be acted on 

in our short time together. 
4. The national church budget 

for the next Triennium refl ects both 
some severe cuts in personnel and 
programming, but also the desire to 
use as much as possible for extending 
the mission we are called to, both 
locally and worldwide.  We need 
to remember in our congregations 
that the resources we share with the 
diocese are then shared with the 
national church to bolster programs 
that are vital, but that none of us 
could do on our own.
General Convention has been a truly 

consciousness-raising and spiritual expe-
rience for me.  I thank you for the op-
portunity to serve, and wish the same for 
all of you!

[Mrs. Janet Charney, xwrdfan@aol.com, is 
a parishioner at Trinity Easton. She has been 
an elected deputy to General Convention eight 
times.]

by t. Scott allen
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General Convention, simply too much

General Convention 2009

The work of Convention is ongoing

Becoming a Christian takes a life-
time. Once baptized, we are continually 
in the process of growing into the full 
stature of Christ. Thus, even as a cradle 
Episcopalian steeped in the traditions 
and practices of this church, my faith 
was formed and informed by my experi-
ence at the 76th General Convention.

This was not my first General Con-
vention. I first attended in 1979 as part 

of the youth presence. I remember ad-
vocating loudly for all sorts of progres-
sive ideas, collecting buttons and new 
acquaintances in the Exhibit Hall, and 
being transported to spiritual heights by 
an incredible Eucharist.

Now I have attended my first General 
Convention as a deputy of my diocese. 
It was an overwhelming and intense ex-
perience as it had been many years ago, 
but the highlights were different. Being 
one of 832 deputies who worked tire-
lessly day after day on the floor of the 
house of deputies was to see the church 
in a whole new light. I have been the 
recipient and beneficiary of the work 
of the General Convention all my life. 
Now I have engaged as a participant in 
the amazing work of bringing life to the 
structure of our church. It is an honor to 
be an elected deputy from the Diocese of 
Bethlehem and to serve this Diocese in 
this manner.

As a legislative body, the House of 
Deputies prayerfully and faithfully con-
sidered the 419 resolutions that had 
been submitted by Dioceses, Bishops, 
Deputies, or Standing Commissions, 
Committees, Agencies and Boards. We 
completed action on 361 of these; those 

remaining are now in the hands of the 
appropriate committees or commissions 
who will consider them over the next 
triennium. There were resolutions about 
peace and justice, about our commit-
ment to full communion with the Mora-
vian church along with other ecumeni-
cal efforts, about how we worship, and 
about our mission and ministry to the 
world at large. 

I listened attentively: to debates on 
the floor, sermons, meditations and 
prayers, the work of committees, discus-
sions within our deputation, and presen-
tations by visitors from around the An-
glican Communion. I listened to young 
adults express their faith and their con-
cerns for our church. I listened to depu-
ties from other countries share their pas-
sion about issues that were new to me. 
I listened to people whose opinions on 
vital matters differed from mine. As I lis-
tened, I experienced my understanding 
of who we are as the Episcopal Church 
expand. And I felt the call to be even 
more involved, even more committed to 
live deeply into a life in Christ.

While General Convention meets 
for 10 days every three years, the work 
of Convention is ongoing. President of 

by anne e. kitch

Thank you for electing me as a deputy 
to the 76th General Convention. It was 
an honor to represent you. Our delega-
tion worked very hard and I walked away 
with greater appreciation for each and 
every member for our deputation. Spe-
cial thanks to deputation leader Anne 
Kitch and my old friend and childhood 
pastor Rick Cluett.

The immensity of the legislative sec-
tion of the convention is overwhelm-
ing. There were over 820 deputies in the 
house of deputies and it was announced 
that we were the second largest demo-
cratic body in the world, second only 
to the Indian National Congress. There 
are over a billion people in India. There 
are slightly over 2 million Episcopalians. 
Could it be that our legislative forum is 
too cumbersome?

We grappled with over 300 resolutions 
in less than 80 hours in session. I was 
very surprised regarding the amount of 
time focused on national politics versus 
the Kingdom of God. I would estimate 
that at least half the time was spent on 
Caesar’s world. Does Congress lay awake 
at night looking for the political sugges-
tions of 800 Episcopalians? I doubt it. 

The time spent on the Kingdom of 
God was much more rewarding. (I was a 
bit put off by the woman who put forth 
a resolution asking for funeral liturgy 
for her grown daughter’s dead goldfish, I 
kid you not.) We did consider and pass 
some very important legislation regard-
ing lay pensions (A138) and lay health 
insurance (A177). I have long felt that 
the church should treat lay employees 
with the same respect that the clergy 
are treated. There are some very real 
concerns regarding the health insurance 
piece. While I celebrate the concept 
that all full time church employees will 
receive health insurance, I remain very 
concerned that long term the church 
will mandate that the insurance can 
only be purchased through the church 
pension group. This flies in the face of 
the free market principles that our coun-
try was built on.

Resolution D038 was a multi-million 
dollar strategic project aimed at build-
ing the church in Hispanic parishes in 
the USA. This group accounts for 18% 
of the nation’s population and only 1.5% 
of the Episcopal Church. We reviewed a 
report titled the “State of the Church.” 
This report gave statistical evidence that 
since 2003 the number of Episcopalians 
has dropped roughly 11.5%. After study-
ing the data one can draw a conclusion 
that the greatest decreases (greater than 

the average, 11.5%) have occurred in 
dioceses that are more conservative. 
As Churchill said, “Facts can be pesky 
things.” 

A bit on election of deputies to both 
our Diocesan and General Convention. 
By definition deputies are not bound to 
represent their parish or diocese in leg-
islative session. We elect them trusting 
to their judgment; they are not represen-
tatives. Whom you elect as deputies has 
a great deal of bearing on the future of 
our church. At General Convention we 
had no deputies from outside the Lehigh 
Valley or Scranton-Wilkes-Barre. We 
need better geographical diversity. We 
had only one moderate conservative in a 
deputation of eight. This is not represen-
tative of this Diocese as I have come to 
know you from traveling to your church-
es over the past two years with the New 
Hope Campaign. I believe that our Dio-
cese is better served by more inclusion 
and better balance at conventions.

