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BISHOP’S VISIT
Bishop Paul Marshall will be celebrating Mass with us on
Sunday, February 3rd, 2008 at both services.
CUB/BOY SCOUT BANQUET
Pack 39 is hosting a Blue and Gold Banquet here at St.
Stephens’s on Sunday, February 3rd following the 10:30
a.m. mass. We would like to recognize all our former
scouts and, therefore, would like anyone who has been a
scout to contact Steve DeVore at 610-264-9628. Everyone is invited to attend and we hope you will join us in this very special celebration.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
Fr. John’s birthday is Wednesday, February 6th. Please wish him a happy
birthday when you see him or send him a card. Let him know how much
we appreciate his service to our church.
The year end giving statements are now complete and may be
picked up on the table in the Church Narthex. Also, if you have
not picked up your offering envelopes, please do so and save the
church the expense of having to mail them to your home. Thank you.
THE STEVE-ADORE is a Publication of ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
The Rev. John Wagner, Assistant Rector
(484) 809-0008
Mrs. Beverly Doneker, Senior Warden
(484) 239-2953
Marilyn Benscoter, Editor
(610) 398-0823
Judy Kuntz, Parish Secretary
Webpage: www.ststephenepiscopal.org
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Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them;
and those who are ill-treated…. Do not neglect to do good and to
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.
Hebrews 13:1-3, 16
he Lord has blessed us in the past year, so once again it is only fitting to begin this report by thanking many who have contributed
to the life of this parish. Although they are not here, I thank
Bishop Paul, Archdeacon Stringfellow and Canon Lewellis, without
whom we could not have provided many of our services this year. Without the committee chairs and members, this parish could not function.
So once again I would like to recognize committee chairs by name.
Please stand when your name is called, so other parishioners know who
you are. Please hold all applause until we finish the introductions.

