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Creativity in Crisis, the 1971 Centennial Poster

To mark the 1971 Centennial Celebration of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem, the Episcopal Centennail 
Art Committee and the late Philip Berman, 
philanthropist and former owner and CEO of 
Hess’s in Allentown, commissioned Francoise 
Gilot-Salk to paint the original color lithograph 
from which signed and numbered impressions 
were given to  the churches of the Diocese. The 
lithgraphs were meant to highlight “Creativity in 
Crisis,” the theme of the Centennial Celebration. 

You may have seen this lithograph 
or poster. Copies hang in hallways or 
basements of many parish churches. If 
you were not a member of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem in 1971, however, you 
may have wondered: What is it? Who 
painted it? Why?

To mark the 1971 Centennial 
Celebration of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, the Episcopal Centennial 
Art Committee and the late Philip 
Berman, philanthropist and former 
owner and CEO of Hess’s in Allentown, 
commissioned Francoise Gilot-Salk 
to paint the original color lithograph 
from which signed and numbered 
impressions were given to  the churches 
of the Diocese to highlight “Creativity 
in Crisis,” the theme of the Centennial 
Celebration. Posters were also made 

Gilot-Salk, famed French artist and 
widow of Dr. Jonas Salk, discoverer and 
developer of the fi rst safe and effective 
polio vaccine, superimposed seven 
different color plates to create the litho 
that was made at the renowned House of 
Mourlot in Paris. 

“Creation is love expressed,” Gilot-
Salk said in describing her work. “The 
universe and mankind refl ect God’s love 
in the same way. I believe that creativity 
is the core of the living force which 
allows man to evolve, to go forward 
triumphantly, over the destructive forces 
within himself and in the world.”

Noting that a crisis can represent 
opportunity as well as danger,” she used 
the image of a youth opening a path to a 
child in her painting.

“It could be St. John the Baptist and 
the Christ,” she explained. “The larger 
fi gure, St. John, in half shadow is the 
truth which starts  to emerge in the 
present, sheltering and making possible 
the Christ – becoming in full light, 
light itself, self-evident and thoroughly 
expressed in the future. It can be true 
of all of us if we allow creation to be 
continued.

“The youth holds the stick of ‘Order’ 
– discipline of the self which relates to 
the landscape where on top of a Mount 
stands the church, (Tradition and 
Teaching) and shows direction towards 
the open skies of infi nite possibility”

AWE-some News

Announcing the 2009 
Bishop’s Day for Kids

The EXODUS GAMES!

for children 
in grades 1-5

Saturday, August 15
9:30am to 2:30pm
Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity

321 Wyandotte Street
Bethlehem, PA 18015

Online Registration 
will be open soon.

For more infomation,
contact Anne Kitch
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I have chosen to live with you

BY BiShop paUl V. MarShall

Imagine an unmarried couple saying 
proudly after thirty years together that 
“we didn’t stay together because of any 
vow, but because we chose to.” We have 
probably all heard it from somebody. 
But imagine their grown-up daughter 
replying, “Well, that’s fi ne for you, and 
you told me that all the time when I was 
little, but did you ever think about what 
it meant to me to wake up each morning 
wondering if this would be the day that 
you didn’t choose to stay together?” The 
parents are taken by surprise and have 
no reply.

Oddly enough, that encounter took 
place in a serious moment on the fairly 
wacky 90s sitcom, “Dharma and Greg,” 
but it has stayed with me as a grim 
reminder of the long-term studies of 
the children of parents who did not stay 
together. Just for a few examples, they 
are more prone to depression, do less 
well in school, and are more likely to 
end their own marriages.

I think this means that “staying 
together for the sake of the children” is 

not such a bad idea if it is at all possible. 
I also believe that those who think they 
can transcend the marriage relationship 
are kidding themselves about the risk 
they take for themselves and their 
children. 

I am well aware that marriage is very 
hard work at times. At the same time, the 
vignette from “Dharma and Greg” 
is a reminder that the marriage 
vows are more than two 
individuals staking a claim 
on happiness. In most cases, 
those vows involve a very 
serious responsibility and 
great privilege of raising 
children in an emotionally 
safe environment.

People who are in love begin 
by idealizing each other. Eventually 
this wears off and then is the moment 
of choice: can I live with this person’s 
strengths and weaknesses? In an odd 
way, then, love means having a healthy 
ambivalence about the beloved. 

I do not write any of this so that anybody 
will feel guilty. I know full well that some 
marriages become irredeemably toxic 
and must end. What is past is past. I do 
write it for this month of June brides as 
a reminder that marriage vows are just 
that, and that they do oblige us to honor 
the welfare of others. 

After forty years of marriage I believe 
that living out vows is not a dreary 
thing but an opportunity unlike any 
other. “Sickness and health, better 
or worse, richer or poorer” –– two 
people supporting each other through 
challenges and achievements of life can 
gain maturity and beauty of soul. 

There is an enormous 
pragmatism to the vow about 

“forsaking all others.” 
I don’t much believe 
that any two people are 
destined for each other. 
In fact, there may well 
be dozens of “others” 

one might meet who 
would make a wonderful 

or exciting partner. The 
spiritual and emotional core of 

marriage as it now exists is that we bind 
ourselves to one person out of a wide fi eld 
of possible choices, and in remaining 
faithful gain our own depth of character. 

“As it now exists.” We dare not kid 
ourselves that marriage has always 
been the way we know it. The Old 
Testament tells us of arranged marriages, 
marriage by purchase, polygamy, and 
concubinage along side of Adam and 
Eve. Nonetheless, despite its varied and 
sometimes troubling stories, throughout 
the Bible there runs the notion that 

what two people can get in the long 
run is love, comfort, and delight in each 
other.

