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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

I dream of Trinity as a body of Christians with an ever deepening, ever broad-
ening spiritual life…..not so that we might learn to walk on water but so we 
may walk on dry land, through the valleys of life, the dry and rocky places, 
sustained by the God-given grace to live twenty-four hours of every day as 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

For I believe we are not called to do extraordinary things for God but to be 
ordinary people doing ordinary things in an extraordinarily Christian way. 

I also believe there has been progress in almost 60 years since Harriet and I 
first came to Trinity as a young married couple. The fact is that Trinity has 
always handled crises well. But that really doesn’t require any special com-
mitment to Jesus Christ. Sheer human pride and natural human cohesiveness 
are enough. Any group is capable of that. 

But to keep it up, often unobserved or ignored, not for days, or weeks, even 
months, but year after year and to do it for Jesus sake—that’s evidence of the 
Holy Spirit at work. I think especially of our soup kitchen ministry. 

We do not have to do exceptional things for God to become a spirit-filled 
community. Rather, we must be exceptional in ordinary things—praying to-
gether, breaking bread and rejoicing together, caring for each other, feeding, 
clothing, housing others, being with the sick and the prisoners. There are no 
medals for that. It is simply the least that is expected of us, the most ordinary 
response of those who love our Lord. 

There are a number of ways in which we could measure the depth of spiritual-
ity I dream we might reach. One of the most accurate will be to take a look at 
Sunday attendance, for it is there that we bring our ordinary gifts and are 
given God’s infinitely great gifts. 

Typically, somewhere between 35 and 40 percent of Trinity members are in 
church on any given Sunday. Most sister congregations in mainline denomi-
nations have only about a one-third attendance. So, perhaps, we’ve already 
started on an upward trend. But suppose we were to reach 60%…..or 80%! 
Dream with me a bit as to what that might mean. Not only in matters of 
scheduling and logistics but think what it would mean about our commitment, 
our spirituality, our faithfulness, our extraordinary ordinariness! 

        Marius Bressoud 

 

(At the end of March, Marius will have been at Trinity for 60 years!  He will be 
doing the Adult Forum on March 30, presenting “60 Years of Trinity: A Bressoud-
Eye View”.) 



 

 

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
you have given us in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 

Sunday Readings  

Celebration of Saints  
During March 

Almighty God, you have knit together 
your elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of your 
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so 
to follow your blessed saints in all 
virtuous and godly living, that we may 
come to those ineffable joys that you 
have prepared for those who truly 
love you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.  

01  David, Bishop of Menevia, Wales, c. 
544 

03  John and Charles Wesley, Priests, 
1791, 1788 

07  Perpetua and her Companions, Martyrs 
at Carthage, 202 

12  Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 
604 

13  James Theodore Holly, Bishop of Bai-
tia, 1911 

31  St. Joseph 

MARCH 

22 Natasha Jones 
23 Carlos Arancibia 
23 Sandra Mesics 
23 Matthew Tax 
24 Anna Siftar McIntosh 
24 Ann Szmania 
25 Ashley Malok 
26 Kendell Gulya 
26 Robert Romeril 
27 Stephen Cotton 
28 Karen Ernst Reiner 
30 William Winterburn 
31 G. Steward Parlin 
31 Linda Saylor 
 

Anniversaries 
  3 Evelyn & George Kondash 
13 Linda Henry & Robert Phillips 
18 Michelle & Louis Fodor 
21 Jane & Francis Frey 
27 Ann & Bob Mickus 
28 Margy & Fred Segaline 

Birthdays 
  2 Howard Landstrom 
  2 Ella Amanda MacRae 
  6 Samantha Lawrence 
  7 Sandra Latshaw 
  9 David Howell 
10 Siobhan Ardizzone 
10 Pemmie Cleveland 
10 Mark Malok 
11 Twila Evans 
11 Edward Krick 
13 Diana Ferry 
13 Dixie White 
15 Mary Ellen O’Connell 
16 Ruth Fleming 
16 Sandra McElroy 
17 Frankie Pastor 
18 Anne Connors 
19 June Ding 
19 Arlyne Mullins 
21 Timothy Duranko 
21 Virginia Niemeyer 

Here are the names of 
Trinity people who have 
health problems or per-
sonal problems and 
who wish to be remem-
bered in our prayers. If 
you or a loved one has 
health problems or 
other problems, and if 
you would like the 
prayerful help of Trinity 
friends, you are invited 
to add your name to the 
list. Please contact the 
office, 610-867-4741. 

