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three churches, three different sizes, 
with three distinct cultures, within 25 
miles of each other have formed a 
consortium unique within the diocese 
of San diego, sharing resources and 

strengthening mission, vitality and 
the area’s episcopal identity...United 
nations commission on the Status of 
women (UncSw) completes annual 
meeting as Anglican women continue 
their strong representation at the 
gathering...the episcopal diocese 
of haiti looks toward easter and its 
future...the name hózhóní comes from 
a navajo word that means “together 
we walk in beauty” and it’s the name 
of a new youth center in the diocese 
of Arizona...the rev. canon mary 
Glasspool moves closer to having 
the consent of the wider church
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Bethlehem lifediocesan
Haiti for the long haul
By winnie romeriL

The	image	of	a	picture	I	did	not	take	
stays	 with	 me.	 It’s	 of	 a	 sign	 embed-
ded	 in	my	mind	 since	childhood.	 I’ve	
caught	 sight	 of	 it	 all	 over	 the	 world,	
and	 it	 always	 makes	 me	 smile.	 That	
red,	 white	 and	 blue	 shield	 with	 the	
familiar	words,	The	Episcopal	Church	
Welcomes	You.	 I	 saw	a	 fragment	of	 it	
on	a	shattered	wall	in	Leogane,	Haiti.	
Most	of	 the	 sign	was	gone,	but	 it	was	
still	recognizable	to	me.	I	smiled	out	of	
habit;	I	could	have	cried.

My	mother,	well	known	 to	many	of	
you,	 will	 tell	 you	 her	 only	 daughter	

doesn’t	 like	 to	 cry	
and	 avoids	 it	 at	 all	
costs.	 True	 to	 form,	 I	
did	 not	 cry	 that	 day	
in	 Haiti.	 There	 was	
too	 much	 work	 to	
do.	 Besides,	 how	 can	
we,	 as	 aid	 workers,	
break	 down	 when	 so	
many	 Haitians	 are	 so	
brave?	 Now,	 as	 I	 un-
pack	 my	 suitcase	 and	
my	 thoughts,	 I	 let	 go	
a	little	each	day.

The	travel	bug	runs	
deep	 in	 my	 family.	
Dad’s	father	emigrated	
here	as	a	teen.	Mom’s	

favorite	movie	is	about	
a	 young	 woman	 who	
travels	 to	 China	 and	

never	 returns	 (check	out	 Ingrid	Berg-
man	 in	 The	 Inn	 of	 the	 Sixth	 Happi-
ness).	My	brothers	brought	parades	of	
exchange	 students	home	 for	 the	holi-
days.	We	all	studied	foreign	languages.

Was	it	any	wonder	when	I	turned	my	
high	school	class	schedule	upside-down	
to	fi	t	in	Spanish	and	have	a	chance	at	
going	to	Puerto	Rico	through	the	Dio-
cese	of	Bethlehem?	Two	weeks	in	Puer-
to	Rico	the	following	summer	changed	
my	life.	The	rest,	as	they	say,	is	history.

The	fragment	of	the	sign	known	to	
Episcopalians	 everywhere	 clung	 to	

the	 broken	 wall	
a	 block	 away	
from	 the	 Red	
Cross	 camp.	
The	 mayor	 of	
the	 town	 se-
lected	 the	 place	
for	 us.	 A	 school	
for	 200	 chil-
dren	 once	 stood	
there.	 Girls	 in	
the	 morning,	
co-eds	in	the	af-
ternoon.	 When	
the	 earthquake	
struck	 on	 the	 af-
ternoon	 of	 Janu-
ary	12,	2010,	 for-
ty	kids	died	under	

their	school.	

An	 Austrian	 Red	 Crosser	
gave	 me	 pictures	 of	 the	 day	
they	 used	 bulldozers	 to	 push	
back	 the	 rubble.	 I	 can’t	 imag-
ine	 their	 alternating	 sadness	
and	 determination,	 urgently	
making	way	for	aid	to	bring	life	
to	that	community	in	the	very	
place	 where	 children	 died.	
Just	 hours	 after	 completing	
their	grim	task,	precious	clean	
drinking	 water	 fl	owed	 out	 to	
survivors.

Today,	 a	 long	 mountain	 of	
rubble	 looms	 along	 one	 side	 of	
the	courtyard,	dwarfi	ng	the	Red	
Cross	 tents.	 In	 the	 dust	 under	
your	feet,	you’ll	occasionally	fi	nd	
a	tattered	hymnal,	a	face	smiling	
out	 of	 a	 wallet-sized	 school	 portrait,	 a	
teeth-marked	 pencil,	 a	 scrap	 of	 note-
book	 paper	 with	 small	 and	 large	 case	
letters	handwritten	line	after	line...

The	 courtyard	now	buzzes	with	 relief	
activities.	Giant	yellow	bladders	 lay	on	
the	 ground,	
swollen	 with	
50,000	liters	of	
freshly	 purifi	ed	
water	 drawn	
from	an	on-site	
well.	 Tankers	
stream	 in	 and	
out	all	day	fi	ll-
ing	 up	 to	 re-
plenish	 smaller	
bladders	 at	 ev-
ery	camp	in	the	
area.	 There,	
where	it’s	need-
ed	 most,	 racks	
of	 spigots	 offer	
refreshing	 water	
to	anyone,	any-
time.	Relief	trucks	arrive	from	Port-au-
Prince	each	night,	 full	of	 the	 supplies	
people	 need.	 They	 leave	 after	 empty-
ing	 their	 contents	 into	 the	 hands	 of	
grateful	Haitians.	Mass	sanitation	spe-
cialists	 spend	 their	 days	 walking	 with	
local	 leaders	 through	 the	 camps	 and	
return	 at	 night	 to	 work	 out	 plans	 for	
enough	latrines,	garbage	clean-up	pro-
grams	and	hand-washing	campaigns	to	
keep	people	healthy.

Haiti’s	 recovery	 has	 just	 begun	 and	
people	(rightly)	expect	our	trusted	or-
ganizations	to	see	it	through.	Like	the	
Episcopal	Church,	 the	Red	Cross	will	

be	in	Haiti	for	the	long	haul.	Why?	Far	
beyond	 any	 glorious	 mission	 or	 noble	
duty,	both	are	grass	roots	organizations	
of,	by	and	for	the	people	–	in	this	case,	
Haitian	 people.	 To	 a	 person,	 every	
Haitian	 has	 been	 affected	 by	 this	
earthquake,	proving	once	again	 that	

disaster	 is	 the	 great	 equalizer.	 Hai-
tians	 have	 no	 choice	 but	 to	 rebuild	
their	 country.	 They	 have	 no	 choice	
but	 to	 live	 every	 day	 on	 the	 front	
lines	of	Haiti’s	resurrection.	We,	too,	
have	no	choice.	We	must	continue	to	
support	our	brothers	and	sisters	–	not	
out	of	pity	or	misguided	superiority	–	
but	because	it’s	what	families	do.		

[Winnie Romeril is the daughter of Canon 
Gwendolyn Jane and Robert Romeril and 
works for the Mercy Flight Division of the 
American Red Cross.] 

Red Cross workers move back the rubble where 40 children 
died in their school to make room for a massive life-giving relief 
operation for the surrounding community. (Austrian Red 
Cross/Andrea Richter)

American Red Cross volunteer Winnie Romeril carries a weary child to a fi rst aid 
post in Croix Desprez, Haiti. (American Red Cross/Talia Frenkel)

Winnie Romeril, American Red Cross, International Disaster Response 
Volunteer, carries Estphane Shan in Croix Desprez, Haiti. (American 
Red Cross/Talia Frenkel)

After hiding under these desks, Red Cross workers escaped out of the wall and set 
up an open-air fi rst aid post. (American Red Cross/Winnie Romeril)
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In	a	few	days	it	will	be	Easter.	As	we	
get	ready	for	the	feast,	it	is	always	worth	
asking	how	we	enter	into	its	reality.	This	
is	not	just	a	contemporary	question,	but	
also	one	that	faced	the	very	fi	rst	believers.

In	John’s	gospel	Mary	Magdalene	sees	
that	 the	 stone	 has	 been	 rolled	 away	
from	 Jesus’	 tomb.	 Despite	 all	 of	 Jesus’	
teaching,	 she	 assumes	 what	 any	 of	 us	
would,	that	there’s	been	a	grave	robbery.	
How	much	 trouble	have	we	had	when	
we	 have	 made	 assumptions	 and	 didn’t	
check	things	out?

In	any	event,	Mary	runs	to	the	leader-
ship	 and	 tells	 them	not	 that	 the	 stone	
is	 gone,	 but	 that	 the	 grave	 has	 been	
robbed.	 Peter	 and	 the	 “beloved	 disci-
ple”	(who	is	John	or	the	reader	or	both	
in	John’s	plan)	go	off	to	the	tomb,	and	
it	 is	 interesting	 to	 note	 what	 they	 see	
and	 don’t	 see.	 Peter	 climbs	 down	 into	
the	tomb	and	sees	the	burial	wrappings	
emptied.	The	beloved	climbs	down	into	
the	tomb,	sees	about	that	“and	believes,”	
but	we	don’t	know	exactly	what	he	be-
lieves,	as	John	is	careful	to	note	that	he	
doesn’t	know	the	scriptures	yet.

It	is	Mary	who	stays	when	the	other	
two	have	 left	who	 is	 the	 focus	of	 the	
story.	 We	 see	 her	 grief,	 and	 we	 note	
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By BiShoP PAUL V. mArShALL

Entering into the reality of Easter
that,	 as	 with	 her	 conclusion	 about	 the	
stone,	the	depth	of	her	grief	determines	
what	she	perceives	and	what	she	thinks	
she	knows	about	 it.	She	isn’t	expecting	
to	 see	 Jesus,	 so	 she	 doesn’t.	 He	 has	 to	
come	to	her,	and	does.

