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Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori spent four full days in the Diocese of Bethlehem, Nov. 9 to 12. In his column on page A2, Bishop Paul 
notes that she was attentive, appreciative and evocative. She gave feedback. She was encouraging. She could, when necessary, change. She main-
tained a non-anxious presence and she stayed connected. In the photo above, Bishop Katharine interacts with children in a Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd session at Grace Montessori School in Allentown. [More on the visit of the Presiding Bishop on pages A2-5]
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The Presiding Bishop – An Appreciation 
and Reminders for Parish Leaders

BY BiSHOP PAuL V. MARSHALL

During her visit to the Diocese of Bethlehem, Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori was attentive, appreciative, 
and evocative. She gave feedback. She was encouraging. She 
could, when necessary, change. She maintained a non-anxious 
presence and she stayed connected.

November was a banner month for 
our diocese. For 
the first time in 
more than two 
decades we 
were hon-
ored by a vis-
it from the 
chief pastor 
of The Episco-
pal Church, the 
Presiding Bishop.

I designed the visit as carefully as I 
could to insure that she saw our best ef-
forts, our most innovative efforts, along 
with our challenges and deficits. Bishop 
Jack and I also individually spent pri-
vate car time with her so that she would 
know what the episcopate is like in this 
diocese.

I need to thank, in order of occur-
rence, the Standing Committee, New 
Hope, the Stewardship and Evangelism 
commissions, the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity in Bethlehem, Grace 
Church and School in Allentown, New 
Bethany Ministries in Bethlehem, Trin-
ity Soup Kitchen in Bethlehem, the 
gathered staff, St. Luke’s in Lebanon, 
Project REACH and St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre, the youth 
of our Diocese, the assembled clergy, 
and Good Shepherd in Scranton, all of 
whom helped give the Presiding Bishop 
an accurate picture of our life together. 

Additionally, so many hands and voices 
provided hospitality, music, and general 
assistance (including parking!) with this 
project. Mother Hillary Dowling Raining 
and Ely Valentin did the heavy lifting for the visit.

I am also grateful for those who en-
gaged the Presiding Bishop in conversa-
tion at the three churches where Even-

song, receptions and open forums took 
place and at clergy day.

There are some aspects of leadership 
that Bishop Katharine demonstrated 
that all who lead might think about. 

In the first place she was attentive. Ev-
ery place we visited, she noticed things 
that were unique about the place and 
took the time to really look at them. 
This was even more true with people 
and programs: she gave whomever she 
engaged her complete attention.

Then, she was appreciative. She 
worked to understand what was be-
ing said or shown, and to see its value. 
She was verbal in her appreciation and 
respectful of her interlocutors, whether 
they were homeless persons or elected 
officials of the diocese.

She was evocative.  We have a little 
saying in our office that Bill Lewellis 
developed from an old Wall Street ad. 
Our version is, “When we listen, people 
speak.”  People tended to hesitate to ask 
the first question, but Bishop Katharine’s 
way of listening carefully and respect-
fully when that question got asked, had 
other people in the room bubbling away.

She gave feedback. Particularly with the 
youth group, she took what they said se-
riously enough to pursue conversation 
with them. That in turn brought forward 
more conversation and genuine growth in 
thought. She taught gently by making sure 
lights were turned out when groups left a 
room.

She was encouraging. Every church 
and ministry she visited heard from her 

that they were appreciated for what they 
were doing, and encouraged to keep it up. 
She offered suggestions as appropriate.

She could, when necessary, change. As 
it became apparent to her in each eve-
ning’s discussions that certain remarks 
at General Convention had perplexed 
some people and alienated others, in her 
closing sermon to the clergy she finally 
just said she was sorry to have not been 
clearer, and recast the remarks in a way 
that would make sense to all. 

Most important, I think, is that she 
maintained a non-anxious presence. She 
never made the mistake of taking oppo-
sitional words personally. In the face of 
some tough questioning, she kept the fo-
cus on her vision for the church’s partici-
pation in the work of God. This is the 
hardest skill leaders have to master, and 
she is one of the best models I have seen 
of the non-anxious style of leadership. 
It has none of the excitement of dema-
goguery, and for that very reason invites 
sane people to follow.