The Prayer List 

For those in the  
Armed Services 

1Lt. Andrew Bowling 
Spc. Kevin Butler 
1Lt. Jeffery Cox 
2Lt. Andrew Dalton 
1Lt. Allen Griffith 
1Sgt. John Knight 
SSgt. Rob Norman 
1Lt. Brian Powell 
A-1 Kenneth Roman 
1Lt. Joseph Salgado 
1Lt. Sara Toliver 
 

For those in need 
Pat Austin 
Al Barr 
Bud Barr 
Lynn Barrett 
Marjorie Miller Bergey 
Dennis Bergey 
Beth Birli 
Carina Boehm  
Jane Breininger 

Harlan Breininger 
Bryan Brozoski family 
Dorothy Comegys 
Cindy Derr 
Rachel Dickson 
Lori Folweiler 
Ginny Gress 
Mark Guerra 
Sally Hampson 
Janet Holtz 
Lois Howell 
Eileen Kessler 
Denise Knauss  
Katherine Jeffery  
Fr. Joe Leo 
Robert Lukens 
Samuel Lukens 
Fr. Mac 
Deacon Elizabeth Miller 
Terry Miller 
Ben Posey 
Matthew Post 
Resurrection Lutheran 
Church 
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Jim Riggs 
Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane 
Romeril 

Sean Romeril 
Janet Salvage  
Joan Sheldrake 
Elizabeth Siftar 
James Siftar 
Rick Sumner 
Edna Sweet 
Dennis Taylor 
Pat Talijan 
Michael Tax, Jr. 
John Thale 
Tracey & Tiffany 
Weaver 

Jeremy Wolfe 
Joleita Yurchak 
Sr. Mary Esther 
Shayna 
the children of Kajo Keji 

March 2 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

1 Samuel 16:1-13  
Ephesians 5:8-14  

John 9:1-41  
Psalm 23  

 

March 9 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14  
Romans 8:6-11  
John 11:1-45  
Psalm 130  

 

March 16 
Palm Sunday 
Isaiah 50:4-9a  

Philippians 2:5-11  
Matthew 26:14- 27:66  

Psalm 31:9-16  
 

March 23 
Easter Day 

Acts 10:34-43  
Colossians 3:1-4  

John 20:1-18  
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

 

March 30 
The Second Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a,22-32  
1 Peter 1:3-9  

John 20:19-31  
Psalm 16  

Trinity is a praying church.  We love to pray for peo-

ple...and we keep on praying for them.  But some-

times, people get "parked" on the parish prayer list.  

The policy is to put people on the Prayers of the Peo-

ple list and to read their names for two weeks in a 

row, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.  They will 

also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin.  We keep 

them on the Bulletin list for two months, UNLESS you 

ask us to keep them on.  We are very happy to keep 

people on either or both lists, but please do tell us.  

Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 
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CHURCH FAMILY/ 
HEALTH MINISTRY 

I want to remind all of you 
that Trinity has a Health Min-
istry that is alive and well; 
and is anxious to help any of 

you that needs us.  

I have been in and out of the 
hospital for over a month 
and that's not fun, but know-
ing I have a Trinity family 
praying for me has really 

been a wonderful feeling.  

Another big thing aiding my 
recovery has been the peo-
ple offering to drive me 
thither and yon--to doctors, 
grocery shopping, and just 
for a wander in the mall. I 
have taken advantage of 
many of the offers because I 
truly believe they have been 
sincere. I did not get to all of 
them because I got well 
quicker than we thought I 
would, but every offer was 

really appreciated.   

Please remember it doesn't 
have to be just one person 
you call on when you need 
someone; there are many of 
us available and really want-
ing to help. Mary Ann 
Swiatek has been keeping 
the list of those wonderful 
people. And if there are any 
of you who would be willing 
to have your names added to 
the list, she would be happy 
to hear from you. Or ask 
Mother Laura, who also has 

lists. 

Thank you all for your 
prayers and help and cars. 
What a wonderful family we 

have!! 

—Lois Howell  

“Our lifelong nostalgia, our longing 
to be reunited with something in the 

universe from which we now feel cut 

off, to be on the inside of some door 
which we have always seen from the 

outside, is no mere neurotic fancy, 

but the truest index of our real 

situation. And to be at last sum-
moned inside would be both glory 

and honor beyond all our merits 

and also the healing of that old 

ache.” 

from “The Weight of Glory” 

by C. S. Lewis 
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Please join Trinity's Group Involving Fellowship for a Bell-icious dinner on Friday March 14th 

at 6pm. Bring a potluck dish to share for dinner at 6pm.  

After supper we have a  guest joining us who directs two bell choirs in area churches. She 

will be available to instruct us in the proper use of the bells. 

If you are musical or have not played a note in your life, please join us for the fun! Contact 
Jennifer Bradley at 610-694-9692 if you have questions or can come. Hope to see you 

there. 

 

 

 

Trinity as I See It 
by Arthur Cat, Pastoral Care Associate 

I’ve been here a couple months now and can tell you a little about how Trinity works. As 
you know, I spend most of my time monitoring things from Gaby’s office. I have my own work 
station (bed, toys, food and water) but my favorite things are those I collect – like pencils. I 

love those and have hidden many in my secret places. 

