
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

A number of you have asked me to print the reflection I gave from 
the pulpit on my first day as rector. Here it is in a slightly modified 

version. 

Since you have asked me about the search process and my place in 
it, I decided to give you a glimpse into my own discernment proc-
ess. I hope this will let you get to know me a bit better and will 
help you appreciate how very seriously I take the call to be your 

rector. 

First, some technical information. Some denominations prevent 
clergy already in a parish from becoming rector or senior pastor—
whatever that position is called. The Episcopal Church does not 
have that rule. There is a rule, though, that no interim can become 
rector. Indeed, an interim is usually required to leave the parish 
following the conclusion of a search. Since Fr. Dick is resident in 
the Diocese of Pennsylvania, he was willing to come out of retire-
ment to be our interim. But he will continue to be with us in the fu-

ture, in those rare times when he is not doing supply elsewhere. 

Now, about me. I was perfectly happy as your associate priest. I 
always said that I did not have any desire to be a rector. I told the 
bishop that several times over the years. Some of you have heard 
me say that. But two years ago—even before Fr. Nick’s departure—
my spiritual director told me that she thought I would be the next 
rector. You cannot imagine how I pooh-poohed that idea. I laughed 
and laughed--it seemed even more ridiculous than something the 

Diocesan Foole might say. 

When Fr. Nick announced that he had accepted the position of 
Dean of Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix, a number of you—including 
people that I really trust and admire—asked me to consider apply-
ing. That unsettled me, so I consulted with some colleagues. One 
of them reminded me of the ancient tradition that the Voice of God 
could be heard through the Voice of God’s People. She encouraged 
me to listen to what you were saying and to hold that in prayer. 
Which was not the answer I was looking for. ESPECIALLY since it 
reminded me of how I got into the ministry in the first place: I was 

called, led, nagged and badgered into it by my church community. 

But I continued to cling to the idea that I was happy as I was, and 
was doing good work as the associate. Did you ever notice how 
subtly persistent the Holy Spirit is? As the months went on, I began 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Blessed Lord, who caused all holy 
Scriptures to be written for our learning: 
Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest them, that we 
may embrace and ever hold fast the 
blessed hope of everlasting life, which 
you have given us in our Lord Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

Celebration of Saints  

Almighty God, you have knit together 
your elect in one communion and 
fellowship in the mystical body of your 
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so 
to follow your blessed saints in all 
virtuous and godly living, that we may 
come to those ineffable joys that you 
have prepared for those who truly 
love you; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, in glory 
everlasting. Amen.  

1 Nicholas Ferrar, Deacon, 1637 
4 John of Damascus, Priest, c.760 
5 Clement of Alexandria, Priest, c210 
6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.342 
7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, c.397 
21 St. Thomas the Apostle 
25 The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
26 St. Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 
27 St. John, Apostle and Evangelist 
28 The Holy Innocents 
29 Thomas Becket, 1170 

December 2 
First Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 2:1-5 
Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

Psalm 122 
 

December 9 
Second Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 

 

December 16 
Third Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 35:1-10 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 
Psalm 146:4-9 

 

December 23 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Isaiah 7:10-17 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 
Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 

 
 

December 30 
First Sunday after Christmas 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3  
Galatians 3:23-25;4:4-7  

John 1:1-18  
Psalm 147 or 147:13-21 

Trinity is a praying church.  We love to pray for 

people...and we keep on praying for them.  But 

sometimes, people get "parked" on the parish 

prayer list.  The policy is to put people on the 

Prayers of the People list and to read their names for two 

weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.  They will 

also be put on the prayer list in the Bulletin.  We keep them on 

the Bulletin list for two months, UNLESS you ask us to keep 

them on.  We are very happy to keep people on either or both 

lists, but please do tell us.  Call the office or give a note to one 

of the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 

Here are the names of 
Trinity people who have 
health problems or per-
sonal problems and who 
wish to be remembered 
in our prayers. If you or a 
loved one has health 
problems or other prob-
lems, and if you would 
like the prayerful help of 
Trinity friends, you are 
invited to add your name 
to the list. Please contact 
the office, 610-867-4741. 

The Prayer List 

Al Barr 
Bud Barr 
Lynn Barrett 
Marjorie Miller Ber-

gey 

Beth Birli 
Cassie Black 
2Lt. Andrew Bowling 
Jane Breininger 
Marius Bressoud 
Kevin Butler  
Dorothy Comegys 

Maynard Ernst 
Michael Fitch 
Lois Fredericks 
2Lt. Allen Griffith 
Sally Hampson 
Ashley Jendziezyk 
Michael Jendzeizyk  

Eileen Kessler 
Mo. Debra Kissinger 
Fr. Joe Leo 
Robert Lukens 
Fr. Mac 

Louis Maiatico 
Michele Mair 
Tony Middleton 
Deacon Elizabeth Miller 
George Moore 
SSgt. Rob Norman 
Matthew Post 

2Lt Brian Powell 
Alice Poltl 
Maj. Bob Propst 
Hillary Dowling Raining 
Resurrection Lutheran 

Church 
A-1 Kenneth Roman 
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21 David Gulya 
 Leigh Schlener 
23 Ed Schatkowski 
24 Catherine Lukens 

26 Tibar Baukal 
27 Mary Ann Swiatek 
29 Cathy Walter 
 SSgt. Robert Hawkeye Norman 
30 Marjorie Buckley 
31 John Degan 
 Ethan Givey 

Sarah Magee 
 Vanessa Segaline 
 

Anniversaries 
 

  3 Pyong & Robert Lukens 
11 Sheree & Timothy Stampfel 
17 Nancy & Daniel Krauss 
20 Elizabeth & George Gee 

Birthdays    

  1 Ellyn Siftar 
  5 Patricia Talijan 
  6 Brian Ziegler 
  7 Tim Zarzecki, Jr 
  8 Tracey McArdle 
  9 John Hoffman 
12 Shelly Smith 

14 Miles Salerni 
 Stephanie Zumas 
15 Elizajane Houghton 
 Lindsay Brown 

Suzanne Irvine 
16 Elena Douvanis 
 Jody Miller 

18 Carol Bryant 
 Jean Rich 

Russell Yurchak 
19 Ned Wallace 

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane 
Romeril 

Sean Romeril 
Winnie Romeril 

1Lt. Joseph Salgado 
June Sampson 
Captain Adam Saw-

yer 
Joan Sheldrake 
Rick Sumner 
Edna Sweet 

Dennis Taylor 
Lucille A. Talijan 
Pat Talijan 
Edith Wilson 
Jeremy Wolfe  
Joleita Yurchak 

Joe 

Sunday Readings  
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The Celebration of New Ministry and Institution of 
 

The Reverend Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B. 
 

Friday, December 28, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. 

The Feast of St. Thomas Becket 
 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 

 
The Wardens, 

Vestry and Congregation 
of 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

Cordially invite you to attend 
The Celebration of Our New Ministry 

at which 
The Right Reverend Paul V. Marshall 
Bishop of the Diocese of Bethlehem 

will institute 
The Reverend Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B. 

as Rector of Trinity Episcopal Church 
 

Reception follows 

"I am ready to serve you loyally and duteously, 
in so far as I can, saving always the honor of 
God." 

--St. Thomas Becket 
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From the Stewardship Committee 

Advent is coming! 

