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Banner bearing the image of the suffering 
Christ. Together we mourned the death of 
Christ, contemplated life in his absence, 
and rejoiced in the hopeful Easter light of 
his resurrection. 

Fifty-five junior and senior high youth 
and twelve adults gathered on the last 
weekend of April for Christophany in 
the Springtime, a three day retreat in cel-
ebration of the life, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus. 

Blue skies and the lush green landscape 
of Spruce Lake Retreat in Canadensis 
(Monroe County) was the backdrop for 
the Triduum journey. 

Together we mourned the death of 
Christ, contemplated life in his absence, 
and rejoiced in the hopeful Easter light 
of his resurrection. 

On what was for us Holy Saturday we 
found comfort, joy and strength in the 
gift of the other, remembering Jesus’ call 
to community. 

Teens and adults broke off into Disciple 
Groups which journeyed through the day. 

They discovered courage and teamwork 
on a high ropes element called the power 
swing. They found purpose in the ser-
vice of others as they assembled duffle 
bags with personal notes for foster chil-
dren. They claimed the beauty and con-
nection of prayer in the art shack where 
they painted linen prayer mats. They re-
joiced in the blissful release of laughter in 
an improv session patterned after the tele-
vision show, “Whose Line is it Anyway?” 

A late afternoon scavenger hunt brought 
the groups back together when the prize 
of four banner pieces connected to form 
the image of the face of Christ (image to 
the right). The banner and the traditional 
Christophany dove, on loan to us from 
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, became 
central elements of Sunday worship. 

Claire Pinches (left) and Connie Castanzo (right), both of 
Epiphany, Clarks Summit, walk the prayer labyrinth at sunset. 

Photo by Barbara Gessner Allison Duckloe (Cathedral Church of the Nativity) and Steve Sacks (Christ, 
Reading), at the stations of life activity, hold cubes of ice in their hands as they 
contemplate what it means to wait for suffering to end. 
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Fifty-five junior and 
senior high youth and 
twelve adults gathered on the last weekend of April for 
Christophany in the Springtime, a three day retreat 
in celebration of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. 

– continued on page 2 

Diocesan Life, June 2006 



Father Patrick Malloy presided over the Good Friday liturgy. 
Church of the Redeemer senior Theo Lentz gave a wise and gentle 

talk on losing and finding Christ at the Easter 
Vigil on Saturday night. 

At Sunday morning’s Easter liturgy, I gave 
my first wordless sermon, using a slideshow of 
photographs I chose and set to the music of 
Chris Rice’s song, Hallelujahs. Visual and au-
dible offerings mingled to proclaim the truth 
and power of the resurrection in the everyday 
miracles of creation. 

Other highlights of the weekend included 
morning hikes and yoga, a Friday evening Sta-
tions of the Cross slideshow (on loan to us by 
its creator, Peacemeal’s Josh Frank) followed 
by five “life stations” designed to help us ac-
knowledge the very real presence of suffering 
and death in our own lives. 

Saturday evening’s sunset walk through the 
prayer labyrinth provided quiet (though still 
communal) time to think and connect with God 
in prayer. 

In a foreshadowing of the heavenly banquet 
feast, we reveled together in a delicious Sun-
day noon buffet. 

Youth participants shared their gifts freely, 
bringing instruments to play during free and 
group time, rehearsing and singing anthems 
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(left to right in front) Nikki Keklak (St. Mark’s, New Milford), Nicole 
Strockoz (Calvary, Tamaqua), Marianne Sheehan (Good Shepherd/St. John 
the Evangelist, Milford), Brittany Radcliffe (Good Shepherd/St. John the 
Evangelist, Milford), Emily Decatur (St. John’s, Hamlin) (left to right in 
back) Talia Pankratz (Christ, Stroudsburg), Theo Lentz (Redeemer, Sayre), 
and Rachel Waters (Trinity, Carbondale) hang out together before the Easter 
Eucharist Sunday morning. 

(clockwise from top) Carl Kolepp (Cathedral Church of the Nativity), Talia Pankratz 
(Christ, Stroudsburg), Claire Pinches (Epiphany, Clarks Summit), Erika Pankratz (Christ, 
Stroudsburg), Marianne Sheehan (Good Shepherd/St. John the Evangelist, Milford), Connie 
Castanzo (Epiphany, Clarks Summit), Stefani Pankratz (Christ, Stroudsburg), Rachel 
Waters (Trinity, Carbondale) and Steve Sacks (Christ, Reading) prepare to enjoy the banquet 
feast in the sunroom after the Easter liturgy. 
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(Voice of Truth made popular by the group Casting 
Crowns and Here I am to Worship made popular by 
Michael W. Smith), reading scripture and prayers 
throughout the weekend, and hamming it up for one 
another improv-style. 

I am deeply grateful for those who contributed 
gifts of all kinds to make the weekend so rich with 
good things. 

To Father Malloy and Josh Frank, to our eleven 
adult sponsors (Brian Gordon, Ed Gamber, Bill 
Kreuger, Emily Rancier, Scott Bader-Saye, Joyce 
Anderson, Margaret Cole, Barb Gessner, Jo and 
Brian Goldberg, and Lisa Maynard), and to the 
parishes who appointed folks to buy for, set up, 
serve and clean up meals (Christ Church, 
Stroudsburg, St. John’s, Hamlin and Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity) – many, many thanks. 

The diocesan youth and adult council which 
dreamed up such a creative weekend deserves much 
appreciation. 

Finally, a special thanks to all of the youth who 
participated – for your willingness to try a new 
thing, for your energy and your contagious joy. 

See you soon at Bishop’s Day with Youth, at Spruce 
Lake, on July 15. There’s a registration form on page 
A7 of the June edition of Diocesan Life. Please come 
and bring a friend. 
The Rev. Demery Bader-Saye, dbader-saye @diobeth.org, 
is missioner for youth for the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
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