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Yuletide Revels: a collaboration of a different sort
BY JOHN BLACK
In a joyous beginning to the Advent and Christmas season, Trinity
Bethlehem hosted its annual Yuletide Revels on the evening of Saturday, December 3rd. This year,
Revels featured early music by the
entertaining Bells & Motley Consort and a festive reception. Bells
and Motley Consort is comprised of
multi-talented musicians and music
historians Sondra and John Bromka of Marcellus, New York. As the
Consort’s website (http://bellsandmotley.com/index.html) notes, the
duo’s “versatile accomplishment
in European and American historic
music, dance, & literary traditions
have inspired audiences for over 25
years.”
With its characteristic mix of
professionalism,
seriousness,
folksiness, and family-oriented fun, Bells and Motley entertained the audience of over 125
for about an hour and a half with
lyrical tunes, some warmly familiar, some refreshingly rare.
Performing in the beautiful sanctuary at Trinity, listeners were
led “into the nooks and crannies of Medieval France, Catalunya, Germany, Italy, Sweden,
and the British Isles in a celebration of early holiday traditions.
From festive tunes for dance and
procession, to evocative ballads
and songs for chorusing - this
rich and festive holiday musical
program features seasonal aires,
songs, and traditions.” The variety of pieces, interspersed with
informative comments on historical contexts, was matched by the
diverse instrumentation, including the hurdy gurdy, French and
Northumbrian bagpipes, Celtic
harp, Swedish nyckleharpa, lute,
and several other period instruments. Bells and Motley closed
the evening’s performance with

a rousing rendition of the Boar’s
Head Carol as they led a procession to the lavish reception in the
merrily decorated parish hall.
The raucous reception, organized
and provisioned by parish volunteers, extended warm hospitality
to all, as the musicians mingled,
made new acquaintances, and
greeted old friends.
For the past four years, Yuletide
Revels has been a collaboration between Trinity, Bethlehem and the
Moravian College Undergraduate
Conference in Medieval and Early
Modern Studies (http://www.moravian.edu/medieval/). Trinity, which
has a long tradition of communityfriendly music events, hosted its
first Revels in December 2007 with
“Bright Day Star: Music for the Yuletide Season” by the Baltimore Consort. In 2008, John Black, a parishioner at Trinity, Associate Professor in
the English department at Moravian
(with a specialty in medieval studies), and co-organizer of the Conference, approached Mo. Laura Howell, Rector at Trinity, with a proposal
to host an early music performance
jointly. Trinity’s rich music programming and strong tradition of opening
its doors to the community made it a
perfect match. The conference brings
about 200 participants from the
Northeast and Mid-Atlantic for a daylong gathering at Moravian College
which focuses on the medieval and
early modern periods (c.500-c.1800).
The shared interests of Mo.
Howell and Prof. Black in medieval studies and in early music
laid a foundation that allowed
Trinity and the Conference to
combine resources more effectively. Over its course, the collaboration has proven very fruitful. Performances by Tapestry
(2008), Hesperus (2009), Cambiata (2010), and Bells & Motley
Consort (2011) have each drawn
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John Bromka playing the Swedish nyckleharpa. The nyckleharpa was one of several period instruments used during the evening.

about 125 attendees. The collaboration, which epitomizes the
opportunities available for community outreach and hospitality,
has served as a model for other
projects at Trinity. In the past
two years, the gathering has also
involved ecumenical partners, as
Moravian pastor, The Rev. Derek
French and family have joined
our merry band. Reciprocally,
Trinity is honored by the presence
of guests. Mother Laura writes: “All
who participated in the evening’s
festivities received the blessings
of giving and receiving hospitality, inspiring music, and the joy of
Advent’s anticipation. ‘Feeding all
in body, mind and soul’ is Trinity’s
mission, and we take it literally with food, service, education and
spirituality. And fun, lots of fun.”
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I saw you kneeling there
BY BISHOP PAUL MARSHALL

In a few weeks it will be that time
again. What will you be thinking?
How do you suppose people the
age of toddlers, teens, seniors, and
so on will hear the Ash Wednesday words, “Remember that you are
dust, and to dust you will return?”
We will all hear them as we gather
later this month, February 22, for the
beginning of Lent, and it might be
interesting to imagine for a moment
what you and the people next to you
could be thinking. Here are some
possibilities that occur to me.
Three to six
I suspect that for young children,
three to six years old, going up to
the rail and being smeared with ash
is a new part of their exploring and
experiencing the world. The words
may not mean very much, but doing
all this with parents or grandparents
says that something important is going on, a part of what it means to be
big. Impressions are being stored,

and the intent to be big is forming.
This is a bank of experience that
cannot be made up later.
Six to twelve
For a six-to-twelve year-old,
busily gaining competences in
the world but also wondering if
they can make it, the words may
have some meaning to add to
the by-now familiar act of coming up, kneeling down, and being
smudged. By this time a greatgrandparent or other important
figure has died, and the years of
awe are tainted with other, darker, realities.
How good to be in a place where
this is not denied, and people can
be open about reality without
freaking out! The calmness of it all.
We accept reality and also go forward. As the child’s conscience develops during this period, the calm
acceptance of responsibility and
comforting words of forgiveness
provide a note of balance. Tak-

