
Meet the Presiding Bishop in Bethlehem, Lebanon and Wilkes-Barre ... A6

Faces of faith at Diocesan Convention

INSIDE DIOCESAN LIFE
Bishop’s Address to Diocesan 
Convention [Bishop Paul A2-3]
Our convention is sometimes 
interrupted by business 
[Bill Lewellis A4-5]
Five priests ordained for 
Diocese of Bethlehem [A5]
$250 grant awarded to Grace 
Allentown and New Bethany 
Ministries Bethlehem to work 
together on a group home 
project in Allentown [A6]

Montrose and Kingston 
churches call rectors [A6]
Meet Presiding  Bishop Katharine 
Jefferts schori in Bethlehem, 
Lebanon and wilkes-Barre [A6]
The Reluctant Organist [A6]
Calendar/Prayer Cycle [A7]
On the fi rst day of Christmas 
... 12 Days of Christmas 
gifts for Kajo Keji [A8]

INSIDE EPISCOPAL LIFE
episcopal seminaries: enrollment 
and fi nancials [1] young Adult 

service Corps missionaries share 
their stories from the fi eld [1] The 
church takes precautions against 
the seasonal and H1N1 fl u viruses 
[3] Bishops advocate for health 
care reform in washington [3] To 
tithe or not to tithe [6] A new look 
at All saints Day [6] Removing 
the pews and worshiping in the 
round [12] An interview with author 
and priest Paul Gordon Chandler 
who grew up in west Africa and 
who has extensive experience 
working in the islamic world [16]

Vol. 20 No. 11, November 2009 ~ diobeth.org

    an edition 
of episcopal 

lifeBethlehem life
Meet the Presiding Bishop in Bethlehem, Lebanon and Wilkes-Barre ... A6

Vol. 20 No. 11, November 2009 ~ diobeth.org

    an edition 
of episcopal 

lifeBethlehem lifelifediocesan

 Photos above and on pages A2 to A5 by Kat Lehman and Barbara Loeffl er



 www.diobeth.org      Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org

A2     diocesanlife             November 2009

THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION
A freely chosen global fellowship of churches in 
communion with one another and with the See 
of Canterbury in England, some 80 million people 
in 44 self-governing churches in more than 160 
countries. www.anglicancommunion.org

Archbishop of Canterbury 
The Most Rev. Rowan Williams
Lambeth Palace
London, England SE1 7JU

Episcopal Seat: 
Canterbury Cathedral
www.archbishopofcanterbury.org

diocesanlife 
The Diocese of Bethlehem edition of Episcopal Life, the monthly 
newspaper of the Episcopal Church, USA. Copy deadline is the 
second Monday of the month. Opinions expressed do not necessar-
ily represent those of the Bishop or the Diocese of Bethlehem. Send 
articles and letters to the Editor.
Editor: Bill Lewellis blewellis@diobeth.org
Art Director: Jenifer Gamber
Episcopal Life ISSN 1050-0057 USPS#177-940 is publishedmonth-
ly by The Domestic & Foreign Missionary Society of the Episcopal 
Church, Inc., 815 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017. Periodical 
postage paid in NYC and additional mailing offi ces.
POSTMASTER: Send changes of address to Episcopal Life, PO 
Box 2050, Voorhees NJ 08043-8000. Send change of subscription 
address to  Episcopal Life Circulation Department, PO Box 2050, 
Voorhees NJ 08043-8000, elife@afl webprinting.com, 800/374-9510.

THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
One of 44 self-governing national churches 
within the worldwide Anglican Communion, 
2.4 million members in 7,679 coungregations in 
110 dioceses in the U.S. (95), Mexico and Central 
America. www.episcopalchurch.org

Presiding Bishop
The Most Rev. Katharine Jefferts Schori
Episcopal Church Center
815 Second Avenue • New York, NY 10017   
212-716-6000 • 800-334-7626

Episcopal Seat:
The Washington National Cathedral
www.episcopalchurch.org/pb

THE DIOCESE OF BETHLEHEM
The Episcopal Church in eastern and northeast-
ern PA, 66 congregations in 14 counties: Berks, 
Bradford, Carbon, Lackawanna  Lebanon, Lehigh, 
Luzerne, Monroe, Northampton, Pike, Schuylkill, 
Susquehanna, Wayne and Wyoming. 
www.diobeth.org
Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Paul V. Marshall bpoffi ce@diobeth.or
Assistant Bishop
The Rt. Rev. John P. Croneberger
Archdeacon
The Ven. Howard Stringfellow 
archdeacon@diobeth.org 
333 Wyandotte St. • Bethlehem, 18015
610-691-5655 • 800-358-5655

Al
w

ay
s 

an
d

Ev
er

yw
he

re It is 
right and 

a good and joyful 
thing always and 

everywhere to
give thanks.

Bishop’s address to Diocesan Convention

By BisHOP PAUL V. MARsHALL

It is good to be alive, and especially 
good to be alive among God’s people 
in the 14 counties of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem. 

This address will be a bit 
briefer than usual because 
we need to hear from a 
number of people today. 
Let me begin my 14th 
convention address to 
you by acknowledging 
and thanking Bishop Jack 
Croneberger and Archdeacon 
Howard Stringfellow. In addition 
to doing their own jobs, between them 
they performed the pastoral, liturgical, 
and administrative tasks of the diocesan 
bishop during the time I was recovering 
from heart surgery. Please thank them 
with me. As for me, I am not 100 per 
cent up to speed, and sleep a good bit, but 
I can put in a full day of work, although I 
have cut back on extra activities. I have 
been very deeply touched by the many 
hundreds of cards and dozens of gifts 
received during this time of sickness and 
recovery. I thank you with all my heart.

General Convention
Practically as soon as I was back to 

work, a group of us left for Anaheim, 
California, for the General Convention 
of the Episcopal Church. It was much 

like many conventions, as those 
of you who attended the post-

convention debriefi ngs know. 
Certainly its focus was on 
doing God’s mission. That 
message came through loud 
and clear.

A few people have spread 
the usual rumors about the 

convention denying the Trinity 
or denying the virgin birth, or 

adopting socialism, but you hardly 
need me to tell you that this did not 
happen nor was it even discussed. 

Convention did adopt provision for 
Full Communion with the Moravian 
Church. Their Northern and Southern 
Provinces will consider that proposal 
next summer. The Rev. Gary Harke will 
be our principal ecumenical guest today 
to help us understand what lies before us 
if this is adopted.

