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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

One year ago, we came together and received a copy of the parish profile from the 
committee that had worked so hard to put it together. As I understand it from the re-
ports of the Search Committee, that profile provided the foundation for the Search 
Committee's work, which led to my election as Rector.  

The Profile was written by the committee after an extensive process of listening to 
members of the parish, as you shared your hopes and dreams for what the parish 
would become. Only after you had a vision in sight could the process of choosing a 
leader begin. The King James Version of Proverbs 29:18 reads, "Where there is no 
vision, the people perish." And that is true of communities as well. You have ex-
pressed a strong vision for Trinity, as a place of liturgical presence, with good and 
relevant preaching. You have described Trinity as a place where the clergy and laity 
minister in partnership. You feel strongly that Trinity should continue its support of 
programs for the Soup Kitchen, for the poor and the marginalized. You say that Trin-
ity should be a welcoming parish which incorporates newcomers into parish life. And 
that education and parish-wide communication are priorities.  
I have a vision for Trinity, too, and for my new role at Trinity. Instead of reviewing 
the past year, which is what an annual report usually does, I would like to share with 
you the dream I have for our life together. 

First of all, let me begin by underscoring that I think that Trinity is a wonderful 
place. And that you are wonderful people. If we continued on as we are now for the 
next 10 years, this would still be a wonderful place. That is not an option, however.  
Because the way things work is that organizations that don’t change die. I come from 
Shaker country, and the Shakers made a conscious decision not to change their way 
of life, knowing full well that they would die out. Those lovely, gentle people felt 
that God was ready for something new in the world, and that their time was past. I 
certainly do not believe you have called me to preside over the decline and fall of 
Trinity Church. As a matter of fact, I would not have said “Yes” if that were the case.  
So change will come. 

On the other hand, I am not one who believes in change merely for the sake of nov-
elty. As much as we joked about “Trinity Church of the Ever-changing,” Fr. Nick 
and I used to tweak each other about who was more conservative. We decided he 
was politically more conservative, but with my roots in the Eastern Church and the 
tradition of Desert Spirituality, I am ecclesiastically more conservative. Maintaining 
fidelity to the roots of the Church and its practice is very important to me, and some 
of that antedates our current prayerbook by one thousand years. 

So, do we stay the same, become fossilized and wither? Or do we change into some-
thing that is modern, trendy and unrecognizable as Anglican? I believe that either 
extreme leads us away from where God is calling us. We must find ways to respond 
to the changing world around us that are in keeping with the traditions of Trinity and 
of the Episcopal Church. Herein lies the challenge, because one of the traditions of 

(Continued on page 7) 



 

 

Celebration of Saints  
During February  

Almighty God, you have knit together 
your elect in one communion and 

fellowship in the mystical body of your 
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so 

to follow your blessed saints in all 
virtuous and godly living, that we may 
come to those ineffable joys that you 

have prepared for those who truly 
love you; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen.  

  1 Brigid, 523 
  2 The Presentation of Our Lord Je-

sus Christ in the Temple 
  4 Cornelius, the Centurion 
  5 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597 
13 Absalom Jones, Priest, 1818 
14 Cyril, Monk, and Methodius, 

Bishop, Missionaries to the Slavs, 
869, 885 

15 Thomas Bray, Priest and Mission-
ary, 1730 

18 Martin Luther, 1546 
23 Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr of 

Smyrna, 156 
25 St. Matthias the Apostle 
27 George Herbert, Priest, 1633 
28 Anna Julia Heyward Cooper, Edu-

cator, 1964 

FEBRUARY 

17 Nicholas Smith 
17 Sally Wrenshall 
18 Barbara Beck 
18 Caroline Vail 
18 Madison Givey 
19 Foster Leonhardt 
20 Susan Ditterline 
20 Allison Gee 
21 Ursula Genthner 
24 Dawn Lennon 
24 Jack Norman 
24 Eugene Propsner 
25 John Miller 
27 Patti Smith Fanning 
27 Joanna Majczan 
27 David Scott 
28 Wendy Gulya 
29 Freddie Washco 
 

Anniversaries 
 5 Hattye & Kenneth Magee 
 7 Jan & Flex Illick 
 7 Angeline & Robert Ruch 

Birthdays 
 1 Mike Jendzeizyk 
 1 Jenna Heffner 
 2 Jane Frey 
 3 Allison Vail 
 5 Mark Heimbach 
 6 Blaise McArdle 
 7 Christopher Squires 
 7 William Harding 
 7 Karen Miller 
 9 Heather Lawrence 
10 Linda Cortis 
11 Kathy Butler 
12 Sr. Patricia Michael 
12 Robert Hornyak 
12 Alexandria Smith 
14 JoAnne McCarthy Jones 
14 Robert Lawrence, Sr. 
14 Logan Vitalos 
15 Carole Gorney Bryant 
15 Linda Norman 
16 James Caskey 
16 Deborah Arner 
17 Nicole Givey 

Trinity is a praying church.  We love to pray for 

people...and we keep on praying for them.  

But sometimes, people get "parked" on the 

parish prayer list.  The policy is to put people 

on the Prayers of the People list and to read their names 

for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to keep them 

on.  They will also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin.  

We keep them on the Bulletin list for two months, 

UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.  We are very happy 

to keep people on either or both lists, but please do tell 

us.  Call the office or give a note to one of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 

Here are the names of 
Trinity people who have 
health problems or per-
sonal problems and who 
wish to be remembered 
in our prayers. If you or a 
loved one has health 
problems or other prob-
lems, and if you would 
like the prayerful help of 
Trinity friends, you are 
invited to add your name 
to the list. Please contact 
the office, 610-867-4741. 

The Prayer List 

Doris Aitken 
Al Barr 
Bud Barr 
Lynn Barrett 
Marjorie Miller Bergey 
Dennis Bergey 
Beth Birli 
Carina Boehm  
1Lt. Andrew Bowling 
Jane Breininger 
Harlan Breininger 
Bryan Brozoski family 
Spc. Kevin Butler 
Dorothy Comegys 
2Lt. Andrew Dalton 
Margaret Degnan 
Rachel Dickson 
1Lt. Allen Griffith 
Mark Guerra 
Sally Hampson 
Janet Holtz 

Lois Howell 
Cheryl Hunt 
Clark Hunt 
Eileen Kessler 
Denise Knauss  
1Sgt. John Knight 
Robin Kunsman 
Fr. Joe Leo 
Robert Lukens 
Samuel Lukens 
Fr. Mac 
Joe McCullough 
Deacon Elizabeth Miller 
Terry Miller 
SSgt. Rob Norman 
Louise Phelan 
Matthew Post 
1Lt. Brian Powell 
Resurrection Lutheran 

Church 
A-1 Kenneth Roman 
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Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane 
Romeril 

Sean Romeril 
1Lt. Joseph Salgado 
Janet Salvage  
Joan Sheldrake 
Elizabeth Siftar 
James Siftar 
Jim Stanton 
Rick Sumner 
Edna Sweet 
Dennis Taylor 
Lucille A. Talijan 
Pat Talijan 
Michael Tax, Jr. 
John Thale 
1Lt. Sara Toliver 
Tracey & Tiffany Weaver 
Jeremy Wolfe 
Joleita Yurchak 
Phil  

February 3 
The Last Sunday After the Epiphany 

Exodus 24:12-18 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
Matthew 17:1-9 

Psalm 2  
 

Feburary 10 
The First Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 

Psalm 32  
 

February 17 
The Second Sunday in Lent 

Genesis 12:1-4a 
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

John 3:1-17  
Psalm 121   

February 24 
The Third Sunday in Lent 

Exodus 17:1-7 
Romans 5:1-11  

John 4:5-42 
Psalm 95  

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures 
to be written for our learning: Grant us so to 
hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest them, that we may embrace and ever 
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, 
which you have given us in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

Sunday Readings  
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Introducing our Newest Staff Member 

Arthur Isaiah 
—Trinity’s Church Cat 

In mid December Dennis, our Sexton, 
went to Animals in Distress to donate an 
unused cat toy. While there, he ran into 

Arthur, who was homeless. Animals in 
Distress had no more room for cats, and 

were going to turn him away. Dennis 
took pity on the kitten and brought him 
back to the church in hopes of finding 

him a home. 

