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“What is God calling our church to be?”
BY DAVID HOWELL
We all have a different idea of
what renewal means; for Episcopalians, it centers on renewing our
faith and our work.
On February 19, at six locations
around the diocese, clergy and lay
members met for renewal assemblies with the theme “The Call to
Prayer and Discernment.” These
meetings, part of the work of the
newly renamed Committee on Congregational Renewal, featured a video created by Jeffrey Kemmerer of
Grace, Allentown.
In the video Bishop Paul opens
by asking, “What is God calling our
church to be?” and explains that the
Renewal meetings are an outcome of
last October’s Diocesan convention.
He then initiates a conversation
with Father John Francis of Christ
Church in Reading about personal
prayer. Francis says, “Silence allows
God to speak to me. Some prayers
allow the mind to become silent.
It keeps the voices in our minds at
bay.		
Continued on page A3

PHOTO BY BARBARA LOEFFLER

The Rev. Judith Snyder led participants in a Lectio Divina Bible Study at St. Anne’s in Trexlertown during the recent Renewal Assembly which
was held February 19 at six separate locations in the diocese. 236 people attended the first Renewal Assembly which focused on prayer, group
discussion and Bible study.
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Talk about kin in faith
BY DAVID BENNETT
This month Bishop Paul requested we reprint the following article first published in
the March issue of District Developments
of the Moravian Church, Northern Province,
Eastern District. The Rev. David Bennett and
Bishop Paul have been meeting with Bishop
Zeiser of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, Northeastern Synod, on how the full
communion relationship between Moravians,
Lutherans and Episcopalians can be lived out
in our diocese. Of particular interest is how
clergy members might serve multiple denominations and what must be accomplished to enable them to do so.

On February 10, I had the wonderful opportunity to attend the
celebration of the full communion
relationship between the Episcopal Church and the Northern and
Southern Provinces of the Moravian Church in America.
As I entered the sanctuary of
Central Moravian Church fairly
early, there was already a large
congregation gathered as the choir
tested its voice and colorfully
adorned bishops scurried around
trying to find their meeting places.
I spotted Maggie Wellert and
Keith Harke and plopped down be-

side them in the pew. (Maggie was
one of many others who worked
very hard to help plan this beautiful service which was so sensitively done.) As we sat and contemplated the sacred moment we
were about to experience, I was
drawn into thought about the new
nature of our relationship with the
Episcopal Church. It was at that
moment when the Rev. Dr. Lynnette Delbridge, one of the Pastors
of Castleton Hill Moravian Church,
and her sister, the Rev. Catherine
Hicks, took their seat beside me.

in the context of this celebration.
There they sat, as two sisters who
since their lives began have been
kin to one another, and so now in
this moment it felt somehow inadequate to understand them as
kin in a new way. Yet, it was the
case. As the prayers were spoken
and a new covenant proclaimed,
two sisters become kin not only
in family heritage, but now also in
faith, ministry, and purpose.

It was good to reconnect with
Lynnette as always, but this meeting became a bit momentous for
me when she introduced her sister
to me with a bit of a giggle. “Interestingly,” explained Lynnette
with a big smile, “she is a newly
ordained Episcopal Priest.”

You see, I came to the celebration feeling like we were about to
inaugurate something in this fullcommunion relationship which was
entirely new, as if we had simply
discovered something that had been
previously hidden. Yet, enjoying the
laughter and kinship of two sisters
so uniquely called and ordained to
serve, I realized we had not discovered anything new, but have instead
found the courage and wisdom to
return to something which always
was….since our very birth as brothers and sisters in Christ.

As the sacred sounds of this historic service filled the sanctuary, as
bishops knelt before one another
in a spirit of prayer and blessing,
I could not help but be drawn to
the extraordinary reality of these
two sisters’ presence and calling

There was something in this that
brought me to a new understanding of this moment.
One word in the bulletin suddenly leaped out to me. We would
pray together a liturgy of “reconciliation.” Somewhere along
our ancient histories, as brothers and sisters born of the Spirit,
we forgot our kinship, but it was
always there. Today we would
remember…..today we would
reconcile…..tomorrow we would
serve together….and two sisters ordained to such service….
would know a kinship like never
before. Praise God from whom all
blessings flow.

Trinity Soup Kitchen receives grant for health ministries
BY DIANA MARSHALL
Trinity Soup Kitchen has served
the poorest of the poor in downtown Bethlehem since 1982.
Guests of the soup kitchen include
many who suffer from mental illness, developmental delays, brain
injuries, physical disabilities and
chronic illnesses. Also served are
the unemployed and the homeless
as well as many who find themselves temporarily in need.
Each weekday between 130150 guests receive a complete
meal and may ask for help for
personal care items, such as
grooming kits, soap and toothTHE ANGLICAN COMMUNION

brushes. Often shelf-stable
foods are also available for
guests to take home.
For the past three years, the
soup kitchen has employed a
social worker to help connect
guests with agencies and programs to help them with their
needs. The social worker helps
with housing, unemployment
benefits, personal care items,
food and problem solving. There
is a growing need for more and
more mental health services for
people whose lives, affected by
poverty, addiction and illness,
are sad and troubled. Although
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some clients are already enrolled
in county mental health services,
they often receive little more than
medication from this source.
The soup kitchen not only provides excellent nutrition for guests
at risk of malnutrition because
they do not or cannot cook, it also
provides a place where guests
come to be known and cared
about. Isolated from family, some
count on their noontime meal to
satisfy their needs for human connection. The soup kitchen offers
a conduit to mental health services, the HealthStar Van services
of St. Luke’s hospital, an HIV/AIDS
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counselor on site twice a month,
participation Continued on page A6
DIOCESAN LIFE