According to the New Testament, 
the sometimes hard work of being 
married tells us about Christ, whose self-
giving sustains the Church. I think this 
means that God has a passion for and 
commitment to us that we can know in 
our loving each other day by day in our 
own homes. Sometimes there is joy, and 
sometimes there may be excruciating 
pain: it is in hanging in there during 
both experiences that we can understand 
something of the Redeemer’s love.

Such knowledge is, of course, not 
restricted to married people. It is worth 
remembering that Jesus was single and 
that David and Jonathan, along with 
Ruth and Naomi and many others, have 
a lot to teach us about love, and I have 
written about that elsewhere. Most of 
us, however, fi nd ourselves called to 
marriage, and that is my concern here.

Back to Dharma’s dilemma. There is 
another way her parents or any parents 
can teach their children about what’s 
going on. It is simply a matter of a verb 
form. Instead of saying “I choose to live 
with Jane,” saying “I have chosen to live 
with Jane” speaks of real commitment 
and gives the children a shot at security. 
It is also where the miracles happen. 

Bishop Paul Marshall has written 
extensively both for scholars and clergy 
and for the general reader. His scholarly 

works have been described as “readable” 
and his popular works as “learned.” 

For some 13 years, Bishop Paul 
Marshall has written a monthly column 
for secular newspapers, usually 600 words 
or less and different from the monthly 
column he writes for Diocesan Life. This 
rigorous discipline of writing to strict 
space requirements was meant from its 
beginning in 1996 to engage the secular 
culture and to bring the church’s message 
to it by commenting on the realities of 
the human condition and on issues of 
general interest. Some six to eight papers 
in northeastern Pennsylvania currently 
publish the monthly column. Their 
combined circulation is about 400,000. 
Messages in the Mall -- Looking at Life in 
600 Words or Less (Church Publishing, 
2008), a compilation of many of the 
columns of the fi rst ten years, organized 
along thematic lines, is Bishop Paul’s 
most recent book. 

The Bishop Is Coming (Church 
Publishing, 2007) is the fi rst new 
ceremonial guide for bishops in more 

than 25 years and the fi rst book of its kind 
aimed at helping congregations prepare 
for a bishop’s visit. This short book 
equips bishops to minister effectively 
as the chief pastor in the diocese, 
while helping clergy and congregations 
reduce the eternal anxiety around the 
words, the bishop is coming. His clear, 
engaging, and often humorous style will 
put the reader at ease when dealing with 
ceremonial material.

One, Catholic and Apostolic: Samuel 
Seabury and the Early Episcopal Church
(Church Publishing, 2004) is a 
fascinating story of the fi rst bishop in 
the Episcopal Church. It explores the 
complex personalities, motivations, 
loyalties and prejudices that went into 
the formation of the Episcopal Church 
and the creation of its liturgy. Using 
Bishop Samuel Seabury’s persona and 
thought as central themes, Bishop Paul 
argues that liturgy cannot be understood 
simply by studying texts. “Marshall does 
what few scholars ever really do,” Peter 
Eaton, dean of St. John’s Cathedral, 
Denver, said in his review in The 
Anglican, October 2005. “He tells us 
things that are both new and true, and 
he does this with authority, and not as 

the scribes. No one who wants truly to 
understand this crucial period of our 
history can do without this book.”

Same-Sex Unions: Stories and Rites
(Church Publishing, 2004) is a 
collection and analysis of representative 
rites in use in the Episcopal Church 
and the Anglican Church of Canada, a 
contribution to the continuing debate on 
the church’s pastoral care. An expanded 
version of Same Sex Unions: An Inquiry, 
written initially for bishops on their way 
to General Convention 2003, it begins 
with a focus on the lives of two deeply 
committed Christian couples. 

Earlier books by Bishop Paul include: 
Leaps and Boundaries: The Prayer Book 
in the 21st Century (Coedited with Dr. 
Lesley Northup, Morehouse, 1997); 
The Voice of a Stranger: On the Lay 
Origins of Anglican Liturgics (Church 
Publishing, 1993); Anglican Liturgy in 
America: Prayer Book Parallels (Church 
Publishing, 1989, 1991, 1996), a three-
volume set that compares texts of 
different versions of The Book of Common 
Prayer; and Preaching for the Church 
Today: The Skills, Prayer and Art of 
Sermon Preparation (Church Publishing, 
1991).

Messages in the Mall, one of many books 
by Bishop Paul
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Producing an Abundant Harvest

Visit our new evangelism blog 
www.sharethebread.blogspot.com

BY Dan CharneY, StewarDShip MiSSioner, DioCeSe of BethleheM

It may seem like a “no-brainer,” but 
if you are seeking an abundant harvest 
from your annual financial stewardship 
campaign, you must prepare for that 
harvest.

Those who have gardens 
understand what it takes 
to produce an abundant 
harvest. They need to 
prepare the soil, plant 
the seed or seedling, and 
care for the plants as they 
begin to grow by watering, 
cultivating, and weeding.  
With the cooperation of 
good weather, they can 
be reasonably certain of a 
bumper crop.

So it is with parishes that 
have year-round stewardship 
programs. They tend to have abundant 
harvests at the conclusion of their 
annual financial campaigns. 

In the Diocese of Bethlehem, we 
asked our parishes to complete a survey 
about their stewardship activity through 
the year. (The survey can be found at 
www.diobeth.org/Ministries/Stewardship/
steward.html). Twenty-seven parishes 
responded. By applying a weighted 

value to each question, and coming up 
with a particular score, the parish’s type 
of stewardship process was determined. 
Nine of these parishes were determined 
to have an effective year-round 

stewardship program. The 
average pledge in parishes 
having such a program 
was 75.6% greater than 
those without one. 
Parishes with year-round 
stewardship activity had 
55% of their households 
making a pledge compared 
to 52% that did not. The 
Average Annual Giving 
was 69% greater for those 
having a year-round 
stewardship program.

How can your parish 
develop a year-round stewardship 
program? 