As soon as the rest of the staff saw him, 
we fell in love and adopted him as “the 
Trinity Church cat”. Currently, while in 

training, he is confined to the church of-
fice during public open times in order to 

keep him in the building. He is learning 
quickly and is now in charge of Pastoral 

Care for the staff. 

Cat-friendly members of Trinity are wel-

come to come to the office to help train 
him in other duties. But, please do not 

allow him to leave the office unattended. 

Reflection on Isaiah 55:10-11 
 

“So is my word that goes out from my mouth: 
It will not return to me empty, 
But will accomplish what I desire 
And achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  (Isaiah 55:11) 
 

 The end is the beginning:  This 
 is life’s true song; 
 the rain that falls, evaporating, 
 rising to the heavens again, 
 the earth of heart, mind, soul, refreshed, 
 awakened by the stirrings 
 of a God who waits. 
 

 Oh, Well Spring ever flowing! 
 Deep still calling unto deep, 
 word responding to the Word, 
 this is the Way, the Truth, the Life, 
 the Spirit’s invitation 
 to embrace the dance; 
 and shall we turn away in fear, 
 to seek the safe, the sure, the known, 
 or say our Yes to God, and take 
 Love’s outstretched hand? 
     —Stephanie Stover 



 

 

Dear Friends, 
 
Thank you for all the prayers, cards, letters, 
and acts of kindness during my recent ac-
cident.  I am out of the wheelchair, and us-
ing a walker. I hope to go to a cane soon, 
and be back among you by mid-Lent, God 
willing.  It is true, that "I rest on a cushion 
of prayer", as my friend Lala used to say. 
 

Love and prayers, 
Mother Gwendolyn-Jane + 
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TGIF...A NEW GROUP NAME… 

 
 

 

TGIF has altered our name in an effort to encourage all members of the parish to attend our 

gatherings and social functions. We have decided to drop the F for Family and add a new F for 
Fellowship. Our many families will still attend, but we encourage single members and couples 
without families to join us! If you have any ideas that would encourage others to attend, we 

would love to hear them. 

Trinity's Group Involving Fellowship usually meets on the 2nd Friday of the month for a pot-

luck dinner in Parish Hall at 6pm, but this month we will host the Shrove Tuesday pancake 
supper from 5-6:30pm on Thursday, February 5th, instead of our usual Friday month meet-
ing. Please arrive at 4:30pm if you can help cook and set-up, or stay later if you can clean-

up. 

On Friday, March 14th, please join us for a Bell-icious potluck dinner at 6pm in the Parish 
Hall. Bring a dish to share and try out Trinity's set of handbells with the children. All inter-

ested in handbells encouraged to attend. 

Details for our Friday April 11th potluck dinner are in the works. 

On May 16-18th, TGIF will be camping at the Robin Hill resort in Lenhartsville only 25 minutes 

from Trinity. We invite anyone interested to join us for the weekend or on Sunday for our out-
door worship service near the creek. We have special pricing for this weekend, and the camp-
ground will hold the reservations until Valentine's Day. If you are interested, contact Jennifer 

Bradley as soon as possible for more details at emailjen@msn.com or 610-694-9805. We had 

a great time last year and hope you can join us! 

Summer gatherings on the second Friday of each month are also planned. 

Please join us soon for Trinity fellowship between Sundays! 

 

JOURNALING GROUP 

A spiritual journal group will be starting 

up soon at Trinity. 

We'll be introducing and studying differ-
ent spiritual journal 

writing techniques. 

If interested contact 
Katie Simmons at 
simmons888@gmail.com 

or John Zukowski at 

johnaz7@aol.com. 

Date/time/location 

to be determined, 
based on people's 

interest. 
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Ask the Rector 
Sometimes, several people will ask me 
the same questions. So I thought it 
might be worth while to answer them 
in a monthly column, with the assump-
tion that people might be interested, 
but don’t get a chance to ask. If you 
have questions you would like an-
swered, please send me a note. 

Herewith this month’s question. 

How do you figure out who is 
preaching and who is celebrating? 

For the last seven years, I have been 
creating a rota—a schedule—of who 
preaches when, so preachers can study 
ahead.  Typically, the Rector (Fr. 
Nick, or in the case of Fr. Dick, the 
Interim) preached twice a month. The 
Associate preached once a month, and 
the assisting clergy (Deacon Liz, Fr. 
Cliff, Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane, etc.) took 
turns preaching once a month. I have 
done the bulk of the Wednesday morn-
ing services, because I like to teach 
about the saints, and because the heal-
ing service is very important to me. 

Since we don’t currently have an asso-
ciate and Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane’s acci-
dent put her out of commission, Fr. 
Cliff has been preaching twice a 
month. This helps me enormously as I 
dig into some of the administrative 
tasks that need attention—such as 
finding supply organists and working 
on an organist search committee. 
When our curate arrives over the sum-
mer, we will consult and likely return 
to the 2/1/1 schedule which has served 
us well. 

We try to share preaching and cele-
brating duties. So, the person who 
does not preach will usually celebrate, 
except for the small Saturday evening 
services. Of course, nothing is abso-
lutely always the case, because people 
get ill, go on vacation, or there are 
guest preachers (like the bishop!). And 
at Christmas and Easter there are many 
special services.  This is the general 
pattern, however. 

Next month: What’s with the eagle 
in church?  And why is it wearing a 
stole? 

 

The Quiet Contemplative Life at Trinity 
 

Mondays-Fridays 
 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel 
 4:30 p.m. Evening Prayer, Church 

Mondays 
 6:00 p.m.  Going Deeper, Chapel (1st and 3rd Mondays) 

Wednesdays 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing 
 5:30 p.m. Prayer Bead Group (3rd Wed., at Gaby Whittier’s) 

Saturdays 
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi, Chapel 
  5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist (Healing on First Saturday) 

Sundays 
 5:00 p.m. Taize Evening Prayer, Chapel (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
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Trinity is that we are inclusive, and therefore we incorporate a wide spectrum of opinion, some of which is mutually ex-
clusive. 

There is nothing more important for Trinity—or any Christian community—than listening. Indeed, that is one of the 
hallmarks of Christian community. Without deep and intentional listening, we can misjudge each other. And we can find 
that our own private agendas begin to take precedence. We can head off in various wrong directions, and community will 
begin to splinter. 

We must listen first to God to discover what God wants from Trinity. It sounds so easy, doesn’t it: “listen to God”. But it 
takes time, energy and practice. It doesn’t just happen; we have to make room for it to happen. We listen to God in com-
munity as we celebrate the Eucharist together, as we lift up our hearts in thanksgiving and offer petitions to God. We 
listen to God in community as we pray Morning Prayer together five days a week, and soon in Lent, we will be praying 
Evening Prayer together. Our Prayerbook’s title gives us a clue to one way to listen to God: together, in common. To-
gether, we listen to God’s word in Holy Scripture, and we pray for God’s direction for our parish and our church. How 
should we change and how stay the same? 

We should each listen to God privately as well, in order to seek guidance in our personal lives. Whether it is through say-
ing Morning and Evening Prayer, or some other form of prayer on our own, meditating, or studying the Bible, not a day 
should go by without listening for God’s still, small voice. This is a huge challenge, because work, family schedules, and 
other demands fill our day. But failing to make time for God is like setting out to drive cross country to Seattle, without 
any idea of how to get there. The possibilities for getting lost and side-tracked are huge. 