Finally, her mission is to stay connected. 
The Presiding Bishop is required by can-
ons to visit dioceses once in a nine-year 
term. That averages out to about twelve a 
year. Ours is the eighty-ninth visit she has 
made in only three and a half years. She 
leads the church by being present in it.

I think, then, along with all the fun 
we had during the week, we also had the 
opportunity to see an expert leader in ac-
tion and we all felt a desire to rededicate 
ourselves to our ministry and mission. 

She maintained a 
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Christmas season is always a test –– a 
test of our endurance as musicians. The 
annual Messiah sing-a-long, Lessons & 
Carols, a cantata or choral prelude for 
Christmas Eve, the trebles singing their 
best offering for visiting grandparents, 
and organ music, and more organ music.

 We want to offer our best –– our gold, 
frankincense and myrrh –– the best dec-
orations, the best table setting, the best 
recipes, the best inside the box. And one 
of the greatest temptations as musicians 
is to give our all –– until we have no 
more to give. I have learned that the day 
after Christmas, my internal defenses 
down, I usually succumb to that cold or 
flu that has been warded off by my busy 
flurrying the past few weeks.

 One of the best offerings of this sea-
son is Menotti’s classic, Amahl. Remem-

The Reluctant Organist

’Tis a Gift to be Simple
BY FATHER ED ERB

ber the simple gift given from the heart 
of this young cripple-boy. Or the Little 
Drummer Boy who gives what he has 
in simple trust that it will be accepted 
with love.

 As you prepare for the High Holy 
Day ask yourself, do I really need to play 
that Bach Prelude and Fugue?  Would 
a simpler –– and lovely –– take on a 
carol by a good composer be received 
with joy? God, your rector and the pa-
rishioners will relish in the simple gift, 
offered with all your heart. The anxiety 
level diminishes and you’ll find you will 
enjoy the holiday even more. And it 
will show in your playing and directing. 
’Tis a gift to be simple, and ’tis simple 
to be a gift. Merry Christmas.
The Rev. Edward K. Erb, edwardkerb@aol.
com, the Rev. Hillary Raining, hillary.rain-
ing@gmail.com, and Canon Mark Laubach 
mlaubach118@gmail.com are members of the 
committee working on the Leadership Program 
for Musicians for the Diocese of Bethlehem.

–

Maybe it was the brick walls and modest 
marble columns, or the wood floor crafted 
from thousands of slats not much bigger than 
Popsicle sticks.

Maybe it was the half dome above the al-
tar, sporting a semi-circle of petite stained 
glass windows backlit just enough to give a 
glimmer of the detail they contained.

Maybe it was the flamed copper “facade 
pipes” of the organ that can still be deemed 
recently restored. True, the refurbishing hap-
pened seven years ago, but since parts of the 
instrument are more than a century old, sev-
en years sounds recent.

Or perhaps it was the open-armed angels 
that emerge from the ornate wooden truss-
es in the ceiling at St. Stephen’s Episcopal 
Church. With elbows gently bent and hands 
curved inward, the carved heavenly hosts 
looked like they could be guiding the sound 
into just the right location for listening pleasure.

Something made the acoustics sing during 
a special “Evensong” last week that marked 
what was believed to be the first visit by the 
Episcopal Presiding Bishop in 190 years.

I know choral church music isn’t every-
one’s cup of tea – heck, it’s torture for some -- 
but when done right, I find it spiritually up-
lifting in a way few other human endeavors 
match. And, frankly, the Catholic churches 
I’ve been attending have shrunk so much they 
rarely have the people power to pull off a full-
throated songfest. That’s no reflection on their 
music ministries; it’s just a reality of our time.

Presiding Bishop Katherine Jefferts Schori 
didn’t have much to do other than sit and 
listen. This wasn’t a Mass, or an elaborate 
ritual. It was mostly a concert with the crowd 
occasionally joining in, punctuated by a few 
readings, highlighted by Jefferts Schori’s sermon.

