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Bethlehem lifediocesan
Bishop’s Bakery: All night food and fun
By KiM rowLeS

For	 the	 fi	rst	 time	 in	 three	 years	 the	
Youth	 “day”	 with	 the	 Bishop	 returned	
to	the	Diocese	and	raised	approximately	
$1,400	for	the	New	Hope	Campaign.	

On	Friday,	 January	29	
into	 Satur-
day,	January	
30	 youth	
from	all	over	
the	 diocese	
spent	 quality	
time	 with	 Bish-
op	Paul	Marshall	
at	 the	Church	of	
the	 Good	 Shep-
herd	 in	 Scranton.	
Youth	 and	 Chap-
erones	 started	 ar-
riving	 around	 6:00	
p.m.	 and	 spent	 the	
early	 part	 of	 the	
evening	 entertain- ing	 one	
another	with	their	talents,	skits,	songs,	
dances,	 and	 walk-on	 shtick.	 There	
were	 moments	 of	 heartfelt	 sincerity,	
spontaneity,	humor,	and	honesty.	
It	took	some	time	to	warm	
up	the	crowd,	but	
e v e n -
t u a l l y	
e v e r y -
one 	was	
comfortable	
and	 there	
was	 more	
talent	 on	
stage	than	we	
knew	 what	 to	
do	 with.	 Many	
thanks	 to	 the	
youth	 who	 over-
came	 their	 jitters	 to	 show	 us	
their	 talents!	 For	 nearly	 two	 hours	 the	
youth	 entertained	 one	 another.	 At	
around	 9:00	 p.m.	 Bob	 Halligan	 Jr.	
and	 Liz	 Strobel	 from	 Ceili	 Rain	
took	 the	 stage	and	performed	 some	
of	 their	 numbers	 including	 Stomp.	
They	 also	 helped	 to	 prepare	 the	 group	
for	worship.	For	more	information	about	
Ceili	 Rain	 please	 visit	 their	 web	 site	 at	
http://www.ceilirain.com/	and	to	see	some	
of	their	performances	visit	the	Diocese	of	
Bethlehem’s	YouTube	account.	It	was	a	
great	performance.	

When	Bob	and	Liz	fi	nished	their	set,	
the	youth	were	broken	into	groups	and	
lead	into	the	darkened	sanctuary	where	
we	 had	 a	 candle-lit	 midnight	

Eucharist.	 	 The	 readings,	
prayers	 and	 acolytes	 were	
youth	 from	 the	 north,	
central	 and	 southern	
parts	of	the	diocese.	For	
me	 the	 most	 moving	
part	of	the	evening	was	
during	 the	 prayers	
of	 the	 people	 led	
by	 Annika	 McGuirk	
and	 Philip	 Sherrer	
when	the	youth	were	
invited	 to	 pray	 for	
their	concerns	aloud	
or	in	their	hearts.	 I	
could	 see	 Christ’s	

light	 in	 every	 one	 of	
them	 refl	ected	 in	 candle-lit	 faces.	

Youth	 fi	lled	 the	 choir	 and	 overfl	owed	
onto	the	fl	oor	in	the	front	of	the	
stalls	 while	 the	 chaperones	 sat	

mostly	in	the	fi	rst	two	rows	of	
the	chancel.	

The	Bishop	sat	with	the	
youth	and	spoke	to	them	
about	 call	 and	 talent,	
explaining	 that	 often-
times	 what	 one	 is	 to	
do	 is	not	what	others	
expect	 of	 you.	 He	
shared	 about	
how	 his	 aunt	
and	uncle	 took	
him	out	on	 their	 yacht	 to	
show	him	exactly	what	he	

would	be	missing	if	he	became	a	
priest.	He	also	talked	about	Corinth	and	
how	it	was	the	“Chicago”	of	the	ancient	
world;	it	had	enough	of	a	population	to	
be	 problematic,	 and	 there	 was	 enough	

jealousy	and	contempt	in	the	people	to	
warrant	 Paul	 writing	 about	 the	 neces-
sity	of	all	talents	in	the	kingdom	of	God.	
After	Eucharist	 the	bowling	alley	was	
open	 until	 3:00	 a.m.,	 the	 grand	 hall	

was	open	until	4:00	a.m.,	and	
everyone	was	up	

and	 at	 ’em	 b y	
7:00	a.m.	for	clean	up,	break- fast	and	
heading	out	into	the	world	to	share	our	light	
and	talents.	

A	 very	 special	 thank	 you	 to	 the	
members	of	the	Church	of	the	Good	
Shepherd	 in	 Scranton,	 especially		
Warren	 and	 Pam	 Shotto.	 You	 are	
by	 far	 the	 most	 hospitable	 parish	 I	
have	 ever	 come	 into	 contact	 with;	
few	 parishes	 would	 allow	 45	 youth	
to	 take	 over	 their	 church	 for	 15	
hours!	Kudos	to	you.

[Kim Rowles is youth ministry coordinator for 
the Diocese of Bethlehem.] 

Youth show off their talent.

Liz Strobel’s amazing barefoot drumwork.

Youth at candlelight midnight Eucharist.
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Bowling was a highlight of the night.

12 days of 
Christmas
By Jo trePAGnier

Parishioners	of	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	
contributed	toward	the	2nd	Annual	Twelve	
Days	 of	 Christmas	 project	 with	 incredible	
generosity	and	compassion.	We	raised	just	
under	 $16,000	 toward	 the	 purchase	 of	
items	for	the	Sudanese	Episcopal	schools	
and	 parishes.	 The	 funds	 for	 most	 gifts	
have	 been	 transferred	 and	 items	 are	
being	 purchased	 locally	 and	 distrib-
uted.	Schools	are	closed	in	January	and	
will	reopen	with	many	of	these	new	gifts	
available	for	student’s	fi	rst	day.	Five	solar	
radios	 purchased	 in	 Pennsylvania,	 were	
delivered	to	Kajo	Keji	by	The	Very	Rev.	
Anthony	 Pompa	 and	 Ray	 Arcario	 to	
determine	 how	 well	 they	 work	 in	 this	
secluded	part	of	the	world.	High	School	
Scholarship	 funds	will	be	made	available	
once	students	apply	and	we	have	received	
records	from	their	schools.	Our	total	gifts	
as	of	mid-January	are:

17	 Solar	 Lanterns;	 20	 High	 School	
Scholarships;	21	Solar	Radios;	22	Wooden	
Tables;	 122	 Soccer	 Uniforms;	 50	 Jump	
Ropes;	119	Meters	of	Fabric	(for	School	
Uniforms);	23	Wooden	Chairs;	37	Soccer	
Balls;	29	Hoes;	19	Net	Balls;	and	29	Bikes.	

If	you	would	still	like	to	help,	we	had	
two	 items	 that	 were	 grossly	 under	
contributed	to:	soccer	uniforms	and	
fabric.	 Again	 thank	 you	 for	 your	
generosity	 and	 if	 you	 are	 able	 to	
further	 support	 this	 project,	 	please	
make	a	check	to	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	
with	a	notation	of	12	Days	of	Christmas	–	
soccer	uniforms	or	fabric.

Editor’s Note:	 this is the month 
of Lent and many people have asked 
why the tragedy is so great in haiti. 
episcopal relief and development has 
a wonderful daily meditation via email 
you can subscribe to and canon Anne 
Kitch has gathered a number of resourc-
es for Lent in her most recent informa-
tion enewsletter. we have also posted  
links to other materials for you on our 
Lenten resources page which can be 
found on the web site at http://www.
diobeth.org/Ministries/christian%20
formation/cf_Lentenresources.html. 
Please check back frequently as we 
add to that page. 
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Before turning to my topic this month, I 
need to thank so many of you. Throughout 
the Diocese, compassionate response to the 
earthquake in Haiti has been prompt, gen-
erous, and very creative. Concerts, dinners, 
and special offerings are just a few of the 
ways our parishes have supported the efforts 
of Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) 
in Haiti. Many of you have given directly 
over the internet at er-d.org, and that avenue 
is always open to us whenever we want to 
use it. (Mark 14:7).

Deeper in Lent
Lent	is	truly	upon	us,	and	as	we	move	

deeper	 into	 the	 spiritual	 journey	 that	
is	 our	 annual	 pilgrimage,	 perspective	
changes.	As	I	think	about	the	response	to	
Haiti	in	a	Lenten	context,	the	question	of	
serving	those	in	need	seems	less	a	question	
of	“doing	the	right	thing”	than	a	question	
of	our	basic	attitude	 toward	 life	and	our	
own	development	as	persons.	

Considering	our	compassionate	response	
to	others	takes	us	to	the	deepest	places	of	
our	own	hearts.	

Decades	ago	I	knew	a	social	worker	who	
struggled	with	the	fact	that	so	many	of	her	
clients	seemed	to	her	to	be	undeserving	of	
assistance.	As	a	young	idealist,	I	found	her	
words	diffi	cult	to	hear.	I	did	not	suffi	ciently	
realize	 that	 they	were	 also	diffi	cult	 to	 say,	
and	 I	 could	have	been	more	 sympathetic.	
The	more	I	have	observed	in	myself	and	
others	over	 the	years,	 the	more	 I	have	
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By BiShoP PAUL v. MArShALL

The Good Samaritan: More than 
caring, crossing boundaries
become	aware	of	how	much	people	do	
decide	 about	 who	 is	 deserving.	 This	
person	 was	 taking	 the	 risk	 of	 owning	
up	to	it.

As	 I	 recall	 that	 encounter	 and	 how	
representative	“limited	love”	is	of	at	least	
a	 part	 of	 the	 human	 condition,	 I	 quite	
naturally	 think	 of	 its	 religious	 counter-
part.	Christianity	is	above	all	about	God’s	
love	for	the	undeserving,	its	teaching	that	
love	 cannot	 by	 defi	nition	 be	 earned.	 I	
remember	Jesus’	 tale	of	the	Good	Sa-
maritan	 (Luke	10:25-37),	who	 crossed	
racial	and	 religious	boundaries	out	of	
compassion	 for	 someone	 who	 almost	
certainly	despised	him.

Have a Heart
The	Good	Samaritan	story	is	described	

as	a	parable,	one	of	the	apparently	simple	
stories	Jesus	uses	to	teach	us	deep	truths.	
Whether	or	not	it	came	from	a	story	Jesus	
knew	personally,	we	are	not	told,	but	with	
the	Good	Samaritan	story	Jesus	teaches	that	it	
is	up	to	us	to	choose	to	be	neighbors	to	those	
in	need.	He	tells	the	story	in	response	to	
two	questions,	“What	must	I	do	to	inherit	
eternal	 life,”	 (love	 God	 and	 neighbor)	
and	“Just	who	is	my	neighbor?”

As	every	child	in	Sunday	School	knows,	
those	 questions	 were	 asked	 by	 someone	
who	 wanted	 religion	 to	 vindicate	 him,	
not	 stimulate	 him.	 He	 was	 hoping	 for	 a	
pat	 on	 the	 back,	 not	 expecting	 Jesus	 to	
open	the	frontiers	of	his	spirituality.	

