
diocesan
In Southern Sudan and Northeastern 
Pennsylvania: Celebrate New Hope

Welcome to 
The Diocese of Bethlehem

WHO SHALL I SAY
SENT ME?

THE EPISCOPAL
CHURCH

I am
Son

Father
Holy Spirit

Christ

LORDKing
Immortal One

Savior

Mother

CREATOR
sustainer

redeemer
true light

shield

Holy Wisdom

rock

refuge
belovedJesus

TRUE BREAD
eternal WORD

abba

amma

Source of Life

fountain of mercy

giver of life
God of power and might

holy and living

GOD

ONE

eternal 
Majesty

abiding
spirit

incarnate
word trinity our maker

h d d hINSIDE DIOCESAN LIFE

a universal wisdom. The Bishop of 
Kajo Keji and I came to a moment 

national churches on a hot-button 

our dioceses and our personal 

Joint Pastoral Letter

of differences in culture and outlook 

of subjects. [+Paul of Bethlehem 

Children are not the future
Children in our churches 
are members – now. Canon 
Anne Kitch’s In-Formation in 
Bethlehem column. [A3]
A new rector in Whitehall [A3]

[A3]
 [A4]

Pridefest in Wilkes-Barre [A4]
Ordination to priesthood [A5]

[A6]
[A6]

Celebrate New Hope [A6]
[A7]

Our Bishops’ Chaplains 

published in 
reprinted in Episcopal Life

For current news and features

diobeth_newspin

be customized for each parish 
in the Diocese of Bethlehem and 

The Convention will be called to 

Paul will deliver his address soon 



September 7th , 2008

Dear Sisters and Brothers,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from Jesus Christ our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

We write to you having returned to our respective dioceses after the 2008 Lambeth Conference in the United Kingdom. God
graciously bestowed the gathered bishops with many gifts of worship, fellowship, shared stories of faith, and the deepening of vital 
relationships. Surely every bishop present at the conference left with a deepened appreciation of the desire that members of our
Anglican Communion have to follow Jesus in ministry and mission, and to do so together. We give God thanks for all these
blessings.

We also rejoiced that Bishop Anthony was invited to be a leader of one of the "Indaba" groups of forty, where the small Bible study
groups came together to explore issues in depth. Although this required a great deal of his time, we were grateful for his opportunity
to lead.

The conference expressed its solidarity with persecuted people everywhere, and particular reference was made to the genocide in 
Darfur and other acts of oppression and violence in Sudan. Together we pray for just and lasting peace throughout the whole of 
Sudan.

During the Lambeth Conference
of these attracted media attention. He emphasized the traditional position he takes on a number of issues, particularly human 
sexuality, and no one could fail to note the precision with which he spoke his mind. We are also grateful for the charity with which 
he spoke.

Bishop Paul had the opportunity to meet privately with Archbishop Daniel and with several Sudanese bishops. Their time was truly
affectionate and their discussion very open.  Archbishop Daniel made it clear that although theological differences exist within the
communion, and that our cultures are different in some respects, he is extremely grateful for the New Hope project, and that he very
much supports the on-going partnership between the dioceses of Kajo-Keji and Bethlehem. He was most affirming of the bishop and
people of Bethlehem.

We wish to assure you that as your bishops we are of one mind about the importance of our work together for the spiritual health of tt
both our dioceses. This is a time of change in Anglicanism, a truth that is apparent on many levels, and no one can predict what the
Anglican Communion will be like at the time of the next Lambeth Conference. We can and do trust God to work his will, and therein
is our peace of mind. We pledge to work together and in each of our dioceses to build understanding and love as all of us seek to 
follow the Lord Jesus in word and deed. All of our work is begun, continued, and ended in Him.

One of the gifts that the existence of differences in culture and outlook presents all of us is the experience of being loved by people
who are not like us and who may not share all of our views on any number of subjects. The grace of learning to receive love from

of the world.

As we continue our vital work together, it is our prayer that the Holy Spirit will guide us into deeper levels of understanding,
devotion, and dedication of the ministry our Lord has given to us in Kajo-Keji and Bethlehem.

Faithfully yours,

      Bishop Anthony Poggo Bishop Paul V. Marshall
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Work while 
elephants fight

L

What I did this summer 
was attend a three-week 
international conference of 
bishops and then come home 
to sit with my father while he 
died.

Neither of these events is 
close to being sorted through in 
my mind. Each will reverberate 
for a long time. In setting and 
tone, the two events were quite 
different. What they had in 
common was my having to be 
patient with a process I could 
barely influence, let alone 
control.

All one could do in either 
case was be present and receive 
whatever graces were available.

During the conference in 
England, my counterpart in 
Sudan and I had to deal with 
a disagreement in a way that 
highlighted the kind of quiet 
receptivity I mention here.

“When elephants fight, it 
is the grass that suffers,” say 
the Africans with a universal 
wisdom. My partner, the Bishop 
of Kajo Keji, and I came to a 
moment when strong positions 
taken by a leader of one of our 
national churches on a hot-

button issue had the potential 
of polarizing our dioceses and 
our personal relationship.

What the “elephants” were 
struggling about is not trivial, 
but it is high up the pyramid of 
issues, not basic, as is our present 
work. We are helping to rebuild 
the infrastructure of Southern 
Sudan and strengthen church 
life there while energizing 
Americans in the areas of 
mission and evangelism, 
essential stuff. 

The concerns and anxiety of 
others had put us in a position 
where an issue not relevant 
to our work together had the 
potential to divide us. So after 
some preliminary conversation 
one chilly evening as we 
watched the English sunset, we 
trusted each other enough to 
talk it all out. 

