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With whom will you compare me? Who is my equal? asks the
Holy One. Look up into the heavens! Who created all these stars?
As a shepherd leads his sheep, calling each by its pet name and
counts them to see that none are lost or strayed, so God does with
stars and planets!
O Jacob, O Israel, how can you say that the Lord doesn’t see
your troubles and isn’t being fair? Don’t you yet understand?
Don’t you know by now that the everlasting God, the Creator of
the fartherest parts of the earth, never grows faint or weary? No
one can fathom the depths of his understanding. He gives power to
the tired and weak. Even the youths shall be exhausted, and the
young men will all give up. But they that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength. They shall mount up with wings like eagles;
they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:25-30. The Living Bible
THE PAST MONTH IN REVIEW:
Food Bank: Many thanks to all of you who volunteered to help
with Food Bank activities this month. Some of you spent a Sunday afternoon sorting and packaging already wrapped gifts for families. For
those who were without gifts, volunteers wrapped gifts that were just
purchased. Over 100 children received a gift thanks to the generosity of
many. Others volunteered each Monday evening to help hand out the
gifts and to hand out turkey dinners and monthly food allotments to our
families. Some volunteers have found they have developed friendships
as a result of their service. God bless each of you for reaching out to
those in need.
Our 24th annual Craft Show was a success again this year. We made a
profit of about $10,000. This does not count the Junior Youth candy
money sales or the Cub Scout bake sale money. This would not have
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been possible without the help of each and every one of you. Some of you
made donations of food, uncooked turkeys, or money. Many of you performed a variety of tasks. What I think is most important about the craft
show is the demonstration of all of us working together as a church family.
Along with all the preparation and participation we had a great deal of fellowship and good times getting to know one another.
The first Sunday in Advent was special in several ways. Michael
Metro preached his first sermon for us that day. I heard many positive responses to his sermon. Michael—thank you for helping us in this way! December 2 was also a time for about 15 members to begin focusing on the
spiritual by making Advent wreaths. We enjoyed lunch together and
learned about how an advent wreath can help us keep a daily focus on anticipating Christ’s coming during Advent.
Saturday, December 14, members of the Altar Guild, the Jr. Altar
Guild and other volunteers cleaned and polished brass and silver and hung
outside wreaths in preparation for our special Christmas services.
In spite of the bad weather, our senior youth decorated the parish hall
and planned for the caroling event on Sunday, December 15. About 30
hardy souls came out to enjoy the potluck dinner and participate in Christmas caroling. We had surprise visitors. It was not Santa Claus and Rudolph! It was King Wenceslaus and his page. I always wondered who they
were and why there is a Christmas Carol about them. We had a little lesson
about them before their appearance. Please read Marilyn Shive’s submission in this issue and you too will learn about these characters. Perhaps we
could model our lives more like them during future Advent seasons.
On Thursday, December 20, our Cub Scout pack enjoyed a demonstration of pine wood derby cars, in preparation for their first competition
early next year.
The search committee met this month. We have an ad running in the
Living Church. We will be meeting again early in the New Year. Please
pray for us as we continue our work.
(Cont’d on page 9)
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The Real Twelve Days of Christmas
Celebrating Christ's birth with saints of the faith
during the actual Christmas season.
By Edwin and Jennifer Woodruff Tait | posted 12/23/2004