Lastly, up to now I have been totally 
unaware of some aspects of the excel-
lent leadership given us by our shepherd, 
Bishop Paul. Bishop Paul has kept us 
centered on mission, which is Christ’s 
word. He has insured our liturgy is not 
only proper but excellent. He stands 
tall amongst his peers. He has not been 
tempted by entering into the fringes of 
meaningless political debate or develop-
ment of a goldfish requiem. We are truly 
blessed and I thank God for Paul’s minis-
try and leadership.
[Charlie Barebo, charliebarebo@otterbine.com, 
CEO of Otterbine Barebo, Inc., is chair of the 
New Hope Campaign, a member of Diocesan 
Council, the World Mission Committee and Devel-
opment Officer for the Diocese of Bethlehem. This 
was his first time as a General Convention deputy.]

by charlie barebo

the House of Deputies Bonnie Anderson 
emphasized that we function as deputes 
the entire time of our three-year term. 
We are a link between the dioceses and 
the whole body of our church.

I have gained a deep appreciation for 
the intricate way in which we, as the 
Episcopal Church, discern God’s will for 
us. Regardless of political maneuvering, 
legislative process, or personal posturing, 
that is what it is all about. People who 
love God and are called to follow Christ 
meet together and invoke the Holy 
Spirit in order to see the way forward 
to living into our baptisms, to growing 
into the full stature of Christ. Not only 
as individuals, but also as a Church. It 
is imperfect. Nevertheless it is the work 
we are called to do. It takes a lifetime to 
become a Christian; it takes millennia to 
become the Church. Thank goodness we 
are always in God’s hands.

[The Rev. Canon Anne E. Kitch, akitch@
diobeth.org, Canon for Formation in the 
Christian Faith for the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
served as chair of the Bethlehem deputation at 
General Convention. This was her first time 
as an elected deputy.]

The annual 
convention of the 

Diocese of Bethlehem 
will be held at 
St. Stephen’s 

Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre, 
October 9-10.

The Presiding Bishop 
of the 

Episcopal Church, 
The Most Rev. 

Katharine 
Jefferts Schori, 
will visit the 

Diocese of Bethlehem 
November 9-12
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Afrecs at General Convention 2009
“Afrecs (American Friends of the 

Episcopal Church of Sudan) really needs 
to have a presence at General Con-
vention,” I heard myself say at a board 
meeting late in 2008. “In the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, our world mission commit-
tee had an exhibit at Diocesan Conven-
tion every year, and it really made a dif-
ference in strengthening our ties to Kajo 
Keji.”

Little did I know what lay ahead as 
the board endorsed the concept, with 
the caveat that this exhibit needed to be 
professionally prepared. After securing 
a wonderful graphic artist in Lancaster 
County who does work for the Men-
nonite Central Committee, we were off 
and running.

Seeing the exhibit finally erected in 
Anaheim, months later, made the hours 
and hours of work all worthwhile.  The 
booth had such a welcoming feel to it. 
At one time or another, it seemed ev-
eryone who had any connection to the 
church in Sudan made their way to it. 

One of our main purposes was to 
feature the existing companion rela-
tionships with Sudanese dioceses and 
encourage folks from other dioceses to 
consider beginning a relationship of 
their own. On the Bethlehem/Kajo Keji 
Day, it was a beautiful sight to see our 
entire delegation, resplendent in Afri-
can shirts, gather at the booth.

A real highlight happened on the sec-
ond day. The Archbishop of Canterbury 
appeared in the exhibit hall, and you 
would have thought he was a rock star. 
I recognized the shock of white hair way 
across the hall. The next thing I knew, 
excitable young Brits telling us that he 
wanted to visit our both next and that 
we needed to “get ready” surrounded us. 
Quite honestly, all I could think of to do 
was to put on a little lipstick!

In no time, the horde swarmed into our 
10 x 10 space and I was shaking hands 
with a very bemused ABC. He was clear-
ly quite put off by all the hoopla, which 
definitely endeared him to me. We had 
used an engaging photo of him in one of 
our panels, taken when he dedicated the 

by connie FeGley

cathedral in Renk, Sudan, where he was 
kneeling down in front of a Sudanese 
bishop and was captivated by an ador-
able baby on the bishop’s lap. Pointing 
out the photo was all I could think of to 
say to him, and it did seem to bring back 
a very good memory for him. Then, after 
a blaze of cameras, he was gone. It took 
quite a while for my heartbeat to return 
to normal.

Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul arrived 
in Anaheim at the end of the first week 
and paid our little booth a visit. The 
night before he left, we Afrecs folks had 
dinner with him and were definitely so-
bered by the grim picture he painted of 
the situation on the ground. Because we 
had a presence at convention, we were 
able to mobilize and arrange several din-

ners to strategize with key folks, all of 
whom care so passionately about Sudan. 
An immediate result was a letter drafted 
and prepared for the House of Bishops to 
send to President Obama. It was signed 
by 96 bishops.

While many exhibitors were disap-
pointed that this year there seemed to 
be fewer people in the exhibit hall, we 
Afrecs people definitely felt it was worth 
the energy and expense. Time will tell. 
And there are so many memories, from 
the drumming Korean children who be-
gan convention to the power of thou-
sands and thousands of Episcopalians 
worshipping together, the beauty of Eliz-
abeth von Trapp’s singing, the poignancy 
of all sides’ testimony at the ordination 
hearing, the Senate-like atmosphere in 

the House of Bishops to the joy in Tri-
ennial as the Episcopal Church Women 
celebrated the miraculous amount of 
money raised for the Jericho Road Project.