T

Thanks to Fr. Reiss and Bishop Paul and his staff, we restarted the
weekly healing service beginning the first Tuesday in Lent. We also celebrated some Saint’s days. We have not been able to provide the monthly
Requiem service, however. Nevertheless, we celebrated the Holy Eucharist (154) times, with (100) of those celebrations taking place on Saturday
evenings or Sunday mornings. There were four (4) recorded private
communions given to the sick and shut in. Lay members made many additional visits to the sick and shut in that are not recorded in the books.
6,188 children of God entered the doors to worship here on Sunday
mornings and at least another 1,425 were ministered to through midweek celebrations of the Holy Eucharist or other services. The Daily Office was recited 217 times this past year, 59 times on Sundays and 158
times during the week. There was one (1) marriage, there were five (5)
baptisms, and six (6) people were confirmed. Six (6) of our parishioners
passed away, three (3) of them had funeral masses here at St. Stephen’s.
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Six (6) people asked to be taken off the books, one (1) transferred out. Four
(4) members transferred in and one (1) joined after confirmation. This left us
with a decrease in membership of eight (8).
As Christians, it is our obligation to read and study scripture and to
live our lives as scriptures teach us. Now and again, it helps to look in the
mirror and see how we are meeting that obligation. I have used the passage
from Hebrews for this inspection.
Brotherly Love: The scripture from Hebrews admonishes to “Let brotherly love continue.” How do we show our brotherly love for one another?
We show this love in how we help each other and spend our time together.
How have we, the St. Stephen’s family done this? Let us count the ways.
1. All of us have pulled together in a variety of ways to assist Fr. John
in ministering to our congregation. We have been blessed this year with
wonderful lay leadership. Marty Brynildsen and Charlie Robinson have continued to serve us faithfully as Lay Worship Leaders and as Chalice Bearers.
During Lent, we borrowed Charles Johns from his parish to assist us with
Evening Prayer. After training this summer, Ken Rider has begun leading
Evening Prayer. As you all know, Bishop Paul has licensed Michael Metro to
serve us in a variety of lay capacities during his testing and training for the
Episcopal priesthood. Marty, Charlie, Ken and Michael—thank you for all
you do as leaders in this parish.
2. I know several of you have been very faithful about visiting the sick
and shut in of our congregation. Unfortunately, some of us who have visited, me included, have not kept records of our visits as we should have.
Therefore, it is still difficult to estimate the number of lay visits to sick and
shut in this year. In 2008, let us all try to be more diligent about keeping records of our visits and reporting them to Denise Robinson, who heads our
Promotion and Evangelism Committee.
In March 2007, members of the Order of St. Luke held a Healing Mission here at St. Stephen’s. Fr. Peter Ostrander guided us in our studies and
worship together and provided laying on of hands after our Sunday services.
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Our group continues to meet and is exploring the possibility of another healing mission.
3. Maurice has recruited new choir members. I hope you all had an
opportunity to enjoy the beautiful music they have made throughout the
year. I also hope all of you read Joe Lamm’s wonderful piece in the December 2007 SteveAdore. Sometimes we are amazed at how the Holy Spirit
works in our lives. Maurice and choir members, I don’t think you will ever
know how much you have blessed all of us with your ministry.
4. To those of you who have volunteered to be lay readers at Sunday
masses, to the Altar Guild and Jr. Altar Guild members, to the Acolytes and
to the Ushers—thank you for your service.
5. We also have wonderful Youth leaders. Many of you volunteered
to teach Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. Teaching our youth is an
important priority, and I thank all of you for your time and service.
6. Our Stewardship Committee was hard at work this year. They provided several opportunities for us to spend time together and hear lessons
about stewardship.
7. Some have generously given of your time to the upkeep of the
church building and the grounds. It was quite a busy year for outside maintenance.
8. Some of us have volunteered to help with our newly formed Cub
Scout troop. We will host Scouting Sunday here on February 3, during
Bishop Paul’s visit. After the service, you are all invited to stay for the “Blue
and Gold Banquet.” I am passing around a sign up sheet for anyone who is
or was at one time a scout. Please sign it so that you can be recognized at
the banquet. Feel free to attend the banquet in your uniform.
9. Many of you volunteered your time at home or here at church to
assist with the Craft Show. Those of you who worked here at church know
that we enjoyed a great deal of fellowship while we worked. You will hear a
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full report about the Craft Show later, but I want to thank each and every
one of you who helped in any way. Your participation was vital to the
success of the show.
Your generosity with precious time is important as we look forward
to calling a new rector. Remember that we cannot expect him to do everything. We must be willing to work with him as active team members.
Please pray about the ways you might show your brotherly love in 2008.
Hospitality, doing good, sacrificing, and sharing what we have:
The author of the book of Hebrews instructed the church to be hospitable,
to do good, to make sacrifices, and to share what they had. We at St.
Stephen’s have done that in a number of ways this past year. I am hopeful
that we will explore new ways to follow this biblical advice in the coming
year.
Making Sacrifices: Let us look at the financial sacrifices we have
made in comparison with last year. For 2007, 67 families or individuals
pledged. Pledged income for that year was $117,500. This represented a
26% decrease in pledged income from the year before. Thus far for 2008,
54 families or individuals have pledged. Thankfully, for 2008, those who
pledged have increased their pledges. Our pledged income for 2008 is
$120,000 an INCREASE of $2,500, or 2%. I must point out that for the year
2006, there was a $90,000 decrease from 2005 pledged income. Therefore,
although our increase was small for 2008, I consider it a significant improvement. I thank all of you for your commitment to our church and our
mission together. I hope that a candidate looking at our parish recognizes
that we are all committed to provide financially for his service with us.
In addition to pledged income, we have a fund drive for a major
property improvement—the lighting in the sanctuary. Thanks to all of
you who have donated to this project. Another project I doubt you have
heard about is conversion of an existing restroom to one that is truly accessible to folks who must use a wheelchair or a walker. In the past year, I
have heard several parishioners or family of parishioners state that they
cannot stay for church functions because of the lack of appropriate bathroom facilities. That situation needs to be corrected. Several parishioners
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have generously provided for this project, and I thank them.
Hospitality, doing good, and sharing with those in need: We’ve
talked about the sacrifices we have made. What becomes of the money we
pledge? Obviously, funds are needed for the day to day running of the
church. However, St. Stephen’s is determined that we will share what we
have and be hospitable to those in need. We have again tithed 10% of the
parish income to a variety of missions. In 2007, we spent $21,000 on the
following:















