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    I have been carefully listening  in this season of “harvest time” to the stories that I hear. I 
recently was gifted by the witness of two members of the Cathedral community as they 
shared stories about their lives and their understanding of God’s activity in their lives. I was 
interested to note that these two stories, though shared individually at different times and 
in different contexts, had one amazing similarity. The similarity was that as each speaker 
shared their commitment to the service of others, they both claimed that the event that 
informed them most in their “attitude of service” came to them as children! Each person 
offered that the values which are the basis for their understanding of service to God and 
their neighbors were planted in them through childhood relationships, in this case with 
their mothers!  
   Perhaps Jesus was on to something when he placed children in the midst of a circle of 
adults and explained that the message of the Kingdom belonged to such as these. Perhaps 
he reminds us that in the simplistic and innocent heart of one who is like a child comes the 
openness to receive and respond to the awe of God! How easy it is for us adults to allow 
those worldly things that come with adult responsibilities become the stumbling block for 
our spiritual growth. In our efforts to be “adult,” mature, successful, we distance ourselves 
from our souls. I believe when we are open to dance, to sing, to play, we become more 
ourselves and discover more fully God’s spirit implanted in us. In a season where we are 
asked to give back generously to a loving God with our time and our talent and our treas-
ure, I ask you first perhaps to dance, to sing, to play.  
   When do you remember your first frolic with God? When were the building blocks of  
your understanding of yourself as a child of God first laid? I share this poem with you that I 
wrote two autumns ago as I visited the yard of the Asa Packer Mansion in Jim Thorpe. I 
was reminded of my childhood as we played in the leaves, and there I experienced God. 

Sacred Ground 
Memories of a childhood on a crisp fall day 

Tony Pompa 
 

Memories of a childhood lost 
Innocence, beauty, wonder, discovery 

 
Found in the silence of gently falling leaves 

In the crispness of the life-filled air 
In the light shining through producing radiance 

 
Bringing to birth-Yes Birth! 

A sense of majesty; of mystery 
Of serenity, of peace, of safety 

 
This is it! The great discovery 

Simplicity, beauty…….Sacred Ground 
 

Ground to dance, to dream, to imagine, to play, 
A celebration of the Holy that I am. 

 
In the gentle falling of the leaves, 

the glimmer, no, glowing of my very heart, very soul 
has no denying……………Awe!! 



CANON’S CORNER—ANNE KITCH 
Womanhood and Manhood are gifts from God.  
Adulthood must be earned. 
 

   Womanhood and Manhood are gifts from God. Adulthood 
must be earned. These two concepts are key to the Jour-
ney to Adulthood spiritual formation program that we use 
with our youth here at Nativity. As we all know, children 
grow into men and women. Whether we pay attention or 
not, nurture them or not, their biological selves mature. But 
what about the rest? What about their spiritual, social 
selves? 
   The Journey to Adulthood program is a spiritual formation 
program that helps our young people grow into mature 
adults and Christians. It follows the imperatives of the Bap-
tismal Covenant and enables young people to discover and 
experience the love of God. It provides a liturgical frame for 
their experience in our modern culture. It instructs them in 
skills they need to be adult participants in Church and soci-
ety. 
   The program is divided into three segments, each of which 
is 2-years long: Rite 13, J2A (Journey to Adulthood) and 
YAC (Young Adults in the Church). Rite 13 is named for 
the Rite 13 ceremony, which honors the young people when 
they turn 13. Young people begin this program in 6th or 7th 
grade. After having completed 2 years in Rite 13, they move 
on to J2A. In J2A they focus more on learning faithful living.  
After 2 years in J2A they prepare for confirmation. Thus 
they are being confirmed in 9th or 10th grade. After their 
confirmation, the J2A class goes on a Pilgrimage, to cement 
their understanding that confirmation is a doorway to fur-
ther spiritual development. They spend their final high 
school years in YAC as they become more fully integrated 
into the life of their congregation and the Church as young 
adults.  
   You may or may not have a child involved in this spiritual 
formation program. But I guarantee you will see these young 
people. This month we will celebrate a Rite 13 ceremony 
with some of our youth. Our J2A class is busy planning their 
pilgrimage for next summer. The members of our YAC class 
continue to take on leadership roles in the church and reach 
out to the community around us. The 40 youth (grades 7-
12) involved in our programs are a vibrant part of our com-
munity. They are excited about their faith. They love their 
church. They have many gifts to offer the Body of Christ.  
Please pray for them and all the adult leaders who make this 
program soar. 