My daughter-in-law said that, at a 
General Convention, I would be in my 
natural habitat, “released back to the 
wild.” I suppose on some level that was 
true. Even though I relished the time 
at night in our quiet little hotel for ex-
hibitors and the beautiful solitude of my 
room, it was a privilege and challenge to 
be at convention on behalf of our dear 
Sudanese brothers and sisters.
[Christ Church Reading parishioner Connie 
Fegley, member of our diocesan World Mission 
Committee, played a significant role in the initia-
tion of our relationship with the Diocese of Kajo 
Keji in southern Sudan]

General Convention 2009

Servants, well done
by jane teter

Although I have been to General 
Convention ten times, I always arrive 
with a new sense of excitement and an-
ticipation. Anaheim is beautiful in July. 
We had lovely sunny days that were hot 
but not uncomfortable. The folks who 
cared for us in the hotels and conven-
tion center were cordial and helpful.

As we settled into our hotel it didn’t 
take long before it seemed like déjà vu. 
We walked over to the Convention 
Center to get acclimated and to reg-
ister and pick up our notebook. This 
huge binder had several resolutions in 
it and we would add many more as the 
days went by (at the end of Conven-
tion it would weigh 20 lbs.). We found 
the space where the House of Deputies 
would be meeting as well as the space for 

the House of Bishops and Triennial and 
the Exhibit Hall. I also found the room 
where my committee (Dispatch of Busi-
ness) would hold its meetings. I was soon 
reminded of long lines at Starbucks and 
long crowds waiting for elevators!

The next day began the routine of 
General Convention. On most days 
committees met at 7 or 7:30 a.m., then 
there was a legislative session followed 
by Eucharist. A quick lunch, then back 
to a legislative session. Evenings had 
many hearings regarding upcoming leg-
islation and there were several special 
events as well. The days were long and 
well filled.

There was a good feeling during the Con-
vention (better than some times in the past).

There was little, if any, conflict. People 
could disagree and still be civil and the 
atmosphere was hopeful. I think we did 
good work and a lot was accomplished. 
There were disappointments – many 
cuts in the budget were unfortunate, but 

necessary. I think we can all rally togeth-
er and find alternative ways to do some 
of the ministries that were eliminated if 
we feel they are really important. 

I was particularly pleased that the res-
olution regarding full communion with 
the Moravians easily passed. Now we 
will wait for the Moravians to pass a like 
resolution next summer. 

Much work was completed and we ad-
journed in the late afternoon, entrusting 
our work to the Executive Council for 
the next three years. Twelve nights in a 
hotel room is a long time and we were all 
looking forward to getting home in our 
own beds! I think as folks headed for the 
airports there was a whisper from above 
– sounded like “servants, well done.”

[The Rev. Canon Jane B. Teter, jteter@
diobeth.org, Canon for Ministries for the 
Diocese of Bethlehem, has been an elected 
deputy to General Convention ten times.] 

Connie Fegley, third from left, represented the American Friends of the Episcopal Church of Sudan (Afrecs) at General Convention 2009. The Afrecs exhibit 
featured the existing companion relationships with Sudanese dioceses and encouraged other dioceses to consider beginning a relationship of their own. On Beth-
lehem/Kajo Keji Day, Bishops Paul and Jack, Archdeacon Stringfellow, Michael Kiju Paul of Kajo Keji and the Bethlehem deputation, resplendent in African 
shirts, gathered at the Afrecs booth. (Left to Right): Bishop Paul Marshall, Charlie Barebo, Connie Fegley, Mark Laubach, Ty Welles, Michael Kiju Paul, 
Anne Kitch, Bishop Jack Croneberger, Jan Charney, Howard Stringfellow, Jane Teter and Rick Cluett.
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It was a privilege to represent the Dio-
cese of Bethlehem as a deputy to the 76th 
General Convention. I have missed only 
two conventions (1997 & 2006) since 
1982. In previous conventions I have 
served on committees that drafted poli-
cies for Small Churches, Evangelism, 
Stewardship, and Ministry.

General Convention 2009

Through a mission lens
by rick cluett

In this convention I initially request-
ed to serve on the World Mission Com-
mittee to further our church’s response 
to the needs of the people and church 
in Sudan and to expand awareness in 
the Episcopal Church (TEC) of our re-
lationships with and responsibilities for 
the mission of the church beyond our 
diocesan and national borders. 

I was appointed to the World Mis-
sion Committee, but asked not to work 
on world mission matters, but rather to 
serve on the sub-committee that would 
deal with legislation related to issues of 
sexuality, ministry and the role of TEC 
in the Anglican Communion. 

The two primary groups of resolutions 
dealt with the repeal of Resolution B033 
from the prior convention that put a 
moratorium on the confirmation and 
ordination of gay and lesbian persons in 
a relationship, and resolutions to adopt 
the proposed Anglican Covenant.

Both the full committee and the sub-
committee were representative of the 
make-up of TEC, which is to say that the 
full theological spectrum of our church 

was present and accounted for. In my ex-
perience in prior conventions, this con-
vergence of diversity and subject matter 
would have been a recipe for confronta-
tion almost to the point of paralysis. 

But thanks be to God and to the open 
hearts and minds of the members of 
the committee and to a mutual respect 
among people who together were seek-
ing the mind and heart of God for our 
church, this time was very different. Not 
easy, mind you, but very different. 

Many resolutions came out of the com-
mittee to be addressed first in the House 
of Deputies and then in the House of 
Bishops, including support for the 
church and people in Sudan. Two resolu-
tions in particular tackled the questions 
of ordination access and the Anglican 
covenant, D025 and D020 respectively. 
They can be read in their entirety at 
http://gc2009.org/ViewLegislation/.

D025 was adopted overwhelmingly by 
both houses. It affirms the commitment 
of TEC to its membership in the Angli-
can Communion, pledging to participate 
fully, including financially, in the AC. It 
also recognized that the constitution and 
canons of our church accurately reflect 
the mind of the church, and constitute 
the authority of this church, as related 
to the access to ordination (of all orders) 
being open to all persons.

