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synch with our financial  reporting require-
ments and has added some of his own. In addi-
tion to having our own manager on the ground 
during the construction time, two members of 
our diocese will be making quarterly inspection 
trips. Moneys will be administered here from 
our Diocesan Trust, on a pay-as-you go basis.  
   The good news is that during the summer 
we have received gifts and pledges of half of 
our goal amount of $3.6 million. Now we are 
in the larger phase of the campaign and I ask 
you to join me in making a truly sacrificial gift 
to this work. You can target your gift for Penn-
sylvania or Sudan if that’s what you hear God 
saying to you in particular.  
   You can adopt specific projects: For exam-
ple: $100,000 will establish the homeless shel-
ter in Scranton. $25,000 builds a school. 
$5,000 a classroom. If you like, gifts can be 
designated as memorials, and the Sudanese are 
very good about erecting memorial plaques or 
markers. 
   We can pay our pledges over a five year 
period, on a weekly, monthly, or annual sched-
ule. 
   I close by recalling that there is something in 
this project for us. 
   First, when we share a vision and work for it 
together, God creates community that tran-
scends other issues that tend to divide or irri-
tate us. The “Anglican Communion” means 
many things to many people—here we see 
communion in its essence, relationship in 
Christ enacted for the common good. 
   Second, there is the fact, proven over and 
over in our diocese and elsewhere, that partici-
pation in a capital fund drive increases regular 
pledging because people know themselves to 
be committed to something important. 
   Last and most important, when we give sacri-
ficially, we participate in Christ’s own self-
emptying. In doing so we are changed, individu-
ally and corporately, more and more into his 
likeness. 
   Please keep this ministry in your prayers. 
God be with you as you seek to know how 
you are called to minister to those who need 
New Hope. 
 
  Faithfully, 
  +Paul    

Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
   During the next two weeks you will be hear-
ing from lay people and your clergy about your 
invitation to join with the rest of the parishes 
in the diocese in our New Hope Campaign. 
This effort will allow us to assist our sister 
diocese of Kajo-Keji in rebuilding its schools, 
and will also allow us to seed social ministry 
projects in our own parishes, starting with a 
homeless shelter in Scranton. 
   I was describing my enthusiasm for and com-
mitment to the New Hope campaign recently 
and someone said to me, “Well, of course, 
that’s your job.” The fact is, it isn’t my job, but 
it is my passion. I could very well have contin-
ued through to retirement without making this 
effort. My transformation in this matter has 
required the re-ordering of my personal and 
professional priorities. My own financial com-
mitment to the project means, among other 
things, that I will need to postpone my planned 
retirement date by two years and that we will 
have altered our standard of living. That is how 
seriously we take this effort at our house. 
   My experience of Africa, and the faith and 
commitment of our world mission committee 
have given me passion about Sudan. My in-
volvement with many of our parishes that are 
determined to make a difference in their com-
munities (and I think particularly of a very mov-
ing experience I had at Good Shepherd, Scran-
ton) has convinced me that even in a land rich 
in government programs, there are still many 
poor whom we are called to serve directly. 
   This project has become part of our com-
mon life. You have been reading the details of 
our program in Diocesan Life for many months 
now. Some of you have seen the presentations 
Diana and I made or one of those given by 
members of World Mission. Some of you 
know that the Episcopal Church Women have 
made an extraordinary effort to support the 
efforts of the Sudanese to become self-
sufficient.  
   I do not wish to steal the thunder from the 
speakers you will hear in the next two weeks, 
but I will address the issue of accountability 
now. Accountability and transparency are key 
issues when sending money to the Third 
World. The news here is very good. The new 
bishop of Kajo-Keji, Bishop Anthony Poggo, 
has an MBA from Oxford, and is entirely in 



TRANSITIONS 
 

On Turning Ten 
The whole idea of it makes me feel 
like I'm coming down with something, 
something worse than any stomach ache 
or the headaches I get from reading in bad light – 
a kind of measles of the spirit, 
a mumps of the psyche, 
a disfiguring chicken pox of the soul. 
 

You tell me it is too early to be looking back, 
but that is because you have forgotten 
the perfect simplicity of being one 
and the beautiful complexity introduced by two. 
But I can lie on my bed and remember every digit. 
At four I was an Arabian wizard. 
I could make myself invisible 
by drinking a glass of milk a certain way. 
At seven I was a soldier, at nine a prince. 
 

But now I am mostly at the window 
watching the late afternoon light. 

Back then it never fell so solemnly 
against the side of my tree house, 
and my bicycle never leaned against the garage 
as it does today, 
all the dark blue speed drained out of it. 
 