My day looks like this: 

• Greet staff.  They all need attention after being away from me.  I believe I can 
best serve by being attentive, and you will see my orange and white fur on 

those who visit. 

• Have a leisurely breakfast and a bath (self administered, of course). 

• See what is happening on the desk and help Gaby at the computer. She needs 

help frequently and I add the extras. 

• Greet Postman and Delivery People – all in need of orange fur. 

• Take paper clips, pencils and erasers to special storage. 

• Monitor the arrival of Soup Kitchen Guests from window sill. Many are deprived 

of Cat Therapy and look for me. Smiles are good for everyone! 

• Plot escape from office. I love to visit Liz. Have you seen how much neat stuff 

she has in her office? 

• Lunch. Gaby lets me taste what she has but never wants to taste my food. 

• Nap and cuddle time. Do you take time to cuddle? It’s important. 

• Saturday – attend Tai Chi. Those people are fun. 

If you have things that you think I could add to my list, please write and tell me. One 
thing you could do to help me … I’ve been told there is a church mouse here who writes notes 

to people. I haven’t met him yet and would like to! 
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Awkward Questions: Prejudice 
Mo. Laura’s Sermon for Lent 3, Year A 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Romans 5:1-11  
John 4:5-42 
Psalm 95 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

Since the beginning of Lent, we’ve been presented with a number of readings that ask us to 
look in the mirror. They present us with awkward questions about how we recognize our mor-
tality and fallibility, about how we are tempted, about how we believe. Today, before we begin 
to look at the Gospel passage, I would like you to think just for a moment about the ways in 
which you are prejudiced. I’m not going to ask you to reveal anything, but I want you to take a 

quick look inside. Being prejudiced is as universal as being tempted. 

Whom do you look down on? This is an even more embarrassing question than asking what 
temptation entices me. I hate to think that I am prejudiced, because I would like to imagine 
that I am open and accepting. But I catch myself, sometimes in weird ways. What are you 
prejudiced about? About democrats or republicans? About someone who is of a different race?  
Or gender? Or sexual orientation? Do you think that someone who doesn’t speak English well 
isn’t quite as smart as you? Or do you think that someone who speaks it too well is an edu-
cated snob? Do you secretly look down on the poor and imagine they should pull themselves up 
by their bootstraps? Or do you secretly sneer at the rich, thinking they don’t understand suffer-
ing because they have a financial cushion? Do you think that people older than you are old fo-
gies? Or do you think that younger people are self-centered? They are enough prejudices to of-

fend every single one of us here. Which one is yours? 

Today’s Gospel is a story about prejudice. Let’s see what Jesus does with it. 

Jesus is traveling through Samaria. That in itself is highly unusual. The Jews and Samaritans 
did not get along. Although they stemmed from the same roots, their religious traditions had 
diverged. And the Jews believed the Samaritans were unclean, even going so far as to call 
them dogs. How odd that Jesus would choose to go through there, rather than detour around.  
Nevertheless, he did. We see a reflection of the old antagonisms, because the woman he meets 
comments on the fact that he, as a Jew, is asking a favor from a Samaritan woman. Even 
odder, not only does he risk becoming unclean by associating with and accepting water from 
someone who is unclean, he is talking to a strange woman alone. Something that was simply 
not done in that culture—and even in some of the more conservative cultures of the Middle 

East today. 

The story lays it on pretty thick. We have the Jewish-Samaritan prejudices coming head to 
head. Then we have the male-female prejudices. Then we discover that this woman is drawing 
water at noonday probably because she is being shunned in some way by her community—any 
normal woman, who was not outcast, would have been drawing water early in the morning 
when it was cool. But we discover that she has been married five times, and is now with a man 
she is not married to. Prejudices about sexual behavior are being raised. Traditional interpreta-
tions of the Scripture postulate that she is a loose woman—maybe a prostitute. But it’s equally 
possible that she has been widowed a number of times—it was common then for men to marry 
much younger girls, or has been divorced by her husbands for various reasons. Maybe she 
couldn’t have children, or maybe she couldn’t have male children, or perhaps she was ill—it 
was easy for a man to divorce a woman. In any case, the assumption would have been that 
there was something wrong with her: she had all this bad luck because of something sinful she 

had done. 

(Continued on page 8) 
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A Field Guide to Holy Week Worship 

Worship from Palm Sunday through Easter Day includes a number of customs and arrange-

ments that are peculiar to Holy Week. 

Every year the Worship Committee (with the support of Trinity’s clergy) make a small number 
of minor changes in an attempt to get these liturgies “right.” Right doesn’t mean following a 
prescriptive guide, but mediating between the customs and expectations of this parish, and the 

deeper currents at work in the liturgies and the holiness of the week. 