D020 commended the work of the 
Anglican Communion Covenant draft 
group so far and recommended its study 
and engagement in every diocese of the 
church in preparation for receiving it at 
the 77th General Convention. In other 
words, it is not yet complete and it is too 
soon to decide to abide by it. It was ad-
opted in both houses.

What I mean to convey in this little 
reflection is that the tenor of the con-
vention was one of reconciliation not 
disputation, open listening to the voices 
of the church, and waiting upon God’s 
Holy Spirit. Only then was the vote 
called and the decision made.

It was a privilege to represent the Dio-
cese of Bethlehem as a deputy to the 76th 
General Convention. It was a joy to be 
with the other members of the diocese 
who had their own work to do there. 
The spirit of the convention was echoed 
in the life we shared together. Thanks be 
to God.
[The Venerable Richard I Cluett, rick@cluett.
org, archdeacon for the Diocese of Bethlehem from 
1984 to 2004, serves as the Presiding Bishop’s 
deputy for reorganizing dioceses and as a senior 
consultant and conference leader for the Credo 
Institute. This is his eighth time as a deputy to 
General Convention. He also served twice as an 
alternate.]

The first and most lasting impression 
to me as a first-time deputy to the Gen-
eral Convention was the immense size 
of everything. We took over four major 
halls of the Convention Center in Ana-
heim, California. On the second floor 
was the House of Bishops (which I never 
saw), and on the first floor were three 
halls, each approximately the size of two 
football fields. 

One was the exhibit hall, filled with 
booths of every description and repre-
senting every imaginable Episcopal or-
ganization. There were enough items 
from foreign lands for my wife Linda to 
buy all her Christmas presents.

A second hall housed the House of 
Deputies. We have approximately 110 
dioceses from around the world, and 
each diocese has eight deputies (four 
clergy and four lay), so that means we 
have more than 850 deputies. The 
House of Bishops has more than 200 
members, so between the two there are 
more than 1000 folks legislating . We 
are told that we are the second largest 
legislative body in the world, behind the 
Parliament of India. 

In the House of Deputies, in addition 
to seating for the 800+ deputies, there 
is room for alternates, visitors, the press, 
working volunteers and seemingly lots 
of others. During legislative sessions 
(which lasted usually six hours a day 
broken into two sessions) almost ev-
eryone was always present. There were 
eight speakers’ stations scattered around 
the hall, each with a microphone and a 
light bulb, which went on when some-
one was waiting to speak. The President 

of the House would call on people in 
rotation, and when they were speaking 
they were projected on two large screens 
next to the dais and on smaller screens 
around the hall.

Over ten legislative days we consid-
ered more than 400 resolutions (or piec-
es of legislation). Every resolution goes 
to a committee first (which holds hear-
ings), and is considered by both houses. 
If either house amends a resolution, it 
goes back to committee and then back 
to the other house, so many resolutions 
were considered more than once. 

While it sounds like Congress or a par-
liament, we were always reminded that 
this was a religious convention. Every 
morning session started with a medita-
tion by the Chaplain of the House. To 
me, these were some of the most mean-
ingful words we heard. When resolutions 
which were particularly controversial or 
passionately debated came up for a vote, 
the Chaplain usually led a thoughtful 
and sensitive prayer either before or af-
ter the vote. And when the leaders were 
debating among themselves some par-
liamentary dispute or our voting devices 
were momentarily glitched, we stood 
and were led in hymn-singing with the 
words projected on the screens.

The third hall was used primarily for 
the daily Eucharists. Most folks – depu-
ties, visitors, volunteers and guests – 
came to the Eucharist each day. There 
was a wide variety of preachers – the 

General Convention 2009

A truly memorable experience
by ty WelleS

Presiding Bishop (twice), the President 
of the House of Deputies, the Archbish-
op of Canterbury, and lots of others, all 
inspiring. Every service incorporated at 
least one other language besides English 
– French, Spanish, Navajo, Inuit, and a 
passel of others I couldn’t begin to rec-
ognize. 

The music was amazing – in addi-
tion to the large volunteer choir, there 
was a children’s chorus, African drum-
ming, and lots of others. The highlight 
was the Festival Eucharist on Sunday. 
Hundreds upon hundreds of clergy and 
bishops came into the hall in procession 
in colorful garb. There were streamers, 
and about eight younger folk swirling in 
sync different-colored sheets. And size – 
the number of people filling the hall ap-
proached ten thousand people!

The work of the Convention is impor-
tant. Even though it only meets every 
three years, it is the body that rules the 
Episcopal Church. But the other things 
at the Convention – meeting people 
from around the church, being part of 
the services, seeing the spectacle, build-
ing a community within your diocesan 
deputation – all this and more make go-
ing to General Convention a truly mem-
orable experience.
[Charles H. “Ty” Welles, IV, Esq., cwelles@
verizon.net,  serves as Chancellor for the Diocese 
of Bethlehem. This is his first time as an elected 
deputy to General Convention.]
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Above all else, this Convention claimed God’s mission as the heartbeat of The Episcopal 
Church. I encourage every member of this Church to enter into conversation in your own 
congregation or diocese about God’s mission, and where you and your faith community 
are being invited to enter more deeply into caring for your neighbors, the “least of these” 
whom Jesus befriends. [Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori]



How do you talk about silence?

Letting God enter the center of your being
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by Dave hoWell

“How do you talk about silence?” This 
question by Father Tom Ward shows the 
problem of describing centering prayer. 
Prayer, of course, is something personal 
that differs for each of us. The method 
of centering prayer is less concerned 
about asking God for something than it 
is about letting Him enter the center of 
our being. 