First, form a Stewardship Education 
Team, whose first responsibility is to educate 
their own members about stewardship: 
understanding the stewardship of our 
relationships to Christ, to ourselves, to 
our earth, and to our faith community. 
Once they have a better personal 
understanding of who they are and 

whose they are, their next task is to teach 
others, and to encourage and help them 
to develop an intimate relationship with 
God. This is their primary responsibility.  
They are not responsible for the 
annual commitment campaign or the 
development of the budget.

Principles to be taught might include:
•God loves us and wants an intimate 

relationship with us. •Trust God that 
when we give, our needs will be met. 
•God First Principle – Give first to 
God in gratitude for all his blessings. 
•Give a percentage of your income.  
In the national Episcopal Church, the 
minimum standard of giving is the tithe.  
Return to God 10 % of the income He 
has given you. •Stress the need of the 
giver to give for his/her own spiritual 
growth rather than for the need of the 
church to receive.

Programs to promote spiritual growth 
can offer:

•Encouragement for the practice of 
the Holy Habits of regular worship, 
prayer, the reading and study of 
Scripture, giving to support the mission 
and ministry of the church, and using 
one’s spiritual gifts to serve and care for 
the needs of others.

•The presentation of programs that 
help develop spiritual growth: Bible 
Study, mission work in the community 
and beyond, small group studies during 
Advent, Lent, and Pentecost.

•Sunday or weekday forums such 
as “Using Money Wisely,” “Will 
Preparation,” “Discovery of Spiritual 
Gifts,” etc.

Jesus said, I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly. (John 10:10)

We need to teach our brothers and 
sisters that Jesus gives life. The life Jesus 
gives is abundantly rich and full. It is 
eternal, and begins as soon as we decide 
to follow, listen, and obey Him. This is 
the message of stewardship. Our mission 
is to help those who do not yet really 
know Christ, and to offer them Christ’s 
promise of life. When we do this, hearts 
change,  and generosity flows. 

A recent Forward Day by Day 
meditation ended like this: It is amazing 
what we can do for another’s growth if we 
give the time, the love, and the sustaining 
nurture that we – as well as plants – require 
to flourish.

May God’s guiding hand be with you 
as you prepare for a new harvest; may we 
all continue to grow in the image of Jesus 
Christ, and may our nurture and loving 
cultivation of others bring us all to more 
abundant and grateful life in the realm 
of our generous and loving God.

Evangelism/Stewardship Workshop Well-Attended –– More than 60 people from 18 parishes attended the 
recent Evangelism/Stewardship Conference, Beating the Boundaries, held at the Cathedral on Saturday, 
April 25, with Terry Parsons (second from left) Program Officer for Diocesan Services at the National 
Church as the keynote speaker. Jointly planned over the past year by the Diocesan Stewardship and 
Evangelism Commissions, the schedule included prayer times, morning and afternoon keynote sessions, 
and small group break-out sessions for attendees to share their own parish experiences, and to discuss what 
they saw as new or useable program ideas for their home parishes. Looking at Evangelism as the stewardship 
of the Gospel, ideas were floated by Parsons and the participants in a “share the ideas and possibilities” 
informal format. Books and materials were distributed from both commissions for participants to take back 
to their clergy, Vestries, or particular groups developing stewardship and/or evangelism programs in their 
own congregations. If you weren’t there, but know that someone from your parish was, ask them what 
they learned…and even more importantly, how you might help them to move your own parish programs 
ahead. (Left to right) Dan Charney, diocesan stewardship missioner, Parsons, Canon Lexa Shallcross, 
chair, diocesan stewardship commission, Canon Andrew Gerns, chair, diocesan evangelism commission, 
and Mother Jane Bender, member, diocesan evangelism commission.

The following excerpt comes from a column by 
Bishop Paul, recently published in newspapers 
throughout northeastern Pennsylvania. The 
entire column may be found in Messages in the 
Mall: Looking at Life in 600 Words or Less 
(Seabury), a collection of ten years of Bishop 
Paul's monthly columns for newspapers.
How or why does one believe in the 

continuing presence and power of a 
living Jesus Christ? I find historical and 
theological arguments least helpful in 
this regard. They are more about belief 
than faith and relationship. They are 
pointless if there is no living reality 
behind them.

Many paths have led people to Christ. 
I prefer the simple and direct, and I 
suggest three practical things one can do 
to discover whether Christ is alive.

First, set aside a period, perhaps 30 
days, in which one will behave as though 
Christ is alive. That behavior begins 
with prayer. Prayer is conversation. 
One speaks and one listens. Sharing 
life, listening for guidance, thoughtfully 
offering concerns for the world's needs, 
practicing the presence of God, listening 
for what guidance may come, what 
perceptions of people and relationships 
change.

Next, alter your life to include a few 
hours of service a week, service to the 
poor or needy. This needs to be done 
as quietly and directly as possible, a 
hands-on experience of serving Christ 
by serving others, looking for his face in 
theirs. Volunteering at a hospital or soup 
kitchen, working in a literacy program or 
after-school tutoring projects are readily 
available ways to meet Christ in the face 
of those in need. Loss of self for others, 
especially in the middle of a «busy» 
life, is a way to meet the one who was 
crucified.

Finally, be where faith already is. 
The weekly gathering of modern-day 
disciples for praise, prayer, scripture 
and sacrament is supplemented by 
fellowship and the chance to talk with 
those who are already on the journey. 
Like its cousins, Christianity is in both 
the short and long run about being part 
of a people, a people with identity and 
mission.

None of this comes as easy answer or 
quick fix. To find Christ is to go where he 
went and be where he is. Those places 
are not always attractive, but they are 
full of meaning and often bring joy.