We listen to each other in the parish community. There is an old saying, “Vox populi vox dei.” God speaks through the 
voice of the people. Sometimes, God speaks directly to us through other people. When we are open to receiving each 
other with respect—whether or not we agree—we allow ourselves to be influenced and perhaps to hear something new.  
We may hear needs that we were not aware of, or discover a new vision of how to move forward. We are all part of this 
community because we choose to be. Thanks be to God, no one is forcing us to be here. Each of us receives something 
from this community and gives something. 

We listen to the voices of our brothers and sisters in the world. Sometimes this is the most difficult, because the needs of 
the world are overwhelming. Even if we had trillions of dollars, we could not meet all the needs. And many of the needs 
cannot be filled merely with money. Yet, the fact that it is sometimes painful and frustrating to listen to the rest of the 
world does not absolve us from the duty to do so. As Christians we are specifically ordered to pay attention to those out-
side our small community—whether that community be our family, our parish, our diocese, or the Episcopal Church.  
And we are required to respond. 

Everything that we are at Trinity Church and everything that we do at Trinity Church should grow out of listening to 
God, to each other and to the world. And I would like to underscore the “do” part.  I experienced an ironic set of coinci-
dences the other day. I overheard someone saying about our Day of Prayer, “Oh, those people at Trinity are always pray-
ing for something or other.” Only two hours later, someone from outside the parish said to me, “There is so much going 
on at Trinity. Where does it all come from?” Listening and prayer are at the root, but they can never be the stopping 
point, except in those rare cases where God calls us to the contemplative life. For most of us, listening and prayer pro-
vide us with the equipment to do what we are called to do. If we don’t live out our faith actively, perhaps it is merely a 
hobby, and not faith? In the letter of James we read: “Faith without works is dead.” 

I am called to lead this parish—that is both my job and how I spend much of my personal discretionary time, as anyone 
who knows my schedule can tell you. What are you called to do? If you can’t answer that, then perhaps Lent would be a 
good time for you to intensify your listening. I feel certain that you will discover you are called to do more than show up 
here one hour for the Saturday or Sunday service. 

What should you be expecting from a leader whose first report to the parish is about listening? You can expect me to 
practice what I preach: to be a person who spends time listening to God, both in private and in corporate prayer. And you 
can expect me to make our worship time and preaching central, so that you can hear God as well. 

You can expect me to listen to the voices of the parish.  Bishop Paul mentioned this in his sermon at the Celebration of 
Our New Ministry. St. Benedict advises, “Do nothing without consultation.” The process of consultation allows for the 

(Rector;s Letter—Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Homily for Edith Wilson’s Funeral  Isaiah 42:1-9, 43:1-4a, 49: 15-16a 
 The Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B. Psalms 121, 31:1-5 
 January 17, 2008 Romans 8:14-19, 34-35, 37-39 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. John 14:1-6, 16-19 
 

On behalf of Edith Wilson and her family, we welcome you to Trinity, where she did so much volunteer work, and 
where she worshipped, prayed and celebrated for many years. If this service seems vaguely familiar to you, it should 
be! It is modeled after her sister Edna’s service. Edith made the choices for Edna’s service and was happy with it. So 
we felt safe using it as a template. And it is fitting for sisters who spent many years of their life together to have 
matching services. 

Edith, Edna and I had a special relationship. We shared many interests. We were all from New England and enjoyed 
reminiscing about the hills, forests and shore. There were certain psalms we especially liked.  Psalm 121 which we 
heard a few moments ago was one that we called a New England psalm. We delighted in the companionship of cats. 
We liked poetry and art. Edith did some lovely sketches and I am a well-trained, highly professional appreciator. I 
have an enormous liking for cookies and Edith and Edna certainly knew how to satisfy that. I love the color, patterns 
and textures of yarn and fabric art, and the sisters were true artists. 

Their generosity in working on behalf of people less fortunate than themselves was unmatched. Deacon Liz and I were 
talking about Edith yesterday, and Liz said that she was struck by the fact that Edith made exquisitely beautiful things, 
with an infinite amount of care, only for the purpose of giving them 
away. She and the quilters made lovely quilts for babies who might 
never see them. She and Edna spent days creating works of art in 
cookie dough and frosting for every season. My favorite were the 
painted autumn leaves in crimson and gold, which reminded me of a 
fall scene in western Massachusetts. The cookies would be gobbled up 
in a moment in the Soup Kitchen. Such beauty, created with devotion 
and love, was freely distributed. 

We shared something more fundamental, however. And that is why we 
are here today. We shared an absolute, bedrock-firm faith in God. I’m not implying that Edith never questioned—
certainly she did. Especially when she and Edna got so sick. But her relationship with God was strong enough to let 
her wrestle with the Holy One, as Jacob wrestled with the angel. The same strength of mind and will that allowed her 
to be an army nurse in World War 2 was turned toward God: loving God, sometimes telling God off, serving God, and 
therefore serving God’s people. 

Even for the most privileged and sheltered of us, life is not easy. Illness, poverty, and pain sooner or later touch every 
one of us. We love people, and then they die. We ourselves die. Where is there any Good News to be had in such a 
life? In the letter to the Romans, St. Paul seems to be saying that we WILL experience hardship, distress, persecution, 
famine, nakedness, peril, and the sword. It sounds to me like he is saying quite flatly that death, life, angels, rulers, 
things present, things to come, powers, height, and depth, might try to come between us. This is not the kind of guar-
antee that cheers me up.  Where is the Good News in this? What’s the point of faith if my life and the lives of every-
one around me are going to end? 

The problem lies in the fact that we are asking the wrong question. Somehow we get trapped into thinking that there is 
some sort of cause-effect relationship between faith and suffering. There isn’t. All humans suffer. Perhaps it’s even 
possible to say that all creation suffers. Suffering is a fact of existence. Faith is something entirely different. It is not a 
spiritual aspirin that makes us feel better when things aren’t going well. It is not a religious bank account that we can 
put deposits into when we’re on top of the world, and withdraw from to provide security when things look dark. Lack 
of faith does not cause my illness. An abundance of faith will not prevent me from aging. 

Faith is our spirit’s connection with God. It is a two-way relationship with the one Being in the universe that does not 
die, does not get sick, does not fade away, even if our physical bodies do. Faith in the Eternal One gives us the oppor-
tunity to share that eternal life. John quotes Jesus: “Because I live, you also will live.” 

As Christians, we are bound to believe Jesus’ assurance that we will be with him. And although our faith helps us be-
lieve that nothing will separate us permanently, funerals are still sad times. We miss Edith. It’s nice to be able to hold 
on to the promise of our future life together, but it’s impossible to avoid noticing an empty place in our hearts. We 
need that specific, personal connection. 

(Continued on page 9) 

 

Haiku for Edith Wilson 
 

Stubborn persistence-- 

    A long life not long enough-- 

        Beautiful cookies. 
 

--Randy Jones 
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Our compassionate Savior knows this about us. “I will not leave you or-
phaned,” he said. And not only sent the Holy Spirit to comfort us and to keep 
us from feeling abandoned, he also instituted the sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion, where we can experience a touch of eternity while we are still in our flesh. 

We believe that the altar is the place where heaven and earth, where the pre-
sent moment and eternity, meet. In a few minutes, we will be reminded to pray 
with “Angels and archangels and all the host of heaven.” Edith, Edna, and all 
those who have gone before us in Christ are now part of the Host of Heaven, 
who joyfully praise God. Each time we stand before the altar, saying, “Holy, 
holy, holy,” Edith and all those others pray with us. As we come forward to 
share in the Holy Meal that Christ invites us to, they join us from the eternity-
side of the altar. For me, each communion service is like a great mystical 
Thanksgiving dinner, with all of us—seen and unseen--gathered around the 
table. It’s not an accident that the church calls the communion service the 
Great Thanksgiving. In a few minutes, we will join with each other and with 
Edith in the first sacred feast we have celebrated together since her death. And 
we will repeat it together with her each time we gather for Communion. 

