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   “Each year, God asks us to shed one more 
coat of awareness, one more dream state 
and come alive to the vision of God’s plan 
for each of us and the world-at-large. 
   “The older we get, the harder this is to 
do. As children we had a sense of wonder. 
Our eyes were wide open and drinking in 
the fascinating gifts we beheld…Our thirsty 
souls could not have enough of the wonders 
of creation. 
   “Then, somehow, we grew too old to 
dream. We tired of the abundance of the 
world, or at least grew weary of keeping up 
with the feast of life, and stepped away from 
the banquet of life. 
   “The natural gift of wonder God gave us as 
children was meant to be kept alive. Instead 
we let wonder go to sleep. We entered the 
typical dream state of most humans. 
   “Why else does Jesus tell us today, ‘Stay 
awake!’…Advent says, ‘Wake up and realize 
the gifts of love you have received.’ 
   “Psychology says, ‘Let go.’ Spirituality says, 
‘Wake up.’ In both cases there is a with-
drawal from the busyness of daily life (our 
dream state) and a waking up to the subcon-
scious and spiritual depths of ourselves.” 

Sleeper’s Wake 
 

“Sleeper’s Wake!”  A voice astounds us, 
the shout of rampart guards surrounds us: 
“Awake, Jerusalem arise!” 
Midnights peace their cry has broken, 
their urgent summons clearly spoken, 
“The time has come, O maidens wise! 
Rise up, and give us light,  
the Bridegroom is in sight! 
Alleluia! Your lamps prepare and hasten there, 
that you the wedding feast may share!” 
 

   Advent! Time to wake up! Each morning in 
my household a voice, sometimes gentle, 
sometimes not, cries out to the sleepers in 
their state of sleep and peace, “Time to 
wake up!” Typically the breathing pattern 
changes and bodies arouse, the moment 
between sleep and waking! New breathing 
for a new day! This moment is Advent! 
What can we expect? What can our bodies 
be getting ready for? The Holy we pray. 
   The Rev. Alfred McBride from his work O. 
Praem., THE PRIEST, Oct. ‘87, p.26 says it this 
way, 

SUNDAY 
DECEMBER 2 

5 P.M. 
led by the cathedral Choir 
 

DINNER &  
ADVENT WREATHS 

Following the service, 
please come to Sayre Hall 
for food and fellowship. 
There will be an advent 
dinner following by wreath 
making. All supplies to 
make an Advent wreath 

for your household will be provided, 
along with fun children’s activities. If 
you have a wreath form from last year, 
please return it. Forms can be placed in 
the box on the stage in Sayre Hall. 

PAST & PRESENT LUNCHEON 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6 

Program at 11 a.m. 
“Creating Little Blessings” 

Luncheon: 12 p.m. 
Sayre Hall Dining Room 

Canon Anne Kitch will share with us 
how she came to write children’s 
books. Copies of all her books will be 
available for purchase and she will be 
happy to sign copies. 
Invite all your friends 
and as always, enjoy the 
fellowship and great 
food. Please call Sarah 
Norwine 610-954-8052 
or Pam Bayliss 670-798-
7671 if you need a ride. 

From the Dean... 