A. Christian Education
Monthly financial assistance to Doug Moyer, our seminarian at
Nashotah House
Tuition assistance for a student at our Day School Financial assistance for one of our parish children to attend Christian School
B. International Missions
Peace Hill Old Age Home, Kerala, India for building a chapel area,
and purchasing carpeting and chairs
The Diocesan Mission in Kajo Keji, Sudan
C. Missions within the US
Donation to Bishop Parsons
Donation to Katie Siegmund’s summer mission project
Forward in Faith
D. Local Missions
Lehigh County Council of Churches
New Bethany Ministries
Fr. John’s discretionary fund

In addition to monetary donations, five members spent three days
putting a fresh coat of paint on the walls at New Bethany Ministries. Beginning in July, many of you have so generously given of your time every
Monday evening at our Food Bank. Many of you helped purchase, sort,
and wrap gifts for children whose families receive food. Some have donated hats, scarves and mittens to be given to those in need this winter.
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Several very big hearted men of our parish, responding to a last
minute request, moved an elderly woman who had no one else to help
her. In all these ways you have entertained angels unawares.
Looking forward into 2008, I have approached three young people
to invite them to attend St. Michael’s Conference in Connecticut. Later
this month, I expect to receive brochures about the conference, which will
be held in August. If any of our youth attend, I am optimistic that our
vestry will pledge to support them financially in this opportunity to grow
in their spiritual lives. I am hopeful that a small group of parishioners can
again participate at least a local and perhaps a national mission project
this year. Please pray about your own participation in this type of ministry. If you have any suggestions, please let me know and we will make
every effort to fulfill that mission.
On the subject of hospitality: Each Sunday, we have an opportunity to be hospitable to one another and to visitors who come through our
doors. Attendance at services is important for our own spiritual well being and for all of us as a family. So how was our attendance in 2007 as
compared to the year before? Attendance at Sunday services was slightly
less this year than it was last year. However, some folks are attending
Tuesday healing mass instead of or in addition to Sunday services. Our
Sunday total attendance dropped by 600. Stated another way, our average
Sunday attendance dropped from 130 to 119. This is an 8.5% decrease.
Please make an effort to faithfully attend worship services in 2008.
Each Sunday and sometimes during the week, this parish hall is
used for social gatherings. In the past, this congregation served dinners
from this kitchen on a regular basis. Although the dinners were fundraisers, many of our neighbors enjoyed the social interaction they provided.
Some have asked about serving dinners again. This is something we
could consider. However, our Property committee is looking into some
major repairs for the kitchen, including new gas ovens. The counter tops
are in need of replacement as well. Repairing the kitchen would help
make this space better for all social gatherings held here. Whether we resume serving dinners in 2008 may depend upon the timing of kitchen construction.
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Do not become discouraged about not having a full time Rector.
Your Search Committee is looking very carefully at each candidate. We
want a rector who will work well with our youth and who will evangelize in our community. It is important during this time of waiting that we
pray. Please continue to pray for the Search Committee and for our new
rector in your own personal daily prayers.
Please come out any Tuesday through Friday for Evening Prayer. If
you are available on Tuesday mornings at 9:30, please attend the Healing
Mass. God does answer our prayers and He will provide for us in his
time and in his way. In the meantime, please continue to invite your family, friends and neighbors and give warm greetings to visitors to our parish. Please attend the Saturday evening social events sponsored by the
Stewardship Committee. In this way, you will show hospitality to each
other and to visitors who come through our doors.
I thank you for your prayers and support during the past year.
Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant,
equip you with everything good that you may do his will, working in you
that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be
glory forever and ever. Amen. Hebrews 13: 20-21
*********

Lenten Quiet Day
Fr. Mark Lewis will be coming to St. Stephen's as we begin our Lenten
Season. He will be leading a Lenten Quiet Day on Saturday, February 9th
from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m.. He will also be available during this time
to hear confessions. We are hoping to have him celebrate the Mass on
Sunday February 10th. This will not be definite until February 3rd.
Please plan to join us for this very special weekend, beginning with Evening prayer and Stations of the Cross on Friday night. More details to
follow.