Misunderstood somewhat has been 
the Convention’s move into health 

insurance, which will cover all clergy 
and lay workers at lower cost to our 
congregations. It was adopted in 
principle, and we hope to see some 
practical plans next year. We are 
promised that specifi c provision will be 
made for dioceses such as ours, where 
considerable areas do not fall into 
conventional patterns.

What is particularly important about 
General Convention this year is that 
in one graceful resolution that our own 
Rick Cluett helped craft, the Episcopal 
Church reaffi rmed our love for and 
commitment to Anglicans throughout 
the world and at the same time made it 
clear that, just as they are who they are, 
we are who we are, and we have no plans 
to disenfranchise any of our members. 
Many of the foreign bishops who were 
present were, frankly, astonished to 
see an Anglican deliberative body 
that included priests and, even more 
astonished to see lay people with seat, 
voice, and vote. They came away from 
Anaheim deeply impressed—and deeply 
aware that the Anglican Communion 
is a body marked by profound diversity. 
We continue to have much to give the 
Communion.

Something that has been widely 
quoted from Convention is a slightly 
infl ammatory utterance in a sermon that 
it is a Western “heresy” to maintain that 
individuals must say and believe certain 

things to be saved. This was indeed 
said twice in my hearing, although the 
printed version only mentioned it once. 
I have to say that the use of the word 
“heresy” was incorrect –– there is a great 
ladder that an error must climb before it 
becomes a heresy, but one’s writing staff 
cannot always be expected to know that. 
What I think redeems the observation, 
at least in part, is the truth that after an 
individual accepts Christ he or she is 
grafted into a body that commands our 
loyalty and cooperation. The Church 
is steward of word and sacraments, 
guarding and maintaining their shape 
and content for generations to come, 
and it is to the Church that we look to 
understand how the mysteries are spelled 
out today. In other words, none of us is 
free to make up our own baptismal rites 
or reformulate the basic teachings of the 
church.

At convention we saw that the 
national budget has gone both down 
and up. Because they anticipate that 
dioceses will need to focus on their own 
work and have somewhat less money to 
contribute to national efforts, the budget 
has generally been cut incrementally 
over the next three years, although it 
was raised with $4 million extra for legal 
fees arising out of disputes over church 
property. These national budget cuts 
create a trickle-down defi cit for dioceses. 

Continued on page a3

What Bethlehem has done is certainly a model for the entire church for the global mission 
potential of a capital campaign. But it’s so much more than that ... If you’re looking for a 
diocese that really gets that living the Gospel means boldly stepping out in faith, you’ve got 
to take a look at the Diocese of Bethlehem. [Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation]



The services cut at the national level 
still must be performed locally. The head 
of the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society -- to which we all belong -- said 
that spreading the gospel is the job of the 
dioceses, and closed the eleven-month 
old evangelism office, for one example. 
For another: anti-racism training is still 
mandated in each diocese every five 
years, and we are due next year, but now 
there are no trainers provided for us. So 
while we understand and congratulate 
the national church on balancing their 
budget we know that we shall have to do 
slightly more work on relatively slender 
resources, as the budget hearing this 
afternoon will make clear. We are not in 
trouble, but some economies have had to 
be made, pennies pinched and personnel 
stretched.

Turning to the Home Front
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent 

last year, Andrew Reinholz and I drove 
through a blizzard in the mountains to 
get to the Church of the Good Shepherd 
in Scranton. We could have filmed one 
heck of an SUV commercial, but we 
made the trip because I had promised 
Good Shepherd an answer, and wanted 
to be there to tell them the New Hope 
Campaign for Northeast Pennsylvania 
had awarded them a very major grant 
to convert their unused space into a 
shelter. There is also a certain dark 
pleasure when the bishop can get to the 
church but the priest is snowed in. Now 
Good Shepherd has a wonderful display 
of before-and-after pictures for you to 
see and Charlie Barebo and Fr. Gunn 
will have more to say about New Hope 
working in the diocese, but I wanted 
this one opportunity to thank all of you 
who have made this visionary ministry 
possible at home and abroad, and invite 
the rest of you to join in the ministry of 
New Hope.

We have had an effect on the national 
church. The national group, Episcopalians 
for Global Reconciliation, said: “What 
Bethlehem has done is certainly a model 
for the entire church for the global 
mission potential of a capital campaign. 
But it’s so much more than that. It’s a 
testament to the amazing things we can 
do when we step beyond the bounds 
of what conventional wisdom says is 
possible or advisable and trust a God 
who calls us to dream dreams bigger 
than even our own imagination. The 
leap of faith the people of Bethlehem 
have taken should inspire us all –- 
individuals, congregations, dioceses, our 
entire church –- to look for where God 
is calling us to make similar leaps of faith 
and compassion in our own lives … This 
Advent, look to Bethlehem! If you’re 
looking for a diocese that really gets that 
living the Gospel means boldly stepping 
out in faith, you’ve got to take a look at 
the Diocese of Bethlehem.”

We can all be grateful to have that 

kind of influence and to have gotten 
that message across. You are a model for 
the Church.

Other Hopeful Signs
You know, churches do turn corners 

to new life. Some years ago we saw that 
at St. Mark’s in Milford, in the last year 
or so we have seen it at St. Andrew’s 
in Allentown. St. Paul’s, Montrose, 
has become of powerhouse of outreach 
ministry with its area partners. Last 
Sunday at Trinity, Athens, a very small 
congregation, they reported how their 
monthly outreach ministry has built 
their spirits, coincidentally finding 
them in the best financial shape they’d 
been in for a long time. With just these 
few examples I say what I always say: 
where there is heart-felt commitment to 
mission and ministry, not as a gimmick 
but as discipleship of Christ, parishes 
thrive.

Now that the cultural props that have 
supported churches for 1500 years are 
gone, and now that our ancestors’ money 
is no longer enough to run our churches, 
we have an opportunity such as we have 
not had for generations to recapture 
the mission, to recapture the identity, 
to recapture the joy of functioning as 
mission outposts for the gospel of Christ.

That determined joy was witnessed this 
winter when the churches of Bethlehem 
and Allentown took on the frigid 
weather and the less-than-enthusiastic 
support of the government to save 
homeless people from death. The beauty 
is that, in addition to saving bodies, 
leaders of these churches touched the 
hearts of more than one elected official, 
with ongoing results.

 All of that said, there have been some 
terrible blows struck by the economy 
and by demographics to some churches, 
and other parishes have gone too long 
without revealing their need or asking 
for help. The Standing Committee and I 
are nonetheless determined that we will 
work with troubled parishes where there 
is the will to go forward with ministry 
that is even a faint possibility.

