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INSIDE THIS  ISSUE:  

 

As I begin this article, I’m thinking about the fact that it is al-
most exactly one year since Father Nick left Trinity, Bethlehem 
for Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix. By the time you read this, I 
will have completed nine months as the Interim Priest who sits 
in the Rector’s Office. About this time, you may be feeling that 
the new rector search process is not moving along fast enough. 
I assure you that the opposite is true: the process at Trinity is 
proceeding about as quickly as possible, and certainly more 
quickly than most, according to my experience and observa-
tion. Please be sure to read the update from the Search Com-
mittee elsewhere in this newsletter. The Committee members 
are to be commended for their fine work to date. A reminder: 
don’t bother asking me for any information about the search; I 

know what you know! 

Please continue to pray the special prayer which Trinity Church 
has been using throughout the search process (“A Prayer of 
Self-Dedication,” Book of Common Prayer, p. 832). There are 
copies of this prayer on the back table in the Church for your 
convenience. You will also find copies of “The New Hope Cam-
paign” prayer on the table. And when the new Rector has been 
selected, and has prayerfully and formally accepted the Call to 
come to Trinity, please remember to continually pray for him/
her and to offer your ongoing support in whatever ways you 
can. In case you are not familiar with the process in the Epis-
copal Church for selecting a new rector, or if you have forgot-
ten, when the new rector is in place there will be a special ser-
vice called “The Celebration of New Ministry.” The title has 
been carefully chosen to emphasize the fact that this is not just 
a new ministry for the new rector and her/his staff, but also a 
NEW MINISTRY, a new beginning, for the ENTIRE CONGREGA-
TION. The rector of a parish has specific duties and responsi-
bilities (Prayer Book, p. 531) as the head, so to speak, of the 
body. However, all of the members of the body (as per St. 
Paul’s teaching) are called by God to be fellow members of the 
one Body of Christ, with the responsibility to continue Jesus’ 

ministry of reconciliation to one another and to the world. 

God’s Peace be with you. 
Father Dick+ 



 

 

OCTOBER 

22 Kenneth Muzyka 
24 Brooke Zumas 
25 Dolores Caskey 
 Joanne Coke 
 Loraine Geelan 
27 Ann Tracy 
28 Sarah Tax 
29 John Majczan 
 Gloria Tarby 
31 Dee Palmeri 
 Timothy Stampfel 
 

Anniversaries 
  4 Amy & Carl Mann 
  6 Wendy & Peter Lega 
  7 Linda Laubach & Bernard Berg 
12 Kathy & Sean Butler 
17 Patti Smith & Steven Fanning 
20 Lynn & Michael Tax 
26 Sara Klingner & Sandra Mesics 
28 Lynn & Mark Malok  

Birthdays 
  4 Sara Klingner 
  5 Nadia Leonhardt 
  6 Lucia Ardizzone 
  7 Kenneth Robertson 
  8 Hillary Dowling Raining 
 Jean Hurchalla 
11 Pyong Lukens 
 Maggie Moore  
12 Nelson Squires, IV 
13 Patricia Dwyer MacMillan 
 Susan Zumas 
 Robert Ruch 
 Lynn Tax 
15 George Pali 
16 Carl Mann 
 Sarah Molinaro 
 Cheryl Husted 
17 Jennifer Bradley 
 John Todaro 
19 Stephen Filko 
 Stuart Hutchinson 

Trinity is a praying church.  We love to pray for 

people...and we keep on praying for them.  

But sometimes, people get "parked" on the 

parish prayer list.  The policy is to put people 

on the Prayers of the People list and to read their names 

for two weeks in a row, UNLESS you ask us to keep 

them on.  They will also be put on the prayer list in the 

Bulletin.  We keep them on the Bulletin list for two 

months, UNLESS you ask us to keep them on.  We are 

very happy to keep people on either or both lists, but 

please do tell us.  Call the office or give a note to one of 

the clergy. 

KEEP ON PRAYING! 

Here are the names of 
Trinity people who have 
health problems or per-
sonal problems and 
who wish to be remem-
bered in our prayers. If 
you or a loved one has 
health problems or 
other problems, and if 
you would like the 
prayerful help of Trinity 
friends, you are invited 
to add your name to the 
list. Please contact the 
office, 610-867-4741. 

The Prayer List 

Sean Romeril 
1Lt. Joseph Salgado 
Captain Adam Saw-
yer 

Bill Schrantz 
Vanessa Segaline 
Joan Sheldrake 
Rick Sumner 
Edna Sweet 
Dennis Taylor 
Lucille A. Talijan 

Pat Talijan 
Jeremy White 
Edith Wilson 
Jeremy Wolfe  
Sue Wolfe 
Jolieta Yurchak 

Frances  
Sarah 

Bryan Alderman 
Cari Lynn Ashford 
Al Barr 
Bud Barr 
Lynn Barrett 

Marjorie Miller Bergey 
Beth Birli 
2Lt. Andrew Bowling 
Jane Breininger 
Marius Bressoud 
Jeff Brown 
Leslie Buchter 

Dorothy Comegys 
Arlene Deamer 
John Ferriby 
Claude Fevrier 
Hanna Fletcher 
Lois Fredericks 
2Lt. Allen Griffith 

Josephine Gunn 

Sally Hampson 
Chong Joo 
Eileen Kessler 
Owen Kratzer 
Chuck Land 

Howard Landstrom 
Fr. Joe Leo 
Robert Lukens 
Fr. Mac 
Caroline McCandless 
Deacon Elizabeth 
Miller 

SSgt. Rob Norman 
Matthew Post 
Maj. Bob Propst 
Resurrection Lutheran 
Church 

A-1 Kenneth Roman 
Mo. Gwendolyn-Jane 

Romeril 
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Celebration of Saints  
During October 

Almighty God, you have knit together 
your elect in one communion and 

fellowship in the mystical body of your 
Son Christ our Lord: Give us grace so 

to follow your blessed saints in all 
virtuous and godly living, that we may 
come to those ineffable joys that you 

have prepared for those who truly 
love you; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit 
lives and reigns, one God, in glory 

everlasting. Amen.  