CANON’S CORNER—ANNE KITCH 

LISTEN 
   My father has a beautiful voice. Many of my favorite child-
hood memories are wrapped in the sounds of his deep melo-
dious speaking, particularly in prayer. For me, Advent always 
resonates with my father’s renditions of the Advent Collects 
at our dinner table. As we lit the family Advent wreath each 
night at dinner, my father would pray one of the Advent Col-
lects from the Book of Common Prayer. Thus a bridge from 
parish to home was built and lovingly maintained over the 
years. 
   A collect is a particular kind of prayer, well used in the 
Anglican tradition. It is a prayer that summarizes or 
“collects” our thoughts or intercessions. In our church, there 
is a collect assigned to each Sunday in the church year, as 
well as saints’ days and various occasions. So there is a col-
lect for each week in Advent and the ones found in the 1979 
Book of Common Prayer are virtually the same as those I 
heard in my church growing up. 
   The first Sunday of Advent we pray, “Almighty God, give 
us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light…” As we head toward the darkest time of the 
year, this image of arming ourselves with light is encourag-
ing. But it is not only the darkness of winter gloom that I 
want to shield myself from this time of year. I desperately 
want to shield myself from the anxiety of the season, the 
speeding up of the days toward a frenzied holiday, the pres-
sure to satisfy longing, mine and others, with the “perfect 
gift.” 
   And so as we light the Advent candles around our dinner 
table and I hear the echo of my father’s voice in prayer, I 
pray also that this circle of light can shield my family from 
the frantic pace of a world that knows nothing of the peace of 
Christ. And I hope it calls us more into the chairos of God’s 
time, where there is plenty of for all. Plenty of peace. Plenty 
of time. Plenty of comfort. 
   In the cacophony of the season, I listen for my father’s 
voice and it brings me to a deep pool of faith and comfort. 
What voices do you listen to during this time? Which ones 
are the voices of peace? 

Unlike youthful fairy tales  
     everything does not have a happy 
ending 
          at least not 
              in the world in which I live.  
 
Surrounded daily am I 
     with the litter of unfulfilled dreams. 
          Too many pains fill my me 
               causing tears to wet these eyes of mine. 
     Midst growling stomachs to fill 
          absurdly expensive houses are built 
              while cars and 'neath bridges are places to live. 
          then as hospitals grow 
               and medical wonders are pronounced 
                   many die of negligence.  
          While parents ignore educational needs, 
              minds and gifts grow ever dimmer. 
          Abuse by the abused against the abused  
               seems to increase geometrically. 
         As if reminders were needed 
              wars and rumors of war  
                   and genocides  
                         are popping up everywhere. 
         Midst all this and more 
              even worse is the blindness of many,  
                    and I speak not of the physical kind. 
 
I must never allow the hopelessness 
     that ushers in with the blindness of which I speak  
          to rub off on me. 
Yet, it occurs to my me  
     how can I really help  
          unless I run the risk  
               of the hopelessness of that touch. 
 
Though the hope of which I speak  
     so often fills my me,  
          I feel as if some wondrous drug 
               has inoculated me 
                    but still too often a darkness descends. 
 
Everything does not have a happy ending or does it? 
 
Thank you, Lord, for the hope  
     that comes to us at Christmas. 

VIEWS  
FROM 
YOUR  

CANON  
MISSIONER 
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CREATIVELY ENCOUNTERING GOD 
Sunday Adult Forums 

 

December 2 Rivers & Tides: Exploring an excerpt 
  from this film about Scottish environ-
  mental sculptor Andy Goldsworthy 
December 9 Moses and the Burning Bush: 
  Meeting God on Holy Ground 
December 16 Music and The prophet: Reflecting on 
  Felix Mendelssohn’s oratorio Elijah 
 

ABOUT SOUTH BETHLEHEM 
FIRST MONDAY 

DECEMBER 3, 2007 
7 to 8:30 p.m. — Sayre Hall 

TOPIC: Sands BethWorks 
Presented by Mr. Robert DeSalvio 

President, Sands BethWorks 

All are welcome! 
There will not be an About South Bethlehem in January. 
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Vestry Versicles 
   This Fall, your Vestry has been working on a number of projects while getting to 
know our new Dean and Rector—and he, us. 
   Many of the problems facing the physical plant have been addressed, thanks to Senior 
Warden Raymond Arcario, Junior Warden James Vorosmarti, Roseann Miller and the 
Property committee. A list of accomplishments is available. Repairs range from replace-
ment of stolen downspouts and remedial work on the Baptistry wall (restoration to 
begin in the Spring) to installation of a new sound system, electrical work and an iron 
gate to the entrance of the Thrift Shop. 
   The Vestry turned its attention to the 2008 budget proposal and began overall discus-
sion of line items and sources of funds. To meet projected expenses, projected pledge 
income for the 2008 budget is more than $735,000. Vestry will continue its review at 
December meeting, as more definitive results of Consecration Sunday efforts will be 
available.  
   Communications with New Bethany Ministries were discussed and Vestry agreed that 
forthcoming actions considered by New Bethany continue to be directed to the Vestry 
with the Senior Warden as the point person for special actions. The Vestry will invite 
the Rev. Mr. Kuntze to present his projected plans for NB at a future Vestry meeting. 
   New Bethany has requested the possibility of donations of non-food items/personal 
products. Martha Capwell-Fox agreed to spearhead the effort to incorporate this drive 
with the food pantry drive for South Bethlehem Neighborhood Center. 
   Over the past two months additional topics for discussion included plans for the Ves-
try Retreat, Diocesan Convention (completed) and the New Hope Campaign, underway.  
   The Vestry also voted to distribute the 2007 Christmas offering to two local organiza-
tions: ShareCare Faith in Action and Southside Ministries. Descriptions of their missions 
will be posted on the Vestry bulletin board in Sayre Hall.  

