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Second Season
Trinity Bethlehem organizes churches 
to shelter homeless people from cold
By dAVid howeLL

More	 participating	 churches	 and	
new	 grants	 have	 been	 welcome	 news	
for	 the	 dedicated	 people	 who	 provide	
shelter	 for	 the	homeless	 in	 this	unex-
pectedly	severe	winter.	The	emergency	
sheltering	 program,	 coordinated	 by	
Bethlehem’s	Trinity	Episcopal	Church,	
is	in	its	second	year.	It	began	in	2008,	
when	 Trinity	 Soup	 Kitchen	 staff	 dis-
covered	that	there	were	no	emergency	
shelter	 beds	 for	 people	 in	 Bethlehem	
during	 a	 particularly	 cold	 period,	 and	
people	were	in	danger	of	freezing.	This	
year,	 the	 weather	 made	 it	 necessary	
to	 start	 on	 December	 6	 in	 the	 Forte	
Building	 in	 the	 south	 side	 of	 Bethle-
hem	 rather	 than	 on	 January	 1	 of	 the	
new	 decade	 when	 churches	 originally	
planned	to	open	their	doors.	The	pro-
gram	 is	 scheduled	 to	 conclude	 at	 the	
end	of	March.	

Of	 the	 thirty	 or	 so	 homeless	 people	
who	 have	 used	 the	 program,	 there	 are	
about	twenty	regulars	who	come	nearly	
every	 night.	 Participants	 are	 given	 an	
evening	 meal,	 breakfast	 the	 following	
morning,	and	a	mat	and	a	sleeping	bag.	
When	the	churches	are	 far	 from	center	
city	Bethlehem,	people	are	also	provided	

with	 transportation	 to	 and	 from	 each	
shelter.	

One	 change	 this	 year	 is	 that	 the	
women	 (usually	 about	 four	 or	 so	 a	
night)	 are	housed	 separately	 from	 the	
men,	 either	 at	 different	 churches	 or	
in	 separate	 quarters	 within	 the	 same	
building.	

Many	 families	 have	 inquired	 about	
the	 shelters,	 and	one	 actually	 appeared	
with	a	 two	month	old	baby.	Calls	have	
also	come	in	from	other	shelters	like	the	
Salvation	Army	in	Allentown,	and	from	
schools	and	the	police.	

Father	 Scott	 Allen,	 priest-in-charge	 of	
St.	 Andrew’s	 Episcopal	 Church	 on	 the	
Allentown/Bethlehem	 border,	 says	 that	
this	year	both	hosts	and	guests	“know	the	
drill.	 There	 is	 more	 normality	 and	 they	
know	what	to	expect.”	Although	there	are	
few	new	faces,	he	says	that	the	number	of	
guests	is	about	the	same.	

Luckily,	there	is	a	bit	more	outside	help	
and	more	resources.	Guests	can	now	use	
their	own	bedding	each	 time	 they	visit	
the	church,	which	gives	them	a	sense	of	
stability.	 They	 can	 also	 be	 given	 small	
bags	of	personal	care	products.	

A	 grant	 of	 $4,500	 was	 received	 from	
the	Moravian	Church,	and	$2,500	came	

from	 FEMA	 (Federal	 Emergency	 Man-
agement	 Agency).	 The	 latter	 grant	 re-
quires	 that	 more	 statistics	 be	 gathered	
nightly	for	each	guest.	A	grant	of	$7,500	
from	 the	 Pennsylvania	 Department	 of	
Economic	 Development	 was	 approved,	
but	 has	 been	 delayed	 and	 has	 still	 not	
been	received.

The	Lehigh	Valley	Religious	Society	of	
Friends	(Quakers)	has	allowed	its	building	
to	be	used	as	a	backup	emergency	site	if	a	
regular	 location	 becomes	 uninhabitable	
or	unavailable	for	any	reason.	Current	lo-
cations,	all	 in	Bethlehem	except	St.	An-
drew’s,	are	Church	of	the	Manger,	Christ	
UCC,	Holy	Trinity	Lutheran,	El	Shaddai,	
New	 Covenant,	 College	 Hill	 Moravian,	
Westside	Moravian,	Unitarian	on	Center	
Street	 and	 the	 Cathedral	 Church	 of	 the	
Nativity.

Anyone	 who	 wishes	 to	 volunteer	 or	
to	donate	bedding,	personal	care	 items,	
food,	or	other	supplies	may	contact	soup	
kitchen	 social	 worker	 Marcie	 Light-
wood,	 mlightwood@hotmail.com,	 610-
867-4741	X302.
[Dave Howell of Trinity Bethlehem is a free lance 
writer who volunteered his time and talent for this 
story. Marcie Lightwood of Trinity provided mate-
rial for the story.]

Editor’s note: With this 
February issue of Diocesan Life, 
the national insert, Episcopal 
Life, will be replaced by Episco-
pal News Monthly (ENM) which 
will continue to offer in-depth re-
porting and analysis of local, re-
gional, national and international 
news compiled from Episcopal 
News Service. ENM will replace 
Episcopal Life as the offi cially 
sponsored monthly newspaper of 
the Episcopal Church published 
for Episcopalians and others in-
terested in the church’s mission 
and ministry. 

Find daily news and information 
online at the Episcopal Church’s 
Episcopal Life Online, www.epis-
copalchurch.org/ens, and the Dio-
cese of Bethlehem’s newSpin blog, 
www.diobeth.typepad.com.

With this issue, Kat Lehman, In-
formation Technology coordinator 
for the Diocese of Bethlehem, has 
begun doing design and layout for 
Diocesan Life while Bill Lewellis 
serves for a while as volunteer con-
tent and copy editor. We are grateful 
to Jenifer Gamber who has so gen-
erously served for the past two years 
in a voluntary capacity as Diocesan 
Life’s art director.

At the emergency shelter of St. Andrew’s Allentown/Bethlehem, Audrey LeVan and Cindy Bowlby prepare breakfast. photos provided by sCott allen
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Christ	Church,	Reading,	has	received	
a	grant	of	$37,981	to	enable	their	rector,	
Father	John	R.	Francis,	to	participate	in	
the	2009	National	Clergy	Renewal	Pro-
gram	 funded	 by	 the	 Indianapolis-based	
Lilly	Endowment.	 It	 is	one	of	149	con-

Last Christmas, a loved one gave me a 
very nice gift card … to Dairy Queen. 
I was grateful for their kindness but I 
determined to pass the card on to some-
one better able to metabolize an Oreo 
Cookie Blizzard. But also aware of my 
ability to lose things, I immediately put 
the card in a safe place until I could 
give it away. When I came upon it al-
most a year later, I was startled that 
it was still around, having neither ben-
efi ted nor harmed anyone. 

Besides	 realizing	 that	 I	 had	 stumbled	
across	 a	 sermon	 or	 column	 illustration,	
I	 began	 to	 wonder	 if	 there	 were	 other	
gift	card	scoffl	aws	out	there.	So,	I	hit	the	
Internet.	I	learned	that	twenty-seven	per-
cent	of	people	who	receive	gift	cards	lose	
them,	 accidentally	 throw	 them	 away,	
or	 just	never	get	around	to	using	them.	
In	dollars,	 during	2008,	 that	 casualness	
amounted	to	$8	billion	out	of	about	$65	
billion	worth	of	gift	cards	sold.	

The	 idea	 that	 occurred	 to	 me	 this	
past	Christmas	was	that	there	is	much	
in	 the	 holiday	 that	 goes	 uncollected,	
or	to	use	the	delicious	language	of	the	
fi	ne	 print	 on	 the	 card	 itself,	 there	 is	
much	that	goes	unredeemed.
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By BiShoP PAuL V. MArShALL

Redeem the Gift Card
[Editor’s note: This is a slightly edited version of the sermon Bishop Paul preached at the Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem, on Christmas Eve 2009]

Take	 time	 and	 relationships.	 Time	 is	
the	one	thing	we	cannot	ever	get	back.	
Spending	 time	 with	 the	 people	 who	
matter	 to	 us	 is	 not	 a	 small	 thing,	 and	
every	opportunity	that	is	lost,	is	lost	for-
ever.	 Eventually	 people	 leave	 this	 life,	
too.	So	even	though	sometimes	we	may	
be	frazzled	by	life	and	ambivalent	about	
what	goes	into	gatherings	of	family	and	
friends,	 especially	 when	 we	 are	 young	
and	have	so	much	to	do,	thoughts	of	in-
carnation	 during	 Christmas	 holidays	 or	
at	other	times	are	signals	to	enjoy	people,	
enjoy	their	existence,	if	not	their	jokes.		

Of	 course,	 if	 you	 never	 felt	 that	
anyone	enjoyed	your	existence,	if	you	
ever	feel	undesired,	your	ultimate	gift	
card	is	God	becoming	man	for	you.	It	
is	worth	everything	to	cash	it	in.

It	is	because	God	enjoys	our	mere	exis-
tence	that	the	story	of	God’s	incarnation	
is	 told	 in	 the	 splendor	 of	 Christmas.	 It	
is	because	God	delights	 in	human	fl	esh	
that	God	came	as	a	totally	vulnerable	in-
fant,	putting	himself	into	our	hands.	We	
cannot	contemplate	the	crèche	or	imag-
ine	 hearing	 the	 song	 of	 the	 angels	 and	
believe	 that	God	despises	us	or	anyone	
else.	The	incarnation	is	permission	to	
walk	 away	 from	 all	 those	 inherited	
forms	of	religiosity	that	do	not	honor	
every	human	being,	and	to	walk	more	
gently	through	life.

Thoughts	of	God	becoming	human	are	
opportunities	to	cash	in	on	freedom	from	
anxiety.	The	fi	rst	decade	of	a	shiny	a	new	
millennium	has	 seen	 serious	 trouble	on	
every	 level.	 Our	 lists	 of	 what	 is	 wrong	

may	differ,	but	generally	speaking	there	
is	plenty	of	concern	individually,	for	our	
nation,	and	for	the	species.	

For	 me	 at	 least,	 the	 situation	 in-
vites	 a	 special	 kind	 of	 cashing	 in	 the	
gift	card.	I	need	to	let	myself	enter	the	
story	 of	 God	 becoming	 human	 rather	
than	watch	it	or	hear	it,	a	kind	of	na-
tivity	 pageant	 of	 the	 heart	 and	 mind,	
the	kind	you	can	have	every	day.	

You	 can	 try	 out	 all	 the	 characters.	 I	
imagine	 myself	 as	 at	 least	 a	 shepherd,	
taking	a	place	at	 the	manger	and	 look-
ing	into	the	eyes	of	the	infant.	When	I	
let	that	happen	I	feel	my	all-too-pent-up	
love	for	God	fl	ow	out	of	me,	and	I	see	in	
the	pupils	 of	 those	 eyes,	God’s	 love	 for	
me,	which	is	so	easy	to	ignore.	