The Diocese of Bethlehem edition of Episcopal Journal, an independent newspaper of the
Episcopal Church. Copy deadline is the first
Tuesday of the preceding month. Opinions
expressed do not necessarily represent those
of the Bishop or the Diocese of Bethlehem. Send
articles and letters to the editor.
Editor: Kat Lehman, klehman@diobeth.org
Application to mail at Periodicals Postage Prices is pending at Bryn
Mawr PA and additional mailing offices. Episcopal Journal is published monthly by the Episcopal Journal, 111 Hickory Lane, Bryn
Mawr PA 19010. Postmaster send address changes to: Episcopal
Journal, PO Box 1402, Voorhees NJ 08043.
To change subscription addresses, contact: Episcopal Journal, Circulation Department, PO Box 2050, Voorhees NJ 08043-8000, episcopaljournal@aflwebprinting.com, 800-374-9510.

www.diobeth.org

April 2011

Diocesan Life

A3

Renewal by another way
BY HOWARD STRINGFELLOW
The Sunday after the Renewal Assembly presented a difficult Gospel,
as many have been recently, for
preaching, “You have heard that it
was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth.’ But I say to you,
Do not resist an evildoer” (Saint
Matthew 5:39). Preaching after the
Renewal Assembly was harder than
I had thought it would be.
Through Matthew Jesus addresses his followers located in
Jerusalem after the destruction of
the Temple by Pompey in 70 AD.
The Law, Jesus says, has been superseded. The Law’s demands of
outward actions have been surpassed by the demands of a finer
inward disposition that call for
greater intentionality, greater generosity, and greater vulnerability:
“if anyone strikes you on the right
cheek, turn the other also; and if
anyone wants to sue you and take
your coat, give your cloak as well”
(Saint Matthew 5:40).

How do we appropriate this new
way, this new covenant, and the
demands of this finer inner disposition? As a preacher, the question
is for me more than just theoretical; I had to say something about
the question after the Renewal Assembly had shown us a newer way.
Traditionally, we appropriate Jesus’
new covenant by undertaking to be
baptized, by participating in the Eucharist, by prayer, and by reading
and studying the Scriptures.
But a somewhat different way we
saw fully evident at the Renewal Assembly at several locations throughout the Diocese on February 19. As
you may know, we met together in six
places and saw a recording of Bishop
Paul, Father John Francis, and Mother
Laura Howell talking about their experiences with private and corporate
prayer. We discussed prayer in small
groups. We took an hour to study
and to pray (again in small groups)
an outstandingly rich passage, Ezekiel’s vision of the Valley of Dry Bones
(37:1-10). We shared a lunch and

continued the conversation about our
new life in Christ.
Most every report or comment
about the day has been encouragingly positive. Over and over again
participants have told us how meaningful the day was, how we understood their need to be with each
other in small groups, and how they
were renewed by the experience.
Several observations occurred to
me during the day, and I want to
share them with you.
1. As we make up our minds
about prayer, we have to agree that
whether prayer changes our lives or
whether our perception of our lives
changes, our lives change when
we pray diligently. As I said to the
group in West Pittston, prayer may
be the only way to change our lives.
2. We yearn to be Christians in
a culture or system different from
our parishes, families, and places
of work. This yearning was fulfilled at the Renewal Assembly.

“What is God calling our church to be?”		
The intention is on God’s word
and God speaking to us. God is
thought of being ‘up there’ and huge
and powerful. People don’t understand how close God can be.”
Francis says he devotes one hour
in the morning and one hour at
night to personal prayer, following
Morning and Evening Prayer. The
reader may be wondering, as some
did at our assembly, “How can he do
that?” Francis says that with prayer,
“Your body rests along with your
mind, and things go more smoothly
throughout the day.”
In one of the small discussion
groups that followed the video, Father Abraham Valiath of St. John’s,
Palmerton, said, “The real problem
is finding time. Nobody has the
answer.” But he added, “The more
time you spend with the Lord, the
more time you feel that you have.
Active prayer is the most active
tool to have joy in your heart.”
Bishop Paul then speaks with
Mother Laura Howell of Trinity
Bethlehem about corporate prayer.
Trinity has Morning and Evening
Prayer on weekdays and Centering