 
   Estimate of Giving Cards received: 
          227 

            Total amount committed:  
       $510,650 

An open letter to the members of the Cathedral dated October 20, 2007… 
 
Dear Tony, 
   It is my honor and privilege to bring you greetings from the 136th Diocesan Convention of the Diocese of Bethlehem At 
that Convention, the following resolution was adopted unanimously: 

 Whereas we are talking about coming home, we also welcome back the Dean-Elect of this vital  
 cathedral — the Very Rev. Tony Pompa-who not only began his church life in Jim Thorpe, but  
 served in this very place for four years as a new priest. Welcome home to you, too! Whereas this  
 Cathedral — our diocesan home away from home — has for yet another year provided generous  
 hospitality in a multitude of forms for this annual family gathering — be it resolved that this  
 Convention expresses its deep gratitude and appreciation to the  Dean-elect, the staff, choir, and  
 the many members of the Cathedral involved in the facilitation of our activities, and in general, for  
 their “care of the diocesan flock” during these important days. (And special thanks to the cathedral  
 Jazz band for their joy-filled entertainment at last night’s banquet!) 

   I trust this finds you well. All send their very best wishes for your continuing health and happiness. 

       In His service, 
       The Rev. Canon George C. Loeffler 
       Secretary of the Diocese 

DECEMBER 
LECTIONARY 

December 2 
Isaiah 2:1-5 
Psalm 122 

Romans 13:11-14 
Matthew 24:36-44 

December 9 
Isaiah 11:1-10 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
Romans 15:4-13 
Matthew 3:1-12 

December 16 
Isaiah 35:1-10 
Psalm 146:4-9 
James 5:7-10 

Matthew 11:2-11 

December 23 
Isaiah 7:10-16 

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
Romans 1:1-7 

Matthew 1:18-25 

December 30 
Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

Psalm 147 
Galatians 3:23-35; 4:4-7 

John 1:1-18 



DEATHS 
  Lala Leach  November 2, 2007 
  Mary “Pat” Phillips November 13, 2007 
  Helen Frankenfield November  15, 2007 
  Dorothy S. Wetzel November 21, 2007 
  John Conklin  November 26, 2007 
 

BAPTISMS 
November 4, 2007 
  Isabella Ana Diaz, daughter of Jessica Cleffi and 
 Jose Diaz Jr. 
  Charlotte Grace Domalewski, daughter of Craig  
 and Melissa Domalewski 
  Grace Maureen Pesavento, daughter of Michael 
 and Sonja Pesavento 
  Joshua Mark Pesavento, son of Michael and Sonja 
 Pesavento 
 

TRANSFERS TO THE CATHEDRAL 
  Franklin and Barbara Hohe 
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MUSIC IN DECEMBER 
There are three exciting musical  
events happening this month, and we  
hope you can make them all!  
December 2 (5 PM) is our annual  
Advent Lessons & Carols service --  
a procession from darkness to light, with great music reflect-
ing this season of preparation. 
December 16 is our annual performance of Handel's Mes-
siah, and this year it is held at the cathedral (4 PM) featuring 
the Choral Society, Cathedral Choir, invited guests, instru-
mentalists and soloists -- Don't miss out on this extravaganza! 
December 24 is Christmas Eve (surprise)! In addition to 
great festive music will be Howells' Here is the little door, 
Brumby's En Belen tocan a fuego, and the Prelude will feature 
one of the Bach Cello Suites played by Debbie Davis, 5 p.m. 
and 10:30 PM.    RJ 

