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My Father’s House brings New Hope to Lebanon

By pAt wALter

My Father’s House, a refurbished
apartment attached to the former rectory of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church, 6th & Chestnut Streets,
Lebanon, was recently dedicated for
community service. For this project,
St. Luke’s partnered with two county
agencies, Community Action Partnership (CAP) and the Coalition to
End Lebanon County Homelessness.
The apartment at the rear of 519
Chestnut Street will be used for transitional housing for folks in need in
Lebanon County. This pilot project for
the county received grant money from
the Diocese of Bethlehem through a
New Hope Campaign in which funds
were solicited for a companion diocese
in New Sudan, Africa, as well as the
Needy in Pennsylvania.
On hand for the blessing were representatives from each of the agencies and the Lebanon Ministerium,
In its history, St. Luke’s Church has
given the community the Good Samaritan Hospital and Lebanon’s first
library.
Father Terrence Wible, rector, led
the dedication. This project was developed by the Outreach Committee of
the church, Todd Snovel, Chairman.
People in need of housing should contact
the Community Action Partnership.
photo By pAt wALter

The Rev. Terry Wible, rector of St. Luke’s, Lebanon dedicates My Father’s House at a recent community service. My Father’s House is a refurbished apartment that was once part of the rectory at St. Luke’s.
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christians have become the victims of
increasing violence in iraq, pakistan, nigeria
and now egypt where 25 were killed and
90 others wounded as coptic christians
left church on new year’s eve. paul Gordon
chandler, an episcopal priest in cairo,
reports on the latest conditions. page 1.
As dioceses and historic parishes honor Black
history month in February, Bishop eugene
Sutton writes why the Diocese of maryland has
been one of the most faithful to respond to the
church’s call to eradicate racism and to work
toward reconciliation of all people. page 3.
As haitians start to rebuild churches
destroyed in last year’s earthquake, they
also must rebuild their personal lives to give
strength to carry on. herb Gunn writes about
three conferences organized by creDo to
help haitians do just that. Also a story on
the launch of the haiti Appeal. page 4.

Deidre Steinberg reports from portland
on the release of long-awaited biography
of edmond Browning by Sheryl Kujawaholbrook, published by Forward
movement, and Dick Snyder talks with
the retired presiding bishop from his
farm in eastern oregon. page 6.
presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori
pays a pastoral call to the Florida Keys,
Utah teens raise $1 million in cash and
kind to help alleviate homelessness and
a small Kansas church sees its outreach
efforts grow -- and grow. pages 8 and 9.
Lois Sibley and Linda Grenz offer
readers a choice of books and resources
appropriate for this year’s Lent that
begins march 9. page 10 and 11.
A closeup look at the current exhibit
based on the baptismal covenant
offered by members of the episcopal
church & visual Arts. page 12.
An episcopal priest and writer from
manchester, n.h., argues that the
Anglican communion’s statement of
faith can be found in the Apostles’
and nicene creeds. there should be
no need for a proposed “covenant” to
further deﬁne and pin down the Anglican
spirit, says Grace Burston. page 14.

A2

Diocesan Life

February 2011

When it is necessary to change
By BiShop pAUL v. mArShALL

There are changes to report in the
diocese and in our relationships nationally. Interestingly, as I write this, the
stock market is at its highest point in
two years, and we might hope that the
constraints the economy has placed on
church life may be lightened. We are trying, however, to operate responsibly on
the basis of the realities at hand.
Not all of the changes are financial or
particularly internal. On February 10th,
we will have the breath-taking privilege of acting as hosts, from the Episcopal side, of the national service where
Episcopalians and Moravians will mark
their entry into full communion. This
historic event takes place just ten years
after we inaugurated full communion
with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America. It will take place at Central
Moravian Church at six in the evening.
Given the strong faith of the two groups,
there is no snow date.
Conversations are well underway between the Moravian and Lutheran leaders and myself as to how we may better
work together, including the sharing of
ministries in places where there may be
several congregations facing challenges—and opportunities.
We have made some adjustments at
Diocesan House to align our staffing
with financial realities. At the same
time, I think that these changes will also

increase our ability to respond to the
challenges that confront the church.
We have done this primarily by consolidating responsibilities rather than
reduction of services, although I hope
you will understand that as individual
staff members take on more responsibilities, there will be less time and energy available per task.
In the area of chaplaincies, I have
been very grateful over the years for the
clergy who have taken on specific ministries to help express my concern for various people in the diocese. In particular,
I have been grateful to the Rev. Daniel
Fitzsimmons for his care of clergy widows and Archdeacon Cluett for ministry
to retired clergy. Now these and other
related functions will be under the care
of Canon Jane Teter, whose title is now
Canon for Chaplaincies. She will be increasing our attention to retired clergy,
widows, and those among the clergy and
their families who are ill or in distress.
She will be the primary advocate for
Wellness Funds grants from the Widows
Corporation.
Canon Teter has reached the mandatory
retirement age for her previous work, and
rather than find a new person for those
tasks, the Archdeacon will be assuming responsibility for the ordination process and
the deployment of clergy. During the winter and spring he and Canon Teter will be
effecting that transition, with the partnership of the Commission on Ministry.

The spot left vacant by the retirement
of Canon Bill Lewellis as Minister for
Communication has been somewhat reshaped, and most of the tasks have been
assumed by Kat Lehman, who will now
serve as Director of Communication.
She has already convened a Communication Taskforce to assist her in some
aspects of her work, and will continue as
the designated information technology
Genius of diocesan house. I am grateful
to her for her willingness to expand the
boundaries of her ministry.
There is one more change. You have
no doubt noted that you received this
newspaper with a new national section
entitled Episcopal Journal. Although
General Convention chose to continue a printed newspaper, the national
leadership through Executive Council
found that to be impossible, and the
last printed news from the Episcopal
Church appeared last year.
While the pattern of Presiding
Bishops and Executive Council following a path other than that laid
out by Convention is regrettable, it
is not new or even surprising. It does
contain a distinctly silver lining.
Episcopal Journal is an independent
paper, bringing us news from around
the Anglican Communion and our
own church in what we hope will be
a balanced and broad perspective.
Edited by trusted reporters of the
Episcopal news scene, it promises to

help us keep in touch with the work
of our sisters and brothers throughout the world.
I am grateful to Diocesan Council for
deciding that our staying in touch with
the larger church is important. They
could have realized very short-term savings by producing only diocesan-level
reportage, but overwhelmingly decided
that we will function at a higher level
if we are aware of our connection to the
wider Anglican Communion. I think
this is very far-seeing of them.
Seldom do institutional concerns invade this column. They do so now because I want to share with you the practical ways in which we continue to search
for ways to grow in our ability to tell what
we have seen and heard in the Lord.

