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be well served to prayerfully discern and 
consider what those opportunities are so 
that we might align our resources to better 
pursue them. The challenges before us are 
also great, for pursuing things of great value 
rightly bring with them sacrifice and chal-
lenge. I believe we are up to it; I pray you 
agree. 
   As we begin a new year together I would 
like to invite you into a period of intentional 
discernment. The vestry has appointed a 
vision committee and we have begun work 
with a consultant to design a discernment 
process that will consider: 1. our mission 
opportunities known and yet discovered. 2. 
Evaluate our resources: spiritual, financial, 
properties and program space, and of course 
human. This process will be dependent on 
your participation. The anticipated outcome 
of such a process will give birth to a com-
prehensive vision plan that we can push up 
against as we faithfully pursue our mission. 
You can expect to hear more in January and 
February about this process that will extend 
through the spring. I pray you will be open 
to the invitation for your participation. 
   In this season that begs us to be open to 
God’s stirring of our spirit, I pray God 
moves in your spirit and brings to you hope 
and awe, love and care. May we hold each 
others persons gently as we move boldly 
with courage to where it is God calls us to 
be. 

 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great 
might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bounti-
ful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver 
us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

   Just three weeks ago we marked the be-
ginning of a new chapter in the life of this 
Cathedral church as we celebrated a new 
ministry and you gave me the privilege of 
being installed as your next Dean and Rec-
tor. I rightly begin this ministry of ordained 
leadership with strong and capable col-
leagues in the lay and ordained orders in the 
season of Advent! We look forward to the 
opportunities and challenges that come with 
what it is to be faithful disciples of Jesus 
Christ! I believe we are called to be follow-
ers of the hope born and revealed to us in 
the Person of Jesus of Nazareth. I believe the 
litmus test for all we do as a church is found 
not in how well we support an institution, 
but how courageously and intentionally we 
follow Jesus Christ into the brokenness of 
the world! I believe we do this by each of us, 
each individual inviting the wonder of God’s 
hope into our lives and responding to that 
wonder by owning our place and ministry in 
the world! 
   The opportunities before us as a Cathedral 
congregation are great! I believe we would 

From the Dean... 

 

 Epiphany Brunch for All  
Join us for Brunch to celebrate the Feast 
of the Epiphany on January 6 following 
the 10:30 service. Enjoy food, fellowship, 
fun activities for all ages, and King Cake. 
Who will be crowned this year? All are 
welcome! 



CANON’S CORNER—ANNE KITCH 

Parenting in the Pew 
or What ever Happened to my Prayer Life once I 
Became a Parent? 
 
   Sunday morning becomes something different once you 
have children. Whether you are struggling to get yourselves 
and your infant to church in some kind of timely manner and 
some kind of shape, or you are exasperated by your fourth 
grader’s squabbling with his sibling in the pew, church just 
isn’t the same once you are a parent. Arriving early to have 
quiet time to pray in the pew before the service is replaced 
by a rush out of the house complicated by repeated trips 
back in the door to retrieve diaper bags, church school ma-
terials and appropriate athletic equipment for the game that 
afternoon.   
   In our baptismal service, parents promise to raise their 
child in the Christian faith and life. They are asked, “Will you 
by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the 
full stature of Christ?” The response is not just “I will,” but 
“I will with God’s help.” Christian parenting begins with reli-
ance on God. This promise also illumines the unique ministry 
that parents have with their children: to help them learn 
about God and also how to worship God. 
   Parents are the best at teaching children how to worship 
God. Church School teachers and clergy can be of great 
assistance, but you know your children better than anyone 
else and it is your prayers and witness that will reach deep-
est into their hearts. When it comes to parenting in the 
pew, we all have good days and bad days: just like the rest of 
parenting! Here, I hope, are some helpful tips. 
   Age and personality make a difference. In general, infants 
are fine in church and are often soothed by the music and 
voices. If a child becomes fussy, taking them out for a short 
break is helpful. Once they become more mobile and 
“talkative,” around seven months or so, the nursery is often 
your best bet. We have an excellent Nursery staff. 
   Older toddlers can do well in the service for part of the 
time. Many families will take their children to the nursery for 
the first half of the service, and then bring them up for com-
munion. By age 3½ or so, toddlers can begin to learn to 
participate in parts of the service, singing some of the music, 
joining in with some of the prayers. Usually by age 4, chil-
dren can be present for the entire service, and may enjoy 
participating in our Children’s Chapel offered during the 
10:30 service. 
   Avoid distractions. Teaching your children to worship 
means helping them engage in the service, not distracting 
them from it. Encourage your child to follow along in the 
hymnal or prayer book. Even non-readers like to help hold 
the book. Avoid bringing toys into the pew that are noisy or 
distracting for your child and others. Children will get their 
cue from you that Church is a sacred space in which we 
focus on God. 
   These are just a few suggestions. Most of all, remember 
that children bring their own sense of God and worship with 
them. Listen to your children. Be willing to learn something 
about God from them. You can grow together in faith. 

