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With our brothers and sisters in Kajo Keji
By TrIP TrEPAGNIEr

INSIDE EPISCOPAL LIFE
Episcopal Church involvement 
in Obama adminisration policy 
initiatives [1]… Diversity embraced 
in reorganization of Quincy 
diocese [3].. Birth of octuplets 
sparks debate about ethics [6]... 
Wrestling with the economy and 
the definition of “a meaningful job” 
[6]... Portrait of a slave woman 
unveiled at Philadelphia’s historic 
Christ Church ... and a look at 
manuscript illumination [16-17].

Please continue to pray for Bishop Paul. 
He is recuperating at home from open-
heart surgery. His doctors advised him to 
discontinue diocesan activities until May 1. 
You may express best wishes to Bishop 
Paul and Diana by cards to their home at 
561 Pine Top Trail, Bethlehem, PA 18017. 

news and commentary in three speeds
Fast ... spinning out almost daily
todaySpin is uploaded to the newSpin 
blog, www.diobeth.typepad.com. It’s a 
sprint.

Medium ... spinning out weekly
newSpin, the e-newsletter, is sent 
weekly (almost) to a large diocesan read-
only list, nearly 1,000 email addresses. 
It’s a jog, uploaded also to the newSpin 
blog. If you want your address added, 
tell Bill Lewellis, blewellis@diobeth.org.

Slow and steady ... catch-up
newSpin, the blog, www.diobeth.
typepad.com. It’s a slow and steady walk 
during which you may catch up with the 
sprinters and the joggers.

 the spinCycle

The Diocese of 
Bethlehem online

The Rev. Daniel Gunn, rector of St. Stephens Pro Cathedral, 
Wilkes-Barre, and Trip Trepagnier, chair of the World Mission 
Committee of the Diocese of Bethlehem, had the privilege of 
traveling in Kajo Keji during the last week of February.

The companion relationship between the dioceses of Bethlehem 
in Pennsylvania and Kajo Keji in southern Sudan is flourishing. In 
addition to funding the construction of schools and a college, the 
dioceses are participating at a more personal level.

Youth members of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity’s 
church school made greeting cards and a quilt for delivery to their 
companion parish in Romogi; they, in turn, received messages 
from the children of Romogi primary school. 

Palm crosses brought from Bethlehem were burned together 
with those from Kajo Keji and used at an Ash Wednesday service 
led by Father Daniel Gunn and the Rev. Samuel Pianile Alibe.

Palm crosses brought from Bethlehem were burned together 
with those from Kajo Keji and used at an Ash Wednesday service 
led by Father Daniel Gunn and the Rev. Samuel Pianile Alibe.

Christmas gifts purchased by Diocese of Bethlehem parishioners 
were distributed to an orphanage, the Mothers’ Union Training 
Center, primary schools and archdeaconries throughout the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji.

Prayers are offered weekly for members of the two dioceses.
Although we live many thousands of miles apart, the people of 

Kajo Keji and Bethlehem are one body in Christ.    See page A4-5

Grace Allentown and the neighborhood fire
Less than two months after the nave at Grace 

Allentown had been renovated to serve multi purposes, 
as though on schedule, a neighborhood fire displaced 
45 people (32 adults and 13 children). The fire 
destroyed an apartment building one block away from 
the church. At the time, volunteers at Grace’s food 
bank were finishing their Saturday morning ministry, 
about to leave. Instead, they began making lunch for 
displaced families, firemen and Red Cross volunteers. 
Later that day, dinner too was served.

That evening the church, in cooperation with the Red 
Cross, became an overnight shelter for the fire victims 
who had no family nearby.  Cots were set up in the nave of 
the church. Grace parishioners and Red Cross volunteers 
also served breakfast Sunday morning.

“Today, Grace Church was a clear witness to the 
presence in the world of the God we know in Christ,” 
said Grace rector Father Patrick Malloy. “In renovating 
our church, we wanted to create a space to express what 
we believe:  the liturgy, the spiritual disciplines, and the 
works of justice and charity are all one. The presence of 
those who take refuge in our church makes us ever more 
aware that the ground where we gather is holy ground.”

On Sunday morning at Eucharist, parishioners, a Red 
Cross executive and a few people displaced by the fire 
entered into conversation during the time a sermon would 
ordinarily be delivered. They spoke about how quickly the 
church was transformed into a shelter, including daytime 
hospitality, the preparation of meals and cots in the nave.
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The Paschal Mystery ... In the dying is the rising
By PATrICK MAllOy

The Triduum we will celebrate in 
2009 –– the three-day feast often called 
“the Paschal Mystery” that celebrates 
the passing of Jesus from life to death to 
glory and our share in the pattern of his 
life –– will not be like the Triduum we 
celebrated in 2008.

It was only one year ago, but the world 
was different then, so the three-day 
feast was different, too, than the one we 
celebrate this year.

It will not be the same, because we 
are not the same. The story most people 
tell about their lives and their world this 
year is not what we told just one year 
ago. Yet, the wonder of how God-in-
Christ passed from eternity into time, 
and from life into death, and from death 
into glory, has not changed. We have 
changed, our world has changed, but 
God remains.

The Triduum celebrates a dynamic that 
God revealed in Jesus. It is, at once, the 
dynamic of divine life and the dynamic 
of human life. Jesus, in his divinity, 
reveals that God forsakes everything 
for us mortals; and, when all is finished, 
God remains glorious. The human Jesus 
reveals that when mortals like us forsake 
everything for the sake of God, we share 
in God’s glory. The mystery is the same, 
whether we consider Jesus as the divine 
mortal or as the human God.

All of this goes entirely against the 
grain and defies logic. Death and life are 
opposites; they cannot be intertwined. 
Yet, the story of Jesus is that they are. 
Anyone who would be Jesus’ disciple 
must claim it as true, even if it seems 
impossible. 