S

ometime in November, as things now stand, the "Christmas season" begins. The streets are hung with lights, the stores are decorated with red
and green, and you can't turn on the radio without hearing songs about
the spirit of the season and the glories of Santa Claus. The excitement
builds to a climax on the morning of December 25, and then it stops, abruptly.
Christmas is over, the New Year begins, and people go back to their normal
lives.
The traditional Christian celebration of Christmas is exactly the opposite. The
season of Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas, and for nearly
a month Christians await the coming of Christ in a spirit of expectation, singing
hymns of longing. Then, on December 25, Christmas Day itself ushers in twelve
days of celebration, ending only on January 6 with the feast of the Epiphany.
Exhortations to follow this calendar rather than the secular one have become
routine at this time of year. But often the focus falls on giving Advent its due,
with the Twelve Days of Christmas relegated to the words of a cryptic traditional carol. Most people are simply too tired after Christmas Day to do much
celebrating.
The "real" twelve days of Christmas are important not just as a way of thumbing our noses at secular ideas of the "Christmas season." They are important because they give us a way of reflecting on what the Incarnation means in our
lives. Christmas commemorates the most momentous event in human history—the entry of God into the world He made, in the form of a baby. The Logos through whom the worlds were made took up His dwelling among us in a
tabernacle of flesh. One of the prayers for Christmas Day in the Catholic liturgy
encapsulates what Christmas means for all believers: "O God, who marvelously
created and yet more marvelously restored the dignity of human nature, grant
that we may share the divinity of Him who humbled himself to share our humanity." In Christ, our human nature was united to God, and when Christ enters our hearts, he brings us into that union.
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The three traditional feasts (dating back to the late fifth century) that follow
Christmas reflect different ways in which the mystery of the Incarnation works
itself out in the body of Christ. December 26 is the feast of St. Stephen—a traditional day for giving leftovers to the poor (as described in the carol "Good
King Wenceslas"). As one of the first deacons, Stephen was the forerunner of
all those who show forth the love of Christ by their generosity to the needy.
But more than this, he was the first martyr of the New Covenant, witnessing to
Christ by the ultimate gift of his own life. St. John the Evangelist, commemorated on December 27, is traditionally the only one of the twelve disciples who
did not die a martyr. Rather, John witnessed to the Incarnation through his
words, turning Greek philosophy on its head with his affirmation, "The Word
was made flesh, and dwelt among us" (John 1:14, KJV). On December 28, we
celebrate the feast of the Holy Innocents, the children murdered by Herod.
These were not martyrs like Stephen, who died heroically in a vision of the
glorified Christ. They were not inspired like John to speak the Word of life and
understand the mysteries of God. They died unjustly before they had a chance
to know or to will—but they died for Christ nonetheless. In them we see the
long agony of those who suffer and die through human injustice, never knowing that they have been redeemed. If Christ did not come for them too, then
surely Christ came in vain. In celebrating the Holy Innocents, we remember
the victims of abortion, of war, of abuse. We renew our faith that the coming of
Christ brings hope to the most hopeless. And, in the most radical way possible, we confess that like the murdered children we are saved by the sheer
mercy of Christ, not by our own doing or knowing.
In the Middle Ages, these three feasts were each dedicated to a different part
of the clergy. Stephen, fittingly, was the patron of deacons. The feast of John
the Evangelist was dedicated to the priests, and the feast of the Holy Innocents
was dedicated to young men training for the clergy and serving the altar. The
subdeacons (one of the "minor orders" that developed in the early church) objected that they had no feast of their own. So it became their custom to celebrate the "Feast of Fools" around January 1, often in conjunction with the feast
of Christ's circumcision on that day (which was also one of the earliest feasts
of the Virgin Mary, and is today celebrated as such by Roman Catholics). The
twelve days of Christmas saw similar celebrations of the topsy-turvy and the
unruly. A "Lord of Misrule" was often elected at Christmas and ruled the festivities until Epiphany. A schoolboy was traditionally chosen as bishop on December 6 (the Feast of St. Nicholas) and filled all the functions of bishop until
Holy Innocents' Day.
(Cont’d on page 8)
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Meetings

School Board - Monday, January 7th @ 7:00 p.m.
Finance
- Tuesday, January 8th @ 7:00 p.m.
Property
- Saturday, January @ 8:00 a.m.
Vestry
- Tuesday, January 15th @ 7:00 p.m.
Daughters of the King - TBA
Order of St. Luke
- January 12th & 26th @ 9:30 a.m.

