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From the Rector –  

 
Easter was glorious this year - it always is!  I am an ‘Easter kinda guy.’  I see new life 

around me all the time and endlessly give thanks to God for his joyous and glorious creation.   
 And I see new life here at Epiphany, too.  I am constantly amazed at the depth of talent 
and enthusiasm in this wonderful parish - and I give thanks to God daily for the privilege of 
being called to be your Rector.  We have so much potential - for growth and for doing the Lord’s 
work in the world.  Actually, doing the latter will accomplish the former! 
 Churches that grow are churches that are active in ministry and mission - it is just that 
simple.  Churches that shrink are those that simply sit still and enjoy the present, which is 
incredibly tempting to do.  Epiphany, with its large endowment, can just sit still and enjoy the 
moment - we are debt free, have a beautiful facility and healthy programs.  The problem is that 
we are not paying our way and as recent market reversals have demonstrated, the health of our 
endowment is not something we can take for granted.   
 So I will keep talking about money - no one likes that, sorry!  And I will also keep 
pushing us to get involved in ‘hands on ministry,’ because I am convinced that getting face to 
face with the people God loves will change our lives and build passion in us.  And I am also 
convinced that it takes passion to generate growth.  People want to be a part of a passionate 
group of people, and as Epiphany lives into its vision, we will attract more people to Christ’s 
church in Glenburn. 
 Last Fall we developed a vision statement.  In a day long conversation about Epiphany, 
what we loved about it, what we are good at, and with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we 

concluded that we are ‘God’s heart and hands in the Abingtons.’  That is an ideal we 

can strive for - an open-ended inclusive kind of dream, and one that excites me very much. 
 We talked about that vision and how to live into it at our recent Vestry Retreat.  We 
brain-stormed about our gifts and how we can share them with our community and the world as 
we worshiped together and shared meals.  With the help of Jus Hoyt and Jody Post, our senior 
and junior warden, we carefully collated these ideas and came to a list of excellent priorities to 
focus on in the next few years. 
 We want to share the strengths we have with our community, and we focused on youth, 
young family challenges, strengthening our own community through neighborhood groups, 
‘owning’ our pygmy ministry, and going on multi-generational mission trips.  This is only a brief 
summary - we will be sharing all of this soon in ‘town meetings’ and home visits this year. 
 What made me rejoice was the unity and passion and energy our Vestry brought to this 
effort!  We are a parish poised on the edge of ‘new life,’ through developing our current joys and 
passions and skills - God has great plans for us. 
 This was wonderfully summarized in our new Mission Statement which you can read in 
this Newsletter.  Special thanks go to the women on our Vestry who worked to develop this and 
to Charlie Pinches who summarized their efforts so skillfully.  Please read it and give thanks. 
 New life - we are Easter people, thanks be to God.  It shows! 
 
 Fr Craig 
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The Mission of the Church of Epiphany 
To worship God, to love, care and pray for one another, and to be the 

Body of Christ in the world. 
 

The Church of the Epiphany is . . . . 
• Called to worship God 

o Through the weekly celebration of Eucharist, and the office 
of morning prayer 

o In the liturgy passed down from Christians before us, with 
participation of all the people, especially our young acolytes 

o By raising our voices in song and praise, corporately, and in 
our special choirs 

o By gathering in our gifts, the fruits of our daily labor   
 

• Called to love, care and pray for one another 
o By our connection to one another by neighborhood groups 

where the joys and concerns of daily life can be known, 
shared and addressed 

o In our commitment to form one another in the practices of 
prayer and Bible study   

o In our concern to welcome newcomers into the life of our 
parish 

o Through our work to educate our youth and adults in the 
teachings of the Christian faith 

 

• Called to be the Body of Christ in the world. 
o Through our ministry to the Batwa Pygmies in Southwest 

Uganda 
o In our concern for the youth of our community  
o By our TEAM approach to the needs of local individuals and 

families in need 
o Through our intergenerational mission trips to share with 

others different from ourselves who are in need 
  

Article about Episcopalians raised in other faiths 
 

Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister for our Diocese, is writing an article about the fact that so many 
Episcopalians were raised in other churches. If you would like to share your background, please call 
the office 570-563-1564 or, better still, send us an e-mail at cote@epix.net and tell us where you 
started. Even if you have never ‘officially’ joined, let us know. And if you would like to share your 
personal story with Canon Lewellis, let us know that too. Thanks! 
From Fr. Craig
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Family Intercessions 
 

April 6 ~ Dan & Jan Ranlet; Walter & Barbara Redel & 
Thomas; Ken & Letha Reinheimer & Kenneth III; Carl & Kay 
Reynolds; Kenneth & Mary Rhodes, Anthony & William 

April 13 ~ Bruce Rivera; John & Linda Rogers & Hallena; 
Diane Roland, Kelly & Kathleen; Dean & Janet Ross; Robert 
Ross Jr. 

