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After the construction ends, learning begins

New Bethany and Grace 
Allentown plan group home 

By chArLie BAreBo

At	the	College	and	our	Romogi	New	Hope	
School	the	dust	is	settling	and	the	learning	is	
beginning.	Thus	 far	we	have	reported	pri-
marily	on	construction	activities	and	some	
of	the	significant	changes	our	brothers	and	
sisters	 have	 seen	 in	 the	 Diocese	 of	 Kajo	
Keji.	These	buildings	are	a	vehicle	to	learning.	
Let’s	take	a	minute	and	review	what	type	
of	program	is	currently	being	offered	at	the	
college	as	well	as	plans	for	the	future.	

The	 primary	 program	 at	 the	 Canon		
Benaiah	Poggo	College	 is	 a	 three-year	
course	in	theology.	This	is	done	in	prepa-
ration	for	ordination.	The	graduate	of	the	
program	 is	
awarded	 a	
certificate.	
The	 College	
Board	 then	
makes	 a	
series	 of	
recommen-
d a t i o n s .	
T h e s e	
i n c l u d e	
w h a t	
type	 of	
ordained	
ministry	 the	
student	 is	
best	 suited	
for:	are	they	
ready	for	a	parish	or	do	they	need	to	work	
with	experienced	clergy	for	a	time?	This	
recommendation	 is	 confidentially	
given	 to	 the	 Bishop,	 corresponding	
Archdeacon	and	the	candidate.

There	 are	 ten	 students	 scheduled	
for	 ordination	 in	 2011	 when	 this	 first	
group	receives	their	certificates.	In	May	
a	diploma	program	will	start.	Theology	
courses	 are	 currently	 offered.	 In	Feb-
ruary	education	and	community	develop-
ment	courses	are	to	be	added.	In	May	the	
program	will	be	rounded	out	with	the	ad-
dition	of	business	administration	courses.

Many	of	the	priests	in	Kajo	Keji	have	
not	had	the	benefit	of	formal	training	in	
seminary.	Concurrent	with	the	certificate	
program	a	remedial	program	is	being	of-
fered	 for	 priests	who	have	not	 attended	
seminary.	 The	 remedial	 program	 is	 a	
three-year	program.	The	program	is	based	
on	a	three-month	set	of	courses	for	three	
consecutive	years.	

A	group	of	21	priests	 started	 in	2008,	
while	a	second	group	of	23	started	in	2009.	
Bishop	 Anthony	 states	 this	 has	 been	 a	
very	 popular	 program	 with	 the	 priests	
due	 to	 the	 curriculum	 and	 the	 length	
of	 courses.	 The	 parishes	 are	 happy	 to	

lose	 their	
priests	 for	
only	 three	
months	 a	
year	 and	
the	students	
are	 over-
joyed	 with	
the	 oppor-
tunity	 for	
education.	
Student	ages	
range	 from	
late	 twenties	
to	 the	 six-
ties	 in	 the	
r e m e d i a l	

program.	

The	Government	of	Southern	Sudan	has	
and	 is	 continuing	 to	 assess	 the	 college.	
Criteria	they	assess	are	the	buildings,	
infrastructure,	 teacher	 qualifications	
and	 curriculum.	 The	GoSS	Minister	of	
Education	has	written	a	 letter	accrediting	
the	college.	The	government	is	work-
ing	 to	 raise	 funds	 for	 scholarships	
to	the	college.

The	Rev.	Henry	Leju	has	 approached	
the	 Association	 of	 Ugandan	 Christian	
Colleges	 for	 accreditation	 or	 affiliation.	
The	 demands	 for	 affiliation	 are	 high,	
sixty	percent	of	 tuitions	 and	complete	

c o n t r o l	
over	 the	
curriculum.	
Currently	
the	Diocese	
of	Kajo	Keji	
c a n n o t	
afford	 the	
f i n a n c i a l	
costs	 nor	
does	 it	
wish	 to	
give	 up	
academic	
control	 of	
the	college.

It	 is	 a	
m i r a c l e	
that	 today	
a	 function-
ing	 college	
exists	that	was	just	a	dream	two	and	a	half	
years	ago.	Out	of	the	tiny	acorn	the	mighty	
oak	 does	 grow.	 While	 there	 are	 still	
challenges	 ahead,	 given	 the	 obstacles	
we	 (both	here	 and	 in	Kajo	Keji)	have	
faced,	I	feel	confident	we	will	succeed.	

Shortly	 after	 Henry	 Leju	 shared	 the	
info	 that	 was	 the	 basis	 of	 this	 article	
he	collapsed.	He	was	taken	to	the	Kajo	
Keji	Infirmary	where	he	was	diagnosed	
with	a	 serious	but	 treatable	condition.	
I	ask	your	prayers	
for	 him	 and	 all	
involved	 at	 the	
college:	 staff,	
students	 and	
management.	 I	
will	 prepare	 a	
follow	up	on	 the	
two	 operational	
primary	 schools	
and	 a	 look	 at	
the	 two	 under	
construction	 for	
the	 next	 issue	 of		
Diocesan Life.
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Henry Leju teaching at the college.

Students get connected in the new  computer classroom at the college.