What I was grateful for in 
that conversation was that 
neither of us tried to convert 
the other. Each of us has enough 
education and experience to 
think through positions, and we 
come from and serve cultures 
that have marked differences in 
what is discussable and how it is 
discussed.

We worked to find a 
container, so to speak, large 
enough to embrace and energize 
us for our work in the grass 
while the elephants continue 
their struggle. 

We said the usual things 
about first things first and 
keeping the focus on the work, 
but they weren’t a sufficient 
container.

The container became for 
me a meditation on the New 
Testament story of the Good 

Samaritan, a story originally 
told to help people deal with 
the unattractiveness of a 
crucified savior.  In that story, 
a man who has been robbed, 
beaten, and left for dead looks 
up to see aid coming from a 
Samaritan, of all people. That 
figure was a stranger, an outcast 
mongrel, a person whom he 
would not normally even 
acknowledge. In accepting help 
from a person with whom there 
was no community and little 
understanding, the man lying 
on the road was saved in every 
way that one can be saved.

For my partner bishop 
and me, this affirmation was 
paramount: the affection and 
support that passes between our 
dioceses is made more valuable 

by the fact that it flows from and 
is received by people who may 
not, truth be told, understand 
or approve of each other in 
every way.

I do not embroider here upon 
“beggars can’t be choosers.” 
There is no begging involved in 
our relationship; we work in a 
mutually beneficial partnership, 
each partner receiving very 
different gifts. 

I do say that a basic spiritual 
experience found us to be like 
the man lying in the road: 
surprised and gladdened to be 
loved by someone we would not 
have chosen for the job. 

Is this the week for you to ask 
who are the unsought sources of 
grace in your life? 
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Whitehall welcomes 
new rector

The Reverend Frank S. St. 
Amour, III, SSC, is the new rector 
at St. Stephen’s Whitehall. Father 
St. Amour had been rector of St. 
Stephen’s Church in Hurst, TX, a 
suburb of Fort Worth, for the past 6 
½ years. He served also as associate 
rector of All Saints’, Lakeland, 

Florida; rector of Christ Church, 
Joliet, Illinois; and as rector of St. 
John the Baptist, Dunkirk, with St. 
Alban’s, Silver Creek, New York. 

He was born in Philadelphia in 
1958, lived in the D.C. area for some 
time and attended St. John’s College, 
Annapolis. After receiving his 
theological degree at St. Michael’s 
College, Llandaff, Wales, he was 
ordained in the Church in Wales. 

While serving his curacy, he 
met his wife Susan. They married 
in 1985 and came to the U.S. later 
that year. Sue has a law degree 
from the University of Wales 
and has worked extensively in 
banking, most recently as the IRA 
Specialist at EECU, a community-
based credit union in Fort Worth. 
Father Frank, Susan and their 
two cats live in Catasauqua.

The Rev. Canon 
Alexander Malcolm 
MacMillan 1921-2008

The Rev. Canon Alexander 
Malcolm MacMillan died 
September 9. “He was known to and 
loved by many in this diocese and 
in the wider Church,” Bishop Paul 
wrote to the diocesan community 

early the following day. “An early 
champion of civil rights in the 
South and then the structures of 
the church, Canon MacMillan was 
a dedicated parish priest, liturgical 
innovator, and supporter of the 
spiritual development of many.”

His survivors include his widow, 
the Rev. Patricia Dwyer-MacMillan, 
rector of St. Mary’s Wind Gap and 
St. Joseph’s Penn Argyl, and his 
daughter, the Rev. Elizabeth Miller, 
deacon at Trinity Bethlehem. 

Father Mac was called to 
the Church of the Mediator in 
Allentown in 1974, and served there 
as rector until his retirement in 1985. 
He was exemplary in pastoral care 
and saw outreach of the parish to the 
community as true Christian mission.
Diocesan Life received notice of 
Father Mac’s death at press time and 
will publish more in a future issue.
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Children in our churches are 
members –– now. With all their 
joy and wonder and small statures, 
they contribute to the worshiping 
community. We do not welcome 
children because they are the 
future. We do not nurture them in 
order that they might grow up to 
be responsible pledging members of 
our congregations. We include them 
fully in our communities. They are 
no less members than anyone else. 
We welcome and nurture them just 
as we welcome and nurture the 45-
year-old business executive, the 
28-year-old newlywed, and the 68-
year-old vestry member.

It is easy to fall into the trap of 
thinking of children as somehow 
incomplete and that our job as 
adults in the church is to help 
them become adults. This is not 
completely false. People do need 
to learn how to become adults. To 
assume that children are somehow 
incomplete, however, is to suggest 
that they are not fully human yet. 
All of us, regardless of age, are in the 

Children Are Not the Future
process of growing and maturing. 
None of us is there yet. Children are 
no less human than anyone else. 

According to our Baptismal 
rite in the Book of Common Prayer, 
“Holy Baptism is full initiation 
by water and the Holy Spirit into 
Christ’s Body the Church” (BCP 
p. 299). Full initiation. That’s it. 
Nothing more is required. When we 
think of children only as potential 
members of our parishes, rather 
than recognizing the gifts they bring 
to the congregation now, we deny 
them that full membership. This is 
no fun for the children, believe me. 
But it also hurts the congregation.

St. Paul reminds us that we 
simply cannot do without one 
another in the Church.

After his encounter with the 
risen Christ, Paul spent the rest of 
his life passionately preaching and 
teaching about God’s redeeming 
love. In writing to the believers in 
the city of Corinth, he created an 
image to represent our relationship 
as human beings to Christ. He used 
the image of a body, envisioning 
the Church as the body of Christ.

He writes, “For just as the body 
is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though 
many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ.” (1st Corinthians 12:12) 
So it is with the Church. We have 
many members, of all ages. We are 
each part of the body of Christ. No 
one is more or less a member because 
of who they are or how old they are 
or what gifts they contribute.

