
Beneath the words...

By Bill Lewellis
For the seventh consecutive year, the

Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Beth-
lehem, has given away the entire offer-
ing received during Christmas services.

Designated by the vestry to share
equally in this year’s Christmas offering
of some $10,000 are the Kids4Peace pro-
gram of St. George’s College in
Jeerusalem and St. Elizabeth’s Church
in Schnecksville (Lehigh County).

Kids4Peace brings together children,
youth and adults of the three Abrahamic
Faiths – Christian, Muslim, and Jew –
in Israel/Palestine to learn about each
other’s faith and life so that God’s peace
might be established in this generation.
Information may be found at
www.stgeorgescollegejerusalem.org/.

St. Elizabeth’s Church is a missionary
congregation that has begun building a
church. Learn about their ministry Visit
www.steschnecksville.org.

The overall total of Cathedral’s gener-
osity, since the vestry determined to make
this generous commitment in 1999,  re-
peated since 2001 also with the Easter
offering, has now reached to almost
$100,000.

Other beneficiaries of these gifts have been
Episcopal Relief and Development, New
Bethany Ministries, the Diocese of Kajo Keji
in southern Sudan, AIDS Ministry in
Swaziland, Habitat for Humanity, Center
City Ministries in Bethlehem, the South
Bethlehem Neighborhood Center, the Sal-
vation Army, the Heifer Project, the North
American Regional Deans, Jerusalem 2000
and the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and
the Middle East.

Actually, that’s not half of it. The un-
conditional dollar giveaway by the Ca-
thedral Church to all outreach projects

and ministries since 1999 comes to more
than $350,000.

“One of the wonderful surprises that
have come to me since I became interim
dean” said the Ven. Richard I. Cluett, “has
been learning of the depth and breadth of
the generosity of the cathedral members
and leadership. In freely giving away
money for the use and benefit of others
and in providing hospitality at the cathe-
dral itself for scores of community groups
and organizations, the spirit of giving
runs deep and wide at the Cathedral
Church of the Nativity. A cathedral is
called to leadership in servant ministry;
from its munificent generosity, we have
learned that the cathedral is leading and
serving well indeed.”

Those who have seen the beautiful
1992 film directed by Robert Redford, A
River Runs Through It, based on Norman
Maclean’s book, may remember the
opening scene where a Presbyterian min-

ister and fly fisherman bends down to
the height of his two young sons with a
river stone between his fingers.

Norman Maclean’s father says to
Norman and Paul: "Long ago, rain fell on
mud and became rock... a half a billion
years ago... but even before that... beneath
the rocks... are the words of God. Listen."

Beneath the words on this page is the
screened photo of a building, a church.
Within many such buildings, God’s
people worship, support one another, and
love the world. Corporately and individu-
ally, the people who grace these buildings
do what they can that God’s kingdom may
come on earth as in God’s dream.

These are not just buildings. They are
places of worship and wonder. They are
places from which people go out to work
many wonders we call ministries. They
are places from which suffering people
are helped.

When Hurricane Katrina devastated the
people and property of the Gulf Coast,
the vestry of the Church of the Epiphany
in Clarks Summit challenged the gener-
osity of parishioners with a 3 to 1 grant
from the church endowment, with a cap
of $60,000, for a potential gift of $80,000
to Episcopal Relief and Development for
hurricane relief.

The challenge was met. “I am com-
pletely astounded at the generous re-
sponse from this parish,” said interim
rector Alan Mead.

In Kingston, the vestry of Grace church
immediately contributed $10,000 for
hurricane relief and challenged parish-
ioners with an additional matching grant
of $2,500.

The challenge was met; $15,200 was
sent from Kingston to the Gulf Coast.

Many more stories might be told.
Though these sound extraordinary, they
are in some ways typical.

Our churches are complex organisms.
They are places where we hear and see
the word of God in the words and deeds
of women and men.

In the beginning was the word...
Beneath the words on this page is a

building. Within the building are people,
God’s people.
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