www.diobeth.org

Prayer on Sundays. Howell says
that these small gatherings “feed
the body, mind and spirit. People
know it is going on, even if they
can’t attend,” she says. “It gives a
sense of community and connectedness,” adding, “a true Christian
can never be alone.”
After the group discussion, participants were led in a Lectio Divina Bible Study, a tool that could be
taken back to use in their parishes
and personal lives.
The Lectio Divina Homepage
(http://lectio-divina.org)
describes this work as,
“reading
which is sacred. Ordinarily lectio
is confined to the slow perusal of
sacred Scripture, both the Old and
New Testaments; it is undertaken
not with the intention of gaining
information but of using the texts
as an aid to contact the living God.
Basic to this practice is a union
with God in faith which, in turn, is
sustained by further reading.”
At the Cathedral Church of the
Nativity, Mother Hilary Raining
said at the introduction to Lectio
Divina: “We are feeling a hunger to

be fed spiritually. Lectio Divina is a
sacred mystical discipline. It helps
you connect with the wisdom of
the past. It creates a relationship
with God. God wants to speak to
us, and God will speak to us if we
only let it happen.
“The key to this practice is to
listen. Its calmness and peace can
turn off what Thomas Merton calls
the ‘monkey mind’, the constant
chatter that separates us from the
divine presence.”
After some extended prayer time
with the “Dry Bones” text from Ezekiel
(37:1-14), small group discussion followed. Noonday prayer included the
Litany for the Mission of the Church.
After lunch, closing announcements
and future steps concluded the fourhour renewal assemblies.
Following the meetings, Bishop
Paul wrote: “Those lay and clergy
leaders who hosted, led Bible and
prayer times, and in general kept
things going, are the subjects of
my thanksgiving prayers. In particular, I am grateful to many, many
people for this day. The staff has
worked literally over-time. I am

3. In some way, each of us discovered that we had breath, sinews,
and flesh (like the quickened bones
in Ezekiel’s valley) as a result of participating in the Renewal Assembly.
That inner disposition and that
finer intentionality may not be so
hard to come by, after all.
If any of you have observations
about the day or expectations about
renewal in your parishes, I want
very much to hear from you.

continued from page A1
deeply grateful for the hundreds of
volunteer hours that have gone into
the event, to the leaders and members of the Congregational Renewal
Committee. In particular two Charleses come to mind. Father Charles
Cesaretti and Charlie Warwick have
invested themselves in this event
with body mind and spirit.
“Most of all, I am deeply grateful
for all of you who attended these regional meetings. I took some photos that I will treasure, but what will
remain in my soul was the person
who told me, with some moisture
in their eyes, that “the Word of God
was truly present today.”
The six sites for the Assembly
were Christ Church, Towanda, and
the Trinity Churches of Carbondale, West Pittston, and Pottsville,
and the Cathedral Church of the
Nativity, Bethlehem. There will be
a follow-up session, led by Fr. John
Francis and Mo. Laura Howell, on
Personal and Corporate Prayer at
Diocesan Training Day on April 2.
The video can be seen online in two parts at
www.youtube.com/user/InformationAtDIOBETH, or without a split at: vimeo.com/diobeth.
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Prayers answered in completion of college
BY CHARLIE BAREBO
November 15, 2010 marked
the opening of the Kitchen-Dining Hall, the last scheduled New
Hope building on the Canon Beniah Poggo College campus. With
the completion of the college, the
culmination of the dreams of two
generations of Episcopalians in
Kajo Keji, Bishops Paul and Menesah, and the faithful supporters of
the New Hope Campaign in Bethlehem, were realized. Created in
the late eighties the Diocese of
Kajo Keji is the only diocese in the
Republic of South Sudan with its
own college and seminary. Primate Deng visited the college in
the spring of 2010 and remarked
that he wished for the college to
become the model for other dio-

fice in supporting New Hope and
his people. After the remarks there
was the standard feast of boiled
goat, goat stew, Sudanese fried
chicken, cassava paste bread, boiled
greens, and other local dishes.
I hope that you can share in the
sense of pride, accomplishment,
thanksgiving and wonder at the
grace of God that made the fulfillment of this impossible dream a
reality. At times during this campaign some skeptics were so focused on the possibility of the outbreak of violence and war that they
almost cast a pall over the workings of the Holy Spirit. I believe it is
God’s time for the people of South
Sudan and your ongoing prayers,
support, and faith were key ingredients that led to the completion of

photo provided by stephen tomor

A crowd moves to open the dining hall and kitchen.

ceses in the Sudan and “the training ground for the next generation
of church leadership in the Sudan.” Although the construction
phase of the college is complete
our role is not. A trust account in
the D.I.T. has been created that
will provide income for the operational expenses at the college.
Faculty, students, diocesan staff,
contractors and government dignitaries were on hand for the ribbon
cutting and consecration of the
building. Bishop Anthony, Stephen
Tomor, Archdeacon Stringfellow
and myself made short speeches
at the opening. Stephen Tomor, a
faithful servant of both dioceses
and our New Hope coordinator in
Kajo Keji, was quite emotional as
he thanked the people of the Diocese of Bethlehem for their sacri-

this institution. At the college we
hope future clergy, lay leaders and
teachers will develop the tools to
help the people of world’s newest
democracy claim God’s blessings.