The Gospel was everything to Edith. And I am certain that she would want to 
be sure that we all understand it. That we will share eternal life together some-
day with the One who created the universe is only part of the Gospel. The 
Good News for you and me here today, even in our sadness, is that our lives 
can be like Edith’s. She would want us to know that there is hope today, as we 
pray together. She would want us to know that there is happiness and beauty 
and humor in the world, even if life is hard sometimes. She would want to re-
mind us that faith is as important to life as breath. And she would want us to 
feed the hungry, care for the sick, look after the children and animals—
especially cats, and live out the Gospel. She would want us to experience the 
joy of Jesus’s presence, not just in theory, but in every moment. Let us learn 
from the example of her life. Amen. 

(Homily for Edith Wilson’s Funeral—Continued from page 8) 

Morning and Evening Prayer 
Lent is a time for us to enter more deeply into the life of the Spirit. 

It's a time for slowing down, taking stock, and drawing closer to our 

Lord.  It is a time for setting our sights on Jesus so we can become 

more like him. You are invited to intensify your prayer life by joining 

us for Morning Prayer at 9:00 weekdays in the chapel. This year, we 

are also adding an Eve-

ning Prayer service at 

4:30 weekdays in the 

church, beginning on Ash 

Wednesday (February 6). 

If you would like to take a 

turn leading Evening 

Prayer, please sign up on 

the bulletin board. If you 

are interested, but think 

you don't have the exper-

tise, please see Mother 

Laura who will be glad to 

train you. 

Bonaventure Study Group 
In February and March Mtr. Laura’s 
Bonaventure Study Group will read 
many of the “Divine Poems” of John 
Donne—namely, the seven sonnets in 
the sequence called La Corona (The 
Crown), the nineteen sonnets called the 
Holy Sonnets, the three Hymns, and the 
poem entitled Good Friday, 1613, Rid-
ing Westward. 

John Donne (1572-1631) is renowned 
among modern folk as the author of 
many notable secular poems—The 
Flea, Go and Catch a Falling Star, The 
Canonization, A Valediction: Forbid-
ding Mourning, and many another; his 
surviving corpus of secular poetry 
greatly exceeds that of his divine po-
etry. But though born and raised in the 
Catholic church he came in later life to 
have a distinguished career in the An-
glican church. He was ordained in 1615 
and shortly afterwards became a royal 
chaplain to King James. He was fa-
mous for the eloquence of his sermons. 
In 1621 he became Dean of St. Paul’s 
Cathedral in London, i.e., “old” St. 
Paul’s, the medieval gothic church de-
stroyed in the Great Fire some thirty 
years or so after Donne’s death and 
thereupon replaced by Wren’s church, 
visited by many of us. (But Donne’s 
memorial statue survived the Fire and 
can be seen in the “new” St. Paul’s, in 
the south aisle to the chancel.) 

The date of composition of most of the 
Divine Poems is uncertain. If Dame 
Helen Gardner is right, the Holy Son-
nets, or most of them, might well have 
been composed in 1609, well before 
Donne took orders. It is the Holy Son-
nets  which will be the focus of our 
attention; in the main they are peniten-
tial, and so are especially appropriate 
for study in Lent. Our dates and time 
and place of meeting will be Wednes-
days at 6:00 in the Parish Hall, Febru-
ary 20th and 27th, March 5th and 12th. 
Jack Vickrey will be the discussion 
leader.  

On four Wednesdays in April the 
Bonaventure Group will discuss the 
Anglo-Saxon poem Beowulf—in trans-
lation, of course. Details will be an-
nounced later. 
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Sermon at the Institution of the Rev. Laura Howell 
Trinity, Bethlehem 

Eve of Thomas Becket, 2007 

Paul V. Marshall, Bishop of Bethlehem 
 

On the fourth day of Christmas we get…a new rector. The ladies dancing and the lords-a-leaping will 

have to be pretty good this year to upstage such a gift, although I hear they gave it a good try last Sat-

urday night. 

In the most positive and respectful way possible I say that receiving this gift is not like getting a shiny, 

new present, the squawking of four birds, but is more like being given a valued family treasure. Not an 

antique, mind you, but a treasure. By that I mean to say that Mother Laura is someone whom I had the 

joy of receiving into this church, and someone with whom the people of Trinity and the clergy of the dio-

cese have had the pleasure of working for a long enough time to know her value. There is no nervous 

stranger from Poughkeepsie waiting to be introduced tonight. 

Old Acquaintance that she is, we are still several days away from singing Auld Lang Syne, so Mother 

Laura has injected a healthy tension into this liturgy by asking us to celebrate this new aspect of our re-

lationship on the eve of Thomas Becket’s day, remembering a martyrdom that was messy and unneces-

sary. His death came one night in the bleak midwinter because he stood for the integrity of the Church 

and the honor of God against an adolescent tyrant whom he had befriended. 

You have had a major article in your Parish newsletter about Thomas’ career, so I will not retell his story 

to you in detail. It has been said on the internet that St. Thomas Becket was the last archbishop worth 

killing. That’s a silly statement and I won’t comment on it, but it makes a point: a thousand years later 

our Thomas stands out in anybody’s list of bishops who accepted grave retribution for his principles. 

As long as we’re gossiping, I suspect that you know that it is sometimes said that when a new bishop is 

being ordained, what is going on in that prolonged huddle of bishops around the newbie is that the spine 

is being removed. It would be grossly unfair of me to tell whether that rumor is true or not: I’m never in 

favor of removing mystery from ritual. But I will say, that whether your study is longitudinal or latitu-

dinal, compared with his colleagues, Thomas stands out as being possessed of large quantities of spine.  

He stands out as a bishop who did not equivocate in commitments, whether we consider his care of the 

poor, the defense of his clergy, or what in the feudal language of his day was called “the honor of God.” 

Thomas could stand upright, and people did not have to guess what he thought or where his loyalties lay. 

You knew where you stood with Thomas, and you had to deal with it one way or another. 

Like every other saint, Thomas requires that we come to terms with the totality of his character. He 

could be crude of manner, could be quite gruff, and is remembered in one English town for permanently 

banishing nightingales because their song disturbed his prayers. 

But in my coming to terms with Thomas, in addition to discarding four previous versions of this manu-

script (an all-time record), I had to accept what lay beneath his tactless exterior. That is this: nobody 

knew his faults better than Thomas did. He wore a hair shirt under his pontifical finery in order always to 

enact penance for his many failings and weaknesses. He gave up being the most powerful man in the 

country by resigning, against the king’s desire, the office of Chancellor when he became archbishop. He 

knew that he could have but one supreme loyalty. 

Although the news of his day paid attention to his bold strokes for the security of the church, nobody 

much noticed that he slipped out at night to tend the sick in the leprosaria he started to give new hope to 

those most marginalized in England’s green and pleasant land. In a sense, the first “Lambeth Confer-

ences” were Becket’s community meals where he daily fed and gave alms to the poor. 

Now we learn something. We certainly don’t get it when Becket protected a murderous priest (whose 

wrists the church courts had gently slapped) from being tried by the king’s justice. Further, much of what 

passed between him and Henry II appears to twenty-first-century eyes a power game with bishops and 

king wrestling over laws, lands, and incomes.  

But our point of view may change when we remember what happened a few centuries later when Henry 

VIII finally did seize the property of the church—England was suddenly flooded with hundreds of thou-

sands of sick, lame, insane, and generally suppurating wretches for whom the church had been caring in 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Holy Spirit to guide and enlighten us, so we make the best choices together for 
the good of the parish and its people.  However, in a number of areas, the buck 
stops at my desk, and I recognize that. 