Good News Lunch 10 years old
BY CANON CHARLES CESARETTI
In 2003 the Good News Lunch
(GNL)
received a grant from the
With the ethereal music of the
Episcopal
Diocese of Bethlehem.
Tunkhannock Dulcimers in the
“This
small
grant was the seed
background, 80 guests were hosted
money
that
enabled
us to launch
at the annual Christmas Dinner of
the
GNL
and
it
has
been
one of the
the Good News Lunch at St. Mark’s
most
effective
ecumenical
outreach
in New Milford on Saturday, Deprograms
in
our
area,”
said
Wendy
cember 17, 2011.
Kekalk, Senior Warden of St. Mark’s.
“For
the
past
ten years, all the
churches of our
community
have
worked together to
serve a dinner on the
third Saturday of the
month to our senior
citizens and their
friends,”
reported
Lorraine James of
St. Lawrence R.C.
Church. “We began
with a Thanksgiving Dinner in 2002
and have been serving our community
every month for the
Deacon Charlie Warwick, St. Mark’s, New Milford, joins the serving
past ten years”
line at Good News Lunch.
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ing on a Lenten discipline of some
appropriate kind can be a way of
gaining the “mastery” in life that
this age group seeks.
Teens
For teens, life’s big question is
“who am I?” with “what can I become?” as a close second. Perhaps
the last thing teens want to hear is
that they are mortal and limited,
but they do know about frustration
and perhaps rage against it as they
seek to become their own person.
Perhaps in the midst of that they
can also hear that even when they
are most alienated they are still
God’s person. Finding out who
they are involves taking moral responsibility on their own—and beginning to experience that they can
mediate as well as receive grace.
Adults through middle age
If we can generalize about adults
from their twenties through middle
age, big questions form about the
ability to love and be loved. Questions of vocation and of financial
survival enter along with reproduction and the increasing interest in
“what it all means.”
The other side of the coin of the
downturn in the economy is that
some people are sensing the difference between having and being and
are re-examining what it means to
be human. Remembering one’s dustiness is remembering that he who
dies with the most toys is still dead,
and that nobody on their deathbed
ever wished they had spent more
time at work. Repentance for adults
may be about choosing meaning,
maintaining balance.
Older adults
Older adults are seeing their
parents die. That is profoundly
sad, but not unanticipated. The
shock is that one’s friends are dying off. The world is becoming a
lonelier place. The concept of being dust that we’ve lived with all
our lives comes closer to home: I
start to feel the dust, and some of
it is in my hip joints. I can and-I suspect--will die. How do I
tell the story of my life? How will
I use the time I have left? Will I
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choose to contribute what I can
or will I withdraw?
Looking for the end
And there are those who are waiting to die. For them the words may
speak hope and release. They are
given little permission to have or
express their feelings in our lifeaffirming culture, and they are a
little tired of hearing about plans
for their 115th birthday party when
they know they are done and now
wish for stillness and rest. At least
God is honest with them and will
be there to receive them. It is ok to
say “Lord, now let your servant
depart in peace.” These ashes
may be the only affirmation they
get this season as they prepare for
the last transition, and the agèd
eagles spread their wings.
The gifts of Lent
One sentence in a long liturgy, a
liturgy about mortality, repentance,
forgiveness, and rebuilding the self,
and so many ways to hear and respond. These reflections have been
in the long run about my awareness that while we are all so different, we are all embraced in a
single set of symbols that carry us
through life, and beyond it.
As you look at the people around
you in worship (and that’s ok to
do!), let your imagination go and
see if one of the gifts of Lent isn’t
increased empathy and prayer for
those who stand around the table
with us. See if the other gift is not
a greater sense of our own belonging to the human community that
Christ came to redeem.
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The tithe and leadership
BY ARCHDEACON HOWARD STRINGFELLOW

What plan do you have, or does your
parish have, for beginning to tithe? By
its nature, because of its costliness,
tithing cannot begin accidentally. You
begin intentionally if you begin.
Dan Charney, the Stewardship
Missioner of the Diocese, preaches
passionately and eloquently about
the tithe, or the practice of giving
ten percent of one’s income or produce to the Lord. Since I came to this
Diocese in 1993, I have heard more
here about tithing than I had heard
altogether before or since from other
people including clergy. Tithing enjoys a long and widespread history.
Religions of people other than the Israelites refer to it and expect it. Dan’s
ministry stakes the claim that tithing
is expected here also, and I admire
him for it. He witnesses no failure of
nerve on this subject, and he is the
better leader for taking a stand.
He is of age; we can ask him, of
course, but his stewardship talks have
emphasized three reasons to tithe that
I list in the priority he gives them.
One: each of us needs to give—
to tithe—to respond appropriately
to the blessings we have received
from God’s hands. If you need a list
of blessings to offset a lack of clarity about them, I recommend that
you revisit, or discover, The General
Thanksgiving to be found in Morning
Prayer. There the enumeration of our
blessings can put our minds into action: “our creation, preservation,…
[God’s] immeasurable love in the redemption of the world by our Lord
Jesus Christ;” and “for the means
of grace, and for the hope of glory”
(BCP, page 101). Much more has and
can be said, and I shall guide you if
you need it.
Two: tithing is scriptural; it is
found in the Bible. The key instance for Christians, I believe, is
found in Matthew 23:23, where the
Lord dresses down the usual suspects: “Woe to you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe
mint, dill, and cummin, and have
neglected the weightier matters
of the law: justice and mercy and
faith. It is these you ought to have
practiced without neglecting the others” (NRSV; my italics for emphasis). The pronouncement concerns,
really, justice, mercy, and faith, of
course, but the usual suspects, apparently, already are tithers. Their
tithing is assumed to be in place
well before the Lord’s instruction.
The usual suspects have a lot to
answer for, but not tithing is not one
of them. Many other passages from
the scriptures could be cited additionally, and I shall guide you to
them if you need it.
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Three: tithing by all parishioners
solves the financial problems of our
parishes. Though absolutely true,
as any parish treasurer can tell
you, this, to me, is the weakest of
the three reasons to tithe. Solving
financial problems of parishes is a
worthy goal, but it comes after in
priority our relationship with God
(number one above) and fulfilling
a dominical (the Lord’s) injunction (number two above). Tithing
to solve financial problems probably fails to be any kind of inducement to give. It’s but a step away
from giving so that the parish can
pay the electric bill, the notorious
example of a discouragement and
non-starter as far as encouraging
giving is concerned though probably it is a stronger reason than encouragement to give to the rector’s
Better Lunch Fund.
My own giving I kept within the
bounds of generosity, for the acknowledgements and treasurers
used that word repeatedly until
the New Hope Campaign. Bishop
Paul had determined that those
making “the ask” for New Hope
should have their commitment to
New Hope on record. He said also
to all of us before and after the
campaign went public that giving
would change our lives. Certainly,
they were the right things to do and
to say, but for reasons I did not at
the time understand. All of what he
said and all of what we did, I believe,
were the right things though I did not
understand how right they were.
I substantially increased my
giving, but I was not aware then
of why I did it. As I said, the
words and the method were right,
and I had heard them before, but
before they did not increase my giving. Hearing “the ask” for New
Hope, however, did increase my
giving. The right things hit me
at the right time. And responding to New Hope did more than
that. It limbered up my spiritual
joints and sinews so that I could
do more “faith work” as well as
“church work.” The distinction
is telling, and it is an important
matter in the Epistle of James that
I now read with a better understanding of my relationship with
God that has been strengthened
by
increased
giving—reason
number one above.
Again, what plan do we have to
become tithers?
I rely on you to correct me if I am
wrong. Parishioners will not tithe
unless the vestry tithes, and the
vestry will not tithe unless the rector tithes. Parochial life being what
it is, almost no idea, no vision, no