Advent is coming! Four weeks of secret retreat and refreshment among the cultural commercial 
festival. Four weeks of quiet prayer, of hymns that have nothing to do with Santa Claus coming 
to town, but that sing instead of Jesus coming to town, often in a big and judgmental, wrap-
ping-it-all-up-in-a-big-finish-kind-of-way. Forget the drive-through light festival in the local 

park. We've got the moon running red with blood and stars falling from the sky. 

Advent is coming! With hairy, scary John the Baptist filling two full weeks with his cries of 
"hurry up!" and "turn around!" and "the Messiah's coming right quick!" It's urgent, it's impor-
tant, and it has nothing to do with getting my shopping done. It's bigger. It's cosmic. It's fan-

tastic. 

Advent is coming! And this year we get Joseph, mulling and puzzling -- not over what to get 
old Aunt Martha -- but what to give Mary, his fiancee. A quiet divorce, an annulment of their 
betrothal, or the gift of a name, a husband, a father for her child? Will he share in the gift that 
God wants to give the world, or will he turn away, caught up in the demands and dreams of the 

culture that surrounds him? 

Advent is coming! With carols and hymns you'll never hear on the local, all-Xmas, all-the-time 
radio station: "Lo, he comes with clouds descending," "Creator of the stars of night" "On Jor-
dan's bank, the Baptist's cry," "Wake, awake, for night is flying." With candles lit, one by one, 
week by week -- lights shining in the darkness. With early twilights and trees etched like black 

lace against the fading sunsets. 

Advent is the church's gift to us this holiday season, a holy, sacred, secret observance nestled 

quietly in the heart of ho-ho-ho and Santa Baby and too much angst and stress and nonsense. 

Advent is coming, and I can't wait! 

—by The Rev. Kit Carson,  
as posted on Episcopal Cafe 

to feel that the Spirit was whispering to me, “Put your application in.” By then, everything had 
gotten very busy. Fr. Dick was with us as interim, the program year was well under way. There 
was no time for listening to subversive words. But members of this congregation were as per-
sistent as the Spirit. Or else, you were acting as spokespeople for the Spirit, and more of you 
asked me. It seemed as though the Spirit’s soft whisper was getting louder. And I began pray-

ing in earnest for wisdom. 

It is my experience that even if I don’t think I want to do something, if God is calling me to it, it 
will be good for me and good for the people I am serving. I began to feel that maybe I *could* 
put my application in. I imagined that everyone would be very nice to me, but then they would 
decide to have the best of both worlds: they could bring in someone new as rector, and still 
have my skills and talents as associate. My spiritual director was the one who laughed and 

laughed at that plan. 

(from our Rector—Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Once the paperwork was done, I relaxed. “OK, Spirit, “ I said. “You’ve got what you wanted. 
Now go away and let me get back to work.” And for a few months, that was fine. I continued to 
pray that God would guide the Search Committee to choose the best possible person to lead 

the parish. And, oh, by the way, the best person for me to work with. 

But then came the terrifying day when a member of the Search team called me to say they 
would like to interview me. Can you imagine what that felt like, after I had convinced myself I 
was well and thoroughly off the hook? It wasn’t so much that the meetings were scary—
actually, it was kind of fun to sit with people and share with them my dreams for our parish. 
And each person on the committee was someone I enjoyed talking with. I did comfort myself 
by telling myself it was just a pro forma interview, because they wanted their associate priest 
to feel good. I prayed that we would all be open to hearing ideas that would move the parish 
forward in the way of Christ, no matter whose ideas they were, or who would be carrying them 

out. 

Then, a few weeks later, the Search Committee called back again for another meeting. Wow! 
Not what I expected…. I began to pray that whatever the outcome turned out to be, that it 
would delight the parish and delight me. I felt that if another person was called, that would be 
a good thing. And if I was called, that would also be a good thing. You know the end of the 

story. I *am* delighted. And humbled and awed. 

Some of you were surprised to learn that I had been chosen as your new rector. That goes to 
show you how hard the Search Committee worked to keep the process confidential. And how 

well you all did at not pressuring them with questions. 

(from our Rector—Continued from page 4) 
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A Day at the Ranch for the City Folks! 

On Saturday, Nov. 17th, Trinity's Group Involving Families celebrated our first family volunteer 
day at the Gress Mountain Ranch in Orefield. Owner, Katherine Gress and her husband care for 
29 rescued farm animals. The animals are often used for therapy with people in the commu-

nity. 

We worked hard, but I am sure that we all agree that we experienced that good type of ex-

hausted at the end of the day! 

One group of volunteers replaced old fencing while the really hard workers (ha ha) raked the 
hilly pastures. Some of the older children tended to the animals while the little guys picked up 

as many sticks as they could fit into a wheelbarrow. 

Katherine was extremely grateful for the help, and we were excited to find a place that could 

accommodate so many volunteers of varying ages. 

The ranch is in need of donations of food, money, and other items. They are also happy to re-
ceive help with care of the animals and the property. Please check their website to find out 
more. Anyone interested in donating items or time can contact the ranch directly or talk to Jen-

nifer Bradley to find out more. www.gressmountainranch.com or emailjen@msn.com 
 

TGIF will meet on Friday, Dec. 14th in the Parish Hall for a family potluck Christmas dinner at 

6:00pm. Bring your voices for a few carols and a dish to share.  All are welcome! 

For more fun and friendship in your life, add your family to the TGIF email group, and join us! 

Contact Jennifer Bradley at emailjen@msn.com for more information. 
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Victory House 

Christmas Gift List for 2007 
It’s almost Christmas again and time to remember our clients at Victory House.  For more than twenty years we 
have provided presents to those less fortunate than we.  For new parishioners a little history seems in order.  Vic-
tory House is a shelter for homeless men.  Trinity Church, along with other churches in downtown Bethlehem, 
founded this mission in 1984.  At first we just provided a place to sleep, but now our program is much more.  The 
end goal is to reinstate these men back into society as contributing members with the help of our excellent profes-
sional staff.   

Items may be brought to the church anytime after Thanksgiving and put in the box at the back of the church.  If you 

would rather make a monetary donation, you may give the money to me at the 8 o’clock service or put it in an en-
velope marked for Victory House for the collection plate. 

Items needed:  

• Wallets  ● Nail clippers  

• Irish Spring soap  ● Umbrellas  

• Sweat pants (large to 4X)  ● Boxers or briefs (large to 4X)  

• Small dictionaries  ● Diabetic hard candies  

• Pocket-size notebooks ● Letter tablets, envelopes and stamps  

• Plastic thong shower shoes for men  ● Toys for the men’s children  

   (infant through 16 years) 

 

Many of these items can be purchased at the Dollar stores, Wal-Mart, K-Mart, etc., for very little cash.  We all appre-
ciate anything you can give to make their Christmas a little happier.  If you have any questions, please call me at 
610-865-3487. 

 Thank you, 
 Sally McIntosh 
 Trinity’s representative to Victory House 
 314 Fillmore Street, 18015 

Some of you have asked if they chose me, why did they have to go through this long process? The 
job of the Search Committee was to follow the leading of the Spirit and bring to the parish the best 
person they could find. This takes time, and they needed information about what kinds of people 
were available. In addition, it took time for the Spirit and for YOU to convince me that I could be the 
choice. For a person like me, it is always more comfortable to be a power behind the throne, rather 
than ON the throne. So in taking on the position of rector, I also begin to grow in a new way. 

In truth, God always calls us—clergy and laity—to grow, inside and out. Growing takes people to 

help with cultivation, and to help tend to the ongoing needs in the parish. Until we are able to hire a 
new assistant priest to replace me, Fr. Cliff Carr has graciously agreed to help us with the work of 
the parish for 20 hours a week. 