You can expect me to listen to people who are unhappy as well as to those who 
are happy. It is critical for the health of any community that causes for dissatis-
faction be heard respectfully and openly, rather than festering and sabotaging 
the peace and stability of the parish. It will never be possible for us all to agree 
all the time, and we all need to work on compromise to find workable solu-
tions. If difficult issues are not raised, then there is no possibility for address-
ing them.  Benedict says: No grumbling! 

You can expect me to be the best administrator I know how to be, within the 
constraints of parish priorities: worship services and people in crisis come first 
before paper. Seeing to the nuts-and-bolts operation of the parish, with the aid 
of appropriate committees, so that the congregation can worship in peace and 
joy is important to me. 

You can expect me to be committed to education for children and adults, 
which is a long-standing tradition at Trinity. I am concerned that we all have 
the opportunities to keep open our minds and hearts, which is a form of listen-
ing. 

You can expect me to treasure the amazing resources of talent, wisdom and the 
beautiful building that we have at Trinity, and to encourage you to share them 
with the church and community at every possible opportunity. Under Dr. 
Moore, Trinity had curates: newly ordained clergy, who were receiving on-the-
job training, learning how to be the best possible priests. We revive that tradi-
tion in accepting back among us Hillary Raining, the young woman Trinity 
sent to seminary three years ago. God has been incredibly generous to us. We 
will use Trinity’s wealth of people and programs to give back to the church a 
priest with broad experience that she would otherwise find difficult to obtain at 
the beginning of her career, a priest formed in the tradition of Trinity. This is 
one example among many where we can share. 

Over the decades that Trinity has been here, you have had a number of rectors. 
They are all gone. But the parish still stands and serves God and the people. 
Someday I will be gone, too. This is not my parish and I do not have the right 
to make unilateral decisions, except in very rare cases. That means that you all 
have a responsibility to participate in your parish. For this reason, I have asked 
the Vestry not to put my name on the front sign. It is far more important that 
people find US, than that they find ME. 

You can expect me to love you, respect you and care for you. But that does not 
always guarantee that I will agree with you. Sometimes I will ask you the 
kinds of difficult and challenging questions that the Gospel raises for us. Wres-
tling with those challenges is one way God nudges us to broaden our horizons, 
and to grow in holiness. And I would hope you would do the same for me. 

Finally, you can expect me to remind you and to remind myself frequently to 
hear the words of God, spoken through the Prophet Micah: “What does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with your God.” 

With this vision, I pray that Trinity will be a lighthouse, shining always more 
brightly with the light of Christ. 

AMEN. 

(Rector;s Letter—Continued from page 7) 

IN THE GARDEN 
Winter, bleak and cold, has been 
upon us. Spring seems so far away. 
But Easter is just around the corner. 
It is almost as early as it can be. Al-
though most of us have just put 
away our Christmas decorations, it is 
time to think about our annual 
“Gethsemane Garden” display. Pot-
ted plants, flowers and greens adorn 
our High Altar for our Maundy 
Thursday Service. Parishioners of 
Trinity purchase these plants. The 
display is dismantled after the ser-
vice on Maundy Thursday evening 
and the plants that you purchase can 
be taken and used in your homes and 
gardens for Easter and the coming 
spring. 

A list of available plants and prices 
will be posted on the church bulletin 
board next to the Rector’s office. 
There will be order form envelopes 
for your use. 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE IN BY  

MARCH 09, 2008 
If you have any questions or wish to 
volunteer to help arrange the 
“garden”, please talk to Sue Ditter-
line at church, or call 610-838-8206, 
or send an e-mail to rcditterline@ez-
tel.com. 
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those monasteries and almshouses. There is, then, more going on in the story of Becket and Henry 

than meets the eye. 

It is much too complicated for us to describe in detail, but when Becket was opposing Henry II, he was 

doing the best he could to preserve the ability of the church to do its ministry unimpeded by a govern-

mental system that sucked all wealth to the top and used it for things like war and enriching the al-

ready-rich instead of caring for the people at the bottom—but remember, this was a very long time 

ago. 

Odd as his politics may sound to us, Becket was not regarded as a reactionary nut job in his own day; 

in fact, his death made him an instant martyr all across Europe. His person and the positions he took 

touched something deep in the souls of common people. His tomb rapidly became the pilgrimage site of 

which Chaucer has made everyone who reads English aware. 

In Becket’s time of exile in France, he learned not to seek martyrdom or sainthood, but to accept that 

death was the price of his position and to receive it simply as that. T. S. Eliot, among other writers, has 

imagined what his struggle was like when it became clear that Henry and Becket were on a collision 

course that no one could alter. Again, Becket’s spiritual achievement was that he accepted his death as 

the price of his position and nothing more. It was for others to determine whether his dying was mar-

tyrdom or sainthood. He would simply do his duty. In this I am reminded of Martin Luther King’s last 

speech, given very shortly before he died, where he commented on death threats made against him: 

Like anybody, I would like to live…but I’m not concerned about that now…I just want to do 

God’s will, and he’s allowed to go up to the Mountain…So I’m happy tonight; I’m not worried 

about anything, I’m not fearing any man. Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the 

Lord. 

So, all in all, Mother Laura’s choice of martyr-bishop-humanitarian Becket as patron of her ministry as 

rector of Trinity puts you and me on notice. Her choice also puts her in a kind of jeopardy. 

First, the notice to us. Most easily observed is that she is going to expect me to behave like a bishop, 

and will continue her Foole-ish taunts to keep me brave, clean, and reverent. [Note to the Reader who 

wasn’t there: some years ago, at her own request, Mo. Laura was appointed Foole to the Bishop, a 

symbol coming more from St. Paul and Russian spirituality than from the circus.] 

But let’s go deeper. Quite unlike Becket, Mother Laura is not a gruff person, and would certainly not 

curse the nightingales—or even crows—for interrupting her prayers with their songs. If my fellow Scots 

were imaginatively able to form the concept of a Miss Congeniality award for their kind, she would 

surely get it. But by invoking Thomas on this occasion she is letting us know that there are limits to her 

genuine bonhomie, the limits that are imposed by our relationship to God and by the respect for the 

integrity of our fellow creatures that God requires. We trifle with those limits at our soul’s peril, and she 

will let us know it. 

This particular threshold for boom-lowering comes from her commitment to the Benedictine style of 

leadership which I can admire without necessarily embracing—how’s that for spine? Benedictine leaders 

seldom require obedience, and ideally do so only when somebody’s soul is at stake. They work at com-

munal discernment, but they are not pushovers. They do not fall in step with whoever has spoken loud-

est or most recently: they listen for the corporate mind. Mother Laura’s limits are the honor of God and 

the welfare of God’s favorites, the poor—should we fail to take either of these seriously in our commu-

nal discernment, she will let us know. 

So we stand warned. 

But I must in turn warn Mother Laura, although “warn” is perhaps too dramatic a word for what I am 

thinking, which may be more along the lines of encouragement and reinforcement. And I, who live a 

life where the worst things that can be done to me is somebody writing something nasty, do not pre-

sume to offer any reminder to a rector as deeply in the trenches as is she that having principles may 

involve sacrifice. She already knows the depth and breadth of that truth. 

I think rather of the last temptation T. S. Eliot imagined in his speculative play, Murder in the Cathe-

dral. The final temptation Becket faced in Eliot’s telling of it, was to do the “right thing for the wrong 

(Sermon at the Institution of the Rev. Laura Howell—Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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reason,” to maintain his principles in order to achieve the status of saint and martyr. Long ago the 

Church had forbidden the seeking of martyrdom as a quick ticket to heaven or as analgesic to the many 

vicissitudes of Christian vocation. 

That temptation to do the right thing for the wrong reason implies another peril. From our perspective, 

given how we read history and how we think of the relationship of the Christian community to the now-

secular order: it is possible to do the wrong thing for the right reason. Just taking a strong stand may do 

little good. Even the pope thought Becket was standing on principle in too unbending a way to get a good 

result. It is arguable from this point of view that Becket’s commitment to principle gave him a lack of re-

alism about the art of the possible, bringing himself and King Henry to a place where no one could ma-

neuver.  