Let’s	take	that	new	possibility	seriously.	
We	do	the	New	Testament	something	of	
a	 disservice	 by	 immediately	 moralizing	
from	 the	 story	 of	 the	 Good	 Samaritan,	
that	 is,	 using	 it	 simply	 to	 demonstrate	
that	 we	 ought	 to	 care	 for	 others.	 That	

was	 already	 in	 the	 law.	 Jesus	 is	 going	
for	something	deeper.	

He	tells	a	very	touchy	story	about	the	
Samaritan,	who	we	might	 say	had	every	
right	to	look	at	the	Israelite	in	the	ditch	
and	 say	 “those	 people”	 have	 it	 coming	
and	continue	on	his	way.	It	is	also	a	story	
about	 an	 injured	 Israelite	 who	 probably	
would	 have	 preferred	 to	 be	 rescued	 by	
anybody	else	and	had	to	take	love	where	
he	found	it.	Or,	where	it	found	him.	The	
story	is	a	drama	of	crossing	boundaries.

When	 Jesus	 asks	 his	 interviewer	 to	
consider	 that	 there	 are	 no	 limits	 to	
love,	 he	 draws	 him	 to	 a	 place	 where	
this	holy	season	is	going,	the	cross.	If	
he	is	at	all	like	us,	something	in	the	Sa-
maritan	had	 to	die	 for	him	to	 reach	out	
to	 this	particular	victim.	 Through	 what	
may	be	a	diffi	cult	extension	of	ourselves	
for	others,	our	love	grows.

I	recall	the	joy	and	fun	with	which	I	
made	my	fi	rst	two	contributions	to	New	
Hope.	The	 third	was	more	 routine.	As	
I	 prepare	 to	 make	 the	 fourth,	 the	 dis-
cipline	 of	 doing	 so	 is	 making	 me	 a	 bit	
stronger	as	a	person.	I	suspect	you	have	
discovered	the	same	thing.

ERD Sunday
In	 response	 to	 General	 Convention’s	

request,	we	will	set	aside	a	special	Sunday	
to	 focus	on	the	work	of	Episcopal	Relief	
and	 Development.	 Our	 convention	 has	
designated	the	Fourth	Sunday	in	Lent	for	
this	effort.	This	year	 that	will	be	March	
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14.	 I	don’t	 see	this	as	an	 interruption	of	
Lent,	but	as	a	way	of	focusing	on	one	aspect	
of	our	call	to	follow	Jesus.	

The	 fourth	 of	 the	 Lenten	 Sundays	 is	
historically	about	 refreshing	ourselves	 in	
the	 midst	 of	 the	 discipline	 of	 the	 forty	
days.	By	welcoming	ERD	into	the	themes	
of	the	day,	we	also	deepen	our	awareness	
of	our	opportunities	to	refresh	others	in	
very	concrete	ways.	We	love	because	we	
have	been	loved,	and	grow	as	a	result.	

New Dollars/New Partners 
for your sacred place

In	 2008,	 Bishop	 Paul	 Marshall	
and	 Diocesan	 Council	 approved	 a	
working	 relationship	 with	 Philadel-
phia	 based	 Partners	 for	 Sacred	 Places:
www.sacredplaces.org.

This	year	we	have	planned	four,	all	day	
Saturday	 training	 sessions	 with	 the	
Partners	for	Sacred	Places.	The	training	
days	will	be	a	part	of	an	over	all	capital	
project	 endeavor	 for	 the	 twelve	 to	 fi	f-
teen	parishes	who	will	participate.

Bishop	Paul	has	made	generous	 schol-
arships	 available	 for	 up	 to	 nine	 parishes	
who	 qualify,	 while	 six	 parishes	 will	 pay	
the	full	$2,000	fee.	Each	parish	will	send	
one	clergy	and	up	to	three	lay	leaders	to	

By John frAnciS the	 trainings,	 which	 will	 take	 place	 at	
the	 Church	 of	 the	 Good	 Shepherd	 in	
Scranton	on	April	10,	17,	June	19	and	
September	11.	

In	between	the	training	sessions,	each	
parish	will	work	by	committee	on	their	
assignments	 to	 develop	 dollar	 amount	
values	 to	 their	 in-house	outreach/commu-
nity	service	mission	ministries	and	their	
prospective	 capital	 project	 needs	 and	
resources.	

Most	of	the	slots	have	been	taken	but	a	
few	remain	if	any	parish	is	interested.	Please	
contact	 Ely	 Valentin	 at	 Diocesan	 House	
if	you	would	 like	more	 information,	or	Fr.	
John	 Francis	 at	 Christ	 Episcopal	 Church,	
Reading,	as	soon	as	possible.

New supply priest for Susquehanna and New Milford
Christ	Church	Susquehanna	and	St.	Mark’s	

New	 Milford	 have	 welcomed	 Father	 Randy	
Webster	 to	 lead	worship	 services	and	 to	as-
sist	 local	 church	 leaders	 in	 revitalizing	 their	
missions	and	presence	in	the	greater	community.	
Webster,	who	was	ordained	in	2006,	and	served	
as	 assistant	 rector	 in	 Belleville,	 New	 Jersey,	
celebrated	 his	 first	 Sunday	 at	 both	
churches	on	January	24.

Senior	 Wardens	 Jim	 Yeich	 at	 St.	 Mark’s	
and	Todd	Moffett	at	Christ	Church	said	the	
churches	look	forward	to	Webster’s	enthusi-
astic	 leadership,	 talents	 and	 experience.	
Webster’s	 work	 in	 community	 outreach,	
Yeich	said,	is	a	“natural	fi	t”	with	New	Mil-
ford’s	 monthly	 “Good	 News	 Lunch”	 and	
the	support	both	churches	give	to	the	Oakland	
food	bank,	as	well	as	their	hosting	of	the	Ameri-
can	Legion’s	“Coats	 for	 the	Community”	dis-
tribution	 of	 free	 winter	 coats.	 Yeich	 and	
Moffett	 said	 that	 local	 Episcopalians	 are	
particularly	 pleased	 with	 Father	 Webster’s	
interest	and	 life	experience	 in	 small	 town	
and	rural	churches,	as	shown	by	his	roots	in	
rural	Iowa	and	prior	familiarity	with	north-
eastern	Pennsylvania.	

Originally	 from	Burlington,	 Iowa,	Webster’s	
first	 love	 was	 music.	 He	 earned	 a	 degree	 in	
organ	 performance	 and	 choral	 conducting	
from	 Coe	 College,	 Cedar	 Rapids.	 Webster	
later	 found	a	calling	to	ministry	and	earned	
his	Master	of	Divinity	degree	in	pastoral	music	
from	Bexley	Hall,	formerly	an	Episcopal	semi-
nary	located	in	Rochester,	New	York,	through	
a	program	that	combined	a	basic	theologi-
cal	education	with	a	musical	one	centered	
at	The	Eastman	Conservatory.	

Father	Webster	brings	varied	life	experiences	
with	him	in	addition	to	his	academic	training.	
He	 served	 as	 organist	 and	 choir	 director	 for	
churches	in	various	mainline	denominations	for	
almost	40	years.	During	his	eleven	year	service	
at	Christ	Church	in	New	Jersey,	he	helped	to	
oversee	various	outreach	projects.	He	served	as	
executive	director	of	a	program	that	distributed	
bags	of	paper	and	personal	care	products	to	in-
dividuals	and	families	on	public	assistance,	and	
of	the	Mary	and	Martha	Soup	Kitchen	which	
served		three	weekly	meals	to	the	community.

Christ Church is located on West Main Street in 
Susquehanna near the bridge. St. Mark’s is located in New 
Milford at 115 Main Street (Route 11).
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Sudan: U. S. Policy and New Hope revisited
[The Ven. Howard Stringfellow is Archdeacon for the Diocese of Bethlehem and supply priest for Good 
Shepherd Scranton. This article appeared on the Diobeth newSpin blog on February 2, 2010.]Two	 missioners	 returned	 to	 the	

Diocese	of	Bethlehem	from	the	Diocese	
of	Kajo-Keji	a	few	days	ago.		Dean	Anthony	
R.	Pompa	and	Senior	Warden	Raymond	
Arcario	 of	 the	 Cathedral	 Church	 of	
the	Nativity	 in	Bethlehem	have	seen	
and	heard	first-hand	what	life	is	like	
for	 our	 brothers	 and	 sisters	 in	 our	
companion	diocese.

Seeing,	 in	 fact,	 is	 believing.	 	 Just	 reading	
or	 hearing	 the	 words	 about	 Sudan	
cannot	 alone	 convey	 the	 grim	 cir-
cumstances	 in	 which	 the	 Christians	
in	 Kajo-Keji	 remain	 faithful	 and	 even	
optimistic.		Their	lives	write	a	story	more	
of	faith	and	hope	than	of	poverty	and	war	
though	poverty	and	war	touch	each	of	their	
lives.	 	From	Bishop	Paul	and	Diana’s	visit	
to	 Kajo-Keji	 in	 January,	 2005,	 until	 now,	
the	 faith	 of	 the	 people	 in	 Sudan	 has	
inspired	 and	 encouraged	 us	 to	 support	
them	 with	 the	 means	 we	 have	 and	 to	
draw	 from	 them	 something	 of	 their	
exceptional	 example.	 	 The	 consistent	
report	 of	 all	 the	 missioners	 to	 Kajo-Keji	
from	Bethlehem	has	been	that	their	faith	is	
remarkable,	enviable,	and	deeply	moving.

In	 January	 several	 relief	 organiza-
tions	 published	 “Rescuing	 the	 Peace	 in	
Southern	Sudan.”		(Read	the	report	here:	
http://www.oxfam.org/en/policy/rescu-
ing-peace-southern-sudan.)	 	 It	 states	
unequivocally	 the	 depravity	 of	 the	
impoverishment	 in	which	our	sisters	
and	brothers	live	and	remain	faithful:

“The	 region’s	 development	 indicators	
are	at	the	bottom	of	the	scale.		A	pregnant	
woman	 in	 southern	 Sudan	 has	 a	 greater	
chance	 of	 dying	 from	 pregnancy-related	
complications	 than	a	woman	almost	any-
where	 else	 in	 the	 world.	 	 Around	 90	 per	
cent	of	southern	Sudanese	women	cannot	
read	 or	 write.	 	 Half	 the	 population	 does	
not	 have	 access	 to	 safe	 drinking	 water.		
Southern	 Sudan	 suffers	 a	 crippling	 dis-
ease	burden	with	hyper-endemic	malaria,	
meningitis,	 cholera,	 and	 haemorrhagic	
fever.	 	 In	many	rural	 locations,	children	
lack	schools,	people	are	chronically	mal-
nourished,	and	it	takes	days	to	walk	to	
the	nearest	health	centre.”