Centering prayer has been used since 
ancient times, and is a form of medita-
tion.  This definition comes from the 
www.centeringprayer.com web site:

“Centering Prayer is a method of 
prayer, which prepares us to receive the 
gift of God’s presence. It emphasizes 
prayer as a personal relationship with 
God. At the same time, it is a discipline 
to foster and serve this relationship by a 
regular, daily practice of prayer. Center-
ing Prayer is drawn from ancient prayer 
practices of the Christian contempla-
tive heritage, notably the Fathers and 
Mothers of the Desert, Lectio Divina, 
(praying the scriptures), The Cloud of 
Unknowing, St. John of the Cross and 
St. Teresa of Avila. It was distilled into 
a simple method of prayer in the 1970s 
by three Trappist monks, Father William 
Meninger, Father Basil Pennington and 
Abbot Thomas Keating at the Trappist 
St. Joseph’s Abbey in Spencer, Massa-
chusetts.”

The method has much in common 
with Buddhist practice. In fact the Trap-
pists consulted with Buddhists while de-
veloping it for Christian use. Both em-
phasize the importance of quietness and 
tuning out the minor concerns of the out-
er world. A major difference comes from 
the Buddhist and Christian concepts of 
God. This is a complex subject, but it 
might be said that Christianity and cen-
tering prayer work toward a relationship 
with an ever present God, while Bud-
dhism tends to have a more abstract idea 
of a supreme deity. 

Father Tom Ward was an Episcopal 
priest for over 30 years and now teaches 

centering prayer across the U.S., in-
cluding a retreat last spring sponsored 
by Trinity Bethlehem. He said that the 
technique’s similarity to Eastern reli-
gions has been attractive for some, “A 
high percentage of people in California 
left the church in the sixties.  Centering 
prayer is a way back to their Christian 
roots.”

“The pressures of work and other 
things leave us with not enough time for 
anything. There is an ordinary structure 
that takes over our lives. People are dis-
oriented and alienated. I hear that a lot. 
The bar gets raised with expectations of 
what we can do. How do you turn it off?”

Ward calls himself “a Southern boy 
from Mississippi,” and his down-to-earth 
manner would be at odds with anyone 
who thinks that centering prayer might 
be too esoteric or “new age.” Ward said 
that its techniques can be readily applied 
to modern life, fitting in with our inter-
ests in how to do practical things like fix-
ing a car. “Centering prayer is a prayer 
that works,” he said.

Ward said that very few people do 
centering prayer on their own. Nearly 
all who use it in their lives are involved 
in a support group. Anyone interested 
in organizing or joining a group in our 
diocese can contact Mother Laura How-
ell at laura@trinitybeth.org or at 610-
867-4741 ext. 304.  There will also be a 
second Centering Prayer Retreat in May 
2010, with Father Tom Ward.

The Rev. Canon Edward Leonard 
Caum III, known to all as Father Ned, 
passed away on Thursday, May 28, 2009.  
He was the son of the late Edward Leon-
ard Caum Jr. and Doris Snelson Caum, 
who resides in Painted Post. 

A native of Morrisville, he majored 
in history at Franklin & Marshall Col-
lege and went on to earn his M.Div. in 
Theology from Philadelphia Divinity 
School. He was ordained to the diacon-
ate in the Episcopal Church in 1962 in 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania, and then to 
the priesthood in December of that year 
in Fairbanks, Alaska, where he served as 
curate of St. Matthew’s Church.  He was 

Marguerite K. Gressle died July 2 at 
The Greens in Wilton, CT. She was 90 
years old. Mrs. Gressle was the wife of 
the late Rt. Rev. Lloyd E. Gressle, bishop 
of Bethlehem, from 1973 to 1985.

Mrs. Gressle was born in Pittsburgh, 
PA and was a graduate of Oberlin Con-
servatory of Music where she majored 
in music. She played piano and organ 
all her life, even arranging concerts for 
two pianos in her home in Bethlehem. 
She taught English in the Wilmington, 
Delaware public school system and after 
retirement to eastern Long Island, Mrs. 
Gressle was at various times a museum 
docent, a church organist, and host of a 
classical music program for a local radio 
station in Southampton. She was also an 
avid gardener and book club enthusiast.

Mrs. Gressle is survived by her three 
children, Richard Gressle of Nyack NY, 
Katherine Gressle of Boston, MA and 
Mark Gressle of Wilton, CT, and seven 
grandchildren, Lara Macdonald, Dylan 
Gressle, Anna Capalbo, Emma Haritos, 
Juliet Gressle, Jack Gressle and Matthew 
Gressle.

A memorial service was held July 18, 
St. Mary’s Church, Hampton Bays, NY.

For more information, contact Mark 
Gressle at 203 761 1326.

The Rev. Canon Joseph Leo died 
peacefully in his sleep June 9 in Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio, where he was living with his 
daughter Mary. He was loved by many 
who will miss him. 

For over 55 years, Canon Leo faithful-
ly served Episcopal churches in Pennsyl-
vania and Ohio. He was rector of Trin-
ity Cathedral in Cleveland in the 1970. 
He spent the last 25 years serving the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. 
His life of service included working as a 
marriage counselor, Justice of the Peace 
and District Court Judge in Easton, PA.

He is survived by his wife Martha Leo 
of Easton, PA; a brother The Very Rev. 
James Leo of Cincinnati; a sister Janice 
Davidson; daughters Liz Beekman (Pat) 
of Charlotte, NC, Sue Parry (Rich) of 
Girdwood, AK, Mary Bourisseau (John) 
of Bentleyville, Ruth Mount (Collins) of 
Chugiak, AK; son Joseph N. Leo III of 
Maineville and 12 grandchildren.

A memorial service was celebrated 
at the Cathedral Church of the Nativ-
ity, Bethlehem, June 23. Donations, in 
his name, may be made to the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, 321 Wyandotte 
St. Bethlehem, PA. 18015.

The Rev. Canon 
Edward Leonard Caum III

The Rev. Canon 
Joseph Leo

Marguerite K. 
Gressle

appointed priest in charge of St. Philip’s, 
Wrangell, Alaska, where he served for 
over 25 years.  

Alaska allowed Ned to pursue his love 
of the outdoors, spending many hours 
hunting and fishing and sharing his love 
of nature with his family. During that 
time he also taught high school and 
earned a second master’s degree in Read-
ing Education from Southern Oregon 
State University. 