She opened by rattling off some of the 
nations the Episcopal Church calls home. 
“Greetings from our diocese in Colombia, 
The Dominican Republic, Ecuador … Aus-
tria, Belgium, France, Germany … and the 
other 99 Episcopal Dioceses in the U.S.”

The last comment drew chuckles during a 
pause, after which she added “They pray for 
you; I would ask that you pray for them.”

Jefferts Schori acknowledged shortcom-
ings not only of her faith, but of religion 
in general. The number of Americans who 
are essentially not connected to any church 
keeps climbing rapidly, even as the vast ma-
jority of us claim to be spiritual.

She stressed that faith is a lifelong learning pro-
cess. “We don’t learn what we need to know by 
the time we are confirmed at the age of 12 or 13.”

The presiding bishop did not touch on any 
of the issues threatening to divide the Epis-
copal Church, such as appointing an openly 
gay bishop, allowing priests to bless same-sex 
unions, or the ordination of women as priests 
that, while not new, rankles traditionalists. 
Jefferts Schori is the first female presiding 
bishop in the 220 years the position has ex-
isted.

I confess, after a lifetime of male-only ser-
mons in Catholic churches, there was some-
thing refreshing about hearing a woman’s 
voice at the podium, but it may have simply 
been the novelty. It was the universal tidbits 
in her message that struck me.

When she summed up the Episcopalian 
mission in a single sentence, I thought the 
message transcended the moment. Though 
spoken in a church, it should hold true in 
any setting; a worthwhile goal for everyone:

“We participate in trying to heal this 
world. That’s what we’re here for.”
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Five sermons in four days. Four open 
forums, including one with the clergy, 
in as many days. Visits to five ministries. 
Conversation. Conversation. Conver-
sation. These made up part of the four-
day visit, November 9-12, of the Most 
Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding 
Bishop of the Episcopal Church, to the  
clergy and people of the 14-county Dio-
cese of Bethlehem. 

She preached or spoke or listened 
to well over 1,200 people and reached 
many thousands more by way of newspa-
pers and TV.

Bishop Katharine preached during 
Evensong at the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity, Bethlehem; at St. Luke’s 
Church, Lebanon; and at St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. 

Receptions and open forums followed 
immediately afterwards.

She met with the Standing Commit-
tee of the Diocese of Bethlehem who pre-
sented her with a power point visual and a 
printed copy of their State of the Church 
report. During the same meeting, she 
heard presentations from representatives 
of our New Hope project and our Evange-
lism and Stewardship commissions.

She visited Grace Church and its 
Montessori School in Allentown, New 
Bethany Ministries in Bethlehem, and 
had lunch with clients of the Soup 
Kitchen of Trinity Church in Bethlehem. 

She interacted with diocesan youth 
and visited Project REACH of St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, and 

Seasons of Love, the ministry to the poor 
and homeless at Good Shepherd Church 
in Scranton.

She spent several hours with Bishops 
Paul and Jack and our diocesan staff. She 
interacted with clergy of the diocese and 
preached at the Clergy Day Eucharist at 
Good Shepherd. 

Concurrent with her visit she preached 
also at a Moravian liturgy at Moravian 
Seminary, Bethlehem, after meeting for 
a lengthy discussion with Moravian lead-
ers, Episcopalians and seminarians. She 
noted the possibilities for mission as the two 
churches move closer to full communion.

Diocese of Bethlehem Bishop Paul 
Marshall said he “designed the visit as 
carefully as I could to insure that she 
saw our best efforts, our most innovative 
efforts, along with our challenges and defi-
cits. Bishop Jack and I also individually 
spent private car time with her so that 
she would know what the episcopate is 
like in this diocese.”

In her sermons during the Evensong 
services, Bishop Katharine reminded 
her listeners that they are called to mis-
sionary work, that the formal name of 
the Episcopal Church is the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society. ‘’This 
expression of Christianity is focused on 
God’s mission here and abroad,’’ she 
said. ‘’You and I as God’s hands and feet 
in the world are meant to be leaders of 
transformation.’’