April 20 ~ William & Amy Rowe, Michael & James; Mary 
Rozelle; Don & Cathy Ryan & Andy; Thomas & Lisa 
Samuelsen, Kirsten, Brian, Kietryn & Britney; Eleanor 
Saunders 

April 27 ~ Nancy Naylor & Sydney; Butch & Mary Jo Schmaltz, 
Steven & Katrina; William & Maryla Scranton; Joseph & Lisa 
Shovlin, Ryan & Erin; Russell & Debbie Shurtleff & Daniel, 
Tony & Erica Burgess 

 

Dates to Remember... 
• April 4th – Talent Show & Youth Pasta Dinner 
• April 19th – Rte. 6/11 Highway Clean-Up 
• April 20th - ASP Brunch/Auction @ CG UMC 
• April 27th – Acolyte Chicken BBQ 
• May 3rd – Spring Clean-Up of Church Grounds 
• June 8th –  Youth Sunday / Parish Picnic 
• June 18-20 – 6th-12th Summer Mission Trip 
• June 23-27 – E/T Vacation Bible School 
 

Do you need to attend? 
SAFEGUARDING GOD’S CHILDREN 

An Educational Program For Preventing Child Abuse 
 

The Diocese of Bethlehem is working to reduce the 
possibility of child abuse occurring in our 
congregations.  All clergy, vestry, paid church 
personnel and volunteers who regularly work with or 
around children may need to take or update their 
training. Spring 2007 Training will be held from 

9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m. on May 17, 2008 at St. 
Luke’s, Scranton. Contact Barbara Little by May 1 to 
be registered. We will cover the cost of training and 
lunch. 

Highway & Spring Clean-Ups  
 

Please consider helping with the Rte. 6/11 Highway 
Clean-Up on Saturday, April 19th, and the Spring 
Clean-Up at Epiphany on Saturday, May 3rd. We 
provide the gloves & trash bags; you provide the 
muscle! There is always plenty to be done, for 
parishioners of all ages! Both events will begin 
around 8am at the church and continue until the 
work is complete; come for as much time as you are 
able. Thank you! Buildings & Grounds Committee. 

*** April Vestry Meeting *** 
 

Vestry will next meet on April 22nd, the fourth 
Tuesday this month, at 7pm. 

 
Directory Updates 

 

The Rev. & Mrs. Alan Mead 
105 N. 25th St., Richmond, VA 23223-7144 

 

Altar Flowers 
 

Flowers in honor of celebrations, memorials or 
thanksgivings may be placed on the Altar or Choir 
Screens on Sundays in 2008. The following 
Sundays are still available to sponsor Altar 
Flowers: April 20, 27; May 11, 18; July 20; August 
17, 24, 31; Sept. 7, 21; Nov. 16; Dec. 14, 28. 
Please call the office 570-563-1564 to select an 
available Sunday; the florist cost is $40 weekly. 
Payment should be sent to ‘The Church of the 
Epiphany,’ PO Box 189, Clarks Summit, PA 
18411-0189. 
 

  Cruising to Equity 
A campaign to witness for children through 

prayer, education, worship, and action. 
 

 Port of Call #5 – A Safe Start 
Season: Easter (March 22 – May 11, 2008) 

Items for our Boat:  
(Gather items for children going into foster 

care.) 
 

Duffel Bags / Suitcases / Cuddly toys / 
Nightlights 

Nap blankets / Small pillows / Card & travel 
games 

Activity books & Word Finds / Phone Cards 
Used or Disposable Cell Phones 

Bring the materials throughout the season. 
 

Fact: Every day, almost 8,000 children are 
reported victims of abuse and neglect; a child 
dies from gun violence almost every three hours 
in America. 
 

Pray daily for children who are in unsafe 

environments that they may be rescued. Give 
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thanks for those children who have found a 

Safe Port and for the adults who provide those 

Safe Ports. 

Appalachia Service Project Needs YOU!  
 

Do you have something of value to donate to the 
ASP Auction on Sunday, April 20th – our largest 

fundraiser of the year? 
 

A gift certificate or service from your business; An 
antique or collectible; An artisan’s masterpiece; A 
week’s (or weekend) stay at your vacation home, 

cottage or condo; A bike, a car, a golf cart; Tickets 
for concerts, sports events, plays, movies? Donate 
before April 10th so we have time to advertise your 

contribution! 
 