This year more than last, our world 
is facing the death of so much. What 
can we, as disciples of the crucified yet 
risen Lord, say in the face of such loss? 
How can we declare to the world that, 
as the Lord has shown us, death can be a 
passage into glorious life?

We Christians must speak courage 
in the face of fear, hope in the face of 
despair. The story we tell across the 
Three Day is as true today as it was when 
first it unfolded in Jesus’ life. What looks 
like death can be life. Jesus is the proof.

Here are bits and pieces of what I 
wrote last year about the Triduum for 
Diocesan Life. 

Addicts speak of “hitting bottom” 
as if it were the greatest gift they had 
ever received.  Recognizing their own 
powerlessness, they simultaneously 
admit their need for a savior. They call 
it their “Higher Power.” 

What allows addicts to rejoice in the 
day they hit bottom is that only there 

did they finally find God. In the midst 
of the suffering is the salvation. In the 
midst of the loss is the gain.

In the sixth century, Venantius 
Fortunatus wrote a poem in honor of a 
supposed relic of the true cross. It has 
come into the Hymnal 1982 as The Royal 
Banners Forward Go. What Fortunatus 
captures so beautifully and so clearly 
is that, in the passing of Jesus from life 
through death into glory, grace was never 
absent. Never had God deserted the Son; 
rather, even in what seemed like tragedy, 
God’s saving hand was already at work. 
So the cross, rather than being ugly and 
shameful, an unfortunate part of the story 
better left behind, is instead a thing of 
beauty and honor. Already on the cross, 
Jesus’ glory had begun.

O tree of beauty, tree most fair,
Ordained those holy limbs to bear
Gone is thy shame, each crimsoned bough
Proclaims the king of glory now.

Some people think it odd, if not a 
bit macabre, that we Christians dangle 
crosses around our necks and hang them 
on our walls and mount them above our 
altars. They liken it to using miniature 
electric chairs as jewelry or art. What 
Christians see in the cross, however, 
is not the destruction of a life but its 
fulfillment; not defeat but triumph.

Fulfilled is all that David told
In true prophetic song of old:
How God the nations’ king should be,
For God is reigning from the tree.

The cross is not an electric chair. It is a 
throne.

As he gave 
himself to his 
disciples as 
fragile Bread and 
Wine; as he made 
himself their 
servant, stooping 
even to the 
task of washing 
their feet; as he 
knowingly and 
willingly allowed 
his betrayer to 
be free even if it 
meant his own 
death; as he 
stood clear and 
proud and strong 
before Pilate, 
Jesus was living 
the glorified life. 
Jesus is the glory of God made flesh; at no 
time in his earthly life was it so clear as 
during those last days. 

Every year, the church celebrates 
those days in a feast called “The Paschal 

Triduum.” It stretches from sundown on 
Maundy Thursday (which, according to 
the way the liturgical day is calculated, is 
actually the beginning of Good Friday) 
to sundown on Easter Sunday. The three 
24-hour days are, in fact, one liturgical 
day. They celebrate, not three distinct 
events, but one complex dynamic. 
They celebrate that the self-offering of 
God in Christ reveals God’s glory. The 
resurrection is but one facet of how the 
Divine Majesty is revealed.

What these liturgies (or, rather, this 
protracted liturgy) celebrate is a current 
reality, not something long past. That is 
because what we celebrate in those days 
is not just what happened to Jesus long 
ago or even who Jesus once was. It is 
what happens still, and who he is still. 
Always and forever, it is of God’s very 
nature to give the Divine Self for the 
sake of what God has made.

To do these liturgies so that they are 
experienced as one continuous event 
requires skill and effort. To celebrate 
them with a vigor and ritual fullness 
that can reveal the Mystery they 
contain demands deep understanding, 
focus, time, and a great deal of work. 
It is worth it. It is worth it because, to 
understand what this three-day-long 
day celebrates is to understand and to 
actually experience the God revealed in 
Christ. 

The 2009 Triduum will not be like the 
2008 Triduum.  The world has changed. 
We have changed. In the face of so 
much fear and the death of so much 
certainty, how can we celebrate that 

God’s life cannot 
be conquered 
no matter what 
else dies? How 
can we enact the 
wonderful and 
ancient rites of the 
Prayer Book so that 
we emerge from 
them knowing in 
our very bones 
that in the midst 
of the dying is the 
rising? How can we 
be strengthened 
to gracefully let 
go of what will be 
snatched from our 
hands, whether we 
are willing to let it 
go or not? Think 
of the economy. 

So much is slipping through our fingers. 
This is a hard, concrete fact. It is not a 
theological concept, and people cannot 
escape just how real it is. Can we 
proclaim the Divine pattern to them: 

from life to death to glory?
“Even at the grave,” the burial rite 

says, “we make our song: Alleluia.”  The 
Triduum 2009 brings us face-to-face with 
an essential question. Do we really sing 
Alleluia in the face of death, and mean 
it? Do we dare sing it at the edge of the 
grave and the foot of the cross? Are we 
certain –– with the fragile certainty of 
faith –– that in the dying is the rising 
and in the cross is the crown, and are we 
willing to stake our lives on it?  

Only if we are that daring is the 
Triduum worth celebrating. With such 
daring, we can live in the midst of death, 
confident that it conceals, thinly at 
best, new and glorious life, and that, by 
Baptism, the life is already ours.
Father Patrick Malloy is rector of Grace Allentown 
and author of Celebrating the Eucharist. The 
people of Grace Church invite members of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem whose parishes do not 
celebrate the Paschal Triduum to join them for the 
feast. The church will assemble at 7:30 on Maundy 
Thursday and Good Friday, and at 8:30 – after 
sundown – on Holy Saturday.
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Christophany Goes Green!
The DioBeth youth Council invites 6-12 graders in 

the Diocese of Bethlehem (and friends!) 
to our spring retreat, April 24-26

Watson Homestead retreat Center
Painted Post, Ny

(just past the northern tip of our diocese)
rock wall climbing * creative worship services

swimming * “green” rafts * hiking * yoga
resurrect your old t-shirt * mini-golf * hay rides

Canon Andy Gerns, rector of Trinity 
Easton and chair of the diocesan 
Evangelism Commission of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem, recently created Share 
the Bread as the blog of the Evangelism 
Commission.