ness and Bible study. Plans are underway to start training primary
school teachers before 2012. The
teacher training will be a two year
certificate program. Additionally,
the diocese is planning a program
for existing teachers who have no
real training to come to the college
during primary school holidays for
remedial courses in teaching.
As with college students everywhere, tuition is a major challenge. In a country where the average income per capita is $91, the
$500 per term tuition is a challenge. As enrollment increases,
the college should begin to enjoy
efficiencies of scale lowering the
cost to train each student and in
turn lowering the cost of tuition.
One issue facing students is diet,
they complained of eating nothing but beans for the entire term.
Other significant issues are lack of
medical care and support for student’s families. When a student
leaves for college there may be no
one left at home to tend the fields.
One leader in a church in the
Diocese of Bethlehem commented
last month that their unfulfilled
pledge did not matter because we
had developed more pledges than
we had originally intended. This
is definitely not the case. Remember, due to changes in government
policy in Sudan, the size and number of classrooms in the proposed
schools increased dramatically,
doubling the cost of each primary school. In addition, due to the
recession of 2008 and the weak
recovery in terms of employment
there are those faithful pledgers
who have not be able to fulfill their
pledges. Each and every pledge is

important and will, in fact, impact
a roof being built over a student’s
head. Your pledge is a covenant
with Christ to care for his children
who have lived lives of poverty,
disease, addiction or abuse. I ask
that you remember this the next
time you pray. You serve the Lord
by loving the poorest of the poor.
I leave you with some comments
from students at the college.
“The teaching is going well. It
has enabled me to preach better,
lead worship properly and minister to my people better.”
“As an older person it has given
me the opportunity to learn,” She
learned to read and write!
“Women now have power.
When I go back to my parish I
will campaign for other women
to come and learn.”
A lay person said, “This teaching has awakened me to ministry,
it has been very good.”
“God bless you Bethlehem people.
New Hope has brought transformation to the people of Kajo Keji.”

The college has been operating
throughout the entire construction process. Six students completed their studies in December
and earned certificates in theology. By the end of 2011, a total of
15 will be ready for ordination; ten
of whom are deacons and five of
whom are priests. A new class of
future clergy starts this spring and
will graduate in the fall of 2013.
A ten-week course for lay leaders
is also in progress. The curriculum
includes organizing worship, evangelism, lay reader training, caring
for the church inside and out, the
mission of the church, HIV aware-
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Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow hands the dining hall keys to Bishop Anthony.
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Hand crafted bowl auction to benefit REACH
BY DEBRA KELLERMAN
Four years ago, while talking to a
potter from Dallas, I discovered part
of his business was selling simple
bowls with the proceeds benefiting the Back Mountain food pantry.
I thought why couldn’t I do something like that for Wilkes-Barre.
Approaching the Parish Life Committee at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre, I asked for help and received it in abundance. That year and
for the next two years we purchased
commercially made bowls ready to
be painted. Sunday school time was
used one day for the children to paint
their bowls, freely expressing themselves. After the 10:30 A.M. service,
the adults had their turn.
Many painters were talented,
some creative, and others just had
fun. The first year only a few volunteered to paint, the next I selected
some key members to paint special bowls, and the third year – the
adults out numbered the kids.
After receiving a final clear glaze,
the bowls were fired at a local kiln
and ready for auction two weeks
later. Although St. Stephen’s previously had a long history of silent
auctions, this auction was live with
participants outbidding each other.
With instructions that only
those with a bid number could bid,
everyone got into the spirit of the
event and the competition grew
fierce – at one point bidding was
going up by dimes, nickels and

pennies as two bidders checked
their pockets for change.
All auction proceeds go to
REACH, Inc., a ministry of last resort providing hope to individuals
and families in need. REACH believes that no one can make progress if basic needs of food, clothing
and shelter are not met. The organization attempts to meet these
needs with a food pantry, accessible once a month; the clothes
closet--gently used clothing for
men, women, and children, accessible twice per month; and referrals to shelters, rooming houses,
transitional housing programs,
and housing authorities.
Located at St. Stephen’s ProCathedral, REACH gives guidance
through the social service system
providing: intervention, appointments with other agencies, support, and continuing care through
the Family Advocacy/ Intensive
Case Management program.
This year I decided to buy the raw
clay and throw the bowls myself after discussing it with Jean Adams of
the Wilkes University Ceramics Studio who offered to help me throw
the 40 bowls needed. Christine Pocono, a fellow potter, volunteered
to help as well with the result being 52 bowls thrown and ready for
a bisque firing. Susan Barry, a new
member of St. Stephen’s, offered to
donate all that she had to the project along with assisting the children
in painting their bowls.

