
St. JOHN’s   CHURCH
Hamlin, Pennsylvania

The  EAGLE
DECEMBER  2007

  The Rev’d Edward K. Erb, Rector Mr. Ryan R. Weber, Director of Music  

  Parish Phone 570-689-9260 Website:  stjohnshamlin.philerb.com  

PARSON’S  CORNER How do you get from point A to point B?

Well, the problem with stereotypes is that there is truth to them...  Us guys (“We” guys?  Nah.)

Us guys just head off in that direction, whatever direction it may be.  It’s that way.  We just jump in

the car and go.  Planning?  Map-reading?  Nope, not necessary.  Trust me.

Now the prudent and wise man will acknowledge that the real reason isn’t stubbornness, nor

cockiness - we just don’t know how to read maps and then trying to fold them up again.  Forget it!

Why do you think Magellan and Tom Tom GPS systems are selling so well?  We don’t have to think.

Just push a few buttons - plus, it’s a status technology cool gadget!

Yet the more prudent and the more wise man will listen to reason and sit and plan a course with

the spousal-unit nodding agreement and offering encouraging tidbits.

We are all on a new journey this year - The Erb family and St. John’s parish family - a new

journey through territory unknown by many.  I think back almost 10 years ago when some of those

still at St. John’s went through the process of bringing the first full-time priest into your midst.  Some

of those are still here and yet the circumstances are different.  But I digress.

Whenever you start on a new journey, you want to know where you are - that is crucial to start

plotting the course - where are we?  And then you must pin-point your final destination goal - where

do we want to end up?  Looking at a map, you can see there are a number of routes to get there.  Some

are more direct, but less scenic.  Some have beautiful vistas, but may take us far out of our way.  Are

we pressed for time?  Do we want to make a number of stops along the way - and how many should

we make?  Will we get lost if we take that course?  Options to weigh.  Judgements to make.

All of these suggestions are not only practical, but theological and spiritual questions.  The

ancient Hebrews had God leading them through the wilderness by the pillar of fire by night and the

pillar of cloud by day.  Can we expect the same as we set foot on a new journey through a wilderness?

Yes.  But only if we seek direction.  Open our eyes to see God’s work at hand and to seek for

directions in His road-map.  Pray, read God’s word and work diligently for the betterment of God’s

people in our mission field.  And with those priorities in mind, we will find ourselves exactly where

God wants us.

Let me take this concluding paragraph to thank you all of St. John’s parish and extended family

for where you have brought Sue and I.  It has indeed been a journey, with many bumps and with many

more exciting memories and snapshots along the way and also with the many laughs and love we have

shared.  We are both grateful to you - but more and much more - to God for having us spend these 9-

1/2 years with you as we began our ministry together - the Erbs’ and St. John’s’ ministries together.

Father Erb



PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT Use OUR Mission Statement in YOUR Life

The mission of St. John’s Church is to:

+ Restore all people to unity in Christ.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

ST. JOHN’S VESTRY

Sr. Warden- Marianne Berryman (2010), 595-2851       Jr. Warden- Bradley Todd  (2009), 689-1910

Clerk - Jeannette Mattes (2010) Treasurer - Jean Pettinato (appointed annually)

Jeanne Damirgian (2009) Vikki Englert (2008) Barbara Hraba  (2010)

Frances Hager (2008) James Simms (2009) Sandra Toy (2008)

Youth Representative:   Joseph Dowdell (2009)

VESTRY  HIGHLIGHTS

At its November Meeting, Vestry:

+ reviewed the draft Budget for 2008;  and accepted the recommendation of Finance Committee

that we advertise for and hire a part-time secretary and part-time sexton.  Fran Hager

will chair a Personnel Committee to see to the hiring.  Also approved was adding a

travel allowance for Ryan Weber which will not be taxed income in lieu of a raise in

salary.

+ agreed to Christmas bonuses for various workers and staff.

+ decided to look into the rental of the rectory in the interim, subject to meeting with the Canon

to the Ordinary in January.

+ Vestry will be in contact with our lawyer re: the moneys held in escrow wishing a decision by

December 15  or further legal proceedings will ensue.th

+ members of Vestry have agreed to take turns overseeing The Thrift Shoppe which will remain

open during the winter months.

+ The Worship Committee recommended several items for our worship come January.  It was

announced that The Rev’d Dr. Ronald Miller has agreed to serve as supply clergy

during January and February.  Pastor Heckler will continue the Saturday services.