TREASURER NEEDED: We are without a treasurer. If you think you may
be called to this very important position, or have questions about the position, please speak with Beverly Doneker or John Rothschild.
2008 CHURCH CALENDARS
Have arrived and are available in the narthex. Anyone who would like to
have one is welcome to take one.
FYI: The Sr. Youth Group is again accepting donations of
hats, scarves and gloves for the needy. They may be placed
on the tree in Parish Hall. Donations will be accepted until
the tree is dismantled on January 6th.

During the month of January, we will be collecting
the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Hot chocolate
Hot cereal
Pancake syrup
Pancake mix
Soup

Collection box is in the entrance
way near the Rector’s office.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity.

ALTAR FLOWERS/
SANCTUARY
CANDLE:
Sponsors will be
needed in January for both Altar
flowers and the sanctuary candle.
Available dates are Jan. 6th for
Altar flowers and Jan. 20th for the
sanctuary candle. Sign up sheets
will be posted on the bulletin
board next to the conference
room. Also, beginning 2008 we
will no longer be needing sponsors for chapel flowers.

Mon

7)
7:00 pm N.S. Board Mtg.

14)
NS Safety Town—Parish
Hall 8:30—3:00

21) Agnes

28) Thomas Aquinas

Sun

6) The Epiphany
7:30 Morn. Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun. School
Noon JYG

13) 7:30 Morn. Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun. School
Annual Parish
Meeting following
10:30 Mass

20) Fabian
7:30 Morn. Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun. School
Noon JYG

27) John Chrysostom
7:30 Morn. Prayer
8 & 10:30 Mass
9:15 Sun. School

29)
9:30 am Healing Mass
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

22) Vincent
9:30 am Healing Mass
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

15)
9:30 am Healing Mass
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
7:00 pm Vestry Mtg.

8)
9:30 am Healing Mass
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
7:00 pm Finance Mtg.

30)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
6:30 pm Scouts

23) Phillips Brooks
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
6:30 pm Scouts

16)
2:00 pm Clergy Bible
Study
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
6:30 pm Scouts

9) Julia Chester Emery
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer
6:30 pm Scouts

2)

1) New Year’s Day
10:00 a.m. Mass
Office closed

Wed

Tue

JANUARY 2008

31)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

24) Florence LiTim-Oi
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

17) Antony
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

10) William Laud
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer

3)

Thu

3900 Mechanicsville Road
Whitehall, PA 18052
610-435-3901
FAX LINE: 610-435-4156
EMAIL: saintste@ptd.net

Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church

25) St. Paul
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer &
Rosary

18) St. Peter
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer &
Rosary

11)
6:15 pm Eve. Prayer &
Rosary

4)

Fri

9:30 am O.S.L.

26) Timothy &
Titus

7:00 pm Movie
Night

19) Wulfstan

9:30 am O.S.L.

12) Aelred

5)

Sat

The Rev. John Wagner, Assistant Rector
610-767-7093
Mrs. Beverly Doneker, Senior Warden
484-239-2953
Judy Kuntz, Parish Secretary
WEB PAGE:
http://www.ststephenepiscopal.org
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Cont’d from page 5)
The Christmas season also sometimes saw the "Feast of the Ass," commemorating the donkey traditionally present at the manger. On this day, people
were supposed to bray like a donkey at the points in the Mass where one
would normally say "Amen."