Mary’s	 grief	 and	 wrong	 assumptions	
were	not	answered	by	an	argument,	but	
by	 a	 relationship,	 by	 that	 voice	 that	
knew	her.	You	can’t	argue	about	whether	
or	not	Easter	is	true	any	more	than	you	
can	argue	about	whether	or	not	you	can	
swim	–	you	have	to	get	into	the	water.	

Except	 for	 the	 extraordinarily	 small	
number	 of	 people	 who	 have	 over-
whelming	 mystical	 experiences,	 the	
only	way	most	of	us	fi	nd	out	if	the	risen	
Christ	 is	 not	 only	 alive	 but	 present	
and	available	is	to	try	to	live	with	him	
every	 day	 for	 fi	fty	 days,	 to	 participate	
in	his	life	through	prayer,	acts	of	love,	
and	participation	in	the	life	of	his	body	
the	Church.	Watch	and	listen	for	signs	
of	a	new	reality;	practice	assuming	that	
death	does	not	rule.	And	listen	for	Jesus’	
voice.		At	the	Easter	celebration	we	de-
bate	nothing	–	we	do	invite	people	into	
community	as	we	go	to	meet	him.	

When	we	say	in	the	Liturgy,	“Christ	
has	 died,	 Christ	 is	 risen,	 Christ	 will	
come	again,”	we	are	saying	something	
about	 ourselves	 as	 followers	 of	 Jesus,	
and	 our	 ability	 to	 swim	 the	 waters	 of	
life.	 There	 are	 tremendous	 claims	 in	
that	refrain.	We	say	that	our	destiny	is	
the	same	as	Christ’s.	

We’re	 swimming	 when	 we	 live	 into	
his	life:	we	are	swimming	when	we	are	

people	 who	 face	 challenges,	 who	 may	
face	dying	in	the	process,	and	who	in	and	
through	 it	 all	 know	 vindication	 and	 life	
in	 Jesus	 Christ.	 Acting	 like	 that	 is	 true,	
like	we	each	are	meant	to	be	victors,	to	be	
more	than	grazing	animals;	that	is	what	it	
means	to	have	faith	to	swim.	

In	many	churches,	the	Sunday	School	
children	take	a	moment	during	the	Eas-
ter	liturgy	to	fi	nd	the	Alleluia	that	was	
buried	 or	 hidden	 at	 the	 beginning	 of	
Lent.	 A	 way	 to	 understand	 the	 angel’s	
charge	to	encounter	Jesus	is	to	look	for	
the	 Alleluia	 in	 my	 own	 heart,	 and	 to	
fi	nd	and	bring	it	out	in	others.	

We	 don’t	 go	 hunting	 for	 Alleluia	
just	 to	 have	 a	 nice	 day	 or	 cheer	 up	
other	 people.	 We	 do	 it	 so	 that	 our	
children	will	know	that	there	is	much	
more	to	life	than	the	grim	business	of	
keeping	 up	 with	 the	 Joneses.	 There	
is	 the	 adventure	 of	 fi	nding	 oneself	
in	 God	 as	 we	 seek	 the	 greatest	 good;	
the	 highest	 and	 best	 use	 of	 our	 lives,	
no	matter	what	else	is	going	on,	even	
crucifi	xions.	Take	a	risk;	take	a	risk	to	be	
excellent,	productive,	imaginative.	

That	 is,	 there	 is	 practical	 value	 in	
this	 celebration.	 God	 made	 Jesus	 to	
live	a	certain	kind	of	 life,	and	he	did	
it,	 despite	 the	 inconvenience,	 pain,	
and	death	–	and	Easter	vindicates	that	
life	and	how	it	was	lived.	If	you	and	I	
take	 the	trouble	 to	ask	what	 thing	or	
things	God	has	made	us	to	accomplish	
and	to	go	for	them	hammer	and	tong,	
despite	 inconvenience	 or	 death,	 we	
are	vindicated	already.	

How much 
trouble have 
we had when 
we have made 
assumptions 

and didn’t check 
things out? 

No	matter	what	people	may	do	to	us,	
the	future	is	possible.	The	parts	of	us	that	
fear,	the	parts	that	stumble,	the	parts	that	
regret	and	grieve	–	all	the	parts	of	us,	the	
genius	 and	 the	bumbler	 that	 is	 in	 each	
and	every	person,	hear	in	the	Easter	Al-
leluia	that	the	future	is	possible:	possible,	
accessible,	and	ours	in	Jesus	Christ.	Eas-
ter	calls	us	to	live	into	that	joyful	truth	
every	 day,	 as	 agents	 of	 God’s	 love,	 and	
as	creatures	who	were	designed	to	thrive,	
and	enjoy	doing	so.

Beijing Circles: Women of Faith Changing the World
By Jo trePAGnier

I	returned	from	my	CREDO	confer-
ence	last	spring	with	a	strong	desire	to	
continue	 to	 be	 part	 of	 a	 small	 prayer	
group.	Coincidently,	at	this	conference	
I	 learned	 about	 a	 prayer	 curriculum	
designed	 by	 the	 Women’s	 Ministries	
of	the	Episcopal	Church	called	Beijing	
Circles.	A	small	group	of	Nativity	Ca-
thedral	women	gathered	this	fall	to	try	
the	 resource	 material,	 to	 learn	 about	
the	platform’s	objectives,	 and	 to	pray	
and	grow	together.	For	the	most	part,	
we	began	as	 strangers	 –	 spread	 across	
ages	of	fi	ve	decades.	Now,	at	the	con-
clusion	of	our	experiment,	we	are	a	fam-
ily	–	of	sisters.	I’d	like	to	tell	you	about	
this	experiment	and	ask	you	to	consider	
if	this	path	might	fi	t	into	your	parish	or	
personal	prayer	life.

The	 circle	 process	 connects	 scrip-
ture	 and	 prayer	 with	 the	 12	 critical	
areas	 of	 concern	 of	 the	 Beijing	 Plat-

form	(a	special	1995	UN	gathering	of	
women	 from	 around	 the	 world).	 The	
issues	 are	 women	 and:	 poverty,	 educa-
tion,	 health,	 violence,	 war,	 economy,	
decision-making,	 advancement,	 human	
rights,	the	media,	the	environment	and	
the	girl-child.	These	very	inclusive	cir-
cles	 (like	 sewing	 circles	 of	 old)	 allow	
for	all	voices	to	be	heard,	and	include	
space	for	the	Holy	Spirit	to	enter.	The	
curriculum	 follows	 a	 model	 of	 Edu-
cation/Refl	ection/Action	 allowing	 a	
group	 to	 advocate	 within	 the	 church	
and	the	world	to	bring	positive	change.

Our	group	rotated	 leadership	and	de-
votions	 for	 each	 issue,	 and	 we	 leaned	
greatly	 on	 the	 book	 Half	 the	 Sky	 by	
Nicholas	 Kristof	 and	 Sheryl	 WuDunn	
and	Lifting	Women’s	Voices	–	Prayers	to	
Change	 the	World.	The	 resource	guide	
points	 you	 to	 many	 informational	 web	
sites	and	newsletters,	as	well	as	scripture	
readings	and	devotions.

Beijing	 Circles	 exist	 around	 the	 An-
glican	 Communion	 and	 many	 of	 these	
people	will	meet	at	the	United	Nations	
Commission	on	the	Status	of	Women	in	
New	York	City	this	month.	Circles,	like	
ours,	could	exist	throughout	our	diocese.	
The	fl	exibility	of	the	guide	is	important	
and	can	be	used	just	as	we	did,	or	as	an	
Adult	forum	series,	a	quiet	day,	a	youth	
group	or	simply	as	opening	devotions	for	
any	church	meeting.	With	so	much	fl	ex-
ibility,	we	stumbled	many	times;	and	we	
would	be	glad	to	share	our	learnings	with	
any	group	that	might	consider	gathering.

The	groups	are	generally	women	and	
quite	 small	 with	 a	 recommendation	 of	
four	 to	eight	people.	We	met	 for	 about	
one	hour	each	week	for	four	months,	but	
the	class	could	be	completed	in	six	weeks	
and	would	probably	work	better	 at	one	
and	 a	 half	 hours.	 The	 gathering	 could	
also	 be	 interfaith	 or	 intergenerational	
(mother	and	daughters	for	example)	Re-

source	material	is	available	for	FREE	from	
episcopalchurch.org/41685_73656_
ENG_HTM.htm?menupage=73689.

The	 Beijing	 Platform	 list	 of	 issues	
can	be	overwhelming	and	you	may	feel	
helpless	about	beginning	to	be	part	of	
positive	change	in	the	world.	I	was	per-
sonally	moved	by	a	Tanzanian	expres-
sion	used	in	the	guide.	When	a	young	
girl	was	asked	about	the	overwhelming	
effort	 to	 clean	 her	 whole	 house	 she	
said,	 “You	 have	 to	 begin	 by	 sweeping	
your	own	feet”.	

We	welcome	your	questions.	The	fol-
lowing	is	a	list	of	members.

	 Jo	Trepagnier
	 Laura	Chegwidden
	 Karen	Kitabwala
	 The	Rev.	Mariclair	Partee
	 Ruth	Walden



 www.diobeth.org      Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org

April 2010	 												diocesanlife	 A3

Christ’s own for ever
At	 each	 Easter	 Vigil,	 we	 hear	 St.	