WELCOME  to  NEW  MEMBERS:
Mary Edwards’ mother and sister, Catherine Walpole and Veronica Gibbons have become our

newest family members.  In addition, we received the Letter of Transfer for Fran Hager.  Welcome!

NEW HOPE CAMPAIGN
To date our Diocese has received $2,700,000 in pledges for the New Hope Campaign.  This

is 75% of our goal and comes from only 6.5% of the families in our Diocese.  I have not received a

breakdown of where we stand at St. John's but I would like to thank all those who have pledged.  If

anyone would like to pledge and has not done so, it is not too late.  If you do not have a pledge card,

please see me and I will see that you get one.

Please remember that the last Sunday of every month is "New Hope Campaign Sunday" and

all loose plate offering will be given to the New Hope Campaign.

Marianne Berryman, New Hope Coordinator for St. John's



NOTES FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN

As all you know by now,  Fr. Erb and Sue will be leaving us as of January 1, 2008.   Fr. Erb has

accepted the position of rector at Grace Episcopal Church, Honesdale.   This will be a challenging time

for us at St. John's, but I am sure that with God's help we will emerge as an even stronger Parish.  I

have asked many of you to take on some of the extra duties that were done by FrEd and Sue and I have

been overwhelmed with the spirit of cooperation that I have observed.  I thank everyone who has

"stepped up to the plate".  

We will have a farewell luncheon for the Erb's after the 10 am service on December 23rd.  I have asked

Sandy Toy to coordinate the menu.  She will be calling on many of you to bring a  covered dish.  

The Vestry has approved the hiring of a part-time secretary and a part-time sexton.  A committee has

been formed and they will begin advertising.  If you know of anyone interested in either of these

positions, please contact Fran Hager, Personnel Committee chairperson.  (To avoid possible conflicts,

we have decided that both these positions should be filled by someone outside the parish.)

The Erbs will be with us through Christmas Day, and then they will take the week after Christmas as

their final vacation.  They have  found a home in Honesdale and will begin the moving process at that

time.  

We will observe Morning Prayer on Sunday, December 30th.  One or more of our Licensed Lay

Readers will conduct both Sunday services.  The Rev. Dr. Ronald Miller has graciously agreed to be

our supply pastor for the months of January and February for both Sunday services.  Pastor Dave

Heckler has graciously agreed to continue officiating at our Saturday evening  services.  

The Rev’d Jane Teter,  Canon for Ministries and Deployment Officer, will meet with the Vestry in

January and help us with the decisions we will need to make as we go forward.  We will keep everyone

informed as we go along.

I ask for everyone's continued help and cooperation and especially your prayers as we meet the

challenges we will face in the coming months.

Marianne Berryman, Senior Warden

NEW  PERSONNEL  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE

We are looking for a  part time Parish Secretary-Administrator to work 20hrs a week.  Office experience

with multiple computer skills necessary.  We would like to have this person on board before Fr. Erb

leaves, so he can explain the workings os the office to her/him.

                        

We are also looking for a part time sexton to clean and maintain Church and Train Station on a weekly

basis, estimated 10 hours per week.

If anyone in the parish can recommend someone please call Fran Hager at 570-689-5333.



St.  CATHERINE’S   NEWS
The Episcopal Church Women

CONGRATULATIONS  to Dianne Lang of Hamlin who won the St. Catherine’s Guild

Thanksgiving Basket dinner for twelve.  Jennifer subsequently returned the basket to be given to

someone needy.  Thank you, Dianne!

THRIFT  SHOPPE  NEWS

The Thrift Shoppe will be open from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8.

Help is needed that morning. Please contact Sue Erb at 689-5128 or suerb@aol.com or Marie

Helm at 698-0812 if you can assist.

The Vestry has decided to keep the Thrift Shoppe open during the winter months. The dates

will be Jan. 12, Feb. 9, and March 8. Please let Marie Helm know if you can assist during those

months. Work sessions will be announced periodically.

 

COATS for the NEEDY

    If you know of anyone in need who does not have a winter coat, please contact Sue Erb. There are

many, many coats in the Thrift Shoppe. And, they could be provided free to the needy.

Children  &  Youth  News

ADVENT-WREATH  MAKING

Our annual party to make an advent-wreath for your

family will be held on Sunday, Dec. 2  during Coffeend

Hour.  If you have a form from previous years, bring it

and a pair of clippers.  If you need a form, see Fr. Erb.