Along with hand painted bowls
there will be donations of stoneware bowls from other students
of the Wilkes Pottery continuing
education class. Kathy Redmond
added sculpted pieces to two of
the earthenware bowls. Lyn Carey potter and owner of Earthand
Wares shop in Dallas has donated a few of her stoneware jewelry
pieces. Jean Adams is donating
one of her functional pottery pieces. Mary Lou Steinburg, another
local artist, is planning on bringing a fused glass piece for auction,
and Wayne Harley, a St. Stephen’s
parishioner, will hand turn a few
wooden bowls to add diversity to
the auction.
Each year we have raised close to
one thousand dollars. This year the

auction will be Sunday, April 10, at
12:30 p.m. in St. Stephen’s Parish
Hall. Everyone is invited to attend.
The reason the auction is held
this time of year is two fold. First,
there are many donations of food
at Thanksgiving and Christmas,
but very few for the Easter season; the day of rejoicing for all
Christians and one of renewal
and hope. Second, during Holy
Week, St. Stephen’s has an agape
meal consisting of soup, bread,
fruit and cheese on Maundy
Thursday, and all are encouraged to bring their bowls to use
at that meal.
To bid on any of the beautiful
items available you must register
by 12:00 p.m. Cost is $2.00 or a
dry/canned good.

photo by debra kellerman

Members of St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, painting bowls for the auction.

St. Brigid’s welcomes the Rev. William L. Martin
BY TRULA MOSHER
On Sunday, March 6, Saint Brigid’s, Nazareth, welcomed the Rev.
William (Bill) L. Martin as its new
Priest-in-Charge. He celebrated
Holy Eucharist at 10:00 A.M.
A dinner reception was held Saturday evening, March 5, in honor of Fr.
Bill and his wife Gail. A large number
of congregational members attended
the event to greet the Martins.
The Rev. Bill Martin’s last position was rector of St. Stephen’s
Church in Westborough, Massachusetts, and Gail was a nurse
practitioner at the Family Health
Center in Worcester where she
was Manager of Perinatal Services.

www.diobeth.org

Martin was ordained in the Diocese
of Rhode Island in 1973 after graduating from the University of Rhode Island and Yale Divinity School. In his
thirty-eight years of ministry, he has
served parishes in Rhode Island, Vermont, Massachusetts, Virginia, New
Jersey, and Pennsylvania.
In 2010, St. Brigid’s celebrated its fifteenth year as a parish
serving the Nazareth area. Holy
Eucharist is held every Sunday
at 10:00 A.M. Sunday school and
nursery begin at 9:45 A.M. All
are welcome to attend. Additional information about St. Brigid’s
can be found at www.stbrigidspa.org or by calling the church at
610-746-3910.

photo provided by Trula Mosher

Fr. Bill Martin and his wife Gail were recently welcomed to St. Brigid’s, Nazareth.
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Digital spring cleaning
BY ANNE KITCH
I sit down to work and soon realize that cleaning out my email inbox
might take more time than I thought.
As I move certain items that I wish to
save to other mail folders, I become
aware that some folders have long
been ignored. Like yellowing file folders in a mostly forgotten file cabinet,
my email folders contain items that
are no longer timely or relevant. When
was the last time I cleaned them out?
I try to keep pertinent documents close at hand and sorting
my email into folders helps me get
things done. This kind of filing
takes such little effort that I am not
always vigilant about what items
I keep. Sometimes I file away an
email because I simply don’t know
what else to do with it.
Bits of electronic information remain saved long after the task they

Trinity grant
in the Northampton County Dental Initiative and free flu shot clinics. Many who volunteer at the
soup kitchen, staff, and guests all
take advantage of these healthenhancing programs.
Trinity’s soup kitchen received a
grant of $800.00 from the Health
Ministries Committee to assist in providing funding for the social worker
who helps to make the connections
with vital agencies and programs.
As your parish works toward implementing the resolution passed
at our 2010 convention urging “the

refer to is completed. My replies to
conversations that ran their course
months ago share digital space
with notes about upcoming events
that are now long past. Some folders contain “good ideas” that have
outlived their virtual shelf life—by
a couple of years. Email, I decide,
is like clothing taking up space in
the back of my closet; if not worn,
or even noticed, for more than
two years, it needs to go. While
it might be prudent to keep items
like one’s tax documents for five or
more years, I don’t think that standard holds for unanswered email.
As I take some time to methodically clear my folders, I wonder
at the message their content,
or perhaps their very existence,
conveys. What is the significance
of holding on to items that were
important but no longer are?

