
 

Grace Notes              Grace Episcopal Church, Kingston 
  The Rev’d Geoffrey Howson                      October 2007  
 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

 
October 9 

St Martha’s meets 7pm 
 

October 12 and 13 
Convention of the  

Diocese of Bethlehem 
 

October 14 
Breakfast 9am 

 
Vestry meets following  

The 10am service 
 

October 21 
Confirmation Class 9am 

 
October 28 

Confirmation Class 9am 
 
 
 

Consecration Sunday  
Luncheon 

November 19th 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Last month I shared with you an 
article written by an outstanding 
Episcopal author and priest, 
Barbara Brown Taylor. Another 
author that I have enjoyed reading 
this summer has been Brian 
McLaren. He was a pastor of a 
large non-denominational church 
in Maryland outside of 
Washington and is a challenging 
author who really tries to get at the 
heart of the contemporary church. 
 

Last week when I preached, I made a clumsy attempt to 
distinguish between clergy (you may remember the phrase “I 
am not your ordinary Christian”) and laity (“you all are 
ordinary Christians”).  I was informed by my most loving 
critic afterwards that such a characterization made her feel 
like “chopped liver,” which was not at all the effect I was 
going for!  Not surprisingly, Brian McLaren states what I 
wanted to say a bit more eloquently and clearly: 
 

I can imagine us abandoning the bad idea 
that some people are “clergy” (the special 
ones who perform) and others who are 
“laity” (the passive ones who observe -- and 
often critique -- the performance of the 
clergy). Instead, I can imagine us seeing 
everyone as potential agents of the kingdom. 
(Brian D. McLaren, The Secret Message of Jesus, W. 
Publishing House, 2006, p.85.) 

 
That quote comes from a chapter entitled “Jesus 007,” and 
McLaren suggests that those of you in your everyday 
workplace are the secret agents of the kingdom. I think he is 
on to something. Too often the story of sharing and living out 
the values of Jesus is focused on the religious 
“professionals.” Let me quote him again:  
 

What if their role (the clergy) is at best 
minor? What if the real difference is made in 
the world not by us preachers, but by those 
who endure our preaching, those who quietly 
live out the secret message of the kingdom of 
God in their daily workaday lives in the 
laboratory, classroom, office, cockpit, 
parliament, kitchen, market factory, and 
neighborhood? (Ibid.) 

 
In our parish and in our world, you are the real agents, the 
stewards, the miracle workers, and as we give back to God a 
portion of the gifts that we have received from God, I wonder 
if you know unchurched people who may not like the church 
but are curious about Jesus and want to hear more from Him 
and about Him. Could you reach out to those people and 
gently, lovingly suggest there is a group of seekers of the 
kingdom who want to share with a fellow sojourner, that 
there is a place they can come which eschews judgmentalism 
and exclusivism, and instead emphasizes the kingdom values 
of Jesus? 



 
With that, I offer you an article, which just 
might prompt you to pick up one of McLaren’s 
books and maybe suggest to me that we 
engage in a study together. 
 
With blessings from the most ordinary of 
Christians to all of you! 
 
Geoff 
 

A New Kind of Christian 
An imagined conversation about how 
Christians should interpret the Bible and 
handle troubling verses.  
 
By Brian D. McLaren  
 
We covered at least six miles in our walk 
that day. Our conversation covered even 
more ground, though its course wasn't 
nearly as linear or smooth as the towpath 
beneath our feet. Let me share with you 
part of our conversation. 
 
"One of our biggest debates," I said, "and 
maybe the most important, is the whole 
Bible thing. In the conservative 
evangelical churches that I grew up in, 
our view of the Bible was the most 
important element in our identity. Many of 
our churches were in fact called 'Bible 
Church' or 'Bible Chapel,' and our summer 
camps were 'Bible camps,' our higher 
education institutions were 'Bible colleges,' 
and our experiences of fellowship took 
place in 'Bible studies.' Our arch-
opponents were the 'liberals,' the people 
on the other end of your line, whom we 
fought against because they didn't take 
the bible 'literally,' as we felt they should. 
How do you see us transcending that level 
of discourse, Neo?"  
 
