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Junior high mission trippers 
worked in Susquehanna County 

Fifteen Junior High youth and four adults from the Diocese of  Bethlehem spent four days learning about and 
helping to clean up Salt Springs State Park and Shelley Nature Preserve.                                         See page A7

New Hope Sunday: September 21

Tracy Kidder, in his 2003 book, Mountains Beyond Mountains, about Dr. Paul Farmer’s volunteer work in 
Haiti, asks the perennial question, how a just God could permit great misery … caused largely by extreme 
poverty. He leads with an answer supplied by a Haitian peasants’ proverb: God gives but doesn’t share. This 
means, as Dr. Farmer explains, “God gives us humans everything we need to flourish, but he’s not the one 
who’s supposed to divvy up the loot. That charge was laid upon us.”                                          Posters designed by Jenifer Gamber.
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Free from the prison of envy           
Sarah eventually used the word jealous, 
but what was going on for her was 
a particularly vicious form of envy, a 
capability we are apparently born with. 
Envy is called the coldest of the deadly 
sins because it destroys the heart of the 
one caught up in it while also causing 
harm to others. It was devouring Sarah. 
She felt it but did not understand what 
was happening to her. [Bishop Paul, A2]

Anne Kitch joins diocesan staff 
As Canon for Formation in 
the Christian Faith. [A3]

Former RC priests received            
Bishop Paul received two former RC 
priests as priests of the Episcopal Church 
and the Diocese of Bethlehem. [A3]

Northern Tier parish news              
Parishes join to aid Susquehanna 
County food banks. Trinity 
Carbondale gears up for 175 
years. St. Paul’s Montrose hosted 
Music Camp, and received parade 
award for float that best represented 
service to others. [A4 and A11]

Founding director of                     
Grace Montessori retires [A5]

EYE on the future [A6]

Bears for New Bethany [A6]

Teens on mission trip go 
green with God [A7]

The presence and ministry of Eric Snyder 
Story by Scott Allen and excerpt 
from Rick Cluett’s sermon. [A8]

Money isn’t/is everything  A workshop 
on stewardship and planned giving [A9]

Church finances, endowments and 
stewardship  It’s sad to see a church 
close its doors, tell its parishioners to go 
elsewhere to worship, and abandon a 
history and tradition that may go back 
many decades. [Bob Wilkins, A10] 

Calendar and Cycles of Prayer [A11] 

Historic Stroudsburg church takes on 
major renovation and expansion [A12] 

INSIDE EPISCOPAL LIFE

Cover stories: (1) The Anglican 
Communion’s once-per-decade 
Lambeth Conference, including an 
eight-page section beginning on page 
seven. (2) Trends and challenges 
affecting the Episcopal Church’s 12 
seminaries, including its oldest, General 
Theological Seminary in New York.

For current news and features
Visit the newSpin blog: 

www.diobeth.typepad.com/
diobeth_newspin



To be free 
from the prison 
of envy
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      ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE             
It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks.

BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL

Dragging a broken leg on 
crutches, 12-year-old Brenda 
was delicately making her way 
through the classroom. Sarah’s 
foot shot out. Brenda crashed to 
the floor. “It was an accident,” 
lied Sarah, automatically and 
without conscious thought.

The truth was, she did 
not know why she had hurt 
Brenda. She simply felt very 
bad and strangely triumphant. 
Her parents were shocked. 
Sarah knew only that it “just 
came out of me.”

As we talked in the weeks 
following, Sarah was able to 
describe the impulse to hurt 
her classmate. “She is so good 
at everything and everybody 
likes her … it makes me hate 
her.”

Eventually, Sarah used the 
word jealous, but what was going 
on for her was a particularly 
vicious form of envy, a 
capability we are apparently 
born with. Envy is called the 
coldest of the deadly sins 
because it destroys the heart of 
the one caught up in it while 
also causing harm to others. It 
was devouring Sarah. She felt 

it but did not understand what 
was happening to her.