But the implications of the Body 
of Christ are even greater. Paul goes 
on to say, “As it is, there are many 
members, yet one body. The eye 
cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no 
need of you,’ nor again the head to 
the feet, ‘I have no need of you.” 
Adults cannot say to children, “We 
have no need of you.” Nor can a 
church say to its youngest members, 
“We have no need of you… yet.” But 
that is what we do in many cases. We 
invite children into our churches, 
but have no intention of including 
then fully until they are grown.

If we live fully into our 
Baptismal Covenant, we simply 
cannot disregard someone because 
they seem to have no claim on 
us. Disregarding children does not 
make them any less members of the 
Body of Christ. 

On a recent visit to one parish of 
our diocesan community, I watched 
with delight as two young brothers, 
4 and 5, collected the offering during 
worship. They passed the plates 
from pew to pew with expertise and 
joy. They walked with dignity to the 
front to present these gathered gifts 
of the community to the altar. They 
exercised this ministry as well as 
any adult. And they knew they had 
a place in the congregation where 
they mattered and could contribute. 
And my elementary-school-aged 
daughters, who were visiting with 
me that Sunday, recognized this 
parish as a place where children are 
welcome. Like any of us, children 
feel more comfortable when they 
see others like them at ease. Like 
any of us, children want to feel a 
sense of belonging in church.

Resources for 
Children and Worship

 The Sunday Paper Junior A weekly 
children’s bulletin based on the 
Gospel reading of the day. Created 
by Episcopal educator and children’s 
missioner Gretchen Pritchard, each 
one includes a wonderful note to 
parents. Hand them out to children 
as their own bulletin in church or 
mail them home as a weekly gift. 
To order: thesunday-paper.com. See
also Alleluia! Amen, her wonderful 
communion book for children.

 A Child’s Guide to the Holy 
Eucharist: Rite II A child-friendly 
book version of the Eucharist service 
with a wonderful commentary by 
Sarah Horton on each facing page. 
Great resource for parents teaching 
young elementary age children 
about participation in worship. 
Available from Church Publishing, 
www.churchpublishing.org.

 What We Do In Church, by Anne 
E. Kitch. A child’s activity book 
parents and educators can use to help 
young children explore worship. 
Includes sections on Sunday 
Worship, The Church Year, People 
and Worship and Worshipping with 
Our Senses. Individual pages can be 
reproduced and placed in children’s 
packets for use during worship. 
Available from Church Publishing, 
www.churchpublishing.org.

Resources for
Children and Worship
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children’s bulletin based on the 
Gospel reading of the day. Created 
by Episcopal educator and children’s 
missioner Gretchen Pritchard, each
one includes a wonderful note to 
parents. Hand them out to children 
as their own bulletin in church or 
mail them home as a weekly gift. 
To order: thesunday-paper.com.. See
also Alleluia! Amen, her wonderful 
communion book for children.

 A Child’s Guide to the Holy 
Eucharist: Rite II A child-friendly
book version of the Eucharist service
with a wonderful commentary by 
Sarah Horton on each facing page.
Great resource for parents teaching 
young elementary age children 
about participation in worship.
Available from Church Publishing,
www.churchpublishing.org.

 What We Do In Church, by Anne
E. Kitch. A child’s activity book 
parents and educators can use to help
young children explore worship. 
Includes sections on Sunday 
Worship, The Church Year, People
and Worship and Worshipping with 
Our Senses. Individual pages can be 
reproduced and placed in children’s 
packets for use during worship. 
Available from Church Publishing,
www.churchpublishing.org.

The Reverend Frank S. St. Amour, III

The Rev. Canon Alexander Malcolm MacMillan
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BY T. SCOTT ALLEN

Enlarge the site of your tent,
  and let the curtains of your habitations be 
     stretched out;
do not hold back; lengthen your cords
  and strengthen your stakes.  Isaiah 54.2

On a beautiful August afternoon 
the Episcopal churches of the 
Lehigh Valley joined together to 
have a ministry of presence and 
hospitality at the Lehigh Valley 
Pride-In-the-Park festival at Cedar 
Beach Park in Allentown.

The “Episcopal Tent” was 
graciously loaned by Mr. Mickey 
Brown of St. Andrew’s Allentown 
and owner of Michael Thomas Floral 
Designs. Father Patrick Malloy 
of Grace Church, Allentown, 
coordinated the volunteers and 
contents of the tent. All 500 red 
bag clips, emblazoned with the 
Episcopal shield and 
the phrase God made 
YOU for a purpose, 
the Episcopal Church 
welcomes YOU were 
handed out. Official attendance was 
set at over 5,000.

“For the last eight years we 
have purchased a combined ad 
for the Episcopal churches of the 
greater Lehigh Valley and Diocese 
of Bethlehem in the Festival 
publication, The Pride Guide. “I 
wanted to do more by creating an 
opportunity for a people-to-people 
interaction to involve the Episcopal 
Church in sharing the Good News 
of God’s welcome to the gay 
community,” said Father Scott Allen 
of St. Andrew’s Allentown, who 
served as organizer of the Episcopal 
presence at the Festival. “It’s out
there evangelism which involves 
the Episcopal congregations in the 
community as a visible presence 
with a community who often 
feels alienated and rejected by the 
Church,” Father Allen said.