On Palm Sunday, the service will commence with the blessing of the Palms in the parish hall.  
We process with Palms from the parish hall to the church. The processional hymn (“All Glory, 

Laud, and Honor”) begins as we enter the church.   

Field note: Please come early enough to join us in the parish hall. If you arrive at the church 
during the procession, please WAIT in the entry way until after the Entry Procession, and ask 

the ushers for a blessed palm. 

On Wednesday of Holy Week, Tenebrae will be said at 7.30. This is a quiet and meditative ser-
vice oriented primarily towards adults and older children. Please sit in the choir, since the 
psalms are read antiphonally. Field Note: If you have a child of the squirming age, you may 

wish to make child-care arrangements for Wednesday evening. 

Maundy Thursday always presents special requirements because of Trinity’s tradition of the 

“Garden” around the High Altar: 

This year Mother Laura will again host a Middle-Eastern agape meal at 5:30 p.m. in the parish 

hall. 

Quiet will be observed in the church from 7:00 p.m., where the service will commence at 7:30 
p.m., including the Maunding or Footwashing (in the chancel).  Field Note: please allow extra 
time for parking because of the AA meeting downstairs. Wear easily removable shoes and 

stockings for footwashing. 

After the final Blessing, the Holy Sacrament will be carried to its repose in the Chapel. You may 
wish to kneel or bow. As the Sacrament passes by the baptismal font, we recognize the unity of 

our share in Christ’s suffering in the Sacraments of Holy Baptism and Holy Eucharist. 

After the Sacrament moves towards the Chapel, the congregation will observe another moment 
of silence before beginning to read Psalm 22 while the Altar and Chancel is stripped. The Psalm 
will pause after verse 21 to allow participants to finish the stripping before the concluding 
“Praise the Lord ” verses 22-30 in the chastened church.  Field Note: After the Psalm and 30 
minutes of quiet reflection in the Garden, donors of the Garden will be requested to help carry 
these plants and flowers downstairs so that the chancel may be prepared for Good Friday.  
Those who wish to meditate in the presence of the Holy Sacrament may do so in the Chapel.  

(Note: these instructions will be repeated during the announcements.) 

The Good Friday services are the simplest of all, and involve extensive silence and meditation.  
At the 12:00 noon service, the three places where the procession with the cross pauses in the 
church (“We glorify your cross, O Lord…”) foreshadow the three places where “The Light of 
Christ” will be proclaimed at the Easter Vigil. “Stations of the Cross” will take place following 

the noon liturgy. 

At 7:30 p.m. on Good Friday, there will be a reading of Paul Claudel’s prayerful and moving 

“Way of the Cross”, with congregational music.   

The Holy Saturday liturgy (10:00 A.M. in the Chapel) mirrors the Service for Burial. Those who 

(Continued on page 7) 



 

 

have lost loved ones are es-
pecially invited to this brief 
service in preparation for the 

joy of Easter.  

Practice for participants in 
the Easter Vigil takes place 
in the church immediately 
following the Holy Saturday 

liturgy. 

The Easter Vigil will com-
mence with the Lighting of 
the Paschal Fire in the entry-
way to the church at 7:30 
p.m. With its movement 
from darkness to light, this 
ties us to our ancient roots.  
This year we again celebrate 
the ancient tradition of hav-
ing a baptism on this, the 
Feast of Feasts!  Field Note: 
Please arrive early enough to 
get a candle and participate 
in spreading the light 
throughout the congregation.  
Bring a bell to ring as we 
celebrate the glory of Easter 

bursting into the darkness. 

Easter Day services at 8:30 
and 11:00 A.M. will all in-
clude music, with the choir 
singing, and with a bras trio.  
The Vestry will serve Break-
fast in the Parish Hall be-
tween the services. Field 
Note: Trinity’s neighborhood 
will have four very full 
churches on this Day. Please 
allow extra time for parking.  
You may wish to drop off 
those who cannot walk sev-
eral blocks in front of the 
church – especially since 
those eating breakfast will 
not yet have moved their 
cars. We have adjusted the 
service schedule slightly to 

ease congestion. 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Holy Week Services 
Palm Sunday – March 16  

Saturday, 5:00 pm in the Church 
Sunday, 8:00 and 10:30 am in the Church—The Liturgy of the Palms, 

distribution of palms, and the reading of the Passion narrative are 
part of all three weekend services.  

Monday and Tuesday in Holy Week – March 17 & 18 
9:00 am - Morning Prayer in the Chapel 
4:30 pm - Evening Prayer in the Church 

Wednesday in Holy Week – March 19 
9:00 am - Morning Prayer in the Chapel. 
9:30 am - Holy Eucharist and Healing in the Chapel. 
4:30 pm - Evening Prayer in the Church 
7:30 pm - Tenebrae Service - This service is essentially a vigil, quiet 

and moving, recreating the atmosphere of the monastic service of 
Tenebrae and preparing us for the days to come in Holy Week. 