"You like to start with the tough ones, don't 
you, Dan?" he quipped. "One of my 
mottoes in life is that people are often 
against something worth being against 
but in the process find themselves for 

some things that are worth being for. I 
think that's the case with both sides of the 
battle about the Bible. The conservatives 
are against reinterpreting ancient wisdom 
in light of contemporary fads or moods, 
and they are against in any way 
weakening the strong, unchanging 
backbone of the faith, fearing that we'll 
be left with a kind of jellyfish spirituality if 
the liberals have their way. Meanwhile, 
the liberals are against pitting faith against 
honest scientific investigation and turning 
faith into and ant-intellectual enterprise. 
They're against the obscurantism-the 
resistance to free inquiry-that is so 
common in conservative circles. And 
they're against the privatization of faith. 
They feel that conservatives have 
retreated to the private sphere, worrying 
only about their own personal salvation, 
leaving the world at large to go to hell 
ecologically, culturally, in terms of social 
justice, that sort of thing. So I think we 
have to begin by saying that both sides 
are against something worthy of being 
against. They both have a point."  
 
I interrupted. "OK, Neo, but still, the issue is 
pretty important. I don't think you can just 
wish-wash around the middle and say 
nice things about both sides. There's a lot 
at stake. Evangelicals would say that the 
Bible is the foundation of everything, so if 
you tamper with the foundation, the 
whole structure is in danger of crashing 
down. It seems to us evangelicals that 
liberals kind of sort through the Bible and 
throw out anything that doesn't appeal to 
them."  
 
"Yes, and you evangelicals tend to be 
unaware that evangelicals themselves do 
the same thing. But I won't get into that."  
 
I interrupted, "No, I'd be interested in what 
you had to say about that." 
 



"OK," Neo continued. "Fortunately, 
evangelicals don't say that people who 
disobey their parents should be stoned, as 
the Bible teaches in Leviticus, or that 
people whose genitals are mutilated 
should be excluded from worship, as the 
Bible also teaches in Leviticus, or that it's a 
sin for women to wear jewelry or have a 
short haircut, as the Bible teaches in some 
of Paul's writings. They don't justify killing 
infidels, even though Moses ordered the 
faithful to do so in Exodus. They don't 
practice polygamy, even though Solomon 
and David did. They don't recommend 
dashing the infants of their enemies 
against stones, as one of the Psalms 
celebrated. No, they have a grid of 
decency that keeps them from applying 
the Bible literally in these situations. But 
they seem generally unaware of this grid; 
they think they rigorously apply the Bible 
literally, and no one else is as faithful as 
they are. Their grid is like their own retina - 
they see by it, so they can't see it. As you 
said, the liberals do this sifting and sorting 
too, but they just have a different grid. So 
when the evangelicals say they're arguing 
about the Bible's absolute authority, too 
often they are arguing about the 
superiority of the traditional grid through 
which they read and interpret the Bible. 
Of course, I'd not recommend you say 
that to any of them, because they'll get 
pretty upset with you. They really can't see 
it. They'll think you're a fool or a 
troublemaker."  
 
I responded: "I think you're being unfair 
there, Neo. It's not some arbitrary grid. We 
avoid applying some passages literally 
because other passages teach us not to. 
For example, Jesus set up a kind of 
revolution in how the Old Testament law 
would be read and applied, and the early 
apostles clarified the difference between 
living under grace as opposed to law."  
 

Neo stopped walking and faced me. 
"Well, let me ask you a question. You're 
aware of how conservative Christians in 
the United State just 150 years ago used 
the Bible to defend slavery, just as they did 
in Jamaica? And now you'd say those 
chaps were dead wrong, would you not?" 
I was nodding my head slowly, realizing 
that this issue was affecting us in different 
ways. "How can you be sure that some of 
your ironclad interpretations today aren't 
similarly fueling injustice?"  
 
I protested: "Neo, I never said that my 
interpretations were infallible. I'm just 
saying that the Bible itself is."  
 
He responded, "Well, I'm wondering if you 
have an infallible text, but all your 
interpretations of it are admittedly fallible, 
then you at least have to always be open 
to being corrected about your 
interpretations, right?" I was nodding 
again. Yes. Of  course. Neo kept talking: 
"So the authoritative text is never what I 
say about the text or even what I 
understand the text to say but rather what 
God means the text to say, right? So the 
real authority does not reside in the text 
itself, in the ink on the paper, which is 
always open to misinterpretation - 
sometimes, history tells us, horrific and 
dangerous misinterpretation. Instead, the 
real authority lies in God, who is there 
behind the text or beyond it or above it, 
right? In other words, the authority is not in 
what I say the text says but in what God 
says the text says."  
 
At this point, I wasn't sure what to say. Neo 
continued, "Our interpretations reveal less 
about God or the Bible than they do 
about ourselves. They reveal what we 
want to defend, what we want to attack, 
what we want to ignore, what we're 
unwilling to question. When Judgment Day 
comes, God might ask a lot of us how we 
interpreted the Bible - not to judge if our 



interpretations are right or wrong but to let 
our interpretations reveal our hearts. That 
will be telling enough." 
 