More than 40 members of the 
Diocese from six parishes (Grace 
Allentown, Mediator Allentown, 
St. Andrew’s Allentown, St. Anne’s 
Trexlertown, Trinity Bethlehem; 
and Trinity Easton) worked the 
shifts to offer bag clips, free bottled 
water and information on the 
Episcopal Church to Festival goers. 
Of the 40, only four or five were 
themselves gay. Funding came 
from the participating parishes, 
the Diocesan Safe Spaces Task 

Lehigh Valley Episcopal congregations join to offer 
welcome and presence at Lehigh Valley Pride-In-the-Park

Force and Integrity/Bethlehem. 
The Pride Guide ad (created by 
Father Allen’s daughter, Olivia) 
also included Trinity Mt. Pocono, 
Nativity Cathedral Bethlehem, 
Christ Church Stroudsburg, and St. 
Margaret’s Emmaus.

“I was expecting a lot more 
questions from attendees about 
Lambeth,” commented Rich Riddle 
of Mediator Allentown. “I didn’t get 
a single question in that realm. The 
people I spoke with were glad to 
see a church presence there. I also 
expected a lot more conservative 
protestors to be there, but there 
were not that many and they were 
more respectful than I expected. 
Other than that I had a great time 
and I would definitely do it again.”

The staffers at the booth did 
not try to convince our visitors of 
any theological position about any 
issue, including the issues related to 
sexuality that concern our Church 
and the Anglican Communion. All 
staffers may not even have held 
the same position. They did not 
discuss it. “What our sisters and 
brothers did was extend a welcome 
to everyone who would receive 
it,” said Father Malloy. Volunteers 
handed out brochures for all the 
congregations that sent them, as 
well as literature from Integrity 
concerning the conversation in our 
Church about Gay Lesbian Bisexual 
and Transgendered (GLBT) people 
and their place in our common 
life.

“What struck me was that many 
of the passersby were just stunned 
that this was a whole diocesan 
community and not just one 
parish,” said Dixie White of Trinity 
Bethlehem.

“I really enjoyed talking to all 
the people and everyone was really 
nice – all ordinary people just 
like us,” said Cindy Bowlby of St. 
Andrew’s. 

Bowlby joined Terry Gangaware 
of Trinity Easton in being stunned 
by the number of pets there. “I think 
next year we ought to add some sort 
of hospitality for pets such as water 
and shady rest area.” Gangaware 
added, “I thought it exceeded my 
expectations. You certainly don’t 
think of churches going to festivals 
like this, but I’m glad we were there 
and the people who came to the 
tent were genuinely glad we were 
there.  It’s definitely worth the time 
to do this. I hope that the welcome 
we gave is remembered and acted 
on by those persons who attended 
the festival who may be looking for 
a spiritual community.”

[The Rev T. Scott Allen is priest-in-
charge at St. Andrew’s Bethlehem/
Allentown.]

Pridefest
in Wilkes-Barre

[Editor’s note] St Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, was represented 
in northeastern Pennsylvania’s first 
Pridefest event. Subsequent to the Times-
Leader coverage of the August event, 
Father Daniel Gunn sent the following 
letter to the editor:

When will hate cease to make 
news? I read your article about 
the success of Pridefest. In the 
article you mentioned that “some 
local churches” had tables at the 
event, yet you did not name them. 
However, you went to great lengths 
to name those who protested the 
event, and even quoted their hate-
filled message. 

My church was represented at 
Pridefest. I attended the event. I 
was there to be a counter-voice to 
those who condemn any who are 
unlike themselves. 

In the future if you are going 
to quote someone who condemns 
others using biblical language please 
provide an equally supportive voice 
from another person of faith –– like 
someone from the two churches 
unnamed in your article.

On a similar note, I would like 
this event to serve as the genesis 
of a larger conversation within 
the community about intolerance 
toward “the other.” I invite dialogue 
about racial, sexual, and religious 
difference, and I will open the doors 
of my church to anyone who wants 
to have that conversation.

[The Rev. Daniel C. Gunn Rector, St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral]

Women of
Nativity
will host its

7th Annual Retreat
March 6-8, 2009

ALL WOMEN OF THE 
DIOCESE ARE INVITED

Travel Mercies: 
   here, there & 
   everywhere

Cost: $160 per person 
($75 deposit by December 1)

Retreat leader: Suzanne 
Guthrie, Episcopal priest, 
author and resident compan-
ion at the Community of the 
Holy Spirit. 
www.chssisters.org

Location: Villa of our Lady 
Retreat House in Mt. Pocono, 
PA. www.villaourlady.com

As we journey through our lives, we encounter God’s 
mercy in many places. Travel with other women to sacred 
destinations as we look for God’s mercy along the way.
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Bishop Paul Marshall ordained 
two deacons, The Rev Dolores 
E. Evans and The Rev. Hillary 
D. Raining, to the priesthood on 
August 15 at the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem.

Evans will serve North Parish 
which is comprised of Christ 
Episcopal Church, Frackville; Saint 
Johns Memorial Episcopal Church, 
Ashland and Holy Apostles 
Episcopal Church, Saint Clair. 
She and her husband, Dave, are 
residents of Frackville. She served 
as senior warden of North Parish 
for many years and was a delegate 
to the Diocesan Convention. She 
is a past member of the diocesan 
Commission on Ministry and the 
World Mission committee. She 
is also employed by Schuylkill 
Intermediate Unit 29 as a secretary 
in the Special Education Center 
located in Marlin.

Raining is the assistant at 
Trinity Church in Bethlehem. 
She and her husband Ken have an 
infant daughter, Delia Elizabeth. 
She graduated from Yale Divinity 
School in May 2008. She had been 
studying there within the Institute 
of Sacred Music as well as Berkeley 
Episcopal Divinity School. She 
came to divinity school from 
Moravian College in Bethlehem 
where she graduated with a double 
degree in psychology and religion. 
She has served on the National 
State of the Church Committee 
and the Prayer Book, Music and 
Liturgy Committee of the Episcopal 
Church for the last five years as well 
as a serving as a deputy for the last 
two General Conventions.