In a day when church leadership seems marked by murky streams of indecision, these are hard words to 

say, and perhaps confusing to hear. I mean only to suggest that we have to know what we want to ac-

complish and move in the most effective way to accomplish it, wise as serpents and harmless as nightin-

gales. 

For example:  

Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, is going to have to adjust when the gaming industry comes next year. The 

time for feelings about that is over. The stresses on social ministry will be significant. We must find ways 

to raise our voices and take action that are most likely to get the result we need for those who will come 

to our doors. 

We have needed to adjust for a decade to the growing chasm between the rich and poor in the Lehigh 

Valley. 

We have needed to adjust for thirty years to the crises in health care and public transportation. 

And we always have our permanent challenge of helping people see that they are making spiritual 

choices all of the time, whether they know it or not. 

All of which is to say that Christian witness in arenas where we are considered irrelevant or reactionary is 

going to have to be courageous and very, very, clever. I am certain that merely being in people’s faces 

will not get results. 

In saying any of this, I do not suggest that Mother Laura is not subtle, or that she is not very, very 

clever. I bring up this aspect of Becket’s complexity to underscore our call to do the right thing for the 

right reasons so that Mother Laura will feel encouraged and supported by all of us in facing challenges in 

a way that may at first seem foolish, and later turn out to be the wisdom of God. 

Well, it’s almost time to stop before they come in with the five golden rings for tomorrow’s present. St. 

Thomas was declared a saint in record time because people saw in him a burning desire to advance the 

church’s work and uphold God’s sovereignty. I can wish no more notoriety for your ministry, my sister. 

Should our age impose a Becket-like cost for your commitment, I pray that with your colleagues I will be 

with you when you pay it. 

(Sermon at the Institution of the Rev. Laura Howell—Continued from page 12) 

Spiritual Movie Group 

February 8, "Groundhog Day". Comedy about a self-centered man's rec-

ognition and repair of his life's emptiness. 

March 14, "Into Great Silence", a 2 1/2 hour documentary on life in the 

Grand Chartreuse monastery in France. This serenely beautiful, award-

winning film is mostly silent, and attempts to let the viewer enter into the 

ascetic life of the monks. 

Movies begin at 7:00 and are held at John Zukowski's house in south 

Bethlehem. Bring snacks to share.  

Call John at 610-866-4317 or email him at johnaz7@aol.com for details 

and directions. Everyone is welcome! 

And the new  
 Rector’s Warden  

is….  

 
 
 
 

Jack Vickrey 



 

 

“Cruising to Equity Campaign” at Trinity 

After much discussion about what sort of work they saw fit to do in two hours a week, the 
members of Trinity's Playgroup decided that the Cruising to Equity Campaign would be a reach-
able goal. This program is set up by the Missioner for Children in the Diocese of Bethlehem, 

The Rev. Debra Kissinger, to raise awareness about poverty while providing poor communities 
with much-needed supplies. Trinity has been distributing donations to Resurrection Lutheran 

Church, The Nurse-Family Partnership of St. Luke's, and our own Soup Kitchen guests. The 
playgroup took it one step further and contacted The Rev. Dr. LaurieAnn Yeisley-Drogin to ask 

what the immediate needs in her community were. The letter that follows is her response: 

Hello again, Ellyn! 

First of all, thank you so much for both your tangible work on behalf of our children and for the won-

derful example of caring ministry you are clearly setting for the people of Trinity and the surrounding 

neighborhood. It was a joy and a blessing on this snowy day to hear your enthusiasm and willingness 

to learn still more about how God is leading you to serve His children. 

As I shared with you, less than half of all students of color in the Boston Public Schools are achieving 

a high school diploma at this point. Among those who "make it" to their senior year, 31% of black 

students and 28% of Latino students are failing. Because the strongest voice for people of color in 

Boston (and in many large cities) is the church, “Boston's Promise” was born nearly a year ago and I 

am privileged to chair the organization. Boston’s Promise is the faith community organized to elimi-

nate the achievement gap in our 

schools. We believe that sub-

standard education and the pre-

vailing culture of mediocrity are 

monumental barriers to social 

justice and economic equality. 

Boston’s promise is that all chil-

dren can achieve excellence. 

To think that being a parent is 

keeping many dedicated stu-

dents from attending even alter-

native programs is troublesome. 

I cannot imagine a population 

who needs to succeed more than 

young parents who bear the re-

sponsibility for a new genera-

tion! And so Resurrection, as 

part of our participation in Bos-

ton's Promise, has adopted the 

Boston Day and Evening Acad-

emy. Their school website is:  

http://www.bacademy.org/ Par-

enting books will really be help-

ful. Thank you.   

Please pray that our funding 

comes through to hire an admin-

istrator for Boston's Promise who 

can coordinate the programs 

taking place in churches and 

mosques in our area and who 

can seek additional resources for 

(Continued on page 15) 
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CURRENTLY COLLECTING 
(through March 21, 2008) 

 

A Moral Start —Millions of children live in substandard 
housing or are homeless with parents who 
struggle to know how to parent.  

Books to distribute to parents and children 
that promote positive values and teach  

parenting skills. 
 



 

 

us. Without funding, we al-

ready claim some suc-

cesses! There are now talks 

to develop a pilot school for 

"at risk" students in our 

area. There is scholarship 

money being made available 

for students who wish to 

attend a traditionally black 

college. Programs are pop-

ping up all over the place - I 

can't keep track (and my 

priority must be Resurrec-

tion - not enough hours in a 

day!)  

Because of your promised 

assistance with books, we at 

Resurrection will plan to 

have a summer reading pro-

gram for our children. Start-

ing with their very own 

books (thank you in ad-

vance), we can then take 

them and teach them that 

the library is more than 

computers (and is, in fact, 

for them). 

God bless you, Ellyn, and all 

the good people of Trinity. 

You all really do make a dif-

ference for us every day! 

Love to all, 

Pastor LaurieAnn 

(Cruising to Equity—Continued from page 14) 
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Diocesan Youth Events 
 

Christophany in the Springtime: New Hope in Christ 
a spiritual adventure exploring need and gratitude  

 Who:  DioBeth Youth & Friends, Grades 6-12  
 Dates & Location: April 25-27 @ Spruce Lake Retreat Center, Canadensis, PA  
 Register: Application Form/Schedule available at lifeistasty.com 
 Deadline:  February 22, 2008 (return forms to Ellyn Siftar) 
 Cost: $100/youth, $50/adult leaders  

The Jr. High Mission Trip for 6-8 graders  
 Location:  host church - St. Paul's, Montrose, PA 
  work @ Old Mill Colonial Museum and Village,  
   New Milford, PA; 
  Salt Springs Park, near Montrose, PA; 
  and white-water rafting on the Delaware River from  
   Barryville, NY  
 Register: Application Form/Schedule available at lifeistasty.com 
 Deadline:  February 22, 2008 (return forms to Ellyn Siftar) 
 Cost:  $110 for youth, $55 for adult leaders.  

The National Episcopal Youth Event for 9-12 graders 
A celebration of the Episcopal church created to inspire a deeper faith in Jesus 

Christ and a renewed commitment to mission and ministry. 
 Dates & Location: July 8 - 13, 2008 in San Antonio, Texas 
 Register: Register through your parish for the Diocesan Training Day 

on March 1 @ St. Stephen's Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre 
for a workshop about E.Y.E. and other national and regional 
Episcopal youth events.  

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

At this year's annual meeting I was honored to be nominated and 
elected to the Vestry. My acceptance of the nomination perhaps 
came too quickly.  

Upon further consideration of the time and work involved in being 
a Vestry member, I have made the decision not to serve this year. 
It is no small commitment and it would be best for myself and my 
family if I pursued my interests in serving the Vestry in the future. 
Thank you again for your support and understanding. 