God	 is	 with	 us;	 the	 God	 who	 saw	
Jesus	 through	 the	worst	of	 the	worst	
is	 walking	 with	 us	 and	 will	 see	 us	
through	 whatever	 life	 brings.	 Jesus	
makes	 no	 promises	 for	 the	 material	
circumstances	of	our	life	except	this,	
“I	 am	 with	 you	 always,	 even	 to	 the	
end	of	the	age.”	People	who	have	ap-
propriated	 the	 courage	 of	 that	 gift	
have	 joyfully	 lived	 meaningful	 and	
useful	 lives.	 Some	 have	 even	 been	
famous.	Most	have	not;	they	look	or-
dinary	but	strangely	calm.	

So,	I	think,	redeeming	the	gift	card	of	
God	becoming	one	of	us	is	to	enjoy	each	
other	as	God	delights	in	us.	May	the	lov-
ing	gaze	of	God	move	us	from	anxiety	to	
courage.	May	we	all	step	into	2010	with	
confi	dence	that	God	goes	with	us.

The incarnation 
is permission 
to walk away 
from all those 

inherited forms 
of religiosity
 that do not 
honor every 

human being, 
and to walk 
more gently 
through life.

Christ Church in Reading and Father John Francis receive 2009 National Clergy Renewal Program Grant
gregations	across	the	country	supporting	
their	ministers	in	the	program	that	allows	
pastors	to	step	back	from	their	busy	 lives	
and	 renew	 their	 spirits	 for	 the	 benefi	t	 of	
their	ongoing	ministries.

A	 few	 years	 ago,	 a	 similar	 grant	 was	
awarded	 to	 Grace	 Church,	 Allentown,	
and	Father	Patrick	Malloy.	

Now	 in	 its	 10th	 year,	 the	 program	
invites	 Christian	 congregations	 and	
ministers	 to	 consider	 and	 plan	 a	 pe-
riod	 of	 intentional	 refl	ection	 and	 re-
newal.	It	provides	a	time	for	ministers	
to	 take	 a	 break	 from	 their	 daily	 obli-
gations	and	gain	the	fresh	perspective	
and	renewed	energy	that	a	carefully	
considered	 “Sabbath	 time”	of	 travel,	
study,	rest,	and	prayer	can	provide.

Each	 congregation	 is	 eligible	 to	 ap-
ply	 for	a	grant	of	up	 to	$50,000.	Up	to	
$15,000	of	 that	amount	can	be	used	 to	
fulfi	ll	 pastoral	 duties	 during	 the	 min-
ister’s	 absence	 and	 for	 expenses	 related	

to	the	congregation’s	own	renewal.	The	
149	grants	this	year	total	$6.2	million.	

After	many	years	of	ministry	as	a	faith-
ful	 priest,	 including	 enabling	 a	 large	
inner	 city	 parish	 to	 grow	 in	 its	 ethnic	
diversity,	 Father	 Francis	 will	 spend	 an	
extended	 time	of	 spiritual	healing	with	
his	 family	 and	 immerse	 himself	 in	 the	
roots	of	his	family	in	the	Celtic,	Anglo-
Saxon	and	Hispanic	church.	

He	will	begin	and	end	his	sabbati-
cal	 time	 on	 one-week	 silent	 direct-
ed	 retreats	 in	 monastic	 settings.	 He	
will	 make	 a	 three-week	 pilgrimage	
to	 Christian	 holy	 sites	 in	 England,	
Scotland,	 and	 Wales	 with	 his	 son,	
who	 is	 currently	 a	 graphic	 art	 ma-
jor	in	college.	They	will	enjoy	time	
together	 and	 increase	 each	 others	
understanding	 of	 art	 history	 and	
spirituality.	 They	 will	 also	 visit	
with	his	mother’s	extended	family	
in	the	British	Isles.

Returning	 to	 Pennsylvania,	 he	
will	 spend	 four	 weeks	 at	 home	 with	
his	 family	 while	 working	 through	 a	
language-learning	 software	 program	 for	
conversational	 Spanish.	 Spanish	 is	 his	
spouse’s	fi	rst	 language,	and	his	daugh-
ter	 and	 son	 are	 bilingual.	 Then,	 for	
three	weeks,	the	family	will	travel	and	
explore	 Puerto	 Rico,	 where	 the	 par-
ents	 of	 his	 spouse	 were	 born,	 having	
descended	 from	 generations	 of	 Taino	
Indians,	the	Spanish	and	Africans.	

Father	 J.	 Douglas	 Moyer,	 curate,	 and	
Canon	 Ginny	 Rex	 Day,	 retired	 from	
Trinity	 Church	 Mt.	 Pocono,	 will	 be	
available	 for	 Sunday	 services,	 funer-
als,	weddings,	and	other	pastoral	needs.	
Christ	Church’s	administrative	staff	will	
work	with	the	clergy,	lay	pastoral	volun-
teers	and	vestry	to	maintain	the	parish’s	
daily	operations	while	Father	Francis	 is	
on	sabbatical.	The	senior	and	junior	war-
dens	will	be	the	ecclesiastical	authority.
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We don’t help people, we help them help themselves
[The Ven. Howard Stringfellow is Archdeacon for the Diocese of Bethlehem and supply priest for Good 
Shepherd Scranton. This article appeared on the Diobeth newSpin blog on December 16, 2009.]

Some	 weeks	 ago	 the	 Daughters	 of	
the	 King	 invited	 me	 to	 become	 their	
Chaplain.	 This	 development	 was	 not	
anticipated,	 but	 I	 agreed	 to	 accept	
their	truly	sincere	invitation.	Then	my	
internal	 debate	 began.	 I	 am	 comfort-
able	opening	the	door	to	it.

The	 Daughters	 probably	 don’t	 know	
that	 the	 seminary	 training	 (entitled	
‘The	Theory	and	Practice	of	Ministry’)	
in	pastoral	 care	 I	had	was	 (how	 shall	 I	
put	this?)	a	course	taught	by	a	gaggle	of	
professors	whose	expertise	lay	elsewhere	
and	whose	 syllabus	was	charted	by	per-
sonal	reminiscences	rather	than	by	any-
thing	 approaching	 the	 normative	 con-
tent	of	Pastoral	Care,	an	academic	field	
as	well-defined	as	any,	replete	with	bibli-
ographies,	histories,	surveys	of	the	litera-
ture,	and	abstracts.	When	this	concern	
arose,	 I	 saw	 it	 to	 be	 a	 growth	 oppor-
tunity,	and	opportunity	to	function	up	
and	to	take	responsibility	for	what	the	
seminary	didn’t	 teach.	This	is	nothing	
new:	I’ve	been	doing	this	since	gradua-
tion.	Secondly,	the	Daughters	had	seen	
something	 in	 me	 for	 which	 they,	 too,	
had	decided	to	be	responsible.	We	are	in	
this	relationship	together.	The	prospects	
for	 this	 new	 ministry	 were	 looking	 up.	
I’ll	do	my	part	as	best	I	can.

Then	the	“help”	 issue	came	to	mind.	
This	 is	 a	 tough	 one	 to	 describe	 effec-
tively.	It’s	a	minority	view,	certainly;	it’s	
a	 view	 that	 can	 trigger	 disagreement,	
misunderstanding,	conflict,	and	even	re-
sentment.	I	can	show	you	my	scars.	Years	
of	practice	and	reflection	are	required	to	
keep	 these	 results	 at	 bay.	 Holding	 this	
view	reminds	me	of	believing	that	New	
York	 pizza	 is	 just	 fine	 and	 then	 serving	
it—in	Chicago	where	 they	enjoy	a	dif-
ferent	 pie	 altogether.	 It’s	 a	 view	 that	
empowers	an	undertow;	it’s	a	view	that	
can	be	a	flashpoint.

Chaplains,	 by	 vocation,	 help	 people.	
Helping	is	a	high	expectation	of	them	as	
they	 are	 generally	 understood	 to	 func-

tion.	Do	I	need	to	explain	to	the	Daugh-
ters	that	when	helping	people	comes	up,	
I	look	in	a	slightly	different	direction?

What	I	try	to	do	is	perceive	a	person’s	
responsibility	and	functioning	fairly,	and	
then	 ask,	 if	 needed,	why	 someone	 isn’t	
stepping	 up.	 This	 is	 a	 version	 of	 Bene-
dictine	practice:	a	rule	is	set,	and	when	
the	rule	is	broken,	one	asks	why	and	goes	
as	 deeply	 as	 necessary	 in	 search	 of	 the	
answer.	 The	 result	 is	 an	 improvement	
in	 following	 the	 rule.	 Chaplains,	 on	
the	other	hand,	look	for	hurting	people	
and	 then	give	 them	 the	 attention	 they	
need	 or	 want	 or	 both.	 The	 bigger	 the	
hurt,	 the	 more	 attention	 the	 Chaplain	
gives.	Greater	attention	can	be	given	ac-
cording	to	other	factors	as	well,	such	as	
how	obstreperous	a	person	can	be	 if	he	
doesn’t	 get	 the	amount	of	 attention	he	
feels	is	his	right	or	whether	the	person	is	
a	substantial	donor.

But	 I	 approach	 the	 role	 of	 Chaplain	
or	giver	of	pastoral	care	from	a	different	
perspective,	 admittedly	 from	 a	 minor-
ity	 point	 of	 view.	 A	 request	 for	 help	 is	
an	 invitation	to	create	a	 triangle.	First,	
there’s	 the	 person	 making	 the	 request.	
Second,	there	is	a	person,	an	experience,	
a	fear,	a	limitation,	a	parental	influence,	
an	 automatic	 behavior—something—
that	has	enough	power	over	the	person	
to	 hinder	 the	 person	 from	 meeting	 her	
or	his	own	needs.	The	person,	by	asking	
for	help,	attempts	to	alleviate	or	to	work	
around	 the	 stress	 or	 anxiety	 that	 exists	
between	her	or	him	and	 the	hindrance	
by	bringing	someone	else	in	(the	Chap-
lain	or	whomever)	who	will	stand	up	to	
the	something,	whatever	 it	 is,	and	save	
the	 person	 from	 working	 through	 that	
stress	or	anxiety.

And	so,	 requests	 for	help,	 invitations	
to	create	a	triangle,	have	to	be	evaluated	
carefully.	 What	 is	 the	 something,	 the	
hindrance,	 that	 keeps	 the	 person	 from	
functioning	well	on	her	own?	Why	has	

he	 given	 it	 the	 power	 he	 has	 given	 it?	
What	role	can	the	Chaplain	take	that	at	
one	time	both	decreases	the	power	of	the	
something	 and	 increases	 the	 maturity	
and	 responsibility	of	 the	person?	There	
are	ways	to	do	these	things,	but	I	submit	
that	 they	move	 in	 a	different	direction	
from	reinforcing	the	hindrance	and	from	
giving	the	attention	the	person	expects.	
The	ways	move	in	the	direction	of	liber-
ating	the	person	from	the	hindrance	and	
of	setting	the	person	free	from	the	sense	
of	 being	 stuck	which	 led	 the	person	 to	
seek	 help	 in	 the	 first	 place.	 For	 some	
people,	 this	 medicine	 is	 too	 strong.	 It’s	
not	easy.	 It	 takes	very	hard	work	and	a	
lot	of	 time.	 It	 can	be	 a	 lot	more	 costly	
than	 just	 getting	 someone	 else	 to	 take	
care	 of	 it.	 We	 don’t	 help	 people—we	
help	them	help	themselves.