“Only fools would even consider 
doing a job like this,” Mother Laura 
Howell of Trinity Bethlehem said at 

Bishop Paul ordains Dolores Evans 
and Hillary Raining to priesthood

the beginning of her sermon. “And 
to go beyond simply considering it, 
and actually doing it, you have got 
to be at least partly crazy.Hillary and 
I were visiting a parishioner in the 
intensive care unit at Lehigh Valley 
Hospital last week. The man was 
just coming out of a medical coma, 
and when he opened his eyes and 
saw the two of us standing by his 
bedside, he said, Oh God. The fools 
are here, and they’re going to pray 
for me. I was absolutely thrilled. In 
part, of course, it was because he 
was awake after a dangerous surgery, 
but even more so, it was because he 
understood about our foolishness. It 
was like being seen for what I truly 
am. On another day, he and I had 
a very serious conversation about 
being a fool, and how that is a 
central part of our understanding of 
ourselves as Christians. Hmm, can 
you say that conversations among 
fools are serious? I’m not sure...”

Later in her sermon: “I’m not 
sure who was the bigger fool, Jesus or 
his mother. At least, by the world’s 
standards. Who else but a fool would 
accept an assignment that he knew 
up front would lead to poverty, 
humiliation, torture and death in 
a particularly shameful way. But 
Mary was no slouch in foolishness, 
either. Why would an intelligent, 
sensible woman, enlightened about 
her prospects and the possibility 
for success in the world, willingly 
agree to bear a child, whose very 
existence was prophesied to bring 
her sorrow? Whatever you can say 
about Jesus and Mary, you cannot 
say that they allowed concern 
for the proprieties of the world 
to govern their actions. They 
consciously made choices that were 
counter-cultural and scandalous, 

both in first century Palestine and 
in 21st century America.”

And then: “As you enter into 
your priesthood, there is a very subtle 
trap laid before you. It develops ever 
so slowly and gradually, over time. 
You will recognize it the first time 
someone is rude to you, and you 
feel inclined to correct them with 
the information that you are The 

Rev. So and So. Or when you stop 
for a moment to wonder if you will 
be able to accomplish a task more 
easily if you put your collar on. Or 
if you take your collar off. The trap 
is forgetting that the focal point of 
your personal icon is Christ, not 
you. It is a deadly one for clergy. 
And for all Christians.”

Bishop Paul Marshall, The Rev. Dolores Evans, The Rev. Hillary D. Raining, Bishop Jack Croneberger

Priests who were present for the Ordination Liturgy laid hands on amd prayed for those to be ordained.

Diocesan Convention Outreach Program 
October 10 & 11, 2008          CHRIST CHURCH - READING

• Each delegate should bring one package of new 
socks to the Diocesan Convention.

• These will be distributed to those in need in Northeast PA.
• After collecting socks from their church members, 

each parish will then distribute them to their own local 
facilities

Sponsored by the Episcopal Church Women of the Diocese of Bethlehem.

 “COMFORTABLE FEET ARE HAPPY FEET”

• Each delegate should bring one package of new
socks to the Diocesan Convention.

• These will be distributed to those in need in Northeast PA.
• After collecting socks from their church members,

each parish will then distribute them to their own local
facilities The diocesan ECW held it’s annual summer picnic at St. Matthew’s Stevensville, August 13. The 

Rev. Edward Erb, rector of Grace Honesdale, was the speaker: “Colonial Praise: Music of the early 
American Church.” Bishop Paul was the celebrant (L-R) Father Erb, Jane Chandler, host; Marlene 
Hartshorne, and Dorothy Shaw, ECW co-presidents. 

Sock it to ‘em



Diocese of Bethlehem 
Peace Commission

November 7-9, 2008
Fri 9 am – Sun 2 pm

Kirkridge Retreat Center 
Bangor, PA

•spiritually-grounded peacemaker 
training • exploration of violence 
& nonviolence • analysis of how 

change occurs • community-
building • project planning • an 
interactive process

Janet Chisholm, Facilitator
Past Chair Episcopal Peace 

Fellowship, Trainer of Trainers, 
Writer, Speaker, Activist

Addison Bross, Facilitator
Professor, Lehigh University Peace 

Studies, Peace Trainer, Writer, 
Speaker, Activist

More info at www.kirkridge.org 
– click on Peacemaking. 
Sponsors Encouraged. 
Cost: $100.
Scholarships Available.
Registration & Information: Mary 
Louise Bross  R: 610-691-2684   C: 
610-758-3331   mlb2@lehigh.edu 
Diocesan Peace Commission 
members: Scott Allen, Addison 
Bross, Mary Louise Bross, Janet 
Chisholm Don Knapp, Tom Lloyd 
and Jim Walton

DioBeth Youth 
Ministries
presents
HAPPENING #18
glimpses of faith in film, 
television & music

November 14-16, 2008
Kirby Retreat House in 

Mountaintop, PA 
(near Wilkes-Barre)

What is Happening?
A spiritual retreat presented by 

teenagers for teenagers, with the 
help of thoughtful adults. The 
weekend provides a sacred, safe 

space where youth may deepen their 
relationship with Jesus, or to meet 
him for the first time.  A wonderful 
prelude or follow-up to confirmation, 
Happening is the chance for youth 
to build a foundation for their own 
unique lives of faith.  All of this 
happens through lively worship, 
daily prayer, shared insights, music 
and the arts, indoor and outdoor 
games, and a few great surprises.  
Happening encourages youth to 
go out into the world to live and 
proclaim what they have learned 
and to participate fully in the life of 
their home parishes.

