
The Rev. Margaret Helen Merrell  
 
The Rev. Margaret Helen Merrell, 85, a priest of the Diocese of Bethlehem, died April 
16.  
 
Born Nov. 5, 1921, in Buffalo, N.Y., she spent most of her early years in Susquehanna 
County. She was the granddaughter of the late Dr. Albert Merrell, formerly of Hallstead, 
and the daughter of the late Albert Lynn and Ruth Merrell, formerly of Montrose.  
 
A pioneering woman Marine and Episcopal priest, the Rev. Merrell served as rector of 
Susquehanna County Ministry, composed of the parishes of Christ Church, Susquehanna, 
and St. Mark's, New Milford, from 1979 to the mid-1990s. She was the first woman to 
serve as rector in the Diocese of Bethlehem. Prior to her illness a few years ago, she 
continued to serve as organist at Christ Church.  
 
After some 20 years of faithful service to the Episcopal Church as a layperson, she was 
ordained a deacon in 1973 and a priest in 1977 in Wyoming. She was the first woman to 
be ordained an Episcopal priest in the state of Wyoming.  
 
After volunteer work in her home parish of St. Paul's in Montrose, she went to Fort 
Yukon, Alaska, in 1956, as secretary-treasurer for an Episcopal Church-operated hospital, 
and later spent seven years in Fairbanks as secretary to the bishop of Alaska.  
 
She accepted a call in 1966 to St. Michael's Mission on the Wind River Indian 
Reservation in the Diocese of Wyoming as a lay missionary. She was ordained a deacon 
while serving in Wyoming and named vicar-in-charge of the Shoshone Episcopal 
Mission, Fort Washakie, Wyo., to continue her ministry with the Shoshone and Arapahoe 
Indians who shared the reservation.  
 
The Rev. Merrell graduated from the Eastman School of Music with a bachelor's degree 
in music during World War II. After her graduation, she was one of the first women to 
enlist in the Marine Corps, where she was assistant leader of the U.S. Marine Corps 
Women's Reserve Band. She was an accomplished clarinetist and organist.  
 
She is survived by many cousins. She was also preceded in death by a brother, Richard 
Churchill Merrell, during World War II.  
 
A memorial service will be held June 2 at 11 a.m. at Christ Church. Arrangements have 
been entrusted to the Bartron-Myer Funeral Home Inc., Montrose. For more information 
or directions, go to www.bartronmyerfuneralhome.com. She will be buried in the family 
plot in Montrose Cemetery after the memorial service.  
 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Memorial Fund at Christ 
Church, P.O. Box 222, West Main St., Susquehanna, 18847; the Memorial Fund at St. 
Mark's Church, P.O. Box 406, New Milford, 18834; or, the ASPCA, Humane Society of 

http://www.bartronmyerfuneralhome.com/


Susquehanna County, P.O. Box 485, Montrose, 18801.  
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