Some	 Chaplains	 fall	 into	 the	 trap	 of	
the	triangle,	and	some	even	exploit	the	
triangle’s	flexibility	to	increase	the	pow-
er	of	the	hindrance	over	the	person	and	
simultaneously	increase	the	person’s	de-
pendence	on	the	Chaplain.	Some	Chap-
lains,	 let’s	 call	 them	 wolves	 in	 sheep’s	
clothing,	 do	 this	 quite	 consciously	 and	
deliberately.	They	get	to	play	savior	and	
devour	the	sheep	at	the	same	time.	Most	
Chaplains,	 however,	 function	 in	 this	
way	 only	 unconsciously.	 I	 can	 just	 say	
that	the	triangle,	worked	in	this	fashion,	
is	basically	unhealthy	 for	all	people	 in-
volved	in	it.

The	 resolution	 given	 me	 for	 this	
“help”	concern	was	rather	like	that	of	
the	first	one.	The	Daughters	found	me.	
In	this	relationship,	in	this	Chaplaincy,	
I	plead	 that	 I	was	 like	Moses,	who	was	
tending	 the	 flocks	 of	 his	 father-in-law,	
Jethro	 (Exodus	3:1);	 Gideon,	 who	 was	
beating	out	wheat	in	the	winepress	and	
trying	 to	 hide	 it	 from	 the	 Midianites	
(Judges	 6:11);	 the	 Virgin	 Mary,	 who,	
we	 are	 simply	 told,	 was	 engaged	 to	 a	
man	 whose	 name	 was	 Joseph	 (Luke	

1:27);	 and	 others	 in	 the	 Scriptures:	 I	
was	 quite	 literally	 minding	 my	 own	
business	when	the	request	came.	They	
and	 I	 have	 felt	 our	 way	 along	 in	 our	
conversation,	 and	 I	 expect	 that	 all	 of	
us	 will	 grow	 closer	 and	 grow	 in	 the	
measure	of	the	full	stature	of	Christ.

The	Service	of	Installation	was	held	at	
The	 Church	 of	 the	 Good	 Shepherd	 in	
Scranton	on	Advent	3.	Good	Shepherd	
does	not	have	a	Chapter	of	the	Daugh-
ters,	 and	 I	hope	 that	women	 there	will	
sense	a	call	 to	 form	one.	Father	Joe	De	
Acetis,	 the	 former	Chaplain,	 preached,	
and	 I	 offered	 the	 Eucharist.	 Several	
Daughters	who	planned	to	attend	could	
not	 do	 so	 because	 of	 the	 inclement	

weather.	The	Handbook	of	 the	Daugh-
ters	that	includes	the	Installation	has	me	
promise	 to	 be	 a	 spiritual	 guide,	 to	 pro-
vide	 pastoral	 care,	 to	 be	 a	 person	 who	
gives	support,	and	to	aid	in	maintaining	
the	 group.	 I	 interpret	 this	 last	 to	 mean	
to	aid	in	the	maintenance	of	the	healthy	
functioning	of	the	group,	as	I	am	sure	you	
now	understand.

I	think	you	now	know	what	I	mean	
by	that	as	well	as	how	I	propose	to	go	
about	it	with	God’s	help.

By ArchdeAcon howArd StrinGFeLLow

Once	again,	new	sweat	shirts	and	pants	along	
with	underwear	and	socks	were	among	the	dona-
tions	presented	at	Diocesan	Convention.		Over	
600	 items	 were	 collected	 in	 response	 to	 the	
Diocesan	 Episcopal	 Church	 Women’s	 appeal	
for	these	items.		Recently	the	donations	of	new	
clothing	were	given	to	the	diocesan	programs	
for	distribution.		Two	of	the	organizations	that	
benefited	 were	 St.	 Stephen’s	 Wilkes-Barre’s	
“Reach”	program	and	New	Bethany	Ministries	
in	Bethlehem.

Cathie	 Shollenberger,	 	 New	 Bethany’s	
Transitional	Housing	Project	Director,	after	
receiving	a	share	the	contribution	of	cloth-
ing,	wrote:	“Thank	you	so	much	for	keeping	
New	Bethany	Ministries	 in	 your	heart	 and	
thank	you	for	sharing	year	after	year.”

Since	 1997	 the	 ECW	 has	 organized	 a	
project	that	unified	the	Diocese	of	Bethle-
hem	in	a	diocesan-wide	effort	of	outreach.	
This	 year	 the	 exact	 total	 of	 garments	 is	
unknown	because	not	all	collection	forms	
were	 returned	 at	 Convention.	 However,	
the	 response	 was	 wonderful,	 and	 the	 or-
ganizations	 who	 received	 the	 garments	
were	 most	 grateful.	 Thanks	be	to	God	and
thank	you	to	all	of	the	parishes	for	your	support.

New Hope grants 
awarded to Reading 
and Emmaus churches

The	 New	 Hope	 Northeast	 Pennsyl-
vania	 Grants	 Committee	 has	 awarded	
S.P.A.R.K.	 (Support	 for	 Parents	 and	
Activities	 and	 Resources	 for	 Kids)	 of	
Christ	 Church,	 Reading,	 a	 one-time	
food	 ministry	 grant	 of	 $25,000.	 The	
grant	will	enable	S.P.A.R.K.	(1)	to	help	
educate	 families	 about	 basic	 nutrition	
and	to	sit	down	with	each	family	to	look	
at	their	food	budget,	taking	into	account	
how	much	they	receive	in	WIC	and	food	
stamps	and	where	they	are	shopping	for	
their	 food,	 and	 (2)	 to	 provide	 either	
supplemental	 food	 or	 transportation	
vouchers	 so	 they	 can	 avoid	 the	 limited	
variety	and	high	costs	of	the	neighborhood	
corner	 store	and	can	get	 to	an	economi-
cally	priced	grocery	or	super	store.

The	grants	committee	also	designated	
$4,000	 to	 St.	 Margaret’s,	 Emmaus,	 for	
start	 up	 costs	 for	 the	 parish’s	 new	 out-
reach	 ministry	 to	 help	 adults	 improve	
their	 literacy	 and	 basic	 life	 skills	 while	
their	 children	 are	 being	 cared	 for	 one	
evening	a	week.

Remember...
Ash Wednesday

February 17E.C.W. sponsors another way of giving
By LAurA cheGwidden

Laura Chegwidden and Marlene Hartshorne present some of the clothing designated for needy 
children which was collected during the Diocesan Convention to New Bethany Ministries.

photo provided by Cathie shollenberger
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Dreams realized in two dioceses, on two sides of the world
By chArLie BAreBo [Charlie Barebo is diocesan missioner for development and chair of the New Hope Campaign.]

Archdeacon	Howard	Stringfellow	and	
I	 left	on	a	mission	trip	to	Kajo	Keji	on	
October	20,	2009.	For	me	the	trip	began	
two	 days	 before,	 at	 Bishop	 Paul’s	 New	
Hope	Donors	reception,	and	ended	with	
a	 presentation	 to	 the	 Presiding	 Bishop	
in	 November.	 The	 October	 event	 was	
a	 meeting	 of	 New	 Hope	 donors.	 We	
socialized	 for	 about	 an	 hour.	 Bishop	
Paul	 gathered	
the	 group	 and	
he	 blessed	 the	
New	 Hope	 do-
nors	 and	 the	
bronze	 dedica-
tion	plaques	that	
would	 soon	 be	
mounted	on	the	
walls	 of	 schools	
in	 the	 Sudan.	
It	 was	 an	 emo-
tional	 moment	
filled	 with	 love,	
the	 Holy	 Spirit	
and	the	memory	
of	 loved	 ones.	
There	 were	 few	
dry	 eyes	 in	 the	
room.

We	 set	 off	 on	
the	 8,000	 mile	
journey	with	80	pounds	of	plaques	and	great	
expectations	that	were	surpassed.	The	min-
ute	 we	 landed	 on	 the	 dirt	 strip	 at	 Kajo	
Keji,	significant	changes	became	evident.	
In	 the	 distance	 we	 saw	 dozens	 of	 metal	
roofs,	 two	 FM	 transmission	 towers	 and	
four	cell	phone	towers.	

We	 saw	 no	 people	 wearing	 rags,	
there	 was	 some	 form	 of	
footwear	on	every	foot	and	
perhaps	 most	 significantly	
there	 were	 no	 protuberant	
ribs,	 denoting	 an	 end	 to	
starvation.	

As	 we	 entered	 the	 main	
road	to	Romogi	there	was	no	
bouncing,	 no	 bobbing.	 The	
road	had	been	graded.	It	was	
smooth,	 wide	 and	 we	 were	
traveling	at	45	mph.	There	is	
a	speed	bump	every	two	kilo-
meters;	an	intentional	speed	
bump	in	Kajo	Keji	 is	a	note	
of	remarkable	change.

On	the	afternoon	of	arriv-
al	 we	 met	 with	 the	 Diocese	
of	 Kajo	 Keji’s	 construction	
panel.	We	reviewed	contrac-
tor	 performance	 in	 terms	 of	
quality,	 cost	 and	 timeliness.	
Archdeacon	Stringfellow,	Ste-
phen	 Tomor	 and	 I	 met	 with	
each	of	 the	 four	 contractors	 to	discuss	 the	
projects	and	do	an	informal	process	review.	

It	is	evident	that	New	Hope’s	strict	fi-
nancial	protocols	have	provided	an	edu-
cation	for	Sudanese	contractors.	Of	the	
original	five	contractors	only	two	will	be	
used	going	forward,	Twins	and	Nasera.	

We	met	with	the	Rev.	Dan	Kure.	Dan	
is	 a	 physical	 engineer	 who	 works	 for	 a	
large	 construction	 company	 in	 Juba,	
capitol	of	the	New	Sudan.	Dan	was	or-
dained	in	2008.	He	has	agreed	to	oversee	
the	remaining	New	Hope	construction.	
He	aptly	points	out	that	no	lightning	rods	
have	 been	 used	 at	 Romogi	 or	 Gaderu	
Schools.	 We	 are	 putting	 those	 light-

ening	 rods	 in	 place!	 Dan	 will	 visit	 the	
buildings	at	least	four	times	during	their	
construction	 and	 insure	 that	 they	 are	
properly	built.	We	were	impressed	by	his	
capabilities.	 One	 noticeable	 difference	
here	 –	 as	 a	 Sudanese,	 Dan	 has	 a	 more	
critical	 eye	 than	 the	 Westerner	 Garry	
Ion.	 We	 continue	 to	 benefit	 from	 the	
community	of	the	faithful.

