
Reflections On Pentacost 
by The Reverand Canon Renee Miller
I believe that everything 
that we do in God's name 
begins by the Spirit of  God 
that is in us. We do not do 
anything in our own power. 
However, ...sometimes we 
don't acknowledge the 
power of  God's Spirit 
within us, and we don't rely 
on that Spirit's power when 
we    serve God.

If  we are not relying on the 
power of  God's Spirit 
within, we are likely to find 
ourselves using our own 
willpower to do what we 

think is right and good and 
holy. And over time, we will 
find that we lack joy in our 
serving. What might have 
been a delight turns to a 
stressful burden. What 
might have given us energy 
and hope leaves us weary 
and resentful. The freedom 
and peace we might have 
known if  we had 
abandoned ourselves to the 
power of  the Spirit within 
us, turns to nothing more 
than a willingness to do 

whatever is needed to be 
free of  guilt and obligation. 
Sometimes we wonder if  we 
even have the Holy Spirit 
within us. Well, I'm here to 
tell you that there is no 
question whether or not you 
have the Holy Spirit. ... The 
Holy Spirit lives in you, 
strengthens you, guides 
you, teaches you, and 
moves you. The only 
question is whether you 
are willing to abandon 
yourself to the power of 
that Spirit within you. 
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To know Christ, 

to make Him 

known, and to 

serve all people 

according to His 

example
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I have had countless people ask 
me, "How do I know if  it's the 
Holy Spirit speaking and working 
in me and not my own 
self ?" ..There are three 
characteristics of  the release of  
the Holy Spirit in our lives:         
1) The release of the Spirit is 
unbidden - there is nothing we 
can do to make it happen. We 
cannot will to feel compassion, or 
force ourselves to have our heart 
moved, or work to achieve the 
power of  the Spirit. It arises 
without our effort - in that, it is 
pure grace. When the Holy Spirit 
is released in our lives there is a 
warm affection that glows in the 
heart — rather like the soft glow 
that hangs silently and softly on 
the horizon as the day of  bright 
sun shifts to the quiet of  
evening. ... Just such a 
luminescence floats over the heart 
that is abandoned to the 
movement of  the Spirit. 

You know how this works. You 
open up a magazine and as you 
flip through the pages, you see 
before you a small child with a 
bloated belly, thin arms, eyes that 
are too large for their sunken 

sockets, and a face that cries for 
food and care. The words at the 
bottom of  the page urge you to 
help provide for this child by a 
small donation each month. I can 
guarantee that such an ad will 
cause you to feel love and 
compassion in your heart. 

I can also guarantee that before 
you turn the page you will at least 
give some thought to whether or 
not you will respond to the plea 
for a donation. It will be an 
immediate response, one that 
comes unbidden, one you didn't 
think up or plan or work to 
achieve. You see the child in need, 
and your heart wants to love. That 
is the release of  the Holy Spirit. 
Purity of  purpose happens during 
that first moment when you see 
the picture and find your heart 
moved to love and compassion. 
And that love, compassion, and 
affection for the child lingers in 
your spirit — hovers in a warm 
glow around your heart, until the 
worldly cares and concerns divert 
your attention once again.

2) The release of the Holy 
Spirit is unexpected - there is 
always a quality of  surprise about 
the movement of  the Holy Spirit 
in our lives. It is not something 
you can prepare for, or even look 
forward to, though you can be on 
the lookout for it. It is ever new—
ever fresh— without the taint of  
weariness and repetition. It may 
call you to do something you 
would never have thought to do 
on your own. 

Mother Teresa of  Calcutta spoke 
of  how this happened in her own 
life. She saw a man in the street 
covered with maggots, and she 
wanted to help him. That was the 
movement of  the Spirit—she did 
not 'will' to feel that she wanted to 
help him—remember, she had 
been a Loretto nun and had lived 
in a lovely school and convent 
environment where there was 
beauty, order and peace. She wore 
a clean habit and taught children 
who came from wealthy families. 
The feeling that arose in her to 
help the man covered with 
maggots came to her 
unexpectedly. It called her to act 
in ways that were out of  the 
ordinary. Her response was 
immediate, and had she not 
responded her life would have 
been very different. She herself  
said, "if  I had not picked up that 
one man, I would never have 
picked up another 42,000." 