SOUTHSIDE MINISTRIES THRIFT SHOP 

   Stop in at The Better Buy Thrift Shop for your 
Christmas shopping during the month of December. 
The clothing is plentiful and the selection is great. Shop 
for yourself or for family and friends.  
   The shop is open from 10 AM to 3 PM, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, and on Fridays from 
10:30 AM to 1 PM. December 21 is the last day for 
shopping before the shop closes for the holidays.  
   Stop in to see the beautiful, clean, inexpensive cloth-
ing that is available for men, women, and children. All 
proceeds from the shop benefit the programs of South-
side Ministries.  
   From everyone at SSM -- May God continue to bless 
you as you celebrate the birth of the Newborn King!  

PARISH REGISTER 

Candidates are needed for the following positions: 
• 5 Vestry 
• 3 Nominating Committee 
• 2 Delegates and 1 Alternate to Diocesan Convention 

Are you being 
called to serve? 

   The Nominating Committee is in the process of reviewing last 
year’s Committee’s work, coordinating with the Vestry on what 
skills sets are currently represented and determining what might 
be needed. In order to accomplish this we need your prayers and 
support. 
   If you feel a call to one of these vital ministries or may know 
someone with the leadership skills needed, please feel free to con-
tact one of the committee members below. 

Nominating Committee: 
 Kit Hower (Chair): 610-797-4309 
 Dee Montgomery: 610-691-2889 
 Jeremy Joiner: 610-559-9735 
 Jeff Bernardino (Vestry Rep): 610-559-9735 
 Chip Montgomery (Vestry Rep): 610-691-4387 

Keystone Miller Blood Bank 
Sunday, December 9 
12 to 3 p.m. in Sayre Hall 
Call Judy Doell at  
610-393-8102 to set up an  
appointment.  

FIRST NIGHT  
BETHLEHEM 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
DECEMBER 31, 2007 
The Cathedral will host three  
performing groups as part of  
the First Night Bethlehem on Mon-
day, December 31. The Donovan Roberts Trio will 
perform at 6 p.m., Bluzin’ at 7 and Sarah Ayers Band 
from 9:30 to 11 p.m. The J2A class will be serving 
hearty soups, garden salad, hot dogs, coffee, es-
presso, latte, hot tea, cold beverages, assorted pas-
tries, cakes and cookies as a fundraiser for their 
pilgrimage in 2008. For  questions or additional 
information, please call Meg Seltzer at 610-865-
3699 or Janet Kolepp at 610-954-9582. 
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What’s Your Story ? 

Here is a story from one of  
your fellow parishioners: 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
December 2, Monday 5 p.m. 
   Advent Lessons & Carols,  
   Dinner & Wreath-making 
December 3, Monday 7 p.m. 
   About South Bethlehem Forum 
December 6, Thursday 11 a.m. 
   Past & Present Program & Lunch 
December 9, Sunday 12 to 3 p.m. 
   Keystone Miller Blood Drive 
December 16, Sunday 3 p.m. 
   Handel’s Messiah by Choral Society & Cathedral Choir 
December 22, Saturday 5 p.m. 
   Annual Church School Christmas Pageant  
December 24, Noon through Wed., December 26 
   Cathedral Office will be closed 
December 24, Monday 5 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. 
   Christmas Eve services with Bishop Paul Marshall  
December 25, Tuesday 10 a.m. 
   Holy Eucharist, Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
December 26, Wednesday 9 a.m. 
   Holy Eucharist, St. Stephen  
December 27, Thursday 9 a.m. 
   Holy Eucharist, St. John 
December 28, Friday 9 a.m. 
   Holy Eucharist, Holy Innocents 
December 30, Sunday 10:30 a.m.  
   Service of Nine Lessons & Carols 
December 31, Monday 6 p.m. 
   First Night Bethlehem 
December 31 and January 1 
   Cathedral Office will be closed 