The problem with help from the 
outside is that it can look and feel 
imposed. Therefore, to help less 
endangered parishes reclaim their 
vitality I have been meeting with the 
congregational development committee 
in order to reorganize their activities. 
They will essentially be broken down 
into three groups. One you know. It 
makes grants to parishes in support 
of ministry; requirements remain the 
same: assessments must be paid up and 
a realistic plan for specific ministry must 
be in place.

What will be new are two other 
subcommittees. One will focus on 
parishes north of Route 80 and one will 
focus on parishes to the south. Each of 
these committees will be led by a Dean 
or Canon and have the responsibility 
of insuring that all the programmatic 

The generation of “Seekers” is looking for 
God, community, and mystery, but not par-
ticularly a denominational label. We have to 
market our identity in a way that says when 
you see this label you have a shot at find-
ing God, community, and mystery. It isn’t 
enough to say you’re welcome. You have to 
say you’ll find God here.

resources of the diocese are brought into 
play wherever they are needed. It is very 
important to me that parishes in similar 
situations talk with each other and as far 
as possible, work together. The Standing 
Committee has studied in detail the 
statistics on every parish in the diocese, 
and will be turning that data over to 
the new Congregational Development 
Committee later this month.

The Tools
The resources of this diocese are 

incredible for any diocese, especially so 
for one so small in numbers. In a year’s 
time there are eight diocesan youth 
events, including two mission trips. We 
are preparing new programs for the 18-
25 age group. We have three people from 
the diocese on the faculty of Episcopal 
Seminaries. As we live into General 
Convention’s new Charter for Lifelong 
Christian Formation, more spiritual 
resources will emerge.

Our stewardship and evangelism 
programs are second to none, and our 
development office has been restored. 
I mention these three topics together 
because when one aspect is taken 
seriously they all seem to come into play.

Research tells us that in our diocese, 
parishes with a year-round stewardship 
program have an average pledge that is 
75.6% higher than those without one, 
and their average giving is 69% higher 
as well. Please allow us to help you.

Incidentally, the Stewardship 
Commission reports that one of the 
causes of poor giving habits is personal 
debt, and they are preparing resources 
to help people face that challenge to 
discipleship in the coming year.

Futures
The generation of “Seekers” is look-

ing for God, community, and mystery, 
but not particularly a denominational 
label. We have to market our identity in 
a way that says when you see this label 
you have a shot at finding God, commu-
nity, and mystery. It isn’t enough to say 
you’re welcome. You have to say you’ll 
find God here.

We are grateful to have an example of 
just this kind of communication in the 
spots our northern parishes have been 
running on TV and in print media. This 
convention will invite the south to join 
in this successful program. I hope you 
will give this serious discussion in the 
hearings.

You will notice that a resolution re-
garding another Share the Bread festival 
has been withdrawn. The good news is 
that the Evangelism Commission has 
already been charged with moving us 
toward another festival in 2010. Please 
stay tuned for further news, and please 
be prepared to help and celebrate.

We will be the recipients of a visit by 
the Presiding Bishop in November. You 
will have the opportunity to hear her 
speak and to bring forward your ques-
tions and comments on the evening of 
November 9th at Nativity, 10th at St. 
Luke’s in Lebanon, or the 11th here at 
St. Stephen’s. Please plan to be present 
and bring your friends. All events start at 
six o’clock with evensong at which the 
Presiding Bishop will preach.

Finally, a word needs to be said about 
the economic times in which we live. I 
have shared with you the anxiety at the 
national church level and some of you 
have shared with me your own anxiety 
at the parochial level as it takes time for 
the economy to level off. I believe that 
times of distress are times of great op-
portunity to assist others. Having lived 
with you through one recession already 
and having some idea of modern history, 
I want to say something fairly simple. Je-
sus’ call to us to is to follow him, regard-
less of the circumstances. I believe with 
all my heart that as we endeavor to fol-
low his call calmly and devotedly, he will 
see us through. The path of self-empty-
ing service continues to be the one he 
lays before us. It is the one I believe he 
will all continue to bless. It is the one 
I believe leads us to joy, and I am sure 
that we will continue to work together 
to serve the world in Christ’s name, joy-
fully, confidently, and expecting God to 
use our efforts. Thank you.

The resources of this diocese are incredible for any diocese, especially so for one so small in 
numbers. In a year’s time there are eight diocesan youth events, including two mission trips. We 
are preparing new programs for the 18-25 age group. We have three people from the diocese on the 
faculty of Episcopal Seminaries. As we live into General Convention’s new Charter for Lifelong 
Christian Formation, more spiritual resources will emerge. Our stewardship and evangelism 
programs are second to none, and our development office has been restored. 
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sylvania Synod of the Evangelical Lu-
theran Church of America. He has been 
pastor of St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Dallas ince 1997 and is dean 
of the Mission District thatincludes the 
ELCA churches of Bradford, Lackawan-
na, Northern Luzerne, Sullivan, Susque-
hanna, and Wyoming Counties.

The Rev. Gary Harke, a pastor in the 
Moravian Church of America, Northern 
Province, and Executive Director of the 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches, who 
serves also on the Moravian-Episcopal 
Dialogue that produced the full commu-
nion proposal, Finding Our Delight in the 
Lord, brought greetings both from the 
Moravian Church and the Council of 
Churches. His address may be found at 
www.diobeth.typepad.org.

The Rev. Philip A. Altavilla brought 
greetings from the RC Diocese of Scran-
ton. He is the Episcopal Vicar of the Pas-
toral Region that takes in all of Lacka-
wanna County and parts of Wayne and 
Susquehanna counties.

The Rev. Martin L. Cox, Jr., pastor 
of Hawley United Methodist Church 
since 1981, delivered greetings from the 
United Methodists. He is the bishop’s 
representative for ecumenical affairs in 
the Wyoming Annual Conference that 
includes the Scranton/Wilkes-Barre area 
in Pennsylvania, and the Binghamton 
and Oneonta areas in New York.

New Hope
Though the original goal of the New 

Hope Campaign had been set two years 
ago at $3.6 million, of which 75% would 
help the destitute in Sudan and 25% 
would provide grants to enable parishes 
in our diocese to expand projects and de-
velop new initiative to serve the needy 
in northeastern Pennsylvania, Cam-
paign chair Charlie Barebo announced 
that the Campaign has received $3.9 
million in pledges – $200,000 short 
of our stretch goal of $4.1 million – of 
which $2.4 million has been collected 
and $850,000 dispersed.