3) The release of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives is un-self-
conscious —we feel what we 
feel — love, compassion, 
tenderness, gentleness, 
hopefulness, lovingkindness, 
because it is happening in us 
without our effort. And because of 
this, we don't stop to analyze how 
this feeling and our response to it 
is going to affect our own life or 
well-being. We don't care about 
what people will think, we don't 
seek to broadcast it, we don't pull 
out our appointment calendar to 
see if  we can fit it in. We simply 
feel and respond —freely and 
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without thought for ourselves. 
When the woman possessed of  
seven devils was cured by Jesus, 
she went to the house of  Simon 
and in front of  all those who knew 
her past history, she knelt down at 
Jesus' feet and washed those feet 
with her tears, wiped them with 
her hair and anointed them with 
precious nard. She had no 
thought for herself, no thought of  
condemnation or gossip from 
others, no thought for the cost of  
the ointment. She simply felt 
gratitude and love rise in her 
because of the movement of 
the Holy Spirit and she 
responded without concern for 
how it might affect her 
afterward. This also reminds me 
of  a story I once read about the 
quality of  true service. The story 
ended with this: True serving is 
washing the bent and gnarled feet 
of  an old woman in a closed room 
where no one sees and no one 
knows.

You might well ask, "If  the Holy 
Spirit is in me, why am I not 
moved? Why do I not feel the 
things of  which you speak?" Even 
though the Spirit is within us, ever-

ready to shower upon us the impulse 
to serve purely, we can cover up that 
impulse. We know how a bank of  
coastal fog can crowd out the sun. 
The sun is still there, but she cannot 
shed her bright warmth because of  
the cloud that covers her. In the 
same way, our own busyness, our 
insistence on keeping God at 
arm's length, our personal choices 
about what we will or won't do, 
our complex desires and needs, 

our wounded self  searching for 
affirmation, our guilt and 
obligation can crowd out the 
Spirit. The Spirit is still there, but 
she cannot shed her sweet 
fragrance and gentle movement 
because of  the cloud that covers 
her. 

But when we let go of our 
tenacious hold on our own 
way of thinking and being in 
this world, we create a gap for 
the Spirit to slip through. The 
slightest space is all that is needed. 
The Holy Spirit makes herself  
known in the rush of  mighty 
waters, and the falling of  silent 
snow. In one wisp of  a moment, 
we may detect the scent of  
sweetness, or find our heart on 
fire, or feel our feet beginning to 
dance, or see our hands reaching 
to serve. And, in that miraculous 
moment, unbidden, unexpected, 
un-self-conscious, we are lifted out 
of  the tawdriness of  our daily life 
into a broad expanse of  love and 
we know ourselves to have been 
touched by the Spirit, moved by 
the Spirit, and called by the Spirit 
to respond with loving 
abandon. If  we respond 
immediately we will be 
heeding the Spirit's voice.

Help Needed

Food donations and kitchen help 
are needed for the Pentecost 
Reception on Sunday, May 31 
following the 10:30 service. Please 
sign up in the lobby of  Sayre Hall 
or call Sally Snyder at 
610-867-6049.

This Week at Nativity

Sunday, May 31
Bishop’s Visit: Baptisms,  
Confirmation & Receptions 
Bishop Croneberger will be 
present at the Cathedral on     
May 31 and will preside at 
Baptisms, Confirmations and 
Receptions. This is the feast of  
Pentecost! An inspiring liturgy is 
being planned with special music 
by the Choir and the Strong 
Sisters. If  you are an adult 
interested in being confirmed or 
received, or if  you are interested 
in Baptism, please contact the 
church office at 610-865-0727. 

Coming Up

Wednesday, June 3
Burgers, Bible and Beverage 
 

All men of  Nativity are invited to 
share fellowship and study on 
Wednesday evenings in June. 
Beginning on June 3rd from 6:00 
to 8:30 PM,  and following on 
June 10th, 17th and 24th, Dean 
Tony Pompa will lead a men’s  
discussion of  “The Life of  St. 
Paul.” Our June 3rd gathering will 
be hosted by Tom Brandt at his 
home at 2010 Majestic Overlook 
Drive in Bethlehem. To help us 
plan, it would be helpful to know 
if  you are coming. Please let us 
know by emailing your RSVP to
dsmith@nativitycathedral.org

Sunday, June 7
Beijing Circle Orientation

Are you interested in issues that 
face women around the world? 
Have you wondered how you can 
make a difference to women at 
home and abroad? I am seeking a 
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small group of  women who would 
be interested in joining me in 
creating a Beijing Circle at 
Nativity. We’ll have an orientation 
on Sunday, June 7 at 9 a.m. in the 
Goodwin Room. For more 
information, please contact         
Jo Trepagnier at 484-232-6316 or 
Jo.Trepagnier@gmail.com.

Sunday, June 14
Annual Parish Picnic 

On Sunday, June 14 following a 
10 a.m. Eucharist at Moravian 
Academy’s Upper School at 4313 
Green Pond Road, join in the 
merriment with burgers, softball 
and other fun activities. Please 
bring a side dish to share. A 10 

a.m. service will be held at the 
Cathedral for those not 
picnicking.