Old Frail Mary 
Old frail Mary 
the too large coat you inevitably wore 
no matter the season of the year 
seemingly weighing more than you. 
 

Yet, every day 
you inched your way 
down that steep Fourth Street hill 
to New Bethany’s Fourth Street kitchen 
and later in the day 
more slowly now than before 
up the hill you went again. 
 

Old frail Mary 
reassuringly expressed 
on that soft face of yours 
was the gentleness of a smile 
too wondrous to behold 
and the softness of your voice 
sounded of a tenderness 
Angels must have enjoyed. 
 

Old frail Mary 
lent her loveliness 
to us a motley crew 
in a place too filled with pain 
but now her light is gone 
and though we’ve been changed 
it’s not the same 
without her here. 
 

   Joel Atkinson 
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Friday, November 2, 7 p.m. 
A liturgical Requiem Mass 
celebrated by the Bishop 
Setting:  Duruflé Requiem 

sung by the Cathedral Choir 

ADULT FORUM 
Sundays 9 to 10 a.m. in Sayre Hall 

Nov 4, 11  George Herbert: Priest and Great Poet of Inner 
     Weather Professor Jill Stephen from Muhlenberg 
     College will explore some of the great works of 
     George Herbert, an Anglican priest and re-
     nowned poet. 
Nov 18     Stewardship — Dan Charney, our Diocesan 
     Stewardship officer will speak. 
Nov 25      TBA 



PAGE 3  THE PARISH VISITOR VOLUME 66,  ISSUE 3 

What’s Your Story? 
   Fifth grade was a year of difficulties for my family and me, 
but I had a bright spot at school on Wednesdays – band. 
Our band teacher had energy and a sense of humor; she was 
wonderful! We all loved band. Then she left our school to 
give birth to her daughter. I missed her so much I cried.  
   About 34 years later I had another difficult year. Glenn and 
I had moved to Bethlehem from Baltimore and joined Nativ-
ity. Glenn's cancer returned and he died. As I was struggling 
to cope with the loss, I decided to see what the quilt group at 
Nativity was about. I needed friends and I loved quilting.  
   As I walked up to about 12 older ladies and wondered if 
they would accept me — there she was — my band teacher, 
Mrs. Deininger. She remembered that I was in her Wednes-
day band and played the flute. That day I made 12 or so very 
special friends. These ladies not only accepted me, they show-
ered me with affection and friendship for the next ten years. I 
found another bright spot on Wednesdays, just like back in 
fifth grade.  
   Jackie Deininger asked me to call her "Mama Lama," the 
name her daughter, Celeste, and her son-in-law, Paul, used. 
She adopted me.  
   Another quilter, Betty Swift, always made me laugh and 
called me "the kid." Betty made awesome crafts and sold 
them at a specialty shop in New Hampshire. She inspired me 
to go back into my design business. What a pal. 
   Along the way when I felt confused or sad, Ginny Quigg, 
also widowed at an early age, would share her wisdom and 
wonderful common sense. She was my rock.  
   Kitty Malloy was an inspiration to us all, but especially to 
me. She had an amazing work ethic and she always served 
others modestly and lovingly. What a role model. We all miss 
her.  
   Each quilter gave me a kind ear and encouragement with 
Christ-like love. It helped me to heal. God blessed me with 
this wonderful group of nurturing, talented and wise women 
of Nativity. I couldn't have made it without them. Lord, thank 
you for Wednesdays!!! 
    Beverly Craul 