Moreover	 alongside	 poverty	 the	
people	 of	 Sudan	 continue	 to	 absorb	
the	 consequences	 of	 war.	 	 In	 2005,	
the	 Comprehensive	 Peace	 Agreement	
(CPA)	 brought	 to	 a	 conclusion	 the	
longest	 running	 war	 in	 Africa.	 	 The	
CPA	 brought	 together	 Sudan’s	 central	
government	and	the	Sudanese	People’s	
Liberation	 Movement	 (SPLM),	 and	
ended	a	brutal	civil	war	that	killed	two	
million	people	and	displaced	 four	mil-
lion	others.		The	CPA	brought	gains	for	
Southern	 Sudan	 including	 the	 estab-
lishment	of	the	Government	of	South-
ern	 Sudan	 (GOSS),	 improvements	 in	
security,	 the	 return	 of	 many	 displaced	
persons,	 and	 the	 expansion	 of	 com-
merce,	markets,	and	trade.

January	9	was	 the	fifth	 anniversary	of	
the	CPA.		Marking	the	occasion	the	day	
before,	Secretary	of	State	Hillary	Rodham	
Clinton	 said,	 “Since	 2005,	 the	 ceasefire	
has,	 for	 the	 most	 part,	 held.	 	 Northern	
troops	have	pulled	out	of	the	South	and	
a	new	government	of	national	unity	was	
formed	in	Khartoum.		A	regional	govern-

ment	of	Southern	Sudan	was	created	 in	
Juba.	 	 Oil	 wealth	 has	 been	 shared	 with	
the	South.		The	parties	have	made	prog-
ress	on	some	of	the	disputed	border	areas	
of	 Abyei	 and	 have	 passed	 legislation	 to	
prepare	for	elections	and	the	2011	refer-
enda	of	self-determination.”

By	referring	to	the	national	elections	in	
April	and	the	referendum	in	January,	2011,	
Secretary	 Clinton	 points	
to	 the	 significance	of	 the	
next	twelve	months	to	the	
people	of	Sudan.		Indeed,	
the	 next	 year	 without	
question	 is	 extremely	
important.	 	 The	 CPA	
calls	 for	 a	 number	 of	
key	 accomplishments	
in	 the	 six-year	 interim	
period	 before	 the	 refer-
endum.		By	many	reports	
this	 implementation	 is	
far	behind	schedule.		The	
North	and	South	enter	the	
final	year	with	a	number	of	
points	 of	 controversy	 on	
the	horizon.

In	 April	 Sudan	 will	 hold	 the	 first	 free	
general	election	since	1986.		The	Sudanese	
will	 elect	 a	 president	 of	 the	 republic	 and	
the	federal	parliament	as	well	as	governors	
for	the	regional	states	and	members	of	their	
chambers.		The	South	will	elect	a	president	
for	 GOSS	 and	 members	 of	 the	 regional	
parliament	that	sits	in	Juba.

In	 January	 of	 next	 year,	 the	 South	
will	vote	on	whether	to	remain	part	of	a	
united	Sudan	or	secede.		The	demarca-
tion	of	the	oil-rich	North-South	border	
and	the	exact	division	of	oil	and	other	
revenues	between	the	North	and	South	
still	 escape	 agreement.	 	 They	 are	 to	
draw	the	thirteen	hundred	mile	border	
between	their	regions	this	year,	a	most	
delicate	issue	because	of	the	significant	
oil	reserves	in	the	area.

Alongside	 Secretary	 Clinton,	 Special	
Envoy	to	Sudan	Scott	Gration	said,	“We’re	
also	very	 concerned	 about	 the	 security	 in	
the	 South.	 	 You’ve	 all	 seen	 the	 numbers.		
The	trend	is	up,	and	we’re	very	concerned	
that	the	security	issues,	the	tribal	fighting,	
the	 inter-community	 conflicts	 that	 are	
taking	 place,	 could	 be	 factors	 that	 make	
it	 more	 difficult	 to	 implement	 the	 Com-
prehensive	Peace	Agreement	and,	if	the	
South	 chooses	 to	 secede,	 will	 make	 it	
more	difficult	to	birth	that	nation.”

General	 Gration’s	 comments	 are	 in-
structive.	 	 Not	 every	 attack,	 not	 every	
act	 of	 violence	 raises	 the	 specter	 of	 the	
breakdown	of	the	CPA.		Much	violence	
is	tribal,	and	much	violence	is	between	
southerners	 unprovoked	 by	 outsiders.		
Much	of	the	violence	would	probably	
occur	 if	 the	 issues	 surrounding	 the	
CPA,	the	national	elections,	and	the	
referendum	 were	 settled.	 	 A	 lack	 of	
security,	 however,	 for	 whatever	 reason	
remains	a	lack	of	security.

By	 several	 reports	 the	 National	 Secu-
rity	 Council	 Deputies	 Committee	 met	 in	
Washington	 on	 January	 22	 for	 the	 first	
of	 its	 quarterly	 meetings	 to	 review	 the	
progress	 of	 the	 new	 policy	 of	 the	
United	 States	 toward	 Sudan,	 an-

nounced	 in	 October.	 	 Members	of	 the	
group	are	Tom	Donilon,	Deputy	National	
Security	Advisor;	Michèle	Flournoy,	Un-
der	Secretary	of	Defense	for	Policy;	Stuart	
Levy,	Under	Secretary	of	 the	Treasury	 for	
Terrorism	and	Financial	Intelligence;	Erica	
Barks-Ruggles,	 Deputy	 to	 the	 Permanent	
Representative	of	the	U.	S.	to	the	United	
Nations;	 and	 Jim	Steinberg,	Deputy	 Sec-

retary	 of	 State.	 	 The	
meeting	to	discuss	next	
steps	 in	 the	 policy	
toward	 Sudan	 was	
confidential.	 	 Wide-
spread,	 however,	 are	
hopes	 that	 President	
Obama	 will	 increase	
pressure	 on	 Sudan	 to	
produce	 meaningful	
progress	 toward	 peace.		
Observers	in	Sudan	and	
the	 United	 States	 ask	
how	 firm	 the	 United	
States	 will	 be	 toward	
Sudan	 should	 the	 plans	
for	 elections	 in	 April	 or	
for	 the	 referendum	early	
next	year	stall.

Meanwhile,	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	
pursues	 its	 mission	 in	 Kajo-Keji.	 	 New	
Hope’s	construction	continues	at	a	good	
pace.	 	 The	 Gaderu	 Primary	 School,	
the	 second	 of	 five	 primary	 schools	 to	
be	 built	 by	 New	 Hope,	 consisting	 of	
two	 four-classroom	 blocks,	 has	 been	
substantially	 completed.	 	 Remaining	
only	are	the	final	coat	of	paint	and	the	
cleaning	of	the	construction	site.	 	The	
expected	date	of	completion	is	February	
15,	according	to	Stephen	Tomor	Kenyi	
who	coördinates	New	Hope	projects	in	
Kajo-Keji	for	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem.

Materials	 began	 arriving	 at	 the	 con-
struction	 site	of	 the	Liwolo	School	on	
January	25.	 	Liwolo,	the	third	of	the	five	
primary	 schools,	 like	 Gaderu,	 will	 be	
constructed	 of	 two	 four-classroom	
blocks.

Phase	4	of	 the	Canon	Benaiah	Poggo	
College,	construction	of	the	Kitchen	and	
Dining	Hall,	has	progressed	to	the	point	
of	the	pouring	of	the	slab.

The	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	has	taken	as	
its	proper	 share	of	our	 relationship	with	
the	Diocese	of	Kajo-Keji	the	construction	
of	 the	College	and	five	primary	 schools.		
New	Hope	is	our	best	answer	to	the	mate-
rial	impoverishment	of	Kajo-Keji.		I	have	
no	 answer	 for	 the	 steadfast	 faith	 of	 the	
people	 of	 Kajo-Keji	 except	 to	 pray	 that	
mine	will	be	able	one	day	to	match	it.

’Twas	ever	thus.		From	my	first	visit	in	
2006	until	now,	the	faith	of	the	Sudanese	
has	 moved	 me	 very	 deeply.	 	 In	 January,	
2007,	while	in	Kajo-Keji,	I	was	given	the	
grace	to	write	in	my	diary:

“Thou	I	noticed	 it	first,	 the	economic	
and	 infrastructural	 situation,	 however,	
fails	to	be	the	chief	characteristic	of	the	
people.	 	 That	 honor	 belongs	 to	 their	
deep	 and	 yet	 (in	 every	 positive	 way)	
superficial	 faith	 in	 Jesus	Christ.	 	Every	
meeting	 begins	 with	 earnest	 spontaneous	
prayer,	 and	 every	 small	 speech	 and	 word	
of	welcome	begins	with	 ‘Praise	 the	Lord!’		
They	 mean	 it:	 by	 their	 own	 report	 Jesus	
Christ	has	saved	them	from	so	many	things	
other	 than	merely	existential	ones.	 	They	
have	been	saved	from	war	and	the	remnants	
of	 war,	 brief	 incursions	 and	 hostilities	 from	
their	enemies,	and	land	mines	that	are	still	
being	decommissioned	by	 the	United	Na-
tions.		Every	day’s	activities	conclude	with	
a	 Scriptural	 reflection	 that	 invariably	
sews	a	credible	connection	between	God’s	
revelation	 and	 the	 dusty	 duties	
each	 person	 cannot	but	undertake	
to	survive.

“The	 people	 of	 Kajo-Keji	 proudly	
identify	 themselves	 as	 your	 and	 my	
brothers	and	sisters,	united	as	one	family,	
as	Canon	Henry	Leju	said	in	greeting	us,	
‘by	the	sacred	blood	of	Jesus	Christ.’		He	
and	others	could	find,	 if	they	wished,	so	
many	 things	 to	distinguish	us.	 	 Instead,	
he	 chose	 the	 Thing	 that	 unites	 us	 for	
time	and	for	eternity.”

By ArchdeAcon howArd StrinGfeLLow

Bishop Anthony Poggo to visit 
Diocese of Bethlehem

munication	and	publishing	director,	 and,	
most	 recently,	executive	director.	He	has	
ministered	since	that	time	also	as	attached	
clergy	 to	 St.	 Luke’s	 in	 Kenyatta	 (part	 of	
All	Saints	Cathedral	 in	Nairobi,	Kenya).	
He	has	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	public	ad-
ministration	and	management,	a	master’s	
degree	in	biblical	studies,	and	an	MBA.	He	
is	fluent	in	spoken	and	written	English	and	
Bari,	fair	in	spoken	Arabic	and	Kishwahili,	
and	 has	 a	 working	 knowledge	 of	 biblical	
Hebrew	and	Greek.	

Bishop	Anthony	Poggo	is	scheduled	to	
visit	our	diocese	the	first	week	of	March.	
Although	 Bishop	 Anthony’s	 primary	
purpose	 is	 to	 meet	 with	 Bishop	 Paul,	
there	 will	 be	 a	 number	 of	 opportuni-
ties	 for	 members	 of	 the	 diocese	 to	
meet	 Bishop	 Anthony	 while	 he	 is	
here.	Bishop	Anthony	will	visit	with	
the	clergy	at	several	clergy	Bible	studies,	
meet	with	the	youth	and	World	Mission	
Commission	 members,	 and	 attend	 ser-
vices	 at	 St.	 Stephen’s	 Pro-Cathedral,	
Wilkes-Barre	as	well	as	Church	of	the	
Redeemer,	in	Sayre.	For	a	full	schedule,	
please	 see	 our	 newSpin	 blog	 at:	 www.
diobeth.typepad.com.