Elections
Delegates elected the following people 

to diocesan offices, commissions, and 
committees.
Secretary: The Rev. Canon George Loef-
fler, Chaplain to the Bishop, diocesan 
deacon
Treasurer: W. Richard Guyer, Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
Assistant Treasurer: R. Bruce Reiner, 
Trinity Church, Bethlehem
Chancellor: Ty Welles, Esq., St. Peter’s 
Church, Tunkhannock
Registrar: Ely Valentin, Diocesan Staff

Commission on Ministry (Three-year terms) 
The Rev. Elizabeth Haynes, Christ 
Church, Stroudsburg; The Rev. Nancy 
M. Packard, St. Mary’s Church, Reading;
Dale Jeanne Williams-Durkin, Good 
Shepherd Church, Scranton; Robin 
Yedlock, Grace Church, Kingston

Diocesan Council (Three-year terms) 
The Rev. Jane Arrington Bender, All 
Saints Church, Lehighton; The Rev. 
Canon Ginny Rex Day, retired; The 
Rev. Peter D’Angio, St. Luke’s Church, 
Scranton; Thomas Jamieson and Ste-
phen Meck, St. Clement/St. Peter’s 
Church, Scranton;  Margaretta Niles, 
Grace Church, Honesdale

Incorporated Trustees (Three-year terms) 
The Very Rev. Anthony R. Pompa, Cathe-
dral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
R. Bruce Reiner, Trinity Church, Bethlehem

Standing Committee (Five-year terms) 
The Rev. Canon Calvin C. Adams, St. 
Gabriel’s Church, Douglassville; Edwin 
Schatkowski, Trinity Church, Bethlehem

Resolution on the    
Diocesan Community Budget

Delegates unanimously adopted a 
2010 Mission and Ministry Budget of 
$1,718,555 for the diocesan community 
(a decrease of nearly $20,000 from the 
2009 budget) and resolved that the as-
sessment rate applied to line A, Normal 
Operating Income (NOI), of the 2008 
Parochial Report be 12%. 

Funds enabling the ministry of the di-
ocesan community come primarily from 
the people and parishes of the diocese, 
a blend of assessments (12%) and ac-
ceptances (3% – a pledge), both at rates 
identical to the current rate. Both repre-
sent the financial commitment of con-
gregations to the mission and ministry of 
the diocesan community and to ministry 
beyond the diocese and around the world.

Other income comes from trusts and 
interest-bearing accounts. Some trust in-
come is designated for specific purposes: 
Leonard Hall income is at the Bishop’s 
discretion. The Camp Sterrett Fund 
supports Youth Ministry. The Bishop 
Warnecke Trust and the Wilgus Trust, 
funds health insurance for widows and 
widowers of clergy. The Kingman Fund 
supports Diocesan House maintenance. 
The Expansion Fund supports Congrega-
tional Development. Additional income 
is derived from administration fees for 
some trust funds. The Talbot Hall fund 
is designated for the Canon for Forma-
tion of the Christian Faith’s salary and 
benefits.

A4 diocesanlife             November 2009
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Bishop: Our convention is sometimes interrupted by business

An aside from the chair, Bishop Paul Marshall: “Our convention is sometimes interrupted by business.” 
The greater part of the two-day family gathering is spent in prayer, worship, mission and ministry discus-
sion, dining together and catching up with friends around the diocesan community.  Left to right: Deacon 
George Loeffler, Bishop Paul, Charles “Ty” Welles and Bishop Jack Croneberger.

By BiLL LeweLLis

“It is good to be alive,” said Diocese 
of Bethlehem Bishop Paul V. Marshall 
at the beginning of his address to par-
ticipants at the 137th Convention of the 
Episcopal diocese, October 9-10, at St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. 
It was a veiled reference to his open-
heart surgery earlier this year. “And es-
pecially good to be alive among God’s 
people in the 14 counties of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem.” 

Speaking to some 300 clergy, lay del-
egates and visitors from congregations in 
eastern and northeastern Pennsylvania 
attending the Diocese’s annual family 
gathering, he said the New Hope Cam-
paign, begun two years ago, has had “an 
effect on the national church.”

He quoted a paragraph from the news-
letter of the national group, Episcopalians 
for Global Reconciliation: “What Bethle-
hem has done is certainly a model for 
the entire church for the global mission 
potential of a capital campaign. 

“But it’s so much more than that. It’s a 
testament to the amazing things we can 
do when we step beyond the bounds of 
what conventional wisdom says is pos-
sible or advisable and trust a God who 
calls us to dream dreams bigger than 
even our own imagination. 

“The leap of faith the people of Beth-
lehem have taken should inspire us all 
–- individuals, congregations, dioceses, 
our entire church –- to look for where 
God is calling us to make similar leaps 
of faith and compassion in our own lives 
… Look to Bethlehem! If you’re looking 
for a diocese that really gets that living 

the Gospel means boldly stepping out 
in faith, you’ve got to take a look at the 
Diocese of Bethlehem.”

Convention participants worshiped 
together, heard Bishop Paul’s address 
and sermon, heard from representatives 
of four Christian faith traditions, con-
sidered and voted on several resolutions, 
set the 2010 agenda for diocesan com-
munity mission and ministry, celebrated 
the success of the New Hope campaign 
for a New Sudan and the poor among 
us, received reports from committees, 
commissions and diocesan staff, renewed 
friendships and celebrated their com-
mon ministry and membership in the 
diocesan community.

The greater part of the two-day fam-
ily gathering is spent in prayer, worship, 
mission and ministry discussion, dining 
together and catching up with friends 
around the diocesan community. “Our 
convention is sometimes interrupted by 
business,” Bishop Paul quipped from the 
chair.

The offering received during the Con-
vention Eucharist was given to Project 
REACH at St. Stephen’s and the New 
Hope Campaign.

Ecumenical greetings
The Rev. Maria Tjeltveit, our dioc-

esan Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer, 
introduced representatives of the Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church, the Moravian 
Church in America, the Roman Catho-
lic Church and the United Methodist 
Church.

The Rev. Charles H. Grube delivered 
greetings from the Northeastern Penn-

Cathy Bailey, diocesan 
UTO coordinator, presents 
New Hope Campaign 
chair Charlie Barebo with 
a national United Thank 
Offering grant of $48,361 
to the New Hope Campaign 
to build a new wing of four 
classrooms at the Ga-
deru Primary School in our 
Southern Sudan companion 
Diocese of Kajo Keji.