   Each year we are asked to pick a food slip or 
two to help our young people fill Thanksgiving 
baskets for the needy.  
   When my friend and I compared we found that 
she was asked to bring a can of corn and I was 
asked to bring a TURKEY! NOT FAIR!!! I am over 
85, do not drive - how am I to go buy a turkey, 
get it to church - besides it's NOT FAIR!  She was 
only asked to bring canned corn! 
   The next Sunday Dean Cluett opened his ser-
mon with these words: What if Canon Kitch said, 
"I don't want to do the kid stuff anymore."  What 
if Canon Atkinson said, "I don't want to do the 
street stuff anymore." I sat there thinking "What 
if I don't do the turkey?" Sometimes we need a 
great sermon to wake us up! 
   I found a friend to drive me to the market, 
bought the turkey, delivered it to the church and 
posted this note on my fridge: IF IT IS TO BE, IT 
IS UP TO ME! 
   How does your story fit into the community of 
Nativity? If you would like to share a story (great 
or small) about being thankful for something that 
has been done by this church, its people, or its 
ministries, please forward it to Jeff Bernardino at 
4jeffmk@gmail.com or call 610-559-9735. Unless 
requested, all stories will be printed anony-
mously. 

 
SATURDAY 

DECEMBER 22 
5 P.M. 

 
Please Note:  

There will not be a 5 p.m.  
Holy Eucharist on this day. 

All Church School students are invited to participate 
in the  annual Christmas pageant. Rehearsals will be 
during Church school and the Dress rehearsal will be 
Saturday morning, December 22 from 9:30 to 11:30 
a.m. For more information, please contact Pageant 
Director Pam Bayliss at 610-798-7671 or speak to 
your church school teacher.  

Two Advent calendars online: 
 

   Trinity Wall Street puts a multimedia spin on an old-
fashioned tradition with the launch of its online Advent Cal-
endar, Getting Ready: An Advent Calendar of Hope. Beginning 
December 2, visit www.trinitywallstreet.org to explore the 
essential Advent themes of hope, peace, love, and joy via a 
virtual calendar that each day reveals a message of inspira-
tion, a call to action, and links to related resources. Using the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) as the backbone of 
the calendar, many of the “doors” will open to reveal oppor-
tunities for sustaining the environment, supporting relief or-
ganizations, and volunteering individual talents.  

The fourth annual online Advent calendar of the Diocese 
of Washington will be available on December 1. Look for it 
at www.edow.org. Beneath each "window" in the calendar, 
visitors will find a photograph of one of the figures from the 
annual crèche exhibit at Washington National Cathedral and 
links to a daily meditation, a daily carol (courtesy of the choir 
of Trinity Church Wall Street) and a giving opportunity 
(many of them culled from Episcopal Relief and Develop-
ment's annual Gifts for Life Catalog at www.er-d.org/
waystogive. Calendars from the past three years can be seen 
at www.edow.org/spirituality/advent. 
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ADVENT 4 
Christmas Pageant, Saturday, December 22, 5 p.m.    FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, December 23, 8 a.m.       Saturday, December 29, 5 p.m. 
Sunday, December 23, 10:30 a.m.         Sunday, December 30, 8 a.m. 
                 Sunday, December 30, 10:30 a.m. 
              ~ Nine Lessons & Carols 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
Monday, December 24, 5 p.m. 
Monday, December 24, 10:30 p.m. 
Bishop Paul Marshall, Celebrant & 
   Preacher at both services 
             THE HOLY NAME
             Wednesday, January 2, 9 a.m. 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
Tuesday, December 25, 10 a.m. 
                 THE EPIPHANY 
                 Saturday, January 5, 5 p.m. 
CHRISTMAS WEEK                  Sunday, January 6, 8 a.m. 
Wednesday, December 26, 9 a.m. — St. Stephen        Sunday, January 6, 10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, December 27, 9 a.m. — St. John 
Friday, December 28, 9 a.m. — The Holy Innocents 