Hold the Date

Monday, June 29
Wine (or alternative 
beverage), Women, and 
Psalms 
 
Wondering why the boys get to 
have all the fun with “Burgers, 
Bible and Beverage”? Wonder no 
more! Starting June 29 and 
continuing July 6, 13, and 20, the 
women of  Nativity will have their 
own summer gathering: “Wine 
(etc.), Women, and Psalms.” 
Meeting from 7 to 8:30 PM at a 

rotating location, this after-dinner 
gathering will give the ladies a 
chance to enjoy coffee, wine, and 
other beverages, nibble on some 
sweet treats, and contemplate the 
Psalms. All are welcome!  Our 
first meeting will take place on 
Monday, June 29 at the home of  
Janet Kolepp, 4575 Dolores Lane, 
Bethlehem 18017. Locations for 
the July 6, 13 and 20 meetings are 
to be determined. Call the 
Cathedral office to RSVP and get 
directions —  610-865-0727, or 
email Rev. Mariclair Partee at  
mpartee@nativitycathedral.org. 
See you there!

Wednesday, July 8
Iron Pigs Cathedral Night

Go Swine!  Join members of  our 
church family at Coca-Cola Park 
in Allentown for a evening of  
food, fun, and AAA baseball as 
the Lehigh Valley Iron Pigs take 
on the Pawtucket Red Sox. We 
will spend the evening on the 
Picnic Patio where we can watch

the game and enjoy a great two 
hour buffet dinner.

Ticket are $12 per person, and 
children under 2 are free. To 
reserve your seat, please contact 
Jeremy Joiner no later than June 7 
at 610-559-9735 or at email 
AvalonJJ@ptd.net.
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Nativity Summer Youth Camp is Coming

Applications for our annual summer youth camp have been 
sent out, and your completed forms are due back to the church 
office by June 1. Please contact Deb Smith at 610-865-0727 if 
you have not received your enrollment package. 
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Wednesday, May 27 

Holy Eucharist  & Healing          
Good Shepherd Chapel
9:00 a.m. 

Nativity Staffs the Thrift Shop
Cathedral Lower Level
10:30 a.m.

Last Choir Rehearsal
Choir Room
7:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 28

No Meetings or Events

Friday, May 29

Men’s AnD Group
Goodwin Room, Sayre Hall
6:00 a.m.

Saturday, May 30

Holy Eucharist
Cathedral, Sayre Chapel
5:00 p.m.

Baptism & Confirmation 
Rehearsal
Cathedral
9:00 a.m.

Memorial Service for Shirley 
Druckenmiller Smith
Cathedral
11:00 a.m.

Sunday, May 31

Childcare
Sayre Hall, Lower Level
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Holy Eucharist
Bishop Jack Celebrant
Cathedral 
8:00 a.m.

Holy Eucharist
Baptisms, Confirmations & 
Receptions
Bishop Jack Celebrant
Cathedral 
10:30 a.m.

Choristers
Choir Room
11:30 a.m

Monday, June 1 

Flower Guild Arranging 
Good Shepherd Chapel Sacristy
9:00 a.m.

Bach Choir Dinner
Dining Room, Sayre Hall
4:00 p.m.

Tuesday, June 2

Nativity Serves at 
The Meal Center
New Bethany Ministries
9:30 a.m.

Clergy Bible Study
Room 22, Sayre Hall
9:30 a.m.

Al-Anon Meeting
Room 21, Sayre Hall
1:00 p.m.

Grace Church’s Year-End 
Ceremony Rehersal
Cathedral 
6:00 p.m.

Youth Camp Staff Meeting
Room 22, Sayre Hall
7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, June 3 

Holy Eucharist  & Healing          
Good Shepherd Chapel
9:00 a.m. 

At The
Cathedral 

Nativity Staffs the Thrift Shop
Cathedral Lower Level
10:30 a.m.

Burgers Bible &  Beverage
Tom Brandt’s Home
6:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 4

Communications Meeting
Good Shepard Chapel
9:30 a.m.

Nativity Staffs the Thrift Shop
Cathedral Lower Level
10:00 a.m.
 
Cathedral Property            
Committee Meeting 
Conference Room, Sayre Hall
7:00 p.m.
 
Quilt Group
Quilt Room
7:00 p.m.

Friday, June 5 

Men’s AnD Group
Goodwin Room, Sayre Hall
6:00 a.m.

Piano Rehersal for Recital
Cathedral
5:30 p.m.

Saturday, June 6

Third Millennium Fund 
Board Meeting
Room 23, Sayre Hall
9:00a.m.

Holy Eucharist
Cathedral, Sayre Chapel
5:00 p.m.
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