Prince of Peace receives grant for health ministries
By DiAnA mArShALL

The Health Ministry initiative at
Prince of Peace in Dallas has been gaining momentum since January 2010.
With the support of a diocesan grant,
Patricia Wright, PhD RN completed the
Parish Nurse Training offered at Sacred
Heart Hospital in Allentown.
The Parish Nurse has made home visits and consulted with members of the
church regarding diet, medications, and
blood pressure.
A “Health Information” area has been
designated in the Parish Hall and handouts are available for parishioners and
visitors. The information corresponds to
national awareness topics and is changed
six to eight times annually. Topics presented were: H1N1 flu prevention, where
to obtain the vaccine locally and the cost
of the vaccine; Heart Health; Nutrition
and choosing healthful foods and nutriTHE ANGLICAN COMMUNION

tion for all ages, along with recipes; Drug
and Alcohol Awareness for all ages including school-age children, teens and
adults; Sun Safety, including small packets of sunscreen; and Back to School
Safety providing information on issues
school-aged children and teens face at
the beginning of a new school year such
as managing homework, bullying and
making healthful choices for lunches
and snacks, along with tips for parents
on easing the transition back to school.
In addition, resources have been made
available on the Prince of Peace website
under the new “Health Ministries” link
http://www.princeofpeacedallaspa.org/
healthministries.html
The Prince of Peace Health Ministries
team applied for a grant from the diocesan Health Ministries Committee to
continue providing health information
and promoting health and wellness in
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their own congregation. The grant also
allows for the parish to work together
with other Episcopal congregations of
the region to encourage the growth of
health ministries. They will receive a
grant in the amount of $868.60 with
the expectation that a matching amount
will be raised from other sources including but not limited to the parish budget,
individuals, or community contacts.
As your parish works toward implementing the resolution passed at our
2010 convention urging “the congregations of The Episcopal Diocese of
Bethlehem which have not already
done so to explore and implement
health ministry as an organizing concept or vital component of outreach
and pastoral care of the congregations by 2012” be assured that the
Health Ministry Committee stands
ready to assist you.
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For information and assistance, contact Diana Marshall, diocesan liaison
to National Episcopal Health Ministries (NEHM) and chair of the Diocesan Health Ministries Committee, at
d.marsh@rcn.com or 610-807-9281.
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What prophecy guides you?
By Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow

On one of the Twelve Days of Christmas, I cracked a fortune cookie and
read: “To truly find yourself you should
play hide and seek alone.” The Wise
Men weren’t seeking themselves.
The Gospel proclaimed on The
Epiphany places us right in the midst of
St Matthew’s evangelism, a proclamation that employs repeated formulas.
Often we hear something very like:
“this took place to fulfill the words of
the prophet…” The Wise Men themselves follow the star having learned
about it in the Book of Numbers: “a
star shall come out of Jacob, and a
scepter shall rise out of Israel” (Numbers 24:17).

The Star of Bethlehem signifies
God’s protection of God’s people and
identifies that protection with Jesus. By following a star, by following
a prophecy, the Wise Men find Jesus.
What prophecy do you follow until it
brings you to look upon his face?

Jesus refers to Isaiah 29, Isaiah 35,
and Isaiah 61 in his answer, and those
prophecies lead and draw John and his
disciples to Jesus. The really important thing is that it really doesn’t matter which prophecy or which truth you
follow or seek. They all lead to him.

My favorite is the one Jesus uses to
disclose and to reveal himself. Shut up
in prison, John the Baptist sends some
of his followers to Jesus to ask him: “Are
you the one who is to come, or are we to
wait for another?” And Jesus tells them:
“Go and tell John what you hear and see:
the blind receive their sight, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor
have good news brought to them. And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at
me” (St Matthew 11:2-6).

You can be a bricklayer or an attorney, a machine-worker or a writer,
trying to do it the best way or the
cleanest way, the smartest way or the
honestest way, and your steps will lead
you to him, for he knows the bricks,
understands the laws and the machines, and comprehends the words.
For they are his, and so are you.
Editor’s note: This sermon was preached
on January 6 at Diocesan House.

Small groups respond to congregational renewal during convention
By Ginny Rex Day

Something was stirring. As folks traveled from all over the diocese to participate in our annual convention last
October, they knew this one would be
different. With Bishop Paul’s leadership,
“From Risk to Opportunity” (R2O) was
being placed before us. Renewal, revitalization, and transformation - something
was in the air.
We gathered at the Cathedral in Bethlehem and listened to Bishop Paul speak.
After bringing us up to date on events,
he told us this would be “more of a working convention than we usually have.”
Our assignment: gather in small groups
of laity and clergy and begin conversing about congregational renewal using
questions prepared for us by the Congregational Development Commission. We
considered the following:
• What was the most useful part of
Bishop Paul’s address for your parish?
• How does your parish live a life of prayer?

These small groups had common
ground in location and in average Sunday attendance.
Before grappling with these questions,
the groups discussed how they might
best approach R2O with the leadership
of facilitators trained to do the work.
The discussion groups indicated that
some parishes remain focused on the
past, either mourning what is no more
or trying to recreate it. Others seek to
bridge both the past and the future by
celebrating the life of the congregation
in a balanced way, in referencing the
past to give perspective on the present,
and by conversation about the future in
which all are encouraged to participate.
If we are honest with ourselves about the
present state of the church, we will not
only hope for a future but also plan and
work for it.
The prayer life in our parishes is
founded on the Holy Eucharist. The experience of prayer is enhanced by lay and
clergy leadership setting the example.

• How is the “management style” in your
parish marked by “openness to the Holy
Spirit?

After celebrating at our banquet on Friday and during the convention Eucharist
Saturday morning, the same groups gathered again for further discussion. Clergy
were asked to complete the following:

• How does your parish presently maintain
conversation with both its past and its future?

• In my parish, I get the most energy
and satisfaction when….

• How might you deepen that experience?