Discover Christ Alive
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Work continues in Kajo Keji

Library block, front view, April 28, 2009

BY Charlie BareBo
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BY Charlie BareBo

Romogi Primary School, April 28, 2009

Staff House 2, front view, April 28, 2009

Staff House 3, front view, April 28, 2009

Construction is progressing at a rapid 
rate in Kajo Keji. Phase I buildings (the 
administration building, one dormitory, 
one staff house and the Bishop’s House) 
are substantially completed and paid 
for. We have created “punch lists” (to-
do lists) to complete construction for 
the Bishop’s House, the dormitory and 
the staff house. The punch lists include 
small but important tasks like the 
proper installation of window 
screens, paint touch up and 
carpentry fi nish work on trim. 
One important aspect of our 
fi nancial oversight is that all 
construction contracts call 
for the New Hope Finance 
Committee to retain 5% of 
the total contract monies here 
in Bethlehem for one year to act as 
surety that punch lists and any ancillary 
warranty work is completed.

Phase II of college construction 
includes building four strategically 
located pit latrines, classrooms fi ve 
through eight, and the second student 
dormitory. We are roughly three 
quarters of the way done with Phase II 
construction and have paid for 68% of 
the projects. We project Phase II will be 
substantially completed by mid-summer.

Phase III includes the library, the 
second and third staff houses. We are 
featuring the Phase III projects on this 
page. Progress at the early stages of 
building moves very rapidly. You see 
the walls well established at the library. 
Phase III should be completed this fall.

I am very excited about the progress at 

the Romogi Primary School. This school 
should be completed in September and 
classes are scheduled to start in October. 
Remember pictures from a year ago of 
the magnifi cent mango tree and the 
headmaster pointing to the future site 
of the school. Now that mango tree is 
fl anked by eight classrooms, a library and 
administration building.

Financially we are doing well. We 
have cash on hand to meet our cash fl ow 
projections for the next 18 months. And 
the economy and the fi nancial markets 
are showing signs of recovery. As of May 
1, The Wall Street Journal reports that 
stock markets have “shrugged off the 

worst economic data in decades and 
the bankruptcy fi ling of a major 

US auto producer to post 
its biggest monthly jump 
in two decades, capping a 
dramatic seven week turn 
around. The Dow Jones 
World Index jumped 12% 

in April, its largest monthly 
jump since its inception in 

1991.” On May 5, The New York 
Times reported that “the housing markets 
that experienced the earliest diffi culties, 
California, Arizona and Florida have 
posted gains of 47% from the lows of 
December 2008.” Information like this 
should help us regain confi dence in our 
economic system, facilitating recovery 
in the economy and capital giving.

Meanwhile we see creativity in gift 
development. Trip Trepagnier waded 
through the UTO grant writing process 
to apply for a grant to help build four 
classrooms at Gaderu. Trinity Easton 
has embarked on a capital campaign 
that will tithe to New Hope. Their goal 
is to be able to fi nance three to four 
classrooms. We remain in the hands of 
the Good Shepherd. Let’s listen for his 
voice and continue to follow, sharing the 
promise of abundant life!

a4 diocesanlife             June 2009
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Reflections on the road to Christophany
Demery BaDer-Saye

The late April scenic drive to Painted 
Post, NY, gave me the opportunity to 
reflect on the last five years in my role 
as DioBeth’s Youth Missioner. Between 
the flowering trees, the bright sunlight 
on the glittering Susquehanna River, 
and showers of great memories, I found 
myself wondering why in the world 
I am heading to Texas this summer. 
Then, of course, the still small voice 
reminded me – following the 
call of God, celebrating the 
new community waiting for 
my husband (and our whole 
family) at the Episcopal 
Seminary of the Southwest, 
and listening for what will 
come next in my ministry as 
a priest and as mom to three 
amazing boys. 

I hold, admire, and give 
thanks for the many treasures 
found in 12 years of life in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania: 
My first ordination in the 
United Church of Christ, 
followed by a short but 
joyful ministry with Trinity, 
Congregational in Scranton; 
a baby (and later two more!); 
an opportunity for what I thought would 
be temporary foray into the Episcopal 
church as a part-time youth leader at 
the Church of the Epiphany in Clarks 
Summit; recognizing myself (within 
the matter of just a few months) as 
being at home in the Episcopal Church, 
completely enamored with the beautiful 
liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer 
and closer to Jesus than I’d been for a 
long time as I opened my hands each 
Sunday to receive the gift of his body 
and blood; ordination in the Episcopal 
church and all that comes with it in the 
Diocese of Bethlehem – the thoughtful 
and challenging leadership of Bishop 
Paul and a committed community of 
colleagues who have freely offered their 
support, insight, and friendship; the 
chance to help lead and partake in the 
grand experiment of an emerging church 
community – Peacemeal; the opportunity 
to serve as Missioner for Youth; and 
meeting the youth, youth leaders, 
parishes and parents of our diocese 
who were ready to welcome me into 
the longstanding traditions of DioBeth 
youth ministry – such as Happening and 
Christophany – while also willing to be 
creative and innovative with longtime 
events and in branching out for the first 
time into youth mission trips.

What I have learned, after five years 
working with youth, parents, youth 

truly are a treasure trove of energy and 
insight for a denomination which has 
set the goal of doubling our membership 
by the year 2020. Teens simply need 
a place at the table – the vestry table, 
the evangelism committee table, the 
worship committee table. 
I am very aware that when 
youth graduate from high 
school they are full of 
energy and still very much 
in the midst of forming 
their faith and relationship 
to the church and to Christ. 
Unfortunately when they 
look for an Episcopal young 
adult/college community to 
be part of, it is most often 
not available to them.