Maundy Thursday – March 20 
9:00 am - Morning Prayer in the Chapel. 
4:30 pm - Evening Prayer in the Church 
5:30 pm - Agape meal in the Parish Hall. A Middle Eastern meal and 

the foot washing ritual which will follow during our Eucharistic 
Celebration, are a retelling in action of the events of Maundy Thurs-
day—especially of the meal that Jesus shared with his disciples.  

 The real memorial meal is celebrated in the Eucharist, since this was 
the night that Christ instituted this sacrament for the Church. 

7:30 pm – Footwashing and The Liturgy of Maundy Thursday . The 
Gethsemane Garden of spring flowers at the altar is a good spot for 
quiet contemplation before and after the service. 

9:00 - 10:30 pm - Vigil Prayers, keeping watch with Jesus, beginning 
in the Chapel and continuing throughout the night in parishioners' 
homes. 

Good Friday – March 21 
9:00 am - Morning Prayer in the Chapel. 
Noon - Liturgy of Good Friday  including the Solemn Collects and 

Communion from the Reserved Sacrament, followed by Stations of 
the Cross in the Church. 

4:30 pm - Evening Prayer in the Church 
7:30 pm –Stations of the Cross in the Church. 

Holy Saturday – March 22 
10:00 am - Liturgy of Holy Saturday , a brief service in the Chapel 
7:30 pm - The Great Vigil of Easter. This is the ancient and primary 

service of Easter. We tell the whole story of our salvation history, 
culminating in the Easter moment and the empty tomb.  

Bring a bell to ring at the climactic moment. 
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And what happens? Jesus asks this woman, with about every possible black mark against her, 
for some water. Even more surprising, he gets into a kind of banter with her back and forth. 

When the disciples see it, they are so astonished, that they don’t even ask any questions. 

In an unclean city, in an unclean land, Jesus breaks all sorts of taboos and talks seriously with 
someone who is considered an outcast even among the unclean. He discusses true worship 
with her. He says that neither the Jews with their insistence on worshipping in Jerusalem, not 
the Samaritans, with their mountain-top worship, are completely right. He emphasizes that 
God is spirit and the hour is here when God wishes to be worshipped in spirit. The woman ex-
presses her faith in the coming of the Messiah, and Jesus utters the block-buster statement of 

all time: I am the Messiah. Me, the one who is speaking to you. 

This unnamed woman goes from being the lowest of the low, to one of the first evangelists. 
Leaving her water jar, one of her most valued possessions, she rushes off to town, to tell eve-
ryone the Good News that the Messiah was here. And Scripture tells us that she was so con-
vincing, many believed because of her witness. And even more believed when they heard Je-

sus for themselves. 

Wow! What an indictment. No wonder the Jews were furious and wanted to kill Jesus. He does 
EVERYTHING he possibly can to contravene the prejudices of his people. Right down to re-

vealing himself first to a people that some of the rabbis called pigs. He is SO offensive! 

Back to today and our own prejudices. How prepared are each one of us to behave like Jesus? 
To spend time meeting and conversing seriously with those we are prejudiced against? Not 
just a “Hi, how are you,” as we race past them on the street? How prepared are we to make 
our church a place where we can all worship together in spirit and truth despite our preju-
dices? Are we prepared to do what Jesus did—to give up some of his own comforts for the 
sake of spreading the Gospel? If we are part of the liberal wing of the church, are we pre-
pared to rejoice that there is a place for the conservatives and have Rite One services occa-
sionally? If we are conservative, will we reach out to the liberals, and welcome them? Are we 
prepared to add a third experimental service that will accommodate seekers and young peo-
ple? Are we prepared to work to broaden our own hidden narrow mindedness? These are hard 

hard HARD questions. And many parishes have foundered on them. 

And now you get homework. When you leave here, I invite you to take a long look at the sign 
in front of the church. We are proclaiming to the world who we are. I would like to challenge 
you to think seriously about that sign and about how we are defining ourselves. If we claim to 
be a community, what does that mean? If we are a community of ALL God’s people, what 

does that mean? We’ll be talking more about that in the future. 

Trinity has a long tradition of rising to challenges. That’s part of what we are about. I am con-
fident that we will continue to challenge ourselves and each other as we journey through 

Lent—even when we are asked uncomfortable questions. 

Amen. 

(Continued from page 5) 

Save the date! 
Saturday, April 19th, 2008 
Trinity will be sponsoring 

EARTH DAY CLEAN-UP  
AT FRIENDSHIP PARK 

more details to come in the April newsletter 
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CURRENTLY COLLECTING 
(through March 21, 2008) 

 

A Moral Start —Millions of children live 
in substandard housing or are homeless 
with parents who struggle to know how 
to parent.  

Books to distribute to parents and 
children that promote positive 

values and teach  
parenting skills. 