Paul’s	 famous	 Epistle	 exploring	 our	
union	 with	 Christ	 in	 his	 death	 and	
in	his	 resurrection	through	our	Bap-
tism:	 “Do	 you	 not	 know	 that	 all	 of	 us	
who	have	been	baptized	into	Christ	Jesus	
were	baptized	into	his	death?		Therefore	
we	have	been	buried	with	him	by	bap-
tism	 into	 death,	 so	 that,	 just	 as	 Christ	
was	raised	from	the	dead	by	the	glory	of	
the	Father,	so	we	too	might	walk	in	new-
ness	of	life”	(Romans	6:3-4).

Over	the	years,	I	have	so	accepted	
St.	Paul’s	identification	of	each	of	us	
with	Christ’s	 death	 and	 resurrection	
that	I	have	often	thought	that	at	our	
births	 and	 certainly	 at	 our	 Baptisms	
something	of	Christ’s	dead	body	 lies	
buried	 in	 each	 of	 us.	 	 And	 when	 it	
is	 raised	 in	 us,	 when	 we	 experience	
something	like	the	Easter	moment,	we	
are	raised	with	it	to	newness	and	abun-
dance	of	life.		It	is	the	moment,	in	the	
words	 of	 the	 Celebrant’s	 opening	 ad-
dress	to	the	people	at	the	Easter	Vigil,	
that	 “we	 share	 in”	 the	Lord’s	 “victory	
over	death”	(Prayer	Book,	page	285).

Another	word	for	this	moment,	for	
this	 transition,	 is	 conversion.	 	 And	
conversion	is	an	important	part	of	our	
Lenten	 observance.	 	 Lent	 “provided	
a	time	in	which	converts	to	the	faith	
were	 prepared	 for	 Holy	 Baptism,”	 as	
we	heard	on	Ash	Wednesday	(Prayer	
Book,	 page	 265).	 	 Conversion	 is	 an	
important	part	of	our	mission:	we	are	
to	be	 converted,	 and	we	are	 to	 con-
vert	 others	 to	 the	 faith	 for	 our	 mis-
sion	as	Christians	to	be	done	and	for	
the	Father’s	will	to	be	done.

Every	 Lent	 I	 watch	 John	 Mor-
timer’s	 faithful	 adaptation	 to	 tele-
vision	 in	 1981	 of	 Evelyn	 Waugh’s	
1944	 novel	 Brideshead	 Revis-
ited.	 	 The	 sensuality	 of	 the	 text,	
the	 sumptuous	 settings	 and	 cos-
tumes,	 and	 the	 superb	 actors	 make	
it	 irresistible.	 	 Jeremy	 Irons,	 John	
Gielgud,	 Lawrence	 Olivier,	 Claire	
Bloom,	and	Anthony	Andrews	lead	
the	 cast.	 	 Castle	 Howard	 in	 York-
shire	 is	 the	 fictitious	 Brideshead;	
the	Palazzo	Barbaro	is	Lord	March-
main’s	 house	 along	 Venice’s	 Grand	
Canal.		And	so	it	is,	perhaps,	an	odd	
choice	for	Lent.		But	the	novel	con-
cerns	 conversion,	 and	 it	 is	 one	 of	
only	 a	 handful	 of	 novels	 with	 it	 for	
a	 principal	 subject.	 	 Charles	 Ryder,	
the	 protagonist	 and	 narrator,	 Julia	
Flyte	 Mottram,	 his	 adulterous	 lover,	
and	Lord	Marchmain,	her	 father,	 all	
convert	 from	 their	 “notorious	 sins”	
to	the	life	of	faith.	 	All	three	experi-
ence	that	Easter	moment	and	ratify	 it	
with	 an	 assent	 of	 the	 will	 confirming	
and	setting	forth	their	repentance	and	
amendment	of	life.		In	all	three	Christ	
passes	over	 from	death	to	 life,	and	all	
three	“share	in	his	victory	over	death.”		
All	 three	 discover,	 in	 St.	 Paul’s	 words,	
their	 Baptism	 into	 Christ’s	 death	 and	
resurrection.		I	find	the	eleven	episodes	
deeply	moving.

Part	 of	 the	 reason,	 I	 suspect,	 that	
Christian	authors	write	so	few	novels	
about	conversion	 involves	how	hard	
it	 is	 to	 portray	 believably.	 	 Waugh	

handles	 that	artistic	and	 theological	
problem	deftly.		Charles	tells	the	story	
of	 the	 novel	 from	 the	 perspective	 of	
having	been	converted,	but	only	occa-
sionally	does	he	hint	that	he	has	been	
converted.	 	 Suspense	 on	 that	 point	
Waugh	keeps	pulled	very	taught.

Early	 in	 the	 novel,	 Charles	 and	
Julia’s	 brother,	 Sebastian,	 have	 a	
romantic	 friendship,	
too,	 and	 in	 the	 midst	
of	it	Charles	observes:	
“Sebastian’s	 faith	 was	
an	 enigma	 to	 me	 at	
that	 time,	 but	 not	
one	 which	 I	 felt	 par-
ticularly	concerned	to	
solve.	 	 I	 had	 no	 reli-
gion.	 	 I	 was	 taken	 to	
church	 weekly	 as	 a	
child,	 and	 at	 school	
attended	 chapel	 dai-
ly,	 but,	 as	 though	 in	
compensation,	 from	
the	 time	 I	 went	 to	
my	 public	 school	 I	
was	 excused	 church	
in	 the	 holidays.	 	 The	
view	 implicit	 in	 my	 education	 was	
that	the	basic	narrative	of	Christian-
ity	had	long	been	exposed	as	a	myth,	
and	 that	 opinion	 was	 now	 divided	
as	 to	 whether	 its	 ethical	 teaching	
was	 of	 present	 value,	 a	 division	 in	
which	the	main	weight	went	against	
it;	 religion	was	 a	hobby	which	 some	
people	professed	and	others	did	not;	
at	 the	 best	 it	 was	 slightly	 ornamen-
tal,	 at	 the	worst	 it	was	 the	province	
of	 ‘complexes’	 and	 ‘inhibitions’—
catchwords	 of	 the	 decade—and	 of	
the	intolerance,	hypocrisy,	and	sheer	
stupidity	 attributed	 to	 it	 for	 centu-
ries.	 	 No	 one	 had	 ever	 suggested	 to	
me	 that	 these	 quaint	 observances	
expressed	 a	 coherent	 philosophic	
system	 and	 intransigent	 historical	
claims;	nor,	had	they	done	so,	would	
I	have	been	much	interested.”

But	 that	 exactly	 charts	 the	 course	
of	Charles’	 conversion.	 	He	begins	by	
thinking	Christianity	a	myth	and	ends	
by	thinking	it	a	“coherent	philosophic	
system.”	 	 When	 he	 visits	 Brideshead,	
the	 ancestral	 home	 of	 the	 Flytes,	 he	
undergoes	 an	 esthetic	 baptism,	 a	
conversion	 of	 taste	 anticipating	 his	
religious	one	and	utilizing	the	images	
of	religious	rebirth.		He	visits	Brides-
head	 and	 absorbs	 its	 style	 and	 the	
religion	that	enlivens	and	ennobles	
it:	 “This	 was	 my	 conversion	 to	 the	
baroque.		Here	under	that	high	and	
insolent	 dome,	 under	 those	 tricky	
ceilings;	 here,	 as	 I	 passed	 through	
those	arches	and	broken	pediments	
to	 the	 pillared	 shade	 beyond	 and	
sat,	 hour	 by	 hour,	 before	 the	 foun-
tain,	probing	 its	 shadows,	 tracing	 its	
lingering	 echoes,	 rejoicing	 in	 all	 its	
clustered	 feats	 of	 daring	 and	 inven-
tion,	 I	 felt	 a	 whole	 new	 system	 of	
nerves	alive	within	me,	as	 though	
the	 water	 that	 spurted	 and	 bub-
bled	among	its	stones	was	indeed	a	
life-giving	 spring.”	 	 Both	 of	 these	
passages	make	 it,	by	 the	way,	 into	
Mortimer’s	adaptation.

But	 how	 does	 Waugh	 depict	 the	
delicate	 relationship	 of	 God	 and	
people,	and	with	what	figure	does	he	
touch	upon	it?		The	depiction	and	the	
figure	are	the	novel’s	thematic	state-
ment:	“I	wonder	if	you	remember	the	
story	 Mummy	 read	 us	 the	 evening	
Sebastian	 first	 got	 drunk—I	 mean	
the	bad	evening.	 	Father	Brown	said	
something	 like	 ‘I	 caught	 him’	 (the	
thief)	 ‘with	 an	 unseen	 hook	 and	 an	
invisible	 line	 which	 is	 long	 enough	
to	let	him	wander	to	the	ends	of	the	
world	and	still	to	bring	him	back	with	

a	 twitch	 upon	 the	
thread.’”		The	source	
of	 the	 quotation	 is	
G.	 K.	 Chesterton’s	
story	 “The	 Queer	
Feet,”	 in	 which	 Fa-
ther	 Brown	 catches	
the	 thief,	 hears	 his	
confession,	 and	 lets	
him	go.	 	In	the	nov-
el,	Cordelia,	sister	of	
Sebastian	 and	 Julia,	
offers	 the	quotation,	
as	 she	 explains	 to	
Charles	 how	 her	 fa-
ther,	 Sebastian,	 and	
Julia	 might	 easily	
return	 to	 the	 faith.		
In	 the	 adaptation,	

Lady	 Marchmain,	 brilliantly	 por-
trayed	 by	 Claire	 Bloom,	 reads	 the	
story	aloud	on	the	evening	Cordelia	
mentions	in	the	novel.

