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 CHARLES BAREBO CHAIRS  
CAMPAIGN FOR NEW HOPE 

Active Diocesan Layperson Is A Member  
of Saint Anne's Parish in Trexlertown 

Charles Barebo has accepted appointment by Bishop Paul to chair 
the upcoming $3.6 million campaign of our Bethlehem Diocese to 
help meet the desperate needs of our sisters and brothers in the 

Kajo Keji Diocese of the Episcopal Church in Sudan, as well as the 
equally desperate needs of those of our fellow citizens of 

Pennsylvania who live at or below the poverty level. 
  

Charles is chief executive officer of Otterbine Barebo, a 
corporation which specializes in pond and lake aeration systems 

and fountains.  He recently traveled to the Kajo Keji Diocese, 
companion diocese to our own Bethlehem Diocese, and has 

identified the effect of his experience on his life as "profound." 
  

I have heard the newly appointed campaign chair speak at the 
May 15 Clergy Day conference at Saint Luke's Church in Scranton 

and at the May 20 Saint Matthew Society recognition event in 
Allentown, and found him a captivating and compelling speaker.  I 
am hoping to arrange a Sunday this Fall, when he will be able to 

join us for worship and our fellowship hour, and to offer us at Saint 
Barnabas Parish his presentation, which includes a word and 

picture description of the land and people of Kejo Keji. 
  

As you will note in an article in this issue of Fresh New News, 
given my new responsibilities within the diocese I anticipate 

working in concert and close cooperation with Charlie Barebo and 
the Campaign for New Hope committee. 

  
You need to know that I am finding this campaign conceptually 

unique as church campaigns go.  As to the whys and wherefores 
of my interest in and excitement about the Campaign for New 

Hope, I ask you to read this month's HEARTbeat article on Page 3. 
  

As someone who feels he's pretty much seen it all over four and a 
half decades of ministry, I need to tell you that this approach to 
fulfilling our mission as the Church convinces me that I've yet 

something to learn, and perhaps something additional to offer the 
Church by way of resource, commitment, and example because of 

my learnings. 
 

I pray you will discover the same surprise, and find yourself and 
your faith commitment renewed through it! 

  
--Fr. John  

LIVE GOD’S LOVE IN FRESH NEW WAYS! 

“All individuals and 
institutions have a 

mutual responsibility to 
act as Trustees of 
Earth, seeking the 
choices in ecology, 

economics and ethics 
that will eliminate 

pollution, poverty and 
violence, foster 

peaceful progress, 
awaken the wonders of 

life, and realize the best 
potential for the future 

of the human 
adventure.” 

 - www.earthsite.org 
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CHURCH FINANCES 
 

Checking Account: 
Balance at Beginning of May $ 1,208.46 

May Pledge & Plate Offerings (through 6/03) 1,665.00 

Transfer from Church Savings Account 2,000.00 

Other Income  425.00 

Katrina Fund 25.00 

May Expenses Paid  (4,053.48) 

Balance at End of May $ 1,269.98 
 
Savings Account: 

Balance at Beginning of May $ 5,037.61 

Transfer to Church Checking Account (2,000.00) 

Balance at End of May $ 3,037.61 
 
Trust Fund: 

Market Value at End of May $ 69,650.63 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE  
 
Did you know you could support the mission and ministries of Saint Barnabas Church through a 
CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY? 
 

 + A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY is a private agreement through which you can give 
an asset to Saint Barnabas Church in exchange for a specified one lifetime or even 
two lifetime income. 

+ A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY allows you to make a meaningful gift and receive an 
income benefit without investment responsibilities. 

+ A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY can also serve as a means of generating income 
from a low income or no income asset. 

+ A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY funded by a gift of appreciated property or 
certain other appreciated assets can reduce your taxation of capital gains. 

+ A CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITY may afford you a partial income tax deduction. 
  