I do not use envy here in 
the sense of my seeing my 
neighbor’s car and wishing I 
had one like that. I think of a 
kind of malevolent envy that 
experiences the happiness or 
talents of others as somehow 
a personal deprivation. It is as 
though one has been robbed 
because somebody else has 
something good.

Sarah saw Brenda’s good-
ness, talent, and popularity 
as taking away 
something she 
felt she should 
have but did 
not. She wanted 
to be good, 
gifted, and well 
loved; but she 
felt quite the 
opposite, so she 
struck out at her 
classmate.

“It is not 
enough to succeed,” Gore 
Vidal once said. “Others must 
fail.” When other people’s 
success or happiness makes us 
mad, we discover why this sin 
is deadly. It leaves us with no 
peace. We need to lash out at 
the one we envy—or become 
them. The cult classic The King 
of Comedy, starring Robert 
DeNiro, depicts the extreme 
attempt to become the envied 
other. 

People driven by, or 
suffering from, envy are never 
happy. They usually have 
nothing good to say about 
anybody. They live in a world 
of self-imposed misery, which 
they do not understand. They 
are stuck, like an infant, in a 

place of powerless rage when 
it senses that all good and all 
nurture come from a mother. 
Infants are said to sense that 
they are powerless to produce 
anything except what infants 
can produce, and even that 
is taken away from them at 
regular intervals. They usually 
outgrow this. The envious do 
not.

I think there are several 
options to consider if one is 
being consumed by envy. The 
first is to admit one’s envy, own 
it, inhabit it. After all the only 

way to get rid of 
an unwelcome 
feeling is to let 
oneself have it.

But having 
admitted envy, 
we can reconsider 
the person we 
envy and practice 
admiration. Ac-
knowledge the 
gifts and talents 
of the other 

without begrudging it. After 
all, admiration says something 
good about the person who does 
the admiring: he or she has a 
discerning eye and good taste.

In the film, Amadeus, 
Salieri tortured himself over 
Mozart’s gifts. He complains 
bitterly that God has gifted 
Mozart more, and is enraged 
with God for making him able 
to understand just how gifted 
Mozart is. He had the option 
or realizing that his keen ear 
was a compliment to him.

Instead of displaying him-
self as a gifted music critic, 
he increasingly diminished 
himself as a person.

Admiration is not ideal-
ization –– it is quite dangerous 

Admiration allows us 
to value what is good in 
another and turn it into 
a model for our own 
behaviors or ambitions. 
I cannot emulate what 
I hate. I can, however, 
work towards becoming 
some of the things I like 
in others.

to assume that anyone is 
perfect. It is spiritually healthy 
to acknowledge that God has 
gifted the entire human race 
in many ways, but that each of 
us is a shade of gray.

Admiration allows us to 
value what is good in another 
and turn it into a model for our 
own behaviors or ambitions. I 
cannot emulate what I hate. 
I can, however, work towards 
becoming some of the things I 
like in others.

Admiration allows us to see 
other vessels, resources, and 
models. But it is not the only 
way to escape from the trap of 
envy. There is gratitude. 

We can have gratitude that 
God has given such gifts at all, 
and that this or that person 
lets that goodness show. We 
can have gratitude that we do 
not have the burden of being 
the person who has to bear the 
burden of being absolutely the 
best. 

Gratitude allows us to 
suspend our disbelief in the 
personhood of those we envy. 
At the same time, it comes 
as a great relief. All goodness 
does not have to be centered 
in us. We do not have to bear 
the burden of being actually 
the master of the universe. 

To rise above envy is a 
liberation. Admiration and 
gratitude warm our hearts and 
allow us to join the human 
race and be content. I hope 
that is what happened for 
Sarah, but the truth is that I 
do not know.