• When I feel stress and frustration, I…
• The thing that I yearn for most in
the diocese is…
In response, the most energy and satisfaction for clergy is in celebrating the Eucharist; in seeing the Holy Spirit at work
in the lives of parishioners, in the life of
the community, in the participation and
enthusiasm of children and youth; and in
outreach. Regarding feelings of stress and
frustration, the responses were in the categories of prayer, reflection, talking with
someone, physical activity, and in going
on retreat. Clergy should not take things
too personally and should laugh more.
Laity were asked the following:
• What word most describes your parish?
• What role has your parish played in
your faith journey?
• From what you have read and heard,
how can R2O be of help to your parish?
The words used to describe participants’ parishes ranged from stagnant to
changing, from stubborn to innovative,
from participating to not involved. People of every age are represented in these
parishes. Diversity abounds, as does love
and caring. Lots of change is taking
place which is both negative and positive. Words like ‘welcoming’, ‘friendly’,
‘coffee hour’, ‘love’, ‘caring’, ‘resistant’,

‘open’, ‘complacent’ were found frequently in the responses.
For many people, the parish church is
their home away from home. Being part
of a family on a journey of faith characterized much of the discussion. Feelings
of welcome and acceptance along with
Bible study, clergy leadership, and lay participation in the ministry of the parish give
meaning to membership, as well as the involvement of children and youth.
Most groups found R2O to be helpful
and there is energy behind the renewal
effort, balanced by a concern to move
beyond talking to doing. Some participants indicated their parishes are already
doing some of the things referred to in
the report.
On the ride home clergy were asked
to reflect on the question “What is God
calling me to be at this time of my ministry?” Laity were asked to consider the
following: “What three hopes do you
have for your parish in the future; and
how can R2O be of help?”
[With thanks to the work of colleagues
who participated in collating and summarizing the notes from the discussion groups:
The Rev. Ray Harbort, The Rev. Beth
Haynes, The Rev. Tim Alleman.]

The Gold Box: Discover the treasure within

12 days of Christmas
for Kajo Keji

By Jennifer Gamber

By Jo Trepagnier

The Cathedral Church of the Nativity is
hosting its annual women’s retreat March
11-13, 2011 open to all women in the Diocese of Bethlehem and surrounding dioceses. “The Gold Box: Discover the Treasure Within,” is an invitation to receive
Jesus’ seemingly simple parables as gold
boxes holding precious treasures. Together
we will open these gold boxes to discover
the meaning of parables for our lives today.
The weekend will also feature fellowship,
art, prayer and worship.
Dr. Deirdre Good, professor of New
Testament at The General Theological
Seminary, specializing in the Synoptic
Gospels, Christian origins, noncanoni-

www.diobeth.org

cal writings and biblical languages, will
lead the retreat. She is the author of
many books including Jesus’ Family Values and Studying the New Testament, with
Bruce Chilton. Deirdre is a frequent
contributor to EpiscopalCafe (www.episcopalcafe.org), a website where writers
and artists “reflect upon contemporary
life in a context informed by faith.”

We have transferred the first batch of
gifts to Kajo Keji from the Diocese of
Bethlehem for Christmas 2010. These
donations are from 88 families, parishes,
Sunday school classes and choirs. The
total amount received so far is just a
little under $9,000.

For the complete announcement and
registration form email Janet Kolepp at
jkolepp@msn.com
Please prayerfully consider coming. If
you have questions call Janet Kolepp at
484-241-1252 or The Rev. Canon Mariclair Partee at 610-865-072.

Deirdre Good will be the retreat leader for Cathedral Church of the Nativity’s women’s retreat.

Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard

Our gifts to Kajo Keji are: 11 Solar
Lanterns; five Scholarships; 50 Girls
sports uniforms; ten sewing machines;
eight classroom support packages
($1,315: for use in the primary schools);
60 goats; 115 fruit trees; 43 hoes; two
Wooden Table/Chairs; 90 meters of material for school uniforms; 14 balls; and
11 bikes. God bless you all!

www.diobeth.org
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God has chosen you to come
By Charlie Barebo

Our November mission trip revealed a greatly changed Kajo Keji,
a Kajo Keji that awaits the results of
the referendum with anticipation.
As the MAF flight passes over the
dirt airstrip to insure it is clear of the
ubiquitous goats and sheep, we see the
addition of several new western-style
buildings and two new cell towers. It
has been an arduous day on the twin
engine Cessna; eight hours in total
with seven take offs and landings, a
regular milk run. Stephen Tomor and
Bishop Anthony, complete with his
posse, greet us at the airport. The ride
to Romogi is fast and smooth, a pleasure after 22 hours in the air.
Evidence of the economic recovery
brought on by five years of peace is all
around us. There is five times the livestock we have seen on previous trips

started one hundred and fifty years
ago. Voter registration starts while we
are here and we watch Bishop Anthony register. Proud smiles are on the
faces of those registering. A legitimate
census has been done and indicates
that there are 193,000 inhabitants
of the county. The Comprehensive
Peace Agreement states that for the
New Sudan to gain its independence
60% of registered voters must vote
and for independence to pass it must
have only a simple majority or 51%.

the Trinity, Easton New Hope School
in Sodogo. This school will always
hold a special place in my heart as
Trinity, Easton stepped forward and
tithed their own capital campaign
to New Hope. Before our very eyes,
two dioceses witnessed God’s people
in Christ’s church doing precisely
what Christ asked us to do in the
Great Command. School openings
are always a joyous occasion, a day
of fulfillment, both functionally and
spiritually.

We inspect the New Hope Schools
at Romogi and Gaderu and officially
open the Kitchen-Dining Hall at the
college as well the New Hope Primary
Schools in Liwolo and Sodogo. The
Romogi School wins the Bishop Marshall prize for the best kept gardens and
grounds. We meet with the college
management team and the students.

Sodogo is a long drive and you must
take small all-wheel drive vehicles
through a river. Boys play in the river;
a mother does the family laundry. No
crocodiles are in this shallow section.
We are met two miles outside the village and led by a joyful throng, singing
before us, and holding high banners of
the cross. Could this be what Christ
and the Apostles felt like on Palm
Sunday? I say a prayer of dedication
and Archdeacon Stringfellow cuts
the ribbon. Adrenalin pushes the jet
lag out of my mind. We move over
to the parade ground where we sit
for the two hour program. Have you
heard that the Kukus like to make
long speeches? The PTA President announces he has a few brief comments.
Archdeacon Stringfellow notices he
has six pages of single-spaced type written notes…

I want to share the story of opening

February 2011

used to run on this road. When I was
a boy my father and I built a bridge
over the stream. I think he knew
there would be a school built here
one day. People used to make fun of
us and say ‘did you build this bridge
for fox or for people’? Now the little
children are my foxes who will use
this bridge to go to school. Who are
these people from across the sea who
give their money so our children can
go to school? I tell you they are God’s
people. Thank God for the people
of Bethlehem. I am Wilson Rembe,
landlord.”