opportunity gets off the ground unless the clergy genuinely support it.
Parishioners, vestries, and clergy
can (and do) pledge themselves to
move toward a tithe or to increase
their giving, accepting the tithe as
the minimum standard of giving.
These move in the right direction
and are generous and sacrificial efforts, but for tithing to begin, someone has to tithe. Someone actually
has to do it for it to begin.
How can tithing be begun most
effectively, with the greatest possible effect on a parish’s vestry and
parishioners? This was the question
before me as I hurtled down the turnpike a few weeks ago, and something
like a vision began to develop while
I watched the speedometer and for
deer straying onto the highway.
The rector sits at the head of
the table before the regular vestry
meeting on the first Monday of the
month. Everyone is quiet as she
reaches into her pocket to remove a
pledge (or estimate of giving) card.
She studies the card a moment, fills
it in, signs it, and looks up, calm and
determined. Everyone is looking at
her. “This should go to the chair of
the stewardship committee,” but the
rector passes it to the person on her
right who looks at it carefully before
passing it down the line. And so it
goes around the table until it reaches
the person on the rector’s left, the

chair of the stewardship committee. The card is a tithe; everyone has
understood this, because everyone
at the table knows what the rector’s
salary is.
“Mortal, what do you see?” “I
see the power of God coming like a
cloud covering the whole earth and
the hearts of people melting at the
presence of the Lord,” very well it
may be said by less than a prophet.
But something else is going on as
well. The rector is freeing herself
from one of the most powerful and
stymieing triangles of parish life, as
soul-grinding and soul-cremating
as can be featured: the triangle in
which she has asked (and had guest
preachers ask on her behalf) parishioners to do what she was unwilling
to do herself. And that sorry way to
live is now behind her forever.

Understanding Islam
BY CANON MARICLAIR PARTEE

The following is a brief bibliography of resources for a book
study on Islam in your parish:
Armstrong, Karen- Islam: A Short
History Modern Library, 2002.
This is a comprehensive history of Islam and is accessible to
most readers.
Aslan, Reza- No god but God:
The Origins, Evolution, and Future
of Islam Random House, 2011.
Aslan is a younger voice in religious scholarship and a Shi’a
Muslim. In this book he presents
a compelling argument that there
is a Reformation taking place in
modern Islam on par with that of
our own 500 years ago. Best appreciated by those with some basic knowledge of Islam.
Cragg, A. Kenneth- The Call of the
Minaret (3rd ed.) Oneworld: 2000.
A former assisting Anglican
Bishop of Jerusalem, Cragg has

written on Muslim-Christian relations for over six decades. Any
book on his lengthy list of publications is worth reading, but this
provides a good foothold into Islamic-Christian relations.
Patel, Eboo- Acts of Faith: The
Story of an American Muslim, in the
Struggle for the Soul of a Generation
Beacon Press, 2010.
Patel is the director of the Interfaith Youth Core, a Chicago-based
non-profit that aims to promote
interfaith cooperation, and this
memoir is both educational and
inspiring.
As for the Holy Quran, the
scriptures of Islam, many translations and commentaries are
available both free online and for
purchase.
Two online sites are www.
quran.com, which offers translations and audio clips, and a
translation with commentary at
www.muslim.org
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Youth news
BY ELLYN SIFTAR

Thank you to all the staff-youth
and adult-who contributed countless hours to make Happening #20
a fabulous weekend, full of opportunity for leadership and growth, new
friendships. I have much gratitude
for Megan Luther, youth rector, who
was (and continues to be) a wonderful example of servant-leadership.
And, thanks be to God, the weather
was amazingly cooperative (read,
no snow or rain and mild temperatures) and perfect for kite flying. It
was a rare treat to be outside at Kirby House in November! Thank you
also to all who attended, for all who
contributed to our vision of Jesus as
a friend and companion and I hope
that you have been able to witness
His presence in your everyday life.
Please save the date for our spring
youth retreat, Christophany. Youth
in grades 6-12 are invited to join us
at Pocono Plateau from Friday, April
20th to Sunday, April 23rd. This
year we will be focusing on “Good
Stewardship”, in between roasting
marshmallows in the fire and navigating the high ropes course! Registration opens March 12th.