She noted that some years ago the 
Anglican Communion adopted a frame-
work for thinking about mission called 

“The Five Marks of Mission.” They are: 
proclaim the good news of the Kingdom; 
teach, baptize and nurture new believers; 
work to relieve human suffering; change 
the unjust structures of society; and care 
for the earth. “If you think seriously 
about what our baptismal promises say, 
they invite us into that work in a variety 
of ways,” she said

She commended the Diocese of Beth-
lehem for its support of the poor in the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji in Southern Su-
dan, and for heeding the church’s call 
to action on domestic poverty, climate 
change and social justice. 

During the open forums after the ser-
vice, she responded to questions about 
the Vatican’s recent decision to establish 
a formal structure for disaffected An-
glicans. The two churches have a long 
history of losing members to each other, 
she said. “The road between Rome and 
Canterbury is pretty well-traveled.’’

A Seattle-area native who abandoned 
a career as an oceanographer to answer 
a call to the priesthood, Bishop Katha-
rine was ordained in 1994. She served 
six years as Bishop of Nevada before her 
2006 election to a nine-year term as pre-
siding bishop.

Among many other topics she dis-
cussed in response to questions at the 
open forums, she said that the Episcopal 
Church continues its decades-long de-
bate on homosexuality. As Bishop of Ne-
vada, she supported the Diocese of New 
Hampshire when it elected Gene Rob-
inson –– a gay man in a long-term rela-
tionship –– as bishop. Robinson “is not 
the only gay-partnered bishop,’’ she said. 
“He’s the only one who’s open about it.’’

In a communication to the diocesan 
community, Bishop Paul noted “some 
aspects of leadership that Bishop Katha-
rine demonstrated during her visit that 
all who lead might think about. She was 
attentive, appreciative and evocative. 
She gave feedback. She was encourag-
ing. She could, when necessary, change. 
She maintained a non-anxious presence, 
and stayed connected.

“She never made the mistake of taking 
oppositional words personally,” he said. 

Bishop Katharine’s visit to the clergy and 
people of the Diocese of Bethlehem

“In the face of some tough question-
ing, she kept the focus on her vision for 
the church’s participation in the work 
of God. This is the hardest skill leaders 
have to master, and she is one of the best 
models I have seen of the non-anxious 
style of leadership. It has none of the 
excitement of demagoguery, and for that 
very reason invites sane people to follow.”

As presiding bishop, she is chief pas-
tor to the Episcopal Church’s 2.4 mil-
lion members in 109 dioceses and three 
regional areas in 16 nations, the first 
woman to hold a comparable office 
throughout the worldwide Anglican 
Communion. Some Anglican provinces 
don’t permit women even to be ordained 
priests; some of those that do don’t allow 
them to be consecrated bishops.

She has been vocal about the Episcopal 
Church’s mission priorities, including the 
UN Millennium Development Goals, issues 
of domestic poverty, climate change and care 
for the earth, as well as the ongoing need to 
contextualize the gospel.

Bishop Katharine and her husband, 
Richard Miles Schori, a retired math-
ematician (topologist), were married in 
1979. They have one daughter, who is 
a captain (pilot) in the U.S. Air Force.

“When I make diocesan visitations,” 
Jefferts Schori wrote recently, “I often 
remind people that the word “conver-
sation” has its origins first in Latin and 
then in Middle English, where it means 
“to spend time with.” It’s much more 
about being with, rather than using 
words. It has the connotation of being 
in community, coming to know others 
in the intimate way that only is possi-
ble in proximity, sharing food, business 
dealings, likes and dislikes, even prayer 
and Eucharist. It is an art and style of be-
ing that often is wanting in the culture 
around us.

“The health-care debates that have 
roiled the nation are a good example: 
highly uncivilized interactions with peo-
ple yelling at each other; using unkind 
and derogative epithets for those who 
appear to disagree; imputing misleading, 
erroneous and even evil motivations; in-
stilling fear; and generally stirring people 
up just to evoke a reaction. We have a 
better way –– in the deeper kind of con-
versation that comes of seeing the image 
of God in our neighbors, even and espe-
cially when we disagree with them.

BY BiLL LEWELLiS

A church message with universal appeal
By Mark Guydish of the Times-Leader, Wilkes-Barre, Nov. 17
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Conversation with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori
PHOTOS BY KAT LEHMAN

Sophie and Lucy Kitch-Peck, daughters of Canon 
Anne Kitch and Jim Peck, serve Bishop Katharine 
as tour guides through Moravian Bethlehem.

