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Editorial 
By Stephen Tomor Kenyi 

 

 
 
One of the great facts we always keep in mind is 
that the Jesus we worship was truly born and 
that that baby Jesus in the manger was truly 
crucified and surely rose from the dead.   

In the western hemisphere, we split time by the 

birth of Jesus Christ.  The book of Luke features 

the Christmas story, in which Joseph and Mary, 

as part of a census, travel to Bethlehem, where 

Jesus is born and laid in a manger. Angels 

proclaim him a savior for all people, and 

shepherds come to adore him. In Matthew, wise 

men follow a star to Bethlehem to bring gifts to 

Jesus, born the King of the Jews. King Herod 

killed all new born boys in Bethlehem to kill 

Jesus, but the holy family flees to Egypt and later 

settles in Nazareth. The Nativity of Jesus in 

Christian theology concerns the Incarnation of 

Jesus in human form, free of sin and acting in 

obedience to and in fulfillment of the divine will 

of God, thereby undoing the damage caused by 

the fall of the first man, Adam, and opening up 

the opportunity for salvation.  

The main religious celebration among members 

of the Christian Churches is the Church service 

on Christmas Eve or on the morning of 

Christmas Day. During the forty days leading up 

to Christmas, many Christians would fast while 

the majority of Christian congregations begin 

observing the liturgical season, four Sundays 

before Christmas—both are seen as times of 

spiritual cleansing, recollection and renewal to 

prepare for the celebration of the birth of Jesus.  

The preparation may include Christmas carols 

etc..  

On 9th July 2011, a new Nation will be born, 
South Sudan. Many people, Southern Sudanese 
and others, are preparing for that day.  A lot has 
been done and a lot still needs to be done in 
preparation for the birth of the new Nation. 
What kind of preparation are we undertaking as 
individuals, communities and leaders of this new 
nation?  Are we aware that our preparation 
should be undoing the damage caused in the past 
and opening up the way for a better life, justice, 
development etc.?  Are our leaders aware of the 
huge task ahead of them and therefore to deny 
self and service to all?  These and many other 
questions are what we should be asking 
ourselves. 
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By Rt. Rev. Anthony Poggo,  
Bishop, Diocese of Kajo-Keji. 
 

I am writing this piece after having just 
returned from the Diocese of Maridi where 
I and other Bishops, led by our Primate and 
ECS Archbishop, joined Bishop Justin Badi 
of Maridi in the celebration of 10 years of 
his Episcopacy and the Silver Jubilee of his 
and Mama Joyce's wedding. It was a joyous 
celebration of thanksgiving for the ministry 
of Bishop Justin and Mama Joyce in the 
Diocese of Maridi. 
 
The Dioceses of Maridi and Kajo-Keji have 
had a companion relationship that was 
started by our predecessors, Bishop 
Manasseh Binyi Dawidi and late Archbishop 
Joseph Marona. When I became Bishop in 
2007, Bishop Justin and I agreed that we 
would continue with this companionship. 
After the celebrations, when most of the 
visitors had left, the team from Kajo-Keji 
stayed behind for a few extra days to meet 
staff and get to know each other better and 
learn more about each other's diocese. We 
had a fruitful time including a visit to the 
Maridi dam.  
 

One of the most significant events in Kajo-
Keji recently was the consecration of 
Emmanuel Cathedral of Kajo-Keji diocese 
on Palm Sunday. The new Cathedral was 
dedicated by the ECS Archbishop, the Most 
Rev Dr Daniel Deng Bul. We are thankful 
to God for all those who contributed 
towards the success of the Cathedral's 
construction. Although we still have a 
shortfall of US$ 17,323 to meet, we have 
made considerable progress in our fund 
raising. Many partners, individuals, churches 
and the government enabled this to happen. 
Samaritan's Purse played an important role 
by giving us the main structure of the 
Cathedral. In case you missed my speech 
and the report on the Archbishop‟s visit to 
Kajo-Keji, please let us know so that we can 
send it to you. 
 
Thank you very much for your prayers and 
partnership in the ministry. 
 

 
Emmanuel Cathedral, Kajo-Keji 
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New Hope staying focussed.
By Stephen Tomor Kenyi, New Hope Coordinator, DOB. 
  
New Hope is staying focussed to see to it 
that the fifth school, Dwani School is 
completed so that pupils will end the year in 
their new school buildings. It is hoped that 
the buildings will be ready by 31st August 
2011. 
 