 

The light, 
the bright guiding light, 
guiding the ordinary and the grand 
     to the source of its remittance. 
 
The light, 
the bright guiding light – 
a star…a comet…a meteorite. 
     No! None of these mere things. 
‘Tis the light incarnate 
born of Mary 
guiding us to this place. 
And what place might that be? 
‘Tis a place of no particularity 
for the light encompasses all. 
 
The light, 
the bright guiding light, 
guiding the ordinary and the grand 
     to the source of its remittance. 
And what might that source be? 
‘Tis the inexplicable love 
     of the Creator’s embrace 
          made real 
               which no darkness can ever diminish. 
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Great European Romantics 
 

Sunday, January 13, 2008 
4 p.m. 

 
Come celebrate the ninth birthday 
of the Payne-Hurd Austin organ 

with Russell Jackson 
at the console! 

 
Suggested Donation $5 

Vestry Versicles 

 

A mea culpa from your Clerk of the Vestry — missed 
deadline. Do, however, read the minutes of Vestry meeting 
that are posted on the Vestry bulletin board in Sayre Hall. 
And, read about the beneficiaries of our Christmas offer-
ing:  ShareCare Faith in Action and Southside Ministries. 
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 ShareCare Faith in Action 
 

  Bowlathon 
 

 Sunday, February 24, 2008 
 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

$25.00 minimum pledge 
Jordan Lanes in Whitehall 

 
Women’s Team Captain-Janet Kolepp  
Men’s Team Captain-Tom Kolepp 
Girl’s Team Captain-Katie Kolepp 
Boy’s Team Captain-Carl Kolepp 
 
Please contact Carol Yale to register for this exciting  
family event: 610-559-5959 or yalewr@rcn.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Dean Pompa, 
 
   I would like to thank you for allowing us to once again use Sayre Hall for our annual Christmas Store. 
Thanks to your continued support, we had another successful year selling the majority of our items at 
unbeatable prices! We had a great turnout, especially from excited young shoppers. 
   In the end, what truly made the store a success was the look of happiness and relief on the faces of 
the children and families when they realized they could afford to buy the new items they desired but 
otherwise could not afford. Thanks again for your continued support and please pass on this thank you 
to the rest of the congregation. 
       Sincerely, 
       Tiana Boyea 
       Program Director 
       South Bethlehem Neighborhood Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beginning January 1, 2008, the South-
side Ministries Better Buy Boutique 
will be open extended hours on Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
You will now be able to shop from 10 
AM to 3:30 PM! Friday hours will be 
from 10:30 AM to 1 PM. Stop in to 
see what’s new in 2008! 

MILLER- 
KEYSTONE 
BLOOD 
CENTER 

Winter is traditionally a difficult time for Miller-Keystone Blood Center as 
holiday activity and increased travel, combined with accidents, inclement 
weather and seasonal illnesses, often prevent people from donating. How-
ever, our community hospitals require blood products every day to care for 
premature infants, trauma and surgery patients, burn victims and cancer pa-
tients. Donating blood is completely safe and easy, and takes less than one 
hour. This holiday season, please give the gift of life. Call Miller-Keystone 
Blood Center at 610-691-5850 to schedule your life-saving donation at their 
Allentown, Bethlehem, Easton or Wind Gap locations today. 



 

2007 Contributions and  
Year-end Statements 

   Contributions received after December 31,  
2007 will not be recorded as received until the  
calendar year 2008.  
   The 2007 year-end statements will be mailed by January 31, 
2008. If you file your 2007 Income Tax Return before receiving 
your year-end contribution statement, some of your contributions 
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ABOUT SOUTH BETHLEHEM 
FIRST MONDAY FORUM 

 

No forum in January. 
The next forum will be 

Monday, February 4, 2008 at 7 p.m. 