He moved back to Pennsylvania in 
1990 and served as rector of Trinity Epis-
copal Church in Athens until his retire-
ment in 2006.  He continued as assistant 
rector until the time of his death.

He is survived by his mother, Doris; 
his sister, Janet Caum Brandt; three 
children from his first marriage to the 
late Marilyn Laird, Virginia Caum Lake 
and her husband Greg, Edward Leonard 
Caum and his wife Susannah, David 
Laird Caum and his wife Erica and their 
families; and his wife of 30 years, Barba-
ra Cameron Caum of Athens, their son, 
Alan, her daughter, Jessica, and her fam-
ily as well as countless others who loved  
him. 

 A Eucharist in celebration of his life 
was held June 3 at Trinity Church. Me-
morials in his honor may be directed to 
Trinity, and mailed to the church of-
fice at 701 S. Main Street, Athens, PA 
18810.

[David Howell, a parishioner at Trinity Bethlehem 
and a free lance writer, is a volunteer contributor to 
Diocesan Life.]
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Sept. 1: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 2:00 p.m.

Sept. 5: Bishop Paul at St. An-
drew’s Alden for anniversary

Sept. 6: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Trinity Pottsville

Sept. 8: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.

Sept. 8: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Paul’s Montrose, 6:00 p.m.

Sept. 10: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Sept. 13: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Paul’s Montrose

Sept. 15: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Sept. 15: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Prince of Peace Dallas, 6:00 p.m.

Sept. 17: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall 2:00 p.m.

Sept. 24: Pre-Convention meeting, St. 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 7 to 8:15 p.m.

Sept. 25: Incorporated Trustees, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 10:00 a.m.

Sept. 27: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Prince of Peace Dallas

Sept. 29: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Sept. 29: Ordination of Priests, Ca-
thedral Church of the Nativity: Timo-
thy Albright, Douglas Moyer, Christina 
Nord, and Wayne Sherrer

Sept. 30: Archdeacon’s visit to Grace 
Kingston 6:00 p.m.

Oct. 1: Pre-Convention meeting, 
Good Shepherd Scranton, 7:00 to 8:15 p.m.

Oct. 3: Fall Festival, St. Brigid’s Naza-
reth (310 Madison Ave., 610-746-3910) 
9:00 to 4:00, gift baskets, soups, chil-
dren’s clothes and toys, white elephant 
items, vendors, more.

Oct. 4: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity Athens

Oct. 4: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Grace Kingston

Oct. 6: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 
Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 6: Pre-Convention meeting, 
Cathedral Bethlehem 7:00 to 8:15 p.m.

Oct. 8: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 
Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 9-10: Diocesan Convention, St. 
Stephen’s Wikes-Barre

Oct. 13: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 
Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 13: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Margaret’s Emmaus, 6:00 p.m.

Oct. 15: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall 2:00 p.m.

Oct. 18: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Margaret’s Emmaus

Oct. 18: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Epiphany Clarks Summit

Oct. 20: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
Sept. 6: St. Paul’s Church, Montrose, 
The Rev Janet C. Watrous, priest-in-
charge, www.stpaulschurchmontrose.org

Sept. 13: Christ Church, Stroudsburg, 
The Rev. Elizabeth Haynes, rector, 
www.christchurchstroudsburg.net

Sept. 20: Christ Church, Towanda, 
The Rev. Maureen Hipple, rector, www.
christchurchtowanda.org

Sept. 27: The Church Seminaries and 
those preparing for the ordained ministry

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
Sept. 6: The clergy and people of the 
Church of South India and South 
Karala

Sept. 13: The clergy and people of the 
Church of Southern Highlands (Tanzania)

Sept. 20: The clergy and people of the 
Church of England

Sept. 27: The clergy and people of the 
Scottish Episcopal Church

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
Sept. 6: Ajira Parish  
The Rev Joseph Lomuja

Sept. 13: Akuboro Parish   
The Rev Stanley Rumbe

Sept. 20: Andejo Sub Parish   
The Rev Nelson Wolyan Adaria

Sept. 27: Andesire Parish   
The Rev Cosma Lo’dong Kwoji

The Animal Food Bank of the Lehigh 
Valley has helped a lot of pets fi nd food 
and a home. But now the Food Bank 
needs a new home of its own, for storage 
and offi ce space. 

The organization provides food and 
other supplies such as litter, collars, 
carriers, and fl ea and tick spray to low-
income pet owners and shelters. It pro-
vides quarterly low-cost immunization 
shot clinics with volunteer veterinar-
ians. They educate adults regarding the 
importance of spaying and neutering, 
and speak to students about responsible 
pet ownership.

The Animal Food Bank began four 
and a half years ago as a simple form of 
assistance to Trinity’s Soup Kitchen.  But 
word has spread across the Lehigh Valley 
about the non-profi t, and so many more 
needs have surfaced it is now Valley-
wide. It has received support from local 
humane societies and shelters. In turn, 
the Food Bank now provides emergency 
distribution to these organizations with 
surplus food. The Food Bank now re-
ceives donations from Walmart, Phillips 
Feed & Pet Supply, Moyer and Son Inc., 
Neighbors Home & Garden Center, and 
Target stores.

But success has strained the Food 
Bank’s resources. In 2008 it served about 
1500 animals, but the number has risen 
to between fi ve and six thousand. The 
Food Bank has outgrown its present lo-
cation in a building on the property of 

AFB President Margie Segaline. 
“The last three times we had to set up 

tables and pack the orders outside,” she 
said. Preparing pickup orders in the win-
ter cold is not much of an option for the 
volunteers.

On the third Thursday of every month, 
the individual food packages and other 
needed supplies are distributed at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, Bethlehem. Segaline 
said that people have come from as far 
as Kutztown and New Jersey. “We let 
them know if it is worth their while to 
travel,” she said, since it might not make 
sense economically. “We take each order 
phone call individually.” Calls are han-
dled by three volunteers.

Trinity is also the location for Board of 
Directors meetings.