 
Dwani Primary School as at 15th May 2011 

 
To meet the needs of the five primary 
schools and the surrounding schools, New 
Hope is also building a secondary school in 
Romogi. 
 

 Romogi High School: A classroom 
block under construction. 
 
A word of thanks to New Hope, Diocese of 
Bethlehem, has continued to be said 
whenever I visit the site, for the work New 
Hope continues to do around the Diocese. 
 

Whenever there is an occasion that brings 

people together, I am often invited as the 

representative of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

During these occasions, speakers will not 

miss to mention the Diocese of Bethlehem 

for the good work the Diocese of 

Bethlehem is doing here. 

  

THE DEDICATION OF EMMANUEL CATHEDRAL.             
By Longun Edward, A/Communication’s officer 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Archbishop Daniel Deng Bul. 

 
The Most Rev. Daniel Deng Bul, the Arch 
Bishop of the Episcopal church of the 
Sudan dedicated the newly built Cathedral in 
the Diocese of Kajo-keji at Romogi near 
Canon Benaiah Poggo College. Hundreds of 
Christians, government officials, and many 
other denominations attended the opening. 
“This is the first Cathedral to be opened just 
before the declaration of independence of 
South Sudan” said the Archbishop. “The 
consecration of this house of God today has 
clearly indicated that we, the people of 
South Sudan are able people and we are 
independent before Jesus Christ”. He 
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Added that this Cathedral will be the place 
where the blind get back there sight, the sick 
will be healed, people can turn their faith to 
God, people can forgive each other, and 
give their offerings to God. 
 
The Archbishop thanked the Christians of 
the Diocese of Kajo-Keji, diocesan partners 
from UK, the United States of America, 

government of central Equatoria state, 
Samaritan‟s purse and the diocesan staffs for 
their support toward the construction of the 
Cathedral.  
 
“Now I declare the Cathedral opened in the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit.  God bless you all”. 
 

Open letter from the Bishop to the Kuku Community in Australia. 

26th May 2011. 
 
Dear my dear brothers and sisters of the 
Kuku Community in Australia. 
 
I was glad to hear from our Finance team 
that they have now received the amount of 
US $ 3,600 that you in Australia sent as 
your contribution towards the construction 
of our Cathedral in Romogi. 
 
On behalf of the entire leadership of the 
diocese, I would like to thank you very 
much for this contribution. It has enabled 
us to move closure to our target of clearing 
the shortfall. As the Kuku saying goes, “Kare 
jore ko loworo”, you have indeed played a 
significant role in being one of the 
tributaries that is enabling our river to fill 
up.  

 
Your contribution arrived at a time when we 
were about to make another payment to the 
contractor and we will indeed add this as 
part of the payment.  
 
This week, I was informed that our shortfall 
is now over US $ 17,323.  Continue to pray 
with us as we raise funds to clear this short 
fall. 
 
Thank you very much for your support. 
 
Signed. 
 
Rt Rev. Anthony Poggo, 
Bishop, Diocese of Kajo-Keji. 
 

 

 
 

 
Group Engineering Service (GESCO) at 

work around Emmanuel Cathedral. 

The fund raising team of Emmanuel 

Cathedral in Kajo-Keji would like to 

appreciate the services of “Group 

Engineering Service (GESCO)”.  

This company is representative in Kajo-Keji 

by Mr Charles B. Konya. They came in and 

neatly graded the compound of the 

Cathedral. We would like to wholeheartedly 

appreciate their contribution. 
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By Longun Edward, A/Communication’s officer. 

 

 
H.E. Muki Batali, Commissioner, Kajo-Keji County. 

 

Many wonder whether corruption can be 

overcome with prayers.  But H.E. Muki 

Batali, the commissioner of Kajo-keji 

County, has no doubts in his mind about 

the power of prayer. With this in mind, he 

requested the Christians during the 

dedication of Emmanuel Cathedral in  

 

Romogi to pray for all government 

departments that corruption may be 

eliminated or reduced.  “Corruption has 

badly affected many offices in South Sudan 

and this has resulted in low development 

and conflict among South Sudanese”. The 

Commissioner noted.    

 

However the commissioner congratulated 

all people who participated in the 

construction of the Cathedral.  

 

The commissioner added that the 

construction of the Cathedral is a sign of 

peace and unity among the people of Kajo-

Keji. “This Cathedral will be the place where 

people can tell the truth, forgive, and give to 

God what belongs to God”. The 

commissioner concluded. 