So,	Chesterton	and	Waugh	suggest,	
for	our	consideration,	that	an	unseen	
hook	catches	us	and	that	an	invisible	
line	runs	to	the	Fisherman	who	draws	
us	 in.	 	So	be	 it.	 	A	 twitch	upon	 the	
thread	and	Christ	rises	to	new	life	in	
us	 showing	 the	 bond	 established	 in	
our	 Baptisms	 to	 be	 indissoluble	 and	
showing	 St.	 Paul’s	 identification	 of	
us	 with	 Christ’s	 death	 and	 resurrec-
tion	 to	 be	 correct	 and	 an	 important	
reminder	we	all	need	to	hear.

The	 climax	 of	 the	 novel	 and	 the	
adaptation,	 I	 have	 always	 thought,	
occurs	 as	 a	 priest	 ministers	 to	 Lord	
Marchmain	who	 lies	at	death’s	door.		
The	 priest	 anoints	 him	 and	 gives	
him	 a	 blessing.	 	 “Suddenly	 Lord	
Marchmain	 moved	 his	 hand	 to	 his	
forehead;	 I	 thought	 he	 had	 felt	 the	
touch	 of	 the	 chrism	 and	 was	 wiping	
it	away.	 ‘O	God,’	 I	prayed,	 ‘don’t	 let	
him	do	that.’		But	there	was	no	need	
for	fear;	the	hand	moved	slowly	down	
his	 breast,	 then	 to	 his	 shoulder,	 and	

Lord	 Marchmain	 made	 the	 sign	 of	
the	cross.		Then	I	knew	that	the	sign	
I	had	asked	for	was	not	a	little	thing,	
not	a	passing	nod	of	recognition,	and	
a	 phrase	 came	 back	 to	 me	 from	 my	
childhood	 of	 the	 veil	 of	 the	 temple	
being	rent	from	top	to	bottom.”

In	the	adaptation	Charles	kneels	as	
Lord	 Marchmain	 completes	 the	 sign	
of	the	cross,	an	appropriate	addition,	
for	 Charles’	 conversion	 occurs	 out-
side	the	narrative.		When	he	returns	
to	Brideshead	during	the	war,	he	vis-
its	 the	 chapel	 and	 gives	 us	 the	 evi-
dence	of	his	conversion:	“The	chapel	
showed	 no	 ill-effects	 of	 its	 long	 ne-
glect;	 the	 art-nouveau	 lamp	 burned	
once	 more	 before	 the	 altar.	 	 I	 said	
a	 prayer,	 an	 ancient,	 newly	 learned	
form	 of	 words,	 and	 left,	 turning	 to-
wards	the	camp;	and	as	I	walked	back,	
and	 the	 cookhouse	 bugle	 sounded	
ahead	of	me,	I	thought:—The	build-
ers	 did	 not	 know	 the	 uses	 to	 which	
their	work	would	descent;	they	made	
a	 new	 house	 with	 the	 stone	 of	 the	
old	 castle;	 year	 by	 year,	 generation	
after	 generation,	 they	 enriched	 and	
extended	 it;	 year	 by	 year	 the	 great	
harvest	of	timber	in	the	park	grew	to	
ripeness;	until,	in	sudden	frost,	came	
the	 age	 of	 Hooper;	 the	 place	 was	
desolate	and	the	work	all	brought	to	
nothing;	 Quomodo	 sedet	 sola	 civi-
tas.		Vanity	of	vanities,	all	is	vanity.”		
Hooper	 is	a	 raw	and	unpolished	pla-
toon	commander	without	much	edu-
cation	or	sensibility.

For	 centuries,	 we	 Christians	 have	
enshrined	 the	 Easter	 moment,	 that	
moment	when	Christ’s	historical	and	
bodily	 resurrection	 brings	 us	 back	
to	 life,	on	“the	Sunday	after	 the	 full	
moon	 that	 occurs	 on	 or	 after	 the	
spring	equinox	on	March	21”	(Prayer	
Book,	 page	 880).	 	 That	 day	 reminds	
us	of	 the	day	when	Christ	 rose	 from	
the	dead.	 	But	 a	 simple	 twitch	upon	
the	 thread	 can	 make	 that	 moment	
occur	 at	 any	 time	 and	 at	 any	 place	
however	far	we’ve	proudly	wandered.		
For	we	are	Christ’s	own	for	ever,	and	
we	continue	for	ever	in	the	risen	life	
of	Jesus	Christ	our	Savior.

Quotations	 from	 Evelyn	 Waugh,	
Brideshead Revisited	(1944;	New	York:	
Back	Bay	Books,	2008).
[The Ven. Howard Stringfellow is Archdeacon 
for the Diocese of Bethlehem and supply priest for 
Good Shepherd Scranton.]

By ArchdeAcon howArd StrinGfeLLow

Creating a Culture of Peace training
Creating	a	Culture	of	Peace	(CCP)

is	an	innovative	program	providing	a	
holistic	 and	 practical	 foundation	 in	
active	 nonviolence	 which	 is	 a	 spir-
itually-grounded	 process	 for	 bring-
ing	about	change.	 It	urges	 respectful	
engagement	with	opponents,	 instead	
of	confrontation	and	teaches	how	to	
respond	constructively.	

CCP	 training	 responds	 to	 General	
Convention	 resolutions	 and	 funding	
to	 change	 our	 culture	 and	 to	 make	
nonviolence	 training	 and	 peace	
education	 available	 throughout	 the	
Church.	 It	has	been	offered	 to	Epis-
copal	 dioceses,	 seminaries,	 confer-
ences	 and	 congregations	 across	 the	
country,	 as	well	 as	 to	military	veter-

ans,	colleges,	peace	groups	and	other	
faith	groups.		

The	 third	CCP	 training	 sponsored	
by	 the	 Diocesan	 Peace	 Commission	
is	 3	 Days:	 	 April	 30,	 8:30	 a.m.–6:00	
p.m.;	 May	 1,	 8:30	 a.m.–6:00	 p.m.;	
May	 2,	 1:00-6:00	 p.m.	 and	 will	 be	
conducted	 at	 Cathedral	 Church	 of	
the	Nativity,	Bethlehem.	Facilitators	
are	 The	 Rev.	 T.	 Michael	 Rock	 and	
Barbara	Gessner.	Cost:	Episcopalians	
and	 Students	 $45,	 all	 others	 $120	
with	 scholarships	 available.	 To	 reg-
ister	or	 for	more	 information,	please	
contact	 Candis	 Siatkowski,	 	 610-
670-5478	 	 or	 candiss3@comcast.net.	
Deadline	for	registration	is	April	9th.
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Bishop Anthony brings New Hope here
By KAt LehmAn

During	the	first	week	of	March,	Bishop	
Anthony	 Poggo,	 of	 our	 companion	 Dio-
cese	of	Kajo	Keji,	visited	our	diocese	at	the	
request	of	Bishop	Paul.

Bishop	 Anthony	 met	 with	 Bishop	 Paul,	
members	 of	 the	 World	 Mission	 Commis-
sion,	delegates	to	General	Convention,	and	
selected	clergy	 to	discuss	 specific	 issues	and	
concerns	 revolving	 around	 our	 companion	
relationship.	 In	 addition,	 he	 attended	 the	
clergy	Bible	studies	in	Wilkes-Barre	at	Holy	
Cross	and	in	Bethlehem	at	Nativity.

While	here,	Bishop	Anthony	gave	pre-
sentations	at	St.	Stephen’s	Pro-Cathedral,	
Wilkes-Barre;	 Christ	 Church,	 Reading,	
and	Church	of	the	Redeemer,	Sayre.	The	
presentations	 highlighted	 the	 completed	
building	 construction	 at	 the	 college,	 Ro-

mogi,	 and	 Gaderu.	 During	 the	 presenta-
tion,	Bishop	Anthony	also	stressed	the	im-
portance	of	primary	education	in	building	
a	foundation	of	literacy	to	combat	poverty	
and	disease.	“You	are	bringing	hope	where	
we	had	none	and	we	are	grateful,”	he	said	
to	the	crowd	in	Reading.

Of	particular	interest	were	his	comments	
on	the	current	political	climate	 in	Sudan	
as	it	readies	for	the	first	election	since	gain-
ing	 independence	 from	 Great	 Britain	 in	
the	1950s.	This	will	be	the	first	time	most	
Sudanese	will	have	an	opportunity	to	elect	
their	own	government	and	the	first	time	he	
personally	will	be	able	to	vote.

On	Friday,	March	5,	the	youth	met	with		
Bishop	Anthony	to	discuss	life	and	culture	
in	Kajo	Keji.	When	asked	about	school,	he	

said	that	most	children	walk	several	miles	
to	get	to	the	nearest	school	often	with	no	
roads.	 Before	 the	 New	 Hope	 Campaign	
and	 even	 now,	 “school”	 was	 held	 under	
mango	trees.	Consequently,	in	poor	weath-
er,	classes	couldn’t	be	conducted.	With	the	
new	primary	schools,	classes	can	be	held	in	
a	much	more	conducive	environment.	In	
the	Sudan	it	is	a	privilege	to	be	educated	
and	it	is	very	costly	for	parents	to	send	their	
children	 to	 secondary	 or	 higher	 schools.	
There	are	few	if	any	university	level	slots	
for	students	and	the	competition	is	fierce.	

Bishop	 Anthony	 preached	 at	 Church	
of	the	Redeemer,	Sayre	on	Sunday,	March	
7.	In	his	message	of	stewardship,	he	stated	
there	 are	 three	 types	 of	 givers;	 those	 like	
stone,	those	 like	a	sponge,	and	those	 like	
honeycomb.	Givers	like	stone	you	have	to	

hit	 with	 a	 hammer	 to	 get	 anything	 from	
them	and	they	are	reluctant	givers.	Those	
givers	 like	sponges,	you	have	to	squeeze	
to	get	anything	from	them	and	they	are	
fearful	givers.	But	those	like	honeycomb	
give	 their	 riches	 freely	 and	are	 cheerful	
givers.	He	congratulated	the	diocese	on	
being	honeycomb	givers	and	thanked	ev-
eryone	to	date	for	their	contributions	to	
the	New	Hope	Campaign.	

