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December  Mission of the Month 
From the Stewardship Circle… 
The Stewardship Circle offers a big “thank you” 
to ALL who had a part in our successful 
Consecration Sunday worship and the brunch 
for about 90 parish family members which 
followed. The brunch especially takes much 
work – invitations, food, setup, etc., and we are 
grateful for those who supported our efforts.  
 

 Congratulations are also in order for Maryann and 
Joe Corona, who received our Steward(s) of the 
Year Award.  For those of you who don’t know, 
Joe and Maryann, not only have ministries of their 
own, but also work together on several.  Maryann 
leads our busy Altar Guild, coordinates worship 
personnel for the 8 AM service as part of the 
Worship Committee, and is a Counter for the 
Assistant Treasurer.  Joe, a member of Trinity 
since his baptism, has most recently been on 
Vestry, served as Junior Warden and property 
overseer, and is an acolyte.  Together they are 
Ushers, Chalicists, Lay Eucharistic Visitors, supply 
office help when needed, provide transportation for 
parish family members for necessary 
appointments, are on the Citadel assembly crew, 
and do Meals on Wheels.  (The whole Corona 
family, four generations strong, also prepare all the 
palms and palm crosses for Palm Sunday.)  
Impressive stewardship credentials indeed!  They 
love their Lord and this parish, and we are proud 
to honor them for their continuing service to both.   
 

Letters and Commitment Cards have been sent 
to those not present on the 11th.  If you still 
have yours, please return it as soon as possible, 
so the committee can complete its work and 
report the results to the Vestry and in the next 
Citadel.  Results from the cards received to date 
indicate an approximately 10% increase from 
those givers.  Please pray about adding to that 
percentage with your commitment to support the 
mission and ministry of this parish for the 
coming year in thanksgiving for all God’s 
blessings in your life. 

 

Ark Soup Kitchen 
…Inasmuch as you have done it for one of the least of these 

my brothers and sisters, you have done it for me.           
Matthew 25: 40 

Another year is winding down, and the Ark is still strongly 
afloat!  We have many groups and individuals who provide 
our regular weekly meals, and of course, you all assist with 
the holidays and as needed.  It takes a BIG team to continue 
to provide these Saturday and holiday meals.  It also takes 
funds, since although much of our food is provided, we still 
have to purchase paper goods, plasticware, coffee and iced 
tea mix, salad dressing, and staples like sugar, peanut 
butter and jelly, replacement utensils and tablecloths, 
holiday treats, etc.  If you think about your own household 
budget, perhaps you can begin to imagine what these things 
cost for feeding 65-75 people every single week!  Our 
special money contributions from you during December are 
what underwrite our spending, so we urge you to be 
generous with the envelope in this Citadel or in the pews at 
church.  Not everyone can be an active part of this ministry, 
but hopefully, you are all willing to be stewards of some of 
your holiday resources and offer funds to bless the lives of 
others yet once again.  We wish all of you could be the 
recipients of some of the heartfelt thanks of our guests…it 
would make your day! 

PS  1) We are still looking for some crew substitutes to 
relieve our regular folks…and can always use people willing 
to spend one Saturday a month serving and cleaning up. 2) 
Please remember that on the first Sunday of each month, 
the Ark basket is at the rear of the church to receive your 
contributions of coffee, plain peanut butter and jelly, and/or 
coffee. 

Thanks so much for ALL your giving in Christ’s name for 
those who need it the most! 
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From the Ark Angels… 
Christmas for the Ark Soup Kitchen 

The Angel Tree for the Ark Soup 
Kitchen will be in place on 
Sunday, December 2. We need 
your help to offer a gift to each of 
our regular guests at our 
Christmas dinner on December 
22th.  Here’s how it works: 
1. Take a tag or tags from 
the tree.  On the tag will be the 
gift request with appropriate 
details, a name and a number. 
2. IMPORTANT:  Record 
the NUMBER on the tag you have taken, and YOUR 
NAME AND PHONE NUMBER on the clipboard near 
the tree…we need to keep track of who has what. 
3. Purchase your gift, ($20 maximum, please), 
wrap it and put the angel tag on the top so we can 
see the number. 
4. Return the gift on or before Sunday, 
December 16  