To find out more about CHARITABLE GIFT ANNUITIES in general -- or how this method of giving to 
support the mission and ministries of Saint Barnabas Church might benefit you, personally -- call 
Char Horst, Esquire at 610-683-8625 or e-mail her at crhorst@ptd.net 
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“Blessed are those 

who can laugh...“ 

Since this issue of Fresh New News comes in the same month as our liturgical 
observance of Trinity Sunday, I thought these stories might be both timely and 
enjoyable.  -Fr. John 
 
I arrived home and was greeted tongue-in-cheek by my son, Aaron, who 
said:  "Father!" I responded in kind with "Son!" From the other side of 

the room our daughter, Sarah, 7, added:  "and the Holy Spirit."  
  

During the children's sermon, the priest said:  "This is Trinity Sunday, 
when we talk about the Father, the Son, and . . . " He paused just long 

enough for a little boy to finish his sentence:  "The mother!"  
 

- Adapted from the "Light Side"  feature in the June, 2007 issue of The Lutheran magazine 

It's a "tall order," and that's an understatement!  Our Bethlehem Diocese 
is about to embark on a remarkable venture which has long been a dream 
of our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Paul Marshall. We're setting out to raise $3.6 
million.  No, your eyes are not deceiving you: THREE MILLION SIX 
HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS!  Remarkable, indeed!  But what's 
even more remarkable is this: 

  

+ Not one cent of that $3.6 million is for us:  not for the diocesan operating or capital budgets and not for the 
operating or capital budgets of any one of our Bethlehem Diocese's sixty-eight (68) parishes! 

 

+ Every cent of that $3.6 million is for others:  Some $2.6 million will be designated to support the mission and 
ministry of our companion diocese in the African country of Sudan, the Diocese of Kajo Keji, which each and 
every day valiantly and faithfully gives witness to the love of God in the name of our Lord Christ, despite the 
poverty, struggles, and challenges amidst which it serves. 

 

+ And almost $1 million -- $900,000 -- will be designated for the people of Pennsylvania who are living at or 
below poverty levels, many of them with special needs, whose plight is not being addressed -- either not at 
all or less than substantially -- by federal, state, or local governmental programs -- or by already overtaxed 
and overstretched private or church-sponsored health and human service agencies.  Envisioned are  
cooperative ventures by our diocese and parishes to address and help ameliorate human need right here 
where we live! 

 
Now, I can tell you in a HEARTbeat that this is the kind of campaign I am ready to get behind and personally 
support with my prayers and my pledge!  Just imagine:  a $3.6 million campaign which intends to "give away" 
everything it raises . . . that sees only the needs of YOU and keeps nothing for ME.  From my understanding of 
the faith, this is as Christ-like as people like you and me can become in this imperfect, ME FIRST kind of world in 
which we 21st century Christians live! 
 

+ So I do encourage you.  As you hear, read, and learn more about this coming "Campaign for New Hope," 
pray about how you can and will support it.  Talk with your family and fellow parishioners -- and with me --
about what it can mean to renewing your understanding of what it truly means to be Christian, even and 
especially when it calls for sacrifice on your part ON BEHALF OF PEOPLE -- God's people -- YOU'VE NOT 
EVEN MET!  And then join me, to use words repeated throughout this past Lent's sermons, in following "the 
path less traveled by”.  Being, and becoming anew, the Christian you became when at your Baptism the 
Cross of Christ was traced on your forehead with Holy Oil. 

 
From where I stand, this "Campaign for New Hope" has the capacity of reinforcing -- and in many cases of 
restoring -- the Church's own HEARTbeat, the Church's own "vital sign" of life.  I won't want to miss out on this 
venture, which has the capacity of becoming a downright adventure in nurturing and growing faith.  I don't think 
you'll want to miss out on it, either.  There's too much at stake -- including your very own life! 
 

  --Fr. John 
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 Sunday, June 10 + The Holy Eucharist + 10 a.m.   
Celebrant:  Fr. John Brndjar 

 Musician:  Henry Grimm Sacristan:  Lenore Oliveri 
 Usher:  John Tumolo Reader and Prayers:  Jacob Charlton  
 Eucharistic Minister:  Phil Oliveri  Fellowship Host:  The Oliveri Family 

 
Wednesday, June 13 + Opportunity House Dinner 

 
Sunday, June 17 + The Holy Eucharist + 10 a.m.  