Spiritual Journaling Group 
Monday, March 10 and March 24 

6 PM in Parish Hall 
Light meal followed by discussion and some 

time to journal together in silence. 

All welcome. 

  
Theatre Party  
Fundraiser for 
Soup Kitchen 

 

Sue & Dick Ditterline will be performing this 
April in their 31st annual production with the 
Neshaminy Valley Music Theatre in Langhorne.  
The show is the Tony Award-winning (1953) 
WONDERFUL TOWN, with music by Leonard 
Bernstein and lyrics by Betty Comden & Adolph 
Green. Based on the book My Sister Eileen, we 
follow two sisters from a small town in Ohio who 
come to the Big Apple in 1935, naïve but deter-
mined to conquer the big city. They end up in 
Greenwich Village during the “Bohemian Days,” 
where they meet a ton of kooky, eccentric char-

acters. 

Trinity has secured a block of tickets for the final 
performance, a 2:00 p.m. matinee at the Bucks 
County Playhouse in New Hope on Sunday, April 
27. OUR SOUP KITCHEN will benefit from each 
ticket sold! Adults are $18 and children (thru 
high school) are $12.50. [Military in uniform 
FREE.] Father Dick is handling the ticket sales.  
Contact him at 610-838-8206 or rcditter-
line@ptd.net; or catch him at the church if you 

can! 

 

Choir Leadership ���� 

Trinity's choir recently elected Joyce Meinke as 
the Choir Leader. She will facilitate communica-
tion during the time of transition, and on into 
the future, as well as help to ensure we continue 
the high standard of music we enjoy. Joyce, a 
long-time choir member, is also an organist and 
did a great job filling the bench following Jane 
Fitzharris' departure. Her detailed knowledge of 
our music library has allowed her to chose music 
for the choir, and to work with Fr. Cliff on con-
gregational music. She will work with Don 
Vaughn and Mary Schatkowski, who will be our 

organists from March through June. 

Thanks be to God for all the volunteer musicians 

at Trinity, and especially for Joyce Meinke! 

The Spiritual Movie Group  

will be viewing 

"Into Great Silence" 

on March 14, at 7:00. 
This beautifully filmed, 2 1/2 hour documentary 
has won awards in festivals around the world. It 

is almost entirely silent and offers the opportu-
nity to experience life inside an austere Cister-
cian monastery in France.  

All are welcome. 

Bring snacks and beverages to share. 
For  more information, contact John Zukowski, our 

host: johnaz7@aol.com. 
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The Quiet Contemplative Life at Trinity 
 Mondays-Fridays  9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel 
   4:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Church 

 Mondays  6:00 p.m. Going Deeper, Chapel  
 (1st and 3rd Mondays) 

 Wednesdays  9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist & Healing 

 Saturdays 10:00 a.m. Tai Chi, Chapel 
    5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist  

 (Healing on First Saturday) 

 Sundays  5:00 p.m. Taize Evening Prayer,  
 Chapel (1st and 3rd Sundays) 

 March 14  7:00 p.m. Spiritual Movie Group  
 presents  
 “Into Great Silence” 

Insurance Officer 
Appointed 

For the past several years, 
Violet McCandless has been 
our liaison to the Church In-
surance Company, responsi-
ble for buildings and grounds 
insurance, liability, and so 
forth. At Mother Laura's re-
quest, Violet has agreed to 
become our Insurance Offi-
cer, and will be taking on the 
job of managing our Health 
Insurance as well. Adminis-
tering and negotiating Health 
and Life Insurance takes 
many hours each year and 
having an insurance profes-
sional to head it will be a 
great service to Trinity. Vio-
let is currently working with 
other members of the parish 
to complete a buildings and 
grounds inventory. She 
spent the bulk of her career 
before retirement working 
with property and casualty 

insurance. 

 

The Spirituality  

of Work 
This year's annual retreat 
will be offered May 8-10, at 
Monocacy Manor in Bethle-
hem. Our topic will be The 
Spirituality of Work, from a 
Benedictine perspective. 
Mother Jane Tomaine will 
lead the retreat. A full de-
scription, as well as costs, 
will be available shortly. 
Send Mother Laura a note 
laura@trinitybeth.org or call 
her at 610-867-4741 X304 if 

you are interested. 



 

 

 

Ask the Rector 
 

Sometimes, several people will ask me the same questions. So I thought it 
might be worthwhile to answer them in a monthly column, with the assump-
tion that people might be interested, but don’t get a chance to ask. If you 
have questions you would like answered, please send me a note. 
 
Herewith this month’s question.   
What’s with the eagle in church? 

...And why is it wearing a stole? 
 

Actually, the eagle is merely a decorative lectern. What looks like a stole is 
nothing more than a cloth hanging that signals by its color which liturgical 
season we are in.   
 