It is easy to dismiss all these customs as pagan survivals (which many of
them are), or at best as irrelevant and harmless follies. Indeed, the medieval
church frowned on most of these practices, and the Reformers of the 16th
century finished the job of suppressing them. But perhaps there's a message
here worth pondering—that in the words of the horrified pagans of Thessalonica, the message of Christ turns the whole world upside down. In the
birth of Jesus, God has put down the mighty from their seats and exalted the
lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away
empty. Nothing will ever be safe or normal again. In the words of Michael
Card, we are called to "follow God's own fool." And yet, paradoxically, this
greatest of revolutionaries was not a rebel. The one who revealed the surprising meaning of God's Law and turned the tables on human traditions
nonetheless submitted to be circumcised according to the teaching of Moses.
Finally, on Epiphany (January 6), the celebration of Christmas comes to an
end. "Twelfth Night" (as all lovers of Shakespeare know) is the ultimate celebration of Christmas madness (Shakespeare's play features one of his many
"wise fools" who understand the real meaning of life better than those who
think they are sane). Epiphany commemorates the beginning of the proclamation of the gospel—Christ's manifestation to the nations, as shown in
three different events: the visit of the Magi, the baptism of Jesus, and the
turning of water into wine. In the Western tradition, the Magi predominate.
But in the Eastern churches, Jesus' baptism tends to be the primary theme. In
the Bucharest subway, children leading lambs walk through the trains in
commemoration of the Lamb of God to whom John pointed. Orthodox
Christians traditionally have their homes blessed with holy water on or
around this day. Nowhere is Epiphany celebrated more joyously than in
Ethiopia. Pilgrims from all over the country converge on the ancient city of
Aksum, where they bathe in a great reservoir whose waters have been
blessed by a priest.

Epiphany is often a forgotten festival (although, by the accident of
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Edwin's mother's birthday falling on January 5, his
very un-liturgical family preserved the ancient tradition of keeping the Christmas decorations up until
Epiphany). As the true end-point of the Christmas
season, however, Epiphany sends us into the world
Feast of the Epiphany in Addis
to live out the Incarnation, to witness to the light of
Ababa, Ethiopia
Christ in the darkness. Following Jesus, we have
been baptized into his death and resurrection. Whether we are called to martyrdom, or to prophetic witness, or simply to faithful living in the joys and sorrows of our daily lives, we live all of our days in the knowledge of our dignity,
redeemed through Christ and united to God. We are part of the strange society
of people whose world has been turned upside down, and we go out to witness
to this topsy-turvy truth: "The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us: and
we beheld his glory … and of his fullness have we all received, grace upon
grace" (John 1:14, 16).
(Cont’d from page 4)
THE MONTHS AHEAD:
•

Sunday, January 6, 2008, Epiphany Special Celebration Event following the 2nd. service in the parish hall

•

Sunday, January 13, 2008—Annual Parish meeting following the 10:30
service. Committee chairs—please remember to prepare and submit
your reports to the church office.

•

Saturday, January 19, 2008—Movie and popcorn in the parish hall.

•

Sunday, February 3, 2008—Bishop Paul’s visit/Scouting Sunday.
Scouts Blue and Gold banquet. Look for our Cub Scouts and their
families at services.

•

Friday, February 8 and Saturday the 9th—Vestry retreat at St. Francis
Friary, Bethlehem Township.

Respectfully submitted,
Your Sr. Warden

21)
Nadine Heefner
Vicki Kipp

28)
Maryjo Dugan

20)
Marilyn Benscoter

27)
Bettsie Eilinsfeld
Gregory Reeder

23)

16)
Kristin Kruk
(Breidinger)

9)
Douglas Boehrer
Victoria Miller

2)

Wed

29)
30)
Kathy Wentworth Candace Dailey
Pearl Hirschel

22)
Joseph Dispensa

15)
Jordan Smith

14)
Jessica Young

13)
Doris Flamish
S. David DeVore

1)
Rebecca Sarson

Tue

7)
8)
Robert E. Moyer III Audrey Bancroft
Swan Vacula

Mon

6)
Ray Reeder

Sun

31)

24)

17)

10)
Stephen Kerbacher
Sharon Fatzinger

3)

Thu

If your name is
missing and you
would like to be
added, please call
the office.