1 Remigius, Bishop of Rheims, c.530 
4 Francis of Assisi, Friar, 1226 
6 William Tyndale, Priest, 1536 
9 Robert Grosseteste, Bishop of Lincoln, 

1253 
11 Philip, Deacon and Evangelist 
15 Teresa of Avila, Nun, 1582 
16 Latimer, Ridley, and Cranmer, 

1555,1556 
17 Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, and Martyr, 

c.115 
18 St. Luke, The Evangelist 
19 Henry Martyn, Priest, and Missionary to 

India and Persia, 1812 
23 Saint James of Jerusalem, Brother of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, and Martyr, c.62 
26 Alfred the Great, King of the West Sax-

ons, 899 
29 James Hannington, Bishop of Eastern 

Equatorial Africa and his Companions, 
Martyrs, 1885 

Sunday Readings  
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scrip-
tures to be written for our learning: Grant us 
so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that we may embrace 
and ever hold fast the blessed hope of ever-
lasting life, which you have given us in our 
Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

October 7 
The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 137 

2 Timothy 1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 

 

October 14 
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Psalm 66:1-12 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 

 

October 21 
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104 
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 

Luke 18:1-8 
 

October 28 
The Twenty-Second Sun. after Pentecost 

Joel 2:23-32 
Psalm 65  

2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
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From the  

Search Committee 

During the past month the 
Search Committee con-
ducted a second round of 
interviews with prospective 
candidates. These candi-
dates are those that re-
mained after the Search 
Committee made an initial 
review to reduce the origi-
nal list of over twenty can-
didates. Subsequently, a 
further reduction was made 
in the number under consid-
eration when the results of 
the first round of interviews 
were reviewed and ana-
lyzed. 
 

Now the results of the sec-
ond round of interviews are 
being compiled. The wishes 
of the congregation as de-
veloped in the parish survey 
conducted last year, and 
the vision and goals as de-
scribed in the Parish Profile 
will be used to identify the 
candidate that the Search 
Committee feels may best 
serve the Parish. It is antici-
pated that the name of this 
one candidate will be sub-
mitted to the vestry in the 
near future. 
 

The Search Committee con-
tinues to ask for your 
prayers for guidance, dis-
cernment, wisdom and con-
fidentiality in their informa-
tion gathering and in their 
deliberations on behalf of 
the people of Trinity 
Church. 

An Invitation..... 

In October and November, the Going Deeper group will begin a 

new book study. If you are curious about living contemplatively in 
the world, the prayer of the daily Office, Benedictine Spirituality, or 
simply would like to deepen your life in Christ, we invite you to join 
us for this introduction. We meet first and third Mondays from 6:00-

7:30 in the chapel: Oct. 1, 15, Nov. 5, 19.  We will be reading a 
very short book by Professor Will Derkse called The Rule of Benedict 
for Beginners: Spirituality for Daily Life. Mo. Laura will be ordering 

the copies and hopes to be able to get a discount. Please contact her 
if you would like one or if you have questions: 
laura@trinitybeth.org.   

The Quiet Contemplative Life at Trinity 
M-F 9:00 Morning Prayer, Chapel 

M 6:00 Going Deeper, Chapel (1st and 3rd Mondays; new book study begins October 1) 

W 9:30 Holy Eucharist and Healing 

W 5:30 Prayer Bead Group (3rd Wednesday, at Gaby Whittier’s) 

Sa 10:00 Tai Chi, Chapel 

Sa 5:00 Holy Eucharist (Healing on First Saturday) 

Su 5:00 Taize Evening Prayer, Chapel (1st and 3rd Sundays) 
 

Sundays in October and November at 12:15: Episcopal Church 101—classes on Spiri-
tuality and the Sacraments 

St. Francis Day  
Celebration 

 

The The The The     
Blessing Blessing Blessing Blessing     
of the of the of the of the     
AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals    

 

October 7, 2007  
2:00 p.m. 
on the lawn 

 

• All your pets are welcome 
in person; or bring a picture 
if they do not enjoy travel. 

• There will be treats for the 
animals and their people. 

• Bring a donation of canned 
or dry food, or toys for the 
Animal Food Bank. 
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NEW SECURITY 

SYSTEM ARRIVES 

In the next couple of weeks, 
the new security system will 
be going live on all the doors 
with a keypad. KEYS WILL 
NO LONGER WORK. If you 
would normally be asking for 
a key so you can open a 
door for a meeting, please 
check with Mo. Laura and 
she will give you a code to 
use, or check to see if the 
doors are automatically open 
at that hour. Send a note to 
laura@trinitybeth.org or 
leave a message on her 

phone 610-867-4741 X304.  

You can always get out of 
the building--there will be 
crash bars or release but-
tons. But once the door is 
closed, you will not be able 
to get back in without a 

code. 

Please help us and help 
yourselves by double-
checking on meetings for the 
next couple of weeks, and 
planning ahead a little. This 
minor inconvenience will 
help keep our lovely church 

secure and people safe. 