In	addition	to	his	meetings	and	presen-
tations,	Bishop	Anthony	also	had	an	op-
portunity	to	see	Trinity,	Bethlehem’s	Soup	
Kitchen,	New	Bethany	Ministries,	Trinity,	
Easton,	REACH	at	St.	Stephen’s,	Wilkes-
Barre,	and	tour	historic	Bethlehem.	

The	 following	 photos	 were	 taken	
during	his	recent	visit.

Bishop Anthony shares a smile during a meeting discussing the New Hope Campaign. Bishop Anthony, Archdeacon Stringfellow, Charlie Barebo, and Bishop Paul discuss building plans.

From left to right clockwise: Bishop An-
thony discusses the March 7 lectionary 
text with clergy colleagues at Holy Cross, 
Wilkes-Barre.

The audience at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathe-
dral, Wilkes-Barre, listen intently to the 
presentation. 

Mo. Laura Howell introduces Bishop An-
thony to the staff and guests at the Trinity 
Soup Kitchen, Bethlehem.

Jo Trepagnier and friends share a laugh 
with Bishop Anthony during the World 
Mission Commission dinner at Church of 
the Mediator, Allentown.

Photos by Kat Lehman
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Photos this page:
Upper left: Bishop Anthony greets Bishop Jack during the weekly Thursday morning staff meeting at Diocesan House.
Upper right: Bishop Paul, Deacon Miller and Dean Pompa look on as Bishop Anthony discusses the clergy structure of the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji at the clergy Bible study, Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem.
Middle left: Fr. Doug and Michelle Moyer listen to questions during the presentation at Christ Church, Reading.
Middle right: Bishop Anthony describes culture and lifestyle issues with members of the youth at Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem.
Immediate left: Lucy Kitch-Peck describes the architecture and scenery of historic Bethlehem during a recent walk with Bishop Anthony.
Lower left: Church of the Redeemer, Sayre hosted Bishop Anthony on Sunday, March 7 where he preached the sermon during 
their 10:30 A.M. worship services.
Lower right: Bishop Anthony and Bishop Paul look on as the children’s choir sings an anthem in honor of Bishop Anthony’s visit.



A6	 diocesanlife													 April 2010

www.diobeth.org      Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org

Reve l ing  in  Eas ter

By cAnon Anne e. Kitch

The	 brick	 doorway	 stands	 almost	
alone,	 one	 side	 connected	 to	 an	
old	 wall.	 It	 frames	 sunlit	 grass	 and	
shadow.	 Is	 it	 a	 ruin	 or	 a	 possibility?	
I	 might	 step	 through,	 or	 I	 might	
hang	 back.	 Or	 I	 might	 linger	 on	
the	 threshold	and	 imagine	 there	 is	
power	 in	 the	 transition	 it	 offers	 –	
the	 liminal	 possibility	 of	 leaving	
one	space	to	inhabit	another.	In	C.	
S.	Lewis’s	Prince	Caspian,	one	of	the	
stories	 in	 the	Chronicles	 of	Narnia,	
Aslan	 creates	 just	 such	 a	 doorway.	
Two	tall	stakes	of	wood,	with	a	third	
one	 lying	 across	 the	 top	 of	 them,	
form	a	sort	of	doorway	in	a	glade.	A	
doorway	 from	 nowhere	 to	 nowhere.	
Through	 this	 doorway	 Aslan	 offers	

new	 life	 to	 those	 who	 choose	 it,	
those	who	have	the	courage	to	trust	
in	him.

There	 is	 something	 mystical	 about	
going	 through	 a	 doorway,	 especially	
one	that	stands	by	itself,	leading	seem-
ingly	to	nowhere.	Like	the	doorway	in	
the	Japanese	Garden	my	family	visited	
several	 years	 ago.	 The	 simple	 wood-
en	 structure	 stood	 alone,	 beautifully	
framing	 the	 vista	 beyond.	 My	 then	
fi	ve-year-old	 insisted	 we	 enter	 from	
the	 proper	 side.	 How	 did	 she	 know	
which	 way	 was	 in?	 We	 all	 laughed	
and	 wondered	 if	 entering	 would	 lead	
us	to	a	magical	land.	I	have	to	admit:	
I	 paused.	 Dare	 I	 enter?	 Dare	 I	 open	
myself	to	the	transforming	experience	
that	doorway	offered?

Crossing	a	threshold	is	a	liminal	expe-
rience,	one	that	is	not	so	much	an	end	
in	 itself	 as	 a	 movement	 toward	 some-
thing	 new.	 It	 is	 always	 mysterious.	 No	
matter	what	we	believe	to	be	across	the	
threshold,	we	can	only	truly	know	after	
we	have	crossed	over.	I	suspect	at	times	

we	linger	on	the	doorstep,	savoring	past	
experiences	 or	 avoiding	 new	 ones.	 Or	
we	might	be	 so	 enamored	of	 the	door-
way	 itself	 that	 we	 never	 explore	 the	
space	beyond.	As	we	once	again	prepare	
to	enter	 the	Easter	 season,	what	might	
we	discover?

We	 are	 perhaps	 more	 familiar	 with	
traversing	 the	 forty	 days	 of	 Lent	 than	
reveling	 in	 the	 fi	fty	 days	 of	 Easter.	 In	
its	 wisdom,	 our	 church	 has	 set	 aside	
The	Great	Fifty	Days	of	Easter	stretch-
ing	from	the	dawn	of	Easter	Day	to	the	
Feast	 of	 Pentecost.	 This	 is	 a	 time	 for	
delving	 into	 the	mysteries	of	our	 faith,	
refl	ecting	on	the	new	life	we	receive	at	
baptism,	and	experiencing	with	new	un-
derstanding	our	community	of	the	body	
of	Christ,	the	church.

I	 wonder	 if	 we	 know	 how	 to	 fully	
enter	 into	Easter.	We	have	crossed	 the	
threshold	 from	death	 into	 life	with	 Je-
sus.	But	what	do	we	make	of	 that?	We	
rush	 toward	 the	 exuberance	 of	 Easter	
Day	 casting	 aside	 the	 despair	 of	 Good	
Friday	 as	 we	 practically	 hurl	 ourselves	

into	 the	 Alleluia	 morning.	 Churches	
explode	 with	 Easter	 lilies,	 glorious	 an-
thems,	 festive	 outfi	ts,	 baskets	 of	 eggs	
and	 candy,	 family	 gatherings,	 and	 then	
we	 are	 through.	 Through	 to	 the	 Easter	
season	where	we	seem	so	quickly	to	shed	
our	 celebratory	 trappings	 for	 Monday	
morning	 mundanity.	 	 The	 Great	 Fifty	
Days	of	Easter	remind	us	we	are	invited	
to	 luxuriate	 in	 the	 Easter	 promise,	 to	
bathe	in	grace,	to	wallow	in	the	mystery	
of	new	life.		

[Anne E. Kitch is Canon for Formation in the 
Christian Faith for the Diocese of Bethlehem.]
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C r e d i b l e  W i t n e s s e s
By BiShoP BLAir coUch
morAViAn chUrch, northern ProVince

Canon Mariclair Partee and Dean Tony Pompa after the service at the 
Cathedral where Bishop Blair Couch preached on transfi guration.

Photo by maRICLaIR PaRtee

[Editor’s note: The following are excerpts from 
Bishop Couch’s sermon preached at Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity on February 14th. She also 
led a discussion at the adult forum on the upcom-
ing vote by the Moravian Church, Northern Prov-
ince regarding full communion with the Episcopal 
Church. The Northern Province will vote on the 
issue this June.]

In	 this	 age	 of	 information,	 credible	
witnesses	are	hard	to	come	by.		In	a	re-
cent	 poll	 reported	 by	 NPR,	 people	 no	
longer	accept	their	friends’	recommen-
dations	on	financial	matters.		And	they	
may	 be	 even	 more	 skeptical	 when	 it	
comes	to	matters	of	the	heart	and	soul.

But	 that	 is	precisely	what	Christ	 calls	
us	 to	 do	 –	 witness,	 and	 be	 –	 witnesses.		
And	that’s	one	of	the	reasons	I	fi	nd	my-
self	rooting	for	the	disciples	to	be	credible	
witnesses.		Hebrew	tradition	held	that	in	
order	for	a	charge	to	be	validated	it	had	
to	 be	 corroborated	 by	 two	 or	 three	 wit-
nesses.		Jesus	is	praying	and	the	disciples,	
not	for	the	last	time,	are	struggling	to	stay	
awake.		And	says	scripture,	since	they	did	
they	were	able	to	see	the	change	in	Jesus’	
appearance	and	Moses	and	Elijah	talking	
with	him	about	his	departure.	 	So,	good	
for	 them	 that	 they	were	 able	 to	witness	
this	miraculous	encounter	with	the	Holy.

But,	then	the	lack	of	comprehension	
becomes	 evident	 when	 Peter	 bumbles	
an	offer	 to	humanly	 accommodate	 the	
divine	visitors.			

Maybe	 it	 was	 the	 power,	 maybe	 it	
was	the	incredulity	of	the	event,	maybe	
from	 then	 on	 they	 did	 decide	 only	 to	
listen,	 but,	 they	 kept	 silent	 and	 never	
told	 anyone	 of	 the	 things	 they	 had	
seen.		It	took	a	while	before	they	became	
bold	witnesses	to	their	relationship	with	
God’s	Son,	God’s	Chosen.		