Born	1964	in	Kajo	Keji,	Bishop	Anthony	
Dangasuk	Poggo	is	married	to	Jane	Basa	
Namurye.	 They	 have	 three	 children:	
Grace,	Faith	and	Joy.	Ordained	a	priest,	
1996,	 he	 has	 worked	 with	 ACROSS,	 a	
Christian	 aid	 and	 relief	 organization	 in	
Sudan,	 Kenya	 and	 Uganda,	 in	 several	
capacities,	 including	 coordinator,	 com-

Photo by howard Stringfellow
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Sounds like fun

Lehigh Valley knitters and crocheters 
make Hats for the Homeless a sucess
By dAvid howeLL

It’s	heads	up	for	Hats	for	the	Homeless,	
as	 Lehigh	 Valley	 knitters	 and	 crocheters	
respond	to	the	needy	during	cold	weather.	
JoAnne	Turcotte,	 owner	of	The	Knitter’s	
Edge	in	Bethlehem,	said	that	knitters	have	
had	 a	 long	 history	 of	 public	 service.	 She	
noted	the	recent	activity	 in	caps	 for	che-
motherapy	patients,	and	for	helmet	liners	
for	 U.S.	 solders	 serving	 overseas.	 During	
World	Wars	I	and	II,	handicrafters	did	their	
part	in	creating	warm	items	that	reminded	
the	troops	of	home.

Since	her	shop	had	only	opened	a	few	
months	 earlier,	 Turcotte	 missed	 doing	
any	 charity	 work	 for	 Christmas.	 When	
January	 came,	 she	 said,	 “I’ve	 gotta	 do	
something.”	Her	original	“challenge”	 to	
the	 knitting	 community,	 a	 goal	 of	 one	
hundred	 hats,	 was	 met	 within	 a	 week.	
Right	 before	 the	 end	 of	 the	 challenge	
on	February	2,	she	had	498.	They	come	
from	a	Thursday	afternoon	charity	group	
that	knits	at	the	shop,	and	from	outside	
groups	and	individuals.

Saturday	 afternoon	 is	 a	 busy	 time	 at	
Knitter’s	 Edge,	 with	 customers	 bustling	
in	and	classes	going	on	in	various	rooms.	
The	youngest	hat	maker,	Maria,	came	in	
for	a	visit.	Maria’s	 grandmother	 teaches	
at	the	shop,	and	began	knitting	with	her	
granddaughter	 when	 the	 youngster	 was	
five	years	old.	

Now	nine,	Maria	not	only	knits	hats	but	
designed	her	own	hat	pattern.	Maria’s	hat	
pattern	is	available	for	free	at	the	store,	as	

is	 heavily	 discounted	 yarn	 for	 those	 who	
want	to	participate	in	making	Hats	for	the	
Homeless,	or	other	charity	knit	projects.	

The	Thursday	3:30	p.m.	charity	group	
originally	 began	 by	 making	 prayer	
beads	 under	 the	 leadership	 of	 Gabriele	
Whittier,	associate	 for	administration	at	
Trinity	Episcopal	Church	in	Bethlehem.	
Looking	for	
additional	
activities	
to	 help	 the	
community,	
the	 group	
began	 knit-
ting	 and	
crocheting	
about	 two	
years	 ago.	
They	discov-
ered	 needs	
such	as	prayer	
shawls,	 caps	
for	 chemo-
t h e r a p y	
p a t i e n t s	
and	incubator	baby	blankets	for	area	hos-
pitals.	The	group	moved	to	Knitter’s	Edge	
in	spring	2009	when	it	became	too	large	for	
her	home.	Anywhere	 from	four	 to	fifteen	
people	meet	weekly	in	the	current	group,	
and	they	count	about	65	on	their	list.

Information	 about	 the	 group’s	
chemo	 cap	 activities	 can	 be	 found	 at	
http://articles.mcall.com/2009-03-21/
news/4334875_1_cancer-patients-caps-
american-cancer-society

Another	 knitting	 program	 which	 has	
been	ongoing	in	the	Valley	is	the	Annual	
Blue	Scarf	Drive	for	the	Child	Advocacy	
Center	 of	 Lehigh	 County.	 The	program	
will	 also	 accept	 mittens,	 hats,	 and	 other	
items	 for	distribution	 to	 children	at	 local	
schools.	On	Saturday,	 January	30,	a	knit-
ting	circle	that	had	contributed	blue	scarves	

dropped	
off	 some	
40	 hats	
for	 the	
homeless,	
while	the	
group	 at	
Knitter’s	
E d g e	
has	 been	
m a k i n g	
s c a r v e s	
and	 do-
n a t i n g	
yarn	 to	
the	 Blue	
S c a r f	
p e o p l e .	
“It’s	 a	

close	knit	community—pun	intended,”	
said	one	of	the	knitters.	

Lois	 Tarbell	 was	 also	 at	 the	 shop	 on	
Saturday.	 She	 is	 in	 a	 prayer	 shawl	
knitting	 group	 centered	 at	 Epworth	
United	 Methodist	 Church.	 For	 more	 in-
formation,	contact	her	at	tarbellj@fast.net.

One	 of	 the	 charity	 knitting	 group’s	
most	 exciting	 developments	 is	 acquir-
ing	permission	to	be	a	Community	Ser-

vice	 project	 for	 the	 Bethlehem	 Area	
School	 District.	 Between	 three	 and	 six	
students	 are	 knitting	 hats	 and	 scarves.	
Project	 leader	 Mother	 Laura	 Howell	
from	 Trinity	 Bethlehem	 feels	 that	
although	 it	 is	 great	 for	 kids	 to	 learn	
the	 creative	 skills,	 there	 should	 also	
be	 an	 educational	 component.	 In	
January,	 Sara	 Klingner,	 administra-
tor	 of	 the	 Nurse-Family	 Partnership	
spoke	 to	 the	 group	 about	 its	 programs	
with	young	moms	and	new	babies.	The	
group	is	also	making	caps	 for	toddlers.	
In	February,	 a	 representative	of	 the	
Child	 Advocacy	 Center	 will	 be	
speaking	 to	 the	 group	 about	 their	
strategy	to	address	child	abuse.	And	
incidentally,	collecting	scarves	that	
are	being	created	for	them.	

In	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Bethlehem,	 there	
has	 long	 been	 a	 Christmas	 at	 Sea	
program,	 where	 people	 knit	 hats	 and	
scarves	for	mariners.

Distribution	 of	 Hats	 for	 the	 Homeless	 is		
being	handled	through	Trinity	Bethlehem.	A	
large	box	of	hats	will	be	going	to		Trinity	
Easton	 for	distribution,	and	to	various	
other	 soup	 kitchens,	 shelter	 sites,	 and	
food	 pantries	 such	 as	 the	 Pennsylvaina	
Avenue	 Interfaith	 Food	 Bank.	 Small	
hats	 will	 go	 to	 Nurse-Family	 Partnership	
for	 their	 children.	 For	 more	 information	
on	 the	 project	 contact	 Mother	 Laura	 at	
laura@trinitybeth.org.	Hats	are	free.

[Dave Howell of Trinity Bethlehem is a freelance 
writer who volunteers his time and talent for Dioc-
esan Life.]

Photo by Kat lehman

Local knitters and crocheters celebrate the gathering of hats for the homeless.

By JAnine UnGvArSKy
for the Times Leader, wiLKeS-BArre

Ten	kids	jiggled	and	wiggled.	Some	got	
up	 from	 their	 seats	 and	 danced	 around	
the	room.	They	banged	things	together.	
They	clapped	and	even	sang	out	loud—
all	while	 their	moms	beamed	and	 their	
teacher	cheered	them	on.

The	 tykes	were	 at	Trinity	Episcopal	
Church	 for	 the	 very	 first	 local	 class	
of	 a	 national	 music	 program	 called	
Music	 Together.	 Touted	 as	 “music	 and	
movement	 classes	 for	 infants,	 toddlers,	

preschoolers	and	the	grown-ups	who	love	
them,”	 the	 first	 of	 a	 series	 of	 ongoing	
10-week	sessions	began	two	weeks	ago.

The	 first	 class	 started	 out	 looking	 a	
bit	like	an	Easter	egg	hunt.	Kids	eagerly	
crowded	around	the	basket	held	by	teacher	
Mary	Rose	Rickenbach	to	take	a	periwinkle	
blue	 egg-shaped	 rattle,	 something	 even	
the	 little	 8-month-old	 music	 makers	
knew	 how	 to	 play.	 Some	 shook	 their	
eggs	from	the	safety	of	mom’s	lap.	Others	
joined	Rickenbach’s	chorus	of	“biddie	biddie	
bum	bum	ba	dum	pa	dum’s.”	A	few	held	onto	
those	eggs	long	after	Rickenbach	had	moms	
and	kids	marching	around	in	a	circle	singing	
“Riggity	Jig	and	Away	We	Go!”

“Oh	yes,	yes!”	cried	Nathan	Sutton,	
2,	 when	 Rickenbach	 brought	 out	 the	
basket	 of	 rhythm	 sticks.	 The	 sticks	
were	 a	 big	 hit	 with	 most	 of	 the	 kids,	
who	delighted	in	banging	them	together	
and	testing	out	the	sounds	they	made	
when	 they	 hit	 the	 floor	 or	 tapped	
mom’s	leg.

According	 to	Rickenbach,	who	 retired	
last	June	after	36	years	teaching	elementa-
ry	school,	testing	out	the	sounds	is	exactly	
the	point	of	a	Music	Together		class.	“It’s	
not	a	program	to	teach	you	how	to	play	an	
instrument,”	 she	 said.	 “It’s	 really	 a	music	
program	based	on	learning	to	enjoy	music	
and	 hear	 the	 rhythm	 patterns.	 It’s	 about	
learning	that	music	is	fun.”

Kids	 and	 their	 grown-ups	 also	 get	 a	
songbook	 with	 activities	 to	 enjoy	 at	

home	 and	 two	 copies	
of	a	song	CD	—	one	for	
the	 house	 and	 one	 for	
the	car.	The	grown-ups	
are	active	class	partici-
pants,	 dancing	 with	
kids	 in	 their	 arms	 and	
singing	along.

It	was	his	own	experi-
ence	 that	 led	 The	 Rev.	
John	Major	to	bring	the	
program	 to	 Trinity.	 He	
said	 when	 he	 and	 wife	
Sandy	visit	their	nieces			they	become	part	
of	 the	 girls’	 lives	 in	 every	 way—including	
attending	Music	Together		classes.	“Seeing	
their	 delight	 in	 making	 music	 that	 day	
and	 experiencing	 the	 making	 of	 mu-
sic	 with	 them	 convinced	 us	 that	 every	
child,	 parent,	 grandparent	 our	 aunt	 or	
uncle	who	loves	them	shouldn’t	miss	out	
on	this	experience,”	Major	said.