A variety of greens will be provided as well as candles.

SUNDAY SCHOOL NOTES

There will NOT be Sunday School or Confirmation classes on Dec. 30, due to the holiday.

CHRISTMAS  PAGEANT  SET

The Sunday School, Confirmation Class, and Youth Group will present a mini pageant during

the 10 a.m. service on Dec. 23. Rehearsals will be held during coffee hour time each Sunday, beginning

Dec. 2. It is important for children and youth to be at these rehearsals! Mary Millan will direct the

pageant. For additional information, she can be reached at mmillan167@aol.com.

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE NEWS

Wonderful News! Mary Millan has agreed to serve as chairwoman of the Christian Education

Committee, effective immediately, due to Sue Erb's departure. Other officers on the record include

TerryLynn Dowdell as co-chair and Vikki Englert as clerk. Teachers are Mary Millan, Chris Pettinato,

and Peggy O'Connor.



Calling All Angels

Once again St John’s will sponsor Christmas Angels,(purchasing gifts for needy children).  If you
would like to participate in this very worthwhile cause, we will have the list of needed items available
after Thanksgiving.  In the past we have had our members participate in a variety of ways.  One
parishioner bought a gift for a child, a parishioner sponsored an entire family, or parishioners have
donated money and we went shopping and purchased an item on the list.

We would like to expand our gift giving this year, by asking
parishioners to donate socks. Any size or color is acceptable.
There will be a basket in the Narthex to collect the items.  

If you know of a family in need of our help, please contact us.

Happy Shopping

The Kahn’s
(Pam, Jim, Stephanie and Stephen)
698-6718
TwinsStSt@aol.com

DECEMBER
C E L E B R A T I O N S

BIRTHDAYS

L
ook with favor, Lord, on your servants as

they begin another year.  Grant that they

may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen

their trust in your goodness all the days of their

life.  AMEN.
  3 Kevin Bauer

11 Catherine Dowdell, Lorraine Kempf

12 Kathy Krieger,  Hannah O’Connor

17 Michael Swider

20 Kim Visser

24 Daniel Merrill

25 Lois Gilpin, Mary Millan,

26 Lola McCutcheon,

Nadya Fahsbender (Bauer)

28 Elizabeth Swider

31 Marianne Berryman

ANNIVERSARIES

S
end your blessing upon your servants, O

God that they may continue to cherish each

other in faithfulness and patience, In wisdom

and true godliness: that their home may be a

haven of blessing and peace. AMEN.

23 Gina & Peter Tarrant

26 Lola & Albert Kuehnapfel

31 Pamela & Joseph Granahan,

Sandra & Bruce Parker

OUR  CONTINUAL  PRAYERS

Please remember these concerns in your daily prayer life.

Marian Drake, mother of Marianne Berryman Janet Shadle, mother of Sue Erb

Marjorie Jensen, parishioner Gene Shaffer, step-father of Fr. Erb

John Jingo, father of Peggy O’Connor Matt Siepiello, friend of Frances Clft

Lola McCutcheon, mother of Bobbie Hraba Frances Berger, parishioner

Linda Nordlund, friend of the parish Dorothy Kennedy, mother of Catherine Walpole

Wendy, friend of the parish



WORSHIP  LEADERS  for  DECEMBER

 SUNDAYS
2 9 16 23nd th th rd 30 th

Morning Prayer

Lector   8:00 J. McElroy K. Owens J. McElroy K. Owens J. McElroy

            10:00 J. Kahn J. Mattes J. Otway F. Hager M. Berryman

Chalice 8:00 J. Owens J. Pettinato J. Owens J. Pettinato No Chalicer

            10:00 M. Milan M. Rotolo M. Milan M. Rotolo No Chalicer

Acolyte  8:00

            10:00

S. Duncan

A. Ross

R O’Connor

D. Pace

S. Todd

T. Duncan

J. Otway

S. Otway

C. O’Connor

M. Duncan,

S. Todd No Acolytes

altar guild P. Duncan S. Toy J. Mattes P. Duncan

ushers

J. Duncan

M. Rotolo       

J. Simms

D. Dimmick

C. Helm

J. Otway

P. Duncan

B. Pace

coffee hour Pace / Ross

 How about

 you?

How about

you?