We expect the usual large amount of cards this year, 
so we particularly need to count on your generosity. (If 
you have other family members or friends who would 
like to help with this ministry, take tags for them, 
too…just record them with your name and number.) 
These gifts are very important for our guests, since we 
may be providing the only one they receive at this 
blessed season; your thoughtful offering for another 
means a great deal!  .       
PS  The Christmas menu list, is also at the back of the 
church.  You know the drill; sign up for an item or 
items, and make sure we have it at the church by 
10:30 AM on Saturday, the 22nd.   (Non-perishables 
may be dropped off in the Office during the week.)   
We so appreciate your help with all these Christmas 
projects! 

    

Thanksgiving Thanks 
MANY thanks for all the Thanksgiving food and help – 
we had more than enough food and sufficient help for 
this very labor-intensive event.  Besides the food 
providers, the following were “on site” for the set up on 
Friday or the actual work on Saturday:  Fred Crivellaro, 
Dan Charney, Mike Viglione, Sean and Tracy Siddons, 
Gretchen Reed, Ken Briggs, Anne and Chip Szlivko, 
Susan and Andy Burns, Pat Lockard, Jan Charney and 
a number of volunteers from the community.   
 

 
 
 
 

Greening the Church 
The Greening of the church for Christmas will take 
place on Sunday. December 16, and we need your 
help.  There are projects for all ages.  Don’t think we 
need a sign up sheet.  Just plan to join us for about an 
hour and a half after the later service to do most of the 
holiday decorations.  A soup and bread lunch will 
follow the completion of our work.   

Note: Things are a little 
different this year since 
Advent IV is on the 23rd.  
Consequently, we will put up 
all the candles and greens, 
inside and outside, on the 
16th, then change the 
Advent hangings, and 

Advent wreath candles, and add the poinsettias after 
the services on the 23rd.   No candles or tree lights 
until the 5 PM service on the 24th.   

Fall Cleanup and Crèche Setup Help 
Workers are needed for 
Saturday, December 1st at 8:00 
am to help set up the outdoor 
crèche and to do the fall cleanup 
of the grounds.  Additional 
rakes, brooms and shovels will 
be needed.  We should be able 
to complete this work in 3 to 4 
hours, perhaps less if a fair 
amount of people participate.  Any amount of time that 
you can spare, even if it's only an hour, will be greatly 
appreciated. There is a sign up sheet at the back of 
the church. 
If you have any questions please feel free to call me at 
610-258-3634. 
Thanks, 
Mike Collins, Jr. Warden 

News of Sister Marcia Hobart 
Dear friends,   

I have just had an e-mail from Sr. Marcia Hobart.  
Those of you who remember her here know that she 
had serious health issues of an auto-immune nature, 
and was mostly confined to home.  But she had an 
intercessory prayer life par excellence, and was able 
to do some Spiritual Direction.  She prayed (and still 
does) for our parish family members, and for their 
deepest concerns.  She is now on the West coast 
nearer family, and continues her vocation as health 
allows.  It is a constant struggle.  Her energy level is 
very low, but she would love to hear from any of you 
who “knew her back when”, although she writes and 
can respond to snail mail very little, and depends on 
the computer to help conserve her strength.  You can 
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reach her at: uncumber@msn.com (Uncumber was/is 
her cat!) or by snail mail at: 
 Sr. Marcia Hobart   

St. Anthony of Egypt 
90085 Logan Rd.,  
Astoria, OR 97103-8360 (also in our Directory) 

I know she would appreciate hearing from you!   