APPALONDACK CHAIRS MADE TO ORDER – 
Benches, Loveseats, picnic tables (See sample in 

Parish Hall) 
 

Come to Clarks Green United Methodist Church - 
Brunch at Noon – Stay to bid! Always a lot of FUN! 

 

Support the work of ASP – taking 40+ teens and 
14 adults to Summer County WVa to make homes 

warmer, safer and drier JULY 2008. 

Submitted by Emily Rancier. 

Epiphany Youth Update 
Several of our Sr. High Youth participated in the 30 
Hour Famine March 7-8 at First Presbyterian Church. It 
was a great overnight experience that included prayer, 
worship, education, games, and art (making t-shirts and 
posters). The following weekend we hosted the 2nd 
annual 30 Hour Famine Benefit Concert at the Waverly 
Community House. Around 120 students paid at the 
door to enjoy music from 3 local bands. It was a great 
night and we raised a decent amount of money for 
World Vision's hunger relief programs. 
 

In April we will continue to be busy. We'll be getting 
serious about organizing for our combined Jr./Sr. High 
Mission Trip; we're hosting the Talent Show and Pasta 
Dinner on Friday, April 4; a Sr. High Covenant Group 
will run for 4-5 weeks; we'll be rock climbing again on 
the 3rd Sunday of the month; we hope to move forward 
with more plans for the Youth Room renovation; and 
several youth will be attending the Diocesan 



5 

Christophany retreat. Thanks for all of your support of 
the wonderful youth programs here at Epiphany! 
 

Peace to you, 
Josh Frank, Missioner to Youth 

 

Ark Banks    
 

FILL(ED) THE ARK(S)!  Please return your Heifer 
International ark banks in a Sunday offering plate 
or the basket in the Narthex.  These donations are 
collected at Epiphany and forwarded directly to 
Heifer International, whose mission is to work with 
communities to end hunger and poverty and care 
for the earth.  Since 1944, Heifer has helped more 
than 7 million families in more than 125 countries 
move toward greater self-reliance through the gift 

of livestock and training in environmentally sound 
agriculture.  The impact of each initial gift is 
multiplied as recipients agree to “pass on the gift” 
by giving one or more of their animal’s offspring, or 
the equivalent, to another in need.  Additional 
information can be found at www.heifer.org, by 
mail to Heifer International, 1 World Avenue, Little 
Rock, AR  72202 or by calling 1-800-422-0474. 
  

Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 11th 
 

If anyone would like to coordinate a Mother’s Day 
program or reception at 9am on Sunday, May 11th, 
please contact the office or Fr. Craig. This is 
always a pleasant time of fellowship and for 
honoring all of our mothers (and caregivers). 

 
 

 
 

Join us for Rainforest Adventure: A Tree Top 
Bible Blast  from June 23 – 27 with our friends 

from Trinity Lutheran. You’ll find Canopy Crafts, 

Sky High Storytelling, Green Tree Games, Swing 

Vine Science and more at Epiphany all week. We’ll 
explore our own rainforest each day from 9 to 

12:30, ending with lunch together. On Friday, your 

family is invited to our closing celebration and 

picnic.  

If you are a student in preschool through grade 

six, you can take part in all of the fun. If you are in 
grade 7 or older, there are LOTS of ways you can 

help, from creating our rainforest to leading a 

group of students through the week. To find out 

more, go to: 

http://toolkit.thevbsplace.org/epiphanytrinityvbscla

rkssummitpa 

There, you will find registration forms for both 

students and volunteers.  Pass this address on to 

friends and family so that they can come, too. 

Please save a tree and complete the forms on-line 

if you can. If you need a paper form, contact 
Barbara Little blittle524@aol.com or 945-3153. 
(And adults, when it asks for your age, you can 

just enter “00” if you prefer.)  

Swing on in soon so that we can know how much 

stuff we need for everyone to have a splendiferous 

Rainforest Adventure!! 

Acolyte Schedule 
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March 30 

8:00 a.m. 
Rachel Little 

10:30 a.m.  

CRUCIFER–  Claire Pinches (Y.R.) 

FIRST SERVER–  Annika McGuirk  

SECOND SERVER–  Kate McMahon 

April 6 

8:00 a.m. 
Cory Spangenberg 

10:30 a.m.  

CRUCIFER–  Russell Voigt  

FIRST SERVER–  Ben Kalmanowicz (Y.R.)  