“Bethlehem in Hebrew means house 
of bread and we croutons (as we have 
called ourselves on the Bethlehem 
of Pa interactive list) are committed 
to sharing Good News,” Gerns wrote 
online to introduce the new blog. “Our 
mission statement is Live God’s love: tell 
what you have seen and heard.”

The purpose of the blog is to enable 
readers to share and live God’s love by 
telling, showing and pointing to what we 
have seen and heard.

“We believe that every Christian 
is called to share Good News,” Gerns 
wrote. “Our job is to equip the equippers 
of the Diocese of Bethlehem –– the 
congregations, clergy and laity –– to 
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ in 
northeast Pennsylvania and all around 
the world.

Share the Bread will highlight both the 
work of the diocese in evangelism and 
also share ideas, resources, articles, news 
stories and discussion starters so that 
you blog readers may become a more 
proficient and eager sharer of the bread 
of life.

Our Commission’s mission statement 
is also a prayer, the collect for evangelism 
written by Bishop Paul Marshall.

Holy God, your Son called us to wrap 
the whole world in your saving embrace. 
By your Holy Spirit give us compassion, 
purpose and energy to invite into your 
Church those who do not yet know the 
transforming power of your love. We 
ask this through Him who has brought 
us from darkness to light, your Son, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
A related e-newsletter on ChurchPost, 

also called Share the Bread, will highlight 
articles, activities, tips and news of 
evangelism ministries within the diocese.

“One of our goals as the Evangelism 
Commission,” Gerns said, “is to bring 

timely, relevant and useful training 
and teaching on evangelism as close as 
possible to the congregations that need it. 
I think this blog and the accompanying 
newsletter will help us do that.”

Among the early posts on Share the 
Bread have been:

Beating the Boundaries, about the April 
25 Evangelism/Stewardship workshop 
with Terry Parsons.

I am Episcopalian, announcing the 
new Episcopal Church microsite 
containing short videos of people 
“sharing their deep, personal 
connections to the big, wide, vibrant 
church that we are.”

Kingston: a sign of faith, an account 
of the experience of the utilization of 
a digital billboard by Grace Church 
Kingston to advertise their church.

Unbinding the Gospel Project: At our 
Diocesan Convention 2008, the 
Evangelism Commission gave every 
parish and every priest a copy of the 
book, Unbinding the Gospel, with the 
goal that every parish undertake a 
study of that book. This item on the 
blog includes an update of the project 
and news of the interactive online 
group initiated by the project.

A Refreshing Welcome, a fun piece 
about how two New Orleans churches 
found a way to use their rest rooms 
to market their churches during this 
past Mardi Gras.

Church shopping in America: 
Americans comparison shop for 
churches. Most Americans can’t 
imagine finding a church any other 
way.

What is Evangelism? We tend to 
confuse the call and gift of evangelism 
with the techniques associated with 
it. This is for many our chief block to 
evangelism: confusing technique for 
content. We tend to turn something 
more into something less.

Share the Bread –Visit 
the new evangelism blog 

www.sharethebread.blogspot.com

Is the mission of the Church in the 
21st Century any different than the 
mission of Jesus Christ? He reached out 
to as many as he could, considering his 
human boundaries, offering a message 
of hope, fulfillment and comfort to 
those who were harried, hurting, and 
heartbroken (just like us!). He sent his 
disciples out to extend his reach, but 
even they could not meet everyone or 
fix everything.

The boundaries of any parish include 
all that is ordinary in God’s world. There 
is great prosperity and extreme poverty; 
there are people in good health and with 
devastating illness; there is great promise 
and dreadful fear. Just because all this 
may be within our parish boundary does 
not mean that we are in charge of it, 
but it does mean that we are responsible 
for responding to it, as best we are able. 
We are called to be present to the needs 
of the people with whom God has 
surrounded us in the place were God has 
entrusted us with his ministry.

Attend this workshop to gain new 
insights into the development of 
strategies for nurturing generosity, and 
for introducing Jesus Christ to those 
within our boundaries, sharing with 
them the presence and power God has 
given us.

Who should attend? •Clergy and 
lay leaders concerned with nurturing 
generous disciples, enhancing 
evangelism efforts and invigorating 
congregational development.•Parish 
Evangelism and Stewardship teams: 

Each parish is encouraged to send a team 
of five including the rector, and two 
members each of the parish evangelism 
and stewardship ministry teams. •People 
seeking a ministry in evangelism or 
stewardship.•People exploring new 
resources and sharpening skills for 
evangelism and stewardship ministry. 
•Diocesan evangelism and stewardship 
lay ministers growing in proficiency as 
trainers and/or consultants.

Why attend? •Be inspired by plenary 
presenters: Terry Parsons, program 
officer for Diocesan Services at the 
Episcopal Church Center in New York, 
and Bishop Paul Marshall. •Develop 
your knowledge: Learn how technology 
can be used to promote Evangelism and 
Stewardship. •Learn ways to discuss 
the tasks needed to do good evangelism 
and stewardship with your membership. 
•Discover ideas for growing churches 
your children and grandchildren 
will embrace. •Leave with h o p e 
that you can strengthen your 
mission of evangelism 
and stewardship.

This workshop 
is brought 
to you by the 
Evangelism & 
S t e w a r d s h i p 
c o m m i s s i o n s 
of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem, 
and hosted by the 
Cathedral Church  o f 
the Nativity.

Evangelism/Stewardship Workshop

Saturday, April 25 • 9:00 to 3:00 • lunch included
$10.00 per person •$30.00 per parish team of five ($5.00 per additional person)

Register online. Go to www.diobeth.org and click on 
“Register for Events Here” in the right hand column.