But	 Major	 discovered	 that	 although	
the	program	is	popular	in	other	areas	of	
the	country,	the	closest	class	was	at	least	
an	 hour	 away	 from	 here.	 “One	 of	 our	
tasks	as	a	parish	is	 to	assess	community	
needs	and	respond	in	a	helpful	way	if	we	
can,”	Major	said.	He	got	grants	from	the	
Episcopal	 Appalachian	 Ministries	 and	
The	 Episcopal	 Diocese	 of	 Bethlehem	
and	sent	Rickenbach	to	Scarsdale,	N.Y.,	
for	 four	 days	 of	 training	 so	 the	 church	
could	become	an	accredited	site	for	the	
program.

“When	I’m	shaking	a	pair	of	maracas	
or	 tapping	 a	 tambourine	 or	 singing	 a	
song	with	my	4-year-old	niece	I’m	very	
happy	 and	 she	 is,	 too,”	 Major	 said,	
noting	that	builds	positive	family	ex-
periences	 and	 good	 memories.	 “This	
is	what	we	want	for	our	participants:	
something	memorable,	formative	and	
something	 that	 keeps	 us	 together—
the	experience	called	music.”

That	 was	 exactly	 what	 brought	
Kingston	resident	Melanie	Damico	and	
her	15-month-old	daughter	Samantha	to	
the	class.	“She	loves	music	and	so	do	I,”	
Damico	said	as	Samantha	stood	on	the	
colorful	floor	mat,	holding	her	egg	rattle	
and	bouncing	and	shaking	her	diapered	
bottom	to	the	music’s	rhythm.	“I	wanted	
us	to	learn	some	new	songs,	meet	some	
new	kids	and	have	fun.	This	is	great.	It’s	
perfect.”

Nathan Johnston, 2, has his hands full with percussion instruments 
during Music Together  at Trinity Episcopal Church in West Pittston.

Jessica Kolinovsky plays an egg-shaped 
rattle with her 8-month-old daughter 

PhotoS by  aimee dilger, timeS leader
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After the construction ends, learning begins

New Bethany and Grace 
Allentown plan group home 

By chArLie BAreBo

At	the	College	and	our	Romogi	New	Hope	
School	the	dust	is	settling	and	the	learning	is	
beginning.	Thus	 far	we	have	reported	pri-
marily	on	construction	activities	and	some	
of	the	significant	changes	our	brothers	and	
sisters	 have	 seen	 in	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Kajo	
Keji.	These	buildings	are	a	vehicle	to	learning.	
Let’s	take	a	minute	and	review	what	type	
of	program	is	currently	being	offered	at	the	
college	as	well	as	plans	for	the	future.	

The	 primary	 program	 at	 the	 Canon		
Benaiah	Poggo	College	 is	 a	 three-year	
course	in	theology.	This	is	done	in	prepa-
ration	for	ordination.	The	graduate	of	the	
program	 is	
awarded	 a	
certificate.	
The	 College	
Board	 then	
makes	 a	
series	 of	
recommen-
d a t i o n s .	
T h e s e	
i n c l u d e	
w h a t	
type	 of	
ordained	
ministry	 the	
student	 is	
best	 suited	
for:	are	they	
ready	for	a	parish	or	do	they	need	to	work	
with	experienced	clergy	for	a	time?	This	
recommendation	 is	 confidentially	
given	 to	 the	 Bishop,	 corresponding	
Archdeacon	and	the	candidate.

There	 are	 ten	 students	 scheduled	
for	 ordination	 in	 2011	 when	 this	 first	
group	receives	their	certificates.	In	May	
a	diploma	program	will	start.	Theology	
courses	 are	 currently	 offered.	 In	Feb-
ruary	education	and	community	develop-
ment	courses	are	to	be	added.	In	May	the	
program	will	be	rounded	out	with	the	ad-
dition	of	business	administration	courses.

Many	of	the	priests	in	Kajo	Keji	have	
not	had	the	benefit	of	formal	training	in	
seminary.	Concurrent	with	the	certificate	
program	a	remedial	program	is	being	of-
fered	 for	 priests	who	have	not	 attended	
seminary.	 The	 remedial	 program	 is	 a	
three-year	program.	The	program	is	based	
on	a	three-month	set	of	courses	for	three	
consecutive	years.	

A	group	of	21	priests	 started	 in	2008,	
while	a	second	group	of	23	started	in	2009.	
Bishop	 Anthony	 states	 this	 has	 been	 a	
very	 popular	 program	 with	 the	 priests	
due	 to	 the	 curriculum	 and	 the	 length	
of	 courses.	 The	 parishes	 are	 happy	 to	

lose	 their	
priests	 for	
only	 three	
months	 a	
year	 and	
the	students	
are	 over-
joyed	 with	
the	 oppor-
tunity	 for	
education.	
Student	ages	
range	 from	
late	 twenties	
to	 the	 six-
ties	 in	 the	
r e m e d i a l	

program.	

The	Government	of	Southern	Sudan	has	
and	 is	 continuing	 to	 assess	 the	 college.	
Criteria	they	assess	are	the	buildings,	
infrastructure,	 teacher	 qualifications	
and	 curriculum.	 The	GoSS	Minister	of	
Education	has	written	a	 letter	accrediting	
the	college.	The	government	is	work-
ing	 to	 raise	 funds	 for	 scholarships	
to	the	college.

The	Rev.	Henry	Leju	has	 approached	
the	 Association	 of	 Ugandan	 Christian	
Colleges	 for	 accreditation	 or	 affiliation.	
The	 demands	 for	 affiliation	 are	 high,	
sixty	percent	of	 tuitions	 and	complete	

c o n t r o l	
over	 the	
curriculum.	
Currently	
the	Diocese	
of	Kajo	Keji	
c a n n o t	
afford	 the	
f i n a n c i a l	
costs	 nor	
does	 it	
wish	 to	
give	 up	
academic	
control	 of	
the	college.

It	 is	 a	
m i r a c l e	
that	 today	
a	 function-
ing	 college	
exists	that	was	just	a	dream	two	and	a	half	
years	ago.	Out	of	the	tiny	acorn	the	mighty	
oak	 does	 grow.	 While	 there	 are	 still	
challenges	 ahead,	 given	 the	 obstacles	
we	 (both	here	 and	 in	Kajo	Keji)	have	
faced,	I	feel	confident	we	will	succeed.	

Shortly	 after	 Henry	 Leju	 shared	 the	
info	 that	 was	 the	 basis	 of	 this	 article	
he	collapsed.	He	was	taken	to	the	Kajo	
Keji	Infirmary	where	he	was	diagnosed	
with	a	 serious	but	 treatable	condition.	
I	ask	your	prayers	
for	 him	 and	 all	
involved	 at	 the	
college:	 staff,	
students	 and	
management.	 I	
will	 prepare	 a	
follow	up	on	 the	
two	 operational	
primary	 schools	
and	 a	 look	 at	
the	 two	 under	
construction	 for	
the	 next	 issue	 of		
Diocesan Life.

[CEO of Otterbine Barebo, Inc, Charlie 

Barebo is chair of the New Hope Campaign, 

a member of Diocesan Council, the World 

Mission Committee and Development 

Officer for the Diocese of Bethlehem on 

Bishop Paul’s staff. He was an elected 

deputy to the 2009 General Convention 

of the Episcopal Church.]
Henry Leju teaching at the college.

Students get connected in the new  computer classroom at the college.

Ray Acario, Bishop Anthony and Tony Pompa at the dedication of Gaderu 
Primary School in memory of Victoria “Lala” Leach

PhotoS Provided by Charlie barebo

Renovation	 of	 a	 three-story,	 six-
person	 group	 home	 next	 to	 Grace	
Allentown	 is	 expected	 to	 begin	 in	
April	 and	 a	 midsummer	 opening	 is	
anticipated.	

New	 Bethany	 Ministries,	 which	
has	 attacked	 the	 homeless	 problem	
in	Bethlehem	for	nearly	25	years,	has	
the	 final	$250,000	 it	needs	 to	 launch	
its	 first	 project	 in	 Allentown.	 That	
completes	 a	 $460,000	 plan	 to	 turn	
a	 former	 Grace	 Episcopal	 Church	
building	at	112	N.	Fifth	Street	into	a	
group	home.	Grace	Church	had	used	
the	 building	 for	 an	 AIDS	 outreach	
program	 for	 some	 12	 years	 until	 its	
funding	was	cut.	It	sold	New	Bethany	
the	building	for	half	its	value.		

The	 group	 home	 is	 to	 include	 the	
six	rooms,	a	living	room,	kitchen,	din-
ing	area,	three	bathrooms	and	a	laun-
dry	facility.	The	top	floor	will	be	used	
for	 meetings.	 The	 Lehigh	 County	
Conference	 of	 Churches,	 which	

administers	 programs	 for	 the	
poor,	 will	 choose	 who	 will	 live	
in	 the	 group	 home.	 The	 coalition	
of	 140	 area	 churches	 will	 provide	
rent	 subsidies	 and	 social	 services.	
Grace	 Church,	 which	 operates	 a	
substantial	food	bank	and	a	world	
class	Montessori	School,	will	also	
provide	services.

New	Bethany	offers	single-occupancy	
units	at	other	locations:	10	in	Bethlehem	
and	13	in	Coplay.	It	also	offers	temporary	
housing	 in	 Bethlehem,	 serves	 nearly	
200	lunches	a	day	and	provides	other	
services.	 New	 Bethany	 is	 also	 plan-
ning	a	$2	million	hospitality	center	with	
laundry	 facilities,	 showers	 and	 affordable	
housing	at	 the	 shuttered	Our	Lady	of	
Pompeii	 Catholic	 Church	 in	 south	
Bethlehem.	New	Bethany	is	scheduled	
to	close	on	the	property	April	1.

[New Bethany Ministries, community 
and ecumenically operated, is owned by the 
Diocese of Bethlehem.]

ECW explores art with Ron Miller

Photo by bruCe miller

At the May 12, 2010 ECW meeting at 
Kirby House, Dr. Miller is planning to ex-
plore “Messages- Obvious and Obscure-in 
Christian Art Throughout the Ages.” 

Ronald	 Royce	 Miller	 completed	
his	 early	 theological	 studies	 at	 Union	
Theological	Seminary	in	New	York	City	
(1973)	upon	graduation	 from	Muhlenberg	
College,	Allentown	(1969)	and	some	theo-
logical	 training	at	 the	Lutheran	School	of	
Theology	in	Chicago.	

While	in	seminary	and	for	a	few	years	
after,	he	 served	churches	 in	Montclair,	
NJ,	 and	Manhattan	as	 an	organist	 and	
choir	 director	 and	 on	 the	 support	 staff	
of	the	Lutheran	Church	in	America	in	
New	York	City.	

He	 was	 ordained	 in	 the	 Lutheran	
Church	in	1975.	He	served	for	24	years	
at	 Christ-Saint	 John	 Lutheran	 Church	
in	 West	 New	 York,	 New	 Jersey	 leading	
that	 congregation	 from	 worship	 in	 Ger-
man	 and	 English	 to	 worship	 in	 English	
and	 Spanish.	 In	 1986,	 Miller	 earned	 a	
Doctor	 of	 Ministry	 in	 the	 Convergence	
of	 the	 Episcopal	 and	 Lutheran	 Tradi-
tions	 from	the	Theological	Foundation	

of	Notre	Dame,	Indiana.	In	2000,	he	was	
granted	a	Doctor	of	Philosophy	degree	in	
Liturgical	 Studies	 from	 Drew	 University	
in	Madison,	New	Jersey.	Miller	has	taught	
courses	in	Cross-Cultural	Perspectives	and	
The	American	Experience	as	an	adjunct	
member	 of	 the	 Core	 Curriculum	 faculty	
at	 Metropolitan	 Campus	 of	 Fairleigh	
Dickinson	University	in	Teaneck.	