 

PARISH REGISTER 

CONSECRATION SUNDAY UPDATE 
 

Estimate of Giving Cards received: 246 
 

Total amount committed: $540,617.37 
 

(as of December 28, 2007) 

 
DEATHS 
  Maria Katalin Ambrose November 19, 2007 
  William L. Root III  December 8, 2007 
 
BIRTHS 
  Gabrielle Lily Rothrock October 25, 2007 
 daughter of Michael and Katicia Rothrock 
 
TRANSFERS 
Tibor and Kicran Baukal, Kathleen Knaack to 
 Trinity, Bethlehem 

JANUARY 
LECTIONARY 

January 6 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
Matthew 2:1-12 

 
January 13 
Isaiah 42:1-9 

Psalm 29 
Acts 10:34-43 

Matthew 3:13-17 
 

January 20 
Isaiah 49:1-7 

Psalm 40:1-12 
1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

John 1:29-42 
 

January 27 
Isaiah 9:1-4 

Psalm 27:1, 5-13 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Matthew 4:12-23 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Episcopal Church Calendars for 2008 are avail-
able on the table in the Narthex for each family in our 
Nativity congregation. A suggested donation of $5 to 
help defray costs would be appreciated. Please use an 
envelope provided and place it in the offering plate. 

 

If you are interested in memorializing 
or honoring a loved one with an offer-
ing of altar flowers to the glory of God 
on a special Sunday, please call the 
church office at 610-865-0727. 
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We called her the Dinner Fairy! Actually, I am sure that God had a hand in putting Diane and Bill 
Krueger in my life.  
 

   Two years ago in November my mother died unexpectedly only eight months after my father 
had died. Having recently lost her own mother, Diane knew of the loss and the big hole a mom 
leaves. Our whole family was struggling but I was having a particularly hard time. I look back 
now and I realize I was in a very long spiritual winter. However, into my grief and mourning 
came Diane Krueger to be a guiding light for me through the tunnel of grief I had to travel. 
   The week after my mom died, she appeared on Wednesday with dinner for our family. It was 
delicious, and comforting. When she left she said, "I'll see you next Wednesday. "I did not know 
it at the time, but Diane had taken on a dinner ministry. I can tell you that on more than one 
occasion, with the house in disarray and no prospects of dinner, Diane would appear at my 
door. On those occasions I remember saying,"Is it Wednesday?" and burst into tears.  
   Diane would check with Jamie, Grace and Henry to get menu suggestions. They called her 
the Dinner Fairy. I remember one week they had plans to be away on Wednesday so she 
brought the meal a day early.  
   At some point, Diane shared that she had decided to continue the meals until the Women's 
Retreat in March. If you count that up, it is a lot of Wednesdays. But when I count it up it is a lot 
of love.  
   Now I want to thank Bill Kreuger because he would see a delicious meal cooking and then 
"POOF" the dinner fairy had whisked it out of the house. So in many ways it was a ministry that 
they shared. They would often come together to deliver the meal and check in. 
 

         Beth Vorosmarti 

How does your story fit into the community of Nativity?  If you would like to share a story 
(great or small) about being thankful for something that has been done by this church, 
its people, or its ministries, please forward it to Jeff Bernardino at 4jeffmk@gmail.com or 
call 610.559.9735.  Unless requested, all stories will be printed anonymously. 

What’s Your 
Story ? 

Here is a story from one of your fellow parishioners: 

ADULT FORUM 

Sundays 9-10am 
The Story of Anglicanism and the History of the 

Episcopal Church 

January 6th – February 3 
Special Guest Appearance by Anglican Theologian  

Richard Hooker on January 20th 

TUESDAY TEACHINGS 

January 8th – 29th 
7-8:30pm in Good Shepherd Chapel, lower level 

Misbehavin’ Monarchs Part II: The Divided Kingdom 

All are welcome to join this fun-filled bible study 
and discussion of the history of the Kings of Israel. 
Books can be purchased at the class for $15. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

EPIPHANY — Saturday, January 5, 5 p.m. and Sunday, January 6, 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
EPIPHANY BRUNCH — Sunday, January 6 after 10:30 a.m. service, Sayre Hall 
 
TUESDAY TEACHINGS resumes — January 8, 7 p.m.  
     Misbehavin’ Monarchs Part II: The Divided Kingdom 
 
CATHEDRAL CLASSICS Organ Birthday Recital — January 13, 4 p.m. 
 
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY — Office Closed 
 