Beating the Boundaries
Mission in the 21st Century

Playing in Ten Thousand Places: Saying Yes to Holy Leisure
May 18-20, 2009. Christian Educators in Province III are invited to this annual spring 

retreat at the Bishop Claggett Center in Buckeystown, MD. Terri Lynn 
Simpson, spiritual director, retreat leader and assistant director of 

the Center for Prayer and Pilgrimage at the Washington National 
Cathedral, will lead retreatants in playing with story and liturgy, 
word and silence, community and solitude. Cost: $150. 

Go to www.province3ce.net for more information.
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With our brothers and sisters in Kajo Keji
The Rev. Daniel Gunn, rector of St. Stephens Pro Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, and Trip Trepagnier, chair of the World Mission 
Committee of the Diocese of Bethlehem, had the privilege of traveling in Kajo Keji during the last week of February. See 
Trip’s story on page one and Daniel’s reflection on page fiver.

Current Gaderu Prmary School and a new church 
built by Samaritan’s Purse, an international 
Christian relief and evengelism organization. 
By September 2009, Samaritan’s Purse plans to 
construct 39 Episcopal Churches in the Diocese of 
Kajo Keji. To date, Bishop Anthony has dedicated 
21 of them. Gaderu Primary School is scheduled 
to be rebuilt as a permanent structure by the New 
Hope Campaign.

A young boy plays with a soccer ball. Stephen Tomor and children outside the Bethlehem Tailors Training Center. Stephen serves as a  liaison 
with the Diocese of Bethlehem for funds distributed from New Hope.

Students at Gaderu Primary School display 
bracelets brought by Father Daniel Gunn from St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre.

Jerry cans, chairs, and bicycles are ready for 
distribution. Each primary school supported by 
the Diocese of Bethlehem received 15 Jerry cans, 
two plastic chairs, one desk, two jump ropes, two 
soccer balls and two basketballs. Bicycles were 
given to pastors and archdeacons throughout the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji.

Presents from the 12 Days of Christmas program are lined up at Dwani Primary School.

Trip Trepagnier presents quilt to Dean Edward Maku Modi.

Students at Romogi Primary School.

Students jump rope at Loopo Primary School.

Bishop Anthony knocks on the church door in the 
name of the Trinity.

Standing room only outside the newly dedicated 
church in Lubulu.

A4 diocesanlife             April 2009
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By DANIEl GuNN

Lent began early for me this year. 
Rather than being driven into the 
wilderness for this annual time of 
spiritual introspection, I was flown into 
our companion diocese of Kajo Keji. 
I do not intend to give the impression 
that the place is desolate or the people 
uncivilized. Rather, I reflect on what the 
experience of being with our brothers 
and sisters meant to me. It was a 
Lenten journey in which I found a new 
understanding to an old verse.  

Every aspect of our visit was meaningful 
and deserves to be reported.  The school 
construction is moving forward at a 
positive pace. The other projects that 
our diocese has undertaken have already 
or will soon bear much fruit. At times, 
especially at the orphanage, I was moved 
to tears to see the need and to witness 
the love and care of our Anglican 
companions. You have seen and you will 
likely see more about these in Diocesan 
Life. I want to take a moment, however, 
to focus on two activities in which we 
were privileged to participate: church 
dedications and the Ash Wednesday 
service.  One could be described as a 
journey out of the ashes while the other 
as a journey into the ashes.

On the Sunday and Tuesday of our visit, 
we were invited to participate in church 
dedication services at Tipere and Lubulu 
parishes respectively.  The churches were 
built by Samaritan’s Purse.  They intend to 
build some 40 churches for the Episcopal 
Diocese of Kajo Keji alone.  At the 
beginning of the dedication a representative 
from Samaritan’s Purse handed the keys to 
the building to Bishop Anthony. He gave 
them to the Archdeacon, who gave them 
to the pastor of the congregation.  After 
processing around the church three times 
in song and dance (unfortunately I could 
do neither), Bishop Anthony knocked on 
the doors that were opened from the inside 
by the pastor and we entered the church. 
The service of dedication followed.

This event was so important to 
me simply because they are opening 
churches. Many who had been in exile 
returned to their homeland to find their 
homes, schools, and churches destroyed, 
but like the ancient people of Israel they 
determined to rebuild. Congregations 
that had met under mango trees in the 
shadow of their war-ruined churches did 
not lose their faith.

Even though I was reared in an 
Evangelical tradition, I have always 
been a theological snob. I know well 
the history and theology of Samaritan’s 
Purse. For a long time I suspected their 
motives.  (It would take too long to 
detail my suspicions.) I say simply that 
my suspicions were largely wiped away as 
I stood witness to those two dedications. 
Upon returning home, I took some time 
to visit the Samaritan’s Purse website.  
During my Lenten wilderness journey 
my arrogant theological views were 
challenged as I witnessed our Anglican 
brothers and sisters receive the gift of 
a place to worship given to them by 
Samaritan’s Purse out of the ashes.  Yet 
after two joyful worship experiences in 
which we celebrated new life out of the 
ashes, we had two humbling worship 

experiences as we returned to the ashes.
Soon after we returned from the 

Tuesday church dedication we were 
notified of the time for the Shrove 
Tuesday events. As the sun set we took 
the short walk from the bishop’s residence 
to Canon Benaiah Poggo College. We 
joined the students sitting in a large 
circle. Bishop Anthony first addressed 
the students explaining that because 
of the years of war many Christian 
practices had been forgotten and fallen 
out of practice in the churches of the 
diocese.  Burning of the palms and Ash 
Wednesday were two such practices. He 
explained how important it was to revive 
these practices, teaching them first to 
the new pastors and then to the people. 
I was then given the opportunity to 
explain further. The students had many 
questions, so many that the discussion 

continued the next day at the college. 
Enveloped by darkness, we gathered 

in a large circle, mixing palms from both 
dioceses. As the fire turned the palms to 
ash the students sang a hymn. We then 
feasted on a freshly slaughtered goat.