The Rev. Canon Anne E. Kitch, 
Canon for Christian Formation 
at the Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem, since 1999, 
has accepted Bishop Paul Marshall’s 
invitation to become Canon for 
Formation in the Christian Faith 
in the Diocese of Bethlehem. She 
began her ministry on Diocesan 
Staff on August 11. Canon Kitch 
“wants to begin by learning 

what programs and curricula are 
used in parishes throughout the 
Diocese,” said Archdeacon Howard 
Stringfellow.

The job description for this 
position includes the following: The 
Canon • will work directly with 
parishes to help them nurture the 
life of faith in children by visiting 
parishes throughout the Diocese 
and identifying their ministries and 
leaders, • will consult with parishes 
as may be beneficial to the formation 
of faith, • will create resources for 
use in the Diocese, leading and 
evaluating the children’s ministry, 
website, and communication. 
Emphasis will be placed also on the 
development of children’s faith in 
the home. Current resources will be 
maintained and enlarged, including 
a bibliography and library of 
children’s books and media, parents’ 
books and media on the formation 
of faith, and curricula for parishes 

with a variety of needs. 
She will offer training for 

the diocesan community in 
appropriate curricula including 
Godly Play, Journey to Adulthood, 
and Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd. “Fairs” may supplement 
“trainings” where parishes can be 
introduced to curricula and other 
resources available for Sunday 
School, Vacation Bible School, 
and other recognized programs. 
“Trainings,” including parenting 
workshops and retreats for 
teachers, will also nurture faith in 
adults who minister with children. 

Formation of Faith will include 
education for adults through 
coordination of Education for 
Ministry in the diocesan community 
and through development of 
educational material for inquirers’ 
classes, Baptismal preparation, and 
marriage seminars. Additionally, 
she will respond to the needs of 
formation in the Diocese by writing 
and teaching. These resources may 
be shared by by way of presentations, 
development of web resources, and 
consultation. The aim is to minister 

Anne Kitch Joins Diocesan Staff 
as Canon for Formation 
in the Chrisitan Faith

to the development of formation in 
faith within and beyond the Diocese 
of Bethlehem.

Canon Kitch is the author 
of Taking the Plunge: Baptism and 
Parenting (Morehouse 2006), 
The Anglican Family Prayer Book 
(Morehouse 2004) and six books 
for children: What We Do In Lent 
(Morehouse 2007) What We Do in 
Advent (Morehouse 2006), What 
We Do in Church (Morehouse 
2004), Bless This Way (Morehouse 
2003), One Little Church Mouse 
(Morehouse 2002) and Bless This 
Day (Morehouse 2000). She has 
also been a columnist for Episcopal 
Teacher since 2004.

Prior to coming to the Cathedral, 
she served at St. Peter’s Church in 
Peekskill, NY. Her background, 
prior to entering the seminary, is in 
education (1984-91).

She holds an MDiv from 
General Theological Seminary, 
NY, an MA in Education from the 
University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, 
MN, and an AB in English from 
Carleton College, Northfield, MN.

Bishop Paul V. Marshall received 
two former Roman Catholic priests 
as priests of the Episcopal Church 
and the Diocese of Bethlehem on 
June 10 at the Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, Bethlehem. The 
Rev. Bruce Baker and The Rev. 
Michael Metro brought to 13 the 
number of former Roman Catholic 
priests serving in or associated 
with the Diocese of Bethlehem. At 
least seven others served in the 14-
county northeastern Pennsylvania 
diocese at some point over the past 
three decades.

 “The movement of clergy 
between our churches is not 
new,” said Diocese of Bethlehem 
communication minister Canon 
Bill Lewellis. “I was a Roman 
Catholic priest for 18 years 
and became an Episcopalian in 
1982. Over my 26 years as an 
Episcopalian, I have known some 
20 former Roman Catholic priests, 
now Episcopal priests, including 
our former bishop, who have served 
in the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
During those same years, only one 
local Episcopal priest has become a 
Roman Catholic priest. The flow to 
the Episcopal Church has become 
so common that it is usually not 

accompanied by the splash given 
to the man-bites-dog story of one 
flowing in the other direction.” 