You have given me the gift of shepherding this community for more than 8 years so far, and I look 
forward to many more joyful years with you. Today, we begin a new stage of our lives together. The 
discernment of where the Spirit is calling us will continue, and you will be hearing much more about 
that in the months to come. 

People like to say that God never asks us to do a job, without giving us the resources to do it.  
There is no doubt in my mind, that all of YOU are the resources that will allow me to do the job of 
being your rector. 

Yours in joyful expectation as we journey into Advent together, 

—Laura+ 

(from our Rector—Continued from page 5) 
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Thomas Becket (Thomas of Canterbury, Thomas à Becket), 1118-1170 

Archbishop and Martyr. Feast day - December 29 

The occasion of St. Thomas Becket’s feast 
day asks us to consider, among many 
things, contexts and timelessness. Through 
his association with Canterbury, home of 
the ‘mother church’ of the Anglican Com-
munion, Becket calls to mind the continu-
ing legacy of vibrant, conscientious, con-
frontational church leaders from Augustine 
to our age. As his feast day falls as part of 
the string of significant holy days at the 
end of December, beginning with Christmas 
Day and continuing with the feast days of 
St. Stephen, the prototype of martyrs; St. 
John, the Evangelist and Apostle; and the 
Holy Innocents, Becket also reminds us to 
reflect on our commitment as we begin a 

new church year. 

Becket is an interesting and controversial 
figure. His ‘troubling’ allegiance challenged 
leaders in his day just as it challenges our 
commitment now. He was born in London 
to a family of some means and was edu-
cated in London, Paris, and Bologna, three 
of the leading European centers of learning 
in his day. In the 1150’s, Becket’s intelli-
gence, dedication, and effectiveness 
brought him to the attention of Theobald, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and Becket’s 
‘career’ took off. Ordained, he nonetheless 
chose to navigate, at least initially, a less 
spiritual path to power, becoming Chancel-

lor of England—notably in an era when heated and intense controversy swirled, often with dire 
and deadly effect, around the issue of who should wield ultimate authority in matters of the 
Church: the State or the Church. In the midst of this contentiousness, Becket’s sincere de-
meanor, natural gifts, and political savvy earned him the friendship of many, including King 

Henry II of England and his court. 

As a result, after Theobald’s death, Becket became Archbishop of Canterbury in 1162. It ap-
pears that Henry presumed that his personal friendship with Becket would perhaps sway the 
new Archbishop to the King’s point of view in controversial matters of church polity. Contrary to 
Henry’s expectations, however, Becket applied himself sincerely to his duties as Archbishop, 
and, unfortunately for Henry, did so with the same enthusiasm and sometimes belligerent de-
votion he had manifested in his position as Chancellor. The Victorian writer, Lord Tennyson, 

was later to dramatize Becket’s ‘conversion’: 

I served our Theobald well when I was with him: 
I served King Henry well as Chancellor: 

I am his no more, and I must serve the Church. (Becket, Act I, Scene 1) 

(Continued on page 8) 



 

Becket’s devotion to his archiepiscopal calling was so single-
minded that a long and bitter struggle with Henry ensued. 
Becket, resolute in his stance, took refuge in France for 
awhile, appealing to the Pope for mediation. It was not until 
1170, and then apparently in word only, that reconciliation 
between Henry and Becket was effected and that Becket 
was able to return to Canterbury. As neither figure had, in 
fact, modified his position in the controversies, the tensions 
continued to simmer, soon reaching an explosive boiling 
point in the famous (if perhaps anecdotal) moment on De-
cember 29, 1170 when Henry, at a gathering of his knights 
and noblemen, reportedly exclaimed, “Will no one rid me of 
this troublesome priest?” Spurred on by Henry’s challenge 
to their lack of bravery and loyalty, four knights and a group 
of their followers soon thereafter proceeded to the Cathe-
dral, where they confronted the unyielding Archbishop and, 
after a fierce exchange of words with him, drew their swords 
and, according to eyewitness reports, gruesomely slaugh-
tered Becket in the sanctuary. News of these shocking 
events spread rapidly, and Henry, rightly or wrongly, was 
saddled with the blame. Sympathy grew for the slain 
Archbishop, and many miracles were soon associated with the site of his martyrdom. After the 
short span of only three years, Becket was canonized (a canonization recognized to this day by 
both the Anglican and Catholic Churches). The saint’s appeal continued to grow throughout the 
Middle Ages, making Canterbury one of the most popular pilgrimage sites in England (witness, 

for example, the context for Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales). 

Significantly, even after the medieval period and even for us today, the controversies and ten-
sions manifested individually and symbolically in the confrontation between Henry and Becket, 
while perhaps sometimes appearing less dire now, have never fully resolved themselves. For 
example, traditions (perhaps apocryphal) from the 16th century hold that Henry VIII desecrated 
and obliterated the shrine of Becket in Canterbury Cathedral, purportedly in revenge for 
Becket’s ‘outrages’ against the King’s earlier royal namesake.  And in our day the battle lines, 
while perhaps blurred and shifted, still demand that we clarify our stances and dedicate our-
selves to our understanding of the call of the Gospel, versus the dictates of misplaced priorities. 
Becket - principled, devoted, savvy, and learned - understood the significance not only of strat-
egy, but also of both gesture and substance. He saw his ultimate fate to be a result of his 
stance and allegiance in the question of ‘God vs. Caesar.’ At his martyrdom, Becket is reported 
to have said, in a failing voice, 'For the name of Jesus and the protection of the Church, I am 

ready to embrace death.' 

As we draw near to the date on which we will celebrate both St. Thomas Becket’s feast day and 
Mother Laura’s official Institution as Rector of Trinity, it bears considering that Becket is Mother 
Laura’s ‘personal’ patron saint. Let us not only welcome, but also strive to understand and re-
spond to Becket’s challenge to us and let us pray for and support our new Rector as she is 
guided by the Spirit and by ‘her’ saint. May we all prove/strive/grow to be ‘troublesome’ to the 
“Caesars,” both powerful and petty, both internal and external, as they make demands on our 

allegiance. 
—John Black 

20 November 2007 

(Becket—Continued from page 7) 
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From the  

Soup 
Kitchen 
Deacon Liz is looking for 
Christmas cookies and pre-
sents for children, preferably 
wrapped and somehow la-
beled with a removable tag 
saying appropriate  age of 
child and boy or girl or ei-
ther.    No stuffed animals, 
please.  Donations of money 
for buying toys for the soup 
kitchen children are grate-
fully accepted.  Liz can then 
go and purchase gifts that 
will suit a specific child's 
 interests or wishes  that she 
and Santa know about!!  
Boneless hams are the fea-
ture needed for the soup 
kitchen Christmas Day 
meal.  Merry Christmas and 
Thank-you everyone!!!!   
P.S. Blessings and Thanks to 
those of you who donated to 

the Thanksgiving dinner! 
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CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

If you would like to remember or give thanks for a loved one by contributing to-
ward the Christmas poinsettias that decorate the church, please complete this 
form. The form should be sent along with a donation of your choice and the 
names of those you wish to remember or give thanks for.  Please return forms to 

the church no later than Friday, December 14, or you may place them in the offering plate on 

Sunday. 

The names will appear in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day service bulletins. Volunteers 

will deliver the plants to the sick and shut-in members of the parish after Christmas. 