The landlord who donated the
land for the school stands up to make
a speech.
“I am Wilson Rembe,” he says.

Banners wave in a Palm Sunday like procession to the opening of the New Hope school in Sodogo.
Photos provided by charlie barebo

and we no longer see protruding ribs on
people or animals. No rags passing for
clothes, but newer, more serviceable
clothing. Flip-flops or shoes are now
the norm. We pass five automobiles
on the first ride to Romogi, more
than we saw on the entire trip in January 2007. On Monday as we drive
to the school opening in Sodogo we
pass a car with a large sign on the roof
marked “Kajo Keji Driving School.”
Who ever would have thought…
Secondary level needs are now being
fulfilled and we see sunglasses, radios,
iPods, soccer balls and bikes. This place
is no longer bleak, the feel is upbeat.
Here there is no unending bickering
between out-of-step political parties
but people talking about voting for
their freedom and self-determination, a first since the colonial period

Wilson Remebe at the dedication of Trinity,
Easton New Hope School.

Now there is feasting, singing, and
dancing. A choir from the school
sings a response song for us. There is
so much going on it is hard to focus.
The Holy Spirit cuts through me like
a knife and I hear the words, “Thank
you Bethlehem people, God has chosen you to come.”

The Trinity, Easton New Hope School in Sodogo with the old Sodogo Primary School in the foreground.

Jumping for joy at the dedication ceremony in Sodogo.

www.diobeth.org

“I am 84 years old. My ancestors
gave me this land. All these days, I
have been waiting for this school like
a bride waits for a groom. The fox

Singing and smiles: “Bethlehem people, God has chosen you to come!”
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Late at night when I have doubts
about why God would let his people
suffer so much or when my daughter
or children who attend New Hope
presentations at various parishes
ask how a loving God would let His
children suffer so much, I find my
answers in that chorus. God’s people
in Kajo Keji and the southern Sudan
have suffered. But God always knew
he would choose us. He chose us to
help heal his wounded children. God
chose us to give sight to the blind, to
lift the yoke of oppression, to raise
up the foundations of many generations. We have been given a once in
a lifetime opportunity. We have been
truly blessed. Amen.

www.diobeth.org
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Mobilizing our assets in tough times
By chArLeS ceSAretti

In a time of tight resources and economic uncertainty, how do people of
faith exhibit a sense of hope and dynamism to strengthen congregations
in order to meet their needs, as well as
the needs of the broader community?
During the weekend of March 25
– 27, 2011, Luther Snow, author of
The Power of Asset Mapping, and a
nationally recognized leader of the
asset-based community development
(ABCD) movement, will address this
question through a series of workshops
for lay leaders, pastors, denominational staff, and leaders of faith-based
organizations. The weekend is being
co-sponsored by the Diocese of Bethlehem in partnership with Moravian
Theological Seminary, and a number of denominations and agencies in
Northeast Pennsylvania.
Luther Snow is a national speaker, facilitator, and consultant who specializes
in empowering communities, groups,
and networks to take positive action for
the common good. Luther is the creator
of asset mapping, the method for posi-

tive group collaboration, that has gone
“viral” and spread to over 2.5 million users across the US, Canada, and overseas.
A premier facilitator, Luther has worked
with over 25,000 people and hundreds of
organizations, giving him the nickname
of the “Good Groups Guru.”
Sometimes called asset-based community development (ABCD), asset
mapping seeks to discover strengths
within communities rather than focusing on needs, deficiencies, and
problems. Those discoveries empower
churches to create positive and meaningful change in order to become
stronger and more self-reliant. This
approach also promotes relationships
between individuals, between individuals and organizations, and between
organizations and organizations.
Luther has 35 years’ experience in
community and group leadership. He’s
led grassroots social and economic development efforts in inner-city Chicago,
and has sparked positive rural development approaches across the nation. He
has published three bestselling books,
including The Power of Asset Mapping
and The Organization of Hope.

On Friday, March 25, Snow will
work with pastors, judicatory staff, and
faith-based agency staff. The focus of
the full-day workshop will be: The
Macro View: Building Partnerships.
On Saturday, March 26, at Moravian College/Theological Seminary,
the focus will be: The Micro View:
Strengthening Congregations. This
full-day workshop (9:30 AM – 3:30
PM) is for the leadership of local congregations – lay and clergy leadership
teams. The registration is $20, which
includes lunch and snacks.
“Asset mapping is a significant part
of the congregational renewal process
in the Diocese of Bethlehem,” opines
Charles Cesaretti of the Diocesan Renewal Committee. “We strongly encourage all congregations to send a renewal leadership team to the Saturday
workshop.”
Information and registration for the
part of the workshop you wish to attend:
http://www.moravianseminary.edu/conted/Spring11/assetmapping.html

The call to prayer and discernment
Renewal Assembly February 19
By chArLeS ceSAretti

The Renewal Assembly, “The Call
to Prayer and Discernment,” sponsored by the Renewal Committee of
the diocese, will be held on Saturday,
February 19, 2011 from 9:00 AM to
1:00 PM, in six locations across the
diocese.
Members of the Renewal Committee and the Lifelong Christian Formation Committee will present the
program, which will focus on the call
and practice of personal and corporate prayer, as well as Bible study.
The assembly will begin with a DVD
presentation hosted by Bishop Paul
Marshall with Mo. Laura Howell and
Fr. John Francis. A copy of the DVD
will be presented to a representative
of every parish.
The six sites will be:
Christ
Church, Towanda; Trinity Church,
Carbondale; Trinity Church, West
Pittston; Trinity Church, Pottsville;
St. Anne’s, Trexlertown; and the
Cathedral Church of the Nativity,
Bethlehem. Lunch will be provided.
Registration is now available on
www.diobeth.org Registrants will be
assigned to the most appropriate site.
Registration is found by clicking on
the “Register for diocesan events” on
the right column of the homepage.
Registration closes on February 9.
A special renewal poster seen here,
designed by Jennifer Gamber, will be
available to every parish in the diocese.