—Andrew McIntosh 

A note from Mo. Laura 

I am grateful to Andrew for his willingness to stand for Vestry. 

And while I am disappointed because I think he would make a fine Vestry 
member, I am even more grateful for his very ethical action in declining, 
when he considered the time that would be required. The Vestry is legally 
Trinity's governing body, as well as our parish leaders, and membership 
requires a significant commitment of time and attention. Because of that, 
although the Nominating Committee spoke with more than 15 people, 
only the 4 they initially presented felt able to make that commitment. We 
all hope that Andrew will allow his name to go forward again in the fu-
ture, when he has more availability! 

 Peace,  
 Laura+ 

Annual Meeting  
Election Results 

New Vestry Members 
• Siobhan Ardizzone 
• Jenniver Bradley 
• Marcie Lightwood 
• Katherine Simmons 
Diocesan Convention Delegate 
• Sandy Mesics 
Diocesan Convention Alternates 
• Bob Mickus 
• Ann Mickus 
• Dixie White 
Centennial Fund Recipient 
• The Nurse-Family Partnership of 

St. Luke’s Hospital 
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RESOLUTIONS OF COURTESY 
For the year 2007 

Presented at 
The Annual Meeting 

January 27, 2008 

WHEREAS, this is the day that the members of Trinity Parish meet in unity at the annual meeting to celebrate the successes of the past year, be it 
resolved that we as a parish show our APPRECIATION of the dedication to Trinity of the following persons: 

WHEREAS, the staff and clergy have served us as spiritual leaders with unlimited energy and dedication in all their work and ministries, be it wor-
ship, counseling, teaching, youth ministries, the health ministry, the soup kitchen, preaching, maintenance and secretarial support, they have pro-
moted the vision of Christ’s love both within our parish and the community at large, let us give thanks for the many blessings we have because of 
their presence among us; 

WHEREAS, all Assisting Clergy and guest speakers have gone above and beyond their call and have served us faithfully and been an inspiration to 
us all; 

WHEREAS, the congregation thanks Father Dick Ditterline, Trinity’s son, for accepting Trinity’s call in becoming our Interim Priest until a new 
rector was found; 

WHEREAS, the congregation thanks Bishop Paul and all of the many folks who assisted in Mother Laura’s institution as Trinity’s Rector; 

WHEREAS, we give thanks always for the faithful ministry of music offered by the members of our ever-faithful choir; 

WHEREAS, many individuals have dedicated themselves to the musical life of this parish, including our Interim and Supply Organists, Joyce 
Meinke who stepped in as our substitute organist without a moment’s hesitation, and for providing wonderful music for our parish during the 
Christmas services, and Peter and Wendy Lega, have shown great dedication to the younger musicians and the parish as Children’s Choir Directors, 
let them realize they have been a blessing. 

WHEREAS, the currently retiring Vestry members, George Hurchalla, Rector’s Warden, Ed Schatkowski, and Mary Ann Swiatek have served this 
parish faithfully, let them be remembered. 

WHEREAS, Gaby Whittier, Sister Patricia Michael, and Mother Laura have given extraordinary time and energy to guide the Prayer Beaders 
group, we thank them for their tireless work, and those who volunteer in the prayer bead ministry, and for providing helping prayers for many all 
over the world. 

The Congregation further gives its sincere thanks to the following members who have contributed to the life of the parish: 

To all members of Trinity for their faithfulness to this Parish and for making it a warm and welcoming community. 

For Gaby Whittier and Connie Derr serving so ably as Trinity’s Associate for Administration, and Bookkeeper. 

For Dennis Perkins as Sexton to our Parish, helping to maintain our building and grounds. 

For members of the Worship Committee, who work diligently behind the scenes to coordinate services throughout the year. 

For all Vestry members, especially Sara Klingner, the Vestry Warden, for their ceaseless energy and caring for this congregation upon the resigna-
tion of our rector. 

For Donna and Bob Lawrence, for scheduling Ushers, Chalice bearers, readers, crucifers and acolytes, and to Donna for organizing coffee hour. 

For all Nursery volunteers. 

For all members of the Stewardship Committee and the Consecration Sunday Committee, for helping people to understand the importance of recog-
nizing all forms of stewardship in their lives. 

For all who volunteer at the Soup Kitchen, who cook, serve and clean up, and for Deacon Liz, their organizer and cheer leader. 

For Bob Romeril’s leadership on Building and Grounds and his perseverance in all he does for Trinity. 

For all on the Buildings and Grounds Committee who paint, plant, replace, repair and re-build. 

For Peter Lega and the volunteers who have helped install the new security system. 

For Karen Ernst, volunteer “Treasurer for Life”. 

For all of the counters who put in ‘countless’ hours 

For all parishioners who research and submit articles for the monthly Newsletter, for those who submit on behalf of their committees and those who 
have contributed to the Saints series.  And for all who volunteer and help with the folding, sealing and mailing of the Newsletter. 

For Jeanne Deets, Jean Hurchalla and Carol Vickrey for organizing the music library. 

For all Designer Soup-a-Thon cooks extraordinaire and everyone who supported this fundraising event. 

For all who coordinated and acted as car shepherds for the Musikfest Parking fundraiser and for all of the volunteers who helped make it a success. 

For all volunteers of the Pastoral Care Committee, all who deliver flowers each week, and those who write to our college students and military per-
sonnel. 

For our now-retired Freddie Washco, for calling parishioners weekly and scheduling the flower deliveries to our sick and shut-in parishioners. 

For Gloria Tarby with the assistance of Ken, for accepting the call to organize flower deliveries weekly to our sick and shut-in parishioners. 
 

(Continued on page 17) 
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PANCAKE SUPPER 

Tuesday, February 5th 

5:00—6:30 p.m.  

Volunteers needed to set up at 4:30 p.m. and to 
clean-up.  

(Contact Jen Bradley: emailjen@msn.com or 610-694-9805) 

Shrove Tuesday gets its name from the ritual of shriving, 

when the faithful confessed their sins to the local priest and 

received forgiveness before the Lenten season began. 

As far back as 1000 AD, "to shrive" meant to hear confes-
sions. (Trivia note: the term survives today in the expression 

"short shrift" or giving little attention to anyone's explanations 

or excuses.) 

Historically, Shrove Tuesday also marked the beginning of the 
40-day Lenten fasting period when the faithful were forbidden 

by the church to consume meat, butter, eggs or milk. How-
ever, if a family had a store of these foods they all would go 

bad by the time the fast ended on Easter Sunday. What to do? 

Solution: use up the milk, butter and eggs no later than 
Shrove Tuesday. And so, with the addition of a little flour, the 

solution quickly presented itself in... pancakes. And lots of 

'em. 

Today, the Shrove Tuesday pancake tradition lives on 
throughout Western Europe, the United States, Canada and 

Australia, but is most associated with the UK where it is sim-
ply known as Pancake Day with a traditional recipe, although 

these can be as varied in the UK as there are British house-

holds. 

In France, (as well as here in the US - or more famously - in 
New Orleans) it's known as Fat Tuesday which kicks off the 

Mardi Gras festival with wild celebrations just before the aus-

tere Lenten season. 

In Sweden, Fat Tuesday translates to Fettisdagen, and in 
Lithuania it's Uzgavens. In Poland, traditional celebrations 

take place on a Thursday a week before Ash Wednesday and 

so it's Tlusty Czwartek, or Fat Thursday. 

For "The Trinity Church Mouse", who sends 
cards to everyone on their birthdays and 
anniversaries. 

For Marius Bressoud for being a lively and 
knowledgeable introduction to Trinity for 
new members. 

For the Evangelism Committee for recogniz-
ing the importance of sharing the good news 
that is Trinity. 

For Ellyn Siftar and all of the Godly Play 
Facilitators for giving so generously to the 
children and youth of the parish. 