The Ballet of PrayerThe Ballet of PrayerThe Ballet of PrayerThe Ballet of Prayer    
I begin this ballet of prayer by reverencing the symbol of my Beloved, 
I take my place and begin. 
I bend my knees to lightly touch the cushion before me, 
and I beckon my Beloved come. 
 

The music of the ballet begins with the tone of the liturgy. 
The words of the Beloved stream gently into my soul filling me with 

peace 
and the grace I need to continue. 
 

The table is set for feasting. 
The celebrant sings the song of invitation. 
I hear my Beloved’s name and I bow my head in love. 
In prayer, again and again I bow, I kneel, I dance. 
 

My heart is lifted in the words of the prayers and I feel myself begin to 
float above the moment. 

Suddenly, I fall to my knees in sorrow. 
I see my Beloved’s outstretched body and know the price of these prayers. 
My heart falls, too and I am ashamed. 
 

And yet, my Beloved beckons me come, 
and taste the food that has been prepared. 
I move to the place of my Beloved’s table. 
I bow, kneel and accept the gifts of love offered me. 
 

I return to the place I began this ballet and gently kneel once more. 
Again I bow my head and pray and my heart is filled with joy. 
No more sorrow, only thanksgiving and hope; 
a dance within my soul. 
 

I turn to go and glance back at my Beloved and I know the truth of the 
dance. 

I will come again to this moment of Beloved and me. 
I will bow and kneel and pray once more, 
I will return and repeat my ballet. 
 

--Sister Patricia Michael Hauze 

Trinity's Bell returns to service  

Last fall, use of the Bell was discontinued when deterioration of the brick 
and mortar in the bell tower arch was observed.  Repair and repointing of 
the bell tower brickwork as well as application of a protective coating to 
all of the exposed brick in the original church building were completed in 
July.  

Use of the bell was delayed  further when concerns were raised that use 
of the bell might contribute to early failure of the recently repaired brick-
work.   A church bell manufacturer has analyzed the size and design of 
our bell and concluded that continued use of the bell should not effect the 
integrity of the brickwork.  Therefore, the bell is being returned to ser-
vice.  We plan to explore the possibility of a bell maintenance program 
and other improvements to the bell  installation. 



 

 

Resurrection Lutheran Church 
Rev. Dr. LaurieAnnYeisley-Drogin, Pastor 

94 Warren Street 
Roxbury, MA 02119 

(617) 427-2066 
fax: (617) 427-8166  

email: resrox@resurrectionroxbury.org 
website: www.resurrectionroxbury.org 

 

Trinity Episcopal Church 
44 East Market Street 
Bethlehem, PA  18018 
         27 August 2007 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

The entire congregation of Resurrection Lutheran Church sends our grateful bless-
ings to you, our dear friends at Trinity Episcopal Church.  My personal thanks to you 
are beyond measure.   
 

Your generous gift of a thousand dollars toward the purchase of a new church van 
will ease our task in raising the remaining funds immeasurably.  As you know, peo-
ple are more likely to fund a dream that has a reasonable chance of coming to frui-
tion, and your initial funds toward our dream change a leap of faith into an imagin-
able reality.  Our members, neighbors, and friends will benefit greatly when we have 
a reliable mode of transportation for the food pantry pick-ups, delivering our young 
people to safe and non-violent youth events, and our older members to worship. 
 

As you saw for yourselves in the photographs I brought on my visit, our children 
were thrilled to receive the gift cards you selflessly sent in order that they might 
have quality school supplies.  What a wonderful statement of hope and faith you 
made by investing in our youngsters.  God is good!  All the time! 
 

Because of your support of our parish, Trinity continues to be a present and signifi-
cant part of ministry in Roxbury.  Lives are touched because you are there for and 
with us. 
 

On a personal note, I cannot thank you enough for your hospitality on August 26.  It 
was good to be home, and the birthday party came as a complete and joyful surprise 
to me!  Special gratitude to Father Dick, Mother Laura, and Deacon Liz for your di-
rection in re-acclimating me to the ups, downs, lefts and rights of the beautiful Rite 
Two.  What a joy it was to hear and to sing Marvin Beinema’s service music once 
again to the glory of God! 
 

May God continue to bless and keep you, and may the Grace and Peace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ remain with you always. 
 
Yours in the Risen Christ, 

ctáàÉÜ _tâÜ|xTÇÇ 

Pastor LaurieAnn Yeisley-Drogin  
For Resurrection Lutheran Church 
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CURRENTLY COLLECTING 
(through Dec. 1, 2007) 

 

A Healthy Start—Children need all the basics to get started 
with a healthy life.   

FOR ALL AGES  
Wash Clothes 

Soap 
Shampoo 

Hair Brushes/Combs 
Hair accessories 

Toothpaste/Toothbrushes 
 

FOR BABIES/TODDLERS 
Diapers/pull-ups 

Diaper wipes 
Q-Tips for babies 

Pacifiers 
Desitin ointment 

 

FOR YOUTH AND TEENS 
Chapstick/lip moisturizer 

Hand cream/sanitizer 
Shaving cream 

Underwear 
First Aid cream 

Band-aids 
Deodorant 

Dental Floss 
Mouthwash 

Sanitary products 
Eyeglass cases 

Tissues 

Diocesan Convention  
October 12 & 13 

at the Cathedral Church of 
the Nativity 

The Diocesan Conven-
tion is held yearly to 
gather together from 
all over the Diocese to 

worship, learn, fellowship and 
do the business of being a 
church. 

Trinity will be represented by 
three delegates (who have 
votes) and 3 alternates which 
were elected by us at our An-
nual Meeting. Guests are wel-
come and encouraged to attend. 
If you would like to attend, 
please contact the church office 
as soon as possible so that we 
can make a reservation for you. 