In	 retirement,	Dr.	Miller	became	a	 full-
time	resident	of	Newfoundland	in	the	Po-
conos	of	Pennsylvania	and	was	licensed	by	
the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	to	serve	here.	

Dr.	 Miller’s	 published	 articles	 include:	
“Mary	 and	 the	 Language	 of	 the	 Senses”	
and	“Multicultural	Worship	in	the	Small	
Urban	 Parish:	
Novelty	 or	
Necessity?”	
Both	 items	
p u b l i s h e d	
in	 Liturgy:	
Journal	 of	
The	Liturgical	
Conference.
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I t ’ s  God  ca l l ing

By cAnon Anne e. Kitch

Recently	 I	 sat	 in	 a	 public	 library	
watching	a	woman	shelving	books.	She	
was	 reading	 the	 shelves,	 a	 tedious	 task	
that	 involves	 carefully	 examining	 the	
call	 number	 on	 each	 book	 binding	 to	
ensure	 each	 book	 is	 on	 the	 right	 shelf	
and	in	the	right	place.	As	 she	worked,	
she	found	several	books	that	were	out	
of	 place,	 and	 meticulously	 rearranged	
the	 shelves	 to	 make	 all	 things	 right.	
I	 observed	 her	 slow	 progress,	 and	 I	
reflected	 that	 sometimes	 I	 feel	 out	
of	place	–	like	a	book	that	has	been	
mis-shelved.	 There	 are	 times	 when	
I	am	not	at	all	sure	where	I	belong.

I’m	 not	 always	 certain	 about	 where	
I’m	going	in	my	life.	I	spend	a	lot	of	time	
wondering	 what	 God	 is	 calling	 me	 to	
do.	You’d	 think	 I	might	have	fi	gured	 it	
out	by	now.	It’s	not	that	I	have	no	idea.	
I	have	made	many	choices	in	my	life	in	
response	to	God’s	call.	 It’s	 just	 that	the	
path	ahead	of	me	never	seems	to	remain	

obvious	 for	 long.	 Let	 me	 be	 clear.	 I	 do	
not	 believe	 that	 God	 has	 a	 plan	 for	
each	of	us	and	that	our	life’s	calling	is	
to	fi	gure	that	plan	out	and	stick	to	 it.	
I	think	God’s	work	of	creation	is	much	
more	 active	 and	 exciting	 than	 that.	
Creation	 is	 going	on	all	 the	 time	and	
we	are	part	of	it	–	all	the	time.	There	is	
a	place	for	each	of	us	in	God’s	creation.	
I	just	don’t	believe	that	there	is	one	set	
of	steps	we	are	each	meant	to	dance.	

It	 might	 be	 easier	 if	 that	 were	
true;	 then	 I	 wouldn’t	 spend	 so	
much	of	my	 time	on	 the	hard	work	
of	 discernment.	 That	 is,	 figuring	
out	 what	 God	 is	 calling	 me	 to	 do	
or	 be.	 Besides,	 if	 God	 really	 had	 it	
that	 specifically	 set	 out	 for	 us,	 and	
if	 God	 loves	 us,	 wouldn’t	 God	 just	
give	us	the	map?	What	I	do	believe	is	
that	God	calls	each	of	us	and	sets	us	
free	within	creation	to	make	choices.	
God	 gives	 us	 gifts	 and	 wants	 us	 to	
use	 them.	 God	 delights	 in	 seeing	
what	we	can	make	of	them.

The	church	teaches	that	these	gifts	are	
for	the	building	up	of	the	body	of	Christ.	
That’s	what	it	says	in	our	Catechism	(p.	
855	 in	 the	 Book	 of	 Common	 Prayer).	
Under	 the	 section	 titled	 The	 Ministry,	
the	fi	rst	question	asked	is,	“Who	are	the	

ministers	 of	 the	 Church?”	 The	 answer:	
lay	persons,	bishops,	priests	 and	deacons.	
The	next	question:	“What	is	the	ministry	
of	the	laity?”	The	ministry	of	lay	persons	
is	to	represent	Christ	and	his	Church,	to	
bear	witness	to	him	wherever	they	may	
be,	 and	 according	 to	 the	 gifts	 given	 to	
them	to	carry	on	Christ’s	work	of	recon-
ciliation	 in	the	world	and	to	take	their	
place	 in	 the	 life,	 worship,	 and	 gover-
nance	of	the	Church.

According	 to	 the	 church’s	 teaching,	
we	 are	 all	 ministers.	 We	 are	 all	 called.	
We	are	all	given	gifts.	 It	 is	 tempting	to	
believe	 that	 call	 and	 vocation	 belong	
to	the	arena	of	saints	and	prophets.	But	
such	 a	 belief	 denies	 God’s	 everyday	
presence	in	everyday	lives.	Hugh	Latimer,	
Bishop	of	Worcester	 in	 the	16th	century	
and	a	well-known	preacher	wrote,	“We	are	
not	to	follow	the	saints	in	their	vocation.	
We	are	to	follow	God	in	our	vocation.	If	
we	try	to	do	what	the	saints	did,	we	may	
miss	 our	 own	 calling.”	 We	 can	 admire	
saints	and	be	inspired	by	prophets,	but	we	
are	meant	to	live	our	own	vocations,	not	
someone	else’s.	 In	 fact,	Bishop	Latimer	
points	out	that	if	we	try	too	hard	to	be	
someone	else,	we	will	miss	who	we	are.	
Or	as	I	saw	on	a	church	sign	once,	“Be	
yourself;	everyone	else	is	taken.”	

God	loved	us	into	being	and	loves	us	
still.	 God	 calls	 us	 and	 gives	 us	 gifts	 for	
ministry.	When	it	comes	to	our	place	in	
the	body	of	Christ	and	in	the	world,	we	
may	not	be	sure	of	our	vocation,	but	God	
is.	Even	when	we	feel	lost	or	misplaced,	
God	has	not	 lost	us.	 In	any	given	 time	
or	 place,	 we	 can	 be	 who	 we	 are:	 God’s	
beloved.

[Anne E. Kitch is Canon for Formation in the 
Christian Faith for the Diocese of Bethlehem.]

Copyright	©	2010	Anne	E.	Kitch

(Hugh	 Latimer	 from	 Fruitful Sermons	
as	quoted	in	Nearer to the Heart of God: 
Daily Readings with the Christian Mys-
tics,	edited	by	Bernard	Bangly,	Paraclete	
2005)
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Diocesan Training Day, April 24 at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre
Diocesan	 Training	 Day	 on	 April	 24,	

2010	will	be	held	at	St.	Stephen’s	Pro-
Cathedral,	Wilkes-Barre	from	9:00	A.M.	
to	3:00	P.M.	There	are	 twelve	different	
workshops	 this	 year.	 Registration	 for	
Training	Day	will	open	online	February	
20th	at	our	web	site	and	close	on	April	
19th.	 The	 following	 are	 workshop	
descriptions.

Morning Workshops:
Vestry 101:	 An	 introduction	 for	 new	

wardens	 and	 vestry	 members	 –	 or	 a	 re-
fresher	 for	experienced	vestry	members	–	
to	the	roles,	responsibilities,	and	realities	of	
parish	leadership.		We	will	look	at	canons,	
models,	strategies,	and	resources	to	assist	
the	elected	leaders	of	parishes.

[Led	by	The	Rt.	Rev.	Paul	V.	Marshall	
and	The	Ven.	Howard	Stringfellow]

Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor: I 
was hungry and you fed me.	The	Ministry	
of	 the	 Lay	 Eucharistic	 Visitor	 extends	
the	celebration	of	Holy	Communion	to	
those	who	are	unable	to	attend	the	gath-
ering	of	the	faithful	–	the	home-bound,	
those	in	hospitals	and	nursing	homes.	

This	two-part	course	leads	to	licensing	
by	the	Bishop.		The	morning	session	will	
look	 at	 Biblical,	 theological,	 and	 his-
torical	background.	In	the	afternoon,	we	
will	discuss	resources	and	practical	con-
siderations	such	as	HIPAA	rules,	safety,	
and	health	concerns.

[Led	by	The	Rev.	Edward	K.	Erb]

Stewardship: Creating a Culture of 
Generosity in These Changing Economic 
Times.	 The	 core	 reference	 will	 be	 the	
book	 “Five	 Practices	 of	 Fruitful	 Con-
gregations”	 by	 Bishop	 Robert	 C.	 Schnase.		
People	 are	 searching	 for	 a	 church	 shaped	
and	 sustained	 by	 Radical	 Hospitality,	
Passionate	 Worship,	 Intentional	 Faith	
Formation,	 Risk-taking	 Mission	 and	
Service,	and	Extravagant	Generosity.		

These	 fundamental	 practices	 are	 criti-
cal	to	the	success	of	congregations.	Their	
presence	 and	 strength	 demonstrate	
congregational	 health,	 vitality,	 and	
fruitfulness.		By	repeating	and	improv-
ing	these	practices,	churches	fulfi	ll	their	
mission	to	make	disciples	of	Jesus	Christ	
for	the	transformation	of	the	world.	

[Led	by:	The	Rev.	Phyllis	M.	Bowers]

Technology and Communication: 
Communication and your parish.	 An	
overview	of	how	to	create	a	communica-
tion	ministry	in	your	parish.	Topics	include	
communicating	 your	 mission	 state-
ment,	determining	your	communication	
needs,	developing	a	plan,	evaluating	ac-
tivities,	and	using	new	electronic	media	
successfully.	 	This	workshop	is	designed	
for	vestry	offi	cers,	parish	communicators	
and	parish	administrators.	

[Led	by	Kat	Lehman,	IT	Coordinator	
for	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	]

Lifelong Christian Formation:  Welcom-
ing Children with Disabilities.	 Creating	
inclusive	 classrooms	 in	 Christian	 com-
munities	benefi	ts	everyone.		Learn	about	
how	the	environment	and	curriculum	you	
choose	set	the	stage	for	how	you	welcome	
children	 with	 disabilities-and	 their	 fami-
lies-	 into	your	programs	 for	 children	and	
youth.	 	 Receive	 take	 home	 material	 and	
references	to	take	this	class	home	with	you	
to	implement	in	your	own	parish.	