Luther K. Snow, above, will lead the workshop
on asset mapping, March 25 – 27. The event is
co-sponsored by the Diocese of Bethlehem’s Congregational Renewal Committee and Moravian
Theological Seminary

Episcopal
Journal launches

Readers of Diocesan Life will discover
a new publication included in this issue.

Here I am, Lord.
Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you
Calling in the night.
I will go, Lord,
If you lead me.
I will hold your people
In my heart.

What is God calling
our church to be?
Igniting the flames of congregational renewal

The Diocese of Bethlehem
Text And Music (c) 1981, OCP Published by OCP. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213 All rights reserved.
Used with permission. Printing donated by Minuteman Press of Bethlehem, PA.
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Episcopal Journal, a newly-created independent publication, will also accompany more than 14 other diocesan and
local publications mailed into the homes
of more than 45,000 Episcopalians across
the country.
Editorial director Jerry Hames says
the Journal’s mission statement is
“to inform, involve and inspire Episcopalians in the United States and
abroad by sharing the good news of our
church’s life and ministry.”
Episcopal Journal will depend on news
from Episcopal News Service, but readers will also see relevant news and features from other respected Episcopal,
Anglican and ecumenical sources, said
Hames, who served as editor of Episcopal Life from 1990 to 2007.
“We will also invite contributions
from recognized names in the fields of
religion, science and the arts, and offer
columns and meditations appropriate for
the church seasons,” he said.
The new publication will fill a vacuum caused by the decision to terminate
the last national print publication at
the Episcopal Church Center in New
York, he said.
The Executive Council of the Episcopal Church voted in October to approve
a budget that cut all funding for print
publications. That followed an acrossthe-board budget reduction voted by the
General Convention in 2009. As a result, Episcopal News Monthly, which succeeded Episcopal Life a year ago, ceased
publication with the January 2011 issue.

www.diobeth.org
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The neuroscience of sabbatical
By Anne Kitch

“So, what are you doing on your sabbatical?”
“I’m studying neuroscience.”
“Excuse me?”
Of course, there were other responses
as well, such as “And how does that relate to your job exactly,” and “Wow,”
and “Only you….” There were silent
puzzled looks, and outright laughter and
the mentor who voiced concerned that
this didn’t sound much like rest.
I am grateful to my friend Joyce who responded, “How wonderful. I can see how
that fits right in with your work.” Joyce writes
novels, so she is comfortable with the landscapes of metaphor and exploration.
I spent last fall on sabbatical, and am
grateful for the gift of time, rest and reflection. I went on retreat, enjoyed more
intentional time with my family, and
took voice lessons for fun. I also enrolled
in a college course in neuroscience. So
why neuroscience?
As an educator, I have always been
interested in how we learn. As a Christina formation specialist, I am keenly
invested in how we nurture the faith of
children and adults. About a year ago,
I heard a lecture on the neuroplasictiy
of the brain. Neuroplasticity refers to
the brain’s capacity to reorganize itself,
to adapt to changing circumstance and
respond to new experiences. In recent
years, scientists have been mapping
the brain, trying to pinpoint which lo-

cations in the brain are responsible for
which human functions. Some people
still hold on to the belief that once the
brain is mapped out, we will have a clear
understanding of how the brain works
and that will be the end of the project.
But like so many things in life, the more
people learn about our brains, the more
complex and wonderful the project becomes. It turns out that the capacity for
the human brain to change and adapt is
lifelong. Life long. Well, as an advocate
for lifelong Christian formation, I was
hooked. I wanted to learn more.
And that is how I found myself in the
middle of an undergraduate lecture hall
last fall, filled with twenty something-yearold students enrolled in NSC 201-Mind
and Brain. The course even came with a
lab! As a graduate of a liberal arts college
with a major in English Literature, the last
time I was in any kind of science lab was
high school biology. And now here I was
taking in two lectures a week and spending another day in a laboratory full of high
tech equipment where my classmates and
I explored “systems of consciousness from a
physiological and phenomenological perspective.” Way cool.
The classic definition of a sabbatical is
a rest from work. I can understand my
mentor’s concern that my plan of study,
with all its accompanying papers, lab
reports, lectures and exams, would not
be restful. Yet from the vantage point of
now being back at my desk, in my office,
back at work, I can say that I am rejuvenated. My excursion into the realm of
scientific inquiry was a time of spiritual
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pilgrimage. For a while now, I have held
out a hope to travel to Iona, that sacred
isle, to encounter the Holy. I envisioned
a sabbatical that included a pilgrimage
there, a journey taken on as a spiritual
discipline to visit sacred sights and deepen my life in Christ. As so many travelers before me have discovered, one does
not need to travel to a far off exotic destination to accomplish this.
No pilgrimage would be complete
without companions met along the road.
I should have anticipated this, but I was
somewhat surprised nevertheless when I
discovered the joy of developing friendships with the undergraduates in my
class. These young adults welcomed me
into their midst without suspicion. As
a somewhat jaded middle-aged professional, I admit I am not used to this. I
am particularly grateful for my three lab
partners: a senior theatre major, another
senior woman doubling in English literature and French, and a sophomore neuroscience major. We met in the library to
do research, crammed for exams together, fretted over what could possibly have
gone wrong with our experiment and in
the meantime developed a deep respect
for one another that I hope is lasting.
Not so surprising to me was the pure delight I received from watching my friend,
the professor who taught the course, do
what he does so well. Being in the sphere
of a gifted teacher was a learning experience in and of itself.
I began my sabbatical and my study
with a specific question in mind: how
the development of our brains might

relate to the development of our moral
decision making and what implications
this has for the religious education of
children and adults. Perhaps I have one
or two more ideas about this now than
I did in September. More importantly, I
have a deeper appreciation for the complexity of the brain and the mind. As is
true of any pilgrimage, the implications
of my study of neuroscience will continue to unfold in the weeks and months
ahead. I am sure bits and pieces of what I
have learned will crop up in sermons and
retreats and theological reflections. After all, if we are talking neuroplasticity,
my aging brain will continue to change
to encompass new experiences.
And like any good neuroscientist, or
woman of faith, I plan to continue to
delve into the sacred mystery of who we
are as human beings and strive to know
God more deeply.