Who may attend?
Youth grades 9-12 and adult 

sponsors (over the age of 24 years 
old) who have never attended 
Happening before. Friends outside 
of the Episcopal Church are 
absolutely welcome, so feel free to 
invite a friend to come along!

How do I register?
This year registration will 

take place online.  Go to www.
lifeistasty.org and click on the link 
for Happening #18 registration. 
In order for your registration to be 
complete, you must also print out 
and send the two-page medical 
release/community life standards 
form, complete it and mail it to:  

Diocesan House Attn. Happening 
#18 333 Wyandotte St. Bethlehem, 
PA  18015

What is the cost?
The cost of Happening is $100 for 

the weekend.  You may pay online 
with a credit card or you may mail 
a check (payable to The Diocese of 
Bethlehem) to the address above.  
Payment plans and scholarships 
(full and partial) are available.  
Please check with your parish first 
if you need help.  If your parish is 
not able to help you, please contact 
Demery Bader-Saye dbader-saye@
diobeth.org or 610-417-6973). 

When is the registration deadline? 
Online registration, completed 

medical release/community life 
standards forms, and payment must 
be received at Diocesan House no 
later than October 13.  For planning 
purposes, we will not be able to 
accept late registrations.  Refunds 
will not be possible if registration 
is cancelled after November 7. 
When your registration process 
is complete we will email you an 
information packet regarding the 
weekend.  Space is limited, so be 
sure to register online as soon as 
you are able (www.lifeistasty.org). 
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While our 
work is not 
yet complete, 
we celebrate 
our New Hope 
success

Less than one year from the 
formal kick-off date of the New 
Hope Campaign we have raised 
pledges of over $3,730,000, 
surpassing our original goal of 
$3,600,000. You have shown faith, 
hope and charity helping us to lift 
up our needy brothers and sisters 
here and in Kajo Keji. 

I have been humbled as I have 
witnessed so many selfless acts of 
love. You have been teaching me 
what it means to be a Christian. 
I believe that we, as a diocesan 
community, have matured in our 
mutual faith. We have grown as 
we have left our personal agendas 
behind and met at 
Christ’s side, following 
his agenda. This 
is loving others as 
ourselves.

We are receiving 
grant applications from 
parishes to support new 
outreach initiatives in 
northeastern Pennsylvania. In Kajo 
Keji, we have completed one third 
of the college. We will soon see 
pictures of priests attending courses 
at the college. We have broken 
ground to build the first New Hope 
primary school in Romogi. This fall, 
Trip Trepagnier, chair of the World 
Mission Committee and I will be 
meeting with representatives of 
Grameen Microfinance Bank in 
Washington, DC and the Five 
Talents Microfinance organization 
in Virginia to begin to develop our 
microfinance project.

Our fund raising work is not yet 
complete. We need to raise another 
$400,000 in pledges. This is due to 
three factors beyond our control. 
(1) Our original estimates of the 
costs of building the schools were 
lower than the actual costs. (2) The 
government of the New Sudan has 

doubled the minimum 
number of classrooms 
per school. (3) The 
has seen concrete and 
other construction 
materials have 
experienced hyper-
inflation because of 
the building boom in 

the New Sudan. Some commodities 
have tripled in price.

Without these additional funds 
two schools will not be built and 
supported, taking the promise 
of a better future from over 500 
children per year. The literacy rate 
in Southern Sudan is estimated to 
be 15 to 20%. In ten years time 
our New Hope primary schools 
alone can double the literacy rate. 
You can insure that a child learns 
to read. We can launch a cycle of 
success. I’ve increased my New 
Hope pledge. I ask you to join me. 

You have shown faith, 
hope and charity 
helping us to lift up 
our needy brothers and 
sisters here and in Kajo 
Keji.

$3.7 million contributed 
and pledged burst the 

$3.6 million  goal.

Thank you!
New Hope Campaign



Sept. 28-30 Clergy Retreat at 
Jesuit Spiritual Center, Wenersville, 
beginning 5:00 p.m. on Sunday
September 30: Pre-Convention
Meeting, St. Alban’s Sinking 
Spring, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 2: Pre-Convention Meeting, 
Epiphany Clarks Summit, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 5: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. James Drifton
Oct. 5: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Stephen’s Whitehall
Oct. 5: Homecoming Centennial 
Celebration, St. Margaret’s 
Emmaus, 10:30 a.m. 
Oct. 7: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 7: Pre-Convention Meeting, 
St. Anne’s Trexlertown, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 8: Clergy Bible Study II, St 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Oct. 10-11: Diocesan Convention, 
at Christ Church, Reading
Oct. 14: Clergy Bible Study III, St 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
Oct. 15: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Paul’s Troy, 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 16: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Trinity and St. Phillip Lansford, 
6:00 p.m.
Oct. 16: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 18: Bishop Jack at St. Luke’s 
Scranton, Celebration of New 
Ministry with their rector, Father 
Peter D’Angio, 2 p.m.
Oct. 19: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Paul’s Troy
Oct. 19: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Luke’s Lebanon, followed by 
150th Anniversary Homecoming 
Reception
Oct. 21: Souper Day, New 
Bethany Ministries
Oct. 25: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to the Peacemeal Community, 
Scranton
Oct. 26: Visitation of Bishop 
Paul to Good Shepherd/St. John’s 
Milford
Oct. 28: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
John’s Hamlin, 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 29: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
Oct. 29: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
Oct. 29: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
George’s Hellertown, 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 30: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Margaret’s Emmaus, 6:00 p.m.