Ray Acario, Bishop Anthony and Tony Pompa at the dedication of Gaderu 
Primary School in memory of Victoria “Lala” Leach
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Renovation	 of	 a	 three-story,	 six-
person	 group	 home	 next	 to	 Grace	
Allentown	 is	 expected	 to	 begin	 in	
April	 and	 a	 midsummer	 opening	 is	
anticipated.	

New	 Bethany	 Ministries,	 which	
has	 attacked	 the	 homeless	 problem	
in	Bethlehem	for	nearly	25	years,	has	
the	 final	$250,000	 it	needs	 to	 launch	
its	 first	 project	 in	 Allentown.	 That	
completes	 a	 $460,000	 plan	 to	 turn	
a	 former	 Grace	 Episcopal	 Church	
building	at	112	N.	Fifth	Street	into	a	
group	home.	Grace	Church	had	used	
the	 building	 for	 an	 AIDS	 outreach	
program	 for	 some	 12	 years	 until	 its	
funding	was	cut.	It	sold	New	Bethany	
the	building	for	half	its	value.		

The	 group	 home	 is	 to	 include	 the	
six	rooms,	a	living	room,	kitchen,	din-
ing	area,	three	bathrooms	and	a	laun-
dry	facility.	The	top	floor	will	be	used	
for	 meetings.	 The	 Lehigh	 County	
Conference	 of	 Churches,	 which	

administers	 programs	 for	 the	
poor,	 will	 choose	 who	 will	 live	
in	 the	 group	 home.	 The	 coalition	
of	 140	 area	 churches	 will	 provide	
rent	 subsidies	 and	 social	 services.	
Grace	 Church,	 which	 operates	 a	
substantial	food	bank	and	a	world	
class	Montessori	School,	will	also	
provide	services.

New	Bethany	offers	single-occupancy	
units	at	other	locations:	10	in	Bethlehem	
and	13	in	Coplay.	It	also	offers	temporary	
housing	 in	 Bethlehem,	 serves	 nearly	
200	lunches	a	day	and	provides	other	
services.	 New	 Bethany	 is	 also	 plan-
ning	a	$2	million	hospitality	center	with	
laundry	 facilities,	 showers	 and	 affordable	
housing	at	 the	 shuttered	Our	Lady	of	
Pompeii	 Catholic	 Church	 in	 south	
Bethlehem.	New	Bethany	is	scheduled	
to	close	on	the	property	April	1.

[New Bethany Ministries, community 
and ecumenically operated, is owned by the 
Diocese of Bethlehem.]

ECW explores art with Ron Miller
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At the May 12, 2010 ECW meeting at 
Kirby House, Dr. Miller is planning to ex-
plore “Messages- Obvious and Obscure-in 
Christian Art Throughout the Ages.” 

Ronald	 Royce	 Miller	 completed	
his	 early	 theological	 studies	 at	 Union	
Theological	Seminary	in	New	York	City	
(1973)	upon	graduation	 from	Muhlenberg	
College,	Allentown	(1969)	and	some	theo-
logical	 training	at	 the	Lutheran	School	of	
Theology	in	Chicago.	

While	in	seminary	and	for	a	few	years	
after,	he	 served	churches	 in	Montclair,	
NJ,	 and	Manhattan	as	 an	organist	 and	
choir	 director	 and	 on	 the	 support	 staff	
of	the	Lutheran	Church	in	America	in	
New	York	City.	

He	 was	 ordained	 in	 the	 Lutheran	
Church	in	1975.	He	served	for	24	years	
at	 Christ-Saint	 John	 Lutheran	 Church	
in	 West	 New	 York,	 New	 Jersey	 leading	
that	 congregation	 from	 worship	 in	 Ger-
man	 and	 English	 to	 worship	 in	 English	
and	 Spanish.	 In	 1986,	 Miller	 earned	 a	
Doctor	 of	 Ministry	 in	 the	 Convergence	
of	 the	 Episcopal	 and	 Lutheran	 Tradi-
tions	 from	the	Theological	Foundation	

of	Notre	Dame,	Indiana.	In	2000,	he	was	
granted	a	Doctor	of	Philosophy	degree	in	
Liturgical	 Studies	 from	 Drew	 University	
in	Madison,	New	Jersey.	Miller	has	taught	
courses	in	Cross-Cultural	Perspectives	and	
The	American	Experience	as	an	adjunct	
member	 of	 the	 Core	 Curriculum	 faculty	
at	 Metropolitan	 Campus	 of	 Fairleigh	
Dickinson	University	in	Teaneck.	

In	 retirement,	Dr.	Miller	became	a	 full-
time	resident	of	Newfoundland	in	the	Po-
conos	of	Pennsylvania	and	was	licensed	by	
the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	to	serve	here.	

Dr.	 Miller’s	 published	 articles	 include:	
“Mary	 and	 the	 Language	 of	 the	 Senses”	
and	“Multicultural	Worship	in	the	Small	
Urban	 Parish:	
Novelty	 or	
Necessity?”	
Both	 items	
p u b l i s h e d	
in	 Liturgy:	
Journal	 of	
The	Liturgical	
Conference.