Continued on page a5



Five priests ordained for Diocese of Bethlehem

Resolution on the    
Clergy Salary Schedule

Delegates unanimously adopted a cler-
gy salary schedule for 2010 with no cost 
of living increase over the 2009 sched-
ule. The same applies to lay employees. 
The clergy salary schedule for small par-
ishes (1-99 parishioners): $29,100 to 
$34,900. For medium-size parishes (100-
250): $32,200 to $46,800. For large par-
ishes (250-399): $38,500 to $59,300). 
For extra large parishes (400-above): 
$52,000 to $84,200. Also adopted unan-
imously was a clergy supply compensa-
tion schedule ($125 for one Sunday or 
Saturday service, $150 for two Sunday 
services, $75 for a mid-week service), in-
cluding that supply clergy be reimbursed 
for travel at the current IRS rate. 

Resolution from    
the Evangelism Commission

Delegates unanimously adopted the 
following resolution: Be it Resolved, 
in order that we may become increas-
ingly effective communicators of  the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to the people of 
Northeast Pennsylvania, the Diocese of 
Bethlehem resolves to (1) be united in 
prayer throughout the year for expansion 
and enrichment of evangelism through-
out the Diocese of Bethlehem, and (2) 
seek ways to facilitate evangelism using 
models such as “Unbinding the Gospel” 
recommended by the Evangelism Com-
mission.

Resolution to establish    
Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday

Delegates unanimously adopted the 
following resolution: “Be it Resolved, 
that the Diocese of Bethlehem dedicate 
the fourth Sunday in Lent, or another 
Sunday in Lent established by the Bishop, as 
Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday 
and that parishes and individuals be en-
couraged to support Episcopal Relief & 
Development’s life-saving work through 
prayer and a special offering that will heal 
a hurting world.”

The Episcopal Church’s ongoing com-
mitment to fight poverty and disease 
around the world is lived out in a variety 
of ways. Advocacy with our government 
for the achievement of the Millennium 
Development Goals is one vital way. An-
other is through the ministry of Episco-
pal Relief & Development, which, as the 
relief and development arm of the Epis-
copal Church, works globally to allevi-

Bishop Paul Marshall ordained five deacons to the order of priesthood on September 29, the Feast of Michael and All Angels, at the Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem. (Left to right) Bishop Jack Croneberger, the Rev. James Douglas Moyer, the Rev. John Hartman, the Rev. Christina Nord, Bishop Paul, 
the Rev. Wayne Calvin Sherrer and the Rev. Timothy Scott Albright. Father Frank St. Amour, rector of St. Stephen’s Whitehall, preached. “In recent years,” 
he said, “it has become popular to talk about prophetic ministry as a model for the clergy to embrace and develop, tonight I’d like to suggest angelic ministry as 
another model and do so by examining the roles of three of the traditional angels, Gabriel, Raphael, and Michael. ... Proclaiming Christ’s Incarnation to the 
world is a big part of what you have been called to do. People need to know what Incarnation means beyond a word they sing at Christmas. It is about enflesh-
ing the Word in all they say and do. It is about bringing the reality of the sacred into everyday life. Be prepared, though, for a surprise. Like every Christian you 
are called to model Christ in your lives, but like it or not, the people among whom you live and work will expect you to do a better job than they.”

ate hunger, fight disease, and strengthen 
communities.

This summer at the 76th General Con-
vention, both the House of Bishops and 
House of Deputies passed resolution 
A178: “Establish the first Sunday of Lent 
as Episcopal Relief & Development Sun-
day.”  The Diocesan World Mission Com-
mittee has amended A178 to give the 
bishop flexibility in appointing a Lenten 
Sunday within the Diocese of Bethlehem.

Resolution on the Reporting of the 
Diocesan Deputation to the General 
Convention

Delegates unanimously adopted the 
following resolution: “Be it Resolved, 
that the Deputation of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem to the General Convention 
of the Episcopal Church educate the dio-
cese about the process and content of the 
General Convention in a timely manner 
prior to the meeting of General Conven-
tion and communicate to the Diocese the 
actions taken and the positions established 
by the General Convention following its 
meeting through various media.”

Amendment of Canon XXIX – 
Parishes at Risk

Section 1 – If the conditions set forth 
in Section 2, CANON XXVIII (“Parishes 
Under Review”) shall persist for more 
than one year, or if conditions warrant im-
mediate action, the Bishop, with the con-
sent of the Standing Committee and the 
Diocesan Council, may declare the Parish 
to be a Parish at risk, and may require the 
application of one or more of the follow-
ing measures to restore health to the Par-
ish: (1) Appointment, by the Bishop, of 
five (5) or more three (3) to five (5) per-
sons, some or all of whom may be adult 
communicants of the Parish to govern the 
affairs of the Parish as the Vestry, replac-
ing the current vestry, not withstanding 
any other provisions for such governance 
or the election of a Vestry in the Canon 
of this Diocese: (1) Designation of the 
Rector as Vicar; (2) Conveyance of title of 
all property to the Incorporated Trustees 
of the Diocese, who shall hold the same 
while these conditions exist; (3) Such oth-
er measures which the Bishop, with the 
concurrence of the Standing Committee, 
determines to be appropriate. 

Explanation:  Recent experience has 
shown that a number of the parishes that 
are subject to “at risk” designation are 
either very small or for other reasons do 
not have candidates for lay leadership, so 
it can be difficult to find enough people 
who can work together within the parish.  
The selection of a leadership group may 
require a greater pool of candidates than 
may be available within the parish.

[Expanded news and features, color 
photos, videos and powerpoint presen-
tations related to Diocesan Convention 
are accessible at the diocesan website, 
www.diobeth.org, and the newSpin 
blog, www.diobeth.typepad.com]

Diocese of Bethlehem 
Assistant Bishop Jack 
Croneberger preached 
at the Saturday Eu-
charist. He said that 
Christian discipleship 
requires familiar-
ity with the Bible 
(God has spoken to 
God’s people, and 
his words are words 
of wisdom) and the 
daily newspaper and 
the internet where we 
will find a litany of 
concerns. We need 
also to prune so that 
something more may 
grow and we need to 
abide in Christ, for 
apart from the vine 
we can do nothing.

Canon Jane Teter Canon Anne Kitch
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“Teacher, what is the greatest good, 
and the what is the key to the kingdom?”

“Behold, I tell you, the service music 
and hymns are the keys.”

 As a church musician, even now as a 
priest with limited organist responsibilities, I 
still fall into the habit of practicing the pre-
lude and postlude fi rst and foremost -- and for 
weeks on end. While I put off the hymns and 
service music until the last minutes.