We are very grateful to the Ca-
thedral Church of the Nativity 
for hosting the Convention. Un-
dertaking this complete with of-
fering hospitality is quite a large 
responsibility, and volunteers 
are needed for a number of po-
sitions for all things to run 
smoothly. 

Registrars, greeters, child care 
givers (meeting "Safeguarding" 
standards), parking lot atten-
dants, and kitchen helpers are 
most needed. 

If you are able to volunteer, 
please contact Sally Snyder 
(snydersal@aol.com), Pam Bay-
liss (pbayliss@rcn.com), or the 
Archdeacon of the Diocese, 
H o w a r d  S t r i n g f e l l o w 
(archdeacon@diobeth.org). 
Sally and Pam may also be 
reached through the Cathedral 
Church at (610-865-0727). 

Thank you very much for your 
attention to this. The smooth-
ness of Convention results from 
the hard work of many, many 
people. 

All the King's Men... 

...book discussion group begins September 26, at 6:00 in the 
Parish Hall. Followed by sessions on October 3, 10, 17, and 

24. 

Screening of the movie version on October 31. The group is 
lead by Professor Jack Vickrey. Books available from Mo. 

Laura. 



 

 

THE TRINITY  CHURCH NEWSLETTER  Page 8 

A PLACE OF HONOR 
[Luke 14:1, 7-14; Proper 17C]  
Sermon by The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline,  
September 2, 2007 
 

First, a pop quiz: What subject did Jesus talk about the most? The answer will come later. 

Jesus begins our lesson from Luke’s Gospel with a rather whimsical teaching. The setting for his 
story is the home of a prominent Pharisee. Jesus is attending a dinner party, and he notices 
how the guests are vying for the seats of honor. Jesus decides this is a good setting for an ob-
ject lesson about humility: “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who hum-

bles himself will be exalted.” 

There’s some practical psychology here. What do you think of when you see somebody who 
continually tries to be the center of attention? The impression is not favorable, is it? Is anyone 
familiar with the name Hal Sonnenfeldt? Sonnenfeldt actually held a responsible position in gov-
ernment. He served on the National Security Council under Presidents Nixon and Ford. How-
ever, here’s what he’s remembered for. Sonnenfeldt was famous for inserting himself into pho-
tos with the President. Whenever the President’s picture was being taken, Sonnenfeldt found a 
way to get in on the photo op. He perfected a move in which he leaned forward and blocked the 
faces of the people standing between him and the President. In this way, it always appears that 
Sonnenfeldt is standing next to the President! The President’s Secret Service agents nicknamed 

him “The Ferret” for his amazing skill at elbowing his way into pictures with the President. 

When you encounter someone like this who is so desperate for attention, so desperate to be 
recognized, don’t you wonder about his or her sense of security? Why should it matter if you sit 
at the head table or not? A secure person carries his or her status with them. So, when Jesus 
says that “everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be 
exalted,” he’s giving us a glimpse into human behavior. People who are always seeking after 
status have something lacking in their lives. We find our self-esteem, not in the eyes of our 
neighbors, but rather from the knowledge that God loves us. We find our security from the 
knowledge that we were created for a purpose that is eternal. Persons always seeking after the 
honored seat lack that sense that they are whole persons. In this seemingly whimsical teach-

ing, Jesus helps us to see our real need. 

I suspect, though, that a lesson in psychology is not really what Jesus is after. I believe he’s 
setting up his listeners for his next words, because he continues: “When you give a luncheon or 
dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, 
they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay 

you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Here’s where we move from psychology to the message of the cross. It doesn’t matter what 
your status is in society. Your picture may be in the society pages every week. The president 
may even call you for advice on matters of importance. You may know the story about three 
executives who were defining status. One said, “Real status is being invited to the White House 
for a personal conversation with the President.” Another replied, “No. You know you’ve arrived 
when you’re invited to the White House for a conversation with the President and the hot line 
rings, and he just looks at it and decides not to answer it.” The third executive said, “You’re 
both wrong. Real status is when you’re invited to the White House for a conversation with the 
President, the hot line rings, the President answers it and says, ‘Here, it’s for you.’” Jesus does-
n’t care how much status you have in the eyes of the world. Do you love your neighbor? Are 
you generous with those in need? Are you willing to reach out in love to those who cannot help 

(Continued on page 10) 
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“No, Yes, Maybe” 
A sermon by Mo. Laura 
 

In the name of the Father and of the Son (+) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Try all sorts of different explanations and interpretations, but there is really no way you can 
make Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel anything other than what they are: uncomfortable and in 
your face. But, because they are *Jesus’s* words, we have to take them seriously. Jesus is 
traveling to Jerusalem. As usual, he is mobbed by enthusiastic crowds. Some of them want to 
be healed, some of them are hoping for a free lunch with a miracle like the loaves and fishes, 
some are curious, and some just love a parade. And in the crowd are a few of the specially 
chosen disciples who have been informed that Jesus is on his way to death. It’s doubtful that 

the rest of the crowd is aware of this. 

Jesus knew all about mob psychology. He knew that most of these folks were simply enthusi-
asts, caught up in the excitement of the moment. He was also clear about where following him 
would lead to, and he wanted them to know what they were in for. He was offering them a kind 

of informed consent. 