On	 the	 second	 day,	 Howard	 and	 I	
visited	 Sodogu,	 the	 site	 of	 one	 of	 the	
next	 primary	 schools	 to	 be	 built.	 We	
were	 warmly	 welcome;	 a	 procession	
of	children	walked	us	into	the	village.	
There	were	two	hours	of	speeches	and	
requests,	mostly	in	Bari.	The	heat	and	
the	jet	lag	mad	this	almost	painful.	The	

landlord	pointed	to	the	site	of	the	next	
school.	 We	 addressed	 the	 crowd	 and	
asked	for	their	help	in	procuring	bricks,	
gravel	and	sand	for	the	construction.	

Then,	on	to	Gaderu	for	the	dedication	
of	 the	 new	 school.	 We	 were	 over	 two	
hours	 late	due	to	an	unscheduled	stop	at	
the	Bethlehem	Tailoring	Center.	The	chil-
dren	walked	roughly	four	kilometers	from	
the	 school	 to	 greet	 us.	 They	 escorted	 us	
to	the	school	site	marching	and	singing	a	
welcome	song.	We	greeted	all	the	students	
and	parents.	The	New	Hope	and	New	Su-
dan	 flags	 were	 raised.	 We	 said	 a	 prayer	
of	 thanksgiving	 for	 the	 new	 school	
and	 the	 donors	 that	 made	 the	 school	

possible.	 Howard	 cut	 the	 rib-
bon	 and	 the	 entire	 community	
inspected	 their	new	 school.	We	
then	went	into	the	church	for	––	
you	guessed	it	––	two	more	hours	
of	speeches,	in	Bari.	

On	Saturday	we	began	a	90	Su-
danese-minute	 drive	 to	 Liwolo,	
site	of	our	next	primary	 school.	

150	 American-minutes	
later	 we	 arrived.	 (Rumor	
has	it	that	Stephen	Tomor	
lost	a	two-dollar	bet	to	an	
unnamed	 benefactor	 on	
the	length	of	the	journey.)	
The	 students	 and	 PTA	
warmly	 greeted	 us.	 After	 a	
compressed	 program	 of	 speeches	
(only	90	minutes)	headmaster,	the	
Rev.	 Charles	 Kenye	 who	 was	 or-
dained	by	Bishop	Paul	greeted	us.	
Charles	 is	 the	 future	 of	 the	 New	
Sudan.	Well	educated	and	charis-
matic,	he	will	see	that	the	children	
receive	 a	 sound	 education	 and	
walk	in	the	ways	of	the	Lord.	The	
landlord	 donated	 the	 land	 to	 the	
church	in	perpetuity.	The	parents	
and	PTA	were	overjoyed	with	our	
pledge	to	complete	a	school	there	
in	the	next	year.

On	 Sunday	 we	 went	 to	 an	 English	
service	at	St.	Luke’s	Church	in	Woodoo.	
We	 sat	 with	 the	 clergy;	 this	 was	 the	
first	 Sunday	 service	 we’ve	 attended	
without	a	bishop	present.	Lay	persons	
largely	 conducted	 the	 service.	 There	
were	hymns	but	without	 instrumental	
accompaniment.	 And	 then	 came	 the	

collection.	 People	
processed	 to	 the	
altar	 and	 dropped	
their	 offerings	 in	
hoop-type	 baskets	
as	 in	 England.	 A	
story	 from	the	Gos-
pels	 played	 in	 front	
of	 our	 eyes	 when	
you	 least	 expected	
it.	 Archdeacon	
Stringfellow	 and	 I	
witnessed	the	gift	of	
the	 Widow’s	 Mite	
acted	 out	 not	 once	
but	 one	 hundred	
times.	Consecration	
Sunday	 will	 never	
be	 the	 same	 for	 me	
again.

Monday	 was	 the	
big	day.	We	officially	
opened	 the	 college	

and	the	Romogi	New	
Hope	School.	We	began	at	the	courtyard	
of	 the	 college.	 The	 New	 Hope	 flag	 was	
raised	simultaneously	with	the	flag	of	the	
New	 Sudan.	 It	 was	 a	 moment	 of	 great	
emotion	for	people	who	had	never	before	
raised	their	national	flag.	We	were	stand-
ing	with	modern-day	Adams’s,	Otis’s	and	
Hamilton’s.	 Bishop	 Poggo	 said	 a	 prayer	
and	we	cut	the	ribbons	to	seven	buildings.

We	 walked	 to	 the	 Romogi	 New	
Hope	School,	 a	 gleaming	 jewel	under	
the	 mango	 tree.	 The	 sun	 bounced	 off	
the	 dedication	 plaques.	 There	 was	 a	
rainbow	in	the	sky	between	the	office	
block	 and	 classroom	 block	 A.	 Rain-
bows	seem	to	wait	for	us	at	this	school.	

Temporary	tables	and	chairs	had	been	
built	 and	 the	 entire	 village	 awaited	
us.	There	was	the	mandatory	program	
and	 speeches	 in	 Bari.	 Bishop	 Poggo	
thanked	 us.	 We	 said	 a	 prayer	 and	 cut	
the	 ribbon.	 There	 was	 a	 feast	 for	 the	
village	and	everyone	ate	their	fill.	

Adults	 with	 wide	 smiles	 and	 tears	 in	
their	 eyes	 thanked	 us.	 They	 called	 us	
the	 good	 Samaritans.	 I	 realized	 that	 I	
was	 seeing	 dreams,	 from	 both	 sides	 of	
the	world,	being	fulfilled.	It	was	a	day	of	
great	 joy	 and	 thanksgiving	 because	 an	
unselfish	Bishop	and	his	people	had	de-
cided	to	live	the	Gospel.	

Our	 dreams	 for	 the	 New	 Hope	 cam-
paign	 are	 beginning	 to	 come	 true.	 I	
asked	for	God’s	blessings	for	all	in	both	
dioceses	 this	 year	 and	 I	 thank	 you	 for	
sharing	 the	 miracles	 of	 your	 generos-
ity	 in	my	presence.	This	 is	 the	greatest	
blessing	I	could	ask	for.	Amen.

In	July	the	youth	of	the	Diocese	of	Beth-
lehem	 traveled	 to	 New	 Orleans	 to	 help	
with	the	rebuilding	of	a	home	in	Gentilly.		
We	have	heard	from	our	crew	chief	Mary	
Bess,	that	they	have	finished	the	walls,	the	
wiring	 and	 the	 floors	 and	 that	 the	 fam-
ily	 should	move	back	 in	by	 this	 summer.		
Mary	Bess	also	sent	pictures	of	the	rooms	
from	when	they	painted	them	and	put	in	
the	flooring.		These	pictures	can	be	found	
on	the	newSping	Blog.	

	This	fall	the	youth	of	the	diocese	had	a	
retreat	focused	on	our	Baptismal	covenant.		
We	spent	a	weekend	at	Kirby	House	using	
the	 sacrament	 of	 Baptism	 as	 our	 starting	
point	and	exploring	our	faith	through	ex-
perience	and	worship.		The	weekend	was	
spiritually	fruitful	and	we	look	forward	to	
the	opportunity	to	come	together	in	com-
munity	again	this	year	at	Christophany	at	
Watson	Homestead	in	April.

Youth
Happens......

Char l i e  the  Evange l i s t  recru i t s  Ph i l l i e s  Phans.

Charles Kenye, ordained by Bishop Paul, is the future of the new Sudan.

Students  gather  a t  the  new Liwolo  Schoo l .

photo by kim rowles
Fall retreat leaders, Kayla Farley, Tim Duncan and 
Jensen Appleman give a thumbs-up to the weekend.

photo by Charlie barebo

photo by Charlie barebo

photo by howard stringfellow
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Sudan--U.S. Policy and New Hope
By ArchdeAcon howArd StrinGFeLLow

Charlie	 Barebo	 and	 I	 flew	 to		
Kajo	 Keji	 October	 20	 none	 the	
wiser.	We	landed	on	the	grass	and	
gravel	 airstrip	 the	 following	 day	
still	 not	 knowing	 anything	 had	
happened.	When	Bishop	Anthony	
arrived	from	Juba	having	attended	
an	election	of	ten	new	bishops	for	
ten	new	dioceses	 in	 the	Episcopal	
Church	of	Sudan,	he	told	us.

“President	 Obama	 has	 changed	 U.	 S.	
policy	regarding	Sudan.	It	just	happened.”	
I	looked	at	him	blankly	for	two	reasons:	I	
knew	nothing	about	the	old	policy,	and	as	
surely	I	knew	nothing	about	the	new	one.	
But	 right	 away	 my	 neglected	 homework	
stood	right	in	front	of	me.	No	way	around	
it.	An	agenda	had	been	set.	“Archdeacon,	
I	 will	 send	 you	 some	 documents	 that	 I	
just	received.”

It	 was	
one	of	those	
m o m e n t s	
that	seemed	
then	 and	
now	 as	
though	time	
slowed,	 and	
something	
was	 being	
r e v e a l e d	
from	 some-
where	 be-
yond	 the	
surface.	 I	
find	 that	
the	 priestly	
v o c a t i o n	
is	 like	 this.	
Another	 layer	 of	 possibility	 and	 real-
ity	is	revealed	when	you	least	expect	it.	
There’s	no	danger	of	missing	the	revela-
tion,	 but	 there’s	 every	 danger	 that	 the	
revelation	won’t	be	heeded	or	won’t	be	
honored.	 We	 come	 in	 to	 the	 picture	
heeding	and	honoring	the	revelation;	we	
come	 into	 the	picture	by	accepting	 the	
love	of	God	the	revelation	represents.

And	 Bishop	 Anthony	 was	 true	 to	
his	 word.	 The	 documents	 found	 their	
way	 to	 my	 notebook	 computer	 before	
I	 returned	 to	 Bethlehem.	 You	 can	
download	 the	 most	 important	 of	 the	
documents	 from	 the	 State	 Depart-
ment’s	web	site,	And	you	can	find	the	
background	article	about	Sudan	at	the	
same	 website,	 http://www.state.gov/r/
pa/ei/bgn/5424.htm.	 Read	 them,	 and	
you	will	know	more	about	Sudan	than	
most	all	of	the	people	in	the	world.