SECOND SERVER–  Alexis McGuirk 

April 13 

8:00 a.m. 
Zach Kalmanowicz 

10:30 a.m.  

CRUCIFER–  Dominic Castanzo  

FIRST SERVER–  Seth Pinches (Y.R.)  

SECOND SERVER–  Kyle Bachmann 

April 20 

8:00 a.m. 
Claire Pinches 

10:30 a.m.  

CRUCIFER–  David Lange  

FIRST SERVER–  Patrick Lange  

SECOND SERVER–  Hannah Whitney (Y.R.) 

If you are scheduled to serve and cannot serve, YOU MUST get a substitute. We need acolytes every Sunday. 

Fr Craig is counting on your assistance! Our next Acolyte Meeting is Sunday, April 6th at 7:00 PM.  
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"Every day is a gift.  That is why we call it the present." 
  

    The dictionary defines the present as "a moment or period in time, however brief, between the past 
and future; now."  How often people say, "We should live in the NOW", or suggest how important it is to 
be present to each other. I find this notion of living in the present to be both enlightening and 
challenging. We live in a society that is characterized by impatience and multi-tasking, so it is not easy 
to be mindful of the present and its meaningfulness. 
  

    A book that I am reading, Chasing Daylight, focusses a great deal on this issue.  The author, Eugene 
O'Kelly, was a 53-year old CEO when he learned that he had only three months to live as a result of 
inoperable brain cancer.  He wrote, "I felt that if I could learn to stay in the present moment, to be fully 
conscious of my surroundings, I would buy myself lots of time that had never been available to me, not 
all the years I was healthy."  Concentrating on the present gave it a quality, depth and intensity which 
he had previously neglected.  He discovered that it would not as easy as he thought: it is a matter of 
conscious effort and deliberate focus. O'Kelly describes how each morning he made every effort to live 
that day moment by moment, savoring the specialness of every experience and event which made up 
the day.  
  

    As I reflect on the author's insights, the words that come to my mind are awareness and being alert 
to one's environment, especially in regard to relationships, all the time. I know that I can easily get 
distracted and find myself preoccupied with worries and concerns that divert my attention elsewhere 
I am often aware of how God works providentially in my life to effect that which is good for me and 
those whom I love. When I really pay attention, the promptings of the Holy Spirit enable me to extend 
God's grace and mercy to the people I care about.   
  

    One of the greatest gifts we can bestow upon people is the willingness to LISTEN, to take time to be 
truly present to someone and hear their story. This requires being completely and consciously present 
to someone. Through listening, we show that we truly care for them, accept them, and love them non-
judgmentally.  
  

    Someone whom I admire greatly is an extremely busy person.  He has many demands on his time 
and expertise.  Yet, whenever I have the privilege of visiting him, no matter how briefly, I always feel 
that I have his full attention and presence. It is an amazing gift -- it honors me. 
  

    On numerous occasions I have visited seriously ill people in hospitals where I have found a doting 
spouse patiently attending their loved one.  No words are spoken, nor is there physical contact, but 
there is an unquestionable expression of love and concern in the quiet presence of one who cares 
infinitely. 
  

    One other aspect of being present to someone concerns our relationship to God and consciously 
spending time in his presence.  To take time, to be "still and know that He is God" makes us aware of 
His great love for us.  As we spend time in the Word of God, and prayerfully bring all the concerns and 
desires of our lives to Him, we allow God to order our lives in accordance with his will. The poet, John 
Greenleaf Whittier wrote:  
    "Drop thy still dews of quietness 'til all our strivings cease 
    Take from our souls the strain and stress, 
    And let our ordered lives confess 
    The beauty of Thy peace 
This peace -- God's shalom --is a gift that we can then share with others. 
  

    Let us all learn to value the present and live intentionally each day.  Let us make sure that we are 
fully aware of the precious gift of being totally present to each other, and make each moment count.  
We will  then have fewer regrets and far more "blessed memories." They will last forever.  
 

Fr. Graham 
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  2008 Adrian Miller Memorial Acolyte Chicken BBQ  

 

The chickens are coming! Mark your calendars!  
On Sunday, April 27

th
. Serving from 3 to 6pm. Eat In or Take Out. 

Tickets available from any Epiphany Acolyte. 
Cost: $8 per adult, $5 per youth 

Proceeds benefit the Epiphany Acolyte Fund 
Hope to see you in the Parish Hall 

 

at 
 

The Church of the Epiphany 

1003 Church Hill Road 

Clarks Summit (Glenburn), PA 

570-563-1564 
________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                          _________ 
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