Thanks.  Jan Charney 

Christmas Schedule 
Sunday, December 16 
Ark Angel Tree gifts due 
Deadline for Christmas Flower Memorials to be  
   included in the bulletin.  
After Church - Greening of the Church and light lunch 

Saturday, December 22 
Ark Soup Kitchen Christmas Dinner, Noon at St.   
   Michael’s. 
5:00 PM – Holy Eucharist & Healing, Chapel 

Sunday, December 23, Fourth Sunday in Advent 
8:00 AM – Holy Eucharist, Rite I, with Advent Lessons   
   and Carols 
9:15 AM – Adult Forum and Church School 
10:30 AM – Holy Eucharist, Rite II, with Advent  
   Lessons and Carols 

Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve 
5:00 PM – Christmas Pageant, “A Child of Might” and  
   Holy Eucharist 
10:30 PM – Christmas Choral and Organ music 
11:00 PM – Sung Solemn Festival Eucharist 

Tuesday, December 25, The Nativity of Our Lord   
   (Christmas Day) 
10:00 AM – Holy Eucharist, II - in the Chapel  

Wednesday, December 26 
12:10 PM – Holy Eucharist with prayers of healing,  
   Chapel 

Saturday, December 29 
Noon – Ark Soup Kitchen, Conine Hall 
5:00 PM – Holy Eucharist & Healing, Chapel 

Sunday, December 30 
8:00 AM – The Holy Eucharist, Rite I 
9:15 AM – Adult Forum and Church School 
10:30 AM – The Holy Eucharist, Rite II and Children’s  
   Chapel 
 
Note: Please return your Christmas Memorial 
(enclosed) Envelopes by December 16th! 

 
 
 
 
 

ProJeCt Wish List Updated 
Your interest in ProJeCt’s Interfaith Food Pantry is 
much appreciated and we are grateful for your 
support. Presently we are in special need of the 
following items:  

 Jelly 
 Powder Milk 
 Cereal (low sugar) 
 Two Single Beds (610-250-2440, ext. 26039) 

 

We are happy to accept donated itmes at our Food 
Pantry, located in the rear of Sain John’s Lutheran 
Church parking lot, 330 Ferry St., Easton. Donations 
are accepted Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 
12:30 pm and from 1:00 to 4:30 pm. For additional 
information about our program, please call: ProJeCt of 
Easton Interfaith Food Pantry at 610-258-4361 ext. 31. 
With the help of our community we serve more than 
450 hungry families every month. 

For every $1 donated to ProJeCt, $15 worth of food 
can be distributed through Second Harvest. 

From the Bereavement Newsletter of Hospice 
of the VNA of St. Luke’s 

Thinking Past the Holidays 
Dealing with the holidays after the death of a loved 
one presents a challenge to those who are grieving. 
There are empty chairs, a missing gift list and place 
serving for the holiday meal, permanently altered 
family traditions and many other adjustments that the 
bereaved are forced to make. And they serve as a 
painful reminder that life as we knew it has changed. 

By the time you receive this newsletter some of the 
holidays will be behind you and some of the “firsts” as 
well. But there are still others upcoming. And yet, what 
you have already experienced has shown you that 
there is a day after the holiday, a time that comes as 
relief to the holiday itself. Some people find that they 
experience mixed feelings about the time in between 
the holidays, particularly in anticipation of the New 
Year. Because they step into the new year alone, and 
leave behind their last year with their loved one, 
people often find that it is hard to focus on anything but 
what they have lost and what they will not have in the 
future. Thoughts of a New Year feel overwhelming and 
bittersweet. And it can be hard to think about moving 
on into the new calendar year. 

But there is also another part of this New Year’s 
anticipation, beyond just ‘looking back’. There is the 
process of ‘looking ahead’ … reminding ourselves just 
who and what continues to be of value. While much 
has been lost or changed, there is still much that 
remains. May our time in between the holidays gently 
hold us as we grieve what has been lost and prepare 
ourselves for what is to come. 

 

mailto:uncumber@msn.com
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Old year has gone away with gift and candle- 
Old year has gone away with thought and song. 
Old year has given light and dark and season. 
Old year has been too short and been too long. 

Old year has given joy and disappointment. 
Old year has given grief and strength to cope. 

Old year was memory and was forgetting- 
Another year is come: Give it your hope.  

Author unknown. 
See the newsletter in its entirety on the bulletin board 
in Conine Hall. Support Groups and Workshops are 
listed in the newsletter. 