Bishop’s School

Diocesan Training Day, Saturday, March 24th
Diocesan Training Day for Ministry is a day set aside for those
interested in deepening their faith
through their work and ministry
interests in the church. There is
something for everyone and we
hope you will consider joining us
on March 24th at St. Stephen’s
Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre.
Registration is now open online
at www.diobeth.org. Click on the
“Register for Diocesan Events”
link on the right hand side. Cost
is $18.00 and includes lunch. The
following is a list of the workshops
offered this year.
Day-long Workshops
1) Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic

Visitor led by The Rev. Edward K. Erb.
2) Incorporating New Members led by The Rev. Canon Andrew T. Gerns and Evangelism
Commission
Session I: Morning Workshops
3) Prayer Shawls and Charity
Knitting/Crocheting (also offered
in the afternoon as #12) led by The
Rev. Canon Jane Teter
4) Wardens/Vestry 101 led by
The Rt. Rev. Paul V. Marshall & the
Ven. Howard Stringfellow
5) Getting Started with Facebook
Fan Pages for Your Church led by
Ms. Kat Lehman
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6) Who Isn’t Sitting Next to You in
Church? led by The Rev. Donna Jean
Kiessling Mr. Dan Charney and guests.
7) Christian Parenting
and
Leadership led by The Rev. Canon
Anne E. Kitch
Session II: Afternoon Workshops
8) Parish Finance Workshop
(formally called Treasurers’ Workshop) led by Mr. Richard Guyer
and Mr. Bruce Reiner
9) When the Parish Faces Crisis
led by The Rev. Charles Cesaretti
10) Ecumenical and Interfaith
Opportunities led by The Rev. Canon Maria Tjeltveit and The Rev.
Canon Mariclair Partee

The focus of Bishop’s School is
to prepare vocational deacons and
the curriculum is designed to meet
the canonical requirement for this
ministry. However, anyone is welcome to attend. People in the ordination process may only miss one
session to receive credit for the
course. Classes rotate so people
may enter at the beginning of any
semester and continue through the
three year program.
A $75 fee per course is payable with registration. To register,
please email jteter@diobeth.org
or send a postal note (Diocesan
House, 333 Wyandotte Street,
Bethlehem, PA 18015) with the
following
information:
your
name, address, phone number(s)
and email address. Checks should
be payable to: The Diocese of
Bethlehem, marked for Bishop’s
School and sent to Canon Teter’s
attention. A list of classes for the
spring semester can be found
here:
http://www.diobeth.org/
Ministries/Bishop’sSchool/BishopsSchool.html
11) Adult Spiritual Formation
through EfM led by Ms. Cathy Bailey
12) Prayer Shawls and Charity
Knitting/Crocheting (also offered
as #3 in the morning session).

www.diobeth.org
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Renewal Assembly IV: Bringing vestries together
BY CANON CHARLES CESARETTI

“What is God preparing us
to be?” is at the core of the
Renewal Assembly IV, which
will bring current and future
vestry members together for a
diocesan-wide retreat entitled
“Empowered Leaders, Renewed Congregations.” Vestry
members will reflect on what
God is preparing their congregations to be by focusing on
leadership. The daylong retreat will be held at seven sites
across the diocese on Saturday, February 11, 2012, from
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
We have learned from the
renewal assemblies and
congregational meetings of
the importance of the vestry
in congregational renewal.
If the vestry is energized
and focused on mission, it
becomes a model for the
congregation.
The goals of the day are to:
• Empower the vestry to become more mission-focused;
• Develop leadership skills
as a vestry member;

• Connect leadership style
to the parish’s vitality; and
• Discover how to become a learning community of lay leaders.
Vestry members will connect with members of other
vestries across the diocese,
where they will explore
common issues, struggles,
and challenges. Then, they
will meet as their own vestry to review and reflect on
their current model and its
effectiveness for congregational renewal.
An empowered, trained laity and clergy who work together for the renewing of
God’s people is central and
foundational in From Risk to
Opportunities (R2O), the study
that has guided the diocesan
renewal process. R2O, which
was presented at the 2009
Diocesan Convention, lifts
up the vision of a shared,
prayer-filled and visionary
leadership. Neither the laity nor the clergy alone can
provide the leadership nec-

essary to create a healthy,
spirit-led congregation. Mutual ministry is the key.
In a letter to the clergy
of the diocese, as quoted
from Neal Michell’s book
Beyond Business As Usual:
Vestry Leadership Development: “The vestry is a community with a very distinct
purpose: to share with
the rector or vicar of the
congregation in overseeing
the spiritual and material
concerns of the congregation.” The Congregational Renewal Committee has
designed Renewal Assembly IV to build up present
and future vestry members
across the diocese.
Registration for Renewal
Assembly IV is now available on www.diobeth.org.
The registration is found by
clicking on “Register for Diocesan Event” on the right
column of the homepage.
Registration closes on February 3. All registrants will
be assigned to the most appropriate host site.

Renewal Assembly IV
EMPOWERED LEADERS, RENEWED
CONGREGATIONS: A RETREAT FOR PRESENT
AND FUTURE VESTRY MEMBERS
• EMPOWER your vestry to become more mission-focused.
• DEVELOP your leadership skills as vestry members.
• CONNECT your leadership style and your parish’s vitality.
• DISCOVER how to become a learning community of lay leaders.