(PLEASE PRINT) 

Your Name _________________________________________________________________  

Amount of Donation __________________________________________________________  

In Memory of _______________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

In Thanksgiving for___________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

Christmas Week Worship Services 
 

Sunday, December 23, 2007 
8:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist & Sermon – Church 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Eucharist, Sermon & Choir – Church 
 

Monday through Friday      
9:00 a.m.  Morning Prayer – Chapel 

 

Monday, December 24, 2007 
Christmas Eve 

5:30 p.m.   Children’s Pageant, Holy Eucharist– Church 
10:30 p.m.   Choral Presentation, Holy Eucharist– Church 

 

Tuesday, December 25, 2007 
Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m.   Holy Eucharist, Rite 1– Church 
 

Wednesday, December 26, 2007 
Feast of Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr 

9:30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist/Healing Service – Chapel 
 

Friday, December 28, 2007 
7:00 p.m.  Celebration of New Ministry 

 

Saturday, December 29, 2007 
5:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist & Sermon - Chapel 

 

Sunday, December 30, 2007 
9:30 a.m.   Lessons and Carols, Holy Eucharist & Sermon  
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From the  
Director of Christian Education 

 

Holiday Traditions 
 

tradition: 1 a: an inherited, established, or customary pattern of thought, action, or behavior (as a reli-
gious practice or a social custom) b: a belief or story or a body of beliefs or stories relating to 
the past that are commonly accepted as historical though not verifiable. 2: the handing down 
of information, beliefs, and customs by word of mouth or by example from one generation to 
another without written instruction. 3: cultural continuity in social attitudes, customs, and in-
stitutions. 4: characteristic manner, method, or style <in the best liberal tradition> 

 

How beautiful to be sitting here in my office with the snow swirling outside of my window and 
it's not even Thanksgiving. Every year about this time, I begin to question whether the holi-
day traditions that I hold near and dear to my heart are in keeping with what I am practicing. 
Father Dick’s last sermon moved me to reflect on past holidays and whether they are indeed 
a visible and outward sign of an inward commitment to living a life in Christ. To begin this 
process, I spent several afternoon walks with baby Katherine in the stroller listening to my 
thoughts (at least I’m not talking to myself, right?). I didn't come up with any answers, just 
more questions! 
 

Here they are: 
 

1.  What are the traditions of my family, close friends and Community? 
 

2.  What is in keeping with the true meaning of Christmas? 
 

3.  What sort of a legacy do I want to leave for my children, grandchildren, etc.? 
 

4.  What brings me joy and peace? 
 

I found answers to my questions, some through prayer and meditation, but others from surf-
ing the web. I enjoy being with family that I don't see everyday. I like the way the candles 
glimmer from behind every window pane. I enjoy the quiet moments at the end of the day 
when the tree is lit. I even relish shopping last minute amidst the throngs of other sorry folk! 
The path that I take every year before entering the holidays has changed in time, but I feel 
the need to take stock and be in contact with God about who I am in the midst of Advent, 21st 
century-style. I'd love to hear from all of you about your holiday traditions! 

 

Check out these websites for alternatives to the usual holiday fare: 
 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/cpt/2000/006/4.58.html 
http://www.buynothingchristmas.org/ 

 

Even more than the cyberspace commentaries, come and celebrate in a new way with your 
fellow Trinitarians at the following holiday events: 

 

Caroling and cookies on Dec 21st at 6pm 
Children’s pageant and service on Christmas Eve at 5:30 

Children’s Labyrinth on New Year’s Eve at 5pm! 
 

—Ellyn Siftar 
Director of Youth Ministries 



 

The Animal Food Bank Update 

The Animal Food Bank of Trinity sponsored the quarterly community ani-
mal shot clinic on September 29th with an incredible increase in partici-
pants. Due to this increase, we will be increasing the length of future 
clinics an additional hour. The next shot clinic is scheduled for Saturday, 

December 1st, from 12pm - 5 pm in Fellowship Hall. 

On October 7th, members of Trinity and their pets, along with some visi-
tors from the community, joined on the front lawn for The Blessing of the 
Animals. All were moved by both the service and the music. Treats were enjoyed by every-

one. 

Later in December, Animal Food Bank volunteers will be assembling the Christmas stockings 
for the pets who are registered for the 
month. They will be distributed at 
the Trinity Soup Kitchen Christmas Party. 
We will also send stockings to the Senior 

Apartment building on Market Street. 

Our wish list is for donations of dog and 
cat treats, as well as cat toys. We are 
fortunate to have enough dog toys to fill 
stockings. The regular Animal Food Bank 
has enough dog food for two more 
months thanks to a very generous contri-
bution from The Store at Moyer & Sons in 
Souderton, PA, but we are in great need 

of dry or canned cat food. 

Thank you and Merry Christmas from all 
of the animals and their families to all 

the supporters, donors and volunteers. 

—Margie and Vanessa Segaline 
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CURRENTLY COLLECTING 
(through January 6, 2008) 

 

A Fair Start —The Department of Agriculture 
reports that nearly 13 million 
children live in families who are 
not getting enough to eat. Others 
live in homes with no heat.  

Non-perishable food items 
Warm clothes 

Hats 
Mittens 

 

 
 
 
 

PASTORAL 
CARE  

OPPORTUNITY 
 

The Pastoral Care Committee is looking 
for people to stay in touch with our col-
lege students and military personnel by 
sending a card or writing a note once in a 

while. 

If this is something you feel you would 
like to do, please contact Lynn Tax at 

610-481-9256 or lynn.tax@gmail.com. 



 

News from St Constance and her Companions: 
Constance and her companions is the name of the chapter of The Daughters of the 
King here at Trinity. Our main function is to pray for the Unity in Christ’s church 
and for the spread of His kingdom through evangelism. We also pray daily for indi-

viduals who are ill or in distress or in danger or any other situation that one may 
feel needs prayer. 

We meet once a month and review our prayer list and add to it when appropriate. We are also answer-
able to Mother Laura if there is a certain function she would like us to perform. 

One of the projects we are presently involved in is the construction of our chapter’s banner. It will in-

clude some aspect of Constance who was an Anglican nun helping in Memphis, Tennessee, during a yel-
low fever epidemic in 1878. Unfortunately, she became a victim of the disease and died shortly after the 
epidemic started. Our chapter chose Constance as our name. The order of the DOK was founded in the 
Episcopal Church in 1885 by Margaret J. Franklin, who envisioned the mission of the order to be the ex-

tension of Christ’s Kingdom through prayer, service and evangelism. 

As to how we know for whom to pray—there is a “prayer box” in the rear of the church. It is on the wall 
next to the door that leads to the hallway. There are cards available and anyone can ask for prayer by 
placing the card in the prayer box. One of the Daughters will pick them up and pass on the word for 

prayer to the other Daughters—or one of the Daughters may be contacted by email or phone. We keep 
in touch via email and we add the new names as they are received. 

If there are any questions, you may call on one of the Daughters. We can be identified by the silver 
cross we wear either as a pin or pendant. 
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The month of December promises to be an exciting month for Trinity's music lovers. 

The first Sunday of Advent will continue Trinity's exciting tradition of Advent and Christmas music. Ad-

vent Sunday, December 2nd is St. Andrew's Day and we will celebrate with bagpipes and a festive coffee 
hour.  

On Friday the 21st, at 6:00, there will be an intergenerational carol sing throughout the neighborhood, 
sponsored by Fellowship, with cookies and hot chocolate provided. Please see Ellyn if you would like to 

participate.  