This is the beginning of sadness, I say to myself, 
as I walk through the universe in my sneakers. 
It is time to say good-bye to my imaginary friends, 
time to turn the first big number. 
 

It seems only yesterday I used to believe 
there was nothing under my skin but light. 
If you cut me I could shine. 
But now when I fall upon the sidewalks of life, 
I skin my knees. I bleed. 

   Billy Collins 

 
   This poem by Billy Collins, former Poet Laureate of the 
United States, speaks to the difficult task of transitioning from 
one phase of life to another! In this case, captured is the sim-
ple innocent power of young childhood bucking up for the first 
time with the expectations of a more “mature” segment of 
life! The power of imagination, of dreams lending themselves 
to a created reality that all can be accomplished! The pain of 
being asked to “let go” a piece of one world, only to embrace 
the reality of another. 
   I see the Christ story of course in all of it! The power of 
God’s dream encapsulated in the person of Jesus bumping 
constantly into the harsh reality of a world that wishes to dash 
it! We of course are in transition, you and I. We are in a tran-
sition as a community in the Lehigh Valley. We are in a transi-
tion as a country in the mist of war. We are in a transition as 
a parish seeking to flesh out its identity as followers of Christ 
in an ever-changing local and global environment! 
   I look forward as your Dean and Rector first to get to know 
you better, to continue to get to know Jesus Christ better, 
and to begin the hard work of continually re-defining who we 
are and who we should be in response to the place in which 
God has “planted” us! I will be working together with the Ves-
try, staff, and lay leadership of this parish to be intentional 
about looking and listening to where God may have us be. We 
will look to be faithful in our response, ordering our ministries 
and resources to follow what we hear God calling us to be. 
   Transitions are real. We are always, it seems, in the midst of 
them. I pray we not lose so much our innocent and radical 
belief in God’s dream, daring to hang onto our imagination yet 
prepared for the reality that along the way we will skin our 
knees. In following Christ, such sacrifices are made. 
 

    Tony 
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Words from Darfur 
we having nothing 
          we having nothing  
my mother  
          my mother  
what we see here  
          was not meant to be seen  
they pluck the eyes out  
           cut off the ear 
these are truly evil people  
          you see the Devil here 
we’re going to try and tell them  
           [the world] 
                    it makes me feel hopeless  
i just stood there  
         i feel guilty  
             i stood there for six months  
                     and just took pictures 
 words from the film documentary “Save Darfur” 
   Director Brian Sietle 

   Genocide is a terrible thing! Terrible because the attitude 
engendered is there are human beings not quite as human as 
you and I. Once we have such a belief we encounter a danger-
ous slippery slope that can take us to places where I’d hope 
none of us would ever wish to go. One does not have to go to 
Darfur to encounter this slippery slope. I’ll never forget one 
day in my youth walking by a park bench in the peaceful live 
oak-filled park in front of our small stucco and terra cotta 
roofed city hall and overhearing an awful conversation be-
tween two men sitting on the bench. They were talking about 
how they’d taken part in hanging a black man years before and 
how their actions still made them feel very proud. The lan-
guage has been cleaned up for the protection of tender ears. I 
was touched by Evil that long ago day. A sense of inexplicable 
guilt struck me that day. Inexplicable because though I’d not 
participated in their damnable action a taste of guilt remains. 
Away I walked, determined I would not allow them to pluck 
out my eyes and cut off my ears. Then the words came “What 
to do? What to do?” knowing if I did not do something I’d be 
compliant in their evil. 
   My Mother, my Mother what are we going to do? 
    Joel Atkinson,  June 2007 

VIEWS  
FROM 
YOUR 

CANON 
MISSIONER 
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming 
   Congregations that approach financial stewardship from a biblical perspective do not view the money Christians give to their 
church merely as a way to pay its bills. Rather, such congregations see financial contributions as a way to help people grow  
spiritually in their relationship with God by supporting their church’s mission and ministry with a percentage of their incomes. 
   Our Vestry has selected the New Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program as a way to teach the biblical and spiritual principles 
of generous giving in our stewardship education emphasis this year. 
   New Consecration Sunday is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give for his or her own spiritual devel-
opment, rather than on the need of the church to receive. Instead of treating people like members of a social club who should 
pay dues, we will treat people like followers of Jesus Christ who want to give unselfishly as an act of discipleship. New Consecra-
tion Sunday encourages people toward proportionate and systematic giving in response to the question, “What percentage of 
my income is God calling me to give?”  
   During worship service on Consecration Sunday weekend, we are asking parishioners to make their financial commitments to 
our church’s missionary, benevolent, and educational ministries in this community and around the world. 
   Every parishioner who completes an Estimate of Giving Card does so voluntarily by attending worship service during Consecra-
tion Sunday weekend. We likewise urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to completing a card. The process is such 
that no one feels personal embarrassment if he or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
   We will not conduct home solicitations to ask people to complete cards. During worship service our guest leader will con-
duct a brief period of instruction and inspiration, culminating with parishioners making their commitment as a confidential act of  
worship. 