Becoming grateful, surprise upon surprise
By Bill Lewellis

When she was growing up in New
England, a onetime colleague on the
staff of Bethlehem Bishop Paul Marshall related that her doctor father
would sit with her at bedtime until
she remembered at least five things for
which she was thankful.
I suspect this grew easier when she
discovered the hints in the Book of
Common Prayer:
For the beauty and wonder of God’s
creation, in earth and sky and sea, for
the splendor of the whole creation, for
the beauty of this world, for the wonder
of life, and for the mystery of love.
For all that is gracious in the lives of
men and women, revealing the image
of Christ.
For our daily food and drink, the blessing of family and friends, and the loving
care which surrounds us on every side.
For minds to think, and hearts to love,
and hands to serve.
For health and strength to work, and
leisure to rest and play.
For setting us at tasks which demand our
best efforts, and for leading us to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.
For the brave and courageous, who are
patient in suffering and faithful in adversity.
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For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice.

as I reflect for a few seconds at 9:00 a.m.,
noon, and 3:00, 6:00 and 9:00 p.m.

For those disappointments and failures
that lead us to acknowledge our dependence on God alone.

Thanks on the Threes. It helps, often
in unexpected ways.

For the great mercies and promises
given to us in Christ Jesus our Lord.
I thank you, Lord. I thank you. I
thank you.
Studies show, according to a recent article in Christianity Today, that “grateful people are happier and more satisfied
with their lives and social relationships,
more forgiving and supportive than
those who are ungrateful, less depressed,
stressed, envious, and anxious.”
Near the southern end of the Northeast Extension of the Pennsylvania
Turnpike, when New Jersey by way of
the Walt Whitman Bridge is my destination, I listen to a Philadelphia radio station at 2, 12, 22, 32, 42 and 52
minutes after the hour. KYW promotes
this minute as Traffic on the Twos. Listening helps me determine whether the
Schuylkill Expressway or the Blue Route
and I-95 north might be the better, or
at least the less harrowing route to take.
My occasional Traffic on the Twos
practice has suggested another practice
to help with a daily journey.
I give thanks for some happening or
relationship of the preceding three hours

Brother David Steindl-Rast asks if
we’ve ever noticed how our eyes open a
bit wider when we are surprised. Surprise
is the beginning of living with a clue.
Surprise is often the beginning of
gratitude.
Be surprised, open your eyes a bit wider
as you walk through a supermarket brimming with the gifts of God and the labor
of people you’ll never know.
Be surprised –– and grateful –– when
your car starts in the morning.
Computer technology has been part of
my job and my life for many years, but
I’m still surprised when my computer
works. As a “high-use, low-tech” person,
I’m grateful for the Info/Tech person
who fixes it when it doesn’t.
I have been surprised when I’ve been
able to connect so quickly with someone
by email or text, post something on a
blog, download a podcast, find a helpful web site, lay out a newspaper with a
computer program and convert the page
files to specs required by a distant printer.
When I sit with my laptop to write
a column or sermon, I’m surprised that
words begin to appear on the screen.
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Someday, the words will not come. I
will not chance putting thoughts together for public scrutiny. Someday, my sight
and reflexes will not allow me to chance
the drive to the bridge. Someday, my legs
won’t tolerate exercise.
I have been surprised during the past
year by how much I have enjoyed retirement, even though I have loved the work
I had been doing at Diocesan House (Diocese of Bethlehem) for 24 years.
Moving into 2011 I want to remember
how well I have felt during 2010, after
having experienced some six months of
ill health during 2009. Of course, I am
grateful. In fact, one thing I find as I
grow older is how much more grateful I
have become.
[Canon Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org, retired last year and served on
the Bishop’s staff of the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem for 24 years and on
the Bishop’s staff of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Allentown for 13 years before
that. Bill is still active in the diocese and
still assists Kat Lehman in her role as
editor of Diocesan Life. In addition, Bill
publishes newSpin, a compilation of interesting news and stories twice weekly.
You can subscribe to newSpin through
the “Get Connected” box on our web
site, www.diobeth.org.]
This article originally appeared in the
Morning Call on January 1, 2011.
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What’s happening
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Pray for...

Feb. 1: Diocesan Life deadline for
March edition

field, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Apr. 5: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.

Feb. 1: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.

Mar. 11-13: The Gold Box: Discover
the Treasure Within, Nativity, Bethlehem. Annual retreat for women
featuring Deirdre Good, Professor of
New Testament at General Theological Seminary in New York. To register, please download the form here. If
you have questions, call Janet Kolepp
at 484-241-1252 or The Rev. Canon
Mariclair Partee at 610-865-072.

Apr. 5: Archdeacon Visit, Trinity,
West Pittston 6:00 P.M.

Feb. 1: Archdeacon Visit, St. Andrew’s, Allentown 6:00 P.M.
Feb. 3: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 4: Hug and Episcopalian Day
Feb. 5: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Feb. 6: Bishop Paul, Prince of Peace, Dallas
Feb. 7: Standing Committee Meeting,
Diocesan House, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 7: Evangelism Committee Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.
Feb. 8: Clergy Bible Study 7, St.
Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 12: Commission on Ministry Meeting via Conference Call 10:00 A.M.
Feb. 13: Bishop Jack, St. Andrew’s, Allentown
Feb. 13: Bishop Paul, St. Gabriel’s,
Douglassville
Feb. 15: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ
Towanda 4:00 P.M.
Feb. 15: Archdeacon Visit,
Mark’s, Moscow 6:00 P.M.

St.

Feb. 17: Clergy Bible Study 2 & 4,
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 19: Renewal Assembly, Various locations around the diocese,
9:00 A.M. Please register online to
attend. Registration is now open at
www.diobeth.org. The Rev. Charles
Cesaretti will place people once registration is closed.
Feb. 19: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Feb. 22: Clergy Bible Study 3, St. Alban’s, Sinking Spring 2:00 P.M.
Feb. 22: Archdeacon Visit, Sts.
Clement and Peter, Wilkes-Barre
6:00 P.M.
Feb. 27: Bishop Paul, St. Mark’s, Moscow
Feb. 27: Bishop Jack, Trinity, Bethlehem