Trinity Requiem Services: 
We will remember at our Wednesday Requiem 
service this month:  

Daniel Lichtenwalner  
Helen Shnyder     
Marion E. Johnson    
Robert W. Speirs   
Kenneth R. Hartman   
 

Requiem services are held the first Wednesday of the 
month at 12:10 p.m. in the Chapel. Our next requiem 
service will be December 5. We invite loved ones of 
those who have gone before us to remember and give 
thanks for their lives. 

The Daily Office 
 

One of the tasks of my 
sabbatical was to deepen my prayer and to enter into 
spiritual direction. I think I was successful on both 
fronts, at least a little bit. One of the tools I used was to 
deliberately put myself in places that were defined by a 
rhythm of prayer--where some form of Morning and 
Evening Prayer was read: chapel at the Mexican-
American Cultural Center, the Chapel at the mother 
house of the Companions of St. Luke, Order of St. 
Benedict and on the close of the General Theological 
Seminary. But coming home has been another matter. 
Like a stone, I have found myself dropped into the pool 
of daily activities, work, and family life.  

Like many of you, I have become re-acquainted with 
the challenges and distractions of regular, silent, 
space with God.  

And yet one of the real joys of life for me is to enter 
into worship with people who choose to come together 
and pray, worship and meditate on the word. 
So this challenge that crossed my screen from 
Barbara Crafton really struck home. 

“Would ordinary people in an ordinary parish want 
to say Morning and Evening prayer every day?  
Would there be enough of them to serve as 
officiate, so that one or two people didn't end up 
having to do it all?  Would they understand that 
the Daily Office is sweetly potent even if nobody 
else is in the church while you're doing it, that it is 

never really true that nobody is there with you, 
because the saints and angels are always there 
with us when we pray?  Would they come to feel 
that it was perfectly sensible to say The Lord be 
with you to a seemingly empty church, and would 
they come to hear the whispered presence of 
those who have gone before us answer back And 
also with you? 

 “Is this something we could do?  Could we give 
the people driving by to and from work the gift of 
seeing the lights on in the little church by the side 
of the road and, perhaps, know that someone was 
inside praying, for them and for the whole world?  
Because that's what the Daily Office is: prayer not 
just for those who are there, but also for those who 
aren't.”  

So she did something about it:  
“I emailed a few people whom I thought could do 
this.  A couple others heard about it and came 
forward.  We had two training sessions, and 
people came.  And now we are fully scheduled, 
with officiants for morning and evening prayer 
every 
weekday.  
Whether or 
not anyone 
else is there, 
they will be, 
each for his 
or her 
appointed 
day and 
time.  And 
my 
experience 
tells me that 
people will 
come -- not 
enormous 
crowds of 
people, but 
some.  
People who 
wish to 
begin or end 
a day with a 
quiet time of 
scripture and 
prayer 
and connecti
on with an ancient tradition we still need.”   

 

It will not be easy:  “We will husband our store of 
quietness, care for it lovingly, knowing that much 
conspires against it outside the walls of the little 
church.  Advent will be a time of such husbanding for 
many people, a time when attention is paid to what the 
spirit needs to greet the little Prince of Peace, soon to 

You can pray the 
Daily Office with 
others without ever 
leaving your desk, if 
it comes to that: 
visit 
www.missionstclare
.com, a wonderful 
site which lays it all 
out for you in a 
format that is very 
easy to follow.   
 
You can pray right 
from the screen.  It's 
only weird for the 
first few minutes....   

3n1-1n3 

http://www.missionstclare.com/
http://www.missionstclare.com/
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come among us once again.  This doesn't just happen 
to us. We have to show up for it.  If we want peace, we 
have to go where it can be found.” 
 

Crafton asks a deeper question as we enter into 
Advent: Where is the place of quiet for you? Where is 
the space (in our hearts or in our world) that we set 
aside for God? Do we dare husband quietness in a 
busy world? “Where is that for you?” she asks.  “In 
prayer with others?  In prayer by yourself?  Prayer with 
others provides an accountability many of us need, as 
well as the supportive presence of loving souls many 
of us want.  Many have remarked upon the odd fact 
that even  silent prayer is somehow more profound 
when it is done in a group -- why it should matter that 
others are present if no one is saying anything, I don't 
know, but it does.”  
 

