
2008 Parish Meeting 
Our annual parish meeting will be held on Sunday, January 27, after the service 
and beginning with soup and sandwiches. The snow date is February 3. The agenda 
includes annual reports, approval of the budget for 2008, and election of new 
members of the vestry.  Nominations for vestry should be given to Fr. John or Will 
Hanson by Wednesday, January 16.   
 

St. James’ Mission 
Grow in Christ – his love is eternal. 

St. James’ Episcopal Church proclaims the gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  We 
welcome all people and strive to be a parish of respectful diversity, which can 
experience the love and word of God.  We believe that children are the treasured 
gifts of our Lord and are to be seen, heard, and involved.  We trust that the Holy 
Spirit will guide us into a deeper understanding of grace and a deeper knowledge of 
truth.  We believe in the use of all gifts of time and talent to meet the needs of 
others, through ministry and outreach, in the service of our Lord. 
 

St. James’ Episcopal Church is a parish of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
The Rt. Rev. Paul Marshall, Th.D., Bishop 

The Rev. Dr. John Heffner, Rector 
119 Chestnut Street East, Cleona, PA  17042 

717-273-1976 
E-mail:  Heffner@lvc.edu

Mrs. Julie Evitts, Senior Warden 
80 Sillyman St., Cressona, PA  17929 

385-2471 

Mrs. Marie Hanson, Organist 
870 Elizabeth Drive, Orwigsburg, PA  17961 

366-0088  

Vestry:  Marie Hanson, Junior Warden; Will Hanson, Clerk, 345-8777; Jim Dix, 
Treasurer, 345-6009; Fred Boote, 739-3331; Linda Hanson, 345-8777; Martha 
Semar, 739-2021; Donald Spencer, 366-2524; Nancy Wingert, 739-2875. 

St. James’ Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 603, 100 Dock Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA  

17972 
385-0737 

 
 

December 2007 
 

Advent, Christmas, & Epiphany 
 
We will celebrate the Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m. on each of the four Sundays of 
Advent, beginning on December 2 with the blessing of the Advent wreath.  Church 
school begins at 9:15.  The vestry will meet following the service on December 9. 
 
Christmas Eve begins with carols at 7:30 on Monday, December 24, followed by 
the Holy Eucharist, Rite I, at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Lessons and Carols and the Holy Eucharist on the First Sunday after Christmas 
Day, December 30, at 9:30 a.m.  No church school. 
 
No Wednesday service on January 2, 2008.   
 
The Epiphany of Our Lord Jesus Christ falls on January 6, which is also the first 
Sunday in 2008.  The Holy Eucharist at 9:30 a.m.; church school resumes at 9:15. 
 
The Ven. Howard Stringfellow, Archdeacon, will meet with the vestry at 6:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, January 8.  All members of the vestry should attend this meeting. 
 
Bishop Paul’s visitation is on Sunday, January 13, 2008.  The Holy Eucharist and 
reception of new members will be at 9:30 a.m.; church school children will join the 
service.  A covered dish luncheon follows the service. This is the First Sunday after 
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the Epiphany, the Baptism of Our Lord Jesus Christ, which is one of the four great 
baptismal feasts of our church year. 
To dedicate flowers for Christmas, please call Barbara Heffner at 570-385-5543.  
The donation is $25.00, payable to St. James’ Episcopal Church. 
 
There will be a service of Advent Lessons and Carols at Trinity Church, Pottsville 
on the Second Sunday of Advent, December 9, at 4:00 p.m.  A reception follows 
the service. 
 
Congratulations to Charles Joseph Warren and Lillyann Grace Warren, who 
were baptized at the service on November 11.  Thanks to the Warren family for 
hosting a delicious reception afterwards. 
 
More thanks.  In our October issue, we thanked those who have helped us in many 
ways.  Here are some additions:  to Karen Spencer for serving on the committee for 
health care, to Barbara Heffner for coordinating flower dedications, to Will Hanson 
(a.k.a. The Clerk) for his work as secretary, and to Bruce Croneberger for various 
odd jobs and especially for helping so regularly at our neighbor, St. John’s United 
Church of Christ, that they have dubbed him their Episco-pal. 
 
New liturgical books were dedicated in memory of Madeline Miller at the service 
on November 25, the Last Sunday after Pentecost.  The new books include a large 
lectionary, which contains all the lessons for Sundays and other holy days, and a 
book of gospel readings.  These books will serve us well, because a revised set of 
readings becomes official in the Episcopal Church on the First Sunday of Advent.  
The main change is the addition of optional selections from the Old Testament for 
the Sundays after Pentecost, although there are also some changes in the second 
lessons and gospels.  Our weekly leaflets will continue to have the familiar format. 
 
Snow.  Occasionally we cancel a Sunday service because of snow.  We believe that 
it is best not to have people travel when conditions are unsafe.  We also depend on 
the borough to plow parking and a contractor for the sidewalks and steps at the 
church. Under consideration by the vestry is a policy that would ask the Senior 
Warden to make a decision by 7:00 a.m. in consultation with other members and 
Fr. John.  An e-mail message would then be sent to members of the vestry.  If you 
would like to receive it, or if you would like to be called, please let us know.  In 

any case, before setting out on roads that may be icy, please use your better judg-
ment, considering parking and the sidewalks at the church.   
Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 6, with our first midweek service for 
2008.  The Holy Eucharist with imposition of ashes will be at 7:00 p.m.  Please 
note the time, which is later than usual for a Wednesday service. 
 
Our parish supports a food bank for Schuylkill Haven and vicinity.  Donations of 
non-perishable food may be placed in a basket in the Parish Hall.  Small sizes of 
packages are welcome.  Julie Evitts and Nancy Wingert are our representatives to 
the Council of Churches, which sponsors the food bank.  
 

New Hope Campaign 
 
If you receive this Newsletter, you should also have received information on the 
New Hope Campaign sponsored by our diocese. Additional copies are available at 
the church.  The campaign is featured in recent issues of Diocesan Life.  Proceeds 
benefit our companion diocese of Kajo Keji in the Episcopal Church of the Sudan 
and outreach to the needy within our diocese.  Your contributions should be sent 
directly to the diocese and not to the church. The diocese will mail statements for 
tax reporting.  Please be generous in your support.  
 

Vestry Highlights 
 
The vestry met on September 30 and November 11.  Visitations by the Archdeacon 
on January 8 and by Bishop Paul on January 13 were discussed at both meetings.  
A parish contribution of $3,000.00 was approved for the New Hope campaign.    
 
At the September meeting, the purchase of new liturgical books was approved.  
Plans were made for a pork and sauerkraut dinner on October 27, at which 151 
meals were served and $1165.61 was raised after expenses.  This was a very good 
result.  Thanks to all who contributed. 
 
At the November meeting, plans were discussed for Advent, Christmas, and the 
community Thanksgiving service on November 21.  Also discussed were a snow 
policy and nominations for the vestry.  The annual parish meeting was set for 



January 27; the snow date is February 3.  Future meetings of the vestry were set for 
December 9 and Tuesday, January 8. The most recent treasurer’s report is enclosed. 
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