Celebrant:  Fr.  John Brndjar 
 Musician:  Henry Grimm Sacristan:  Lenore Oliveri 
 Usher:  John Tumolo Reader and Prayers:  Charles Brown 
 Eucharistic Minister:  TBA Fellowship Host:  Pat Brown 

 
Sunday, June 24 + The Holy Eucharist + 10 a.m.  

Celebrant:  Fr. John Brndjar 
 Musician:  Henry Grimm Sacristan:  Lenore Oliveri 
 Usher:  John Tumolo Reader and Prayers:  Scot Horst 
 Eucharistic Minister:  Pat Brown Fellowship Host:  Parish Luncheon 
 

Sunday, July 1 + The Holy Eucharist + 10 a.m.  
Celebrant:  Fr. John Brndjar 

 Musician:  Henry Grimm  Sacristan:  Lenore Oliveri 
 Usher:  John Tumolo  Reader and Prayers:  TBA 
 Eucharistic Minister:  TBA   Fellowship Host:  TBA 
 

Sunday, July 8 + The Holy Eucharist + 10 a.m.  
Celebrant:  Fr. John Brndjar 

 Musician:  Henry Grimm  Sacristan:  Lenore Oliveri 
 Usher:  John Tumolo  Reader and Prayers:  TBA 
 Eucharistic Minister:  TBA   Fellowship Host:  TBA 

PARISH CALENDER 

      As it comes to each of us, the day finally arrived for Forrest Gump, and he found himself standing before the Pearly Gates --with 
Saint Peter himself coming down the walk toward him.  Peter allowed as to how there was an exam everyone had to pass prior to being 

admitted to heaven, but that it had only three questions which, without further ado, he proceeded to ask Forrest. 

The first question was this:  "What two days of the week begin with the letter T?"  Forrest didn't hesitate for a second.  "That's easy,"  
he said:  "Today and Tomorrow."  "Not exactly what I was thinking about," said Peter, "but I'll give you credit for that answer." 

Now came the second question:  "How many seconds are there in a year?"  This took a little more thought on Forrest's part, but he soon 
responded:  "Twelve."  Astounded, Peter asked:  "Twelve?  Twelve?  How in heaven's name did you come up with twelve seconds in a 
year?"  Forrest replied:  "Well, there's January 2nd, February 2nd, March 2nd, April 2nd . . . "  "Hold it," interrupted Peter.  "I can also 

see where you're going with this.  Again, it's not quite what I had in mind, but I'll give you credit for this answer, too." 

Finally, the last question:  "Can you tell me God's first name?"  "Sure," said Forrest.  "It's Andy.  Peter's  
frustration and exasperation now began to show.  "How in the world did you ever come up with the name  

Andy as the first name of God?"  "I learned it from a song in Sunday School," said Forrest confidently.   
"ANDY WALKS WITH ME, ANDY TALKS WITH ME, ANDY TELLS ME I AM HIS OWN."   
Without a word, Saint Peter pressed a button and the Pearly Gates began to swing open.   

Then he broke into a big grin as he said: "Run, Forrest, Run!" 
                       

FORREST at the PEARLY GATES 

-adapted from the Internet 
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New Bishop Elected in Our  
Companion Diocese 

 

The Rt. Rev. Anthony Poggo  
was Enthroned on June 3  

 
As you know, our Bethlehem Diocese has long 
maintained a companion relationship with the Diocese of 
Kajo Keji of the Episcopal Church in Sudan, one of the 
thirty-eight independent national churches which -- 
together with the Episcopal Church, USA -- constitute the 
world-wide Anglican Communion, whose spiritual leader 
is the primate of the Church of England, the Most 
Reverend Rowan Williams, Archbishop of 
Canterbury.  
 