“Whoever does not hate family, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.” “Whoever doesn’t 
take the cross and follow me, cannot be my disciple.” “Whoever doesn’t give up all their pos-
sessions, cannot be my disciple.” It almost sounds like Jesus doesn’t want disciples! If you had 
been in the crowd on that day, traveling with Jesus, what would you have thought? That the 
guy was crazy? Other teachers wanted to gather followers around them. Their power and influ-
ence increased, depending on how many people were in their entourage. But Jesus was making 
impossible demands: turn your back on everything you know, on everything that you have and 
are, and follow me. It will cost you absolutely everything to become my disciple. If there were 
5,000 people as he began to preach to them, I bet that by the end there were only a handful 

left. 

You would all laugh if you heard about a church that would allow people to become members 
ONLY if they dropped their families, and if they signed all their worldly possessions over. As a 
matter if fact, we have a word for organizations like that: “cult”. But it sounds like that is what 
Jesus is prescribing. And in the early church, it was not uncommon for men and women to take 

Jesus’ words literally and to go off into the desert with nothing. 

That’s not what I am going to suggest to you. What I am going to ask you to do is to think 
about the distinction between being a disciple of Christ and a member of the crowd. You cannot 

be a disciple without cost. There is a price tag. 

Some denominations are very worried about whether or not people are going to heaven. We 
aren’t talking about that today. This conversation is not about whether or not we are saved, as 
our evangelical brothers and sisters would say. And anyway, I’m not qualified to speak on the 
subject. As I understand it, Jesus’ death and resurrection took care of that. Jesus will sort out 
the details of salvation that he promised to us—that’s not the question we are being asked.  
Acceptance of Christ’s saving acts is a given. What Jesus is talking about in this passage from 
Luke is something quite different. He is talking about what it means to live in the way that he 

calls us to live—as a disciple. 

This text acknowledges that in the first fervor of experiencing the Good News of the Gospel, we 
can become exhilarated and enthusiastic. In those moments we are ready, like the disciples, to 
lay down our lives for the sake of Christ. But what about a year later? What about when it is 
inconvenient? When your faith annoys your family? Even more, what about when following 
Christ is tedious, because it seems like nothing ever changes? Eugene Peterson wrote a book 
about discipleship whose title has always appealed to me: “A Long Obedience in the Same Di-

(Continued on page 11) 

Proper 18C: 9/9/07 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 

Psalm 139:1-5, 13-18 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-33 
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themselves? That’s what Jesus cares about.  

Does the name Jim Wallis ring a bell? Wallis is a noted author and long-time activist for social 
justice. In 1990 Jim Wallis spoke to the Chicago Sunday Evening Club. His words are words 
every Christian needs to hear, especially Christians in this affluent land. Here’s what he had to 
say: “I was a seminary student in Chicago many years ago. We decided to try an experiment. 
We made a study of every single reference in the whole Bible to the poor, to God’s love for the 
poor, to God being the deliverer of the oppressed. We found thousands of verses on the sub-
ject. The Bible is full of the poor. In the Hebrew Scriptures, for example, it is the second most 
prominent theme. The first is idolatry and the two are most often connected. In the New Testa-
ment, we find that one of every sixteen verses is about poor people; in the gospels, one of 
every ten; in Luke, one of every seven. We find the poor everywhere in the Bible. “One mem-
ber of our group was a very zealous young seminary student and he thought he would try 
something just to see what might happen. He took an old Bible and a pair of scissors. He cut 
every single reference to the poor out of the Bible. It took him a very long time. When he was 
through, the Bible was very different, because when he came to Amos and read the words, ‘Let 
justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream,’ he just cut it out. 
When he got to Isaiah and heard the prophet say, ‘Is not this the fast that I choose: to bring 
the homeless poor into your home, to break the yoke and let the oppressed go free?’ he cut it 
right out. All those Psalms that see God as a deliverer of the oppressed, they disappeared. In 
the Gospels, he came to Mary’s wonderful song where she says, ‘The mighty will be put down 
from their thrones, the lowly exalted, the poor filled with good things and the rich sent empty 
away.’ Of course, you can guess what happened to that. In Matthew 25, the section about ‘the 
least of these my brethren,’ that was gone. Luke 4, Jesus’ very first sermon, what I call his 
Nazareth manifesto, where he said, ‘The spirit of the Lord is upon me because he has anointed 
me to preach the good news to poor people’ -- that was gone, too. ‘Blessed are the poor?’ 
Gone! “So much of the Bible was cut out; so much so that when he was through, that old Bible 
literally was in shreds. It wouldn’t hold together. I held it in my hand” says Wallis, “and it was 
falling apart. It was a Bible full of holes. I would often take that Bible out with me to preach. I 
would hold it high in the air above American congregations and say, ‘Brothers and sisters, this 
is the American Bible, full of holes from all we have cut out.’ We might as well have taken that 
pair of scissors and just cut out all that we have ignored for such a long time. In America, the 
Bible that we read is full of holes.” Do you think, perhaps, that Jim Wallis got the attention of 
his listeners? Did he get your attention? Most folks don’t want to be made to feel guilty when 
they come to church. Neither do I. I don’t like feeling guilty about my affluence in a world in 
which so many people have so little. And yet, I don’t want to stand before you as a minister of 
the Gospel with a Bible full of holes. We need to realize that there is an alternative to the 

status-seeking, materialistic lifestyle that advertisers tell us is our birthright. 