[Led	by	Ellyn	Siftar,	Director	of	Youth	
Ministries	Trinity	Church,	Bethlehem]

Afternoon Workshops:
Congregational Development:   Fund-

ing Future Ministries.	Planned	Giving	is	
a	wonderful	blend	of	pastoral	and	stew-
ardship	 ministries.	 Join	 us	 for	 a	 lively	
discussion	 regarding	 both	 aspects	 of	
planned	 giving.	 	 Take	 time	 out	 from	
the	 day-to-day	 stresses	 of	 short-term	
fi	nancial	 management	 and	 discover	 a	
path	 refl	ecting	 your	 core	 values,	 and	

how	 that	 relates	 to	 developing	 a	 will,	
shaped	 by	 your	 Christian	 preamble	 for	
your	 will.	 Our	 most	 important	 values	
should	be	refl	ected	in	our	ultimate	legal	
documents.	We	will	also	discuss	easy	to	
implement	 and	 manage	 programs	 de-
signed	 to	 make	 both	 the	 pastoral	 and	
stewardship	 elements	 an	 ongoing	 min-
istry	 in	 your	 church.	 Over	 45%	 of	 the	
churches	 in	 our	 diocese	 are	 currently	
funding	 operations	 with	 endowments.	
Now	is	the	right	time	to	start	this	minis-
try	in	your	parish.	

[Led	by	Charlie	Barebo]	

Ministry of the Lay Eucharistic Visitor 
Continued.

Stewardship: Creating a Culture of Gen-
erosity in These Changing Economic Times 
repeated	from	the	morning	session.

Treasurers’ Workshop:	 	 We	 will	 focus	
on	 Cash	 Receipts,	 Cash	 Disbursements,	
Internal	 Controls,	 and	 Audits.	 	 We	
will	 also	 review	 the	 Balance	 Sheet	
and	Revenue	and	Expense	statements.	
Help	 will	 be	 provided	 for	 completing	
the	Parochial	Report.		A	question	and	
answer	session	will	follow.

[Led	by	R.	Bruce	Reiner	and	Richard	
Guyer]

Lifelong Christian Formation:  Life-
long Christian Formation Means Life-
long.	How	do	we	encourage	adults	in	
our	congregations	to	actively	engage	
in	 their	 own	 faith	 formation?	 This	
workshop	 explores	 the	 Charter	 for	
Lifelong	Christian	Formation	adopt-
ed	 by	 General	 Convention	 in	 2009	
and	 it’s	 implications	 for	 parish	 life.	
We	will	 address	 the	particular	needs	
of	adult	learners.	Hands-on	resources	
for	adult	study	will	be	presented.	

[Led	by	The	Rev.	Anne	E.	Kitch,	Can-
on	for	Formation	in	the	Christian	Faith	]

Youth: Youth Mission.	 Kim	 Rowles	
will	 lead	 a	 discussion	 about	 supporting	
youth	 mission	 in	 diocesan,	 parish	 and	
individual	 mission	 projects.	 	 Missions	
projects	 discussed	 include	 the	 Youth	
New	 Hope	 Pledge,	 The	 Animal	 Food	
Bank	 of	 the	 Lehigh	 Valley,	 New	 Or-
leans	Mission	Trips	of	2007	and	2009,	
Junior	High	Mission	Trip	of	2008	and	
the	upcoming	 trip	of	2010.	 	One	par-
ish’s	 response	 to	 mission	 -	 St.	 Gabri-
el’s	 Tuesday’s	 to	 Serve	 program	 will	
be	 highlighted	 as	 a	 model.	 Teens	 are	
much	 more	 passionate	 than	 we	 give	
them	credit	for	and	we	will	also	discuss	
“Loose	Change	to	Loosen	Chains”	the	
mission	of	Zach	Hunter!	

[Led	by	Kim	Rowles]	

Health Ministries:	 Health	 ministry	
in	a	local	congregation	is	an	intentional	
ministry	focusing	on	both	healing	and	
health	 of	 body,	 mind	 and	 spirit,	
combining	 the	 ancient	 traditions	
of	 the	 Christian	 community	 and	
the	 knowledge	 and	 tools	 of	 mod-
ern	 health	 care.	 	 Health	 ministry	
looks	different	 from	congregation	 to	
congregation,	 reflecting	 the	 needs,	
interests	 and	 resources	 of	 the	 faith	
community.	 Health	 ministry	 does	
not	 replicate	 services	 that	 already	
exist	 in	 the	 community,	 but	 rather	
works	 with	 community	 partners	 and	
resources.

This	 workshop	 will	 provide	 basic	
information	 about	 Health	 Ministries,	
specifi	cally	 information	 and	 tools	 for	
starting	 and	 maintaining	 a	 Health	
Ministry,	as	well	as	 time	for	questions	
answers.	

[Led	by	Diana	Marshall]
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March 7: Memorial Church of St. 
John, Ashland; Christ Church, 
Frackville and North Parish; and 
Church of the Holy Apostles, St. 
Clair. The Rev. Dolores Evans, 
Priest

March 14: Trinity Church, Ath-
ens. The Rev. Trula Hollywood, 
Rector and St. Peter’s Church, 
Tunkhannock, The Rev. Vivian 
Bennett, Priest-in-charge.

March 21: Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem. The 
Very Rev. Anthony Pompa, Dean 
and Rector; The Rev. Canon 
Mariclair Partee, Assistant Priest; 
The  Rev. Canon Joel Atkinson, 
Canon Missioner; The Ven. 
Richard I. Cluett, Archdeacon in 
residence

March 28: Trinity Church, 
Bethlehem. The Rev. Laura M. 
Howell, Rector; The Rev. Eliza-
beth MacMillan-Miller, Deacon 
and soup kitchen coordinator; The 
Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, 
Assisting Priest; The Rev. Hill-
ary Raining, Curate; The Rev. 
Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril, 
Assisting Priest

John, Ashland; Christ Church, 

Assisting Priest; The Rev. Hill-

Assisting Priest

Mar.	28:	Palm	Sunday

Mar.	30:	Clergy	Bible	Study	3,	St.	Al-
ban’s,	Sinking	Springs	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	1:	Maundy	Thursday	

Apr.	2:	Good	Friday

Apr.	3:	Great	Sabbath	Vigil

Apr.	4:	Easter,	Bishop	Jack,	St.	Gabri-
el’s,	Douglassville

Apr.	4:	Easter,	Bishop	Paul,	Cathedral,	
Bethlehem

Apr. 6: Diocesan Life Deadline for 
May edition

Apr.	 6:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	8:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativity,	
Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	9-11:		Province	III	Delight	Event,	
Bishop	 Claggett	 Center	 Buckeystown,	
MD.	 Cost	 is	 $100.	 Registration	 opens	
on	 February	 5th	 and	 closes	 April	 2nd.	
Limited	spacing.	Some	scholarship	funds	
available.

Apr.	10:	Commission	on	Ministry	Meeting

Apr.	 10:	 Partners	 for	 Sacred	 Places,	
Module	 1,	 Good	 Shepherd,	 Scranton	
9:00	A.M.	to	4:00	P.M.

Apr.	 13:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	15:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2,	St.	Ste-
phen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	 16-18:	 Christophany,	 Watson	
Homestead,	 Painted	 Post,	 NY.	 Cost	 is	
$75.	 Registration	 opens	 February	 16	
and	closes	April	18th.	Some	scholarship	
funds	may	be	available.

Apr.	 17:	 Partners	 for	 Sacred	 Places,	
Module	 2,	 Good	 Shepherd,	 Scranton	
9:00	A.M.	to	4:00	P.M.

Apr.	18:	Bishop	Jack,	Christ,	Susquehanna

Apr.	 18:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 James’	
Schuylkill	Haven

Apr.	18:	Monocacy	Chamber	Orches-
tra	directed	by	Donald	Spieth	featuring	
Poulenc’s	Organ	Concerto	with	Russell	
Jackson	as	soloist.	For	more	information,	
contact	Russell	Jackson,	610-865-0727.

Apr.	20:	Clergy	Bible	Study	8,	Christ,	
Towanda	4:00	P.M.

Apr.	24:	Diocesan	Training	Day,	St.	
Stephen’s,	Wilkes-Barre	9:00	A.M.	 to	
3:00	 P.M.	 Online	 registration	 opens	
February	20th

Apr.	27:	Clergy	Bible	Study	3,	St.	Al-
ban’s,	Sinking	Springs	2:00	P.M.

Apr.	 27:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	 Al-
ban’s,	Sinking	Springs	6:00	P.M.

Apr.	30	–	May	2:	Creating	a	Culture	of	
Peace,	Diocesan	Peace	Commission,	Ca-
thedral	Church	of	the	Nativity,	Bethle-
hem.	Cost	is	$45	for	three	days	of	training	

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
March	 7:	 Memorial	 Church	 of	 St.	
John,	 Ashland;	 Christ	 Church,	
Frackville	 and	 North	 Parish;	 and	
Church	 of	 the	 Holy	 Apostles,	 St.	
Clair.	The	Rev.	Dolores	Evans,	Priest

March	14:	Trinity	Church,	Athens.	
The	 Rev.	 Trula	 Hollywood,	 Rector	
and	St.	Peter’s	Church,	Tunkhannock,	
The	Rev.	Vivian	Bennett,	Priest-
in-charge.

March	21:	Cathedral	Church	of	the	
Nativity,	Bethlehem.	The	Very	Rev.	
Anthony	Pompa,	Dean	and	Rector;	
The	 Rev.	 Canon	 Mariclair	 Partee,	
Assistant	 Priest;	 The	 	 Rev.	 Canon	
Joel	 Atkinson,	 Canon	 Missioner;	
The	 Ven.	 Richard	 I.	 Cluett,	
Archdeacon	in	residence

March	28:	Trinity	Church,	Bethlehem.	
The	 Rev.	 Laura	 M.	 Howell,	 Rector;	
The	Rev.	Elizabeth	MacMillan-Miller,	
Deacon	and	soup	kitchen	coordinator;	
The	 Rev.	 Canon	 Clifford	 B.	 Carr,	
Assisting	 Priest;	 The	 Rev.	 Hillary	
Raining,	 Curate;	 The	 Rev.	 Canon	
Gwendolyn-Jane	Romeril,	Assisting	
Priest

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
March	 7:	 Hong	 Kong	 Sheng	 Kung	
Hui	 Hong	 Kong	 Island	 -	 (Hong	
Kong)	The	Most	Rev.	Paul	Kwong

March	14:	The	Church	of	the	Prov-
ince	of	the	Indian	Ocean	The	Most	
Rev.	 Gerald	 James	 (Ian)	 Ernest	
Archbishop,	Province	of	the	Indian	
Ocean	&	Bishop	of	Mauritius

March	 21:	 The	 Liturgical	 Con-
sulation,	 its	 participants	 and	 secre-
tary,	 as	 they	 resource,	 promote	 and	
strengthen	 the	 worshipping	 life	 of	
the	Communion.