Vestry Versicles 
   This column will bring you highlights of recent Vestry 
meetings. In addition, approved minutes of meetings will be 
posted on the bulletin board in Sayre Hall. The meeting held 
August 20, 2007, marked the first with Dean Pompa. 
   Among the important activities discussed were Consecra-
tion Sunday with guest speaker The Rev. Tim Mulder and the 
importance of informing the parish of the results of this pro-
gram as quickly as possible. Senior Warden Raymond Ar-
cario announced that the budget process for the next year 
will begin immediately. Budget requests are due October 1. 
   Other activities discussed were Nativity Fest (9/9) chaired 
by Cathy Bailey; Diocesan Convention (10/12,13) and its 
requirements; and the forthcoming Vestry Retreat (10/5,6) 
to be led by Dean Pompa. The launch of the New Hope 
Campaign was reviewed and it was reported that results of 
the "silent" portion of the campaign were positive. 
   Outside contracts have been secured to provide facilities 
services. Cressman will take care of exterior grounds and 
SparKleen will provide interior cleaning of Sayre Hall and the 
Welcome Place. Cleaning of the church will continue to be 
handled by staff. Contracts will be reviewed in six months. 

SOUTHSIDE MINISTRIES AWARDED GRANT 
 

   On September 27, SSM President Gene Novak and SSM Coordinator Barbara Taylor received a check for $2,250 from Beth-
lehem Mayor John Callahan at City Hall. The check was one of 12 awarded to local organizations to work with children and 
youth. The grant is part of the money from the federally-funded Route 222 Corridor Anti-Gang Initiative. 
     SSM will use the grant monies to establish a Friday evening program for elementary school children. Each evening will include 
a meal, arts and crafts, music, games, and time for talking and sharing with the adults from the six SSM congregations who vol-
unteer to work with the children.  
     The goal is for the children both to have fun in a safe place and to build healthy relationships with responsible adults from the 
community as an alternative to finding entertainment and relationships in a gang. SSM must submit a final report at the end of 
the school year. 
     The program will be monitored by the Bethlehem Gang Prevention Task Force. SSM Directing Council members Canon Joel 
Atkinson and Anne Evans serve on the Task Force. SSM sends a special “THANK YOU” to Anne for her work in helping to 
write the SSM grant proposal.  
     Adult volunteers from our congregation are needed to get this once-a-month ministry started. If you will share one or two 
Friday evenings between now and May, please call SSM Coordinator Barbara Taylor at 610-865-9405. Please leave your name 
and telephone number, and Barbara will be in touch with you. Help to make this ministry a reality. This is a wonderful opportu-
nity for SSM and for the children! 

Daylight Savings  
 

Ends  
 

November 4 

Childcare Provider  
Openings  

Childcare Providers are needed 
for the nursery to care for in-
fants and toddlers during 
church services (Sundays 7:45 
a.m. to 12 p.m.) and on other 
occasions as needed. These are 
paid positions that require child 
care experience, PA back-
ground check, and attendance 
at church-sponsored workshop 
on the prevention of child 
abuse. Contact:  Tammy 
Gordon, Nursery Coordinator 
at 610-746-4714. 



MARRIAGES 
October 20, 2007 
 Erik Roberts and Tiffany Dziura 
 
DEATHS 
September 30, 2007 
 Carl F. Miller 
October 3, 2007 
 Elmer J. McElroy 
October 13, 2007 
 Margaret J. (Peggy) Webb 
 
TRANSFERS 
 Sarah Scarpino to St. Alban’s  
  Episcopal, Davidson, NC 
 Erika Velho to First Presbyterian, 
  Bethlehem 
 Pat J. Cowley to Trinity Episcopal, 
  Easton 
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NOVEMBER LECTIONARY 

 
November 4 

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4 
Psalm 119:137-144 

2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
November 11 
Haggai 1:15b-2:9 

Psalm 145:1-5, 18-21 
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 

Luke 20:27-38 
 

November 18 
Isaiah 65:17-25 

Canticle 9 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

Luke 21:5-19 
 

November 25 
Jeremiah 23:1-6 

Canticle 4 
Colossians 1:11-20 

Luke 23:33-43 

PARISH REGISTER 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
Celebration of New Ministry  

and Installation of  
The Very Rev. Anthony R. Pompa 

Sunday, November 18, 5 p.m. 