The T. V. program “20/20” shared the stories of people who have restructured their lives in or-
der to be able to share what they have with others. One person had given away her $3 million 
inheritance, saying she already had what she needed and other people don’t. She couldn’t live 
with having a second home when others don’t have their first. The interviewer was incredulous 
as she asked, “But you see pretty things. Don’t you wish you had some of them?” “Sure I like 
them,” she replied, “but I don’t need them.” Another man donated 60% of his income to charity 
with the goal of contributing $1 million in his lifetime. He does this by living in a small apart-
ment and driving a used car. Could you do that? Could I? This is not a question for someone 
who is a follower of Jesus in name only. Sharing your wealth with others will not buy you a seat 
at Christ’s table; he has already taken care of that by his death on the cross. But it will show 

(A Place of Honor—Continued from page 8) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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that you have Christ’s heart. 

“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or relatives, or 
your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. But when 
you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. 

Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

Begging your indulgence, here’s one more man I’d like to introduce you to. He’s a Roman 
Catholic priest and cardinal named Emil Leger. At one time Cardinal Leger was one of the 
most powerful men in Canada and within the Roman Catholic Church. He was a man of deep 
conviction and humility. Then one day he laid aside his red vestments and stately hat, the of-
fices in Montreal and Quebec City, and disappeared. Years later he was found living among 
the lepers and disabled, outcasts of a small African village. When a Canadian journalist asked 
him “Why?” here’s what Cardinal Leger had to say. “It will be the great scandal of the history 
of our century that 600 million people are eating well and living luxuriously and three billion 
people starve, and every year millions of children are dying of hunger. I am too old to change 
all that. The only thing I can do which makes sense is to be present. I must simply be in the 
midst of them. So, just tell people in Canada that you met an old priest. I am a priest who is 
happy to be old and still a priest and among those who suffer. I am happy to be here and to 

take them into my heart.” 

Is that your calling? Is it mine? Probably not. Jesus didn’t tell everyone to take everything 
they had, sell it, and give it to the poor. But it ought to cause us to re-evaluate the meaning 
of our lives.  ave we let our values get a little skewed? Again, being generous with those who 
have little will not pay our passage through the “pearly gates,” but it will show to whom we 
belong. It will show that we believe in a Holy Bible and not a Bible full of holes, where concern 

for the poor has been cut out. 

The subject Jesus spoke about the most is our relationship to our money and our material 

possessions. Those who have ears to hear, let them hear. 

AMEN. 

(A Place of Honor—Continued from page 10) 

rection”. Being a disciple is a challenge, something that you work on every day, even when 
there are no exciting spiritual pyrotechnics. In the last few weeks, a collection of Mother 
Teresa’s correspondence has appeared. It reveals that for almost 50 years, she lived day in and 
day out, following Christ, without any sense of divine presence or consolation. She lived that 
way with the poorest of the poor, just because she was being obedient to her call. She was a 

true disciple. 

The thing about being a disciple is that it must take priority over everything else. When Jesus 
warns the crowd that they will have to hate family and friends, he is not telling them that they 
should cultivate the emotion of hatred. In that ancient culture, some interpreters think “hate” 
meant an expression that implies turning away from or turning one’s back on. So Jesus is say-
ing that if you are going to become a disciple, you must be prepared to turn your back on the 
requirements and expectations of the people around you, even if it will make them think less of 
you. You must be prepared to give up your attachments to home, job and property if the Gos-

pel requires it. Their claims on you must be secondary to the claims of the Gospel. 

Again, I have the impression that Jesus is warning people off. And he uses a couple of down-to-
earth examples so people can’t say later, “Well, you didn’t tell us about the fine print.” He 
wants them to be as careful about agreeing to become disciples as someone who will get a 
mortgage approved, before they start building a house. Or someone who will have strong back-

(No, Yes, Maybe—Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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  From the Music Office  From the Music Office  From the Music Office  From the Music Office    
We are hoping to plan a Fall 
social soon.  Believe it or not 

we do have some fun! 

We are beginning to plan our 
Advent and Christmas music 

programs. 

Please come join us! We wel-

come all singers, but particu-
larly need tenors and altos. 

Happy Fall to everyone! 

--Jane 

The best way to describe the 
past few weeks in Trinity’s music 

program is varied. 

The choir transitioned from a 
Sunday morning pick-up choir 

back to our traditional choir, with 
Thursday evening rehearsals at 
7:00 p.m.  The choir presents 

two wonderful anthems each 
Sunday. 

I personally volunteered many 

hours in August cleaning out ap-
proximately 100 years of “stuff” 
in the choir room!  Trinity cer-

tainly is rich in history. I enjoyed 
this thoroughly, and found some 
interesting music artifacts such 
as old song books which are now 

being evaluated. They appear to 
be unique to Pennsylvania. I re-
cently completed my doctorate, 
which involved intense research 

and the writing of lengthy histo-
riographies, so this project is of 
particular interest. I have spent 

many hours in archival libraries 
examining and researching the 
origins of similar items. In Louisi-
ana, I researched the piano book 

of a classical composer named 
Gottschalk who originated from 
New Orleans. His piano music 

was long forgotten, but through 
my investigation I discovered he 
was the true composer! 

The choir was invited to a field 
trip to St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church in New York City for their 

evensong. The few of us who 
made it found it was well worth 
the trip to hear a boys’ choir and 
so much quality music in one 

service.  [Editor’s note: former 
parishioner Ben Ferriby started 
this fall at the St. Thomas’ Choir 
School.  Small world…] 

BEINEMA  
CONCERT  
OCTOBER 28 

 
On Sunday, October 28, at 4:00, 
Dr. Stephen Hamilton, organist 
and Minister of Music from Holy 
Trinity Episcopal Church in New 
York City, will offer an organ 
concert. Please join us to honor 
Trinity's organist emeritus Marvin 
Beinema.  