Contrary to the practice of the 
Roman Catholic Church requiring 
Episcopal priests to be re-ordained, 
the Episcopal Church recognizes 
the ordination of Roman Catholic 
priests and receives them into its 
community with a service titled 
The Reception of Priestly Orders.

Metro, a native of Lansford, 
served as a priest in the Diocese of 
Allentown from 1996 to 2001. He 
earned a BA and an MDiv from St. 
Charles Seminary, Overbrook. He 
has been a parishioner and vestry 
member at St. Stephen’s Church, 
Whitehall, since 2001. He and his 
wife, Jennifer Talianek, reside in 
Neffs. He is employed as a United 
States Postal Service carrier in 
the Lehigh Valley, and had been 
employed also as a chaplain at 
Manor Care, Easton.

Baker, a native of New Orleans, 
was raised there as an Episcopalian. 
Two of his uncles and a cousin were 
Episcopal priests. He became a 
Roman Catholic after marrying his 
late wife, Patricia, who died in 1990. 
They had eight children. He was 
ordained a married deacon in the 

Roman Catholic Church in 1982. 
His diaconal ministry included 
eleven years of parish ministry in a 
parish community of 4,000 families. 
He directed TV commercials and 
industrial films in Dallas, Texas 
and worked as a filmmaker and 
businessman in Los Angeles. From 
1965 to 1973, he worked as senior 
filmmaker for religious, educational 
and documentary films at the 
Franciscan Communication Center 
in Los Angeles. 

Three years after his wife’s 
death, when his youngest daughter 
reached 18 years of age, Baker 
entered the Carmelite Order and 
began his formation and studies for 
the Roman Catholic priesthood. 
He was ordained a priest of the 
Carmelite Order in 1999 and 

served for the next seven years as 
director of the Mt. Carmel Spiritual 
Centre, Niagara Falls, Ontario, 
Canada. He was co-founder of 
the Spiritual Director Training 
Program there. He has worked as a 
spiritual director/therapist, retreat/
workshop presenter, and certified 
Imago Couples therapist.

He earned a BA (Baylor, 1963) and 
MA (Loyola-Marymount University, 
Los Angeles, 1975) in communications 
and an MA in theology and pastoral 
studies (Washington Theological 
Union, Washington, D.C., 1999).    
He moved to the Reading, 
Pennsylvania, area in 2006, became 
an Episcopalian at St. Alban’s Church, 
Sinking Spring, and a resident 
chaplain at Reading Hospital.  He 
married Susan Bowers in 2007.

Two former Roman Catholic 
priests received as priests 
of the Episcopal Church

The Rev. Canon Anne E. Kitch

From left to right: Bishop John Croneberger, Father Bruce Baker, Bishop Paul Marshall and Father Michael Metro.
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Three Northern Tier Episcopal 
churches held an ingathering of food 
in July for Susquehanna County 
food banks. St. Paul’s Montrose, 
St. Mark’s New Milford and, Christ 
Church Susquehanna distributed 
grocery bags to parishioners with 
a list of needed items. Parishioners 
responded with an abundant harvest 
of foodstuffs and personal hygiene 
items for the Trehab Food Banks in 
South Montrose and Oakland.

“It was a thrilling sight to see 
parishioners bring grocery bags 
to church on Sunday morning,” 
reported Jeanette Saulo, project 

coordinator at Christ Church. 
“I could not help but think that 
after the Sunday worship we were 
sharing this blessed food with our 
friends and neighbors through the 
Oakland Food Bank.”

The parishes were responding 
to the growing food needs of the 
area. Many county residents are 
feeling the increase in the cost of 
food, along with the regular summer 
reality of children out of school, 
who otherwise get their nutrition 

Northern Tier parishes join to aid 
Susquehanna County food banks

at school. The three parishes joined 
together to make a significant 
donation of food and other items, 
such as diapers. 