Segaline is looking for a new site of 
four to fi ve thousand feet. It should be 
accessible by bus for low income trav-
elers. Bethlehem, because of its central 
location in the Lehigh Valley, would be 
ideal. She hopes to get offi ce space along 
with room for warehousing. She cur-
rently runs Food Bank business from her 
home. [By Dave Howell] 

Contact for the Animal Food Bank of 
the Lehigh Valley: P.O. Box B, Heller-
town, PA 18055 (484) 851-8000 www.
animalfoodbanklehighvalley.com For Mar-
gie Segaline: margiesegaline@yahoo.
com

planAhead prayFor

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
Sept. 6: St. Paul’s Church, Montrose, 
The Rev Janet C. Watrous, priest-in-
charge, www.stpaulschurchmontrose.org

Sept. 13: Christ Church, Stroudsburg, 
The Rev. Elizabeth Haynes, rector
www.christchurchstroudsburg.net

Sept. 20: Christ Church, Towanda, 
The Rev. Maureen Hipple, rector, www.
christchurchtowanda.org

Sept. 27: The Church Seminaries and 
those preparing for the ordained ministry

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
Sept. 6: The clergy and people of the 
Church of South India and South 
Karala

Sept. 13: The clergy and people of the 
Church of Southern Highlands (Tanzania)

Sept. 20: The clergy and people of the 
Church of England

Sept. 27: The clergy and people of the 
Scottish Episcopal Church

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
Sept. 6: Ajira Parish  
The Rev Joseph Lomuja

Sept. 13: Akuboro Parish   
The Rev Stanley Rumbe

Sept. 20: Andejo Sub Parish   
The Rev Nelson Wolyan Adaria

Sept. 27: Andesire Parish   
The Rev Cosma Lo’dong Kwoji
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Courses: (1) Book of Common Prayer, 
taught by Bishop Paul in the morning. 
(2) Theology, taught by The Rev. John 
Francis in the afternoon. Dates:  Sep-
tember 19, 26; October 17, 24, 31; No-
vember 7, 14, 28; December 5, 12; Snow 
Date, December 19.

Classes will be held at St. Peter’s, Ha-
zleton from 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Because the focus of Bishop’s School 
is to prepare vocational deacons and lo-
cally licensed priest, the curriculum is 
designed to meet the canonical require-
ments for those ministries.  The classes 
rotate on a four year cycle so that some-
one may enter at the beginning of any 
semester and continue through the four 
year program.

People in the ordination process may 
only miss one session and still receive 
credit for the course.

Although the focus is on prepara-
tion for ordination, anyone is welcome 
to register and attend all or any of the 
course.  $75 fee per course is payable 
with registration.

To register please email Canon Jane 
Teter, jteter@diobeth.org, or snail mail 
to Jane at Diocesan House, 333 Wyan-
dotte St.,  Bethlehem PA  18015) with 
the following information: Your name, 

Oct. 27: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 1: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre

Nov. 1: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. John’s Ashland

Nov. 3: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 5: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathe-
dral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 9-12: Visit of Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori to the Diocese 
of Bethlehem

Nov. 12: Clergy Day with Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori

Nov. 15: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. James/St. George Jermyn

Nov. 15: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Peter’s Hazleton

Nov. 17: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 17: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
George’s Hellertown, 6:00 p.m.

Nov. 19: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 20: Incorporated Trustees, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 10:00 a.m.

Nov. 24: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 24: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Andrew’s Allentown, 6:00 p.m.

March 9: Clergy Day
March 25: Chrism Mass and Renewal of 

Vows, Cathedral Bethlehem 11:00 a.m.
May 6: Clergy Day
June 3: Corpus Christi Celebration, 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 7:00 p.m.
June 13: Clergy and Spouses/Partners 

DinnerAnimal Food Bank of the Lehigh 
Valley Seeks a New Home

Bishop’s School Fall Semester
address, phone number(s), and email ad-
dress. We need to be able to reach you 
in case of inclement weather or other 
schedule changes.  Checks should be 
made payable to: The Diocese of Bethle-
hem, marked for Bishop’s School. If you 
have questions, please contact Canon 
Teter, 610-691-5655, ext 228.

Books Needed: 
For the class on Theology you will 

need the following book:  Mysteries of 
the Faith by Mark McIntosh. It is the 
8th book in the New Church’s Teaching 
Series, published by Cowley. It may be 
ordered from Amazon.com. Earlier this 
month, new books were $9.56 and used 
books were from $2.89.

For those who register for the Bishop’s 
class on the Book of Common Prayer: 
The Book of Common Prayer (a copy you 
are willing to write in); The Book of Oc-
casional Services; Enriching our Worship 
volumes 1 and 2 (order from Church 
Publishing); Praying Shapes Believing by 
Leonel Mitchell; Tiffany’s Table Manners 
for Teenagers by Walter Hoving (This is 
to be read before the fi rst session.)

Optional books: The Study of Liturgy by 
Jones, Yarnold, Wainwright, Bradshaw; A 
Theology of Worship by Louis Weil; Opening 
the Prayer Book by Jeffrey Lee,.



Senior high missioners rebuild in New Orleans

by kiMberly roWleS

“This trip was a truly amazing experi-
ence for me,” a youth participant said. 
“I can’t believe how ill informed I was 
about the state of New Orleans; it truly 
caught me off guard. I enjoyed every day 
and didn’t even mind waking up early! 
The multitude of good times defi nitely 
outweighed the minimal bad ones.” 

Our encore performance as missioners 
in the Diocese of Louisiana ran from July 
25 through August 1. In roughly 80-90% 
humidity and heat, 25 missioners from 
the Diocese of Bethlehem sheet-rocked, 
machete-d and painted their way around 
the Gentilly area of New Orleans. Twen-
ty youth from ten congregations from all 
over the Diocese put their sweat and 
tears into the Louisiana homes, church-

es and community meeting spaces where 
we did the work of Christ. 