SATURDAY,
FEBRUARY 11, 2012
9:00 AM ~3:00 PM

To make the most of this opportunity, it is important that
as many present and potential vestry members as possible
from each congregation take part in this diocesan-wide
vestry retreat.
At seven (7) locations across the Diocese.
Registration now open at www.diobeth.org

Disaster Preparedness and Recovery Committee formed
BY JANINE UNGVARSKY

A newly formed diocesan committee on disaster preparedness
and recovery recently met with an
expert who helped the Diocese of
Louisiana respond to both Hurricane Katrina and the gulf oil spill.
Deacon Elaine Clements, the
Disaster Coordinator for Episcopal Community Services for the
Diocese of Louisiana, met with the
new committee chaired by Canon
Andrew Gerns. The committee
is in the early stages of drafting
procedures to be used to help individual churches and the diocese
be prepared for disasters like the
floods that affected several areas of
the diocese in September.
Clements, who works in partnership with the Episcopal Relief & Development’s USA Disaster Preparedness and Response
program, shared her experience
with best practices learned from
the Gulf Coast disasters as well
as tornados, floods and other
natural disasters throughout the
country. She spoke to the committee about ways churches
can be prepared to protect their
buildings, documents and other resources in a disaster and

www.diobeth.org
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From left to right: Deacon Elaine Clements, Deacon Charlie Warwick, Fr. Andrew Gerns, Fr. Tim Alleman, Janine Ungvarsky and Fr. John Major.

suggested ways to make sure
churches remain in contact with
their parishioners and the diocese during and immediately following a disaster. The group also
discussed the Episcopal churches’ roles in community response
and resiliency in the days, weeks,

months and years after a major
disaster strikes.
Clements was visiting the area
to view damage caused by the
September floods and learn how
local churches responded to the
aftermath and was invited to join
the group in the meeting at Holy

Cross in Wilkes-Barre.
The committee will explore ways
diocesan churches can collaborate
with each other and with other
ecumenical and civil partners to
enhance the ways churches help
each other and their communities
in a disaster situation.
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Finding Rest
BY CANON ANNE KITCH

Rest. I suspect I am not the
only one who never seems to get
enough of it. Rest is a good thing.
After all, God created rest. We
don’t always remember how the
opening creation story in Genesis ends. On the sixth day, “the
heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude.”
But we are told it is on the seventh day that God finished the
work of creation. What did God
do on the seventh day? God rested. And then God blessed the
seventh day. “And on the seventh
day God finished the work that
he had done, and God rested on
the seventh day from all the work
that he had done. So God blessed
the seventh day and hallowed it,
because on it God rested from all
the work that he had done in creation.” (Genesis 2:2-3)
When Moses comes down
from the mountain bringing the
law to the people, honoring this
day of rest is, in fact, written in
stone. We know it as one of the
Ten Commandments, “Remember the Sabbath Day and keep
it holy.” We tend to understand
the Sabbath as a weekly day of
worship. But there is more to
it than that. In her book Wisdom Distilled from the Daily, Joan
Chittister tells us that the rabbis
teach three reasons for honoring the Sabbath. One is that it is
an equalizer. All are invited into
the Sabbath rest: rich and poor,
old and young. On the Sabbath,
there is no place for the power-

ful to oppress the poor, young,
weak or weary. The second purpose of the Sabbath is to afford
us the opportunity to reflect
on our work. When God created the heavens and the earth,
God took pause to see what had
been done and to call it good.
The Sabbath rest is for us a time
for reflection, time to take stock
of the work we have done and
to see if it is good. Thirdly, the
Sabbath offers the occasion for
contemplation on the meaning
of life.
How can we know if our work
is good, if we do not take the
time to look back on it and reflect on it? How can we know
where we are in our life in Christ
if we do not stop and rest? How
can we understand and commit
ourselves to a purposeful life
without taking stock again and
again of what life is?
As a child in the Episcopal
Church, I grew up hearing what
we knew as the “comfortable
words” during the Eucharist:
Come unto me, all ye that travail
and are heavy laden, and I will
refresh you (Matthew 11:28).
These words were comfortable
both because they offered consolation and reassurance and
also because they were familiar. Hearing them gave me the
assurance that no matter what
I might feel burdened by, there
was a promise that Jesus loved
me and would ease any trouble
when I turned to him.

The larger context of these comfortable words is even more explicit
about rest:
Come to me, all you that are
weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you,
and learn from me; for I am
gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light. (Matthew
11:28-30)
In writing about this passage,
17th century Biblical commentator Matthew Henry observes,
“the way of duty is the way of
rest.” I suspect for most of us,
the last time we associated rest
with duty was enforced naptime
as children. Yet when we contemplate the commandment to
keep the Sabbath holy, to honor
rest, we see that there is much to
be gained from exercising a discipline of reflection and contemplation. It is the duty of all of who
are wearied by the burden of sin
to seek rest in Christ.
Jesus does not refer to some
future respite from our burdens;
the rest that Jesus offers is for
now. For me, it is not merely a
question of how I can honor the
Sabbath one day a week, but how
I can find moments of retreat and
reflection in the midst of each day.
Such rest is not about recovery so
that I can get busy again. Rather
it is about being intentional in
prayer and contemplation, about
seeking Christ in the moment,

and about be willing to take stock
and assess my own work and being in the world. We are invited,
even impelled, to come to Christ
with our burdens, to learn service
from our Savior, and to find rest
for our souls.
For Quiet Confidence
O God of peace, who has taught
us that in returning and rest we
shall be saved, in quietness and in
confidence shall be our strength:
By the might of your Spirit lift us,
we pray, to your presence, where
we may be still and know that you
are God; through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen. (The Book of Common
Prayer, p. 832)
References:
Chittister, Joan. Wisdom Distilled from the
Daily: Living the Rule of St. Benedict Today.
San Francisco: HarperSanFrancisco, 1991.
Print. p. 98.
Henry, Matthew. Matthew Henry’s Commentary. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2006.
Print. Matthew 11:28-30.