On December 22nd, at 7:00 pm, the Baltimore Consort will treat all to their wonderful repertoire includ-
ing some Christmas music. A Yuletide reception will follow.  

Christmas Eve: there will be a children's service with the Christmas Pageant at 5:30 prior to the 6:00 pm 
service. The second  service of the evening will have our annual Christmas music prelude beginning  at 

10:30 pm.  There will be special solos and anthems prior to the 11:00 pm service.  

Christmas Day: service at 10:00 with music and carols. 

December 28th will be a very special and memorable day at Trinity Episcopal Church since our own 
Mother Laura Howell will be the first woman to be instituted as the church's Rector! There will be special 
music and Bishop Paul will preach and celebrate. 

There will be a single service of Lessons and Carols at 9:30 on Sunday, December 30.  

On December 31st , New Year's Eve, in co-operation with the city of Bethlehem's First Night, Trinity will 

be offering a Children's Labyrinth Walk at 5:00, a silent Labyrinth Walk at 6:00, and a Taize Prayer Ser-
vice around the Labyrinth at 7:00. 

We hope to see everyone at these exciting services and events.  



 

Sermon preached by The Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector 
on The 25th Sunday after Pentecost, November 18, 2007,   

at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Isaiah 65:17-25 
 Psalm 98 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
Luke 21:5-19 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As we approach the season of Advent, we are reading apocalyptic scriptures. This is a particular 
literary genre in the ancient world. Interpretation, a commentary on Luke, says that 
“apocalyptic” comes from a Greek word that means “Revelation”, and, the revelation we are 
most familiar with is the last book of the New Testament--the Revelation to St. John. It is an 
entire collection of visions. Parts of the books of Daniel and Ezekiel contain apocalyptic writing 
as well. Not all apocalyptic literature refers to the end of the world, although that’s what we 
usually associate it with. The real key to apocalyptic is that it is usually revealed by angels and 
is designed to show us the otherwise invisible world of spiritual powers and beings that are be-
hind the world of historical events. It reveals to us what is under the surface—the Truth behind 

reality. 

In part, apocalyptic is a product of times of great crisis and upheaval, so it makes sense that it 
was popular in Judaism under the Roman rule, and in the persecuted and expanding early 
Church. And it is growing in popularity in our turbulent times—with best-selling apocalyptic 
novels and movies. By showing that there is more to the world than what we see and hear in 
this troubled moment, it provides hope that there will be something better to come, if only we 
remain faithful. It sometimes gives guidelines for achieving salvation. Salvation may be of the 
nation, the race, the land, or groups of people. Apocalyptic literature in the Bible is not really 
concerned with individuals, but with broad—even cosmic—events. Note how often there are ref-

erences to signs in the heavens—the moon and the sun. 

Today’s reading from Luke is part of Jesus’ apocalyptic speech. We overhear people comment-
ing on the beauty and majesty of the Temple. Usually when we see impressive historic build-
ings—especially those dedicated to God—we think of them as something built for the ages. 
They seem to be the repository of the past, an anchor and stability that we can rely on no mat-
ter what the future holds. But Jesus points out that that is just the surface appearance.  In ac-
tuality, the time is coming when all this beauty will be so utterly destroyed, that not even two 
stones will stand on top of each other. This is shocking! Imagine what it would be like to hear 

that our lovely church will soon be a garbage dump. 

After a proclamation like that, the disciples’ next questions are the natural ones: “When will this 
happen? And how will we know that it is about to occur?” I wonder if they are thinking that 
they will be able to escape if they just know when the apocalyptic alarm clock will ring. Jesus 
gives a long list of dreadful events that future Christians can watch for. And predicts that many 
people will say that the end time is near, and claim to be speaking in his name. But, he warns, 
don’t listen to them. They are false prophets. In other verses, he says that only the Father 

knows the time. 

Jesus’s apocalyptic is quite different from what we hear from some popular preachers and au-
thors. There is nothing about any joyous rapture high in the air. Nothing about piles of empty 
clothes on the streets because believers have been lifted out of them. Nothing about cars com-
ing to a stop in the streets because the drivers and passengers have been taken away. In 
short, there is nothing in Jesus’ description of the times to come that indicates believers will be 

exempt from the troubles. 

Everyone will experience the trials and tribulations. They are a fact of life. We should not focus 
on them or try to predict the future--the times and the dates when things will happen. We 

(Continued on page 15) 
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should, instead, focus on being so open to God that we can speak the words that God will dic-
tate to us. Jesus’ point is that we have a job to do. We go through the troubles alongside eve-

ryone else, but in them, we will have the opportunity to testify and to speak of our faith. 

The reading from Thessalonians reminds us again that being a Christian does not exempt us 
from the demands of the human condition. Apparently people were taking literally Jesus’ com-
ment to the disciples that some should not taste death until the kingdom of God had come. This 
was a problem. If the kingdom was coming in the very near future, what was the point of plant-
ing crops? Why worry about the welfare of your family? Why not walk out of your shop and 
leave your business to fend for itself? Paul is trying to counter some believers’ tendency to sit 

around, being idle, and waiting passively for Jesus to show up and save them. 

Actually, it’s impossible for us human types to be entirely idle. Paul notes that not only are 
some believers living off other people, they are also gossiping and meddling and presumably 
creating upset in the community. He points out to them that this is not the Christian tradition 

they have been taught. Even he—their leader—has always worked for a living. No excuses… 

One of the greatest spiritual challenges we face is the tendency to think that we are somehow 
special, that because we are Christians, we deserve to be treated differently from the rest of 
the world. This is a particularly subtle form of pride, because it is so natural. Have you ever 
thought, “Why is this happening to me? I pray and go to church and try to be good to my fam-
ily and friends. What have I done wrong?” Or did you ever wonder why a terrible, cruel and 
greedy person seemed to sail through life with no effort? We all have these questions and there 
are many references to them in scripture. “Why do the evil triumph?” asks the Psalmist. “And 

why do the good suffer?” 

There is no answer, because those are the wrong questions to ask. If we go back to Jesus’ 
words, we can frame the questions differently. Jesus says: “There is suffering—now and in the 
future.” He’s stating the obvious. His hearers knew that, and we know that. We love to fanta-
size that someone will come galloping in on a white horse and take us away from it all, but 
deep inside, we know that is not realistic. I wouldn’t trust someone who tries to tell me every-

thing is wonderful, when I know it’s not. Jesus is nothing if not down to earth. 

He continues: “People will be against you. They won’t even know anything about you. They will 
hate you simply because you are alive and because you are people of faith. That’s just the way 
it is.” Jesus suggests that we make up our minds ahead of time, that even though we will all 
have to go through this, he will be with us and will give us wisdom. Because we have the 
strength of Christ’s presence, we can go through the hard times differently from the way other 
people do. And we testify to him through our example. He promises, “If you hang on and en-

dure, then even if life is hard, your souls will triumph.” 

Is this a comforting message? That depends on why you are a Christian. If you are a Christian 
because you think that God will make everything easy for you and will bring you lots of 
wealth—we call that the Gospel of Prosperity—then, no this is not good news. If you are a 
Christian because you think that Christ will give you a position of power or give you advance-

ment in the Kingdom, then this is not designed to make you feel good. 