A new church year begins soon. Like every new year, 
it is a good time to try on a new outfit, a new habit that 
may change us from the outside in. In fact, I may even 
send out a few e-mails…. 

Fr. Andrew+ 

6-12 Graders - You Are Invited!  

BISHOP'S DAY WITH 
YOUTH 2008 

Overnight in New 
York City!  

 

In New York City. January 25-
26, 2008. For 6-12 graders. An 
overnight of fun, discovery and 
worship at Nightwatch, a 
program of the Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine which includes singing, games, 
exploration of the beautifully restored historic 
cathedral, time with Bishop Paul, a chance to be with 
other diocesan youth and to meet youth from other 
places and different denominations, and a candlelight 
meditation and midnight Eucharist. And on Saturday, 
lunch in Times Square at the Hard Rock Café.  

January 25-26, 2008 @ the Cathedral Church of Saint 
John the Divine  
Registration: forms and information available online 
at http://lifeistasty.org/bishopsday2008.html 

Deadline: December 15, 2007.  

Cost: only $75 (includes Nightwatch program, lodging, 
charter bus & lunch at the Hard Rock Cafe; 
participants are asked to bring a sack dinner to eat on 
the bus on Friday). Full and partial scholarships are 
also available - please contact Demery Bader-Saye, 
Missioner for Youth (dbader-saye@diobeth.org) or 
610-417-6973. 
 
 

Christmas Shopping at Trinity Store 
Remember…Trinity 
Store is close at hand 
for your gift buying 
needs and they have 
great prices too! 
Christmas items are 
available in limited 
quantity and include 
items such as 
ornaments, CD’s, 
books, pins, Advent 
candles, Holy Smokers…and much more!  

Free gift wrapping is available.  

Jacob’s Christmas Returns 

JACOB’S CHRISTMAS – CARING 
FOR THE NEEDY 

… behold the angels of God…Genesis 28:12 
Background: On Christmas 2002, more than six 
inches of snow fell on the Lehigh Valley.  All sources 
of food and social comfort were closed. Many whom 
we care for were in a local hostel without heat or food. 
Food was brought there, yet distribution was not 
permitted.   
 

Caring for the Needy: The idea of Jacob’s Christmas 
is to assure that on Christmas the needy do not go 
wanting for food or comfort again. There are services, 
such as Ark Soup Kitchen, which meet the needs of 
the needy at other times of the year. Jacob’s 
Christmas is not a substitute for such services; rather, 
Jacob’s Christmas is complimentary to these, filling a 
gap in the calendar.  

Christmas and Jacob:  Hunger, cold, despair are 
nonsectarian. Such pain can fall on any heart – 
Christian, Jew, Muslim, Hindu, or Buddhist. We, the 
more fortunate, are charged to ease the burdens of the 
least of our brothers and sisters. 

The story of Jacob and his dream and the story of the 
birth of the Christ-child link all of us together in the 
command to love and care for the needy. 

Angels appeared to Jacob in a dream, transforming his 
to a life of kindness, and at Christ’s birth angels 
appeared carrying good tidings of comfort and joy, 
which eventually became Christ’s command to love. 

The timetable is as follows on Christmas Day: 
10:00 Holy Eucharist, in the Chapel; 
11:00 Preparation in Conine Hall; 
12:00 Serving Christmas Lunch to the needy; 
  2:00 Close. 
 