Oct. 31: Phantom of the Opera 
and David Briggs at the Berghaus 
Pipe Organ in Wilkes-Barre.
Nov. 2: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Christ Church Reading
Nov. 2: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. John’s Hamlin
Nov 4: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Nov 5: Clergy Bible Study II, St. 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Nov. 7-9: Creating a Culture of 
Peace, hosted at Kirkridge by 
Diocesan Peace Commission. See 
page A6.
Nov. 9: Visitation of Bishop 
Paul to St. George’s Hellertown, 
Centennial Homecoming 
Celebration.
Nov. 9: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Trinity Lansford
Nov. 11: Clergy Bible Study III, St 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
Nov. 12: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
Nov. 12: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
Nov. 14-16: Happening #18 
(grades 9-12), Kirby House.
See page A6.
Nov. 16: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Margaret’s Emmaus
Nov. 16: Trinity Pottsville 
Concert Series, Two-Part 
Invention, 4 p.m.
Nov. 18: Clergy Day
Nov. 18: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Peter’s Hazleton, 6:00 p.m.
Nov. 20: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.
Nov. 23: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Peter’s Hazleton
Nov. 25: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 6:00 p.m.
Nov. 27: Thanksgiving
Nov. 30: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Christ Church Forest City
Nov. 30: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Trinity Carbondale
Dec. 7: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre
Dec. 7: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. George’s Nanticoke
Dec. 9: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Dec. 9: Archdeacon’s visit to      
St. Brigid’s Nazareth, 6:00 p.m.
Dec.10: Clergy Bible Study II, St 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.

Dec. 10: Festival Service of 
Lessons & Carols for Advent, St. 
Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-
Barre, 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Brigid’s Nazareth
Dec. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. John’s Palmerton
Dec. 16: Clergy Bible Study III, St 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m. 
Dec. 16: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Good Shepherd Scranton, 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 17: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
Dec. 17: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
Dec. 17: Wyoming Valley Band 
Christmas Concert with organist 
Mark Laubach, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 18: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Calvary Tamaqua, 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 18: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.
Dec. 21: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Good Shepherd Scranton
Dec 21: Messiah Sing-Along 
with the Robert Dale Chorale 
and orchestra, St. Stephen’s Pro-
Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, 3:00 p.m.

2009
Jan. 30-31: Bishop’s Day with 
Youth (grades 6-12), St. John the 
Divine, NYC
March 12: Clergy Day
March 28: Diocesan Training 
for Ministry Day, St. Stephen’s, 
Wilkes-Barre.
April 2: Chrism Mass, Cathedral 
Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m.
April 24-26: Christophany, grades 
6-12, location TBA
April 25: Diocesan Stewardship 
Conference at the Cathedral. Led 
by Terry Parsons.
May 12: Clergy Day
July 8-17: General Convention of 
The Episcopal Church, Anaheim, CA.
July 25-Aug. 1: Sr. High Mission 
Trip, grades 9-12, Hurricane 
Katrina Relief, location TBA. 

JESUIT
MEDIA
INITIATIVES

pray-as-you-go.org
daily prayer for your

MP3 player
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PRAY FOR            PLAN AHEAD PRAY FOR
In the Diocese of Bethlehem 
www.diobeth.org 

Oct. 5: Trinity Church, 
Mt. Pocono,
The Rev. Charles Rice, Interim,                                  
www.TrinityMtPocono.org

Oct. 12: Episcopal Housing 
for the Elderly of  Allentown, 
www.episcopalhouse.com,
Reading, and Slate Belt 

Oct. 19: Trinity Church, 
Pottsville, The Rev. James 
Rinehart, rector 

Oct. 26: Trinity Church, West 
Pittston, The Rev. John Major, 
rector, www.trinityeaston.org

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org

Oct. 5: The clergy and people 
of The Church in Wales

Oct. 12: The clergy and 
people of the Church of the 
Province ofWest Africa

Oct. 19: The clergy and 
people of The Church in the 
Province of the West Indies

Oct. 26: The clergy and people 
of The Church of Ceylon

The Diocese of Kajo Keji

Oct. 5: Kimu Parish,
The Rev. Grace Juru,               
The Rev. Wilson Lomugun

Oct. 12: Kinyi’ba Parish,
The Rev. Augustino Lubang

Oct. 19: Kiri Parish,
The Rev. Henry Kwanyi

Oct. 26: Koi’ba Parish,
The Rev. John Wani Mulai

Pray for our New Hope 
Campaign for a New 
Sudan and the Needy in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Pray for the Diocese of 
Swaziland in Africa, Bishop 
Meshack Mabuza and the 
Diocesan AIDS Ministry.

Pray for all places in conflict... 
the peacemakers and the 
peacekeepers, the victims 
of starvation, the victims of 
devastation along the Gulf Coast, 
and those dedicated to their relief.

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, Afghanistan, Sudan, 
Northern Ireland and Iraq. 
Pray for peace in our hearts 
and throughout the world.
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They’ll be coming to your 
church.

Deacon George Loeffler has 
been chaplain to Bishop Paul 
Marshall for 12 years, a ministry he 
has found “immensely fulfilling.” 
Who’d have thought he would 
one day fly? Deacon Rodney Conn 
was recently named chaplain to 
Assistant Bishop Jack Croneberger.

Deacon George has been a 
deacon for 41 years. To help with 
preparations, he has arrived about 

You’ll be seeing our Bishops’ Chaplains
one hour before Bishop Paul at just 
about every church the Bishop has 
presided and preached. He also serves 
as archivist and elected secretary of 
the Diocese of Bethlehem.

Deacon Rodney was ordained 
a deacon earlier this year. One can 
only guess when Deacon George 
will teach him to fly.

He has worked in the chemical 
industry related to the adhesives 
and sealants industry since his 1987 
graduation from the University of 
Akron with a degree in chemistry. 
He is currently employed by Evonik 
Degussa Corp., in Piscataway, 
New Jersey. He is chair of ASTM 
C24 Committee on Building Seals 
and Sealants and a member of the 
American Chemical Society and the 
Society of Automotive Engineers.