Evensong, reception and open forum at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem

A visit to a Catechesis of the Good Shepherd session at Grace Montessori 
School, Allentown

At New Bethany Ministries, Bethlehem.

At the Soup Kitchen of Trinity Church, Bethlehem

At Moravian Seminary, Bethlehem.

The word, “conversation,” has its origins first in Latin and then in Middle English, where it means 
“to spend time with.” It’s much more about being with, rather than using words. 

        Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori 

 in the culture around us.
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Bishop Katharine spent time with Bishops Paul and Jack and the Diocesan House staff.

Evensong, reception and open forum at St. Luke’s Church, Lebanon

Evensong and open forum at St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre

Meeting with diocesan youth in Wilkes-Barre

Conversation with Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori
PHOTOS BY KAT LEHMAN

At St. Luke’s Church, Lebanon

At the reception and open forum, Cathedral Bethlehem

 in the culture around us.

“Conversation” has the connotation of being in community, coming to know others 
in the intimate way that only is possible in proximity, sharing food, business dealings, 
likes and dislikes, even prayer and Eucharist. It is an art and style of being that 
often is wanting in the culture around us.  [Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori] 
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On the first day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me a solar lantern, in the dark 
to see.

On the second day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me two high school scholar-
ships and a solar lantern, in the dark to see. 

On the third day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me three solar radios, two high 
school scholarships and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see.

On the fourth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me four wooden tables, three 
solar radios, two high school scholarships and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the fifth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me five soccer uniforms…, four 
wooden tables, three solar radios, two high 
school scholarships and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see.

On the sixth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me six ropes for jumping, five 
soccer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three 
solar radios, two high school scholarships and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the seventh day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me seven yards of fabric, six 
ropes for jumping, five soccer uniforms …, 
four wooden tables, three solar radios, two 
high school scholarships and a solar lantern, 
in the dark to see.

On the eighth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me eight chairs to sit on, seven 
yards of fabric, six ropes for jumping, five soc-
cer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three so-
lar radios, two high school scholarships and a 
solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the ninth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me nine soaring soccer balls, 
eight chairs to sit on, seven yards of fabric, 
six ropes for jumping, five soccer uniforms 
…, four wooden tables, three solar radios, two 
high school scholarships and a solar lantern, 
in the dark to see. 

On the tenth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me ten hoes for clean up, nine 
soaring soccer balls, eight chairs to sit on, sev-
en yards of fabric, six ropes for jumping, five 
soccer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three 
wind up radios, two high school scholarships 
and a solar lantern, in the dark to see. 

On the eleventh day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me eleven bouncing net balls, 
ten hoes for clean up, nine soaring soccer balls, 
eight chairs to sit on, seven yards of fabric, six 
ropes for jumping, five soccer uniforms…, four 
wooden tables, three solar radios, two high 
school scholarships and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see.

On the twelfth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me twelve shiny bicycles, eleven 
bouncing net balls, ten hoes for clean up, nine 
soaring soccer balls, eight chairs to sit on, sev-
en yards of fabric, six ropes for jumping, five 
soccer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three 
solar radios, two high school scholarships and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.  

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR KAJO KEJI

    
 Gift                 Cost       Qty      Total  
 Solar Lantern $75   ____ _____
 Scholarship  250   ____ _____
 Solar Radio 50   ____ _____
 Wooden Table 75   ____ _____
 Soccer Uniform 12   ____ _____
 Jumping Rope 5   ____ _____
 Yard of Fabric 5   ____ _____
 Wooden Chair 30   ____ _____
 Soccer Ball 25   ____ _____
 Hoe 15   ____ _____
 Net Ball 10   ____ _____
 Bike 100   ____ _____

 Amount Enclosed:     ________ 

  Name __________________________________
  Address_________________________________
  City/St/ Zip _____________________________
  Day time phone number____________________
  Congregation ____________________________

Deadline - December 15, 2009
Check with order form written to:

The Diocese of Bethlehem
333 Wyandotte Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Attention: Christmas for Kajo Keji

 
As much as possible, these gifts will be purchased in Africa. Funds received by 

November 30 will be sent to Kajo Keji and items will be purchased before Christ-
mas. The school year begins at the end of January. These gifts primarily support 
the schools, the Mothers’ Union and the clergy of Kajo Keji. Bishop Marshall 
and Bishop Poggo thank you for your generosity and wish you and your family a 
Merry Christmas.