I	 want	 to	 root	 for	 the	 disciples	 be-
cause	 their	 story	 is	 so	 much	 our	 story.		
There	 are	 moments	 when	 God’s	 glory	
radically	 alters	 our	 contact	 with	 and	
understanding	 of	 ordinary	 life.	 	 Last	
April	on	a	Cursillo	weekend,	one	wom-
an	 finally	 experienced	 the	 presence	 of	

God	in	a	way	that	connected	her	head	
and	heart.	 	Another	woman	finally	re-
ceived	 and	 felt	 forgiveness.	 	 Both	 of	
these	women	view	their	once	ordinary	
lives	 differently	 as	 a	 result	 of	 contact	
with	the	glory	of	God.

There	 are	 also	 those	moments	when	
our	 altered	 reality	 begins	 to	 transform	
the	world	around	us.		Today	is	the	feast	
day	 of	 Saints	 Cyril	 and	 Methodius.		
These	 two	 brothers,	 born	 in	 Thessa-
lonica,	 turned	 their	 backs	 on	 promis-
ing	 secular	 careers	 to	 live	 in	 a	monas-
tery.		They	were	sent	to	evangelize	the	
people	of	the	Moravian	Empire	in	what	
we	 now	 know	 as	 the	 Czech	 Republic.		
They	 introduced	 Christianity	 in	 the	
Slavic	 language	 which	 Brother	 Cyril	
is	 credited	 with	 developing	 in	 written	
form.	 	 The	 Eastern	 Rite	 Church	 paved	
the	way	for	the	followers	of	Jan	Hus,	my	
Moravian	 forbearer,	 to	 found	 successful	
protestant	churches	in	Moravian	and	Bo-
hemia	 in	 the	1500’s.	 	Clearly,	Sts.	Cyril	
and	Methodius	lived	a	credible	Christian	
witness	which	transformed	history.

Mostly	 my	 Christian	 witness	 is	 more	
bumbling.	 	 The	 metaphor	 for	 my	 im-
mature	 faith	 is	 like	 the	 disciples	 on	 the	
mountain:	 	only	barely	awake.	 	We	may	
not	be	fully	aware	of	the	implications	of	
not	 knowing	 quite	 what	 we	 are	 saying.		
This	 came	 home	 to	 me	 quite	 powerful-
ly	 in	 a	 small	 group	 setting	 at	 Moravian	
Theological	Seminary.		

Each	 fall	 I	 facilitate	 a	 small	 group	 of	
fi	rst	 year	 seminarians	 in	 a	 class	 called	
Learning	As	Ministry.	 	 In	 this	group	we	
talk	 about	 adjustment	 to	 seminary	 life,	
share	our	 spiritual	 journeys	 and	our	 call	
stories,	 and	 examine	 our	 growth	 in	 our	
chosen	degree	program.		As	the	semester	
progresses,	the	students	get	to	know	each	
other	 well	 and	 discussion	 fl	ows	 freely.		
One	evening,	 the	discussion	provoked	a	
student	to	tell	a	joke	about	heaven,	with	
the	 requisite	 pearly	 gates	 and	 conversa-
tion	with	God.		One	member	of	the	group	
was	 a	Muslim	 student	 in	 the	Masters	 of	
Theological	Studies	program.	 	After	 the	
joke,	he	expressed	shock	and	dismay	that	

we	would	take	the	name	
of	 God	 so	 lightly.	 	 We	
found	 ourselves	 barely	
awake	as	we	intruded	on	
the	power	and	presence	
of	the	Divine.

There	 are	 times	
when	 our	 Christian	
witness	thins	in	a	sense	
of	 unworthiness.	 	 Isa-
iah	beheld	the	glory	of	
God	 and	declared	 that	
he	 was	 a	 man	 of	 un-
clean	lips	living	among	
a	people	of	unclean	lips.		
Peter’s	nets	were	full	to	
overfl	owing	and	he	 fell	
at	 Jesus’	 knees	 and	 cried	 out,	 “Go	 away	
from	me,	Lord,	I	am	a	sinful	man.”		The	
disciples	 are	 terrifi	ed	 when	 the	 cloud	 of	
God’s	glory	overshadows	them.		Coming	
face	to	face	with	God	lays	us	bare.		This	
is	the	One	to	whom	all	hearts	are	open,	
all	desires	known,	and	from	whom	no	se-
crets	 are	 hid.	 	 Greater	 people	 have	 had	
their	witness	compromised	because	of	the	
terrifying	feeling	of	not	measuring	up	to	
God’s	call	in	their	lives.

How	many	of	us	have	had	a	powerful	
encounter	with	the	Holy	and	kept	quiet	
because	 we	 fi	gure	 no	 one	 would	 believe	
us	anyway?		Students	in	seminary	fi	nd	it	a	
relief	to	be	able	to	share	their	call	stories.		
Often	 they	 involve	 dreams	 and	 visions	
and	 what	 many	 would	 call	 supernatural	
events.	 	 They	 have	 been	 reluctant	 to	
share,	fearing	ridicule	or	skepticism.	

We	may	even	be	 reluctant	 to	 share	
our	 deepest	 and	 most	 profound	 en-
counters	with	our	own	family	of	faith,	
worried	 that	 people	 might	 think	 we	
are	being	holier	than	thou.		The	lan-
guage	 of	 the	 supernatural	 has	 been	
co-opted	 	 by	 the	 paranormal	 and	 in	
some	ways	has	been	trivialized	by	the	
angel	themed	TV	shows	and	movies.

With	practice	and	guidance	from	Jesus,	
the	disciples	were	led	to	a	courageous	res-
urrection,	Spirit	fi	lled	place.		The	culmi-
nation	of	encounters	with	signs,	wonders,	
teachings	and	even	the	cloud	of	the	glory	

of	 God	 was	 the	 resurrection	 experience	
and	the	call	to	be	Jesus’	witnesses	 in	Je-
rusalem,	in	all	Judea,	and	Samaria	and	to	
the	ends	of	the	earth.

On	 the	 mountain	 of	 transfi	guration	
we,	from	our	vantage	point,	see	into	the	
narrative	 more	 clearly.	 	 We	 glimpse	 the	
transformation	 which	 comes	 from	 com-
muning	 heart	 to	 heart	 and	 face	 to	 face	
with	God	–	a	dazzling	appearance.		This	
is	what	it	means	to	be	a	called	and	chosen	
one.	 	Christ	 is	 radiant	and	we	are	privi-
leged	to	behold	his	glory.		We	are	called	
and	 chosen	 and	 beloved.	 	 This	 grace,	
then,	 begins	 to	 be	 identifi	ed	 as	 a	 super-
natural	 event	 in	 our	 lives.	 	 As	 we	 gaze	
on	the	glory	of	God	 in	the	 face	of	 Jesus	
Christ,	 our	 priorities	 are	 reordered	 and	
we	begin	to	change	from	within.		

We	have	all	been	present,	at	one	time	
or	 another,	 at	 the	 scene	 of	 the	 power	
and	glory	of	God	–	a	quiet	visitation,	a	
spirit	filled	worship,	a	baby’s	birth,	a	mi-
raculous	healing,	an	experience	of	 for-
giveness,	a	touch	of	a	friend,	a	dream,	a	
vision,	a	call,	even	a	death.		The	world	
has	 been	 longing	 since	 creation	 for	
credible	witnesses	 to	 the	 grace,	mercy,	
peace	and	love	of	God	in	Jesus	Christ.

Daily	comes	our	 time	to	 take	a	 stand,	
to	 tell	 the	 story,	 to	 share	 the	 light	 of	
the	 transforming	 power	 of	 God	 in	 Jesus	
Christ.		To	be	credible	witnesses.	
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March 7: Memorial Church of St. 
John, Ashland; Christ Church, 
Frackville and North Parish; and 
Church of the Holy Apostles, St. 
Clair. The Rev. Dolores Evans, 
Priest

March 14: Trinity Church, Ath-
ens. The Rev. Trula Hollywood, 
Rector and St. Peter’s Church, 
Tunkhannock, The Rev. Vivian 
Bennett, Priest-in-charge.

March 21: Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem. The 
Very Rev. Anthony Pompa, Dean 
and Rector; The Rev. Canon 
Mariclair Partee, Assistant Priest; 
The  Rev. Canon Joel Atkinson, 
Canon Missioner; The Ven. 
Richard I. Cluett, Archdeacon in 
residence

March 28: Trinity Church, 
Bethlehem. The Rev. Laura M. 
Howell, Rector; The Rev. Eliza-
beth MacMillan-Miller, Deacon 
and soup kitchen coordinator; The 
Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, 
Assisting Priest; The Rev. Hill-
ary Raining, Curate; The Rev. 
Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril, 
Assisting Priest

John, Ashland; Christ Church, 

Assisting Priest; The Rev. Hill-

Assisting Priest

Apr.	 27:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	 Al-
ban’s,	Sinking	Spring	6:00	P.M.

Apr.	30	–	May	2:	Creating	a	Culture	of	
Peace,	Diocesan	Peace	Commission,	Ca-
thedral	Church	of	the	Nativity,	Bethle-
hem.	Cost	is	$45	for	three	days	of	training	
for	Episcopalians	and	students	and	$120	
fro	all	others.	Contact	Addison	Bross	at	
acb2@Lehigh.edu	or	 Janet	Chisholm	at	
jgchisholm@aol.com	 for	 more	 informa-
tion.	 There	 are	 some	 scholarship	 funds	
available.	 Contact	 Candis	 Siatkowski	
for	more	information	on	scholarships	or	
to	register	at	candiss3@comcast.net.		

May	 2:	 Progressive	 Organ	 Recital	 in	
Bethlehem.	Nativity	at	4:00	P.M.,	Trini-
ty	at	5:00	P.M.,	and	Central	Moravian	at	
6:00	P.M.	For	more	information,	contact	
Russell	Jackson,	610-865-0727.