 Music schools and conservatories don’t 
help. They lead with performance of recital 
music. If you can play a Bach Prelude and 
Fugue, surely you can play a hymn, you’ve 
played them all before, haven’t you? And 
no one in the congregation sings, anyway.

 That’s the point. Our job is to excite 
the praises of the people.

 It is the hymns, at the base level, and 
the service music, particularly, which 
most affect the congregation and their 
musical expression in God’s praise 
and prayers. The worship accompanist 
moves, motivates and inspires the sing-
ing of the Church’s praise.

The Reluctant Organist 
and The Leadership Program for Musicians
By FATHeR eD eRB

 Strong voicing on the organ, piano, 
or guitar, and the leadership of the 
choir are crucial to meaningful singing of 
God’s people in the pew. Creative varia-
tion bringing out unfamiliar melodies, 
interesting inner lines, even varied 
accompaniments of well-worn hymns, 
can inspire the heart-felt expression of 
praise and prayer.

 Start your week off with reading -- 
praying -- the words of the hymns.  Each 
stanza has it’s own poetry. Refl ect on how 
those words move you towards an aware-
ness of God, and experiment with how 
that spirit can be expressed in your playing. 

Share your inspiration with the choir 
and direct them in leading God’s peo-
ple to the praise and honor of our God.
The Rev. Edward K. Erb, edwardkerb@aol.
com, the Rev. Hillary Raining, hillary.rain-
ing@gmail.com, and Canon Mark Laubach 
mlaubach118@gmail.com are members of 
the committee working on the Leadership 
Program for Musicians for the Diocese of 
Bethlehem.
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$250,000 grant awarded to Grace Allentown and 
New Bethany Ministries Bethlehem to work 
together on group home project in Allentown

Montrose and Kingston churches call rectors
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Meet Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori 
in Bethlehem, Lebanon and Wilkes-Barre

Monday, November 9 
6:00 pm – Evensong, Sermon by the Presiding Bishop, 

followed by a reception and and an open forum 
Cathedral, Bethlehem

  
Tuesday, November 10

8:30 am – Visit local ministries
6:00 pm – Evensong, Sermon by the Presiding Bishop, 

followed by a reception and and an open forum 
St. Luke’s, Lebanon

Wednesday, November 11
9:30 am – Visit with Moravians in Bethlehem

6:00 pm – Evensong, Sermon by the Presiding Bishop, 
followed by a reception and and an open forum 

St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre

Thursday, November 12
8:30 am – Clergy Day, Good Shepherd Scranton

“When I make diocesan visitations, I often remind people that the 
word “conversation” has its origins fi rst in Latin and then in Middle 
English, where it means “to spend time with.” It’s much more about 
being with, rather than using words. It has the connotation of being 
in community, coming to know others in the intimate way that only is 
possible in proximity, sharing food, business dealings, likes and dislikes, 
even prayer and Eucharist. It is an art and style of being that often is 
wanting in the culture around us.

“The health-care debates that have roiled the nation in the last 
month or so are a good example: highly uncivilized interactions with 
people yelling at each other; using unkind and derogative epithets for 
those who appear to disagree; imputing misleading, erroneous and even 
evil motivations; instilling fear; and generally stirring people up just to 
evoke a reaction. We have a better way -- in the deeper kind of con-
versation that comes of seeing the image of God in our neighbors, even 
and especially when we disagree with them.”

Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori

Grace Episcopal Church, Allentown, 
and New Bethany Ministries of Bethle-
hem received a Federal Home Loan Bank 
grant of $250,000 for a project they have 
undertaken together –– the renovation 
of a vacant building in Allentown that 
will be used as a group home for chroni-
cally homeless individuals. The grant 
was awarded on October 16.

For more than a year in a joint ven-
ture with New Bethany Ministries, 
Grace Church has been actively pursu-
ing funding to create and operate a small 
group home for six chronically homeless 
residents, so that these individuals will 
have permanent housing and access to 
mental health services and case manage-
ment services to be provided by Lehigh 
County Conference of Churches. They 
will also have access to legal aid, food 
pantry services, GED training, and em-
ployment counseling offered by outreach 
ministries operating in Grace Church.

In this partnership between the 
church, New Bethany Ministries of 
Bethlehem, and Lehigh County Con-
ference of Churches, Grace Church re-
ceived a special exception from the Al-
lentown Zoning Authority to operate a 
small group home in the building they 
intend to use. The building is adjacent 
to the church and was previously the 
headquarters building of the church’s 
AIDS Outreach ministry, which was 
forced to close its doors a few years ago 
when federal funding for AIDS sup-
port services was severely cut back.
This building must be entirely renovated 
for use as a group home, and New Beth-
any Ministries has worked hard to help 
secure funding for the renovation. New 
Bethany Ministries will purchase the 
building from Grace Church, which will 
donate to the project half the value of 
the property, appraised at $126,500. 

New Bethany Ministries will be re-
sponsible for overseeing the renovation 
and then operating the group home with 
the help of a grant from Lehigh County 
Conference of Churches. Although New 
Bethany will have legal responsibility for 
the ongoing operation of the group home, 
it will be, in fact, a joint venture of Grace 
Church and New Bethany Ministries. 

The people of Grace and staff and volun-
teers from the Grace Community Founda-
tion Food Pantry, Weed and Seed Employ-
ment Counselor’s offi ce, legal aid services, 
and the GED program, all working out of 
the church, will have close contact with 
and establish ongoing relationships with 
the residents of the group home. 

New Bethany president Robert 
Wilkins, Grace Church rector Father 
Patrick Malloy, the church’s senior war-
den Elizabeth House who has been ac-
tive in seeking funding for the project, 
and the Rev. Robert House, a retired 
Presbyterian minister who serves as par-
ish administrator at Grace Church and 
oversees the ministries that will relate 
with the group home residents expressed 
the hope that, through these efforts, in-
dividuals who have lived without hope 
of a permanent home or secure future 
may be able to attain a signifi cant level 
of self-respect and independence.

The partners have already secured 
building plans and cost estimates and 
look forward to being able to begin con-
struction on the project by the end of 
this year or early in 2010.

The total cost for the renovation is 
$450,000. In addition to the $250,000 
awarded by the Federal Home Loan 
Bank, the project has received grant 
commitments from other sources in the 
amount of approximately $110,000 and 
has made applications for the balance of 
the needed funding.  