Located in the developing African nation of Sudan, 
the Diocese of  Kajo Keji celebrated the 
enthronement of Bishop Poggo on June 3rd. 
Representing our diocesan Bishop, the Rt. Rev. 
Paul Marshall, were the retired archdeacon of our 
diocese, who currently serves as interim dean of 
Bethlehem's Cathedral Church of the Nativity, the 
Ven. Richard Cluett, and Mrs. Connie Fegley. 
  
Bishop Poggo, ordained a priest in 1996, is 
married to Jane Namurye.  The Bishop and his 
wife are the parents of three daughters, Grace, 
Faith and Joy.  Having served as executive director 
of ACROSS, a Christian aid and relief organization in 
Sudan, Kenya and Uganda, the newly consecrated 
bishop holds a bachelor's degree in public 
administration and management, and master's 
degrees in Biblical studies and business 
administration. 
  
Pray for Bishop Poggo and the people of Kajo Keji 
as they continue to share their faith in Christ while 
facing the ongoing struggles and challenges in 
Southern Sudan. 

BISHOP MARSHALL APPOINTS 
OUR PARISH PRIEST CHAIR  

OF DIOCESAN SOCIAL 
MINISTRIES COMMITTEE 

 
On May 15, at the Clergy Day conference 

held at Saint Luke's Church, Scranton -- and 
in a diocesan-wide e-mail which followed --

 Bishop Paul Marshall announced his 
appointment of Fr. John as chair of the 

reconstituted Social Ministries Committee of 
the Bethlehem Diocese. 

 
In addition to helping develop an awareness 
of the essential nature of the Church's social 

ministries within our communities as a 
concrete expression of our faith, the new 
Social Ministries Committee will have at 

least two new specific mandates:  1) to work 
in concert with the forthcoming $3.5 million 
diocesan Campaign for New Hope and 2) to 

develop grant allocation protocols for the 
nearly $1 million of that campaign            

ear-marked for diocesan / parish sponsored 
initiatives to provide resources for needy 

persons and families in Pennsylvania, and to 
make final recommendations of individual 
grant amounts to parishes utilizing those 
protocols.  (Please see both page 1 and 

HEARTbeat -- page 3 -- articles in this issue 
of Fresh New News.) 

  
This volunteer appointment returns  

Fr. John to a focus of the Church's ministry 
in which he spent thirty years as president 
and chief executive officer of three social 

ministry agencies, headquartered in 
Hazleton, York, and Allentown, respectively, 

and in total serving persons in 20 
Pennsylvania and 4 Maryland counties. 

"Love doesn't make the world go 'round. 
Love is what makes the ride worthwhile." 

 
Source:  “Community Ministries News," a monthly 
newsletter published by Lutheran Social Services  

of South Central Pennsylvania 
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Happy Anniversary to 
Phil & Lenore Oliveri  

on June 26th!!! 

Saint Barnabas Episcopal Church 
234 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 236 
Kutztown, PA 19530 
(610) 683-7787 
stbec@hometownu.com 

For answers to any questions about Saint Barnabas Parish, please contact our: 
+ Priest-in-Charge, the Rev. Dr. John M. Brndjar, at 610-434-7426 or at Jbrndjar@aol.com  
+ Senior Warden, Char Horst, at 610-683-8625 or at crhorst@ptd.net 

Happy Birthday to  
Lenore Oliveri on June 16th  

and to 
JT Oliveri on July 10th!!! 

Important Reminder! 
June 24 is Consecration Sunday . . .  

  . . . and it will be a success if you and 
everyone in our Saint Barnabas Parish family 
will be present at the 10 A.M. Eucharist, and 
the all-parish luncheon following, to hear our 

good friend Dan Charney speak, to enjoy 
each other's company, and to offer your 

strong "Yes!" to the new life God is giving 
Saint Barnabas Church by completing your 
2007estimate of  giving card . . . something 

you and I choose to do not for the sake of the 
parish budget, but for ourselves 
and our wanting to be active and  

supportive partners within the 
family of God.  

 I look forward to greeting you 
on June 24th!   

-Fr. John 