5) The Martyrs of
Japan
9:30 am Healing Mass
5-7 pm Pancake dinner
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

4) Cornelius the
Centurion
7:00 pm N.S.Board Mtg.

11)

18) Martin Luther

25)

3) Anskar
7:30 am Morn.Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun.School
Noon: Scouts Banquet

10)
7:30 am Morn.Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun.School
12 - 3 pm N.S.
Valentine’s Day
Social

17)
7:30 am Morn.Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun.School
Noon JYG

24) St. Matthias the
Apostle
7:30 am Morn.Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun.School

26)
9:30 am Healing Mass
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

19)
9:30 am Healing Mass
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
7:00 pm Vestry Mtg.

9:30 am Healing Mass
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
7:00 pm Finance Mtg.

12) Lincoln’s Birthday

Tue

Mon

Sun
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27) George Herbert
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
6:30 pm Scouts

20)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
6:30 pm Scouts

13) Absalom Jones
2:00 pm Clergy Bible
Study
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
6:30 pm Scouts
7:00 pm O.S.L.

6) ASH WEDNESDAY
6:15 pm Eve.Pray.
6:30 pm Scouts
7:00 pm Mass—
Imposition of Ashes

Wed

28)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

21)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

14) Cyril & Methodius
Valentine’s Day
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

7)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

Thu

3900 Mechanicsville Road
Whitehall, PA 18052
610-435-3901
FAX LINE: 610-435-4156
EMAIL: saintste@ptd.net

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Lenten Quiet
Day

9) 9 am - 3 pm

29)
7:00 pm Eve. Prayer
followed by Stations of
the Cross

7:00 pm Eve. Prayer
followed by Stations of
the Cross

22)Washington’s Bday

Steve-Adore Deadline

7:00 pm Eve. Prayer
followed by Stations of
the Cross

15) Thomas Bray

23) Polycarp

16)
12 - 3 p.m.
Snow date for
N.S. Valentine’s
Day Social

Vestry Retreat at St. Francis Friary

8)
7:00 pm Eve. Prayer
followed by Stations of
the Cross

2) The Presentation of our Lord

1) Brigid (Bride)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer &
Rosary

8:00 am Work Day

Sat

Fri

The Rev. John Wagner, Assistant Rector
610-767-7093
Mrs. Beverly Doneker, Senior Warden
484-239-2953
Judy Kuntz, Parish Secretary
WEB PAGE:
http://www.ststephenepiscopal.org
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Shrove Tuesday / Pancake Day
February 5th from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Are you giving up anything for Lent?
Do you know what other people are giving up?
Do you know why?
Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day)
Shrove Tuesday is the last day before the period which Christians call
Lent. This day is one of the moveable feasts in the church calendar and is
directly related to the date on which Easter falls. Shrove Tuesday always
falls 47 days before Easter Sunday, so the date varies from year to year
and falls between February 3 and March 9.
Where does the word Shrove come from?
The name Shrove comes from the old word "shrive" which means to confess. On Shrove Tuesday, in the Middle Ages, people used to confess their
sins so that they were forgiven before the season of Lent began.
Shrove Tuesday a time for celebrations
Shrove Tuesday is a day of celebration as well as penitence, because it's
the last day before Lent. Lent is a time of abstinence, of giving things up.
So Shrove Tuesday is the last chance to indulge yourself, and to use up
the foods that aren't allowed in Lent. Pancakes are eaten on this day because they contain fat, butter and eggs which were forbidden during
Lent. More locally and of German tradition, we love Fastnachts, or potato, squared off treats. They are so unlike donuts found in our local bakeries. Many people bake their own traditional delights. Trexlertown fire
company makes thousands of these treats, and they are the real thing.
This all is leading up to Shrove Tuesday here at St. Stephens. A time of
fellowship, eating and fun. Reserve this night for prayer service, good
eating and fun, between 5:00 to 7:00pm. There is no charge for the meal,
donations will be appreciated. Please use the sign up sheet on the bulletin boards in the corridor closest to the office and the kitchen. This will
give our committee a better idea of how many to prepare for.
Laus Deo, Marilyn Shive