Cathedral Classics 
Sunday, November 25, 4 p.m. 

Music for Tenor and Oboe 
Gregory Oaten, tenor 
Cheryl Bishkoff, oboe 
Suggested donation $5 
Reception following 

Southside Ministries’ 
     Community  
Thanksgiving Service 
  Cathedral Church  
     of the Nativity 
November 21 — 7 p.m. 

Pastors from the six SSM churches will serve as worship 
leaders. Bring non-perishable food items for South Bethle-
hem Neighborhood Center’s food bank. Show we are 
blessed by being a blessing to others! There will be re-
freshments after worship.  

   THURSDAY 

   NOVEMBER 22 

   10 a.m. 
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Annoucing the Arrival of Barbara Crafton’s Latest Book! 
Mary and Her Miracle: The Christmas Story Retold 
 

This delightful story imagines the Christmas narrative from Nazareth to Bethlehem. It’s Mary’s story, 
and it’s told with gentle humor, lively imagination, and a sense of wonder. Each chapter is beautifully  
and tenderly illustrated by acclaimed portrait artist Dianne Robbins, a lovely addition to every  
family’s Christmas tradition. 
 

Meet Barbara Crafton at a special book signing at Stone Soup Studio, Bethlehem,  
on December 9 from 12 ‘til 4. 

Thank you for a successful Consecration Sunday weekend! 
Your generosity will help support our worship, education programs, and the many ministries of our church. Please have all 
Estimate of Giving cards to the church office by November 30. 
 

The Consecration Sunday committee would like to thank the Nativity clergy, church staff, ushers, and the following  
individuals who contributed to the success of this stewardship program: 
 

 
 
 
 
Updated results will be posted in Sayre Hall, announced at all November services, and published in all Sunday bulletins for  
November. Final results will be published in the January 2008 Parish Visitor. 

• Jenifer Gamber • Laura Drum • Jeff Bernardino 

• William Yale • Roseann Miller • Father Tim Mulder 

 

     If you would like to remember or give thanks for a loved one by contributing toward the Christmas poinsettias in the 
Chancel of the Cathedral, please complete this form. The form should be sent along with a donation of your choice and 
the names of those you wish to remember or give thanks for. Please return forms to the Cathedral Office no later than 
Friday, December 7, or you may place them in the offering plate on Sunday. 
     The names will appear in the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day service bulletins. Volunteers will deliver the plants 
to the sick and shut-in members of the parish after Christmas. 
 

Your Name__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Amount of Donation ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Thanksgiving for__________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

  Nativity Youth Prepare Thanksgiving Baskets 
    As they have in the past, our youth will again be collecting food to fill baskets for           
    20 local families. Your contributions of canned food, turkey coupons, and money  
    for shopping are much appreciated. Food slips with particular requests will be  
    distributed at church. Baskets will be prepared and delivered on Sunday,  
    November 18. 
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 UPCOMING EVENTS 

November 2, Friday 7 p.m. — Duruflé Requiem for All Souls’ Day 
 
November 4 — Daylight Savings Time Ends 
 
November 18, Sunday 5 p.m. — Celebration of New Ministry and Installation of  
       The Very Rev. Anthony R. Pompa 
 
November 21, Wednesday 7 p.m. — Southside Ministries’ Community Thanksgiving Service & Reception 
 
November 22, Thursday 10 a.m. — Thanksgiving Day Worship 
 
November 22 and 23, Thursday and Friday — Cathedral Office Closed 
 
November 25, Sunday 4 p.m. — Cathedral Classics: Music for Tenor and Oboe 
 
December 2, Sunday 12 p.m. — Pastoral Visitors’ Meeting & Training 
 
December 3, Monday 7 p.m. — About South Bethlehem Forum 
 
December 6, Thursday 11 a.m. — Past & Present Luncheon  
 
December 16, Sunday 4 p.m. — Handel’s Messiah 
 