Father John Hartman presided at his 
fi rst Mass at Grace Kingston on Oct. 
4. He was ordained a priest on Sept. 
29 by Bishop Paul. He received a Mas-
ter of Divinity degree from Seabury-
Western Theological Seminary, Evan-
ston, Ill., and was ordained a deacon in 
June 2008 in the Diocese of New Jer-
sey. Hartman served as the director of 
church relations for Seamen’s Church 
Institute in New York City, and as dea-
con at St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church, 
New Providence, N.J.

Father Paul Walker begins his new min-
istry at St. Paul’s Montrose on Nov. 1. He 
had as vicar for Christ Church, Belleville 
NJ.  A native of Scranton, he received 
his MS degree from Marywood College in 
Systematic Theology and Christian Edu-
cation. He also has a MDiv from Bexley 
Hall. He was ordained as a deacon at the 
Church of the Nativity Cathedral, Bethle-
hem, 1986 and a priest in 1987.  During his 
time at Christ Church, the parish emerged 
as a center for support and enrichment in 
the community.  
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Nov. 1: Daylight Savings Time ends
Nov. 1: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
Nov. 1: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. John’s Ashland
Nov. 1: Durufl e Requiem, sung by the 

choirs of St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre and 
Nativity Bethlehem, 5 p.m., at St. Ste-
phen’s Pro-Cathedral

Nov. 3: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 5: Clergy Bible Study I, Ca-
thedral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 8: Durufl e Requiem, sung by 
the choirs of St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre 
and Nativity Bethlehem, 4 p.m., at 
Nativity Cathedral

Nov. 9-12: Visit of Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori to the Dio-
cese of Bethlehem (See page A6.)

Nov. 12: Clergy Day with Presid-
ing Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori at 
Good Shepherd Scranton

Nov. 12: Kristallnacht, the Night 
of Broken Glass, at Christ Church, 
Reading, 6:30 p.m., observing the 
night of 11/9/38 when mobs of Nazi 
storm troopers began their assault on 
the Jews of Germany and Austria. Ev-
eryone is welcome.

Nov. 13-15: Happening 19 at Kirby 
House, Mountaintop

Nov. 15: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. James/St. George Jermyn

Nov. 15: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Peter’s Hazleton

Nov. 15: Rev. Edward K. Erb in con-
cert at Trinity Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 17: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Nov. 17: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
George’s Hellertown, 6:00 p.m.

Nov. 19: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 19: Diocesan Council, 
Grace Kingston, 6:30 p.m.

Nov. 19-21: Inviting Silence Re-
treat, St. Francis Center for Re-
newal, Bethlehem 

Nov. 20: Incorporated Trustees, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 10:00 a.m.

Nov. 24: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Nov. 24: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Andrew’s Allentown, 6:00 p.m.

Nov. 26: Thanksgiving – Diocesan 
House closed Thursday and Friday

Dec. 1: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 1: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Luke’s Lebanon, 6:00 p.m.

Dec. 3: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathe-
dral Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 6: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Andrew’s Allentown

Dec. 6: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. George’s Hellertown

Dec. 6: Advent Lessons and Carols, 
Trinity Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 8: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 
Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 10: Clergy Bible Study II, 
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 13: Handel’s Messiah at Ca-
thedral, Bethlehem, 4:00 p.m. Choir 
and Choral Society, soloists and 
chamber orchestra Donation $10.

Dec. 15: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.

Dec. 15: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Thomas Morgantown, 6:00 p.m.

Dec. 20: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Luke’s Lebanon

Dec. 20: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Thomas Morgantown

Dec. 21: Ordination of Deacons, 
Cathedral Bethlehem

Dec. 22: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 22: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
John’s Palmerton, 6:00 p.m.
2010

Jan. 17: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. John’s Palmerton

Jan. 17: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Trinity & St. Philips’s Lansford

Jan. 18: Martin Luther King Day – 
Diocesan House closed

Jan. 19: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Mary’s Reading, 6:00 p.m.

Jan. 24: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Anne’s Trexlertown

Jan. 24: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Mary’s Reading

Jan. 29-30: Bishop’s Day with Youth, 
St. John the Divine NYC

Feb. 2: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 
Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.

Feb. 4: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 
Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.

Feb. 5: Hug an Episcopalian Day
Feb. 9: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 11: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Peter’s Tunkhannock
Feb. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Trinity West Pittston
Feb. 16: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
Feb. 17: Ash Wednesday
Feb. 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Clement’s/St. Peter’s Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 21: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
Feb. 23: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
Feb. 23: Archdeacon’s visit to Redeemer 

Sayre, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 2: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 

Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Mark’s New Milford, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 4: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Redeemer Sayre

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
Nov. 1: The clergy and people of all 
the parishes of our diocesan commu-
nity who looked “for the resurrection 
of the dead” and preceded us into “the 
life of the world to come.”

Nov. 8: The clergy, people, mission and 
ministies of our Episcopal Church and 
the faithful servant leadership of our 
Presiding Bishop, Katherine Jefferts-
Schori. 

Nov. 15: Episcopal Housing for the 
Elderly of Allentown, Reading and the 
Slate Belt.

Nov. 22: Trinity Church, Pottsville, 
The Rev. James Rinehart, rector, www.
trinityepiscopalpottsvillepa.com

Nov. 29: Trinity Church, West Pittston, 
The Rev. John Major, rector, www.trini-
tyepiscopalchurchwestpittston.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
Nov. 1: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Ughelli in Nigeria

Nov. 8: The clergy and people of the Dio-
cese of  Uyo in Nigeria

Nov. 15: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Virginia

Nov. 22: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Wau (Sudan)

Nov. 29: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of West Texas

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
Nov. 1: Leikor Archdeaconry
The Ven. Eliya Busi Andrewson

Nov. 8: Liwolo Archdeaconry   
The Ven. Abednego Duku Wodogo

Nov. 15: Loggu Archdeaconry  
The Ven. James Dima Bojoi

Nov. 22: Romogi Archdeaconry   
The Ven. Emmanuel Kenyi Pitia

Nov. 29: Barjur Parish   
The Rev. Openi Sakor
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Mar. 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
St. Brigid’s Nazareth

March 9: Clergy Day
Mar. 11: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 14: Daylight Savings Times begins
Mar. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Mark’s New Milford
Mar. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Christ Church Reading
Mar. 16: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Mar. 21: Trio Jolie in Concert, Trinity 

Pottsville, 4:00 p.m.
Mar. 23: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
Mar. 23: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Gabriel’s Douglassville, 6:00 p.m.
Mar. 25: Chrism Mass and Renewal of 

Vows, Cathedral Bethlehem 11:00 a.m.
Mar. 30: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
April 4: Easter – Bishop Paul at Cathe-

dral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem
April 4: Easter – Bishop Jack at St. 