Eagle and color are both symbols, which carry to us a world of meaning. 
Traditionally, the eagle is associated with St. John the Evangelist, who 
celebrates Jesus as the Word coming among us. It is appropriate that the 
place where Holy Scripture, the Word of the Lord, is proclaimed should be 
formed in the shape of an eagle. Eagle lecterns are common in Episcopal 
Churches. 
 

The colors of the hangings and vestments we use in church communicate in 
shorthand which season we are in. White or gold is for Christmas and 
Easter, seasons of joy and celebration, and also for certain holidays, includ-
ing feasts of saints who have not been martyrs. Red is for Pentecost (and 
celebrations related to the fiery Holy Spirit like confirmation), for Passion 
Week, and for feasts of martyrs. Purple or unbleached cloth are used for 
seasons of penitence, especially during Lent. Some parishes use them dur-
ing Advent. Blue is typically used for the Advent season of waiting and 
expectation, also for feasts of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Green is the most 
used color, representing seasons of growth, life and hope. It is the 
“ordinary” color. There are local customs which influence choice of color. 
 

The first time I came into Trinity and saw the eagle lectern, I had a mis-
chievous vision of the clergy standing underneath it with the eagle’s 
“colored stole” falling down onto the priest’s stole-covered shoulders. 
Ahem. 
 

Next month’s question:  

You moved your office… 
...Why didn’t you move your seat in church? 
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OUTREACH FAIR 
APRIL 20 

Trinity’s Outreach Committee is 
planning its third annual Out-
reach Fair.   
This is an information-sharing 
event that brings together 
helping organizations (e.g., Vic-
tory House, Meals On Wheels) 
and potential helpers, people 
who might become volunteers 
and donors.   
This year the committee is in-
viting several neighbor 
churches to come to the Fair--
resulting, we hope, in even 
more volunteers and donors. 
Please put Sunday, April 20, on 
your calendar, and on that day 
go to the Parish Hall sometime 
between 9:00 and 1:00.  We 
think you will be impressed and 
inspired by the good work that 
is being done in our commu-
nity.  
Perhaps you will even find a 
special organization whose 
goals are yours and of which 
you can truly be a part.  If so, 
you will be blessed. 
There will be more about the 
Outreach Fair in the next news-
letter.  If you have questions 
before that, Marcie Lightwood, 
Outreach Committee chair, 
mlightwood@hotmail.com, is the 
person to ask. 
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From this 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Palm Crosses 

Every Palm Sunday we read the story of 
Christ's triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and 
about how the people put palms in the Savior's 
path and sang hosannas. We ask God to bless 
these palms, that they may be sanctified and 
be a means of grace and divine protection to 
those who carry them and treasure them with 
faith. After the service has finished, we take 
the palms home. Some of us may hang them 
over pictures or pass them on to loved ones 

far away.  

One custom is to shape the palm into crosses. 
On Saturday, March 15, several of us will be 
meeting in the Parish Hall to learn how to fold 
palms into crosses. These palms can then be 
blessed at the Sunday service. If you are inter-
ested in learning how to fold the palms, 
(children, too, with an accompanying adult to 
help), then kindly sign up following this week’s 
service and indicate which time is best – 2 pm 
or 7 pm. We’ll go by the majority and give you 
a call. We’re hoping this can become an annual 

intergenerational event!   

 

 

 

To this 

 

Singing in the Church Choir 

 

Have you ever wanted to sing in the church 
choir, but found yourself blocked by obsta-
cles? Perhaps these obstacles sounded like: 
I don’t have the time. My voice isn’t 
trained. I don’t know how to read music. 
How can I worship while singing? Being in 
front of people makes me self-conscious. 
Many choir members had these similar 
thoughts when they first began. However, 
the joy one finds by singing in the choir 

helps us to overcome these thoughts.   

A personal invitation is being extended to 
all persons. Won’t you join us? This is the 
perfect opportunity to experience practicing 
with different organists/choirmasters on 
various musical selections. Every choir 
member is ready to support you in your ef-
forts. If long term commitment isn’t for 
you, may we suggest you join us for the 
fifty days of Easter. Feel free to speak with 

any choir member.  

“Good Things  

are Happening 

 at Trinity!” 
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March 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
5:00 pm– Taize—

Chapel 

3 
6:00 pm– Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Commu-

nity—Chapel 
 

7:30 pm– Worship 

Committee—Library 

4 
6:30 pm– Daugh-
ters of the King—

Library 

5 
7:30 am– A Spiri-
tual Journey in Re-
covery—Fellowship 

Hall 
 

6:00 pm—Class: 
The Divine Poems of 
John Donne—Parish 

Hall 

6 

 

7 
9:30 am– Parent-
child Playgroup—

Sunday School Wing 

8 

 