 
By:  Longun Edward  

Assistant Communications Officer 
 

 
TearFund workshop participants. 
A four days advocacy workshop was held in 

Yei organised by Tearfund to train at least 

two staff from each church organisation 

operating in Sudan. The purpose of the 

workshop was to enable the church leaders 

to influence key decision makers and 

opinion leaders (individuals and 

organisations) to change policies and 

practices that will work in poor people‟s 

favour.  

TearFund is a non-governmental 

organisation based in the United Kingdom; 

it started operating in south Sudan since 

early 1994 to advocate for peace in the 

Sudan. Now Tearfund has realised that 

South Sudanese still face a lot of challenges 

both social economic and political 

drawbacks which need to be addressed by 

the church -  for example land disputes, 

justice, health, education, and freedom of 

worship. The aim of the workshop was to 

enable the church leaders be a tool to 

influence the policies and practices of the 

powerful. 
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Tearfund defines advocacy as “Seeking with, 

and on behalf of, the poor to address 

underlying causes of poverty, bring justice 

and support good development through 

influencing polices and practice of the 

powerful”. 

 

 

By Alex Aciga Alimo 
Acting Planning & Development 

Coordinator - DKK  

 
HIV/AIDS is one of the top life-
threatening diseases in the world today. For 
this reason the world has focused its 
attention to combating it. HIV/AIDS, 
together with malaria and other life-
threatening diseases have ranked number six 
in „The eight millennium development goals 
challenges‟ that include extreme poverty and 
hunger; lack of primary education; gender 
inequality; child mortality; maternal health 
problems; environmental degradation; and 
problems of partnership for development - 
as the challenges to faith and action in 
development. It means they can retard 
development of nations, tribes, clans, 
families and individuals. 
 Hence, the Diocese of Kajo-Keji is keen to 
join in the fight against HIV/AIDS and the 
rest of these challenges in its development 
goals to realize faithful, sustainable 
community in Kajo-Keji County. 
One of the objectives of the diocesan 
development office is to encourage 
HIV/AIDS Workshops. While the overall 
objective of encouraging HIV/AIDS 
workshops in the diocese is to help in the 
fight to combat the disease, we have used 
such workshops as: 

- Practical action in advocacy toolkit 
against HIV/AIDS. 

- Partnering the Church with other 
groups in the fight to combat 
HIV/AIDS. 

- To engage the Church in Health and 
HIV/AIDS disaster risk reduction 
management.  

- To give emotional support to and 
empower people living with 
HIV/AIDS. 

The department of health and HIV/AIDS 
of the Diocese of Kajo-Keji organized a five 
days HIV/AIDS follow-up workshop from 
Thursday 25th to Monday 29th   Nov. 2010. It 
was sponsored by Christian Aid 
International. This workshop was attended 
by 98 participants from various groups 
including: inter-Church, and inter-religious 
groups, government officials, organized 
forces, the Loving Club of people living 
with HIV/AIDS. High dignitaries like The 
Central Equatoria State HIV/AIDS 
Commission, and the Commissioner of 
Kajo-Keji County also attended. 
The facilitators, Mr Lino Baba from CAI, 
and Ruth Ninsiima and James from the 
Canon Gideon Foundation from Uganda 
used a new approach to the community 
using the anti-SSDDIM (Stigma, Shame, 
Discrimination, Denial, In-action, miss-
action) as challenges of people living with 
HIV/AIDS and pro-SAVE (Safe practices, 
Access to medication and testing, Voluntary 
counselling and testing, Empowerment) 
approach, to the conventional ABC 
(Abstain, Be careful, use Condom) 
approach. These two approaches are to 
reduce SSDDIM and multiply SAVE. 
As the workshop was going on, there was a 
campaign for voluntary counselling testing 
(VCT) and 35 pastors were tested within the 
five days. 
This workshop coincided with another 
HIV/AIDS workshop organized by the 
Central Equatoria State at higher level to 
develop the Annual Programme for IGAD 
for the year 2011. The Bishop of the 
Diocese Rt. Rev. Anthony D. Poggo in the 
opening ceremony recognized the presence 
of the Members of Parliament. In the 
closing remarks, the Bishop encouraged the 
attendants to adhere to the health rules they 
have learnt and also go for VCT.  
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In conclusion, the Diocese of Kajo-Keji will 
continue to work both spiritually and 

physically for a healthy community in Kajo-
Keji County.  