Farewell Lunch

for the Erbs

How about

you?

Vestryperson

in charge Sandy Toy Jeanette Mattes Brad Todd

Jeanne

Damirgian James Simms

Christmas Eve/Christmas Day

     24th 25th

lector 7:00 pm S. Todd 10:00 am J. McElroy

 11:00 pm S. Duncan

P. Duncan

S. Toy

M. Berryman

    

chalice 7:00 pm J. Duncan 10:00 am

 11:00 pm J. Mattes

    

acolyte 7:00 pm T. Duncan

C & R O’Connor

10:00 am

 11:00 pm S. Duncan,

D. Pace, A. Ross

    

altar guild  P. Duncan 10:00 am set up: P.Duncan

    

ushers  7:00 pm J. Duncan

M. Rotolo       

10:00 am

11:00 pm J. Mattes



St. John’s Youth Group Presents

Memorial Gift to Local Hospital

Father Erb and members of the

St. John’s Youth Group along

with family members and

friends of Kory Fenstermacher

show the game system that was

purchased in his memory.

Kory’s photo is in the center.

HONESDALE--There were lots of tears on Nov. 4 as members of the St. John’s Episcopal Church

Youth Group presented a gift to Honesdale’s Wayne Memorial Hospital in memory of an area

youth who died in an April 2007 vehicle accident.

The project was the idea of youth group member Christopher O’Connor, 12, who wanted a

way to remember his friend, Kory Fenstermacher, 11.

Kory died as a result of injuries suffered in the Bloomingrove area accident in which his

mother, Denise, and brother, Codey, were also seriously injured.  In the days following the

accident, Christopher met with Father Ed Erb, rector of St. John’s, to talk about what happened. 

As they talked, Christopher came up with the idea of doing a fundraiser to earn money to buy a

video-game system for Wayne Memorial Hospital in Kory’s memory.

Christopher recalled how Kory loved to play videogames, so a game system seemed like a

fitting memorial.  “Christopher was inspired by the book and movie A Bridge to Terabithia in

which a boy builds a bridge to pay tribute to a friend who drowned,” Father Erb said. “Once

everybody in the youth group agreed to do something, they worked very hard to raise the money.” 

Christopher’s twin brother, Robert, his sister Hannah, and other members of the youth group,

including Catherine and Joe Dowdell, Allison Ross, Dakota Pace, and Tim and Sean Duncan raised

the money through a car wash, a bake sale, and a spaghetti dinner.  In the end, the group earned

enough money to purchase an X-Box 360 game system, a flat-screen television to be used with the

system, and five games.

Kory’s parents, Ricky and Denise Fenstermacher, along with his brother, Codey, sister, Lisa,

and numerous other family members, as well as a number of hospital staffers were on hand for the

presentation by Father Erb and the St. John’s Youth Group.

Hospital staffers, who were visibly touched by the gift, said the video-game system will be

mounted on a cart so that it can be used in the Pediatrics Unit as well as other areas of the hospital,

including the emergency room, to help entertain sick kids.



HOLY  DAY  OBSERVANCES  at  St.  JOHN’S

Dec. 2 Advent One, Advent-Wreath making party following 10:00 service.nd

Dec. 6  feast of St. Nicholas, St. CATHERINE’S  GUILD  Holiday Lunch at Triosth

Restaurant.

Dec. 15 HOLIDAY  COOKIES  GALORE.th

Dec. 21 Prison Ministry Lessons & Carols at SCI-Waymart.st

Dec. 23 Advent Four, Special presentation by the Church School Children at 10:00 service;rd

Farewell Luncheon for Sue and Fr. Erb.

Dec. 24 CHRISTMAS  EVEth

  7:00 PM The Family Service with Children’s Sermon & Holy Communion

11:00 PM Lessons & Carols with Sermon and Holy Communion

Dec. 25 CHRISTMAS  DAYth

10:00 AM The Christ-Mass

St. JOHN’s EPISCOPAL CHURCH
        P. O. Box 118

         Hamlin, PA  18427

     Located along Rt. 191-S

Saturdays 5 pm     -       Holy Communion

Sundays: 8 & 10 am  -  Holy Communion

      9 a.m. Christian Education for all

Holy Days:      Communion replaces M. P.

Monday - Friday:     Morning Prayer 9:00

ADDRESS   SERVICE   REQUESTED

The   E A G L E

DECEMBER  ’07
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