Our crew chief from Episcopal Com-
munity Services (formerly the Diocese of 
Louisiana’s Offi ce of Disaster Response) 
Mary Bess, and her sister, Grace, worked 
with our mission team to sheet rock the 
ceilings in a family home which was 
under eight feet of water after Katrina. 
The family has faced a number of set-
backs including a battle with cancer and 
the death of the husband and father in 
Arkansas after the storm, leaving them 
without money or credit to rebuild. 

We worked from the wee morning 
hours until the mid afternoon, Monday 
through Thursday. Learning compas-
sion, teamwork and how to use a screw 
gun, all the while doing what ever Mary 
Bess asked of us, even tearing down two 

rooms of sheet rock and starting over on 
our last day of work. 

We did have the opportunity to spend 
some time around the French Market and 
French Quarter. We resided for the week 
in the Garden District off of the famed 
St. Charles Street (where a number of 
the Mardi Gras parade routes tramp), 
there are still beads hanging from limbs 
and wrought iron work along the route. 
Some of the highlights from the trip in-
cluded experiencing community at St. 
Anna’s, serving the homeless and other 
volunteers at St. George’s Dragon Café, 
and spending time with friends from the 
Diocese who we may not get to see as 
often as we may wish. 

There were a few low points as well. 
We had some transportation snafus in-
cluding waiting for nearly 2 hours to get 
our vans and SUVs from the rental com-
pany, Father Cal’s car getting a fl at tire, 
Marirose’s trip to the emergency room 
and concussion after realizing that the 
van was in fact not a convertible, and 
getting lost while going to view the de-
struction and reconstruction of the low-
er ninth ward. Much to our relief, there 
were more uplifting than depressing 
moments, including Bobby and Corey’s 
antics, Father Cal’s constant assertion 
that “This is all part of the adventure,” 
the excellent sermons at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Sunday, and St. Anna’s 

Missioner for Youth Kimberly Rowles

Effective July 2009, Bishop Paul 
named Kimberly Rowles to Diocesan 
Staff as Missioner for Youth. Kim has 
been a chaperone and leader on several 
diocesan youth events during the past 
two years, including the 2007 inaugural 
Senior High Mission trip to New Orleans 

(Left) Isaac Martin, Katie Kolepp, Jim Schwab (Middle top to bottom) Water Break at Work Site: Marirose Sartoretto, Isaac Martin, Bobby Dronebarger, Katie Kolepp, Amanda Arms 
(standing), Corey Mars, Jensen Appleman, Kayla Farley and Kim Rowles. (Right)  Annika McGuirk, Ashley (volunteer from New Orleans),

mid-week Eucha-
rist and Healing 
Service. It was 
obvious that we 
were doing good 
work, but there 
is still so much to 
be done. 

There have 
been strides taken 
in the two years 
since our last mis-
sion trip to New 
Orleans. The 
streetcars have 
resumed service, 
there are more 
people coming 
back to certain 
neighborhoods, 
and the tourists 
have come back 
for their tradi-
tional New Or-
leans experienc-
es. But there are 
still more homes 
to be rebuilt. In 
Gentilly where 
we were working, 
over 75% of the 

properties are not 
being lived in or 
are not capable of 

being lived in. Charity Hospital, the larg-
est public hospital in the city, remains 
closed. The schools are over crowded, 
under funded, and understaffed. The 
city is teaming with violence and crime, 
testifying to this problem is the “Murder 
board” outside of St. Anna’s which when 
we were here had over 140 names listed 
for this year alone. With so much need 
in New Orleans, it is hard to believe it 
is a major shipping port in the United 
States. 

As we walked down the streets, or ate 
in restaurants, worshiped in churches, or 
watched Imax movies, we were reminded 
of the human community of which we are 
innately involved in a way that I am not 
sure that I completely understand. Wher-
ever we were, regardless of what we were 
doing, people would ask where we were 
from, and thank us for the work that we 
are doing, and they would request that we 
remember them, and that we come back 
and help some more. 

Since coming home, I have thought 
about what it means for me to remember 
the people of New Orleans. When re-
fl ecting on this time together, the phrase 
“do this in remembrance of me” bounc-
es around in my skull. In remembering 
one another’s struggles, passions, skills 
and shortcomings we become a stronger 
community, we become more like the 
world that God created and the people 
for whom Christ died. In doing the 
work that needs to be done and in shar-
ing our experiences with those who can 
and will do more to improve the lives of 
New Orleans’ residents, these missioners 
have remembered that we do not have 
to rebuild alone, nor do we have to re-
build over night, but we do need to work 
together to bring light to New Orleans, 
and we can’t let the light of memory die 
out. There is still so much to do. 

in. She has served also as a Rite 13 teach-
er at Christ Church, Reading where she 
had been parish administrator. She then 
served as part-time Youth Ministry Co-
ordinator at St. Gabriel’s Douglassville 
where she became even more involved 
in diocesan events and planning as a 
member of the Youth Council. Having 
just returned from the second New Or-
leans mission trip, “Mama Kium,” as she 
is known by the youth, is currently work-
ing with the staff of Happening #19, and 
will soon convene Youth Council for the 
2009-2010 academic year to begin work 
on Christophany, Bishop’s Day with 
Youth and the Junior High Mission Trip 
for 2010. 

Kim holds bachelor’s degrees from 
Temple University in Political Science 
and Asian Studies. She earned her mas-
ters degree in Literature Religion and 
Philosophy from the University of Sus-
sex in Falmer, UK. Her studies have al-
lowed her to live in Tokyo, and England 

for extended periods of time, but she 
always felt like she could come “home” 
to the Episcopal Church. She is glad to 
be back in the Diocese of Bethlehem 
where she was confi rmed as a teenager at 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring. She remains 
employed at St. Gabriel’s in Douglass-
ville as well as at the Diocese of Bethle-
hem, and is currently an aspirant for the 
pursuit of Holy Orders. You can reach 
Kim via email, kimberly.rowles@gmail.
com or on her cell, 610-751-3931.
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