Perhaps old email messages are
all bits of anxiety. Retained on
my laptop are concerns that I
could neither adequately address
nor let go of so I filed them away
under “Resources” or “Later.” Or
perhaps these old missives signify a life over busy with unimportant details. Or maybe the
clutter points to our unreasonable expectations of one another.
After all, it can take almost no
time at all to lay an obligation on
another person through a hastily
composed and sent email.
I wonder what such clutter does
to my spiritual life. What room is
this “stuff” taking up in my soul
that could be much better used as
space for God’s love? How much
of my time and energy might be
better spent with my family, recreational pursuits, and my prayer

life? We are now half way through
Lent, and it occurs to me that a
little electronic “spring cleaning”
of my email would be a good spiritual practice. There is still time to
make space for the new life of Easter. There is still time to prepare
for the empty tomb.

continued from page A2
congregations of The Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem, which have not
already done so, to explore and implement health ministry as an organizing concept or vital component
of outreach and pastoral care of the
congregations by 2012” be assured
that the Health Ministry Committee
stands ready to assist you.
For information contact Diana
Marshall, diocesan liaison to National Episcopal Health Ministry,
and chair of the Diocesan Health
Ministries Committee, at d.marsh@
rcn.com or 610-807-9281.

ECW annual meeting May 18
The
diocesan
Episcopal
Church Women’s annual meeting will be held May 18th at
Kirby House in Mountaintop.
The Rev. Canon Anne Kitch
will be the presenting a program entitled “Minding our
Spiritual Life: Tuning our Brains
Toward God.”
Cost is $12.50 and includes
lunch. Make checks payable to - Catherine Jeffery,
1839 Ulster Road, Allentown,
PA 18109 Phone 610-868-6682.
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For children in grades 1 through 5
Saturday, July 9, 2011
9:30 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.

The Church of the Good Shepherd
1780 North Washington Avenue
Scranton, PA 18509
Register online after May 2 at Diocesan Events www.diobeth.org
For more information, contact Anne Kitch, Canon for Formation in the
Christian Faith via email akitch@diobeth.org or 610-691-5655, ext 237
Sponsored by the Commission for Lifelong Christian Formation

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2011
THE EVE OF PENTECOST

RENEWAL ASSEMBLY II
Focusing on God’s Blessings
PRAYER, BIBLE STUDY, SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION
9:00 AM ~1:00 PM
Details and registration information to follow.

www.diobeth.org
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What’s happening...
APRIL
Apr. 2: Training Day, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. Registration will open online January
28th at www.diobeth.org
Apr. 3: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Athens
Apr. 3: Concert Series, Trinity,
Pottsville 4:00 P.M. Organists
Dale Bonenberger and John
Buckel will be performing.
Apr. 4: Standing Committee Meeting, Diocesan House,
Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 5: Diocesan Life deadline for May edition
Apr. 5: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 5: Archdeacon Visit, Trinity, West Pittston 6:00 P.M.
Apr. 6: Organ Recital by Stephen
Williams, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.
Apr. 7: Clergy Bible Study 1,
Nativity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 8-10: Christophany, Pocono
Plateau Retreat Center, Cresco,
PA. Registration will open online
February 4th at www.diobeth.
org Questions? Contact Kim
Rowles, 610-751-3931
Apr. 9: Commission on Ministry Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M.
Apr. 9: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s, Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Apr. 10: Bishop Paul, Trinity,
West Pittston
Apr. 10: Gone with the Wizard,
Cathedral Classics, Cathedral
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. Suggested donation $10.00. Cathedral players
fuse Scarlett O’Hara and Dorothy for an interesting journey.
Apr. 11: Evangelism Committee
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.
Apr. 12: Clergy Bible Study 7,
St. Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 14: Chrism Mass, Cathedral Church of the Nativity,
Bethlehem, 11:00 A.M.
Apr. 14: Deacons’ Meeting, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:15 P.M.
Apr. 15: Concert by the Choral
Arts of Luzerne County, Mozart’s Requiem, St. Stephen’s
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
7:30 P.M.
Apr. 16: Bishop’s School, St.
Peter’s, Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Apr. 16: Unitas Chorale Concert,
College Hill Moravian Church
7:15 P.M. Brass prelude, 7:30 P.M.
Concert. Jill Bruckart, Director.

www.diobeth.org

Apr. 17: Palm Sunday
Apr. 17: Bishop Paul, Grace,
Allentown
Apr. 19: Clergy Bible Study 8,
Christ Towanda 3:00 P.M.
Apr. 20: Organ Recital by Richard Spotts, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.
Apr. 21: Maundy Thursday
Apr. 21: Bishop Paul, Nativity,
Bethlehem
Apr. 22: Good Friday
Apr. 22: Bishop Paul, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre
Apr. 23: Bishop Jack, Christ,
Reading
Apr. 23: Bishop Paul, Trinity,
Easton
Apr. 24: Easter
Apr. 24: Bishop Paul, Nativity,
Bethlehem
Apr. 25: Congregational Renewal Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.
Apr. 27: Zeisberger Memorial
Lectures: “The Push and Pull of
the Possible: Evolutionary Christianity for 21st Century Congregations”. Prosser Auditorium,
Moravian College 9:00 A.M.