4)
Claudine El-Hajj

11)
Jared Crouthamel

18)
Megan Crouthamel
Richard Schlauch
James Colombo
Cheryl Yandrasits
Charlotte Harbst

25)

10)
Joseph Mickelson
Kristin Reitenauer

17)
Harold Wisser

24)
Brian Snyder
Jacob Snyder

Mon

3)
Denise Edwards

Sun

26)
Justin El-Hajj

19)
June Pullinger

12)
Mary Smith
Nancy Minnich
Robert Gehres II
Charles Johns

5)
Donna Reitenauer
Dakota Edwards

Tue

27)
Harry Kline

20)
Kathryn Siegmund
Zachary Fatzinger

13)
Kaitlyn Searfoss

6)
Fr. John Wagner

Wed

28)
Toby Harbst

21)

14)
Marcia Moyer

7)
Lisa Buckley
Don Wetherhold

Thu

29)

22)
Jacqueline Vanko

15)
Joseph Lamm
Jeffrey Schweizer
Scott Holmes
Linda Graver

8)
Erica Tovar
C. Thomas Fuller
Ann Reeder
Robert Kozo

1)

Fri

If your name is
missing and you
would like to be
added, please call
the office.

Joanne Searfoss
Devan Snyder

Michelle Reitenauer

23)
Dorothy Reiss

16)

9)
Mary Poluka
Jason Schneider
Muriel Harmany

2) Otho James, Jr.
Don Boehrer, Jr.
Laureen Limandri
Linda Sadowski
Daniel El-Hajj

Sat

February 2008 Birthday Calendar

PAGE 12

FEBRUARY 2008

NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN

I

ndividuals interested in registering a child for the 2008-2009 school year
beginning in September 2008 may attend an open registration for the
public March 3rd, 2008 at 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM. The snow date is scheduled
for March 10th, 2008 at 6:30 PM – 8:00 PM. Children registering for the 2008 2009 school year must be at least 3 years of age by December 1, 2008. A
newly formed class for 3 year olds will be held Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Thursday PM session only. Children in this class must be 3 years of age by
September 1, 2008. Classes for older children are also available. If you
know anyone interested for next year, you may also have them call the
school office at: 610-435-4260.
This is a busy time of year for the staff as they are preparing for parent/
teacher conferences that are to be held the last week in January.
The parent organization is busy organizing the annual “Valentine’s Social”.
The social will be held in the parish hall on Sunday, February 10th, 2008.
The students may come and are encouraged to bring a parent along to join
in the fun with dance contests, refreshments, and other surprises.
Every year the school participates in the American Cancer’s “Daffodil
Day’s” fundraiser. If there is anyone wishing to order Daffodil’s that generally are delivered around the first day of spring, please contact the school
office. The deadline for ordering is February 15th, 2008.
We continue to collect Boxtops for education along with Redner’s “save-atape” receipts.
STAFF:
JoAnn Fedor, (Administrator) Linda Ballard, Pamela Bath, Diane Batza,
Janis Beidleman, Linda Bentz, Janet Black, Mary Lou Casey,
Karen Costenbader, Deb D’Imperio, Tanya Dait, Cindy Fenstermaker,
Mary Helen Hetrich, Deb Krall, Terri Kramer, JoAnn Kulhamer,
Kristen Riedy, Ann Marie Ritter, Lynn Sandberg, Martina Schannauer,
Diane Wasley, Mary Waterhouse, Cynthia Weaver
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School Board - Monday, February 4th @ 7:00 p.m.
Finance
- Tuesday, February 12th @ 7:00 p.m.
Property
- Saturday, February 2nd @ 8:00 a.m.
Vestry
- Tuesday, February 19th @ 7:00 p.m.
Daughters of the King - TBA
Order of St. Luke
- Wed., Feb. 13th @ 7:00 p.m.