There will be a coordinating meeting at 9:15am on 
December 16 in Conine Hall. 

http://lifeistasty.org/bishopsday2008.html
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         THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 
 

Sign-up sheets are in the back of the Church. 
Contributions welcomed. Come warm your heart. 
Questions? Call David Bonner at 610-905-5474 or 
bonner@att.net 
Christmas Pageant 

A Child of Might 
The Christmas Pageant will 
be Monday, December 24, 
2005 at the 5 p.m. Christmas 
Eve service. Terry 
Gangaware (610-258-2611 or 
terrypg55@msn.com) is 
directing again this year. The 
pageant will again be “A Child 
of Might” by Gretchen Wolf 
Prichard. We are looking for 
people to play angels, 
shepherds, animals, and even 
musicians. We will also need 
of help with costumes and 

some props. All children are welcome to participate as 
angels and animals in the final scene. We may have a 
few costumes available, but if they want to come in 
their own costume then they can take part as well! 

This is a pageant for every generation, so please get 
involved in this wonderful act of worship and 
proclamation for every age!  

Keystone-Miller Blood Bank 
Below are listed the names of our donors for the year 
as of September 2007: 

Harold Locke       1/12/07, 3/09/07, 5/04/07, 6/29/07 
Regina Creitz       1/15/07 
Wayne Sherrer     2/06/07, 4/06/07, 6/02/07, 9/29/07 
James Hess         2/19/07 
Allen Gangaware  3/03/07, 5/12/07, 7/14/07, 9/15/07 
Karen Miles           3/16/07 
Rosemary Reese   4/13/07 
G Miles                  4/20/07 
George Watson     5/01/07 
Alexander Gangaware 5/03/07 
 

Current number of donors:                              34 
Group’s Annual Donation Goal:                       34 
# donations YTD:                                             22 
# donations to reach goal:                               12 
 
We thank all who have made donations towards the 
gift of life through this ministry.  

ADVENT SYMBOLS AND THEIR 
MEANINGS 

The word Advent means "coming." As Christians we 
know and celebrate this season of the church year as 

a time to prepare, reflect, and acknowledge our gift of 
salvation through God's son Jesus. In addition, during 
the Advent season Christians anticipate the promised 
second coming of Christ. Some of the symbols that we 
use in church and home help reinforce and focus our 
minds on these themes.  
Advent Wreath - An Advent Wreath provides a visual 
way to move through the four Sundays of the season. 
The wreath's circle has no beginning or end, 
symbolizing God's love which never ends. The 
evergreen symbolizes everlasting life. Blue candles 
symbolize hope and anticipation, while purple 
symbolizes the color of royalty. Pink is for joy. 
Traditionally, three purple candles and one pink have 
been used together, but recently the use of blue has 
been encouraged. The central white candle represents 
Christ and is lit on Christmas Eve.  

Advent Calendar - Advent Calendars are a way to 
mark this time of waiting every day. It is especially 
helpful to children to note each day as they anticipate 
the celebration of Jesus' coming into the world.  

Creche - The French St. Francis of Assisi popularized 
the creche, or Nativity Scene, when he created one in 
a cave near his village using live animals and people. 
He did this to revitalize the devotion to the Christ Child 
among the people. Many homes and churches use this 
symbol and move the various persons associated to it 
at different times, leaving the manger empty until 
Christmas Eve or Christmas morning.  

Angel - The word "angel" comes from the Greek word 
meaning "messenger." Angels communicate to the 
people good news from God. Angels appeared both to 
Mary and Joseph, bringing the news that Mary would 
give birth to Jesus. Angels also appeared to the 
shepherds in the fields to announce Jesus' birth.  

Jesse Tree - Jesus was a descendant of King David, 
whose father was Jesse. The people of Israel 
expected the Messiah to be from David's line, "a 
sprout from the root of Jesse." A Jesse tree is usually 
made from a bare branch decorated with symbols of 
those who prepared the way for the coming of Christ. 
Starting with Adam and Eve and continuing through 
Mary, we learn about biblical people and their symbols 
to hang on the tree.  

Christmas Balls - Many Christmas ornaments are 
round, once again reminding us that God's love has no 
beginning or end. God loved the world so much that 
He gave us the gift of Jesus. The balls might also 
represent the world into which Jesus came as 
Emmanuel, "God with us."  

Star - The star helped the Magi find the Christ Child 
and so is also an Epiphany symbol. Jesus is also 
called the bright morning star in the book of 
Revelation. 

 

mailto:bonner@att.net
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