MAY
May 1: Concert by Wilkes University Choirs, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 3:00 P.M.
May 3: Diocesan Life deadline for June edition
May 3: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.
May 3: Archdeacon Visit, Epiphany, Clarks Summit 6:00 P.M.
May 5-8: Icon Workshop, Nativity, Bethlehem. Led by Fr. Peter
Pearson. Cost is $175. Deposits
are due by April 5th. For more
information, please contact the
Rev. Mariclair Partee at 610-8650727 or email her at mpartee@
nativitycathedral.org.
May 5: Clergy Bible Study 1,
Nativity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Pray for
Nativity, Bethlehem 10:00 A.M.
May 14: Evangelism and Stewardship Workshop, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 9:00
A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Registration
will open online March 11th at
www.diobeth.org
May 15: Bishop Jack, Mediator,
Allentown
May 15: Bishop Paul, Trinity
Easton
May 15: St. Matthew’s Society,
Lehigh Valley Country Club,
3:00 P.M.
May 17: Clergy Bible Study 8,
Christ Towanda 3:00 P.M.
May 17: Archdeacon Visit, St.
Anne’s, Trexlertown 6:00 P.M.
May 18: ECW Diocesan Luncheon, Kirby House, 9:30 A.M.
to 2:30 P.M. Featured speaker
will be Canon Anne Kitch.
May 19: Clergy Bible Study 2 & 4,
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall 2:00 P.M.
May 20: Incorporated Trustees,
Nativity, 10:00 A.M.
May 21: Bishop’s School, St.
Peter’s, Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
May 21: St. Anne’s Talent
Show, Upper Milford Township
Building 7:00 P.M. Cost information to follow.
May 22: Bishop Jack, St.
Anne’s, Trexlertown
May 22: Bishop Paul, Epiphany, Clarks Summit
May 22: Celebrity Organ Recital, Cathedral Classics, Cathedral Church of the Nativity,
Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. Suggested
donation $10.00. Vincent Dubois, Organist.
May 23: Congregational Renewal Meeting, Grace, Kingston 7:00 P.M.
May 24: Clergy Bible Study 3, St.
Alban’s, Sinking Spring 2:00 P.M.
May 31: Archdeacon Visit,
Christ, Reading 6:00 P.M.

JUNE

May 6: Finance Committee, Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.

Jun. 2: Bishop Paul, Christ, Towanda

May 7: Commission on Ministry Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M.

Jun. 5: Bishop Jack, St. James’, Drifton

May 9: Evangelism Committee
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.
May 10: Clergy Bible Study 7,
St. Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.
May 13: Incorporated Trustees,

Jun. 5: Bishop Paul, Christ, Reading
Jun. 6: Standing Committee Meeting,
Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Jun. 7: Diocesan Life deadline
for July/August edition
Jun. 7: Archdeacon Visit, St. Peter’s, Hazleton 6:00 P.M.

Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
April 3: St. James’, Dundaff:
The Rev. Lou Divis, Deacon
St. Matthew’s Society
April 10: Trinity, Easton: The
Rev. Canon Andrew T. Gerns,
Rector
Clergy Widows
April 17: St. Margaret’s, Emmaus: The Rev. Wayne Sherrer, Priest-in-Charge and The
Rev. Elizabeth Diely, Assistant
Priest
Bishop’s School
April 24: St. John’s, Hamlin:
The Rev. Ronald Miller, Priestin-Charge
Postulants and Candidates for
Ordination

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org
April 3: Multan, Pakistan
April 10: Nagpur, North India:
The Rt. Rev. Paul Dupare
April 17: Jerusalem: The Rt.
Rev. Suheil Dawani
April 24: Anglican Communion Sunday

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org
April 3: Wojira: The Rev. Mikaya Loguli and Deacon Jackson Kenyi
HIV/AIDS Department: The
Rev. Taban Israel and the Rev.
Wilson Lomugun
April 10: Mangalotore: The
Rev. Cicilia Kiden Losu
Participatory Awakening Process: Ezbon Wudu Mogga
April 17: Ku’dupi: The Rev.
Peter Mala and Deacon Mary
Kanan
Development Office: Alix Achiga
April 24: Mereguga: The Rev.
Alfred Dumokosuk and Eli
Mawa
Bishop’s Leadership School:
The Rev. Canon John Lomundu
and committee
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Christians are innately allies
BY KIM ROWLES
We call an ally someone from outside a particular group who acts to
interrupt and prevent violence affecting that group. It is especially
supportive for an ally to foster the
leadership of that group. As an adult
you can be an ally to young people
in just the same way that men can
be an ally to women who are facing
violence from men, or while people
can be allies to people of color who
are facing racial violence. What
does being an ally require? An ally
listens. An ally is present. An ally
opens doors. An ally takes chances. An ally gets support.1
This is part of the curriculum that
youth attending Christophany will
learn about this year. How they can
be an ally to one another and to the
adults in their lives, is an important
lesson to learn. However, when I
started looking over the material for
our spring retreat weekend in Mt.
Pocono on April 8 – 10 I began to
reflect on the above list and re-work
it in my head.
The re-write in my mind looks
like this: What does being a Christian require? A Christian listens. A
Christian is present. A Christian
opens doors. A Christian takes
chances. A Christian gets support.
A Christian listens to God.
Through prayer and practice
Christians learn to hear the needs
of those with out a voice; the hungry, the homeless, those who suffer silently and aloud.
Christians learn to pray in different contexts in community
worship, individual mediations
and in studying the Bible. We are
taught in Matthew 6:1-6 to pray
in secret. An alternative interpretation of praying in secret is
praying in silence, through centering prayer, guided meditation,
or contemplative prayer.
To learn more about centering
prayer watch the interview with The
Rev. John R. Francis in the first portion of the video produced for the
Renewal Assembly found on the Internet at vimeo.com/diobeth.
A Christian is present, through
focusing on the current situation,
not being anxious about the past, or
overly worried about the future.
A Christian opens doors, through
understanding that challenges are
growth experiences a Christian sees
opportunities to demonstrate love,
justice and mercy towards ourselves
and others. As the prophet Micah
proclaims we are required to do jus-