Parishioners will also collect 
blankets as the cold weather draws 
near. “We are looking ahead to 
the coming seasons,” reports Mary 
Zalewski, who represents St. Paul’s 
on the Montrose Ecumenical 
Committee of Christian Response. 
“First up on our fall calendar will 
be ‘Undie Sunday,’ when we will 
collect underwear, socks, and 
sweaters for school children; then 
we will work on blankets and other 
winter necessities for Interfaith.” 
The supplies for school children are 
distributed to all the school nurses 
in Susquehanna County.

“Blankets, afghans, and 
comforters are very important 
during the cold winter months,” 
stated Brenda Loubet, director of 
Interfaith in Montrose. “We present 
clients with a blanket during the 
winter. With the cost of heating, 
many of our clients, especially 
the elderly, save by lowering their 
thermostat. The blankets, sweaters, 
and afghans are a blessing.”

At Trinity Carbondale, three 
buckling Tiffany windows were 
removed in early June, have been 
restored over the past two months 
and will be reinstalled in September. 
The church is gearing up for its 175th 
birthday. 

When the windows, designed by 
Louis Comfort Tiffany in 1899, are 
rededicated, it will be the highlight 
for a congregation that has been 
through fire and flood to reach a 
momentous anniversary.

“It’s wonderful knowing that 
I’m part of a little history, that my 
kids will be part of a history,” Jaki 
Sheare, senior warden at Trinity, 
said.

In the flood of 2006, the building 
sustained nearly $200,000 in damage. 
The basement was filled with water, 
the heating and electrical systems 
wrecked.

“You just took a deep breath and 
said, ‘Oh, my God, how are we going 
to do this?’” said Dawn Pentecost, 
the church’s longtime organist.

Trinity Carbondale gears up for 175 years
But doubts that Trinity would 

recover were overmatched by a will 
to bounce back.

“You can’t let down the people 
who worked so hard to get us that 
far,” Pentecost said. “You really had 
to have faith and rebuild.”

The relief donations started 
trickling in, $1 here, $5 there, and 
$10,000 given by former congregant 
Jack Drum of Connecticut.

“We survived it,” Sheare said. 
“And we’ve survived it stronger with 
conviction.” The flood wasn’t the 
church’s first brush with disaster.

Trinity was jointly founded in 
1832 with a group of city Methodists. 
(Technically, this is Trinity’s 176th 
year of existence, but its 175th 
birthday celebration.) The original 
building stood until January 1936, 
when it was destroyed in a fire. By 
then it was being used as a rectory. 
The cornerstone to the current 
church was laid in 1899, as old as 
the windows.

Pentecost said she doesn’t 
believe Trinity’s founders would be 
surprised to see the congregation 
still going strong with 50 families.

“They were planning for the 
future,” she said. “The only problem 
is the church they built at the turn 
of the century was for a booming, 
flourishing Carbondale.”

What’s kept the church going is 
the pride of its members and its bond 
with the community, Sheare said. Mr. 
Drum is a perfect example – a former 
congregant now for decades, he gave 
another $10,000 for the $18,000 it 
will cost to refurbish the windows.

Of course, the church does its 
share of giving, too, from fundraising 
for the YMCA to visiting shut-ins 
and offering space for Alcoholics 
Anonymous meetings.

Come fall, the celebration will 
include the rededication, historical 
displays of original chalices and gas 
lamps, a Saturday concert and a 
special Sunday service.

Jacob Baut is sixth generation at 
the Baut Studios in Swoyersville, the 
company that has the arduous task 
of restoring the glass. “They’ll be 
reinstalled with new protective storm 
glazing on the outside and everything 
will look original,” he said. The 
windows are valued at more than $1 
million. The fix costs $18,000.