Many adults in our 
diocese have a special 
affinity for work with teens. 
Most are unpaid, while a 
lucky few are able to work 
at least part time youth 
ministry. When given the 
opportunity to chaperone, 
lead, and share their ideas, 
there is no measuring how 
extensive and effective the 
youth ministry programs 
in our parishes (as well 
as our diocese) can be. 
Along with the invitation 
to serve, adult leaders also 

leaders and parishes, gratifies me deeply. 
The teens of our diocese are bright, 
strong, talented and deeply spiritual 
people who have much to share with the 
church. They long for and need a place 
to be themselves, where they are safe and 
celebrated, honored and respected as 
important and unique. They are bursting 
with ideas for how the church can 
connect with young people – and so they 

Katie Kolepp (Nativity Bethlehem) and Allison 
Duckloe (Christ Church Stroudsburg) combine 
silly time with learning. Katie takes care of the 
silly part while Allison reads a brochure about 
cosmetics and the environment. At Christophany’s 
closing Eucharist on Sunday the group prayed 
for and laid hands on Allison as she prepares for 
college.

Scott and Demery Bader-Saye on the campus of the Seminary 
of the Southwest, Austin Texas, where Scott has acccepted 
the post of Professor of Christian Ethics and Moral Theology. 
Demery will leave her post as diocesan Missioner for Youth this 
summer.

Christophany retreatants Cydney Branch and Natori Tom Young of 
Christ Church Stroudsburg.

Reduce, reuse, recycle – one word to focus on for each day of the retreat. Friday night’s word to 
contemplate was reduce, along with some verses from the 12th chapter of Luke, including: Take care! Be 
on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.

Tyler Edgar (National Council of Churches) talks with the Junior High boys group whose motto for the 
weekend was “God is My Home, I Shall Never Be Homeless.” The boys had the opportunity to discuss 
at length their thoughts and questions on the environment with Tyler.

“Some friends play at friendship but a true friend sticks closer than one’s nearest kin.” (Proverbs 
18:24) From left, Cydney Branch (Christ Church Stroudsburg), Katie Shupe (Grace, Honesdale), 
Kayla Farley (St. Brigid’s, Nazareth), Allison Duckloe (Christ Church Stroudsburg), Megan Luther 
(Redeemer Sayre), Mariamne Everett (Grace Honesdale) and Anna Siftar (Trinity, Bethlehem). The 
senior high girls group chose as their motto: “Jesus is our GPS, we will never be lost.” 

Scott Lougee (St. Mark’s Moscow) sands down 
an old cigar box in preparation for decorating it as 
a box for treasures.

need the resources and tools to do this 
powerful ministry with teens: budget 
money, good curriculum, workshops 
and conferences which provide training 
for youth ministry, and also fellow 
(continues on page A6)
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12 May 2009
Dear Partners in Ministry,

The Social Ministries Committee 
is now ready to receive and consider 
requests for disbursements from the New 
Hope Campaign.  The total amount we 
are able to grant for the 2009-10 calendar 
year is $100,000.  Therefore, we are 
inviting Letters of Intent from parishes 
and Episcopal related organizations 
within the Episcopal Diocese of 
Bethlehem.  The Deadline for Letters of 
Intent is 30 June 2009.  

The Letter of Intent should contain: 
(1) The Mission Statement of the parish/
organization. (2) A summary of the proposal 
including a brief project description. (3) An 
outline of the focus and scope (who will 
be served?). (4)Amount to be requested 
from the SMC (one time or multi-year 

request). (5) Partner churches, agencies, 
organizations, etc., if any. (6) Project start 
date. (7) Name, e-mail and day and evening 
telephone number of contact person(s).

Letters of Intent should be sent to 
The Rev. Daniel C. Gunn, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-cathedral, 35 South Franklin Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18701 or emailed to 
dgunn@ststephenswb.org with “Social 
Ministry Application” in the subject line.

A member of the Social Ministries 
Committee will be in contact soon 
thereafter.  These Letters are preliminary 
proposals and will be considered in 
the order in which they are received.  
Applications will be sent after the initial 
contact.

This letter comes with our Pentecost 
greetings.
The Rev. Daniel C. Gunn, Chair

It’s time to send letters of intent 
for local New Hope grants

(Bader-Saye, continued from page A5)
leaders to share the burden so that 
they don’t have to carry a youth group 
program or Sunday school class alone. 
Adults who have a calling to youth 
ministry (lay and ordained) are many 
among us. They need our confi dence 
in their gifts and our support as they 
seek to live out the ministry of the 
baptized. Mostly, though they do not 
ask for it, they need our recognition 
and gratitude for the sacrifi ces that 
inevitably come with youth ministry, 
not the least of which include sleeping 
on fl oors, quieting boundlessly energetic 
teens when it’s fi nally time to rest, 
and overnights, weekends and (in the 
case of mission trips and pilgrimages) 
even weeks away from family, 

leisure time and work commitments.
Thank you, thank you to the gems who 

have lit up my days as youth missioner in 
the Diocese of Bethlehem: Bishops Paul 
and Jack and the diocesan house staff for 
the opportunity to serve with you; my 
clergy colleagues for your friendship; each 
year’s fabulous youth council; parishes 
who have invited me to visit, preach, 
and teach – and for the hospitality with 
which you have welcomed me; to youth 
leaders and parents who have made each 
and every event possible; and especially 
to the youth of this diocese. Your joy, 
inquisitive spirits and hopefulness have 
brought me so many happy days.  Who 
can ask for more than to look around 
and say “and I get paid for this!”  I am fi lled 
with gratitude.

You will be able to follow, watch, understand, experience and enjoy 
General Convention 2009 no matter where you are, thanks to an 
innovative addition to this year’s event, the Media Hub. Produced and 
presented by the Offi ce of Communication, the Media Hub will utilize 
cutting edge technology to deliver the full story of the almost two-
week event. Videos, blogging, twitter, fl ickr, and live webcasting will 
enable a transparent, round-the-clock look at General Convention. 
Seven distinct areas will be delineated on the Media Hub: calendar, 
video stream, fl ickr photos, activity area, legislative tracker, twitter 
feed, and resources.  For more info, see www.episcoplchurch.org/
newsline_107422_ENG_HTM/htm. 