I	 draw	 from	 the	first	 link,	 “Sudan:	A	
Critical	 Moment,	 A	 Comprehensive	
Approach,”	 that	 the	 old	 policy	 differs	
little	from	the	new	one	except	that	the	
new	one	is	comprehensive.	Not	lost	on	
me,	 either,	 is	 the	 presence	 of	 the	 word	
comprehensive	 in	 the	 document	 out-
lining	 the	 policy	 and	 in	 the	 name	 of	
the	 Comprehensive	 Peace	 Agreement	
of	2005	that	brought	the	war	to	an	end	
while	 the	 world	 watched.	 Old	 policies	
have	been	sutured	together	to	make	the	
new	one,	and	the	new	one,	the	State	De-
partment	promises,	will	be	implemented	
by	 uniform	 and	 consistent	 application.	
The	policy	has	three	strategic	objectives:

1.	 A	 definitive	 end	 to	 conflict,	
gross	 human	 rights	 abuses,	 and	
genocide	in	Darfur.

2.	 Implementation	 of	 the	 North-
South	 Comprehensive	 Peace	 Agree-
ment	 that	 results	 in	a	peaceful	post-
2011	 Sudan,	 or	 an	 orderly	 path	
toward	two	separate	and	viable	states	
at	peace	with	each	other.

3.	 	 Ensure	 that	 Sudan	 does	 not	
provide	 a	 safe	 haven	 for	 interna-
tional	terrorists.

In	March	President	Obama	appointed	
(Retired	Air	Force)	Major	General	Scott	
Gration	to	be	his	Special	Envoy	to	Su-
dan.	Born	to	missionaries,	he	spent	his	
youth	in	the	now	Democratic	Republic	
of	 the	 Congo	 and	 Kenya.	 Gration	 is	
charged	with	 implementing	 the	new	
policy,	 and	 he	 reports	 to	 Secretary	
Hillary	Clinton.	News	stories	indicate	
that	Gration	 sits	with	other	U.	S.	of-
ficials	 quarterly	 to	 evaluate	 Sudan’s	
progress	toward	the	goals	of	the	policy.	

Their	 next	
meeting	is	in	
January.	I	am	
on	 the	 look-
out	 for	 re-
ports	 of	 this	
meeting.

Travel	 to	
Sudan	moves	
me	 deeply.	
I	 have	 said	
that	 my	 par-
ticipation	 in	
New	Hope	is	
the	most	im-
portant	thing	
I	 have	 done	
in	 my	 life.	
New	 Hope’s	

mission	 in	 	 Kajo	 Keji	 is	 life-giving:	 build-
ing	schools	offers	new	hope	to	hundreds	of	
school-age	children	and	their	families	in	our	
companion	diocese.	New	schools	 represent	
systemic	change,	an	improvement	that	will	
address	poverty	in	time.

And	 our	 mission	 there	 gives	 us	 new	
hope	also.	Our	mission	in	the	power	of	the	
Spirit	has	led	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	to	
transcend	our	parochial	interests	and	to	do	
something	 for	 other	people	who	need	 it.	
As	Christians,	our	lives	are	not	just	about	
us;	our	lives	are	about	our	life	in	Christ	and	
the	lives	of	all	of	his	people.	New	Hope	has	

given	 us	 the	
opportunity	
to	 know	 and	
to	experience	
how	 fully	
true	this	is.

In	Novem-
ber	 I	 started	
catching	 up	
on	 some	 of	
the	 overdue	
h o m e w o r k	
about	 Su-
dan.	 I	 heard	
the	 call	 in	
the	 brief	
conversation	
with	Bishop	
A n t h o n y.	
But	 I	did	not	 let	 that	be	 the	end	 to	 it.	
I	started	spending	more	time	praying	
about	Sudan,	all	the	people	of	Sudan,	
offering	in	a	spiritual	way	something	to	
accompany	what	I	am	continuing	to	do	
administratively	and	financially.

Prayer	about	Sudan	has	become	more	
and	 more	 important	 to	 me.	 Tensions	
rise	 as	 elections,	 scheduled	 for	 April,	
approach.	On	Saturday,	The	New	York	
Times	reported	a	tribal	conflict	between	
the	Dinka	and	the	Nuer	in	Duk	Padiet.	
Such	conflicts	are	not	unusual,	but	re-
cently	they	have	been	more	intense	
with	more	weapons,	fresh	uniforms,	
and	military	paraphernalia.	People	fear	
that	Northern	Sudan	stokes	tribal	con-
flicts	 in	 the	 South	 to	 sabotage	 South	
Sudan’s	unity	 and	peace.	Recent	 skir-
mishes	 have	 raised	 the	 possibility	 of	
outside	support	and	interference.

In	 2011,	 also,	 according	 to	 the	
Comprehensive	Peace	Agreement	of	
2005,	a	referendum	will	be	held	that	
will	offer	South	Sudan	the	choice	of	
self-determination.	 Then	 the	 people	
of	South	Sudan	will	 decide	whether	 to	
secede	or	remain	part	of	a	unified	Sudan.	
Northern	 Sudan	 grudgingly	 accepted	
the	 U.	 S.-sponsored	 CPA,	 and	 staying	
on	schedule	for	the	referendum	remains	
U.	S.	policy.	In	January	2005,	when	the	
CPA	 began	 the	 cease-fire,	 Sudan	 had	
captured	 much	 of	 the	 world’s	 atten-
tion.	That	interest,	I	observe,	has	waned	
somewhat	but	not	very	much.	The	new	

U.	S.	policy	 indicates	our	officials’	eyes	
are	on	Sudan.

Yesterday,	 a	 report	 from	 the	 BBC	
(that	 Bishop	 Paul	 shared	 with	 us)	 and	
one	from	the	Voice	of	America	indicate	
agreements	have	been	reached	between	
the	major	political	parties	of	North	and	
South	 Sudan	 about	 the	 proportion	 of	
votes	and	turnout	required	for	the	refer-
endum	to	be	binding.	Some	other	issue,	
unnamed	 in	 the	 BBC	 report,	 remains	
unresolved	at	the	moment.

To	 answer	 these	 concerns	 and	 to	
answer	 the	 needs	 of	 our	 sisters	 and	
brothers	in		Kajo	Keji,	I	wrote	and	use	
a	prayer	that	I	want	to	share	with	you.	
It’s	the	prayer	we	used	at	Good	Shep-
herd	in	Scranton	yesterday	in	response	
to	Bishop	Paul’s	request	for	prayers	for	
Sudan	from	all	of	our	churches.

A Collect for All the People of Sudan
Lord Christ when first you came to 

earth, you proclaimed the Kingdom of 
God by blessing the poor in spirit and by 
healing the sick: Grant such grace to all 
the people of Sudan that they may grow to 
the measure of your full stature; all this 
we ask in your holy Name. Amen.

Growing	 to	 the	 measure	 of	 Christ’s	
full	 stature	 Christ	 wants	 for	 each	 of	
the	Sudanese.	And	he	wants	it	for	you	
and	 for	me,	 too.	With	New	Hope,	we	
have	an	instrument	in	place	for	Christ	
to	use	to	accomplish	that	for	them	and	
for	us	at	the	same	time.

Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow dedicates the new Gaderu Primary School.

The Widow’s Mite was acted out many times.

Senior Space at St. Luke’s Scranton

Senior	Space,	a	program	to	bring	togeth-
er	 the	 downtown	 seniors	 from	 the	 local	
high-rise	buildings	 in	Scranton	for	an	af-
ternoon	of	sharing	food	and	fun,	began	at	
St.	Luke’s	Episcopal	Church	in	June,	2009.

Held	on	the	 second	Sunday	every	other	
month,	 1:00	 to	 3:00	 p.m.,	 attendance	 has	
been	 increasing:	 June	 (21	Seniors	 and	five	
volunteers),	 August	 (27	 Seniors	 and	 eight	

volunteers),	and	October	
(40	Seniors	and	five	dif-
ferent	volunteers	from	St.	
Luke’s).

At	one	of	 the	
gatherings,	 an	
accomplished	pi-
anist	guest	enter-
tained	 everyone.	
He	 promised	 to	
return.

With	 the	
backing	 of	 St.	
Luke’s	 rector,	
Father	 Peter	

D’Angio,	 the	 vestry	 and	 26	 pa-
rishioners	organizing	these	after-
noons,	 Senior	 Space	 coordina-
tors	Beverly	Hoeffner	and	Linda	
Howarth	 said	 they	 are	 “looking	
ahead	 hopefully	 to	 expanding	
this	 new	 community	 service.”	
Responses	 received	 in	 December	

indicated	that	some	60	to	70	Seniors	and	
eight	 new	 volunteers	 have	 signed	 up	 for	
the	January	10	event.	

photo by Charlie barebo

photo by Charlie barebo

photos provided by st. luke’s, sCranton
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Respect on the Road

By cAnon Anne e. kitch

I	sat	with	a	class	of	5th	and	6th	graders	
a	few	years	ago	while	we	discussed	how	
we	 were	 going	 to	 honor	 Lent.	 We	 had	
moved	 the	 discussion	 beyond	 the	 idea	
of	 “giving	 something	 up,”	 to	 thoughts	
of	 how	 we	 might	 work	 toward	 chang-
ing	some	behavior	in	ourselves	that	kept	
us	 from	 acting	 in	 love.	 We	 had	 agreed	
that	 we	 would	 each	 write	 our	 personal	
Lenten	challenge	on	a	card,	and	would	
check	in	with	one	another	about	how	it	
was	going	during	the	season.

I	 sat	 at	 that	 table	and	 thought	about	
what	I	wanted	to,	needed	to,	change	in	
my	 life.	 The	 fi	rst	 three	 thoughts	 that	

came	 to	 mind	 were	 excellent	 oppor-
tunities	 for	 Lenten	 discipline.	 None,	
however,	 was	 anything	 I	 would	 admit	
to	a	group	of	11-year-olds.	I	struggled	to	
think	of	some	behavior	I	truly	wanted	to	
change	but	was	also	willing	to	talk	about.	
How	could	I	possibly	lead	these	kids	by	
example	if	I	wasn’t	willing	to	take	a	risk?		
So	 I	 did	 two	 things.	 I	 told	 them	 they	
might	 have	 something	 important	 they	
wanted	to	change	 in	their	 life	 that	was	
too	private	to	share	with	the	group;	that	
was	fi	ne.	Then	I	wrote	on	my	card,	“Stop	
yelling	at	other	drivers.”

At	 the	 time	 I	 felt	 it	 was	 kind	 of	 a	
wimpy	choice.	True,	I	was	in	the	habit	of	
yelling	at	other	drivers	on	the	road	when	
they	irritated	me.	Actually,	I	didn’t	yell;	
I	 simply	 made	 exasperated	 comments.	
The	other	drivers	couldn’t	hear	me	any-
way.	So,	was	changing	this	behavior	re-
ally	worthy	of	a	Lenten	discipline?