Excerpted from 'A New Kind of Christian' 
by Brian D. McLaren. Copyright 2001. 
Reprinted with permission from Jossey-Bass 
Inc.  
 
 
Consecration Sunday Is Coming 
 
In the second epistle of Paul the Apostle to the 
Corinthians in 9:11 we are told you will be 
enriched in every way for your great 
generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to 
God. 
 
Congregations that approach financial 
stewardship from a biblical perspective do not 
view the money Christians give to their church 
merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such 
congregations see financial contributions as a 
way to help people grow spiritually in their 
relationship with God by supporting their 
church’s mission and ministry with a 
percentage of their incomes. 
 
Our congregation’s Vestry has selected the 
New Consecration Sunday Stewardship 
Program as a way to teach the biblical and 
spiritual principles of generous giving in our 
stewardship education emphasis this year. 
 
New Consecration Sunday is based on the 
biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to 
give for his or her own spiritual development, 
rather than on the need of the church to receive.  
It encourages people toward proportionate and 
systematic giving in response to the question, 
“What percentage of my income is God calling 
me to give?”  
 
During morning worship on Consecration 
Sunday, we are asking our attendees and 
members to make their financial commitments 
to our church’s missionary, benevolent, and 
educational ministries in this community and 

around the world. 
 
Every attendee and member who completes an 
Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by 
attending morning worship on Consecration 
Sunday.  The procedure is done in such a way 
that no one feels personal embarrassment if he 
or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
 
We will do no home solicitation to ask people 
to complete cards. During morning worship our 
guest lecturer will conduct a brief period of 
instruction and inspiration, climaxed by 
members making their commitments as a 
confidential act of worship. 
 
We will encourage participation in 
Consecration Sunday events through the 
Stewardship Committee and Vestry.  Since we 
will make no follow-up visits to ask people to 
complete their cards, we will make every effort 
to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to 
attend Consecration Sunday worship. 
 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic 
participation in Consecration Sunday events. 
 
Stewardship Chairman 
Ed Macosky 
 
Stewardship Committee:  Joe Jackloski, 
Cynthia Johnson, Robin Yedlock 
 
News from St. Martha's 
     
Many thanks to all who in any way contributed 
to the success of the recent Rummage and Bake 
Sale, which made a profit of $733.00.  It was 
certainly a parish wide effort: there were those 
of you who contributed items to the sale, those 
who helped with the set up and "wrap up" and 
those who were there during the sale itself.  So 
once again: thanks everyone, we could not 
have done it without you.  (A request to you 
with children: if you have any clothing that you 
don't need any more, could 
you possibly save it for the 



next rummage sale?  We had hardly any 
children's clothing this year and we had quite a 
few customers asked for kids' wear).  
 
 
Our next meeting will be held on October 9 
at 7 pm in the Wallis Room.  At that time we 
will assemble the kits for Children at Risk.  
Please drop off some of the following items by 
Sunday, October 7: Baby/Toddler items such 
as Diapers and pull-ups, diaper wipes, 
pacifiers, Q-tips for babies, Desitin ointment, 
etc.  For older Youth & Teens: chaps ticks, 
hand cream, sanitizer, shaving cream, 
underwear, first aid cream, band aids, 
deodorant, dental floss, mouthwash, sanitary 
products, tissues, tooth brushes and tooth paste, 
etc.   
 
At the October meeting, we will also discuss 
the possibility of another hoagie sale.   
 

Please come out on October 9 and join us. 
 

Vestry Highlights 
 
Vestry will meet on October 14th 
immediately following the 10am service. All 
members please make every effort to attend.  
 
September Income  6452.00 
September Expenses 10402.54 
 
Please remember how important it is to 

keep your pledge up to date!! 
 

- Parallis Painting was chosen paint the 
exterior of the rectory and the carport. 

 
- Bruce Dadurka will repair the 

stonework on the church patio (area at 
the top of the ramp) 

 
- St Martha’s has donated $1500.o0 

towards replacement of the runner 
inside the church. Joe Jackloski will 
contact providers to get bids. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Griff Keefer reported that the 
Development Committee discussed 
several fund raising ideas, spaghetti 
dinner, and donations for plaques on 
pews and around the church, as well as 
joint projects with other churches. They 
recommend having 4 spaghetti dinners 
in succession, on the third Wednesday 
of the month. Watch for updates! 

 
- Cynthia Johnson presented the 

Consecration Sunday program. 
Emphasis on the need for the giver to 
give, not the need for the church to 
receive. 

 
- Thanks for Helen Youells who will be 

coordinating the family breakfast on 
Oct 14th. 
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