May 4: Diocesan Life deadline for 
June edition

May	 4:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

May	 4:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	 Ste-
phen’s,	Whitehall	6:00	P.M.

May	6:	Clergy	Day
May	 6-8:	 Centering	 Prayer	 Retreat,	

St.	Francis	Renewal	Center,	Bethlehem.	
Led	 by	 Therese	 Saulnier	 of	 Contem-
plative	 Outreach.	 Cost	 including	 room	
and	board	 is	 $200.	Cost	 for	 commuters	
is	$60.	Check-in	 is	3:00	P.M.	May	6th.	
Please	contact	Mo.	Laura	Howell	to	reg-
ister	 or	 for	 more	 information	 610-867-
4741	x304.

May	8:	Commission	on	Ministry	Meet-
ing,	Trinity,	Mt.	Pocono	10:00	A.M.	to	
3:00	P.M.

May	 8:	 “Dive-In”:	 A	 Day	 Explor-
ing	 Baptism,	 St.	 Luke’s,	 Scranton	 (RE-
SCHEDULED	 from	 February	 27th	 due	
to	 snow.	 Registration	 has	 reopened	 at	
www.diobeth.org)	

May	8:	Ports	of	Call	Auction,	Lower	
Macungie	 Township	 Community	 Cen-
ter,	 sponsored	 by	 St.	 Anne’s,	 Trexler-
town.	 The	 auction	 theme	 is	 Ports	 of	
Call.	For	more	information,	please	con-
tact	 Sherri	 Albro	 at	 610-597-8067	 or	
Nancy	Edmiston	at	610-965-0085.

May	 10:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem	6:00	P.M.

May	 11:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

May	12:	Diocesan	Episcopal	Church-
women	 Annual	 Meeting,	 Kirby	 House,	
Mountaintop	 9:30	 A.M.	 to	 3:00	 P.M.	
Guest	speaker:		The	Rev.	Ronald	Royce	
Miller	who	will	discuss	“Christian	Art.”	
Contact	Catherine	Jeffery	610-868-6682	
and	Martha	Fox	610-395-4857	for	more	
information.

May	13:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativ-
ity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
April	4:	Trinity	Church,	Carbondale	
and	Christ	Church,	Forest	City.	The	
Rev.	Donald	Schaible,	Rector
April	 11:	 Church	 of	 the	 Epiphany,	
Clarks	 Summit.	 The	 Rev.	 Craig	
Sweeney,	 Rector	 and	 St.	 Stephen’s	
Church,	Whitehall.	The	Rev.	Frank	
St.	Amour,	Rector.
April	18:	Prince	of	Peace,	Dallas	and	
Trinity	Church,	West	Pittston.	The	
Rev.	John	Major,	Rector.
April	25:	St.	Gabriel’s	Church,	Dou-
glassville.	 The	 Rev.	 Canon	 Calvin	
C.	Adams,	Rector;	The	Rev.	Donna	
Jean	Kiessling,	Associate	Priest;	The	
Rev.	Sally	Bosler,	Deacon.

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
April	4:	For	Christians	everywhere.
April	 11:	 The	 Church	 of	 Ireland	
The	Most	Rev.	Alan	Edwin	Thomas	
Harper,	 Primate	 of	 All	 Ireland	 and	
Archbishop	of	Armagh
April	18:	The	Nippon	Sei	Kai	(the	
Anglican	 Communion	 in	 Japan)	
The	 Most	 Rev.	 Nathaniel	 Makoto	
Uematsu,	 Primate	 of	 The	 Nippon	
Sei	Ko	Kai	and	Bishop	of	Hokkaido
April	 25:	 The	 Episcopal	 Church	
in	 Jerusalem	 and	 The	 Middle	 East	
The	Most	Rev.	Dr.	Mouneer	Hanna	
Anis,	 President	 Bishop,	 Jerusalem	
and	 the	Middle	East	and	Bishop	 in	
Egypt	 with	 North	 Africa	 and	 the	
Horn	of	Africa

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
April	4:	Archdeaconry	of	Leikor	and	
Leikor	Parish,	The	Ven.	Elia	Busi	and	
The	Rev.	Enoka	Pitia	and	 for	Tipere	
Parish,	The	Rev.	Charles	Tomor	and	
The	Rev.	Jale	Edward	

April	 11:	 Archdeaconry	 of	 Liwolo,	
The	 Ven.	 Abudengo	 Duku	 and	 for	
Walilo	Parish,	The	Rev.	Juru	Grace

April	18:	Archdeaconry	of	Logu	and	
Logu	 Parish,	 The	 Ven.	 James	 Dima	
and	The	Rev.	Ajustino	Lubanga	and	
for	Wojira	Parish.	

April	 25:	 Archdeaconry	 of	 Romogi	
and	Romogi	Parish,	The	Ven.	Kenyi	
Emmanuel	and	The	Rev.	Anna	Poni	
and	Deacon	Peter	Wani	and	for	Wudu	
Parish	and	Prisons	Kangapo,	The	Rev.	
Rupasi	Sombe

planAhead prayFor

May	 16:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Alban’s,	
Sinking	Spring

May	 16:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Stephen’s,	
Whitehall

May	16:	St.	Matthew’s	Society	Dinner,	
Lehigh	 Country	 Club,	 Allentown	 3:00	
P.M.	to	6:00	P.M.

May	 16:	 Soprano	 Mara	 Hazzard	 in	
Concert,	Trinity,	Pottsville,	4:00	P.M.

May	16:	Celebrity	Organ	Recital,	Ca-
thedral	Church	of	the	Nativity,	Bethle-
hem,	4:00	P.M.	Given	by	Mollie	Nich-
ols,	Director	of	Music	for	Church	of	the	
Heavenly	Rest,	NYC.	For	more	informa-
tion,	 contact	Russell	 Jackson,	610-865-
0727.

May	18:	Clergy	Bible	Study	8,	Christ,	
Towanda	4:00	P.M.

May	 18:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Good	
Shepherd	 and	 St.	 John’s,	 Milford	 6:00	
P.M.

May	20:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2,	St.	Ste-
phen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

May	22:	St.	Anne’s	4th	Annual	Talent	
Show,	Upper	Milford	Township	Center,	
7:00	to	9:30	P.M.	For	more	information	
please	contact	Carol	Keane	at	610-395-
5427	or	ckeane@netreach.net

May	23:	Bishop	Jack,	Good	Shepherd	
and	St.	John’s,	Milford

May	23:	Bishop	Paul,	Nativity,	Beth-
lehem

May	25:	Clergy	Bible	Study	3,	St.	Al-
ban’s,	Sinking	Spring	2:00	P.M.

May	 25:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Trinity,	
Easton	6:00	P.M.

Jun. 1: Diocesan Life deadline for 
July/August edition

Jun.	 1:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Mediator,	
Allentown	6:00	P.M.

Jun.	 3:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 1,	 Cathe-
dral	Church	of	the	Nativity,	Bethlehem	
2:00	P.M.

Jun.	 3:	 Corpus	 Christi,	 Holy	 Cross,	
Wilkes-Barre	7:00	P.M.	Bishop	Paul	cel-
ebrant.

Jun.	6:	Bishop	Jack,	Trinity,	Easton
Jun.	6:	Bishop	Paul,	Mediator,	Allentown
Jun.	 7:	 Standing	 Committee,	 Dioce-

san	House,	Bethlehem	2:00	to	3:30	P.M.
Jun.	 7:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Trinity,	

Bethlehem	6:00	P.M.
Jun.	 11:	 Liturgy	 and	 Music	 Commis-

sion,	Diocesan	House,	12:45	to	2:15
Jun.	 12:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	

Meeting,	 Trinity,	 Mt.	 Pocono	 10:00	
A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Jun.	12:	Share,	Save,	Spend	Steward-
ship	 Workshop	 with	 Nathan	 Dungan,	
St.	 Stephen’s	 Church,	 Whitehall	 9:30	
to	4:30	P.M.	Registration	will	open	April	
16th	online	at	www.diobeth.org	
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The Bakery and the newSpin newsletter ––	The	online	Bak-
ery,	includes	news,	ideas,	opinion	and	conversation	related	to	our	dioc-
esan	community,	the	Episcopal	Church	and	the	Anglican	Communion.	
Consider	becoming	a	baker	 in	the	House	of	Bread.	Bethlehem,	you	
know,	means	“House	of	Bread”	in	Hebrew.	News	is	posted	in	the	Bak-
ery	long	before	you	see	it	in	print	in	Diocesan	Life.	If	you	prefer	to	receive	
only	two	or	three	email	notes	weekly,	newSpin	is	for	you.	Visit	our	dioc-
esan	web	site,	www.diobeth.org, to	join	either	Bakery	or	newSpin.	Com-
plete	the	bit	of	information	requested	at	the	“Get	Connected”	box,	col-
umn	on	the	right.	Thank	you	for	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.

Apr.	1:	Maundy	Thursday	
Apr.	2:	Good	Friday
Apr.	3:	Great	Sabbath	Vigil
Apr.	4:	Easter,	Bishop	Jack,	St.	Ga-

briel’s,	Douglassville
Apr.	4:	Easter,	Bishop	Paul,	Cathe-

dral,	Bethlehem
Apr.	5:	Standing	Committee,	Dioc-

esan	House,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.
Apr. 6: Diocesan Life Deadline for 

May edition
Apr.	6:	Clergy	Bible	Study	6,	Holy	

Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.
Apr.	8:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativ-

ity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.
Apr.	 9:	 Soup,	 Salad,	 and	 Elegant	

Dessert	 Night,	 St.	 George’s,	 Heller-
town	6:00	P.M.	Call	the	church	offi	ce	
for	more	details:	610-838-9355.