On Ash Wednesday, we took another 
short walk to the Pro-Cathedral. Joined 
by about 100 Archdeacons, college 
students, and parishioners, we sang, read 
scripture, prayed, and finally mingled 
ashes from Bethlehem and Kajo Keji to 
be imposed on the faithful. For most, 
this was the first time ever to participate 
in this liturgy. For me, it was the high 
point of the week as well as the most 
humbling.  I was honored and privileged 
to touch the heads of my sisters and 
brothers, to celebrate with them this 
ancient Christian liturgy. It was in many 
ways as spiritually overwhelming as 
joining in the dedication of a church. I 
was humbled as I lived into the reality 
that I was ministering as a priest among a 
people who were rising out of the ashes. 
They were willing to reverently and 
penitently submit to being called dust.  

I walked in silence that morning 
from the Pro-Cathedral to the college. 

I looked back at the three columns that 
stood as a memorial to the church that 
was destroyed by war. I glanced across 
the cemetery behind the church ruins 
toward the saints who had died before, 
during and even after the war. I realized 
that on this day I walked among a 
faithful Christian people that had gone 
from ashes to ashes, and in some small 
way within the course of a day I had 
traveled with them.
The Rev. Daniel Gunn is rector of St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre.

Standing room only outside the newly dedicated 
church at Lubulu

My new understanding of ashes to ashes

Bishop Anthony Poggo and the Rev. Samuel 
Pianile Alibe at the dedication of St. Peter’s 
Tipere church. Over the next six months, 
Kajo Keji will dedicate 18 additional churches 
built by Samaritan’s Purse, a total of 39. 

Father Daniel Gunn imposes ashes on the forehead of Samuel Pianile Alibe during Ash Wednesday 
service at Romogi Pro-Cathedral.

On Shrove Tuesday, members of the dioceses of 
Kajo-Keji and Bethlehem had dinner at the Poggo 
College. Afterwards, palm crosses from the two 
dioceses were burned together to make ashes.

Bishop Anthony accepts the church keys from Adam, a representative of Samaritan’s Purse.

Parish youth, singing and dancing, lead the procession around the church.
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The Neighbor at Home

By THE rEV. ANNE E. KITCH
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Resources

Life Together, by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Christian Households: 
The Sanctification of Nearness, 

by Thomas E. Breidenhal

The Intentional Family: 
Simple Rituals to Strengthen Family Ties,

by William J. Doherty

One Like Jesus: 
Conversations on the Single Life, 

by Debra K. Farrington

Papa’s Legacy: 
The Growing of Grandchildren, 

by Joan Fleming

To Dance With God: 
Family Ritual and Community Celebration, 

by Gertrud Mueller Nelson

Bountiful Blessings, a consortium of communities 
of faith in Montrose, announced its annual program 
to provide a full Easter dinner for those in need 
in Susquehanna County. Individuals and families 
listed with Interfaith and other area agencies will be 
eligible for a dinner basket that includes a three or 
five-pound ham, vegetables, potatoes/macaroni and 
cheese, canned fruit, bread, and holiday candies. The 
baskets will be distributed on Wednesday, April 8.

“Last year we distributed 580 baskets,” noted Pastor 
Chuck Link of the Montrose First Presbyterian 
Church. “However, with the troubled economy and 
rising unemployment rates, we are planning for 700 
this year.” Three distribution sites will be available: 
St. Paul’s Montrose; St. Mark’s, New Milford; and, 
Christ Church, Forest City.

Scholars at local schools will collect nonperishable items. 
Elk Lake and Blue Ridge have signed on to contribute 
canned fruit, while the Montrose Area School District will 
collect canned vegetables. Both Forest City and Mountain 
View School Districts are collecting macaroni and cheese, 
whereas Susquehanna Community School District will 
supply boxed potatoes. Collection bins are available at 
several locations around Montrose. 

Father Charles Cesaretti, priest-in-charge at 
St. Paul’s, is charged with raising the $7,000 to 
cover the anticipated costs. “Not a problem,” he 
thought. “We had a generous outpouring of funds 
last Easter, and I think we will find it even more so 
this year. I have found that individuals, groups, and 
businesses in our county are receptive to helping 
meet the needs of their neighbors. The community 
commitment to the program is obvious. We have 
already received donations for about 10% of the 
needed amount.”

“I agree,” chimed in Dee Butler of Holy Name of 
Mary RC Church. “I believe that our community 
knows the great need that exists in our county. I 
think our churches have demonstrated their long 
and effective participation in meeting local basic 
human needs, and our donors know that every 
penny they contribute goes to the needy.”

Those wishing to contribute to the Easter Dinner 
Basket Project may send a check to St. Paul’s Church, 
60 Church St., Montrose, PA 18801-0314, payable 
to “St. Paul’s Outreach” with the notation “Bountiful 
Blessing 2009” in the memo line. “We take cash, 
too,” quipped Father Cesaretti.

Northern Tier churches will prepare 
700 Easter dinners for needy

Bountiful Blessings, a consortium of Susquehanna churches and county agencies, prepares for Easter dinner distribution on April 
8, the fourth annual Easter Dinner for needy families and individuals in Susquehanna County.

At the end of the baptismal rite in our 
tradition, the congregation welcomes 
the newly baptized by saying, “We 
receive you into the household of God.” 
Since this rite takes place most often in 
the midst of the church during regular 
Sunday morning worship, it can be easy 
to fall into the error of equating a church 
building or a particular congregation 
as the household of God. But when 
we welcome the newly baptized, 
adults and children alike, we are not 
welcoming them to a church building 
or a congregation or even a particular 
denomination. The household of God is 
vast. 

Likewise, our Christian life, our life of 
faith, is not lived within the confines of 
a church building or our congregation 

or a particular denomination (as much 
as any of us love the Episcopal Church). 
Rather our households are a much more 
frequently the playing field for our life 
of faith. How do we live a life of faith 
everyday in the home?