A note about Christophany Goes Green: 
40 youth and adults gathered at Watson 
Homestead – a lovely (and green!) 
retreat center in Painted Post, NY, for 
a weekend of celebrating Christ and 
his creation and of learning about the 
increasing environmental issues of our 
age. Young and dynamic Tyler Edgar, 
assistant director of the National Council 
of Churches Eco-Justice division, 
brought a wealth of knowledge, wisdom 
and fun to the weekend. Ed Gamber and 
Derek Storm of the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity provided wonderful music 
leadership and educated our youth in 
some great “green” classics of the 60s 
and 70s. Connie Gilbert enchanted 
the group with a very edgy and cool art 
shack exercise using recycled materials. 

Throughout the weekend the youth 
beautifi ed the grounds of Watson 
Homestead – earning the donations 
of their sponsors (funds raised go to 
the New Hope Youth campaign). The 
youth also enjoyed Watson Homestead’s 
climbing tower and swimming pool. 
Many, many thanks to our chaperones: 
Joyce Anderson and Margaret Cole 
(Redeemer Sayre), Bobbie Hraba 
(St. John’s Hamlin), Julie Tom-Wing 
(Christ Church Stroudsburg), Brian 
Gordon (Nativity Bethlehem), Trica 
Bonenberger and Kim Rowles (St. 
Gabriel’s Douglassville), Alvia Riefkohl 
(St. Brigid’s Nazareth).

General Convention Media Hub

feedfeedphotosphotos
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“When he was four or fi ve, I used 
to take him with me in the stroller. 
People would stop me on the streets and 
chide me for spoiling him.” A mother 
once shared this painful memory with 
me about her son who suffered severe 
developmental delay and was unable 
to walk for any distance. Now an adult, 
he lived at home with his widowed 
mother and attended a day program for 
mentally retarded adults. I had taken 
communion to her home. She hadn’t set 
foot in the church for years. She could 
not leave her son unattended, nor did 
she feel welcome to bring him with her. 
She could never predict how he would 
behave.

Parents of children with special 
learning needs often feel isolated from 
the very social communities that can 
help them the most. Yet these families 
are in dire need of the love, acceptance 
and support that a faith community can 
provide. What begins as a parenting 
challenge can quickly becomes a spiritual 
crisis. In our culture, we believe we can 
fi x most things by hard work. But what 

happens when we can’t? What happens 
when parents discover that their child is 
developmentally delayed, has learning 
differences or is autistic? 

When they realize that no matter 
how much they love their child or 
how hard they work at parenting, they 
cannot fi x what is wrong? The 
inner dialogue can become, 
“I cannot control my 
child, I am not welcome 
in church, hard work 
won’t fi x this.” Feelings 
of guilt and failure ensue. 
Yet surely it is the call of 
the church to be a place 
where one does not have to 
be “normal” (whatever that is), 
in order to belong.

These were some of the issues presented 
in a seminar I attended on “Including 
Children with Special Needs and Their 
Families in Faith Communities,” hosted 
by Christ Church, Philadelphia. The 
presenter was Dr. Robert A. Naseef , a 
psychologist and author in the fi eld of 
families of children with special needs. 
He is also the father of an autistic son. 

Dr. Naseef emphasized the important 
role a faith community can play in 
supporting the families of special needs 
children. If, as a congregation, you can 
meet the family where they are, you 
will inevitably give them hope. And 
regaining a sense of hope is what many 
of these families desperately need.

Perhaps the most important resource 
a church can offer children and families 
is one that we practice often: welcome. 
The more information we have, the 
more data we gather, the better our 
understanding of a situation can be. 
Rather than blaming parents for a child’s 
diffi cult behavior, we might ask the 

parents how we can help. Simply 
asking a parent, “What can I 
do that would help your child 
feel welcome,” goes a long way 
toward being the inclusive 
communities churches claim 
to be. 

Asking such a question may 
not only elicit very specifi c and 

useful information, it also signals to 
the parent that this is a community that 
wants to support families of all types. 
Those who minister with children can 
be most supportive by accepting a special 
needs child where she is, and celebrating 
all new triumphs, even the tiniest ones. 
Church schools do not so much need a 
special curriculum as an understanding 
of the child’s needs. As it turns out, faith 
formation programs such as Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd and Godly Play 
are particularly appropriate for children 
with learning differences.

As a parent I am extremely grateful 
for all the ways, large and small, that my 
congregation welcomes and accepts my 
children. Any parent with a bit of self 
awareness knows they learn from their 

child. As Dr. Naseef says, “Children with 
special needs empower their parents 
and caretakers in silent, subtle, and 
wonderful ways.” Perhaps they can also 
empower congregations to learn more 
about what it is like to be the Kingdom 
of God.

Resources

Books
Including People with Disabilities in 

Faith Communities, Erik Carter
The Broken Chord, Michael Dorris
Letters to Sam: A Grandfather’s 

Lessons on Love, Loss, and the Gifts of 
Life, Daniel Gottlieb

When Bad Things Happen to Good 
People, Harold Kushner

Special Children, Challenged Parents, 
Robert A, Naseef

Websites
www.alternativechoices.com
www.specialfamilies.com
www.shalva.org

Downloadable Resource
Autism and Faith: A Journey into 

Community, Mary Beth Walsh, 
Alice Walsh, Bill Gaventa, editors. 
Published by the Autism and Faith 
Task Force in New Jersey http://
rw ims2.umdn j . edu /bogg s c en t e r /
products/prod_info.html



General Convention
Bishops and deputies representing the 

Episcopal Church’s 110 dioceses meet 
July 8-17 in Anaheim, California, to 
review the church’s efforts during the 
past triennium and establish program 
and mission priorities for the next three 
years. Pictured here are the eight elected 
deputies from the Diocese of Bethlehem.