Still,	 that	 is	what	I	wrote	and	that	 is	
what	 I	 did.	 It	 was	 a	 richer	 experience	

than	I	could	ever	have	imagined.	First,	
it	was	diffi	cult.	The	words	would	fl	y	out	
of	my	mouth	as	 someone	made	a	turn	
without	 signaling,	 drove	 at	 a	 snail’s	
pace,	or	pulled	out	 in	 front	of	me	too	
quickly.	I	really	had	to	pay	attention	to	
my	 reactions	 in	 order	 to	 stop	 the	 fl	ip	
comments.	Once	I	had	managed	that,	I	
began	to	notice	things.	First	I	observed	
just	 how	 often	 I	 engaged	 in	 verbal	
commentary	 about	 the	 other	 drivers	
on	 the	 road.	 Then,	 as	 with	 practice	 I	
was	able	to	curb	my	tongue,	I	perceived	
that	 I	 developed	 more	 compassion-
ate	 thoughts	 about	 the	 other	 drivers.	
Perhaps	 there	 was	 a	 very	 good	 reason	
the	person	 in	 front	of	me	was	driving	
slowly.	 Perhaps	 that	 guy	 really	 hadn’t	
seen	 me	 when	 he	 pulled	 out	 and	 had	
made	a	 simple	mistake.	Perhaps	 I	was	
the	 one	 in	 too	 much	 of	 a	 hurry	 who	
needed	to	slow	down.

By	 the	 time	Easter	 came	around	 I	was	
a	different	driver	and	a	calmer	person.	 It	

turns	out	that	
it	 is	 impos-
sible	 to	 spew	
irritation	 at	
others	 (even	
outside	 of	
their	 hear-
ing)	 and	 not	
have	 it	 spill	
all	 over	 one-
self.	 Huh.	
The	corollary	
is	 also	 true.	
Treating	 oth-
ers	with	 simple	courtesy	also	bolsters	one’s	
own	dignity.

Of	 course,	 not	 all	 good	 habits	 remain	
in	place	if	not	practiced.	This	Lent,	I	am	
going	 to	 commit	 to	 being	 courteous	 to	
other	drivers,	in	word	and	deed.	Again.	
Those	who	ride	 in	the	car	with	me	most	
often	will	be	grateful.	As	will	all	those	with	
whom	I	share	the	road,	even	as	they	go	about	
their	 business	 unaware	 of	 my	 actions.	 Be-
cause	respecting	the	dignity	of	every	human	
being	matters—in	small	instances	as	well	as	
monumental	occasions.

Bishop	Paul	has	appointed	 ten	mem-
bers	 to	 the	 newly	 formed	 Commission	
on	Lifelong	Christian	Formation	for	the	
Diocese	of	Bethlehem.	The	Rev.	Anne	
E.	 Kitch,	 Canon	 for	 Formation	 in	 the	
Christian	Faith,	will	chair	this	Commis-
sion.	

The	 mission	 of	 this	 group	 will	 be	 to	
support	 lifelong	 Christian	 formation	 in	
the	parishes	of	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem	
with	 particular	 emphasis	 on	 children’s	
ministry	 and	 adult	 formation,	 to	 live	
into	 the	Charter	 for	Lifelong	Christian	
Formation	adopted	by	 the	76th	General	
Convention	 of	 the	 Episcopal	 Church,	
and	 to	 uphold	 General	 Convention	
Resolution	A083	(2009)	to	formulate	a	
Diocesan	Strategy	for	Lifelong	Christian	
Formation.	 	 The	 Diocesan	 Mission-
er	 for	 Youth	 will	 be	 an	 ex-officio	
member	 of	 this	 commission,	 and	
the	mission	to	support	the	youth	of	

our	diocese	will	continue	under	the	
Youth	Ministries.

The	 Commission	 will	 be	 responsible	
for	 planning	 Bishop’s	 Day	 for	 Kids	 and	
other	 formation	events,	 continuing	 the	
work	of	AWE	Children’s	Ministries,	pro-
viding	training	days	for	Christian	Educa-
tors,	providing	resources	to	support	par-
ish	Christian	Education	and	Formation	
programs,	 and	 supporting	 the	 work	 of	
the	Canon	 for	Formation	 in	 the	Chris-
tian	Faith.	

Joan DeAcetis (St. Peter’s, Hazelton) 
Marion Meiss (St. Peter’s, Hazelton) 
Ann Mickus (Nativity, Bethlehem) 
Linda Moggio (Christ Church, Reading)
Brian Pavlac (St. Stephen’s, Wilkes Barre) 
Kim Rowles (St. Gabriel’s, Douglasville)
Ellyn Siftar (Trinity, Bethlehem) 
Judith Snyder (St. Anne’s, Trexlertown)
Terry Wible (St. Luke’s, Lebanon) 

Bishop Paul Appoints Members to Lifelong 
Christian Formation Commission

Dive In!             February 27, 2010
A Day Exploring Baptism
What does it mean...
to be baptized and to live a bap-
tized life? How can you nurture 
your life in Christ? How can your 
congregation live more deeply 
into baptismal ministry? A day of 
Christian Formation for parents, 
Christian educators, clergy, and 
anyone seeking a deeper life in 
Christ.
Presenters:
The Rev. Canon Anne E. Kitch
The Rev. Hillary Raining

Where: 
Church of the Good Shepherd
1780 North Washington St.
Scranton, PA 18509

Time: 9:30am to 3:30pm

Other: 
For more information and to 
register go to Diocesan Event 
Registration at www.diobeth.org 
or call Rosie Hummel 610-691-
5655.

Sponsored by the Commission on Lifelong Christian
Formation of the Diocese of Bethlehem

*********Think Spring********
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Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations
“	 I	 am	 happy	 to	 announce	 that	 after	

a	period	of	gathering	for	 initial	conver-
sations,	we	once	again	have	a	Commis-
sion	 on	 Ecumenical	 and	 Interfaith	 Re-
lations,”	 Bishop	 Paul	 wrote	 recently	 to	
members	of	the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem.	

“It	 is	 comprised	of	 a	 good	number	of	
clergy	and	lay	people	from	the	north	and	
the	 south	 of	 the	 Diocese.	 Because	 this	
work	 is	 so	 important	 and	 because	 the	
Rev.	 Maria	 Tjeltveit	 has	 put	 so	 much	
time	and	energy	into	the	efforts	so	far,	I	
have	named	her	the	chair	of	the	commis-
sion	as	Canon	for	Ecumenical	and	Inter-
faith	Relations.	I	know	you	will	want	to	
congratulate	her	on	her	appointment.	

“Those	 who	 attend	 convention	 are	
already	 familiar	
with	 her	 reports	
and	 her	 dedicat-
ed	 work	 on	 the	
dialogue	with	the	
Moravians.	 One	
of	 the	 Commis-
sion’s	 tasks	 is	 to	
keep	us	educated	
and	 motivated	
in	 these	 matters,	

so	with	you	 I	 look	 forward	 to	hearing	
from	them.”	

Canon	 Maria	 W.	 E.	 Tjeltveit	 has	
been	rector	of	the	Church	of	the	Me-
diator,	Allentown,	since	September	1,	
1999.	 (Her	 fi	rst	 name	 is	 pronounced	
“Mariah”	 and	 her	 last	 name	 is	 pro-
nounced	“Chelt	vate”.)	

She	 is	 a	 member	 of	 the	 Moravian-
Episcopal	 dialogue	 on	 the	 national	
level	and	is	active	in	Jewish-Christian	
and	Muslim-Christian	dialogue.	She	is	
Ecumenical	 and	 Interfaith	 Offi	cer	 for	
the	Diocese	of	Bethlehem.

Commission Members	
Rodney Conn (Diocesan Staff)
Lou Divis (Deacon)
Peter D’Angio (St. Luke’s, Scranton)
Daniel Gunn (St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre)
Elizabeth Haynes (Christ, Stroudsburg)
Fred Mauger (Retired)
Mariclair Partee (Nativity, Bethlehem)
Lexa Shallcross (St. Margaret’s, Emmaus)
Maria Tjeltveit (Mediator, Allentown)
Norma Meyers (Mediator, Allentown)
Jon Rinnander (Trinity, Bethlehem)
Jerry Gaeta (Lutheran Ecumenical Member)
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Mar. 11:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2,	
Mar. 11:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 2,	 St.	

Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.
Mar. 13:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	

Meeting	(via	Conference	Call)
Mar. 14:	Daylight	Saving	Time	Be-

gins
Mar. 14:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Mark’s,	

New	Milford
Mar. 14:	Bishop	Jack,	Christ,	Read-

ing
Mar. 16:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	

Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.
Mar. 21:	Trio	Jolie	in	Concert,	Trin-

ity,	Pottsville,	4:00	P.M.
Mar. 21:	“Bad	Habits”,	A	Cathedral	

Players	Production,	Cathedral	Church	
of	 the	Nativity,	Bethlehem,	4:00	P.M.	
For	more	information,	contact	Russell	
Jackson,	610-865-0727.

Mar. 23:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda	4:00	P.M.

Mar. 23:	Archdeacon	Visit,	St.	Ga-
briel’s,	Douglassville	6:00	P.M.

Mar. 25:	 Chrism	 Mass,	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem	11:00	A.M.

Mar. 30:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 3,	 St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Springs	2:00	P.M.

Apr. 1:	Maundy	Thursday	
Apr. 4:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Gabriel’s,	

Douglassville
Apr. 4:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 Cathedral,	

Bethlehem
Apr. 6:	Clergy	Bible	Study	6,	Holy	

Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.
Apr. 8:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Nativ-

ity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.
Apr. 9-11:	 	 Province	 III	 Youth	

Event,	 Bishop	 Claggett	 Center	 Buck-
eystown,	 MD.	 For	 more	 information,	
see	the	Province	3	Youth	page	on	Face-
book.

Apr. 10:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	
Meeting

Apr. 13:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	
Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.

Apr. 15:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 2,	 St.	
Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

Apr. 16-18:	Christophany
Apr. 18:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 Christ,	

Susquehanna
Apr. 18:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 James’	

Schuylkill	Haven
Apr. 18:	 Monocacy	 Chamber	 Or-

chestra	directed	by	Donald	Spieth	fea-
turing	Poulenc’s	Organ	Concerto	with	
Russell	 Jackson	 as	 soloist.	 For	 more	
information,	 contact	 Russell	 Jackson,	
610-865-0727.

Apr. 20:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda	4:00	P.M.

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

February 7:	 St.	 Andrew’s	 Church,	
Alden.	The	Rev.	 John	Leo,	Supply	
and	Trinity	and	St.	Philip’s	Church,	
Lansford.	The	Rev.	Robert	Wellner,	
Licensed	to	Offi	ciate
February 14:	 Church	 of	 the	 Me-
diator,	Allentown.	The	Rev.	Canon	
Marie	W.	E.	Tjeltveit,	Rector,	The	
Rev.	 Walter	 Krieger,	 Assistant	 and	
the	Diocesan	Staff.
February 21:	 Grace	 Church,	 Al-
lentown.	 The	 Rev.	 Patrick	 L.	 Mal-
loy,	Rector		and	The	Rev.	Christina	
Nord,	Assistant	Priest	and	the	Com-
mission	on	Ministry.
February 28:	St.	Andrew’s	Church,	
Allentown.	The	Rev.	T.	Scott	Allen,	
Rector	and	the	Diocesan	Council.