He and his wife, Sarabel, have 
been members of Grace Allentown 
since 2001 where he has served 
as Eucharistic minister, licensed 
preacher, acolyte and vestry 
member. He is currently serving as 
president of the board of directors 
of Grace Community Foundation 
(the parish food pantry), and where 

he will continue to serve part of his 
diaconal ministry.

The Conns reside in Salisbury 
Township where Rodney serves on 
the Township’s Zoning Hearing 

Board. Sarabel works as a chemist 
at Air Products and Chemicals.

Deacon George began life in 
South Orange, New Jersey, where 
he lived until attending Lehigh 
University. There he received 
a degree in physics and joined 
Bell Telephone Laboratories as a 
member of the technical staff. 

While designing components 
for unusually high-reliability use 
(the first transoceanic telephone 
cables, communications satellites, 

and underwater fixed naval sonar 
systems), he deprived Bell Labs of one 
of their chemical researchers, Barbara 
Bowen, by marrying her They have 
two daughters, Ann and Carol. 

Barbara is a graphic artist and 
does custom printing. Ann is a 

supervisor doing nuclear 
magnetic resonance 
work for Air Products 
and Chemicals. Carol is 
a professor at Dickinson 
College in Carlisle where 
she teaches botany.

The rector of Grace 
Church in Madison, New 
Jersey, perceived George’s 
diaconal tendencies, and 

recommended that he “go 
for it.” He was ordained a deacon 
in the Diocese of Newark in 1967. 
Newark soon lost him when Bell 
transferred him to Allentown. 
His early diaconal ministry in 
Bethlehem was in combined 
parishes, making it possible for 
one rector to have simultaneous 
services in two churches on Sunday 
mornings. On occasion, he has kept 
parishes going during periods of 
searching for priestly leadership.

Deacon George Loeffler

Deacon Rodney Conn

[A young man was murdered 
behind Grace Allentown on August 
10. It was Allentown’s 13th homicide 
this year. Two Sundays later, 
parishioners of Grace processed to the 
spot of the killing to read God’s word 
and to recommit themselves to holding 
out a corner of grace in a troubled 
neighborhood. The service began as 
follows.]

Jameel Clark, 20, predicted 
he would die. Two days before his 

Murder in a church backyard
‘No matter how close the darkness comes, we 
will never sell out.’

prediction came true, he fought 
with Roman, a Latin Kings gang 
member, in a center city diner in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania. Roman 
told his friend, Melvin Velazquez, 
18, known as Trigger.

During the early morning hours 
of Sunday, August 10, Clark went 
to a house behind Grace Episcopal 
Church to try to straighten things 
out peacefully, according to friends 
who warned him not to go there 
because friends of Roman might 
be nearby and might cause trouble. 
Clark was more concerned that 
trouble might find him when he was 
with his one-year-old daughter.

 A witness said Clark and 
Velazquez fought outside the home. 
Clark ripped a black-and-yellow bead 
necklace, a Latin King symbol, off 
Velazquez’s neck. Velazquez pulled a 
handgun and shot Clark several times 
on a bleak, macadam parking lot.

Two readers proclaimed a 
version of this responsively, at the 
spot where Clark had been gunned 
down, the lot where Grace Church 
builds an Easter fire to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

The people of Grace Church 
processed to the spot where the 

killing took place “in an endeavor 
to stand in solidarity with the good 
people of their neighborhood,” 
according to Grace Church senior 
warden Libby House, “and to pray 
for Jameel and others who have died 
violently in this city, to read God’s 
word and to recommit themselves 
to holding out a corner of grace in a 
troubled neighborhood.”

The gathering of some 80 
people, including a few from the 
neighborhood, prayed a litany 
composed for the service: “From the 
works of darkness, deliver us, O God 
… From the violence around us 
and the violence within us … From 
everything that plagues this world, 
this city, the neighborhood we call 
home … from the works of darkness, 
deliver us, O God.”

The presider prayed: “Blessed 
One, you give us life and breath, and 
all of us return to you. Touch this 
place where blood has been shed 
with the cleansing of your Presence. 
Where there is grief, bring your 
comfort. Where there is horror, bring 
your calming hand. Where there is 
desecration, breathe your sanctifying 
Spirit. Strengthen us to reclaim this 
place as your sacred ground, a place 
where you dwell with us.”

Two days before, The Morning 
Call published On Facing Evil in a 
Dark Downtown Parking Lot, an op-
ed by The Rev. Dr. Patrick Malloy 

who has been rector of Grace Church 
for seven years. [Read the op-ed on 
page 19 of the national edition of 
Episcopal Life.]

Not only did the killing happen 
behind the church, but Clark lived 
in the same apartment building as the 
rector, five blocks from the church.

“On this corner, in this city, in 
this broken world, we are the witness 
of the Light,” Malloy preached after 
the gathering had been led by the 
Easter Candle from the parking lot 
back to the church. “We will feed 
the hungry and educate the needy 
and do what we can so the jobless 
can find work. We will try to cut 
a path though the legal thicket 
and try to wipe foolish youngsters’ 
records clean. And, may it be, that 
we will before long offer hope to torn 
families and housing to people who 
live under the bridge. But above all, 
we will not run. We will not shrink 
from the darkness, we will never 
surrender to it, but we will stand 
strong, and we will build a fire … 
No matter how close the darkness 
comes, no matter how deep it grows, 
we will never sell out. We will never 
deny what we know to be true. We 
will build a fire because a fire burns 
in us. A fire we did not set. And 
we will huddle together in its light 
and in its warmth, and we will not 
leave, no matter how dark and cold 
it becomes.”