 
The next concert will feature violinist 

Dr. Judy Hung,  
on November 30, at 7:30.  
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Food for Thought from the Evangelism Committee 

HELLO, I AM A NEWCOMER TO YOUR CHURCH 
You cannot know the reason why I am here this morning. It may be as simple as a move to your community or as com-
plicated as personal crisis that leads me to seek strength from God. In either case, I am here. And I will probably remain 
here and come back to worship with you next Sunday and the Sunday after and the Sunday after that, if you will do 
some things for me. Won’t you please… 

• Smile at me as I walk in the door. You are my first impression of the church during the first few mo-
ments I am in your building, and this first impression will probably stay with me a long time. 

• Help me find my place in the service. I will not find your help an intrusion. In fact, I will remember your 
kindness. 

• Speak to me during the coffee hour. I know you want to see your friends and settle that piece of commit-
tee business. But I may find it hard to believe that you truly care for each other unless I first see evidence 
that you care for “the stranger in your midst.” 

• Tell me good things about your church and your minister. I want to believe that I have come to a place 
where people love each other and where they believe that they are doing something exciting and important 
for the Lord. 

• Notice me - even if I am not a “family.” I don’t want to feel invisible just because I am unmarried, a sin-
gle parent, a teenager, or an older person. 

• Talk to me again the second week when I come back, and the third and the fourth. I am still not a 
part of your parish family. Please don’t feel you have “done your duty” by me just because you made a 
point of greeting me the first week I was here. 

• Invite me to become a part of some church group or organization. I need more than worship every 
Sunday. I need to know that I am accepted and affirmed by a group of people within the church who know 
me by my first name and who care about me as an individual. 

If you can find it in your heart to do these things for me, I will come back…the second Sunday, the third, and maybe 
forever. I will worship with you, and I may join your choir, work at your fair, teach in your church school, contribute to 
your canvass, and become a highly involved member of your church, and, in so doing, I will find my own life immeas-
urably enriched. 

Written by the Rev. Christopher Chamberlin Moore and used by permission. 

up before going into gang territory to clean out crack houses. Jesus is serious about this, and 

uses serious examples. 

What is most important to you in the world? Take a moment to think about it.   

And now take a moment to imagine being in the crowd, being jostled, seeing the colors of the 
robes and headdresses on the men, women and children around you. Imagine looking at Jesus 
as he challenges everyone, and hearing him say, “You.  If I ask you to, will you turn away from 
that precious person for me? Will you sell some stock to contribute to a missionary effort? Or 
invest in something with a lower return, because it is more ethical? Will you stay in the same 
old job for a few more years so you can be a good influence on company policy? Will you be 
faithful to the same man or woman you married, when other, younger ones are available to 
you? Will you set what I, Jesus, want, before what you want? Do you *really* want to be my 

disciple? Or do you want to be one of the crowd?” 

In the depths of our souls, some of us may discover that the true answer is, “No, Jesus, I don’t 
want to be your disciple. I will do most of what you ask, but there are some things I cannot 
do.” It’s hard and painful to realize that, because we’d like to imagine that we can rise to the 

(No, Yes, Maybe—Continued from page 11) 

(Continued on page 15) 
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October 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
6:00 pm- Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Community - 

Chapel  

7:30 pm– Worship 
Committee - Parish 

Hall  

2 
6:30 pm- Daughters 

of the King - Library  

3 
6:00 pm– Book 
Discussion—”All the 
King’s Men” - Parish 

Hall  

4 5 6 

7 
12:15 pm– Episco-
pal Church 101: 

Spirituality—Library 

2:00 pm– Blessing 
of the Animals—

Front Lawn 

5:00 pm-Taize - 

Chapel 

8 
 

9 
7:00 pm– Pre-
Convention Meeting 
- St. Anne’s, Trexler-

town  

10 
6:00 pm– Book 
Discussion—”All the 
King’s Men” - Parish 

Hall  

11 12 

 
 

6:30 pm– TGIF 
Monthly Meeting - 

Parish Hall 

13 

 
 

6:00 pm– Leader-
ship Dinner - Parish 

Hall 

14 
12:15 pm– Episco-
pal Church 101: 

Spirituality—Library 

1:00 pm– Crop 
Walk—Hill-to-Hill 

Bridge 

15 
6:00 pm- Going 
Deeper: A Contem-
plative Community - 

Chapel  

7:30 pm– Vestry 

Meeting - Library  

16 
2:30 pm– Pastoral 
Care Committee– 

Library 

17 
5:30 pm– Prayer 
Beaders Gathering - 

Whittier home  

6:00 pm– Book 
Discussion—”All the 
King’s Men” - Parish 

Hall  

18 19 20 
6:00 pm– Conse-
cration Celebration - 

Parish Hall  

21 
Consecration Sunday 

9:30-1:00 pm– 
Celebration 

Brunch—Parish Hall 

12:15 pm– Episco-
pal Church 101: 

Spirituality—Library 

22 
7:30 pm– Steward-
ship Committee- 

Library  

23 24 
6:00 pm– Book 
Discussion—”All the 
King’s Men” - Parish 

Hall  

25 26 27 
9:00 am-3:00 pm– 
Prayer Beads Work-

shop  

28 
11:30 am– Out-
reach Committee– 

Parish Hall 

12:15 pm– Episco-
pal Church 101: 

Spirituality—Library 

4:00 pm- Beinema 
Concert - 

Church/Parish Hall 

29 30 
11:00 am - Flu Shot 
Clinic - Fellowship 

Hall 

31 
6:00 pm– Book 
Discussion—”All the 
King’s Men” - Parish 

Hall  

   

NOTE:  This calendar does not include various occasional outside groups that use our 
facilities.  Please check availability with the office before scheduling a meeting. 