Building relationships with our Muslim neighbors
BY CANON MARICLAIR PARTEE

At the Diocesan Convention in October of 2011, a resolution was presented by the Peace Commission to
encourage cooperation with, and
greater knowledge of, our Muslim
neighbors. It read in part:
“Be it Resolved: That the parishes within the Diocese of Bethlehem be encouraged to work
with the diocesan Ecumenical
and Interfaith Commission in
reaching out to their local Muslim
neighbors by organizing or being
a part of an event in the coming
year to build new relationships
that will lead to better understanding of our different faiths.”
Representatives of the Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission will
be offering a series of articles in
Diocesan Life throughout the year
to provide resources to give all of

us a place to start in this important
building of relationships with our
Muslim brothers and sisters.
To begin, some might wonder
what our goals are in entering into
dialogue with Muslims. The 76th
General Convention of the Episcopal Church adopted a Statement
on Interreligious Relations that defines our purposes with followers
of any other religion as follows:
“We affirm the foundational Gospel proclamation that “Jesus is Lord”
(I Corinthians12:3 NRSV here and
hereafter), and therefore [the] Summary of God’s Law: “love the Lord
your God with all your hearts, with
all your souls, and with all your
minds, and […] love your neighbor
as yourself” (Mark 12:29-31; BCP,
Catechism, page 851). For this reason we reach out in love and genuine openness to know and to under-
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stand those of other religions.
Therefore, we commend to all our
members: dialogue [is] for building
relationships, the sharing of information, religious education, and
celebration with people of other
religions as part of Christian life,
1. Dialogue begins when people
meet each other
2. Dialogue depends upon mutual understanding, mutual respect
and mutual trust
3. Dialogue makes it possible to
share in service to the community
4. Dialogue is a medium of authentic witness by all parties and not
an opportunity for proselytizing.
We believe that such dialogue
may be a contribution toward
helping people of different religions grow in mutual understand-

ing and making common cause in
peacemaking, social justice, and
religious liberty.” (Find the full text
of this statement at http://archive/
episcopalchurch.org/eir/).
Accordingly, we do not enter into
dialogue to convert each other, but
to better understand each other, to
develop relationships, and to work
together from a place of trust and
respect. The best way to start is by
educating ourselves about the history and traditions of Islam. It should
not surprise us, as Anglicans and
Episcopalians, to learn that there
as many approaches to Islam as
there are to Christianity, and there
are plenty of followers who believe
theirs is the only correct path.
Please see the list of resources in the article “Understanding Islam” on page three for
further study. Next month we will list some
resources for use as well.
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What’s happening...
February

Feb. 2: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity,
Bethlehem
Feb. 3: Finance Committee, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 4: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 5: Bishop Paul, St. Thomas,
Morgantown
Feb. 5: Bishop Jack, St. Gabriel’s,
Douglassville
Feb. 6: Standing Committee, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 9: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4,
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall
Feb. 10: Incorporated Trustees, Nativity, Bethlehem 10:00 A.M.
Feb. 11: Renewal Assembly IV, various locations in the diocese, 9:00
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Registration is now
open online at www.diobeth.org
Feb. 14: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy
Cross, Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 14: Archdeacon’s Visit, St.
James’, Schuylkill Haven 6:00 P.M.
Feb. 17: Liturgy and Music Meeting,
Diocesan House, Bethlehem 12:30
P.M. (Snow date is February 24).
Feb. 18: Commission on Ministry
Meeting via conference call. Details
will be emailed prior to the meeting.
Feb. 19: Bishop Paul, St. Anne’s,
Trexlertown
Feb. 19: Bishop Jack, St. James’,
Schuykill Haven
Feb. 19: Peace Commission Meeting
via conference call. Details will be
emailed prior to the meeting.
Feb. 19: The Rev. Doug Moyer instituted as Rector, Christ, Stroudsburg
4:00 P.M.
Feb. 21: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ,
Towanda 3:00 P.M.
Feb. 24: Liturgy and Music Meeting,
Diocesan House 12:30 P.M. (SNOW
DATE if needed for February 17
meeting).
Feb. 25: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 26: Bishop Paul, St. Stephen’s,
Whitehall
Feb. 26: Youth Council, Trinity, Mt.
Pocono 1:00 to 3:00 P.M.
Feb. 27: Congregational Renewal
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.
Feb. 28: Archdeacon’s Visit, Prince
of Peace, Dallas 6:00 P.M.
March
Mar. 1: Clergy Bible Study 2 and 4,
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall
Mar. 2: “An evening with C.S. Lewis”, Trinity, Easton 7:00 P.M. Trin-
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ity, Easton is hosting “An Evening with C.S. Lewis”, a one man
show starring British actor David
Payne on Friday, March 2nd at 7
pm. Tickets are $20. The presentation is sponsored by the Music and
Arts Ministry of Trinity Episcopal
Church. Please see the blog post
here: http://diobeth.typepad.com/
diobeth_newspin/2012/01/trinityeaston-to-host-an-evening-with-cs-lewis-with-david-payne-on-friday-march-2-2012.html
Mar. 3: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Mar. 4: Bishop Paul, Prince of Peace,
Dallas
Mar. 4: Bishop Jack, North Parish,
Frackville
Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26: Financial Sanity Seminar, Trinity, Easton 7:00
P.M. Cost is $14.99 for participant
workbook. More information can
be found here: http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2011/11/
financial-sanity-seminar-at-trinityeaston-how-to-build-sane-financial-values.html
Mar. 6: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy
Cross, Wilkes-Barre,
Mar. 6: Archdeacon’s Visit, Trinity,
Carbondale 6:00 P.M.
Mar. 8: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, Bethlehem
Mar. 9-11: Women’s Retreat at The Villa
of Our Lady Retreat Center in Mt. Pocono. Sponsored by Cathedral Church
of the Nativity. Led by Julia McCrayGoldsmith, Canon for Formation from
the Diocese of California. Retreat begins
with supper on Friday and ends before
lunch on Sunday, all meals included in
rate. Early bird special: sign up and pay
deposit of $100 by January 31- $185 for
double occupancy; after Jan 31, $195 for
double occupancy. Single rooms also
available. To register contact the Cathedral Office at (610) 865 0727, or email
Canon Partee at mpartee@nativitycathedral.org
Mar. 10: Commission on Ministry
Meeting via conference call. Details
will be emailed prior to the meeting.
Mar. 11: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Carbondale
Mar. 13: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring
Mar. 15: Clergy Day, Fresh Start, St.
Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 9:00 A.M.
to 3:00 P.M.
Mar. 17: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Mar. 18: Bishop Jack, Trinity, Mt. Pocono
Mar. 18: Peace Commission Meeting via conference call. Details will
be emailed to members prior to the
meeting.
Mar. 18: Artist in Residence, Aram