 

 
By:  Longun Edward  

Assistant Communications Officer 

The Bishop of the diocese of Kajo-keji 

Anthony Poggo on Saturday morning 

(following the Good Friday) joined 

Christians of Lire Parish to commemorate 

the death and the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  The Bishop said that all 

believers can be better prepared if they can 

forgive, love, give their offerings in faith and 

help the needy. The Bishop further 

mentioned that many Christians believe in 

themselves, they don‟t send their children to 

school even if they have the resources to do 

so and many children are forced to early 

marriages.  

The Bishop further advised the Christians of 

Lire Parish to practice the participatory 

awakening process (PAP) and the 

community and church mobilisation process 

(CCMP) which can help transform their 

lives, church and communities from their 

poor economic status. The Bishop noted 

that if the Christians practice   CCMP 

properly they will not have problems in their 

families and of giving to the Church.  

“I say all this in the name of the father, the 
son, and the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 

 

 

By:  Longun Edward  

Assistant Communications Officer                 
 

 
Archdeacon James Lule. 

 

The man standing gently in the picture  

above is a faithful man of God called Lule 

James, the  Archdecon of Leikor  

Archdeconary. He is married and blessed 

with two children. The first time I came to 

know him as a faithful servant of God was 

when I first met him wrestlling with a  

Barchelor in Theology online course at  

Canon Benaiah Poggo College campus. He 

is doing this course through the Emmanuel 

Chrstian Training Centre (ECTC) in Goli. 

Archdeacon James is a caring, influentual, 

and loving pastor in the Diocese of Kajo-

Keji whose vision is always for the youth. 

 

Though everything is good but “life in the 

college is not easy” what he called “the set 

back of my life” when he wakes up from 

sleep to answer theology examinations as 

early as 6:00 AM. The day was so strange to 

his eyes, it was like the far heaven is falling 

soon but he couldn‟t find any cover. He 

never knew why that happened to him but 
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after discovering that it was not something 

strange he immeditely prayed to God: 

“Open my eyes, give me wisdom, and guide 

me in my examination”. He was reminded 

of James 1:5. “If any one lacks wisdom he 

should ask God who gives generiously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to 

him”  

For those of you who are students, if any  

one is wrestling with issues of examinations 

or any thing to do with accdemics ask God 

for wisdom and it will be given to you. 

 

 
By:  Longun Edward  

Assistant Communications Officer 

 

 
Rev. Wilson Lomugun, presenting a report 

during a CCMP workshop. 

 

The “Church and Community Mobilisation 

Process (CCMP), is a strategy of eradicating  

poverty and idleness in our churches, 

communities, and our homes to achieve 

both spiritual, metal, and physical 

development within our various societies. 

The process is all about constant bible study 

that will make you discover the resources 

surrounding you e.g. (land, trees, human 

beings, animals, etc.) so that they are put 

into proper use to develop our poor 

economy. This process is being 

implemented by Tearfund, a  

 

 

 

 

nongovernmental organisation operating in 

the United Kingdom but now in Kajo-keji 

and various parts of south Sudan since 2009.  

 

Lomugun Wilson is one of the empowered 

awakeners of CCMP in Leikor Church. He 

is pictured above sharing their vision as a 

church and with other churches and 

communities. The vision came as a result of  

the following achievements of Lomugun 

Wilson as an individual and that of the 

church: 

 Lomugun has laid 50,000 bricks for 

building a five roomed house at his 

village, Baji. 

 The church in Leikor is rearing two 

cattle‟s for future uses. 

 Lomugun has planted 100 

eucalyptus trees 

 The church in Leikor has dug two 

hectors of land for planting cassava 

Lomugun’s testimony. 

“I sleep on resources which I did not 

discover, but now that am empowered I will 

work hard to explore these Resources”. 
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Prayer for the New Nation of 

South Sudan 

Rt Rev Anthony Poggo, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Kajo-

Keji, Sudan 
 

Almighty God, we thank you for the new 

nation of the Republic of South Sudan 

 

We pray for its political leaders that they will 

be united and serve the people with all 

diligence and put the nation first. Give them 

your wisdom as they lead the people of 

South Sudan 

 

We pray that religious leaders will guide and 

speak a prophetic message of hope, peace 

and reconciliation to the new nation of 

South Sudan 

 

Purge the new nation of all corrupt practices 

and instil to the people and leaders a fear of 

God and the culture of hard work 

 

We pray for those who have taken up arms 

that they will agree to peace and resolve all 

grievances through peaceful means 

 

We pray that South Sudan will have peace 

with all its neighbours 

 

We pray this through Jesus our Lord. Amen 

 

 

Dear reader 
This is a special word of “Thank 
you and welcome” to all of you”.

 
 