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org

February 7:	 The	 Church	 of	 the	
Province	of	Central	Africa	
February 14:	Iglesia	Anglicana	de	
la	Region	Central	de	America	The	
Most	Rev.d	Martin	de	 Jesus	Bara-
hona	Primate	of	IARCA	&	Bishop	
of	El	Salvador	
February 21:	 Provincede	 L’Eglise	
Anglicane	 Du	 Congo	 The	 Most	
Rev.d	 Henry	 Kahwa	 Isingoma	
Archbishop	of	the	Congo	&	Bish-
op	of	Boga	
February 28:	 The	 Church	 of	
England	 The	 Most	 Rev.d	 Rowan	
Douglas	 Williams	 Archbishop	 of	
Canterbury

The Diocese of Kajo Keji

February 7:	 Beliak	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	 Elikana	 Lodu.	 Pasiki	 Parish.	
The	Rev.	Cosmas	Loburi	Yusto
February 14:	 Ajira	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	Joseph	Lomuja.	Pomoju	Girls	
Secondary	 School	 and	 Pomoju	
Parish.	 The	 Rev.	 John	 Mono	 and	
Staff,	 The	 Rev.	 Jeneti	 Poni,	 and	
The	Rev.	Stephen	Duku	Lotiyo
February 21:	 Akuboro	 Parish.	
The	Rev.	Stanley	Rumbe.	Retired	
Bishop	 &	 Canon	 Emeritus.	 The	
Rt.	Rev.	Bishop	Manasseh	Binyi
February 28:	Andejo	Parish.	The	
Rev.	Nelson	Wolyan	Adaria.	Rodo	
Parish.	The	Rev.	Scopas	Modi	and	
The	Rev.	Aggrey	Ludoru

planAhead prayFor

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org

February 7:	 St.	 Andrew’s	 Church,	
Alden.	The	Rev.	 John	Leo,	Supply	
and	Trinity	and	St.	Philip’s	Church,	
Lansford.	The	Rev.	Robert	Wellner,	
Licensed	to	Offi	ciate
February 14:	 Church	 of	 the	 Me-
diator,	Allentown.	The	Rev.	Canon	
Marie	W.	E.	Tjeltveit,	Rector,	The	
Rev.	 Walter	 Krieger,	 Assistant	 and	
the	Diocesan	Staff.
February 21:	 Grace	 Church,	 Al-
lentown.	 The	 Rev.	 Patrick	 L.	 Mal-
loy,	Rector		and	The	Rev.	Christina	
Nord,	Assistant	Priest	and	the	Com-
mission	on	Ministry.
February 28:	St.	Andrew’s	Church,	
Allentown.	The	Rev.	T.	Scott	Allen,	
Rector	and	the	Diocesan	Council.

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org

February 7:	 The	 Church	 of	 the	
Province	of	Central	Africa	
February 14:	Iglesia	Anglicana	de	
la	Region	Central	de	America	The	
Most	Rev.d	Martin	de	 Jesus	Bara-
hona	Primate	of	IARCA	&	Bishop	
of	El	Salvador	
February 21:	 Provincede	 L’Eglise	
Anglicane	 Du	 Congo	 The	 Most	
Rev.d	 Henry	 Kahwa	 Isingoma	
Archbishop	of	the	Congo	&	Bish-
op	of	Boga	
February 28:	 The	 Church	 of	
England	 The	 Most	 Rev.d	 Rowan	
Douglas	 Williams	 Archbishop	 of	
Canterbury

The Diocese of Kajo Keji

February 7:	 Beliak	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	 Elikana	 Lodu.	 Pasiki	 Parish.	
The	Rev.	Cosmas	Loburi	Yusto
February 14:	 Ajira	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	Joseph	Lomuja.	Pomoju	Girls	
Secondary	 School	 and	 Pomoju	
Parish.	 The	 Rev.	 John	 Mono	 and	
Staff,	 The	 Rev.	 Jeneti	 Poni,	 and	
The	Rev.	Stephen	Duku	Lotiyo
February 21:	 Akuboro	 Parish.	
The	Rev.	Stanley	Rumbe.	Retired	
Bishop	 &	 Canon	 Emeritus.	 The	
Rt.	Rev.	Bishop	Manasseh	Binyi
February 28:	Andejo	Parish.	The	
Rev.	Nelson	Wolyan	Adaria.	Rodo	
Parish.	The	Rev.	Scopas	Modi	and	
The	Rev.	Aggrey	Ludoru

prayFor

	 St.	 Andrew’s	 Church,	
Alden.	The	Rev.	 John	Leo,	Supply	
and	Trinity	and	St.	Philip’s	Church,	
Lansford.	The	Rev.	Robert	Wellner,	

	 Church	 of	 the	 Me-
diator,	Allentown.	The	Rev.	Canon	
Marie	W.	E.	Tjeltveit,	Rector,	The	
Rev.	 Walter	 Krieger,	 Assistant	 and	

	 Grace	 Church,	 Al-
lentown.	 The	 Rev.	 Patrick	 L.	 Mal-
loy,	Rector		and	The	Rev.	Christina	
Nord,	Assistant	Priest	and	the	Com-

	St.	Andrew’s	Church,	
Allentown.	The	Rev.	T.	Scott	Allen,	

Anglicans Around the World

	 The	 Church	 of	 the	

	Iglesia	Anglicana	de	
la	Region	Central	de	America	The	
Most	Rev.d	Martin	de	 Jesus	Bara-
hona	Primate	of	IARCA	&	Bishop	

	 Provincede	 L’Eglise	
Anglicane	 Du	 Congo	 The	 Most	
Rev.d	 Henry	 Kahwa	 Isingoma	
Archbishop	of	the	Congo	&	Bish-

	 The	 Church	 of	
England	 The	 Most	 Rev.d	 Rowan	
Douglas	 Williams	 Archbishop	 of	

	 Beliak	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	 Elikana	 Lodu.	 Pasiki	 Parish.	

	 Ajira	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	Joseph	Lomuja.	Pomoju	Girls	
Secondary	 School	 and	 Pomoju	
Parish.	 The	 Rev.	 John	 Mono	 and	
Staff,	 The	 Rev.	 Jeneti	 Poni,	 and	

	 Akuboro	 Parish.	
The	Rev.	Stanley	Rumbe.	Retired	
Bishop	 &	 Canon	 Emeritus.	 The	

	Andejo	Parish.	The	
Rev.	Nelson	Wolyan	Adaria.	Rodo	
Parish.	The	Rev.	Scopas	Modi	and	

prayFor

In the Diocese of Bethlehem

	 St.	 Andrew’s	 Church,	
Alden.	The	Rev.	 John	Leo,	Supply	
and	Trinity	and	St.	Philip’s	Church,	
Lansford.	The	Rev.	Robert	Wellner,	

	 Church	 of	 the	 Me-
diator,	Allentown.	The	Rev.	Canon	
Marie	W.	E.	Tjeltveit,	Rector,	The	
Rev.	 Walter	 Krieger,	 Assistant	 and	

	 Grace	 Church,	 Al-
lentown.	 The	 Rev.	 Patrick	 L.	 Mal-
loy,	Rector		and	The	Rev.	Christina	
Nord,	Assistant	Priest	and	the	Com-

	St.	Andrew’s	Church,	
Allentown.	The	Rev.	T.	Scott	Allen,	

Anglicans Around the World

	 The	 Church	 of	 the	

	Iglesia	Anglicana	de	
la	Region	Central	de	America	The	
Most	Rev.d	Martin	de	 Jesus	Bara-
hona	Primate	of	IARCA	&	Bishop	

	 Provincede	 L’Eglise	
Anglicane	 Du	 Congo	 The	 Most	
Rev.d	 Henry	 Kahwa	 Isingoma	
Archbishop	of	the	Congo	&	Bish-

	 The	 Church	 of	
England	 The	 Most	 Rev.d	 Rowan	
Douglas	 Williams	 Archbishop	 of	

	 Beliak	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	 Elikana	 Lodu.	 Pasiki	 Parish.	

	 Ajira	 Parish.	 The	
Rev.	Joseph	Lomuja.	Pomoju	Girls	
Secondary	 School	 and	 Pomoju	
Parish.	 The	 Rev.	 John	 Mono	 and	
Staff,	 The	 Rev.	 Jeneti	 Poni,	 and	

	 Akuboro	 Parish.	
The	Rev.	Stanley	Rumbe.	Retired	
Bishop	 &	 Canon	 Emeritus.	 The	

	Andejo	Parish.	The	
Rev.	Nelson	Wolyan	Adaria.	Rodo	
Parish.	The	Rev.	Scopas	Modi	and	

prayFor

Apr. 24:	Diocesan	Training	Day,	St.	
Stephen’s,	Wilkes-Barre	9:00	A.M.	 to	
2:00	 P.M.	 Online	 registration	 opens	
February	20th

Apr. 27:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 3,	 St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Springs	2:00	P.M.

Apr. 27:	Archdeacon	Visit,	St.	Al-
ban’s,	Sinking	Springs	6:00	P.M.

Apr. 30 – May 2:	 Creating	 a	 Cul-
ture	 of	 Peace,	 Diocesan	 Peace	 Com-
mission,	Cathedral	Church	of	the	Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem.	Cost	is	$25	for	three	
days	of	training.	More	details	to	come.

May 2:	 Progressive	 Organ	 Recital	
in	 Bethlehem.	 Nativity	 at	 4:00	 P.M.,	
Trinity	 at	 5:00	 P.M.,	 and	 Central	
Moravian	at	6:00	P.M.	For	more	infor-
mation,	contact	Russell	 Jackson,	610-
865-0727.

May 4:	Clergy	Bible	Study	6,	Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

May 4:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	 Ste-
phen’s,	Whitehall	6:00	P.M.

May 6:	Clergy	Day
May 8:	 Commission	 on	 Ministry	

Meeting
May 10:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Nativ-

ity,	Bethlehem	6:00	P.M.
May 11:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 7,	 St.	

Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.
May 13:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Na-

tivity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.
May 16:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Alban’s,	

Sinking	Springs
May 16:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Stephen’s,	

Whitehall
May 16:	St.	Matthew’s	Society	Din-

ner,	Lehigh	Valley	Country	Club,	Al-
lentown	3:00	P.M.	to	6:00	P.M.

May 16:	 Soprano	 Mara	 Hazzard	 in	
Concert,	Trinity,	Pottsville,	4:00	P.M.

May 16:	 Celebrity	 Organ	 Recital,	
Cathedral	 Church	 of	 the	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem,	4:00	P.M.	Given	by	Mollie	
Nichols,	Director	of	Music	for	Church	
of	the	Heavenly	Rest,	NYC.	For	more	
information,	 contact	 Russell	 Jackson,	
610-865-0727.

May 18:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	
Christ,	Towanda	4:00	P.M.

May 18:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Good	
Shepherd	and	St.	John’s,	Milford	6:00	
P.M.