9 
Daylight Saving 

Time Begins 
 

12:00 pm– Com-
mittee for Children 

and Youth—Library 

10 
6:00 pm– Spiritual 
Journaling Group— 

Parish Hall 
  

7:00 pm—Holy 

Eucharist—Chapel  
 

7:30 pm—Vestry 

Meeting—Library  

11 12 
6:00 pm—Class: 
The Divine Poems of 
John Donne—Parish 

Hall 

13 
11:00 am—Chrism 
Mass—Cathedral 

Church of the Nativity 

14 
9:30 am– Parent-
child Playgroup—

Sunday School Wing 
 

6:00 pm—TGIF Pot 
Luck Supper & 
Handbells Experi-

ence—Parish Hall 
 

7:00 pm—The 
Spiritual Movie 
Group —Zukowski 

home 

15 

 

16 
Palm Sunday 

 

5:00 pm– Taize—

Chapel 

17 
Monday of Holy 

Week 
 

6:00 pm– Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Commu-

nity—Chapel 

18 
Tuesday of Holy 

Week 
 

19 
Wednesday of 

Holy Week 
 

7:30 am– A Spiri-
tual Journey in Re-
covery—Fellowship 

Hall 
 

6:00 pm—Class: 
The Divine Poems of 
John Donne—Parish 

Hall 

20 
Maundy Thursday 

 

5:30 pm– Agape 

Meal—Parish Hall 
 

7:30 pm—Holy 

Eucharist—Church  
 

8:30 pm—Prayer 
Vigil—Chapel & 

Parishioner’s Homes 

21 
Good Friday 

 

12:00 pm– Liturgy 
of Good Friday and 
Stations of the 

Cross—Church 
 

7:30 pm—Stations 
of the Cross—

Church  

22 
Holy Saturday 

 

10:00 am– Holy 
Saturday Liturgy—

Chapel 
 

7:30 pm—The 
Great Vigil of 

Easter—Church  

23 
Eater Day 

 

8:00 am– Holy 

Eucharist—Church 
 

9:30 am—Easter 
Breakfast—Parish 

Hall  
 

11:00 am—Holy 

Eucharist—Church 

24 
 

6:00 pm– Spiritual 
Journaling Group— 

Parish Hall 

25 
 

 

26 
 

7:30 pm– Pastoral 
Care Committee—

Parish Hall 

27 

 

28 
 

9:30 am– Parent-
child Playgroup—

Sunday School Wing 

29 

 

30 31      

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that 
use our facilities.  Please check availability with the office before scheduling a 
meeting. 
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Weekly Schedule 
Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Wednesdays 
 9:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing    

Thursdays 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice (Confirmation recommended) 
 

Saturdays 
 10:00 am Tai Chi (Chapel) 
 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon  
 
For Yoga schedule, please contact Mary Rosenberger. 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 9:15 am Child Care, Sunday School & Adult Forum 
 9:45 am Choir Practice 
 10:30 am Holy Eucharist  
 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon Soup Kitchen 
 4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Church) (during Lent) 
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
 



 

 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and Soul    

    
 

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
 

phone   610-867-4741    

(emergency  610-217-4837) 
 

web site   www.trinitybeth.org     

email   info@trinitybeth.org 
 

office hours   9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments  until 4   

CLERGY 
The Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator    

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon A. Malcolm MacMillan,  

 Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  

 Assisting Priest 
 

 STAFF  
Karen Ernst-Reiner,  Treasurer       

Director of Music—Open       

Peter & Wendy Lega, Directors of Children’s 

 Choir 

Ellyn Siftar, Director of Youth Ministries 

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

Shelly Smith, Clerk of the Vestry 

Connie Derr, Bookkeeper 

Dennis Perkins, Sexton    

Ministers:  All baptized members. 
 

VESTRY  
Sara Klingner (Vestry Warden)   

Siobhan Ardizzone  
Suzanne Boundy  

Jennifer Bradley  
Robert Deets 

Wendy Lega 

Marcie Lightwood 

Ken Magee   

Katherine Simmons  
Jack Vickrey (Rector’s Warden) 

Gabriele Whittier 
   

How to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a member————    
You are very welcome to attend worship 

services, member or not.  If you would like 

to become part of the parish, it is easy.  

Just give your name, address, phone 

number (and email address, if you have 

one) to a priest or usher, or leave it in the 

parish office.  Part of being an Episcopa-

lian is giving of your time, talent and treas-

ure.  We hope you will attend our special 

programs and join our other activities.  

There are so many opportunities to be-

come a working member – by helping 

with worship services, or serving on a 

committee or outreach group. 

Non-Profit Org 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org/newsletters/march2008.pdf 

If you would prefer to have future newsletters emailed to you rather than a 
paper copy via US Mail, send an email to gaby@trinitybeth.org asking to be 
placed on the Newsletter email distribution list. 

April Newsletter Deadline: 
Wednesday, March 19, 2008 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the edi-
tor at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. 
All submissions must be identified by the author with contact information 
(email or telephone number). 