Diocesan Convention 
-Cathedral Church of the Nativity 

Weekly Schedule 
Tuesdays 
 6:00 pm Yoga (Chapel) 
 7:00 pm AA Meeting (Parish Hall) 
 

Wednesdays 
 9:30 am Holy Eucharist w/Healing  
  

Thursdays 
 7:00 pm Choir Practice 
 

Fridays 
 9:30 am Parent-Child Playgroup 
 

Saturdays 
 10:00 am Tai Chi (Chapel) 
 10:30 am AA (Parish Hall) 
 5:00 pm Holy Eucharist and Sermon  

Sundays  
 8:00 am Holy Eucharist  
 9:15 am Child Care, Sunday School & 
Adult Forum 
 9:45 am Choir Practice 
 10:30 am Holy Eucharist  
 11:30 am Coffee Hour 
 

Weekdays (Mon through Fri) 
 9:00 am Morning Prayer  
 Noon Soup Kitchen 
 5:30 pm AA (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Mondays 
 10:00 am Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Memorials 

A donation was 
made to the Soup 
Kitchen by Mat-

thew Post in 
honor of Carol 
Post. In loving 
thanksgiving for 
their many years 
of joy together. 



 

 

THE TRINITY  CHURCH NEWSLETTER  PAGE 15 

challenge. But if your answer 
really is NO, then St. 
Augustine shows a way to 
pray about it. He allegedly 
said, “Lord, give me chastity, 
but not just yet.” If, in the 
depths of your soul, you 
know that you cannot pay 
the price of discipleship, then 
you can pray like this: “Lord, 
I cannot do it. Help me to 
*want* to be your disciple. 
Even though I’m not there 

yet.” 

If you are one of those fortu-
nate few who have already 
answered Jesus’ question in 
the affirmative and have 
given yourself over com-
pletely to him, you can pray 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
“Lord, let it be done to me 

according to your will.” 

And then there are rest of us 
who are just muddling along, 
doing our best, and maybe 
we’re not even sure what our 
answer is. Then let us pray 
like this: “Holy One, thank 
you for the great honor of 
inviting us to be your disci-
ples. And thank you for the 
gift of salvation which you 
have given to all of us. 
Sometimes we can say YES 
to you, and sometimes we 
pretend we don’t hear your 
question. We ask you to give 
us strength to follow you; 
courage to overcome obsta-
cles that people, things or 
our own selves place in our 
way; and wisdom to hear 
what you are calling us to. 
Have mercy on us when we 
fail you. We pray in Jesus 

most holy name, AMEN.” 

(No, Yes, Maybe—Continued from page 13) 



 

 

TRINITY EPISCOPAL 

CHURCH 
Feeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and SoulFeeding all in Body, Mind and Soul    

    
 

44 E. Market Street 

Bethlehem, PA 18018-5989 
 

phone   610-867-4741    

(emergency  610-360-1429) 
 

web site   www.trinitybeth.org     

email   info@trinitybeth.org 
 

office hours   9-2, Monday-Friday,  

 appointments  until 5   

CLERGY 
The Rev. Dr. Richard C. Ditterline, Interim Rector 

The Rev. Laura Howell, Associate Priest  

The Rev. Elizabeth Miller, Deacon and  

 Soup Kitchen Coordinator    

The Rev. Canon Clifford B. Carr, Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon A. Malcolm MacMillan,  

 Assisting Priest 

The Rev. Canon Gwendolyn-Jane Romeril,  

 Assisting Priest 
 

 STAFF  
Karen Ernst-Reiner,  Treasurer       

Dr. Jane FitzHarris, Director of Music       

Peter & Wendy Lega, Directors of Children’s 

 Choir 

Ellyn Siftar, Director of Youth Ministries 

Gabriele Whittier, Associate for Administration 

Dennis Perkins, Sexton    

Ministers:  All baptized members. 
 

VESTRY  
Sara Klingner (Vestry Warden)   

George Hurchalla (Rector’s Warden) 

Suzanne Boundy  

Robert Deets 

Wendy Lega 

Ken Magee   

Violet McCandless   

David Myers  

Ed Schatkowski   

Mary Ann Swiatek  

Jack Vickrey 

Gabriele Whittier 

Shelly Smith (Clerk – Ex-Officio)   
   

How to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a memberHow to become a member————    
You are very welcome to attend worship 

services, member or not.  If you would 

like to become part of the parish, it is 

easy.  Just give your name, address, 

phone number (and email address, if 

you have one) to a priest or usher, or 

leave it in the parish office.  Part of being 

an Episcopalian is giving of your time, 

talent and treasure.  We hope you will 

attend our special programs and join our 

other activities.  There are so many op-

portunities to become a working mem-

ber – by helping with worship services, or 

serving on a committee or outreach 

group. 

Non-Profit Org 
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November Newsletter Deadline 
Wednesday, October 17, 2007 

This newsletter is available on-line at: 

http://www.trinitybeth.org/newsletters/october2007.pdf 

If you would prefer to have future newsletters emailed to you 
rather than a paper copy via US Mail, send an email to 
gaby@trinitybeth.org asking to be placed on the Newsletter 

email distribution list. 

Bethlehem Area CROP WALK 2007 

Mark your calendar for the 2007  

Bethlehem Area CROP WALK 

Sunday, October 14 

Trinity, Bethlehem’s recruiter and coordinator 
is Steve Filko.  Please let him know if you are 
interested in walking or participating in any 

way.  

Telephone: (610) 838-8426; 

Email: sacfilko@verizon.net. 