25)

18)
Alex Eddinger

11)
Benjamin Breidinger
Barbara Heefner

4)
Janice Wetherhold
Doris Boehrer

Fri

26)

19)

12)
Richard Hillenbrand
Sean Wetherhold
Christina Decker

5)
Donna Reitenauer

Sat

January 2008 Birthday Calendar
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CRAFT SHOW 2007
The following persons were winners in our Raffle Ticket drawing:
Tracy Bortz—Latch jacket, Michelle Carell—(2) Wall hanging snowmen
Carlene Davis—Santa gossip picture, Denise Edmonds—Cross stitch
w/boy, Kerry Greenawald—Door hanger dipped critter, Tracy
Gulkewicz—Felted wool purse, Jinny Hess—Wegman’s $25 gift card,
Gina Holmes—Doll pillow/blanket, Yvonne James—Raffia angel, Lynette Kantner—Candy, Danny Lindenmuth—Christmas mug, Kelly
Manfredo—Novelty Christmas Elf centerpiece, Oven mitts, Cross stitch
w/animals, Denise McCandless—Tile angel, Georgette Pester—Cookie
tray, Gerri Randis—Table runner, Wendy Reeder—Tissue box, Kalico
Kards, Lighted decorative bottle, Brenda Rider—Hand painted ornament, Carolyn Rider—Seeded hanging bird feeder, Denise Robinson—
Frosty’s Hat, Melissa Romano—Lollipop tree, Cheri Roth—Goats milk
product gift basket, Tres Royer—Snowman centerpiece w/lights, Chris
Ruth—Mr. & Mrs. Bunny, Christmas stocking, Joanne Searfass—
Christmas centerpiece & Sleigh decoration, Hand painted candle jar,
Carol Siegmund—Plastic bag holder, Andrea Snyder—Yarn angel, Pat
Stahr—Book light display w/elf, Gloria Stein—Country Santa, Emily
Strohl—Crystal snowflake ornament, Tina (?) - Christmas apron, Candle centerpiece, Bonnie Usher—Christmas log w/snowmen & lights,
VanLieu—Wall Christmas tree, Painted horseshoe, Dawn Wetzel—
Cloth book, Pat Yost—Faith inspiration vase, Tracy Zapack—”Hess’s
Patio” print, Zmitrovich—Necklace/bracelet/earring set
...and the beautiful quilt was won by Mary Rose Berfield
I want to thank everyone who helped with this year’s Craft Show
Raffle. Some donated items, sold tickets or helped announce the winners at the close of the show. I greatly appreciate all your help.
Barbara Heefner, Raffle Chairman
Also, to all who contributed crafts and/or time to our craft table, we
heartily thank you. The craft table alone made over $300.00.
Paula Evans & Joanne Searfoss
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NURSERY SCHOOL & KINDERGARTEN
The nursery school and kindergarten celebrated the birth of Jesus with a
special program toward the end of December. A brief presentation by the Nursery School
students was followed by a pageant presented by the Kindergarten students. Santa even
managed to make an appearance.
We celebrated the “12 Days of Christmas” before the Christmas break. The students were
able to purchase one or multiple stars for one dollar. Their names were written on the stars
which were used in a drawing “12” day’s during December. One star was drawn from a container, each day. The child, whose star was chosen, selected a Scholastic book from the
school’s inventory that they kept. The proceeds from the drawing were used to benefit two
families in the school, along with purchasing eight turkeys for the December food pantry distribution and the remainder of the profit was given to an organization in the church called
Daughters of the King. This organization will be using the money to send care packages to
men and women serving in the armed forces.
The 2007-2008 open registration for the public is tentatively set for March 3rd 2008 at 6:30
PM – 8:00 PM. Children registering for the 2008- 2009 school year must be at least 3 years
of age by December 1, 2008. Classes for older children are also available. NEW for 20082009 school year will be a 3 day class for 3 year olds. It will be held Tuesday – Thursday in
the afternoon only. Limited space is available for this class. If you know anyone interested
for next year you may also have them call the school office at: 610-435-4260.
A Joe Corbi Pizza fundraiser will begin Wednesday, January 2, 2008. If you are interested in
purchasing products from this fundraiser you may obtain order sheets from the school office.