tice, love mercy and walk humbly
with our God. (6:8).
A Christian takes chances like the
apostles who were called from their
work as fishermen, or Paul who was
converted on the road to Damascus.
Sometimes we have to take a chance
to follow what we have heard in our
prayer, or seen when we lived in the
moment, or experienced when we
opened the door.
Paul tells us what it is like to take
a chance based on our faith in his
letter to the Romans 5: 1-5:
Therefore, since we are justified
by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have obtained
access to this grace in which we
stand; and we boast in our hope
of sharing the glory of God. And
not only that, but we also boast in
our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character,
and character produces hope, and
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.

Through our faith, grace, hope
and understanding of the glory
of God we can endure whatever
challenges come our way. We are
able to stand side by side and walk
through doors that may be closed
to an individual.
We are capable as Christians to
see opportunities where others see
walls if we only have a clear sense
of hope through the gift of grace.
A Christian gets support. Where
do Christians get support? Through
a two-pronged approach, first and
foremost from the Trinity: Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.
As we proclaim in the Nicene and
Apostles’ Creeds, we believe in God,
the Father Almighty. We believe in Jesus
Christ. We believe in the Holy Spirit. If
we do not have this belief then we might
as well call ourselves humanists.
But we do not only get support
from the Almighty, all knowing, all
present being, but also from our
church community which provides
us with a support system that allows us to be healthy Christians.
As Jesus tells us in Matthew 18:20
that “where two or three are gathered in
my name, I am there among them.” We
are in fact the Body of Christ. Mother
Laura Howell of Trinity Church, said
in the same video mentioned above:
“There was a saying from the early
church that a Christian alone is not
really a Christian, … a twist on that
is that a true Christian can never really be alone.” Through our common
life of prayer, worship and fellowship
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Christians get support.
It is interesting as I prepare for the
Christophany weekend this list has
come together. It is not surprising
that Christians are innately allies.
Now if only we recognize how
to live up to this definition of ourselves. I ask your support as we
teach the youth this model, but I
invite you to pursue this model of
alliance and Christianity for yourself. Go forth in peace.
1. “Being an Ally to Young People” from Paul
Kivell’s Making the Peace pg 13.
2. NRSV Translation

Episcopal Youth Event delegation
BY KIM ROWLES
Congratulations to the following youth who will represent the
Diocese of Bethlehem at the 2011
Episcopal Youth Event in St. Paul,
Minnesota.
Annika
McGuirk
from Epiphany, Clarks
Summit. Annika is an energetic youth
leader who has participated in
Happening and attended the New
Orleans Mission Trip with us in
2009.
E r i c
Bonenberger
from St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville has
been very active on youth
council and
has been to
every Christophany for the past 4
years. He loves being involved in
youth ministry.
Kyndra
Miller from
St.
Gabriel’s,
Douglassville.
Kyndra is a
positive influence on
her fellow
youth and is very active in her
home parish as well as attending Christophany, the Bishop’s
Day with Youth and working on
the 2009 Mission Trip.
Shane Pusey from St. Gabriel’s,
Douglassville. Shane is very in-

volved
at
St. Gabriel’s
especially
in relationship to their
ecumenical
work
with
neighboring
churches including the 30 Hour Famine and
the annual shackathon where
teens sleep in boxes and raise
money and awareness for homelessness. He has been to Nightwatch with the Diocese as well.
Tim Duncan
from
St.
John’s,
Hamlin. Tim
is a member
of the youth
council and
has been on
the
planning committee for Happening and
Christophany for the past two years.
The Episcopal Youth Event in a
triennial event for all of the youth
from all over the country to come
together to discuss what it means
to be an Episcopalian, worship together, have fun and have a once in
a lifetime experience.
As of the time of publication
the following adults chaperones
are also going to be on the Bus to
Minnesota, Kim Rowles and Bobbie Hraba. We need two male
chaperones for the week of June
20-28. If you are available, have
completed your Safeguarding
God’s Children Training and are
dying to see the Mall of America,
please call Kim Rowles at 610751-3931 as soon as possible.
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