Life is very simple at home in Kajo Keji, Sudan, with no electricity, 
no running water, no plumbing, no fridge, no stove, no phone, no TV, no 
computer, no local hospital, no advertising, no supermarket, no DIY store, 
no shopping mall, no traffic jams. 

Christmas is very simple in Kajo Keji with no cards, no tree, no wish list, no 
decorations, no lights, no office party, no gift exchange, no revelers, no last minute 
shopping, no pageant, no carolers, no midnight service, no turkey, ham or roast 
with all the trimmings…well, yes, a family dinner with traditional Sudanese foods, 
and a community gathered to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

CHRISTMAS IN KAJO-KEJI
Silent Night, Holy Night, Christ the Savior is Born, Christ the Savior is Born

TWElvE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS  FOR KAJO KEJI
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Dec. 1: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 1: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Luke’s Lebanon, 6:00 p.m.

Dec. 3: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathe-
dral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 6: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Andrew’s Allentown

Dec. 6: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. George’s Hellertown

Dec. 6: Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Trinity Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 8: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 10: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 13: Handel’s Messiah at 
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 4:00 p.m. 
Choir and Choral Society, soloists 
and chamber orchestra Donation 
$10.

Dec. 15: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 15: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Thomas Morgantown, 6:00 p.m.

Dec. 20: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Thomas Morgantown

Dec. 21: Ordination of Deacons, 
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, W-B

Dec. 22: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 22: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
John’s Palmerton, 6:00 p.m.
2010

Jan. 17: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. John’s Palmerton

Jan. 17: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Trinity & St. Philips’s Lansford

Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Day – 
Diocesan House closed

Jan. 19: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Mary’s Reading, 6:00 p.m.

Jan. 24: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Anne’s Trexlertown

Jan. 24: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Mary’s Reading

Jan. 28: Diocesan Council, Grace 
Kingston, 6:30 p.m.

Jan. 29-30: Bishop’s Day with 
Youth, St. John the Divine NYC

Feb. 2: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 
p.m.

Feb. 4: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathe-
dral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 5: Hug an Episcopalian Day
Feb. 6: Grace Church Kingston 

celebrates its New Ministry with the 
Rev. John Hartman as rector. Bishop 
Paul, 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 9: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 
Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 11: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Peter’s Tunkhannock

Feb. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Trinity West Pittston

Feb. 16: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Feb. 17: Ash Wednesday
Feb. 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 21: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 23: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 23: Archdeacon’s visit to Redeemer 

Sayre, 6:00 p.m.
Feb. 28: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Luke’s Lebanon
Mar. 2: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 

Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Mark’s New Milford, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 4: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Redeemer Sayre
Mar. 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. Brigid’s Nazareth
March 9: Clergy Day
Mar. 11: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 14: Daylight Savings Times begins
Mar. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Mark’s New Milford
Mar. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Christ Church Reading
Mar. 16: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 21: Trio Jolie in Concert, Trinity 

Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.
Mar. 23: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
Mar. 23: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Gabriel’s Douglassville, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 25: Chrism Mass and Renewal of 

Vows, Cathedral Bethlehem 11:00 a.m.
Mar. 30: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
April 4: Easter – Bishop Paul at Cathe-

dral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
April 4: Easter – Bishop Jack at St. 