Pray for
Basmadjian, in concert, Trinity,
Bethlehem 3:00 P.M. with spring organ music.
Mar. 18: Cathedral Classics Concert Series, Nativity, Bethlehem
4:00 P.M. Donation of $10.00 with
reception following the concert.
Featuring Satori.
Mar. 18: Groundbreaking at St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring 4:00 P.M.
Mar. 20: Clergy Bible Study 7, St.
Mark’s, Moscow
Mar. 20: Archdeacon’s Visit, St.
James’, Drifton 6:00 P.M.
Mar. 24: Diocesan Training Day, St.
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, WilkesBarre 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Registration is now online at www.diobeth.org
Mar. 25: Bishop Paul, St. James’,
Drifton
Mar. 26: Congregational Renewal
Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.
Mar. 27: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ,
Towanda 3:00 P.M.
Mar. 29: Chrism Mass, Nativity,
Bethlehem 11:00 A.M.
Mar. 31: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
April
Apr. 1: Palm Sunday
Apr. 2: Standing Committee, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 3: Archdeacon’s Visit, St.
Luke’s, Scranton 6:00 P.M.
Apr. 5: Maundy Thursday
Apr. 5: Bishop Paul, Christ, Towanda
Apr. 6: Good Friday
Apr. 6: Bishop Paul, St. Peter’s,
Tunkhannock
Apr. 6: Bishop Jack, St. Clement’s,
and St. Peter’s, Wilkes-Barre
Apr. 7: Holy Saturday
Apr. 8: Easter
Apr. 8: Bishop Paul, Nativity, Bethlehem
Apr. 8: Bishop Jack, St. Stephen’s
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
Apr. 10: Clergy Bible Study 3, St.
Alban’s, Sinking Spring
Apr. 10: Archdeacon’s Visit, Trinity,
Easton 6:00 P.M.
Apr. 12: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity,
Bethlehem
Apr. 13: Ordination,
Bethlehem 7:00 P.M.

Nativity,

Apr. 14: Bishop’s School, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
9:30 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 14: Commission on Ministry
Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00
A.M. to 3:00 P.M.

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
February 5: Trinity, Athens: The
Rev. Trula Hollywood, Rector
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall: The Rev.
Frank St. Amour, III, Rector
February 12: Nativity, Bethlehem:
The Very Rev. Anthony Pompa,
Dean and Rector; The Rev. Canon
Mariclair Partee, Assistant Priest;
and The Ven. Richard I. Cluett,
Archdeacon in Residence
Holy Cross, Wilkes-Barre: The
Rev. Timothy Alleman, Rector and
The Rev. John Leo, Associate Priest
February 19: Trinity, Bethlehem:
The Rev. Laura M. Howell, Rector; The Rev. Elizabeth MacMillan
Miller, Deacon and Soup Kitchen Coordinator; The Rev. Canon
Clifford B. Carr, Assistant Priest;
The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane
Romeril, Assistant Priest; and The
Rev. Dr. Richard Ditterline, Assistant Priest
St. Clement & St. Peter’s, WilkesBarre
February 26: Trinity, Carbondale
and Christ, Forest City: The Rev.
Don Schiable, Rector
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral: The
Rev. Daniel Gunn, Rector and The
Rev. Brian Pavlac, Assistant Priest
Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
February 5: The Anglican Church
of Canada: The Most Rev. Frederick Hiltz Primate
February 12: The Church of the
Province of Central Africa: The Most
Rev. Albert Chama Archbishop
February 19: Iglesia Anglicana de
la Region Central de America: The
Most Rev. Armando Guerra Soria
February 26: Province de L’Eglise
Anglicane Du Congo: The Most
Rev. Kahwa Henri Isingoma
Archbishop
Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org
February 5: Emmanuel Church,
Kiri: The Ven. John Lomundu, The
Rev. Henry Kwanyi and The Rev.
Daudi Koyo
Mission and Evangelism Department: The Rev. Joseph Aba and
The Rev. John Wani Mulai
February 12: Aijo: The Rev. Timothy Modi Mark
February 19: St. Luke’s, Mundari:
The Rev. Reida Kaku Soma
Mangalotore Primary School:
Teachers, Parents and Pupils
February 26: Lorudung: The Rev.
Cosmas Lo’bur Yusto
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Congratulations to our newly ordained clergy
BY KAT LEHMAN
On Tuesday, November 1st, The
Revs. Fran Hlavacek and Charlie
Warwick were ordained as Deacons
in the Episcopal Church. On Thursday, January 5th The Rev. Eddie Lopez was ordained as a Priest in the
Episcopal Church. Both services took
place at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral
in Wilkes-Barre among many family
and friends.
The following are a few words
about each of our new clergy and
a bit about their thoughts regarding
their call and plans for the future.