The Rev .Anne E. Kitch             The Ven. Richard I. Cluett          The Rev. Canon Jane Teter        The Rev T. Scott Allen

Canon Mark Laubach                 Charles “Ty” Welles, Esq.             Charlie Barebo                             Janet Charney
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planAhead

prayFor

May 31: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Trinity Easton
May 31: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Cathedral Church of the Nativity
June 2: Pre General Convention 
meeting, St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
June 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Mary’s Wind Gap, 6:00 p.m.

June 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul to St. 
Joseph’s Pen Argyl
June 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Christ Church Stroudsburg
June 11: Corpus Christi, Bishop Jack at 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
June 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Mary’s Wind Gap
June 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Grace Honesdale
June 14: Clergy/Spouse Dinner, Good 
Shepherd Scranton, 5:00 p.m.
June 16: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Luke’s Scranton, 6:00 p.m.
June 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Paul’s Montrose

June 23: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
James Dundaff, 6:00 p.m.
June 28: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Luke’s Scranton
July 5: Visitation of Bishop Paul to St. 
James Dundaff
July 8-17: General Convention of   
The Episcopal Church, Anaheim, CA.
July 12-15: Residential camp program 
for high school students,  Cathedral, 
Bethlehem, Sunday night to Wednesday 
afternoon. An experience in urban 
ministry. To register: 610-865-0727 or 
dsmith@nativitycathedral.org. $25 per 
registrant.
July 25-Aug. 1: Sr. High Mission Trip, 
to help the Diocese of Louisiana rebuild 

lives and homes destroyed by hurricanes 
Katrina and Gustav.
Aug. 15: Bishop’s Day for Kids, The Exodus 
Games: Xtreme Faith Stories, 9:30 – 2:30, 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem. For children in graces 1–5. 
More information: Canon Anne Kitch, 
akitch@diobeth.org
Sept. 20-22: Clergy Retreat at the 
Jesuit Spiritual Center, Wernersville
Sept. 29: Ordination of Priests 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity
Oct. 9-10: Diocesan Convention
Nov. 9-12: Visit of Presiding Bishop to 
the Diocese of Bethlehem.

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
June 7: Grace Church, Kingston, The 
Rev. Dennis B. A. Berk, interim rector, 
www.gracechurchkingston.org

June 14: St. Peter’s Church, Hazleton 
and St. James Church, Drifton, The 
Rev. Jeffrey L. Funk, rector.

June 21:  Christ Church, Forest City, The 
Rev. Donald L. Schaible, II, rector, 
www.christchurchforestcity.com

June 28: St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre, The Rev Daniel Gunn, 
rector, The Rev Daniel Sullivan, 
associate priest, The Rev Vincent T. 
Liddle, priest assistant

July 5: The TV ad campaign of the 
Episcopal Church in Northeast PA, 
www.nepaepiscopalchurch.org

July 12: The General Convention of 
the Episcopal Church

July 19: North Parish: St. John’s 
Church, Ashland, Holy Apostles 

Church, St. Clair, and Christ Church, 
Frackville, The Rev. James Smith, 
priest, The Rev Dolores Evans, priest, 
www.northparish.com

July 26: The ministry of the 
Evangelism Commission of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem, The Rev. Canon Andrew 
Gerns, chair

Aug. 2: The ministry of the 
Stewardship Commission of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem, The Rev. Canon Lexa 
Shallcross, chair

Aug. 9: St. Alban’s Church, Sinking 
Spring, The Rev. Karl L. Kern, rector, 
The Rev. Charles L. Beem., associate 
priest, The Rev. Bruce Baker, associate 
priest, www.stalbansepiscopal.org

Aug. 16: Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Scranton, The Rev. Canon William T. 
Warne II, priest-in-residence, The Rev. K. 
Frederick Mauger, assistant priest. www.
churchofthegoodshepherdscranton.org

Aug. 23: Church of the Good 
Shepherd and St. John the Evangelist, 
Milford, The Rev William J. McGinty, 
rector, www.goodshepherdmilford.org

Aug. 30: Christ Church, Reading, 
The Rev. John R. Francis, rector, www.
rdgchristchurch.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org

June 7: The clergy and people of the 
church in the Province of Owerri, 
Nigeria

June 14: The clergy and people of 
the church in the Province of Ondo, 
Nigeria

June 21: The clergy and people of the 
church in the Province of Jos, Nigeria

June 28: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Patna in North India

July 5: The clergy and people of the 
Phulbani in North India

July 12: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Portsmouth in the Province 
of Canterbury, England

July 19: The clergy and people of the 
Church of Pakistan

July 26: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Rhode Island

Aug. 2: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Rochester

Aug. 9: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Ruwenzori in the Province of 
Uganda

Aug. 16: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of San Joaquin

Aug. 23: The clergy and people of the 
Anglican Church of Korea

Aug. 30: The clergy and people of the 
church in the Province of Singapore

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
June 7: Sera Jale Parish    
The Rev John Lo’boka Koko

June 14: St. Bartholomew and  
Amazing Grace Orphanages

June 21: Sokare Parish
The Rev Joel Abate David

June 28: Sonder Parish    
The Rev Henry Puji, 

July 5: St. Emmanuel Pro-Cathedral  
Canon Yoasa Wurube, Canon Henry 
Leju, Canon Dr. Oliver Duku, Canon 
Elikana Duku

July 12: Tipere Parish    
The Rev Mary Kwiansuk

July 19: Walilo Parish
The Rev Samuel Pianile

July 26: The 1000 members of the 
Mother’s Union

Aug. 2: Wudu Parish and Prisons 
Kangapo, The Rev Rupasi Sombe

Aug. 9: Wudu Town Parish   
The Rev Sadaraka Muni

Aug. 16: Wuruta Parish    
The Rev Norah Pita Wani

Aug. 23: Beliak Parish    
The Rev Elikana Lodu

Aug. 30: Ajira Parish    
The Rev Joseph Lomuja



Dr. Gene Witiak writes second book on love and pets

Ministry takes many forms and is 
found in many places. Gene Witiak, 
V.M.D., fi nds that his veterinary exam 
room creates opportunities to build 
special and lasting relationships with 
people through their pets – relationships 
built on love, mutual respect and 
responsibility. He shares his more than 
45 years of experience and his uniquely 
caring insights in his new book, The 
Hug: A Veterinarian’s Secret Potion (2008, 
paper, 212 pp).