For Trinity youth and adults who went out to 
the Gulf Coast, Suzanne Boundy, Joanna 
Majczan, Sophie Newman, Vanessa Segaline 
and Sarah Tax. 

For Crop Walk walkers and Steve Filko, 
coordinator, and for those who participated 
in Walk a Mile In Their Shoes--the Diocesan 
Walk-a-Thon in April. 

For the Baltimore Consort for bringing their 
unique music to our sanctuary. 

For Trinity members who contribute to the 
many requests for school supplies, pet food, 
Christmas gifts, Thanksgiving turkeys, 
Christmas and Easter hams. 

For John Zukowski for running the new 
spiritual movie group. 

For those involved in Contemplative Com-
munities. 

For Tom Ardizzone for teaching Tai Chi on 
Saturdays. 

For the legions who presented fine recep-
tions and promoted all kinds of fellowship 
throughout 2007. 

For all the Trinity folks who volunteer and 
organize parish luncheons and after Church 
coffee hours. 

For Barbara Subber, Chair of the Altar Guild 
and all who assist her, including the 
Wednesday morning group. 

For all who donated and arranged altar flow-
ers and seasonal decorations, and especially 
Jack and Lynn Norman, who chair the Deco-
rating Committee. 

For Roger Walter, Parish Archivist, for 
documenting the life and history of the par-
ish. 

For all who speak at Adult Forum and who 
offer adult education classes, enriching the 
intellectual and spiritual life of the congrega-
tion. 

For the Quilters group who make beautiful 
original quilts for needy children, and also 
for the knitters who knit caps and booties for 

(Resolutions of Courtesy—Continued from page 16) 

(Continued on page 19) 
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Weekly Schedule 
Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Wednesdays 
 9:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing    

Thursdays 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice (Confirmation recommended) 
 

Saturdays 
 10:00 am Tai Chi (Chapel) 
 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon  
 
For Yoga schedule, please contact Mary Rosenberger. 

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 9:15 am Child Care, Sunday School & Adult Forum 
 9:45 am Choir Practice 
 10:30 am Holy Eucharist  
 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon Soup Kitchen 
 4:30 pm Evening Prayer (Church) (during Lent) 
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
 

February 2008 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
9:30 am– Parent-
child Playgroup—

Sunday School Wing 

2 
11:00 am– Ordina-
tion of Hillary 
Dowling Raining to 
Deaconate—

Cathedral 

3 
5:00 pm– Taize—

Chapel 

4 
6:00 pm– Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Commu-

nity—Chapel 

7:30 pm– Worship 

Committee—Library 

5 
5:00 pm– Pancake 

Supper—Parish Hall 

6:30 pm– Daugh-
ters of the King—

Library 

6 
7:30 am– A Spiri-
tual Journey in Re-
covery—Fellowship 

Hall 

7:30 am, 9:30 am, 
Noon, 7:30 pm—
Liturgy of Ash 

Wednesday 

7 8 
9:30 am– Parent-
child Playgroup—

Sunday School Wing 

6:00 pm—Vestry 
Retreat—Klingner 

home 

7:00 pm– Spiritual 
Movie Night—

Zukowski home 

9 
9:00 am—Vestry 

Retreat—Library 

10 
11:30 am– Out-
reach Committee—

Parish Hall 

12:00 pm– Com-
mittee for Children 

and Youth—Library 

11 
7:30 pm– Vestry 

Meeting—Library 

12 13 14 15 16 
 

17 
5:00 pm– Taize—

Chapel 

18 
6:00 pm– Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Commu-

nity—Chapel 

19 
 

20 
7:30 am– A Spiri-
tual Journey in Re-
covery—Fellowship 

Hall 

6:00 pm—Class: 
The Divine Poems of 
John Donne—Parish 

Hall 

21 22 
9:30 am– Parent-
child Playgroup—

Sunday School Wing 

23 
12:00 pm—Animal 
Shot Clinic—

Fellowship Hall 

24 
 

25 26 27 
6:00 pm—Class: 
The Divine Poems of 
John Donne—Parish 

Hall 

28 29 
9:30 am– Parent-
child Playgroup—

Sunday School Wing 

 

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that 
use our facilities.  Please check availability with the office before scheduling a 
meeting. 
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babies, and caps for adults under-
going chemo therapy. 

For Father Cliff for writing 
Prayers of the People faithfully 
each week. 

For Bob Lukens and Marius Bres-
soud for leading Morning Prayer 
in the Chapel Monday through 
Friday each week. 

For the Daughters of the King for 
all of their good work, their 
prayers, and their role in fellow-
ship and making newcomers feel 
welcome at Trinity. 

For the volunteers who run the 
Family Support Program. 

For all Taize participants and 
musicians. 

For the Lehigh Valley Labyrinth 
Project who sponsored a laby-
rinth-walk during First Night 
Bethlehem. 

For Vanessa and Margy Segaline 
for running the Animal Food 
Bank and Clinics to help people 
in need care for their animal com-
panions. 

For all who have volunteered to 
participate on the Search Com-
mittee in our quest for a new 
rector. 

And thanks to those many Chris-
tians from Trinity who minister 
during the services as ushers, 
readers, intercessors, torch bear-
ers, crucifers and chalicers, who 
carry flowers to shut-ins, visit the 
sick, comfort the grieving, tend to 
the suffering, witness about injus-
tice, visit prisoners, work to better 
the larger community, and toil in 
many ways, some unnoticed but 
all appreciated, who share of their 
time, talent and treasure in count-
less ways both here at church and 
in the larger world. 

For the Outreach Committee, who 
have always been there to lend a 
‘hand up’ to those in need, lo-
cally, nationally, and internation-
ally. 

THEREFORE, be it resolved that 
we give thanks to God for the 
many blessings all these people 
bring to Trinity Church and to 
those around them. 

--Respectfully submitted  
on behalf of Trinity by  

Shelly Smith and  
Suzanne Boundy 

(Resolutions of Countesy— 
 Continued from page 17) 
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http://www.trinitybeth.org/newsletters/february2008.pdf 

If you would prefer to have future newsletters emailed to you rather than a 

paper copy via US Mail, send an email to gaby@trinitybeth.org asking to be 

placed on the Newsletter email distribution list. 

March Newsletter Deadline: 
Wednesday, February 20, 2008 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the edi-

tor at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. 

All submissions must be identified by the author with contact information 

(email or telephone number). 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and Soul    

    
 

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
 

phone   610-867-4741    

(emergency  610-217-4837) 
 

web site   www.trinitybeth.org     

email   info@trinitybeth.org 
 

office hours   9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments  until 4   

CLERGY 
The Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator    

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon A. Malcolm MacMillan,  

 Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  

 Assisting Priest 
 

 STAFF  
Karen Ernst-Reiner,  Treasurer       

Director of Music—Open       

Peter & Wendy Lega, Directors of Children’s 

 Choir 

Ellyn Siftar, Director of Youth Ministries 

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

Shelly Smith, Clerk of the Vestry 

Connie Derr, Bookkeeper 

Dennis Perkins, Sexton    

Ministers:  All baptized members. 
 

VESTRY  
Sara Klingner (Vestry Warden)   

Siobhan Ardizzone  
Suzanne Boundy  

Jennifer Bradley  
Robert Deets 

Wendy Lega 

Marcie Lightwood 

Ken Magee   

Katherine Simmons  
Jack Vickrey 

Gabriele Whittier 
   

How to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a member————    
You are very welcome to attend worship 

services, member or not.  If you would 

like to become part of the parish, it is 

easy.  Just give your name, address, 

phone number (and email address, if 

you have one) to a priest or usher, or 

leave it in the parish office.  Part of being 

an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure.  We hope you will 

attend our special programs and join our 

other activities.  There are so many op-

portunities to become a working mem-

ber – by helping with worship services, or 

serving on a committee or outreach 

group. 