The revelation of these stern apocalyptic scriptures is that there is hope even in hardship, and 
comfort at the end of the process. If you are a Christian because you want to make a difference 
in this beautiful, but sorrowful world; if you are a Christian because you want never to have to 
go it alone; if you are a Christian because you know there is more to life than what appears on 
the surface, then Christ’s message brings light and healing. Not immediately. Not automatically 

by saying some magic words. But through faith and perseverance, we triumph. Amen. 

(Sermon—Continued from page 14) 



 

 
 
 

Saturday, December 8, following the 5:00 pm service 

Sunday, December 9, following the 10:30 am service 
Ever wish you could pull out from your freezer delicious home-made soup on a cold winter’s night? 
Looking for some chic new recipes by Famous People? The Vestry’s fall fundraiser is just for you! 
Trinity’s Vestry are sponsoring a Designer Soup-a-thon following the weekend services, with soups made 
by Trinity’s Stars available. Chefs from some area restaurants will be on hand to help judge. There will 
be prizes for Chef’s Choice, Clergy’s Choice and Parish’s Choice best soups. 

SOUPS  
(* - Vegetarian) 

*Reiners' Ginger Butternut Squash  

Jack Vickrey's Beef-vegetable 

Carol Vickrey's Carne con chili aka Sissy Chili  

Jean Hurchalla’s Firenut Soup  

Deacon's Chicken Soup 

Dorothy Comegy's Corn Chowder 

Gaby Whittier’s Fruited Winter Vegetable Soup 

Gaby Whittier's Italian Wedding Soup 

Vi McCandless’ Ham Vegetable 

* Ellyn Siftar’s Easy Black Bean Salsa Soup 

* Ellyn Siftar’s Hungarian Sour Cherry Soup 

Shelly Smith’s Chicken soup with Ditalini 

Dave's Howellin' Chili (Dave Howell) 

* Mo. Laura's Black Russian Potato Soup 

* Mo. Laura’s Beautiful Soup So Rich and Green 

* Mary Ann Swiatek's Barley Vegetable Soup 

Sue Ditterline’s New England Clam Chowder 

* Pam Giordano’s Vegetarian Pasta Fagioli 

* Juliana and Miranda Bradley’s Chilled Strawberry soup 

Gloria Tarby’s Sausage Minestrone 

John Degnan’s Iberian Potato Soup (Kale Soup) 

John Degnan’s Creamy Peanut Soup 

Marcie Lightwood’s Italian Alphabet Soup 

Katie Simmon’s Asparagus Soup 

Sue Ditterline’s Corned Beef and Cabbage Soup 

A $5.00 donation gives you a taste of 20 different soups.  

Pints and quarts of soups will be available at $5.00/qt. and $3.00/pt. 

Recipe books will be available for $5.00.  
For more information, please contact Gaby Whittier, Vestry member, gaby@trinitybeth.org, 610-867-4741 X301 
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Mondays-Fridays 
 9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer, Chapel 

Mondays 
 6:00 p.m.  Going Deeper, Chapel  
  (1st and 3rd Mondays) 

Wednesdays 
 9:30 a.m. Holy Eucharist and Healing 

 5:30 p.m. Prayer Bead Group  
 (3rd Wed., at Gaby Whittier’s) 

Saturdays 
10:00 a.m. Tai Chi, Chapel 

  5:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist  
 (Healing on First Saturday) 

Sundays 
 5:00 p.m. Taize Evening Prayer, Chapel  
 (1st and 3rd Sundays) 

December 1  
9:00-3:00 Quiet Day led by  

Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril, 
“Mary: Surrender, Wait, Act” 

December 31  
5:00 p.m. Children’s Labyrinth Walk 

6:00 p.m. Silent Labyrinth Walk 

7:00 p.m. Taize Around the Labyrinth 

 

Classical Music:  

How’d They Do That? 
This three-part class, led by Professor Robert Phil-
lips, demystifies classical music by listening to, and 
discussing, how it is composed and performed. The 
listed topics contain a wide range of possibilities, 
and he would be pleased to follow audience [=your] 
preference and curiosity.  No previous musical train-

ing or knowledge required. 

1.  How'd They Write That? A Tale of Two Cs  

2.  How'd They Play That? Too Much is not Enough 

 

December 5, 12, 19, 6:00 pm 

in the Parish Hall 

December 14 
6:00 p.m. TGIF Christmas Party 

December 21 
6:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling in the 

Neighborhood 

December 22 
7:00 p.m. Baltimore Consort “Bright Daystar 

Rising” and Yuletide Reception 

December 23 
12:00 p.m. Decorating the Church for Christ-

mas 

December 24 
5:30 p.m. Children’s Pageant 
6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service 
10:30 p.m. Special Music 
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service 

December 25 
10:00 a.m  Christmas Morning, Rite 1, Ser-

vice 
12:00 p.m. Christmas Dinner and Party at 

Soup Kitchen 

December 31  
5:00 p.m. Children’s Labyrinth Walk 
6:00 p.m. Silent Labyrinth Walk 
7:00 p.m. Taize Around the Labyrinth 
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Sermon by The Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector 
Thanksgiving Day, November 22, 2007,  
at Trinity Church, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. Deuteronomy 26:1-11

 Psalm 100 
 Philippians 4:4-9 

 John 6:25-35 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

One of the best things about being a chaplain or a social worker or a priest, for that matter, is 
the amazing people that you meet. If you are open to them, you can meet wonderful people 
any time any where, but it’s a special privilege to be in a profession where being part of their 
lives is your main job. At Thanksgiving time, I always remember a lady that I’ll call Emma. She 
was the proverbial “little old lady,” perfectly dressed, in a white blouse and sweater, and al-
ways ready to offer me tea when I arrived. She lived by herself in a tiny house that was shabby 
but very neat: a small living room, a galley kitchen, a miniscule bedroom and a little work-
room. There were lace curtains in every window, and a fat black cat on the sofa. She always 
called me dear. As in, “Would you like a little cake with your tea, dear?” Sounds like something 

out of a romance novel, doesn’t it?   

Unfortunately, Miss Emma (I always called her Miss Emma—even though she invited me to use 
her first name) had been diagnosed with cancer, and had decided not to fight it. She said, “I’m 
simply too old to go through all that, and I’m ready.” So I was sent to her as part of the Hos-

pice team.   

She lived on a fixed income way below the poverty line, and even so managed to send money 
to her grandchildren when they were in school.  She thought it was a wonderful adventure to 
find ways to bake cakes when she didn’t have enough money to buy eggs. She figured out that 
if she put a nightlight under the thermostat, it would warm it enough that the heat wouldn’t 
come on quite as much in the winter. She delighted in making jam and pies from her fruit 
trees, and always had a little vegetable patch, so she could can or freeze veggies for the win-
ter.  When I got to know her better, she swore me to secrecy not to tell her Lutheran pastor 
and shared some homemade elderberry cordial with me. Her other hidden vice was that she 
loved to play bingo.  On Friday nights, her neighbors would collect her and they’d drive all over 
the Lehigh Valley to the various bingo games that had low entry fees. She wasn’t entirely sure 
if bingo was allowed by the church because it might be considered gambling in some people’s 

eyes, so she carefully neglected to ask her pastor about it. 

The time came when Miss Emma wasn’t strong enough to make cakes and tea for me. So I 
brought the ingredients for waffles and real maple syrup, and she directed me in how to make 
them. From her daybed, she presided over waffle feasts shared with nurses and friends, and 

dispensed jars of her jam to the delighted visitors. 