“The last time I wrote about Dr. 
Gene Witiak, the Lehigh Valley’s James 
Herriott,” Morning Call columnist Bill 
White wrote recently, “I was extolling 
the virtues of his book, True Confessions 
of a Veterinarian: An Unconditional Love 
Story – and mentioned that he was 
collecting material for his next one.

“The same qualities that marked 
Witiak’s fi rst book are on display again 
in The Hug. Self-deprecating stories 
about his foibles and some embarrassing 
encounters with his human and animal 
clients. A mature perspective on life, 
death and the responsibilities of pet 
owners. Practical advice about keeping 
your companion animals safe and 
healthy.”

The book is a witty and touching 
look at the special bond shared by the 
veterinarian, clients and pets – a mutual 
caring producing hugs that cure and 
hugs that endure. With snapshots from 

pets that have a special fl air, Dr. Witiak 
showcases the personalities of some 
of his patients ad then shocks us with 
x-rays of other pets who have eaten the 
unthinkable.

“As someone who has heard horror 
stories about irresponsible, insensitive 
veterinarians,” White continues, “I fi nd 
Witiak’s books wonderfully reassuring. 
They’re a reminder – as my experiences 
with our own vets have been – that this 
is more than a job to many of the people 
who care for our dogs and cats.

“If you’re an animal lover, and 
particularly if you’ve brought your 
companion animals to veterinarians, I’m 
confi dent that you’ll enjoy [reading] The 
Hug.

Dr. Witiak has been a member and 
supporter of the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity in Bethlehem for as long 
as he has been practicing. He has and 
will continue to donate a portion of 
each book sold to a diocesan ministry at 
the discretion of Bishop Paul Marshall 
who wrote the following testimonial 
for the back cover of the book: “A 
compassionate and witty look at pets and 
those who love them, this book should 
be a favorite of all those who love their 
animals. The author both engages and 
inspires the reader with his humanity 
and wit.”

The Hug is currently available only 
by contacting the author directly at 
TheHug.witiak@gmail.com, at the Lehigh 
Valley Anima Hospital offi ce on Route 
512, Bath, or at the Moravian Book 
Shop. Books purchased directly from Dr. 
Witiak are $15.00 ($20.00 if shipped in 
the U.S.). His fi rst book, True Confessions 
of a Veterinarian: An Unconditional Love 
Story (2004, Glenbridge Publishing 
hardback, 212 pp) can be purchased from 
the author for $20.00 ($25.00 if shipped 
in he U.S.), through any bookstore or 
online.

Gene Witiak is a graduate of the 
University of Pennsylvania School of 
Veterinary Medicine. He funded Lehigh 
Valley Anima Hospital which specializes 
in the care of small animals After 29 
years he sold the practice, but continues 

HELP
� e Episcopal Chur�  Women

“Build”
an

ECW Jericho Road House
A Need is Identifi ed

An Organization Has Become Engaged
A Dream is Realized

And this is just the beginning…

Your National ECW Board is asking “ALL” Episcopal Women throughout 
the nine provinces to come together and work as the “hands and feet of Christ by 
raising funds to build a home in the City of New Orleans for a family. The cost is 
$110,000. Our goal is to raise funds to build this house          

                                                                                            
One of the ways we are asking for your help 

is for you, your Parish  or ECW to purchase building 
blocks. (Cardboard blocks will be built in the shape 
of a house at Triennial 2009. Your parish name and/or 
ECW name will be displayed on each block purchased.) 
To purchase blocks we are asking “ALL” woman in the 
Diocese of Bethlehem for help. We ask each woman to 
give $1 towards the purchase of building blocks. Each 
parish please collect these $. Make check payable to 
Domestic& Foreign Missionary Society and mark check 
“ECW Jericho Road House Project.” Our goal is $1,000 
from the Diocese of Bethlehem.

 
Mail by June 15 to:
 
CATHERINE JEFFERY
ECW Treasurer , Diocese of Bethlehem
1839 ULSTER ROAD
ALLENTOWN, PA 18109

                                                                                                                                                                                        
 for your help  for your help 

is for you, your Parish  or ECW to purchase building is for you, your Parish  or ECW to purchase building 
blocks. (Cardboard blocks will be built in the shape blocks. (Cardboard blocks will be built in the shape 
of a house at Triennial 2009. Your parish name and/or of a house at Triennial 2009. Your parish name and/or 
ECW name will be displayed on each block purchased.) ECW name will be displayed on each block purchased.) 
To purchase blocks we are asking “ALL” woman in the To purchase blocks we are asking “ALL” woman in the 
Diocese of Bethlehem for help. We ask each woman to Diocese of Bethlehem for help. We ask each woman to 
give $1 towards the purchase of building blocks. Each give $1 towards the purchase of building blocks. Each 
parish please collect these $. Make check payable to parish please collect these $. Make check payable to 
Domestic& Foreign Missionary Society and mark check Domestic& Foreign Missionary Society and mark check 
“ECW Jericho Road House Project.” Our goal is $1,000 “ECW Jericho Road House Project.” Our goal is $1,000 

to practice there, caring for his patients 
and their owners. For nine years, Dr. 
Witiak served on the Pennsylvania 
State Board of Veterinary Medicine and 
has published articles for the Journal 

of the American Veterinary Medical 
Association.

‘’I love being a veterinarian,’’ Witiak 
writes. “Then,” White says, “[in his 
books] he proceeds to show us why.”
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