MARCH
Mar. 1: Diocesan Life deadline for
April edition
Mar. 1: Clergy Day, Good Shepherd,
Scranton 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Mar. 3: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Mar. 5: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Mar. 6: Bishop Paul, St. Clement’s
and St. Peter’s, Wilkes-Barre
Mar. 6: Community Choral Concert, Cathedral Classics, Cathedral
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M. Suggested donation
$10.00. Choirs from Central Moravian Church, Trinity Episcopal Church
and the Cathedral.
Mar. 8: Clergy Bible Study 7, St.
Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.
Mar. 9: Ash Wednesday
Mar. 9: Organ Recital by Dale Grand-
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Mar. 12: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Mar. 12: Commission on Ministry Meeting via Conference Call 10:00 A.M.
Mar. 13: Daylight Savings Time Ends
Mar. 13: Bishop Jack, St. Stephen’s,
Whitehall
Mar. 13: Bishop Paul, St. Paul’s, Troy
Mar. 14: Evangelism Committee
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.
Mar. 15: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ
Towanda 4:00 P.M.
Mar. 15: Archdeacon Visit, Calvary,
Tamaqua 6:00 P.M.
Mar. 16: Organ Recital by Gary Garletts, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.
Mar. 17: Clergy Bible Study 2 & 4,
St. Stephen’s, Whitehall 2:00 P.M.
Mar. 19: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Mar. 20: Bishop Paul, Calvary, Tamaqua
Mar. 21: Lifelong Christian Formation Meeting, St. Luke’s, Lebanon
10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.
Mar. 22: Clergy Bible Study 3, St.
Alban’s, Sinking Spring 2:00 P.M.
Mar. 22: Archdeacon Visit, Trinity,
Athens 6:00 P.M.

Apr. 6: Organ Recital by Stephen
Williams, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.
Apr. 7: Clergy Bible Study 1, Nativity, Bethlehem 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 8-10: Christophany, Pocono Plateau Retreat Center, Cresco, PA. Registration will open online February 4th
at www.diobeth.org Questions? Contact Kim Rowles, 610-751-3931
Apr. 9: Commission on Ministry Meeting, Trinity, Mt. Pocono 10:00 A.M.
Apr. 9: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
Apr. 10: Bishop Paul, Trinity, West Pittston
Apr. 10: Gone with the Wizard, Cathedral Classics, Cathedral Church
of the Nativity, Bethlehem 4:00 P.M.
Suggested donation $10.00. Cathedral players fuse Scarlett O’Hara and
Dorothy for an interesting journey.
Apr. 11: Evangelism Committee
Meeting, Trinity, Easton 6:30 P.M.
Apr. 12: Clergy Bible Study 7, St.
Mark’s, Moscow 2:00 P.M.
Apr. 14: Chrism Mass, Cathedral
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem,
11:00 A.M.
Apr. 14: Deacons’ Meeting, Diocesan
House, Bethlehem 2:15 P.M.
Apr. 15: Concert by the Choral Arts
of Luzerne County, Mozart’s Requiem, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre 7:30 P.M.
Apr. 16: Bishop’s School, St. Peter’s,
Hazleton 10:00 A.M.
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February 6: Trinity, Athens: The
Rev. Trula Hollywood, Rector
Youth Ministry
February 13: Nativity, Bethlehem:
The Very Rev. Anthony Pompa,
Dean and Rector; The Rev. Canon
Mariclair Partee, Assistant Priest;
and The Ven. Richard I. Cluett,
Archdeacon in Residence
February 20: Trinity, Bethlehem:
The Rev. Laura M. Howell, Rector; The Rev. Hillary Raining,
Assistant Priest and Curate; The
Rev. Elizabeth MacMillan Miller,
Deacon and Soup Kitchen Coordinator; The Rev. Canon Clifford
B. Carr, Assistant Priest; The Rev.
Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,
Assistant Priest; and The Rev. Dr.
Richard Ditterline, Assistant Priest
February 27: Trinity, Carbondale
and Christ, Forest City: The Rev.
Don Schiable, Rector

Anglican Communion
www.anglicancommunion.org

February 6: Jerusalem, Middle East,
Egypt, North Africa and Horn of
Africa: The Most Rev. Dr. Mouneer
Hanna Anis, President Bishop; The
Rt. Rev. Andrew Proud, Bishop of
Egypt; and The Rt. Rev. Bill Musk,
Bishop of the Middle East
February 13: Uganda: The Most Rev.
Henry Luke Orombi, Archbishop
and Bishop of Kampala and The Rt.
Rev. Zac Niringiye, Suffragan Bishop
of Kampala
February 20: Wales: The Most Rev.
Dr. Barry Cennydd Morgan, Archbishop and The Rt. Rev. David Yeoman, Bishop of Llandaff

Mar. 23: Organ Recital by Kenneth
Lowenberg, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Apr. 17: Bishop Paul, Grace, Allentown
Apr. 19: Clergy Bible Study 8, Christ
Towanda 4:00 P.M.

February 27: South East Asia and
Singapore: The Most Rev. Dr. John
Chew, Archbishop and Bishop of Singapore and The Rt. Rev. Rennis Ponniah, Suffragan Bishop of Singapore

Mar. 25 -27: Asset Mapping Weekend
with Luther Snow, Moravian Theological Seminary, Bethlehem. Held
in conjunction with the Moravian
Church, Eastern District, Northern
Province.

Apr. 20: Organ Recital by Richard
Spotts, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

Diocese of Kajo Keji
www.kajokeji.anglican.org

Mar. 25: Incorporated Trustees, Nativity, 10:00 A.M.
Mar. 26: NEPA Choral Society Children and Youth Ensembles, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
7:00 P.M.
Mar. 27: Bishop Jack, St. Andrew’s, Alden
Mar. 30: Organ Recital by Jane Bourdow, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre 11:30 A.M.

APRIL
Apr. 2: Training Day, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. Registration will open online
January 28th at www.diobeth.org
Apr. 3: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Athens
Apr. 4: Standing Committee Meeting, Diocesan House, Bethlehem
2:00 P.M.
Apr. 5: Deadline for May Diocesan Life

Apr. 17: Palm Sunday

Apr. 21: Maundy Thursday
Apr. 21: Bishop Paul, Nativity, Bethlehem
Apr. 22: Good Friday
Apr. 22: Bishop Paul, St. Stephen’s,
Wilkes-Barre
Apr. 23: Bishop Jack, Christ, Reading
Apr. 23: Bishop Paul, Trinity, Easton
Apr. 24: Easter
Apr. 24: Bishop Paul, Nativity, Bethlehem

MAY
May 1: Concert by Wilkes University
Choirs, St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral,
Wilkes-Barre 3:00 P.M.
May 3: Diocesan Life deadline for
June edition
May 3: Clergy Bible Study 6, Holy
Cross, Wilkes-Barre 2:00 P.M.