As we strive to become more 
and more the people God 
created us to be, it is toward 
those who are closest to us 
that we have the greatest 
opportunity to practice 
Christian nurture. The 
central ethical grounding 
of our faith is the summary 
of the law as given by 
Jesus: to love God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul and 
with all your mind, and to love your 
neighbor as yourself (Matthew 22:37-
39). In his book, Christian Households: 
the Sanctification of Nearness, Episcopal 
Bishop Thomas Breidenthal reminds 
us that a neighbor is one who is nigh, 
or near. Who is nearer to us than the 
person we have to share the bathroom 
with every morning? How do we choose 

to be loving, day by day, toward those 
closest to us?

One of the ironies of human life is that 
it is easy to ignore what is closest to us. 
We can take for granted the people we 
see most often, and cease to see them. 
We forget to say “please” and “thank 

you” around the dinner table. 
We no longer romance the one 
we love because we see her or 
him everyday. We are so busy 
trying to keep all the balls in 
the air we leave our family 
life on auto-pilot. It is easy 

for households to lose focus on 
living together, for members to 

drift apart from each other.
Sometimes paying attention to what 

is right in front of us can be enough to 
get us back on course. Our households 
can be holy places, when we can honor 
the sacred in the ones nearest us.  A 
household that sanctifies nearness is 
one that has a sense of permanence, 
honors the equality of each member, and 
upholds nonviolence.  Such a household 
practices generosity, hospitality and 

nurture among its members and offers 
these qualities to the world at large. And 
like any faith practice, such a household 
is always a work in progress. But what 
great work to be engaged in!

What is Christian unity? What 
would it look like if we had it?  On 
Wednesday, May 13, The Rev. 
Maria Tjeltveit will explore these 
questions in her presentation, One 
in Christ? at the annual meeting 
of our diocesan Episcopal Church 
Women at Kirby House. Maria is 
rector of Mediator Allentown and 
serves the Diocese of Bethlehem as 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Officer. 
She will lead an exploration of the 
ecumenical movement, including 

dialogues on the national and 
international level as well as in our own parishes. This is an 
opportunity to learn and to share our experiences of working 
together and connecting with our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. Jesus prayed that “they all may be one.” Come find out 
how we, as women and as members of the body of Christ, seek 
to live out Christ’s prayer.

Send reservation, $12, to Catherine Jeffery, 1839 Ulster 
Road, Allentown, by May 1. No reservations accepted after 
this deadline. Call Catherine at 610-868-6682

The Rev. Maria Tjeltveit grew up as a missionary child 
in Japan. Before seminary she worked with senior citizens 
as a Volunteer for Mission in West Virginia. She studied 
at Yale Divinity School, where Episcopal formation takes 
place within an ecumenical context. Ordained in 1986, she 
served churches in the dioceses of West Virginia, Virginia, 
and Newark before becoming rector of the Episcopal Church 
of the Mediator in 1999. She has been involved in social 
ministry which has often taken place in ecumenical or 
interfaith contexts. She is the Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Officer for the diocese, and serves on the Moravian-Episcopal 
Dialogue for the national church. Her congregation was in a 
covenant relationship with a Presbyterian, Roman Catholic, 
and Lutheran church, and is now in a new relationship with 
two Lutheran churches, a United Methodist church, and a 
United Church of Christ church in the neighborhood. She is a 
member of the Institute for Jewish-Christian Understanding’s 
Colloquy group of Christian and Jewish clergy. She chairs the 
Homeless Supportive Services Support Committee for the 
Lehigh County Conference of Churches.

Maria is married to Alan Tjeltveit, a professor of Psychology 
at Muhlenberg College. Alan had been a Norwegian Lutheran 
before becoming an Episcopalian. They have two children, 
William, 10, and Anna, 8.

One in Christ? Presentation 
at ECW annual meeting 
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planAhead

March 28: Diocesan Training for 
Ministry, St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre
March 29: Organ recital, St. Stephen’s 
Wilkes-Barre
March 31: Archdeacon’s visit to        
St. Peter’s Tunkhannock, 6:00 p.m.
April 2: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 
Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. 
April 5: Palm Sunday
April 7: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
April 8: Clergy Bible Study II,             
St. Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
April 11: Easter Vigil, Bishop Jack 
at St. Stephen’s Wilkes-Barre
April 14: Clergy Bible Study III,         
St. Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
April 19: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Trinity Mt. Pocono
April 21: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Anne’s Trexlertown, 6:00 p.m.
April 24-26: Christophany Goes 
Green, grades 6-12. See page A3.
April 25: Diocesan Evangelism/
Stewardship Conference at the 
Cathedral. See page A3.
April 26: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Anne’s Trexlertown
April 29: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Grace Allentown, 6:00 p.m.
May 3: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Grace Allentown
May 3: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Mediator Allentown

May 5: Archdeacon’s visit to Christ 
Church Towanda, 6:00 p.m.
May 12: Clergy Day
May 13: Diocesan ECW annual 
meeting, Kirby House. Program: One in 
Christ? by The Rev. Maria Tjeltveit.
May 15: Incorporated Trustees, 10:00, 
Cathedral Bethlehem
May 17: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Christ Church Towanda
May 17: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
All Saints Lehighton
May 19: Pre General Convention 
meeting, Cathedral, Bethlehem
May 21: Feast of the Ascension, Bishop 
Paul at St. Thomas Morgantown
May 26: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Joseph Pen Argyl, 6:00 p.m.
May 27: Pre General Convention 
meeting, Epiphany Clarks Summit
May 31: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Trinity Easton
May 31: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity
June 2: Pre General Convention 
meeting, St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
June 2: Archdeacon’s visit to St. Mary’s 
Wind Gap, 6:00 p.m.
June 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul to St. 
Joseph’s Pen Argyl
June 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Christ Church Stroudsburg
June 11: Corpus Christi, Bishop Jack at 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
June 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Mary’s Wind Gap
June 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack to 
Grace Honesdale
June 14: Clergy/Spouse Dinner, Good 
Shepherd Scranton, 5:00 p.m.
June 16: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Luke’s Scranton, 6:00 p.m.