March	 28:	 Bishop	 of	 Jerusalem	
Bishop	 of	 Jerusalem	 -	 (Middle	
East)	The	Rt.	Rev.	Suheil	Dawani

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
March	 7:	 Andesire	 Parish.	 	 The	 Rev.	
Cosmas	Lo’diong	Kwoji.	Ajio/Wori	Par-
ish.	The	Rev.	William	Nyombe	Amosa

March	14:	Bori	Parish	and	Archdeacon-
ry.	 The	 Ven.	 Clement	 Duku	 and	 The	
Rev.	Jenet	A’diko.	Serajale	Parish.	The	
Rev.	John	Lo’boka	Koko

March	21:	Gedoru	Parish	and	Archdea-
conry.		The	Ven.	George	Lodu	and	The	
Rev.	 Nasona	 Buli.	 Sokare	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	Charles	Kenyi

March	28:	Kiri	Parish	and	Archdeaconry.	
The	 Ven.	 John	 Lomundu	 and	 The	 Rev.	
Henry	Kwanyi.	Sonder	Parish.	The	Rev.	
Henry	Puji

planAhead prayFor

for	Episcopalians	and	students	and	$120	
for	all	others.	Contact	Addison	Bross	at	
acb2@Lehigh.edu	or	 Janet	Chisholm	at	
jgchisholm@aol.com	 for	 more	 informa-
tion.	 There	 are	 some	 scholarship	 funds	
available.	 Contact	 Candis	 Siatkowski	
for	more	information	on	scholarships	or	
to	register	at	candiss3@comcast.net.		

May	 2:	 Progressive	 Organ	 Recital	
in	 Bethlehem.	 Nativity	 at	 4:00	 P.M.,	
Trinity	at	5:00	P.M.,	and	Central	Mora-
vian	at	6:00	P.M.	For	more	information,	
contact	Russell	Jackson,	610-865-0727.

May 4: Diocesan Life deadline for 
June edition

May	 4:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	 Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

May	 4:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	 Ste-
phen’s,	Whitehall	6:00	P.M.

May	6:		Clergy	Day

May	8:	Commission	on	Ministry	Meeting

May	8:	Ports	of	Call	Auction,	Lower	
Macungie	 Township	 Community	 Cen-
ter,	 sponsored	 by	 St.	 Anne’s,	 Trexler-
town.	 The	 auction	 theme	 is	 Ports	 of	
Call.	For	more	information,	please	con-
tact	 Sherri	 Albro	 at	 610-597-8067	 or	
Nancy	Edmiston	at	610-965-0085.

May	 10:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem	6:00	P.M.

May	 11:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

May	12:	Diocesan	Episcopal	Church-
women	 Annual	 Meeting,	 Kirby	 House,	
Mountaintop	 9:30	 A.M.	 to	 3:00	 P.M.	
Guest	speaker:		The	Rev.	Ronald	Royce	
Miller	who	will	discuss	“Christian	Art.”	
Contact	Catherine	Jeffery	610-868-6682	
and	Martha	Fox	610-395-4857	for	more	
information.

May	13:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativ-
ity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

May	 16:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Alban’s,	
Sinking	Springs

May	16:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Stephen’s,	Whitehall

May	16:	St.	Matthew	Society	Dinner,	
Lehigh	 Country	 Club,	 Allentown	 3:00	
P.M.	to	6:00	P.M.

May	 16:	 Soprano	 Mara	 Hazzard	 in	
Concert,	Trinity,	Pottsville,	4:00	P.M.

May	16:	Celebrity	Organ	Recital,	Ca-
thedral	Church	of	the	Nativity,	Bethle-
hem,	4:00	P.M.	Given	by	Mollie	Nich-
ols,	Director	of	Music	for	Church	of	the	
Heavenly	Rest,	NYC.	610-865-0727.

May	18:	Clergy	Bible	Study	8,	Christ,	
Towanda	4:00	P.M.

May	 18:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Good	
Shepherd	 and	 St.	 John’s,	 Milford	 6:00	
P.M.

May	20:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2,	St.	Ste-
phen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.
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The Bakery and the newSpin newsletter ––	 The	 online	
Bakery,	includes	news,	ideas,	opinion	and	conversation	related	to	our	
diocesan	 community,	 the	Episcopal	Church	 and	 the	Anglican	Com-
munion.	Consider	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.	Bethle-
hem,	you	know,	means	“House	of	Bread”	in	Hebrew.	News	is	posted	
in	the	Bakery	long	before	you	see	it	in	print	in	Diocesan	Life.	If	you	
prefer	to	receive	only	two	or	three	email	notes	weekly,	newSpin	is	for	
you.	Visit	our	diocesan	website,	www.diobeth.org, to	join	either	Bakery	
or	 newSpin.	 Complete	 the	 bit	 of	 information	 requested	 at	 the	 “Get	
Connected”	box,	about	one	screen	down	in	the	column	on	the	right.	

Feb.	27:	Dive	 In:	A	Day	Exploring	
Baptism	 with	 the	 Rev.	 Canon	 Anne	
Kitch	 and	 the	 Rev.	 Hillary	 Raining,	
Good	Shepherd,	Scranton	9:30	A.M.	
to	3:30	P.M.	Cost	is	$10.	Registration	
is	now	open	at	www.diobeth.org.	Reg-
istration	online	closes	February	22nd.

Feb.	28:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Luke’s,	Lebanon

Feb.	 28:	 ShareCare	 Faith	 in	 Action	
Annual	 Bowl-a-thon,	 sponosored	 by	
Cathedral	 Church	 of	 the	 Nativity	 at	
Town	and	Country	Lanes	12:30	to	3:00	
P.M.	 $25	 minimum	 pledge.	 Contact	
Carol	Yale	at	610-559-5959	or	yalewr@
rcn.com	for	more	details.

Mar.	 1:	 About	 South	 Bethlehem	
Forum,	Cathedral	Church	of	the	Na-
tivity,	 Bethlehem	 7:00	 P.M.	 Topic:	
Haiti	earthquake	relief.

Mar. 2: Diocesan Life Deadline for 
April edition

Mar.	2:	Clergy	Bible	Study	6,	Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

Mar.	 2:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	
Mark’s,	New	Milford	6:00	P.M.

Mar.	4:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativ-
ity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Mar.	7:	Bishop	Jack,	St.	Brigid’s,	Nazareth

Mar.	7:	Bishop	Paul,	Redeemer,	Sayre

Mar.	9:	Clergy	Day

Mar.	 11:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 2,	 St.	
Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

Mar.	 13:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	
Meeting	(via	Conference	Call)

Mar.	14:	Daylight	Saving	Time	Begins

Mar.	 14:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Mark’s,	
New	Milford

Mar.	14:	Bishop	Jack,	Christ,	Reading

Mar.	 16:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Mar.	21:	Trio	Jolie	in	Concert,	Trin-
ity,	Pottsville,	4:00	P.M.

Mar.	21:	“Bad	Habits”,	A	Cathedral	
Players	Production,	Cathedral	Church	
of	the	Nativity,	Bethlehem,	4:00	P.M.	
For	more	information,	contact	Russell	
Jackson,	610-865-0727.

Mar.	 22:	 Lifelong	 Christian	
Formation	 Meeting,	 St.	 Peter’s,	
Hazleton	 10:00	 A.M.	 to	 2:00	
P.M.

Mar.	 23:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda	4:00	P.M.

Mar.	23:	Archdeacon	Visit,	St.	Ga-
briel’s,	Douglassville	6:00	P.M.

Mar.	 25:	 Chrism	 Mass,	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem	11:00	A.M.

Mar.	27:	Hunger	at	Home:	Food	for	
Our	 Neighbors,	 Bread	 for	 the	 World	
offering	 of	 letters	 sponsored	 by	 the	
Lehigh	County	Council	of	Churches,	
First	 Presbyterian	 Church,	 Allen-
town	8:30	A.M.	to	3:00	P.M.	Keynote	
speaker:	Rev.	Dr.	Bob	Edgar,	executive	
director	of	Common	Cause.	Interested	
call	610-433-6421	or	http://ja.ppjr.org.	
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Celebration of New Ministry at St. Paul’s, Montrose
Photo by JaCK laSher

Bishop Jack Croneberger installs Paul Walker as the new 
rector of St. Paul’s, Montrose.

WHO :

ALL YOUTH IN GRADES 6 - 12 

WHAT: 

A WEEKEND OF ACCEPTANCE AND FELLOWSHIP 

OUTSIDE IN NY

WHERE:

WATSON HOMESTEAD 9620 DRY RUN RD PAINTED 

POST NY 14870-9512

WHEN:

APRIL 16TH 7 PM TO APRIL 18TH 12 NOON

COST:

$75.00 PER PARTICIPANT (SCHOLARSHIPS 

AVAILABLE)

CHRISTOPHANY 

2010
ACCEPT AND

SEND

CHRISTOPHANY CHRISTOPHANY CHRISTOPHANY 

16
APRIL 

THRU 18 APRIL

REGISTRATION OPEN FEB 12 TO APRIL 9 AT 

WWW.DIOBETH.ORG

FOR MORE INFO CONTACT

YOUTH MISSIONER FOR DIOCESE OF BETHLEHEM
KIM ROWLES -
KROWLES@DIOBETH.ORG
610-751-3931

YOUTH MISSION PROJECT:

SEE YOUR PARISH BULLETIN/ 

NEWSLETTER FOR MORE INFORMATION 

ABOUT THE YOUTH LENTEN 

COLLECTION OF HYGIENE SUPPLIES.

2010 Lenten Collection for Youth Mission

hygiene Kits

The	Rt.	Rev.	 John	Croneberger,	Assistant	Bishop	of	
the	 14-county	 Diocese	 of	 Bethlehem,	 presided	 at	 the	
Celebration	 of	 New	 Ministry	 of	 St.	 Paul’s	 Church	 in	
Montrose	with	their	new	rector,	Father	Paul	Walker.

A	native	of	Scranton	and	ordained	a	priest	in	1987	in	the	
Bethlehem	Cathedral	Church	of	 the	Nativity,	Father	Paul	
said	his	call	to	Montrose	gave	him	a	sense	of	coming	home	
after	many	years	away.

He	comes	from	Christ	Church	in	Belleville	NJ	where	
he	 began	 a	 Saturday	 soup	 kitchen	 which	 evolved	 to	 a	
three	 times	 weekly	 help	 to	 those	 in	 need.	 During	 his	
time	 there,	 the	parish	emerged	as	 a	 center	 for	 support	
and	enrichment	 in	 the	community.	When	he	was	 sent	
there	 eleven	 years	 ago,	 it	 was	 a	 dying	 parish	 that	 was	
expected	to	close	within	two	years.

He	received	his	Master	of	Science	degree	from	Marywood	
College	 in	 Systematic	 Theology	 and	 Christian	 Education.	
He	also	has	a	Master	of	Divinity	from	Bexley	Hall.

Today you brushed your teeth, combed 
your hair and checked your nails.
People living in shelters fi nd this is a 
luxury,  something not taken for granted.

The	youth	of	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	are	
collecting	items	for	“Personal	Hygiene	Kits”	
to	 be	 distributed	 at	 shelters	 in	 Bethlehem,	
Reading	and	Scranton	in	April.

Our	 goal	 is	 to	 assemble	 600	 kits	 over	 the	
weekend	 of	 April	 16-18	 (Christophany).	
Please	 bring	 the	 following	 items	 to	 your	
church	before	April	4	(Easter	Sunday)	to	be	
picked	up	by	a	member	of	the	Youth	Council	
before	April	15th.

New Hand towels
Wash cloths 
Wide tooth Combs
Toothbrushes (individually wrapped)
Large tubes of tooth paste
Full sized Bars of Soap
Boxes of Sterile Bandages
Boxes of one gallon zip bags
Gift Cards to Walmart (to purchase 

additional items)