February 6: Emmanuel Church, Kiri:
The Ven. John Lomundu, The Rev.
Henry Kwanyi and The Rev. Daudi
Koyo
Mission and Evangelism Department: The Rev. Joseph Aba and The
Rev. John Wani Mulai
February 13: Aijo: The Rev. Timothy
Modi Mark
Kajo Keji Partners
February 20: St. Luke’s, Mundari:
The Rev. Reida Kaku Soma
Mangalotore Primary School: Teachers, Parents and Pupils
February 27: Lorudung: The Rev.
Cosmas Lo’bur Yusto
Interchurch Committee and Courses:
The Rev. Pianilee Samuel and Committee

May 3: Archdeacon Visit, Epiphany,
Clarks Summit 6:00 P.M.
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MUSICare ministry makes holidays memorable
By Janine Ungvarsky

Young families in Northeastern Pennsylvania recently had a chance to make
music and holiday memories through
Trinity Episcopal Church of West
Pittston’s MUSICare ministry.
The church hosted a pre-Christmas
musical event, inviting families from
the community to bring their pre-school
children to a free demonstration of Music Together ®. This internationally
recognized program is built around the
understanding that all children can learn
to enjoy and appreciate music if they are
exposed to rhythms and music in a supportive environment. Music Together
fosters that support by guiding kids from
infancy through age five and the grownups who love them, through interactive
play, song and dance in a pressure-free,
fun atmosphere.
Recognizing a need for positive family experiences in the area, Trinity became an accredited Music Together site
and began offering classes in early 2010.
Rector John C. Major said the program
allows the church to respond to a community need, provide support for young
families and also serves as a fundraising
source for Trinity.
The early December event brought
out a number of families; moms, dads and
one or more kids, who gathered together in Trinity’s undercroft to shake eggshaped rattles, bang on rhythm instru-

ments or float colorful scarves through
the air, all while singing and moving to
music. The highlight of the evening was
a visit from Santa Claus, who looked
suspiciously like Trinity’s rector. Santa
presented each child with a jingle bell
and led the families in several favorite
holiday songs.
As MUSICare’s administrator, Major
hopes the evening was an opportunity
for the families to experience the joy of
making music and helped them recognize the many benefits music can have
for children.
“Studies have documented that when
music is a regular part of a child’s life it
helps the child focus better, do better in
school and have better self-esteem,” Major said. “Some of the ways the studies
recommend you help your child develop
that important relationship with music
is to encourage singing during daily activities like playing and driving, to expose them to musical instruments and to
sing along with them at home. Music
Together provides the means to do that,
and that’s why it was important to bring
the program to Trinity.”
Trinity’s MUSICare ministry will continue with other community demonstration events at libraries and book stores
as well as regularly scheduled classes in
the winter and spring semesters. For
more information, visit trinityepiscopalchurchwestpittston.org or musictogether.com.

Santa, sometimes known as Trinity’s Rector, John Major, gives jingle bells to children participating.

Rhythm instruments were a big hit at the Music Together demonstration
Photos by Janine Ungvarsky

Reflections on youth ministry
By Kim Rowles

care kit collection portion. We donated
480 personal care kits and extra items
to shelters in Scranton, Bethlehem and
Reading. There were 17 parishes that
donated to the mission. Nine parishes
sent youth to the weekend. Our goal for
Christophany 2011 is to have 30 parishes donate to our Lenten collection for
victims of abuse in the northern reaches
of our diocese and to train 75 youth in
peaceful conflict resolution.

Happening 19 November 2010
“I believe everyone should get the
pleasure, and the experience of going
to Happening. I learned this week
that I am more than just an individual. I am apart of something so much
greater than just a “youth group”. I
am part of a family that consists of
many churches. Over the weekend I
realized the real meaning behind the
phrase “church family”. Contradictory to what I believed before I was
a ‘Happener’, my church family does
not strictly consist of my small home
church of St. Andrew’s, Allentown.
By the love and dedication the staff
and all the people involved in Happening showed me, I truly believe that your
church family is anybody you reach out
to. I want to thank you again. ” - Anna
Jefferies, Happener

Bishop’s Bakery January 2010

Photo by Kim Rowles

Cleaning Trinity, Bethlehem during the Middle
School Mission Trip

Middle School Mission Trip August
2010 “We are All in the Same Boat”

Seventy youth and adults from around
the diocese came together to show their
talents and spend time with Bishop Paul
on a cold January night in Scranton. They
bowled and played games and stayed up
late. A good time was had by all.

Youth and adults spent worship time
in reflection on Biblical accounts of water and need: the great flood, the wise
man who built his house upon a rock,
Jesus feeding the 5,000, and Jesus calming the storm. We worked side by side
at the Animal Food Bank of the Lehigh
Valley and Trinity, Bethlehem Soup
Kitchen. All the youth who came to the
weekend said that they would come to
another event in the coming year, and
they would invite a friend.
Christophany April 2010

Photo by Wayne Sherrer

Packing Christophany Lenten collection kits
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We had youth participate from all areas of the diocese. We included parishes
who do not “have youth” in the weekend by involving them in the personal

Photo by Kat Lehman

Bishop Paul and youth members at Bishop’s Bakery.
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Episcopal Youth Event
information
What: Episcopal Youth Event (E.Y.E.) is
a celebration to inspire our deeper faith in
Jesus Christ, and a renewed commitment
to mission and ministry; designed and led
by a team of youth and adults who represent the rich diversity of the Episcopal
Church.
Each diocese is invited to send a delegation to participate in the creative worship,
music, program, and recreation that make
this 6-day experience life-changing.
Who: young people who have completed
grades 9 to 12 by spring 2011 and have not
already attended college. All E.Y.E. participants, youth and adults, will live on campus
and need to be resident for the entire event.
Youth who attend this event will have to
have attended at least one youth event in
the past 12 months.
Adults who attend will have to complete
Safeguarding Training by May 1, 2011.
Where: Bethel University in St. Paul,
Minnesota
When: Leaving June 20 returning June
28. More information is coming from Province III regarding transportation schedules.
Cost: Approximately $650.00 per person. The cost of E.Y.E. is $275 a person.
The cost of Transportation is $260.00 a
person. Additional costs will include - food
during travel, souvenirs, t-shirts. Some
scholarships are available, however ask at
your home parish before seeking scholarship from the Diocese of Bethlehem.
Applications are now available on www.
diobeth.org “register for events”. Deadline
for applications on February 28, 2011.
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