May 20:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 2,	 St.	
Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.

May 23:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 Good	 Shep-
herd	and	St.	John’s,	Milford

May 23:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 Nativity,	
Bethlehem

May 25:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 3,	 St.	
Alban’s,	Sinking	Springs	2:00	P.M.
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The Bakery and the newSpin newsletter ––	 The	 online	
Bakery,	includes	news,	ideas,	opinion	and	conversation	related	to	our	
diocesan	 community,	 the	Episcopal	Church	 and	 the	Anglican	Com-
munion.	Consider	becoming	a	baker	in	the	House	of	Bread.	Bethle-
hem,	you	know,	means	“House	of	Bread”	in	Hebrew.	News	is	posted	
in	the	Bakery	long	before	you	see	it	in	print	in	Diocesan	Life.	If	you	
prefer	to	receive	only	two	or	three	email	notes	weekly,	newSpin	is	for	
you.	Visit	our	diocesan	website,	www.diobeth.org, to	join	either	Bakery	
or	 newSpin.	 Complete	 the	 bit	 of	 information	 requested	 at	 the	 “Get	
Connected”	box,	about	one	screen	down	in	the	column	on	the	right.	

Jan. 27-29:	 Building	 an	 Ethical	
Economy	by	 the	Trinity	 Institute	at	
Zion’s	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church,	
Old	Zionsville,	PA.	Cost	is	$35.	For	
more	information	or	to	register,	call	
the	church	offi	ce	at	610-966-3834	or	
email	zions@ptd.net.	

Jan. 28:	Diocesan	Council,	Grace,	
Kingston	6:30	P.M.

Jan. 29-30:	 Bishop’s	 Open	 Mic	
with	Youth,	Good	Shepherd,	Scran-
ton.	 Registration	 is	 now	 open	 at	
www.diobeth.org.	 Registration	 clos-
es	January	25th.	

Feb. 2:	Clergy	Bible	Study	6,	Holy	
Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

Feb. 2:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	
Clement’s	 and	 St.	 Peter’s,	 Wilkes-
Barre	6:00	P.M.

Feb. 4:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Feb. 5:	Hug	an	Episcopalian	Day
Feb.	6:	Celebration	of	New	Minis-

try,	Grace,	Kingston	4:00	P.M.
Feb. 9:	Clergy	Bible	Study	7,	St.	

Mark’s,	Moscow	2:00	P.M.
Feb. 11:	Clergy	Bible	Study	2,	St.	

Stephen’s,	Whitehall	2:00	P.M.
Feb. 13:	Commission	on	Ministry	

Meeting	(via	Conference	Call)
Feb. 14:	Bishop	Paul,	St.	Peter’s,	

Tunkhannock
Feb. 14:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 Trinity,	

West	Pittston
Feb. 16:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 8,	

Christ,	Towanda	4:00	P.M.
Feb. 17:	Ash	Wednesday
Feb. 21:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Clem-

ent’s	and	St.	Peter’s,	Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 21:	Bishop	Jack,	Holy	Cross,	

Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 23:	Clergy	Bible	Study	3,	St.	

Alban’s,	Sinking	Springs	2:00	P.M.
Feb. 23:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 Re-

deemer,	Sayre	6:00	P.M.
Feb. 27:	 Dive	 In:	 A	 Day	 Explor-

ing	 Baptism	 with	 the	 Rev.	 Canon	
Anne	 Kitch	 and	 the	 Rev.	 Hillary	
Raining,	 Good	 Shepherd,	 Scranton	
9:30	A.M.	to	3:30	P.M.	Cost	is	$10.	
Registration	is	now	open	at	www.di-
obeth.org.	Registration	online	closes	
February	22nd.

Feb. 28:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 St.	 Luke’s,	
Lebanon

Mar. 2:	 Clergy	 Bible	 Study	 6,	
Holy	Cross,	Wilkes-Barre	2:00	P.M.

Mar. 2:	 Archdeacon	 Visit,	 St.	
Mark’s,	New	Milford	6:00	P.M.

Mar. 4:	Clergy	Bible	Study	1,	Na-
tivity,	Bethlehem	2:00	P.M.

Mar. 7:	 Bishop	 Jack,	 St.	 Brigid’s,	
Nazareth

Mar. 7:	 Bishop	 Paul,	 Redeemer,	
Sayre

Mar. 9:	Clergy	Day
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Bishop Paul ordains three new deacons

Above right,Deacons Christine Sutton and Michelle White prepare the altar for Eucharist. Above, Deacon Brian Pavlac, 
Bishop Paul Marshall, Deacon Michelle White and Deacon Christine Sutton pose for proud family members. Left, Deacon 
Brian Pavlac serves Mr. Frank Conyngham during the Eucharist.

On	December	21st,	2009,	at	St.	Stephen’s	Pro-Cathedral,	Wilkes-Barre,	Bishop	Paul	ordained	
Brian	 Pavlac,	 Michelle	 White	 and	 Christine	 Sutton	 to	 the	 sacred	 order	 of	 deacons.	 The	 Rev.	
Christine	 Sutton,	 a	 member	 of	 Prince	 of	 Peace,	 Dallas,	 has	 been	 assigned	 to	 serve	 her	 intern-
ship	at	St.	Mark’s,	Moscow.	The		Rev.	Brian	Pavlac,	a	member	of	Grace	Church,	Kingston,	has	
been	assigned	to	serve	his	internship	at	St.	Stephen’s	Pro-Cathedral,	Wilkes-Barre.	The	Rev.	Mi-
chelle	White,	a	member	of	Good	Shepherd	&	St.	John	Evangelist,	Milford,	is	serving	at	All	Saints	
Church,	Hoboken,	NJ.

A church message with universal appeal

Maybe	it	was	the	brick	walls	and	mod-
est	 marble	 columns,	 or	 the	 wood	 floor	
crafted	from	thousands	of	slats	not	much	
bigger	than	Popsicle	sticks.

Maybe	 it	was	 the	half	dome	above	
the	 altar,	 sporting	 a	 semi-circle	 of	
petite	 stained	 glass	 windows	 backlit	
just	enough	to	give	a	glimmer	of	the	
detail	they	contained.	

Maybe	it	was	the	flamed	copper	“facade	
pipes”	of	the	organ	that	can	still	be	deemed	
recently	 restored.	 True,	 the	 refurbishing	
happened	seven	years	ago,	but	since	parts	
of	the	instrument	are	more	than	a	century	
old,	seven	years	sounds	recent.

Or	perhaps	 it	was	 the	open-armed	an-
gels	that	emerge	from	the	ornate	wooden	

trusses	 in	 the	
ceiling	 at	 St.	
Stephen’s	 Epis-
copal	 Church.	
With	 elbows	
gently	bent	and	
hands	 curved	
inward,	 the	
carved	 heaven-
ly	 hosts	 looked	
like	 they	 could	
be	 guiding	 the	
sound	 into	 just	
the	 right	 loca-
tion	 for	 listen-
ing	pleasure.

Someth ing	
made	 the	 acoustics	 sing	 during	 a	 spe-
cial	“Evensong”	last	week	that	marked	
what	was	believed	 to	be	 the	first	visit	
by	 the	 Episcopal	 Presiding	 Bishop	 in	
190	years.

I	 know	 choral	 church	 music	 isn’t	
everyone’s	 cup	 of	 tea	 –	 heck,	 it’s	 tor-
ture	for	some	--	but	when	done	right,	I	
find	it	spiritually	uplifting	in	a	way	few	
other	 human	 endeavors	 match.	 And,	
frankly,	 the	 Catholic	 churches	 I’ve	
been	 attending	 have	 shrunk	 so	 much	
they	 rarely	 have	 the	 people	 power	 to	
pull	off	a	full-throated	songfest.	That’s	
no	reflection	on	their	music	ministries;	
it’s	just	a	reality	of	our	time.

Presiding	 Bishop	 Katherine	 Jef-
ferts	 Schori	 didn’t	 have	 much	 to	 do	
other	than	sit	and	listen.	This	wasn’t	
a	Mass,	or	an	elaborate	ritual.	It	was	
mostly	a	concert	with	the	crowd	oc-
casionally	 joining	 in,	 punctuated	 by	
a	few	readings,	highlighted	by	Jefferts	
Schori’s	sermon.

She	 opened	
by	 rattling	 off	
some	 of	 the	 na-
tions	 the	 Episco-
pal	 Church	 calls	
home.	 “Greetings	
from	 our	 diocese	
in	 Colombia,	 The	
Dominican	 Re-
public,	Ecuador	…	
Austria,	 Belgium,	
France,	 Germany	
…	 and	 the	 other	
99	 Episcopal	 Dio-
ceses	in	the	U.S.”	

The	 last	 com-
ment	drew	chuck-

les	 during	 a	 pause,	 after	 which	 she	 added	
“They	pray	for	you;	I	would	ask	that	you	pray	
for	them.”

Jefferts	 Schori	 acknowledged	 short-
comings	 not	 only	 of	 her	 faith,	 but	 of	
religion	 in	 general.	 The	 number	 of	
Americans	 who	 are	 essentially	 not	
connected	to	any	church	keeps	climb-
ing	rapidly,	even	as	the	vast	majority	of	
us	claim	to	be	spiritual.	

She	 stressed	 that	 faith	 is	 a	 lifelong	
learning	 process.	 “We	 don’t	 learn	 what	
we	need	to	know	by	the	time	we	are	con-
firmed	at	the	age	of	12	or	13.”	

The	presiding	bishop	did	not	touch	
on	 any	 of	 the	 issues	 threatening	 to	
divide	 the	 Episcopal	 Church,	 such	
as	 appointing	 an	 openly	 gay	 bishop,	
allowing	 priests	 to	 bless	 same-sex	
unions,	 or	 the	 ordination	 of	 women	
as	priests	that,	while	not	new,	rankles	
traditionalists.	 Jefferts	 Schori	 is	 the	
first	 female	 presiding	 bishop	 in	 the	
220	years	the	position	has	existed.	

I	confess,	after	a	lifetime	of	male-on-
ly	sermons	in	Catholic	churches,	there	
was	 something	 refreshing	 about	 hear-
ing	a	woman’s	voice	at	the	podium,	but	
it	 may	 have	 simply	 been	 the	 novelty.	
It	was	the	universal	tidbits	in	her	mes-
sage	that	struck	me.

When	 she	 summed	 up	 the	 Episco-
palian	 mission	 in	 a	 single	 sentence,	 I	
thought	 the	 message	 transcended	 the	
moment.	Though	spoken	in	a	church,	it	
should	hold	true	in	any	setting;	a	worth-
while	goal	for	everyone:

“We	participate	in	trying	to	heal	this	
world.	That’s	what	we’re	here	for.”

By MArk GuydiSh

Open-armed angels

“We participate in trying to heal this world. That’s what we’re here for.”

Canon Mark Laubach, Minister of Music, plays 
the organ for the Presiding Bishop’s visit.
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