In the Diocese of Bethlehem
www.diobeth.org
April 5: Church of the Redeemer, 
Sayre,, The Rev. Andrea Baldyga, priest-
in-charge, www.redeemersayre.org

April 12: The Episcopal Church 
Women of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
Marlene Hartshorne, president

April 19: Calvary Church, Tamaqua, 
The Rev. Robert K. Gildersleeve, 
priest-in-charge

April 26: St. Mark’s Church, 
Moscow, The Rev. Earl P. Trygar Sr., 
rector, www.stmarksmoscow.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
April 5: The clergy and people of 
The Church in the Province of the 
West Indies

April 12: The clergy and people of 
Province 1 of the Episcopal Church

April 19: The clergy and people of 
Province 2 of the Episcopal Church.

April 26: The clergy and people of 
Province 3 of the Episcopal Church

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
April 5: Motongo Parish,      
The Rev. Chaplin Wori

April 12: Mundari Parish,                   
The Rev. Emmanuel Muye  
The Rev. Mikaya Loguli   
The Rev Alice Gune

April 19: Pasiki Parish,                   
The Rev. Cosmas Lobur Yusto

April 26: Pomoju Girls Secondary 
School, The Rev. John Mono                     
Pray for our Diocesan Mission: 
Holy God, your Son called us to 
wrap the whole world in your saving 
embrace. By your Holy Spirit, give 
us compassion, purpose and energy 
to invite into your church those who 
do not yet know the transforming 
power of your love. We ask this 
through Him who has brought us 
from darkness to light, your Son, our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.
Pray for our New Hope Campaign 
for a New Sudan and the Needy in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania.
Pray for the reception of the ministry 
of all ordained persons throughout 
the Anglican Communion.
Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, Afghanistan, Sudan, 
Northern Ireland and Iraq. Pray for 
peace in our hearts and throughout 
the world.
Pray for all places in conflict... the 
peacemakers and the peacekeepers, 
the victims of starvation, the victims 
of natural disasters, and those 
dedicated to their relief.
Pray for the Diocese of Swaziland in 
Africa, Bishop Meshack Mabuza and 
the Diocesan AIDS Ministry.
Pray for relief workers and grief 
counselors.

June 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Paul’s Montrose
June 23: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
James Dundaff, 6:00 p.m.
June 28: Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Luke’s Scranton
July 5: Visitation of Bishop Paul to St. 
James Dundaff
July 8-17: General Convention of   
The Episcopal Church, Anaheim, CA.
July 25-Aug. 1: Sr. High Mission Trip, 
to help the Diocese of Louisiana rebuild 
lives and homes destroyed by hurricanes 
Katrina and Gustav.
Nov. 9-12: Visit of Presiding Bishop 
Katharine Jefferts Schori to the Diocese 
of Bethlehem.

***********

Scott Bader-Saye accepts faculty post at Seminary of the Southwest

“With not a little sadness,” Diocese 
of Bethlehem Archdeacon Howard 
Stringfellow wrote late in February, “I 
need to announce that Scott Bader-
Saye has accepted the post of Professor 
of Christian Ethics and Moral Theology 
at the Seminary of the Southwest in 
Austin, Texas, and that Demery Bader-
Saye, Missioner for Youth in the Diocese, 
will leave her post this summer.

“The Bader-Sayes are members of 
Peacemeal, an emerging Episcopal 
community in Scranton.  They have 
three sons. Demery will have served 
five years as Missioner for Youth in 
June. She has reshaped the youth 

ministries in the Diocese 
and has successfully 
guided Christophany, 
Happening, The Bishop’s 
Day with Youth, EYE, 
and the Senior High 
Mission Adventures. Her 
leadership will be missed 
and difficult to replace. 
Scott holds degrees 
from Davidson, Yale, 
and Duke.  Presently he 
is Associate Professor 
of Theology at the 
University of Scranton, 
a Jesuit school. While 

it is sad to announce their departure, I 
am heartened by the certainty that their 
ministries will flourish and that many 
exciting opportunities await them.”

Dr. Bader-Saye, who will begin 
teaching at his new post during the 
2009-10, has taught in the University 
of Scranton’s theology/religious studies 
department since 1997. He joined that 
faculty after earning the Ph.D. degree 
from Duke University. He majored in 
theology and ethics and minored in 
New Testament and Literature at Duke. 
Professor Bader-Saye received the B.A. 
cum laude from Davidson College and 

the M.Div. summa cum laude from Yale 
Divinity School.

    He has been active in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Bethlehem and the 
community of Scranton. Dr. Bader-Saye 
and Mother Demery were founders and 
members of Peacemeal, a ministry of the 
diocese, and coordinated FreeSpace, a 
monthly ministry of Peacemeal to the 
poor and homeless of Scranton. He 
served for two years on the diocesan 
renewal and evangelism commission 
and was co-director and music leader for 
annual diocesan youth retreats. 

He has written two books – Following 
Jesus in a Culture of Fear and Church and 
Israel After Christendom. The range of his 
other publications is wide – numerous 
chapters in other books and journal 
articles, a 2008 interview with Religion 
News Service, and numerous articles 
published in Christian Century.

Co-chair of the Scriptural Reason 
Section of the American Academy of 
Religion, Professor Bader-Saye returned 
to Yale Divinity School last year to 
present a lecture on “Are We Safe 
Yet? Vulnerability and Security in an 
Anxious Age.”