   We will encourage participation in Consecration Sunday events through the Consecration 
Sunday team and Vestry members. Since we will make no follow-up visits to ask people to 
complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone to 
attend Consecration Sunday weekend  
worship. 
   Thank you for your enthusiastic participation in Consecration Sunday events. 

      Your brother in Christ, 
   Raymond A. Arcario 
   Senior Warden 

ADULT FORUM 
Sundays 9 to10am in Sayre Hall 

October 7: New Dean, New Vision — Our new Dean and 
Rector, Tony Pompa, will talk about following God’s call to 
Nativity (again).  
October 14: Double Header: 1) Convention Report and 2) 
Microlending—Members of our representatives to Diocesan 
Convention will report on the work of the Diocese. We will 
also see a brief video about the work of 2006 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner Muhammad Yunus for his work with MICRO-
CREDIT. Yunus began microlending in 1976 in Bangladesh. 
Today there are seven million borrowers, 90% of whom are 
women, and there is a 99% repayment record.  
October 21: The Mission of KenCrest — Karyn Arcario  will 
introduce us to the significant work of KenCrest Services, a 
101-year-old community-based human services agency that 
provides supports and services for children, youth and adults 
with developmental disabilities. 
October 28:  Consecration Sunday! No forum  

Coming in November 
George Herbert: Priest and Great Poet of Inner Weather 

TUESDAY TEACHINGS 
7-8:30 p.m. 

Led by Canon Anne Kitch, this seminar invites discussion and 
outside reading. All are welcome. 

October 16: Praying in Color — Good Shepherd Chapel  
Explore new ways to pray using creativity and your own gifts. 
Following Sybil MacBeth’s book, Praying in Color: Drawing a 
New Path to God. Books can be purchased through the 
Church for $15 each. Call the office to reserve your copy of 
the book. 

October 30: Introduction to Misbehavin’ Monarchs — 
Room 22 
Not all those great kings in the bible behaved themselves so 
well. Come and delve into the bible and the history of the 
people of Israel with Barbara J. Essex’s Misbehavin’ Monarchs: 
Exploring Biblical Kings of Questionable Character. After this 
introductory class, the topic will be explored more fully No-
vember 20 through December 11. Copies of the book can be 
purchased through the church for $15. Call the office to re-
serve your copy. 

About South Bethlehem Forum 
Monday, October 1 — 7 p.m. 

District Attorney  John Morganelli 
“Gangs and Gang Signs” 

About South Bethlehem Forum 
Thursday, October 25 — 7 p.m. 

League of Women Voters 
City Council Candidates’ Forum 



 
MARRIAGES 
September 2, 2007 
 Graig Selgrath and Adrienne Bruchok 
September 15, 2007 
 Scott Meder and Erin Morgans 
 
TRANSFERS 
 Anthony and Felicia Pompa from  
 St. Anne’s, Middletown, Delaware 
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Diocesan Convention 
 

Friday, October12 
11 a.m. Registration 
1 p.m. Call to Order 
5:30 p.m. Evensong 

Saturday, October 13 
8:30 a.m. Convention Eucharist 

All are welcome at  
worship services.  

Cathedral delegates to  

Convention are: 
Raymond Arcario 
Jenifer Gamber 

Jean Montgomery 
Robert Phillips 
Betsi Strasser 

Josephine Trepagnier 
Alternate Delegates: 

Garry Bruchok 
James Vorosmarti 

PARISH REGISTER  

Souper Day 
 

The Annual Fundraising Event 
of New Bethany Ministries 
Tuesday, October 16, 2007 
The Candlelight Reception  

and Conference Center 
4431 Easton Ave 

Bethlehem 
12 p.m. 