Miss Emma was absolutely a woman of faith. In her living room was a large family Bible, with a 
worn out personal Bible next to her bed. She loved to sing the old-timey hymns, and I would 
often hear her warbling to herself “The Old Rugged Cross” or “It Is Well With My Soul”. She 
was the happiest and cheeriest person that I have ever known. Even when she was feeling ill, 

she was happy. Though she had been a widow for decades, she was happy.  

Eventually, she died, of course, but I still have a needlepointed flyswatter she made for me 
with the saying “don’t bug me” on it. Although this story sounds like some kind of saccharine-
sweet invention, every bit of it is true. I can still see her little house in my mind’s eye, and 

could find my way there again if I needed to.     

(Continued on page 19) 
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I think of Miss Emma at Thanksgiving because every moment of her life was filled with grati-
tude. When she said, “Thank God,” she meant it literally as a prayer. A few months after I had 
gotten to know her, there was one day when she was particularly radiant. She said, “I am so 
happy. I’m just so grateful. I know it sounds strange, but if I hadn’t gotten sick, I wouldn’t 
have met all these people. I love my doctors. All the nurses and aides have been so wonderful.  
When I go to the hospital, I meet all these other interesting patients.  Everyone is just so kind.  
And I know that this is just another way that my God is taking care of me. My life is so full.” At 
other times, she talked about how grateful she was for her snug little house. Or for her son, 
who checked in on her regularly. Or how, when she lay down at night, she would thank God for 

her comfortable bed. 

Emma’s gratitude turned what might have been a hard life and a difficult illness into one long 
blessing. It won’t surprise you to know that all of us who worked with her also felt blessed. Her 
thankfulness conveyed itself to us, and caused us to feel thankful for our lives, which were ever 

so much easier than hers. 

For Emma, giving thanks was not something that was just a duty, it bubbled up naturally. I 
think it was not only the ceaselessly flowing product of a faithful life; I think that it helped to 

keep her life joyful and to maintain a strong connection to her God.   

Today, I give thanks for Miss Emma and all that she taught me about the power of gratitude.  
And I invite you to consider how making gratitude a central part of your life might transform 

you and the people around you.  Amen.   

(Thanksgiving Sermon—Continued from page 18) 

 

Christmas Caroling 

An Intergenerational Event 

Friday, December 21st, 
6:00-8:00 pm 

Come and join the fun! 

We will be gathering in the 
Parish Hall at 6:00 pm, to 

join together and sing Christ-
mas Carols for our neighbors 

in Bethlehem. 
 

Bring some cookies to share.  

Hot chocolate will be provided. 
 

Contacts:  Ellyn Siftar (ellyn@trinitybeth.org) or Gaby 

(gaby@trinitybeth.org) 
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GOD’S GOOD GIFTS 
Father Dick’s Farewell Sermon, Trinity, Bethlehem, November 03 & 04, 2007 

The task: Creating a sermon for “Children’s Sunday” that will incorporate some teaching about 
Holy Baptism, and also serve as my “Farewell Sermon” (although Mother Laura assures me that 
I won’t be going far!). Throw in something about stewardship and evangelism, and the ap-
pointed Gospel Lesson. And all of this in less than 10 minutes, as we continue to read the par-

ish necrology (submitted list of persons who have died) during this Octave of All Saints. 

So here goes. Once upon a time there was a man who had nothing. God gave the man ten ap-
ples, explaining that he should use 3 of the apples to pay for his housing [place apples on rail-
ing of pulpit], 3 of the apples for his clothing, and 3 of the apples to buy food. The man asked 
God, “And what about the tenth apple?” God replied, “The tenth apple you will give back to me, 
as a sign of thanksgiving for the other 9 apples.” So the man used 3 of the apples to buy a 
house, 3 of the apples to buy clothing for himself and his family, and 3 of the apples to buy 
food. Then he looked at the tenth apple, the one he was to give back to God, and it looked 

soooo delicious ―― so he ate the tenth apple, and gave the core to God!   

When we came into this world, we had nothing, just like the man in the parable. When we 
leave this world, we will have nothing, unless you think that you can load all of your stuff into a 
U-Haul truck that will be part of your funeral procession! That would certainly be a first! But the 
Bible tells us that God provides us with what we need. Not necessarily what we think we 

WANT, but what we need.   

You may have been born into a family that has a fair amount of money and pretty much stuff. 
Your family may even have lots of money and stuff. And that’s Okay. But you’re probably 
aware that there are also many, many individuals and families who must really struggle to 
make ends meet. And there are also approximately one billion people ― that’s one out of every 

six persons in the world ― whose income is less than one U.S. dollar per day. 

Now you may ask, “Why doesn’t God also give these people the basic things that they need to 
live?” Well, first of all we need to realize that many people live in areas that regularly experi-
ence droughts and monsoons, and so forth. Many countries have governments that don’t, or 
can’t, take care of their people in the way that we are accustomed to. HOWEVER, those of us 
who follow Jesus can all do our part to help these people by sharing some of what God has pro-
vided for us. This is an important part of the Mission of the Church of Jesus. When each one of 
us gives our tenth apple ― or even better, our FIRST apple ― as a sign to God of how grateful 
we are for all of God’s Blessings, then a significant portion of those gifts can be used to help 

God’s people to help themselves. 

How many of you have heard of the United Nations Millenium Development Goals? I’m not go-
ing into that now, but I encourage you, if you haven’t already done so, to read about them in 
my lead article in Trinity’s November newsletter. Another question: How many of you have 
heard about The New Hope Campaign of the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem? This effort to as-
sist the people of our Companion Diocese of Kajo Keji in Southern Sudan in Africa, and the 
poor right here in Northeastern Pennsylvania, calls upon each person in our diocese to make a 
sacrificial gift to help others. The Youth Council of the Diocese of Bethlehem has pledged to 
raise $7,000 for The New Hope Campaign, by sharing part or all of their allowances, and by or-

ganizing special fund-raising events. I pray that you will take part in reaching the $7,000 goal! 

I was just reading the November newsletter of the first parish from which I retired, Grace 
Church in Hulmeville, Lower Bucks County. A major portion of the newsletter was given over to 
the concept of “a simpler Christmas,” whereby we would spend less money on material gifts, 

(Continued on page 21) 
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and instead share with people in need. One article said, “By using only our fair share of Earth’s 
resources, we leave some for others around the globe and for future generations.” Then ap-

peared a quote that I’ve seen elsewhere, “Live simply that others may simply live.” 

Well, I have only a few minutes left, and I haven’t said anything yet about Baptism! Even more 
important than physical things in our relationship with God through Jesus are the spiritual 
blessings which God pours out upon every person whom God has created. The Bible teaches us 
that the nature of God is that of a loving, caring, compassionate being. And God desires to be 
in a special relationship, based on God’s unconditional love, with each person whom God has 
created. We have a special name for this relationship: COVENANT. In this covenant relation-
ship, God puts us first. In return, God asks each one of us to put God first in our lives ― to 
make God, and our relationship with God, our number one priority in life. Or to put it another 

way, we should strive to make God Numero Uno in our lives! 

This pouring out of God’s love does not come as a result of our earning it. It’s a free gift from 
God which is captured by another churchy word: GRACE. We can’t really see spiritual things like 
Grace, so we use physical things which we call Sacraments to represent the spiritual. We are 
about to experience the Sacrament of Baptism. Would those of you who are already confirmed 
like to recite the definition of “Sacrament?” OK, I’ll do it for you: “A Sacrament is an outward 
and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace.” With the assistance of his parents and God-
parents, Cade enters into this special covenant relationship with God, becoming a fellow mem-

ber with us and with all of the saints in the one Body of Christ. 