School program, starting in 2007.
After an energetic and fun internship
with Grace Church in Honesdale,
she has returned as the Deacon at
Good Shepherd and St. John in Milford. She looks forward to working
with the people of Pike county as a
representative of Christ’s church.
When Deacon Fran finally decided to mention she felt called to be a
Deacon the advice she received was
to “Pray about it.”
So, everyday, throughout her five
year journey to become a Deacon,
she would say to God, “O.K., God,
it’s you and me. What shall we do
today?” It’s become a powerful part
of her call and she believes that her
ministry is to prove that anyone, and
everyone, can be called by God in
some way to spread the Good News.
She believes this journey has led her
to a much deeper understanding
of her own faith and that God was
present with her and those she met
who have become life long friends.

PHOTOS BY KAT LEHMAN

Deacon Fran Hlavacek prepares the elements.

Deacon Fran Hlavacek lives in
Shohola, Pennsylvania with her
husband of 25 years, their son
and a black lab named Abby. She
was received as a member of Good
Shepherd and St. John in Milford in
2006. She began her studies to be a
vocational deacon via the Bishop’s

Deacon Charlie Warwick serving communion.

Deacon Charlie Warwick was born
in Hazleton, attended Hazleton Senior High School and received his
bachelor’s degree from King’s College, Wilkes-Barre. He is a graduate of the Pennsylvania State Police
Academy and the Baltimore Police
Academy. His specialty is in the
area of Police K-9. He currently
lives in Swoyersville, Pennsylvania
with his wife and their daughter.
Deacon Warwick is also a licensed United States Coast Guard
Merchant Marine Captain and
worked for ten years in the Wildwood/Cape May, New Jersey area.
Currently, he works for the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (Penn Dot).

of Churches, the General Board
of Global Ministries (the mission
agency of the UMC) and pastor of
a parish in the South Bronx. His
ministry gave leadership on issues
of social justice, community organizing, leadership with prison and
restorative justice, leadership in
developing ministry with the Latinos/as community and initiating
one of thirteen Harm Reduction/
Needle Exchange programs in New
York City.

He is a 32nd degree Mason, a
Knights Templar, Shriner, Elk, Lion,
and Assistant Fire Chief.
Deacon Warwick was called to
ministry later in life and completed
his formation process by attending the Bishop’s School. As a part
of his ministry formation, he completed his Clinical Pastoral Education at St. Luke’s Hospital in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania and hopes to
be ordained as a Priest later in the
year. He is currently serving as
Deacon-in-Charge at St. Mark’s in
New Milford.
Previously a United Methodist elder, Fr. Eddie Lopez was ordained
on January 5, 2012 as a priest of
the Episcopal Church. His many
years of experience include work
as a chaplain for the New York
City Department of Corrections,
work with the National Council

Fr. Eddie Lopez blesses the people as Bishop
Jack Croneberger looks on.

Today, he is certified by the Association of Professional Chaplains
and serves as Director of Spiritual Care and Pastoral Education
at Greenwich Hospital. There he
provides pastoral care and counseling, chairs the Palliative Care
Committee and co-chairs the Ethics Committee. He also continues
his training as a Psychotherapist
in Psychoanalysis. Fr. Lopez lives
in Broxville, New York with his wife
Rosanna Rosado.

New positions and a fond farewell
ried to Michelle and has
three grown children
and a newly arrived
grandson. Michelle is
currently
attending
Moravian Seminary to
complete her M. Div.
Prior to his call to the
priesthood he worked for
Air Products and Chemicals, Inc. as a chemist
and later as Human Resources Manager. Most
recently he has served,
first as curate and then
as assistant to the rector, at Christ Church in
Reading.
Fr. Moyer acceptPHOTO BY MicHELLE MOYEr
ed the call to Christ
Fr. Doug Moyer, Rector of Christ, Stroudsburg.
Church, Stroudsburg
as rector in October
The Rev. Doug Moyer has acand began his new
cepted a call as rector of Christ ministry in November.
Church in Stroudsburg. He is mar-
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The Rev. Robert Criste-Troutman has also accepted a call to
be Priest-in-Charge at Trinity,
Mt. Pocono and began his ministry in October.
For the past ten years, Fr. Bob,
as he prefers to be called, has
been rector of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Washington, New
Jersey. During his tenure at St.
Peter’s, parish membership expanded and Church School attendance more than quadrupled.
More recently, The Rev. Peter
Pearson has accepted a call to be
Rector at Good Shepherd, Scranton
and began his ministry there on
January 8th.
Fr. Pearson was most recently
the rector at St. Philip’s Episcopal
Church in New Hope, Pennsylvania.
No stranger to the diocese, Fr.
Pearson was ordained by Bishop
Paul in 2004 and has conducted

several icon workshops for the
diocese in the past. Good Shepherd is welcoming a friend back
as well since St. Philip’s assisted the Scranton church during phase I of their “Seasons of
Love” New Hope grant transformation to help the homeless in
the Scranton area.
A prolific iconographer, Fr. Pearson will lead another icon workshop
at Cathedral Church of the Nativity,
Bethlehem in May. You can find out
all about the workshop on our blog
here: http://diobeth.typepad.com/
diobeth_newspin/2012/01/iconworkshop-in-may-with-fr-peterpearson.html
We also want to wish Mo. Hillary Raining the best of luck in her
new call as Associate Rector at
St. David’s Episcopal Church in
Ambler, Pennsylvania and in her
continuing graduate studies at
Drew University.
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