It will end mid-January and pick up of the orders are scheduled for February (before the
SuperBowl). Products are great for quick meals and a must for Super Bowl parties!
We continue to collect Boxtops for education along with Redner’s “save-a-tape” receipts.
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO EV
EVERYONE!
ERYONE!
JoAnn Fedor, (Administrator)
Linda Ballard, Pamela Bath, Diane Batza,
Janis Beidleman, Linda Bentz, Janet Black, Mary Lou Casey,
Karen Costenbader, Deb D’Imperio, Tanya Dait, Cindy Fenstermaker,
Mary Helen Hetrich, Deb Krall, Terri Kramer, JoAnn Kulhamer,
Kristen Riedy, Ann Marie Ritter, Lynn Sandberg, Martina Schannauer,
Diane Wasley, Mary Waterhouse, Cynthia Weaver
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The following is a list of items that
we can send to our military at this
time of the year. There are many
suggestions on the following website; www.doonenicething.com.
This list was on that site along
with some additional life saving
items that were mentioned on the
news. (plastic wrap for first aide
with chest wounds, tampons for
bullet hole wounds and cigarettes to keep rifle barrels free of
the powdery sand which is so
prevalent everywhere. Cigarettes
will not effect the firing of the
weapons. Also Silly String to detect land mine wires. They also
love to have items to give to those
precious children who must deal
with the confusion and pain of
war.
A great suggestion for families,
children in Sunday school and
everyone, is to get the art supplies
out and make some
cards along with their special
greetings for the men and women
who are so far from home. Cards
in the new year mailing box
would be welcome as at anytime
of the year. (This is great for our
Sr. friends and shut-ins as well.)
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This is a great Advent project to
keep us focused on the reason for
the season.
Additional items are;
Pop corn (any kind)
Sticky tape (double sided)
keeps bugs away from
them while they sleep
Good chocolate
Baby wipes or other wipes
Hand sanitizer
Ground Coffee
Christmas ornaments
Beef Jerky
Personal notes and cards
Powdered Beverage sticks
(cool aide, etc.)
Your prayers and participation in
this on going project are so
greatly appreciated. We also appreciate money to pay for the shipping of these packages.
Questions? Ask the D.O.K. sisters "FOR HIS SAKE"
Laus Deo, Marilyn,
Doreen, Denise, Beverly.
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ELIZABETH BURKEPILE,
Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd, # 186,
Allentown, PA 18104
VERNA CANOVA,
Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd., #475,
Allentown, PA 18104
HELEN CHAMBERLAIN, Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd, # 302,
Allentown, PA 18104
CHARLES & MURIEL HARMANY, 437 Belvidere St., Apt. F7,
Nazareth, PA 18064
MARIE KORUTZ, 1000 Fourth Street, Apt. 107,
Whitehall, PA 18052
JOHN & MARY LEE, Luthercrest, 800 Hausman Rd, # 303,
Allentown, PA 18104
MARY POLUKA, Room 2136B Trexler Wing, Phoebe Home,
1925 Turner St., Allentown, PA 18104
ROBERT & DOLLY SMITH, 853 Cold Spring Rd., Apt. #2,
Allentown, PA 18103

* Celebrating a birthday this month
PLEASE VISIT AND/OR
SEND A CARD OF CHEER!
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Do you want to continue receiving the monthly SteveAdore?
If not, please contact the church office at 610-435-390l!

The following statements about the Bible
were written by children:
- In the first book of the Bible, Guinessis, God got tired of creating
the world so He took the Sabbath off.
- Samson slayed the Philistines with the axe of the apostles.
- Solomon, one of David’s sons, had 300 wives and 700 porcupines.
- When Mary heard she was the mother of Jesus, she sang the Magna Carta.
- The first commandment was when Eve told Adam to eat the apple.
For those serving in
the armed forces,
let us pray:
-

Kevin Rockel
Peter Carlson
Robert C. Gehres II
Robert C. Gehres III

-

Jeffrey Slough
Michael Lochiatto
David Saggio
Marie Gates