Friday, November 30th, and Saturday, December 1st, was the Annual Craft
Show. The Sr. Youth Group made Holiday Scents which can be used as a sachet or coaster for hot beverages. Many were sold even after the Craft Show.
Profit was almost $300.00.
Thank you to everyone who braved the bad weather to attend the Annual Pot
Luck Dinner on Sunday, December 16th. Again Maurice Dimmick graciously
provided the music and we even had two special guests — Good King
Wenceslaus and his Page! A BIG THANK YOU to Nathan Rider, Alissa Conner and Philip Rider for the great job decorating the tree, Parish Hall and set
up of the tables. Hats, gloves and scarves were collected and will be donated
to needy families in Lehigh and Carbon Counties.
Mark your calendars—Tuesday, February 5th, 2008. Sr. Youth Group will host
the pancake and sausage dinner (see page 10).
ALSO, anyone interested in joining Sr. Youth Group please
come and speak to Jennifer or Michael.
Last but not least, we are very proud of all the Sunday School children for a
job well done on the Christmas Pageant.

We will be starting our first attempt at making Easter candy—I’m sure it will
be lots of fun!! Any mistakes we get to eat!
Also, we will be having an Easter egg hunt again this year after the 10:30
mass. Anyone who is in first grade through 6th grade may participate.
All are welcome to come and watch the fun!
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ELIZABETH BURKEPILE,
Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd, # 186,
Allentown, PA 18104
VERNA CANOVA,
Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd., #475,
Allentown, PA 18104
HELEN CHAMBERLAIN, Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd, # 302,
Allentown, PA 18104
* CHARLES & MURIEL HARMANY, 437 Belvidere St., Apt. F7,
Nazareth, PA 18064
MARIE KORUTZ, 1000 Fourth Street, Apt. 107,
Whitehall, PA 18052
JOHN & MARY LEE, Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd, # 303,
Allentown, PA 18104
* MARY POLUKA, Room 2136B Trexler Wing, Phoebe Home,
1925 Turner St., Allentown, PA 18104
ROBERT & DOLLY SMITH, 853 Cold Spring Rd., Apt. #2,
Allentown, PA 18103
*Celebrating a birthday this month
Muriel Harmany—February 9th
Mary Poluka—February 9th

PLEASE VISIT AND/OR
SEND A CARD OF CHEER!
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Craft Show News:

Final profit for the Craft Show is $10,383.55!! Thank you to everyone who
helped make this fundraiser a success. Special thanks to the Chairmen of
the committees:
Co-Chairman—Joe Ebner Set-up & tear-down—Scott Siegmund
Cookies—Doreen Wagner Pierogies—Tom & Beverly Doneker
Parking—Ken Rider
Kitchen—Dave Heffernan & Tom Steckel
Raffle—Barbara Heefner
Craft Table—Paula Evans & Joanne Searfoss
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March’s Steve-Adore deadline will be February 15th.
Ash Wednesday mass will be
During the month of
on February 6th at 7:00 p.m.
February, the Food Pan(possibly a daytime mass—
try will be collecting the
watch for details in the bulletin.)
following:
Hot chocolate
Oatmeal
Soup





Collection box is in the entrance way
near the Rector’s office. Thank you
in advance for your generosity.

Treasurer Needed: We are without a
treasurer. If you think you may be
called to this very important position,
or have questions about the position,
please speak with Beverly Doneker or
John Rothschild.

For those serving in
the armed forces,
let us pray:
-

Kevin Rockel
Robert C. Gehres II
Robert C. Gehres III
Jeffrey Slough

-

Michael Lochiatto
David Saggio
Marie Gates