Apr.	 9-11:	 	 Province	 III	 Delight	
Event,	Bishop	Claggett	Center	Buck-
eystown,	MD.	Cost	is	$100.	Registra-
tion	 now	 open	 at	 www.diobeth.org	
and	closes	April	2nd.	Limited	spacing.	
Some	scholarship	funds	available.

Apr.	 10:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	
Meeting,	 Trinity,	 Mt.	 Pocono	 10:00	
A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.

Apr.	10:	Partners	for	Sacred	Places,	
Module	1,	Good	Shepherd,	Scranton	
9:00	A.M.	to	4:00	P.M.

Apr.	 11:	 Michael	 Bodnyk	 in	 con-
cert,	 St.	 John’s,	 Palmerton	 6:00	 P.M.	
Admission	is	$10.00

Apr.	 13:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	 15:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 2,	 St.	
Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	16:	Liturgy	and	Music	Commis-
sion,	Diocesan	House,	12:45	to	2:15

Apr.	 16-18:	 Christophany,	 Watson	
Homestead,	Painted	Post,	NY.	Cost	is	
$75.	 Registration	 opens	 February	 16	
and	closes	April	18th.	Some	 scholar-
ship	funds	may	be	available.

Apr.	17:	Partners	for	Sacred	Places,	
Module	2,	Good	Shepherd,	Scranton	
9:00	A.M.	to	4:00	P.M.

Apr.	 18:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 Christ,	
Susquehanna

Apr.	 18:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 James’	
Schuylkill	Haven

Apr.	 18:	 Monocacy	 Chamber	 Or-
chestra	directed	by	Donald	Spieth	fea-
turing	Poulenc’s	Organ	Concerto	with	
Russell	 Jackson	 as	 soloist.	 For	 more	
information,	 contact	Russell	 Jackson,	
610-865-0727.

Apr.	 20:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda	4:00	P.M.

Apr.	24:	Diocesan	Training	Day,	St.	
Stephen’s,	 Wilkes-Barre	 9:00	 A.M.	
to	2:00	P.M.	Online	 registration	now	
open	at	www.diobeth.org	

Apr.	 27:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 3,	 St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Spring	2:00	P.M.
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Area churches to prepare Easter dinners for the needy in Susquehanna County
Bountiful	Blessings,	representing	the	

communities	of	faith	in	Montrose,	has	
announced	its	annual	program	to	pro-
vide	 a	 full	 Easter	 dinner	 for	 those	 in	
need	in	Susquehanna	County.

Working	 with	 Interfaith	 and	 other	
area	 agencies,	 those	 individuals	 and	
families	 listed	 with	 the	 agencies	 will	
be	eligible	for	a	dinner	basket	that	in-
cludes	a	3	or	5-pound	ham,	vegetables,	
potatoes/macaroni	and	cheese,	canned	
fruit,	 bread	 and	 dessert.	 The	 baskets	
will	 be	 distributed	 on	 Wednesday,	

March	31.	This	year	there	are	plans	for	
at	least	700	dinner	baskets.	In	order	to	
better	serve	our	neighbors,	three	distri-
bution	sites	will	be	available:	St.	Paul’s	
Montrose,	 St.	 Mark’s,	 New	 Milford,	
and	Christ	Church,	Forest	City.

Scholars	 at	 our	 local	 schools	 will	
collect	 many	 of	 the	 nonperishable	
items.	 Elk	 Lake	 and	 Mountain	 View	
will	 contribute	 canned	 fruit,	 while	
the	 Montrose	 Area	 School	 District	
will	 collect	 canned	vegetables.	Both	
Blue	 Ridge	 and	 Susquehanna	 are	

collecting	 macaroni	 and	 cheese	 and	
boxed	potatoes.

Father	Paul	Walker,	St.	Paul’s	rector,	
is	 charged	 with	 raising	 the	 money	 to	
cover	 the	 anticipated	 costs.	 Last	 year	
the	 costs	 were	 $7,000.	 That	 amount	
was	met	and	exceeded.	Father	Charles	
Cesaretti,	 former	 priest-in-charge	 at	
St.	Paul’s,	 stated:	“We	had	a	generous	
outpouring	 of	 funds	 last	 Easter,	 and	 I	
think	we	will	fi	nd	it	even	more	so	this	
year.	 I	 have	 found	 that	 individuals,	
groups,	 and	 businesses	 in	 our	 county	

are	 receptive	 to	 helping	 meet	 the	
needs	of	their	neighbors.”

Those	wishing	to	contribute	to	the	
Easter	 Dinner	 Basket	 Project	 may	
send	 a	 check	 to	 St.	 Paul’s	 Church,	
60	Church	St.,	Montrose,	PA	18801-
0314.	The	check	should	be	made	out	
to	“St.	Paul’s	Outreach”	with	the	no-
tation	 “Bountiful	 Blessings,	 2010”	
in	the	memo	line.	Additionally,	col-
lection	 jars	 will	 be	 available	 around	
Montrose	 for	 anyone	 wishing	 to	
make	a	monetary	contribution	there.

ECW annual meeting focuses on art
The	 topic	of	 this	 year’s	ECW	annual	

meeting	 is	 “Messages	 –	 Obvious	 and	
Obscure	-	in	Christian	Art	Throughout	
the	Ages”	presented	by	The	Rev.	Ronald	
Royce	Miller.	Come	explore	the	meaning	
and	 messages	 of	 Christian	 art	 through	
the	 ages	 on	 May	 12th.	 Cost	 is	 	 $12.00	
per	 person	 and	 registration	must	 be	 re-
ceived	no	later	than		April	28th.

The	program	begins	at	9:30	a.m.	at	
Kirby	House	in	Glen	Summit.	Bishop	
Paul	 will	 lead	 a	 Eucharist	 at	 11:00	
a.m.	 and	 the	 program	 will	 conclude	
at	2:30	p.m.	with	closing	prayer.

For	 more	 information	 or	 to	 register	
please	call:		Martha	Fox	610-395-4857	
(or)	Catherine	Jeffrey		610-868-6682.

Share, Save, 
Spend

How You and 
Your 

Children 
Can Recover 
from Money

June 12, 2010
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

3900 Mechanicsville Road
Whitehall, PA 18052

-and-
The Lehigh Valley Mall

Who’s shaping your money habits?
Do you spend, spend, spend?

or
Share, save and then spend?

We	are	living	in	uncharted	economic	waters.	Now	more	than	ever	it	is	critical	that	
faith	communities	convene	multi-generational	conversations	that	not	only	help	to	
alleviate	 fear	 and	 anxiety,	 but	 also	 inspire	 and	 motivate	 youth	 and	 adults	 in	 the	
choices	they	make	with	money.

Faith	 communities	 have	 a	 unique	 opportunity	 to	 offer	 forums	 for	 conversation	
with	a	hopeful	message	and	practical	tools	that	youth	and	adults	can	use	to	rebalance	
their	money	habits	in	ways	that	honor	their	values.	

The	program	will	be	led	by	Nathan	Dungan,	founder	and		President	of	Share	Save	
Spend.	For	over	20	years,	Nathan	has	been	an	industry	thought-leader	on	helping	
youth	and	adults	link	their	money	decisions	to	their	values.	

He	is	one	of	the	national	media’s	go-to	experts	on	personal	fi	nances	and	has	been	
widely	quoted	 in	The	New	York	Times,	The	Washington	 	Post,	The	Wall	Street	
Journal,	USA		Today,	Business	Week,	and	TIME	Magazine,	and	has	been	a	featured		
guest	on	CBS,	CNN,	PBS,	and	public	radio’s	Marketplace	Money,	Sound	Money	and	
Speaking	of	Faith.		He	is	also	the	author	of		Prodigal	Sons	and	Material	Girls:	How	
Not	To	Be	Your	Child’s	ATM.

Register	online	at	 	www.diobeth.org,	 	by	choosing	Diocesan	Event	Registration	or	call	
Rosie	Hummel	at	610-691-5655.	Cost	is	$30.00	per	adult	or	$50	for	a	family	of		2,	3,	4	or	5.

Sponsored	by	the	Stewardship	Commission	of	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem

Reminder! Diocesan Training 
Day is Saturday April 24.

For	more	information	or	to	register	online	go	to	www.diobeth.org.	There	
will	be	twelve	workshops	offered	this	year:	Wardens/Vestry	101,	Ministry	
of	the	Lay	Eucharistic	Visitor	(continued	in	PM),	Stewardship,	Commu-
nication	Strategy,	Lifelong	Christian	Formation:	Children	with	Disabili-
ties,	Congregational	Development-Funding	future	ministries,	Ministry	of	
the	Lay	Eucharistic	Visitor	(continued	from	AM),	Planned	Giving,	Trea-
surers’	Workshop,	Lifelong	Christian	Formation:	Adult	Formation,	Youth,	
and	Health	Ministries.	Cost	is	$17.50	and	includes	lunch.

Just Plain Bill
By GwendoLyn-JAne romeriL
[The following tribute is in honor of Bill Lewellis 
who offi cially retired at the end of 2009. Bill still 
contributes to the newSpin blog and graciously as-
sists with Diocesan Life. We miss you Bill!]

Kind
gracious
attentive
a
large heart
for God
his ministry
enlarged
us all

A
quiet man
a
gentleman
unpretentious
scholar
priest
colleague
friend and 

brother

A
model of 
generosity
good
Humor
intelligence
wisdom
he 
listens
hears
sees
with the
eyes of
Christ

He
blesses
helps
preaches
is rabbi

tells stories
c a r e s 

deeply
is a
compassionate 
companion
on
The Way

Confidente  
respecter of
persons
he
can do
or
be
he walks 
lightly
attuned
to the 
Divine

A 
man
of 
courage
his words 

have 
wings
that 
carry
The Message
far 
and wide

Thank you
God
for this 
good
and
holy man.