OCTOBER LECTIONARY 
 

October 7 
Lamentations 1:1-6 

Lamentations 3:19-26 or Psalm 137 
2 Timothy 1:1-14 

Luke 17:5-10 
 

October 14 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 

Psalm 66:1-12 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 

Luke 17:11-19 
 

October 21 
Jeremiah 31:27-34 
Psalm 119:97-104 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 

 
October 28 
Joel 2:23-32 

Psalm 65 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

Luke 18:9-14 
 

Update on an Old Friend 

   Many of us remember Canon Gary Nicolosi who served at the Cathedral in the 1980s. He is now The Rev. Dr. Gary 
Nicolosi, the Congregational Development Facilitator for the Diocese of British Columnbia in Victoria, B.C., Canada. 
   Gary writes that he thinks of the Cathedral all the time and still misses the people.  
   If anyone would like to have access to his sermons, they are now on the diocesan website at www.bc.anglican.ca. Go to 
the congregational development officer section and his sermons will be there.  
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Women of Nativity 
6th Annual Retreat 

February 29, March 1 & 2 

CELEBRATE! 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The word celebrate means to honor. Not simply dealing with 
something that is done, as from the outside—rather it is 
giving a very special blessing to something. You are invited 
to join with other women from Nativity and the Diocese 
of Bethlehem as we celebrate others, celebrate ourselves 
and celebrate God! Our guest for the weekend will be Elsa 
Bakkum, M.Div.; EfM Mentor Trainer, professional organist, 
and creative retreat leader from Yorktown, VA. The re-
treat will be held at Hillside Inn Resort & Conference Cen-
ter, East Stoudsburg, PA. Registration for the weekend is 
$190. This fee includes program, lodging, all meals, linens, 
activities and full use of the facilities. Scholarships are avail-
able. To reserve your space, please complete a registration 
form and return it to the Cathedral office with a $75 de-
posit before December 1, 2007. Checks should be made 
payable to Cathedral Church of the Nativity. Full payment will 
be due February 1, 2007. 

Southside Ministries  
Better Buy Thrift Shop 

Warm clothing is urgently needed for the Southside 
Ministries Better Buy Thrift Shop. Coats, jackets, hats, 
gloves, scarves, etc. are in great demand as the weather 
gets cooler. Also needed is clothing for men — jeans, 
shirts, etc. 

The shop is now open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. and on Fridays 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Clothing donations may be 
dropped off during those hours. 

The shop is run by volunteers  
and proceeds benefit Southside 
Ministries. Drop in to shop for 
fall! 

 
All Souls 

Friday, November 2 — 7 p.m. 
A liturgical Requiem Mass 
celebrated by the Bishop 
Setting: Duruflé Requiem 

sung by the Cathedral Choir 
 

Cathedral Classics 
Sunday, November 25 — 4 p.m. 

Music for Tenor and Oboe 
Gregory Oaten, tenor 
Cheryl Bishkoff, oboe 

Suggested donation $5 
Reception following 

CATHEDRAL WORKSHOP NEWS 
   The Cathedral Workshop is  
interested in collecting your  
no longer useful hand tools.  
The Workshop is looking to  
expand their ventures and  
would like to help you clean  
out your tool stash. If you have some hand planes, saws, 
or just about any hand tool you no longer need or want 
to donate to the cause, they would be happy to put your 
tools to good use. 
   The Workshop is offering a fundraiser to help fund the 
Reaching Down Project. If you are interested in purchas-
ing an engraving of our Cathedral, see Kay for details. 
Order forms are available in the Sayre Hall vestibule. 
   October will feature a bookcase build to donate the 
finished project(s) to those in need...Southside Ministries, 
New Bethany Ministries, women’s shelters in the Bethle-
hem area. Mature children, teens and adults are welcome 
to donate their time and sweat equity to this rewarding 
project. If you know someone who is in need and you 
think that need can be filled with a new project/piece of 
furniture (bed, etc.) please contact Kay with the informa-
tion. All needs are carefully evaluated before a commit-
ment is made.  
   Contact Kay Pomroy at 1-866-664-7713 or email 
kepcw@aol.com if you wish to donate tools for the 
workshop. 

Watch for news from the  
Vestry beginning next month! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
October 1, Monday 7 p.m. — About South Bethlehem Forum: D.A. John Morganelli, Sayre Hall 
 

October 12, Friday 5:30 p.m. — Diocesan Convention Evensong 
 

October 13, Saturday 8:30 a.m. — Diocesan Convention Eucharist 
 

October 16, Tuesday Noon — Souper Day at Candlelight Reception & Conference Center 
 

October 16, Tuesday 7 p.m. — Tuesday Teachings begin 
 

October 25, Thursday 7 p.m. — About South Bethlehem: League of Women Voters/City Council 
 

October 27, Saturday 10 a.m. — Holy Eucharist & Altar Guild Annual Meeting 
 

October 27 & 28 — Consecration Sunday 
 

November 2, Friday 7 p.m. — All Souls Requiem Mass with Bishop Marshall 
 

November 4, Sunday — Daylight savings ends; turn clocks back  
 

November 18, Sunday 5 p.m. — Installation of the Very Rev. Anthony R. Pompa 
 

November 25, Sunday 4 p.m. — Cathedral Classics: Music for Tenor and Oboe 