By the way, this family is a sign of the fact that evangelism ― telling others about Jesus and 
about your church ―can be done anywhere, even in the dentist’s chair!  You may ask them or 

me about this. 

Well, it’s time to wrap up this sermon, and my career as your Interim Rector, with a quote from 
the late Mahatma Gandhi, Hindu religious leader and social reformer in India. I saw the quote 
on a large banner at the “Poverty Requiem,” which was performed recently at Payrow Plaza by 
some 200 students of the Lehigh Valley Charter High School for the Performing Arts. Please be 
aware that this is not only directed to the youth of Trinity Church. “Be the change you want to 
see in the world.”…“Be the change you want to see in the world.”…And don’t just give God the 

core!!! 

AMEN!!! 

(God’s Good Gifts—Continued from page 20) 

 

Spiritual Movie Group 
December 14 

7:00 pm 

"The Pursuit of Happyness" 

Meet at John Zukowski's house to view and discuss a movie about a 
homeless single father, struggling to make ends meet, and to pro-

vide for his 5 year old son.  Bring favorite movie treats to share. 
For information, call John at 610-866-4317 or send email to  
johnaz7@aol.com 

Movie nights coming up: 

January 11 

February 8 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
Quite a few people have com-
mented on how lovely the altar 

flowers are every Sunday. It’s 
always nice to know your work 
is appreciated, so I have been 
passing along these comments 

to Judy Schmidt at Coaches 
Time for Flowers, the one re-
sponsible for these beautiful 

arrangements. 

Stop by as a Trinity parishioner 
and say “Hi” to Judy. Coaches is  
located at 835 Broadway, Foun-
tain Hill. Sue D.  



 

December 2007 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
9:00 am– Quiet 
Day Advent Re-
treat—Daughters of 
the King 
 

12:00 pm– Animal 
Shot Clinic—
Fellowship Hall 

2 
 
 
 
Advent Begins 
 

5:00 pm– Taize—
Chapel 

3 
 

6:00 pm– Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Commu-
nity—Chapel 
 

7:30 pm– Worship 
Committee—Library 

4 
 

6:30 pm– Daugh-
ters of the King—
Library 
 

 

5 
 

7:30 am– A Spiritual 
Journey in Recovery—
Fellowship Hall 
 

6:00 pm– Classical 
Music: How’d They 
Do That?—Parish Hall 
 

6 
 

7 
 

9:30am– Play-
group—Sunday 
School Wing 
 

8 
6:00 pm– Designer 
Soupathon—Parish 
Hall 

 
 

9 
 

12:00 pm– De-
signer Soupathon—
Parish Hall 
 

 

10 
7:00 pm– Holy 
Eucharist—Chapel 
 

7:30 pm– Vestry 
Meeting—Library 

11 
 

12 
 

6:00 pm– Classical 
Music: How’d They 
Do That?—Parish 
Hall 

13 
 

14 
9:30am– Play-
group—Sunday 
School Wing 
 

6:00 pm– TGIF—
Parish Hall 
 

7:00 pm– Spiritual 
Movie Night—
Zukowski home 

15 
 

16 
11:30 am– Out-
reach Committee—
Parish Hall 
 

5:00 pm– Taize—
Chapel 

17 
6:00 pm– Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Commu-
nity—Chapel 
 

 

18 
2:30 pm– Pastoral 
Care Committee—
Parish Hall  
 

 

19 
7:30 am– A Spiritual 
Journey in Recovery—
Fellowship Hall 
 

5:30 pm– Prayer 
Beaders—Whittier home 
 

6:00 pm– Classical 
Music: How’d They Do 
That?—Parish Hall 

20 
 

21 
9:30am– Play-
group—Sunday 
School Wing 
 

6:00 pm– Christ-
mas Caroling & 
Cookies—Parish Hall 

22 
7:00 pm– Baltimore 
Consort—Church 
 

� 
23 
12:00 pm– Deco-
rate Church for 
Christmas 
 

 

24 
Christmas Eve 

 

5:30 pm– Chil-
dren’s Pageant and 
Holy Eucharist 
 

10:30 pm– Choral 
Music and Holy 
Eucharist 

25 
Christmas Day 

 

10:00 am– Holy 
Eucharist—RITE 1 
 

 

26 
Office Closed 

 

27 
 

28 
 

7:00 pm– Celebra-
tion of  
Our 
New  
Ministry 
 

 

29 
 

30 
One Service Only 

Today 
 

9:30 am– Lessons & 
Carols/Holy Eucha-
rist—Church 
 

 

31 
5:00 pm– Chil-
dren’s Labyrinth 
Walk—Parish Hall 
 

6:00 pm– Silent 
Labyrinth Walk 
 

7:00 pm– Taize 
around the Labyrinth 
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NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups 
that use our facilities.  Please check availability with the office before 
scheduling a meeting. 

Weekly Schedule 
Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  

 9:15 am Child Care, Sunday School  

   & Adult Forum 

 9:45 am Choir Practice 
 10:30 am Holy Eucharist  

 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon Soup Kitchen 

 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Tuesdays 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Wednesdays 
 9:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing    

Thursdays 
 6:00 pm Yoga (Chapel) 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 
 

Saturdays 
 10:00 am Tai Chi (Chapel) 

 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 

 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon 

(Chapel) 
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This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org/newsletters/december2007.pdf 

If you would prefer to have future newsletters emailed to you rather than a 
paper copy via US Mail, send an email to gaby@trinitybeth.org asking to be 
placed on the Newsletter email distribution list. 

 

January Newsletter Deadline: 
Wednesday, December 19, 2007 

Submissions for the Newsletter are welcome and should be sent to the edi-
tor at gaby@trinitybeth.org, or mailed to or dropped off in the church office. 
All submissions must be identified by the author with contact information 
(email or telephone number). 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and Soul    

    
 

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
 

phone   610-867-4741    

(emergency  610-217-4837) 
 

web site   www.trinitybeth.org     

email   info@trinitybeth.org 
 

office hours   9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments  until 5   

CLERGY 
The Rev. Laura Thomas Howell, Obl.S.B., Rector  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator    

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon A. Malcolm MacMillan,  

 Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  

 Assisting Priest 
 

 STAFF  
Karen Ernst-Reiner,  Treasurer       

Dr. Jane FitzHarris, Director of Music       

Peter & Wendy Lega, Directors of Children’s 

 Choir 

Ellyn Siftar, Director of Youth Ministries 

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

Connie Derr, Bookkeeper 

Dennis Perkins, Sexton    

Ministers:  All baptized members. 
 

VESTRY  
Sara Klingner (Vestry Warden)   

George Hurchalla (Rector’s Warden) 

Suzanne Boundy  

Robert Deets 

Wendy Lega 

Ken Magee   

Violet McCandless   

Ed Schatkowski   

Mary Ann Swiatek  

Jack Vickrey 

Gabriele Whittier 

Shelly Smith (Clerk – Ex-Officio)   
   

How to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a member————    
You are very welcome to attend worship 

services, member or not.  If you would 

like to become part of the parish, it is 

easy.  Just give your name, address, 

phone number (and email address, if 

you have one) to a priest or usher, or 

leave it in the parish office.  Part of being 

an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure.  We hope you will 

attend our special programs and join our 

other activities.  There are so many op-

portunities to become a working mem-

ber – by helping with worship services, or 

serving on a committee or outreach 

group. 
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