Do you know you can pay your 
pledge or make other contributions 
to your parish or diocesan community 
programs online from your checking/
savings account or credit card? Click 
on Donate Now on the right hand 
column of www.diobeth.org, the 
website of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

***********
Forty-four churches in the Diocese 

of Bethlehem have websites.
***********

We live in an age when one risks being 
locked up as psychotic for claiming that 
God communicates; yet, in one way or 
another, that is what happens –– at least 
when we learn to listen. Deep within us 
the Spirit breathes. We are invited to 
enter those depths. God heals us, gives 
us more than we can ask or imagine, and 
enables us to become agents of change 
in an unjust, painful and starving world. 
Such transformation can be frightening 
–– and life giving.   [From “Why Do 
Churches Exist?” January 2002, in 
Bishop Paul Marshall’s book “Messages 
in the Mall: Looking at Life in 600 
Words or Less”]

April 2009 diocesanlife             A7

 www.diobeth.org      live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org

prayFor



Writing Icons ... from New Hope to Bangor
By DAVID HOWEll

Icons, long associated with Catholic 
and Orthodox churches, have sparked 
interest among Episcopalians for their 
beauty and their venerable tradition. 

David Palmer currently has icons 
on display at Totts Gap Arts Institute 
near Bangor. All are in the Russian 
style except one that follows Ethiopian 
practice. Although they can be displayed 
as works of art, for iconographers their 
work has a deeper meaning, as Palmer 
writes:

“Not intended to be a mere picture, 
the icon is a stylized sacramental sign, 
an integral aspect of the Orthodox 
Christian spiritual path. While the 
icon emphatically is not thought to 
be the reality it signifies, believers 
customarily reverently kiss icons, and 
pray before them. The icon is viewed as 
a ‘window to the Divine,’ serving as an 
earthly point of contact with the sacred 
person represented. They are reminders 
of particular things we need to think 
about.” 

Each icon has a meaning for Palmer. 
For example, his work on the Holy 
Trinity represents hospitality, while his 
Christ of Silence means wisdom.  

In display, Palmer’s icons draw you 
in with their bright colors, and a deep 
spiritual glow that seems to radiate from 
them. But they are created for churches 
or individual use, not art galleries. “Most 
of the time, you are not close to an icon,” 
said Palmer. “They tend to have less 
detail and bold colors.” In earlier times 
they were often seen by candlelight. 

Palmer uses acrylics instead of the 
traditional egg tempra base mixed with 
pigments, which needs to be made fresh 
every one to three days. For the haloes 
around the heads of holy personages, he 
uses gold leaf, a material that is so thin 
that it sticks to your fingers when you try 
to pick it up, if it does not disintegrate 
altogether when you touch it.

His icons are painted or “written” on 
wood with an orange base. The layers of 

paint are so thin that at certain points 
you can see through them.

Icon painters follow rules that might 
seem restrictive to many contemporary 
artists. They use pre-designed patterns 
instead of creating their own images. 
Each picture and color represents 
something. The symbolism has been 
developed over the centuries. 

For Palmer, making icons combines 
his religious and art training. He 
received his Bachelor’s degree in Art 
from Wilkes University of Wilkes-Barre 
and his Master’s degree in Theology from 
Drew University of Madison, NJ. He is 
retired as Director of Exhibitions at The 
Newark Museum and is the co-owner of 
the Arrowheart Inn of Bangor.

The Rev. Peter Pearson, with whom 
Palmer has studied and exhibited, is 
an iconographer and priest-in-charge 
at Saint Philip’s Episcopal Church in 
New Hope. Canonically resident in 
the Diocese of Bethlehem, he is the 
author of A Brush with God – An Icon 
Workbook (Morehouse 2005). The book 
explains the techniques of painting and 
the spiritual aspects of iconography. A 
sequel will soon be published.

Pearson said we are used to works 
where “it is all about the artists. It’s hard 
for Americans to follow a set pattern. 
We like to tinker with things. We don’t 
realize it’s not about us. With icons, there 
is a core that doesn’t change. You don’t 
make it up. It’s part of a bigger tradition.” 

He feels that icons fill a gap in modern 
worship. “Protestant churches can have 
a barren environment; that doesn’t work 
for some people anymore. Some people 
think in pictures. In the West, we have 
really gotten into the printed word. We 
have rejected picture images for word 
images.”

He said icons “are springing up 
everywhere.” Along with Episcopal 
churches, he notes usage in Methodist, 
Lutheran, Presbyterian, Quaker, and 
United Church of Christ congregations. 
“They are used in Taize services to create a 
mood, or in meditation or worship spaces. 
They are visually very peaceful, and 
emotionally different from anything else.”

Pearson thinks of creating icons as a 
spiritual journey. At the beginning of 
chapter one of A Brush 
with God, he writes: 
“Icons challenge our 
perception of what 
is real. They help us 
understand that our 
perceptions are often 
elusive and illusory.” 

“They work on 
you when you work 
on them,” he said. 
“Some people have 
told me that God has 
called them to make 
icons.” Whatever 
reason people work 
on them, he said, 
“It doesn’t matter 
where you start; it’s 
where you end up.” 
The ending can be 
the culmination of a 
journey of discovery.

David Palmer’s 
icons are on display 

through April 12 at Totts Gap Arts 
Institute, 1494 Totts Gap Road, Bangor, 
PA, 610-588-5817, www.tottsgap.com. 
Call for viewing or email arts@tottsgap.

com. The Institute offers classes in 
arts (fine arts and craft), dance, music, 
theater and writing.
Dave Howell is a member of Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Bethlehem.

Peter Pearson will lead icon painting workshops/retreats at Fatima Renewal 
Center, Dalton (near Scranton) July 5-10 for beginners and July 12-17 for 
advanced. He combines the ancient disciplines of Byzanine iconography with 
a combination of ancient and modern mediums to create image of ageless 
beauty as well as spiriual depth. Find details at his colorful website, www.
nb.net/~pearson. A webpage about a show that included both Pearson and 
Palmer may be accessed at www.gallerywalk.org/Icons.html.

A8 diocesanlife             April 2009

 www.diobeth.org      live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard    www.diobeth.org