Gabriel’s Douglassville
April 6: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 

Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
April 8: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 13: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 15: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 16-18: Christophany
Apr. 18: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. James’ Schuylkill Haven
Apr. 18: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Christ Church Susquehanna
Apr. 20: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
Apr. 24: Diocesan Training for Min-

istry Day, St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
Apr. 27: Clergy Bible Study III, 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.
Apr. 27: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Alban’s Sinking Spring, 6:00 p.m.
May 4: Clergy Bible Study VI, Holy 

Cross Wilkes-Barre 2:00 p.m.
May 4: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 

Stephen’s Whitehall, 6:00 p.m.
May 6: Clergy Day
May 10: Archdeacon’s visit to Cathedral 

Church of Nativity Bethlehem, 6:00 p.m.
May 11: Clergy Bible Study VII, St. 

Mark’s Moscow 2:00 p.m.
May 13: Clergy Bible Study I, Cathedral 

Bethlehem 2:00 p.m.
May 16: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall
May 16: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
May 16: St. Matthew’s Society Bishop’s 

Reception, Lehigh Country Club, 3:00 p.m.
May 18: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 

Christ Church Towanda 4:00 p.m.
May 18: Archdeacon’s visit to Good 

Shepherd/St. John’s Milford 6:00 p.m.
May 20: Clergy Bible Study II, 

St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
May 23: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Cathedral Church of Nativity Bethlehem

May 23: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Good Shepherd/St. John’s Milford

May 25: Clergy Bible Study III, 
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring 2:00 p.m.

May 25: Archdeacon visits Trinity Easton, 6 pm
June 1: Archdeacon’s visit to Mediator 

Allentown, 6:00 p.m.
June 3: Corpus Christi Celebration, 

Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre 7:00 p.m.
June 6: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Mediator Allentown
June 6: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

Trinity Easton
June 7: Archdeacon’s visit to Trinity 

Bethlehem, 6:00 p.m.
June 13: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 

Trinity Bethlehem
June 13: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 

St. John’s Hamlin
June 13: Clergy & Spouse/Partners 

Dinner, Good Shepherd Scranton
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On the first day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me a solar lantern, in the dark 
to see.

On the second day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me two high school scholar-
ships and a solar lantern, in the dark to see. 

On the third day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me three solar radios, two high 
school scholarships and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see.

On the fourth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me four wooden tables, three 
solar radios, two high school scholarships and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the fifth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me five soccer uniforms…, four 
wooden tables, three solar radios, two high 
school scholarships and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see.

On the sixth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me six ropes for jumping, five 
soccer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three 
solar radios, two high school scholarships and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the seventh day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me seven yards of fabric, six 
ropes for jumping, five soccer uniforms …, 
four wooden tables, three solar radios, two 
high school scholarships and a solar lantern, 
in the dark to see.

On the eighth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me eight chairs to sit on, seven 
yards of fabric, six ropes for jumping, five soc-
cer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three so-
lar radios, two high school scholarships and a 
solar lantern, in the dark to see.

On the ninth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me nine soaring soccer balls, 
eight chairs to sit on, seven yards of fabric, 
six ropes for jumping, five soccer uniforms 
…, four wooden tables, three solar radios, two 
high school scholarships and a solar lantern, 
in the dark to see. 

On the tenth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me ten hoes for clean up, nine 
soaring soccer balls, eight chairs to sit on, sev-
en yards of fabric, six ropes for jumping, five 
soccer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three 
wind up radios, two high school scholarships 
and a solar lantern, in the dark to see. 

On the eleventh day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me eleven bouncing net balls, 
ten hoes for clean up, nine soaring soccer balls, 
eight chairs to sit on, seven yards of fabric, six 
ropes for jumping, five soccer uniforms…, four 
wooden tables, three solar radios, two high 
school scholarships and a solar lantern, in the 
dark to see.

On the twelfth day of Christmas my true 
friends sent to me twelve shiny bicycles, eleven 
bouncing net balls, ten hoes for clean up, nine 
soaring soccer balls, eight chairs to sit on, sev-
en yards of fabric, six ropes for jumping, five 
soccer uniforms …, four wooden tables, three 
solar radios, two high school scholarships and 
a solar lantern, in the dark to see.  

CHRISTMAS GIFTS FOR KAJO KEJI

    
 Gift                 Cost       Qty      Total  
 Solar Lantern $75   ____ _____
 Scholarship  250   ____ _____
 Solar Radio 50   ____ _____
 Wooden Table 75   ____ _____
 Soccer Uniform 12   ____ _____
 Jumping Rope 5   ____ _____
 Yard of Fabric 5   ____ _____
 Wooden Chair 30   ____ _____
 Soccer Ball 25   ____ _____
 Hoe 15   ____ _____
 Net Ball 10   ____ _____
 Bike 100   ____ _____

 Amount Enclosed:     ________ 

  Name __________________________________
  Address_________________________________
  City/St/ Zip _____________________________
  Day time phone number____________________
  Congregation ____________________________

Deadline - December 15, 2009
Check with order form written to:

The Diocese of Bethlehem
333 Wyandotte Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015 

Attention: Christmas for Kajo Keji

As much as possible, these gifts will be purchased in Africa. Funds received by 
November 30 will be sent to Kajo Keji and items will be purchased before Christ-
mas. The school year begins at the end of January. These gifts primarily support 
the schools, the Mothers’ Union and the clergy of Kajo Keji. Bishop Marshall 
and Bishop Poggo thank you for your generosity and wish you and your family a 
Merry Christmas.

Life is very simple at home in Kajo Keji, Sudan, with no electricity, 
no running water, no plumbing, no fridge, no stove, no phone, no TV, no 
computer, no local hospital, no advertising, no supermarket, no DIY store, 
no shopping mall, no traffic jams. 

Christmas is very simple in Kajo Keji with no cards, no tree, no wish list, no 
decorations, no lights, no offi ce party, no gift exchange, no revelers, no last minute 
shopping, no pageant, no carolers, no midnight service, no turkey, ham or roast 
with all the trimmings…well, yes, a family dinner with traditional Sudanese foods, 
and a community gathered to celebrate the birth of Christ. 

CHRISTMAS IN KAJO-KEJI
Silent Night, Holy Night, Christ the Savior is Born, Christ the Savior is Born

TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS  FOR KAJO KEJI