Gabriel’s Douglassville
April 6: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 

Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
April 8: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 13: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 15: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 16-18: Christophany
Apr. 18: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. James’ Schuylkill Haven

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
Dec. 6: St. Mary’s Church, Reading, 
The Rev. Nancy M. Packard, rector, 
www.stmarysec.org

Dec. 13: Holy Cross Church, Wilkes-
Barre, The Rev. Daniel G. Jones, rector

Dec. 20: The Children’s Ministry of our 
diocesan community, www.diobethkids.org

Dec. 27: St. Joseph Church, Pen Argyl, 
Loretta Santo, senior warden, The Rev. 
Jane Gaeta, supply pastor

Jan. 3: St. James Church, Drifton, The 
Rev. Jeffrey L. Funk, rector

Jan. 10: The Youth Ministry of our 
diocesan community, www.diobeth.org/
Ministries/Youth/youth.html

Jan. 17: St. Anne’s Church, Trexlertown, 
The Rev. Canon Michael Piovane, rector, 
The Rev. Judith U. Snyder, priest associ-
ate, www.stannesepiscopal.org

Jan. 24: St. Luke’s Church, Lebanon, 
The Rev. Terrence Wible, rector, www.
stlukeslebanon.com

Jan. 31: St. James Church, Schuylkill 
Haven, The Rev. John H. Heffner, rector

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
Dec. 6: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Western Mexico

Dec. 13: The clergy and people of the Dio-
cese of  Willochra (South Australia)

Dec. 20: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Yei (Sudan)

Dec. 27: Clergy and people of Melanesia

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
Dec. 6: Bori Parish  
The Rev. Jeneti A’diko

Dec. 13: Dwani Parish   
The Rev. Estere Kojo   
The Rev. Yobo Sunamurye

Dec. 20: Gaderu Parish  
The Nasona Buli

Dec. 27: Gurube Parish  
The Rev. Scopas Wani

Jan. 3: Jalimo Parish   
The Rev. Edward Maku   
The Rev. John Jiggo

Jan. 10: Jondya Le   
The Rev. Aggrey Ludoru

Jan. 17: Kajo Keji Secondary School 
The Rev. Tom Ezbon

Jan. 24: Kala Parish   
The Rev. Timothy Modi Mark

Jan. 31: Kansuk   
The Rev. Simon Lodu

planAhead prayFor
	

Apr. 18: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Christ Church Susquehanna

Apr. 20: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Apr. 24: Diocesan Training for Min-
istry Day, St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre

Apr. 27: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Apr. 27: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 6:00 p.m.

May 4: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 
Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

May 4: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 6:00 p.m.

May 6: Clergy Day
May 10: Archdeacon’s visit to Cathedral 

Church of Nativity Bethlehem, 6:00 p.m.
May 11: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
May 13: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
May 16: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall
May 16: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
May 16: St. Matthew’s Society Bishop’s 

Reception, Lehigh Country Club, 3:00 p.m.
May 18: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
May 18: Archdeacon’s visit to Good 

Shepherd/St. John’s Milford 6:00 p.m.
May 20: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
May 23: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Cathedral Church of Nativity Bethlehem
May 23: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Good Shepherd/St. John’s Milford
May 25: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
May 25: Archdeacon’s visit to Trinity 

Easton, 6 p.m.
June 1: Archdeacon’s visit to Mediator 

Allentown, 6:00 p.m.
June 3: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
June 3: Corpus Christi Celebration, 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 7:00 p.m.
June 6: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Mediator Allentown
June 6: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Trinity Easton
June 7: Archdeacon’s visit to Trinity 

Bethlehem, 6:00 p.m.
June 13: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Trinity Bethlehem
June 13: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. John’s Hamlin
June 13: Clergy & Spouse/Partners 

Dinner, Good Shepherd Scranton
June 17: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Oct. 8-9: Diocesan Convention, 

Cathedral Bethlehem

 www.diobeth.org      Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org

The Bakery –– This issue of Diocesan Life has featured the theme of conversation. A relatively new 
diocesan online venue, Bakery, includes news, ideas, opinion and conversation related to our diocesan 
community, the Episcopal Church and the Anglican Communion. Consider becoming a baker in the 
House of Bread. Bethlehem, you know, means “House of Bread” in Hebrew. News is posted in the 
Bakery long before you see it in print in Diocesan Life. Visit our diocesan website, www.diobeth.org, to 
join. Complete the bit of information requested at the “Get Connected” box, about one screen down in 
the column on the right. Thank you.
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Where the Word becomes flesh, 
                    New Hope 
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