Church leaders said they acted now 
before it was too late. “If it were to go 
on too much longer, you know, you take 
the chance of them being destroyed 
or irreparably damaged,” said Trinity 
rector, Father Donald Schaible.

[This is a slightly edited story by Jeremy 
Burton that first appeared in the Times-
Tribune, Scranton, in early June]

Joan Flint of  St. Mark’s, New Milford, delivers food 
supplies to a local food bank in Oakland. St. Paul’s Parishioners Jane Chandler, Mary Zalewski, 

Ben Zalewski, and Margaret Bugh prepare bags of  
food to be delivered to the Food Bank for distribution. 
The bags were collected at three area Episcopal Parishes 
– Christ Church, Susquehanna; St. Mark’s, New 
Milford; and, St. Paul’s, Montrose.

Historic St. Paul’s 
Montrose hosted 
Children’s Music 
Camp

Historic St. Paul’s Montrose 
hosted a Children’s Music Camp 
over four days in June, under the 
co-direction of Sarah Birchard 
and Jamie Dean-Brackett. The 
children presented a “concert” 
for their parents and friends at 
the conclusion of the camp.

In the photo, Birchard (left), 
and Mary Ann DeWitt (right), 
camp coordinator, are joined by 
three excited friends as they plan 
camp activities.

Birchard obtained a degree in 
French Horn Performance and 
Music Education at Carnegie 
Mellon University, earned a 
Master’s degree from Binghamton 
University in Educational Studies, 
and attained certification to teach 
Kindermusik, a music education 
program designed specifically for 
children.

Jamie Dean-Brackett, not 
pictured here, received her B.S. in 
Music Education from Duquesne 
University and her Master’s Degree 
in French Horn Performance from 
Carnegie Mellon University.  She 
has performed in orchestras with 
many artists including Ray Charles, 
Shirley Jones and John Tesh. She 
has been teaching K-12 vocal and 
instrumental for 15 years.

“We are truly blessed to have 
such leadership,” DeWitt said. “It’s 
wonderful to draw upon the musical 
talent of Montrose and the area, 
and share it with our children. This 
underlines the purpose of the Camp, 
to highlight our local talent and 
provide outstanding, professional 
models for our children.”

The Children’s Music Camp 
was part of Historic St. Paul’s Spirit 
of Summer, a summer-long program 
of music, children’s activities, and 
participation in community events.
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Sixteen years ago, while 
volunteering at the Grace 
Community Foundation Food Pantry 
in Allentown, Cathy Constantin 
Reid noticed developmental and 
learning delays in some children of 
the pantry clients. Stirred to action, 
this experienced Montessori teacher 
took a handful of children aside. 
That was the symbolic beginning of 
Grace Montessori School.

She approached Father Donald 
Knapp, then rector of Grace 
Church, and later the Diocese of 
Bethlehem with the suggestion of 
opening at the church a Montessori 
pre-school for at-risk children. 
Both the church and the Diocese 
recognized Cathy’s gifts and saw 
in her proposal the opportunity 
for living out the Gospel through 
outreach ministry in downtown 
Allentown.

Grace Montessori School 
opened its doors in September 1992, 
funded by a $10,000 seed grant from 
the Diocese, made possible by an 
anonymous donor who wished to 
fund “social justice work in the inner 
city.”

Cathy retired this year from her 
service at the school she founded. 

In June, Grace Church celebrated 
her trailblazing and dedication, 
her commitment to excellence 
in education, and her heart for 
serving the poor. They will always 
be honored by the students she has 
taught and loved, the teachers she 
has trained and mentored, and the 
grateful church and community she 
has served.

During the first year, the 
school’s two teachers served seven 
children and their families. Classes 
were held in the church’s basement. 
Each year, enrollment increased. 
The economic, religious, cultural, 
and ethnic diversity of the student 
body and the faculty grew as well. 
A steady evolution resulted in a 
unique, award-winning school 
and certified Montessori teacher-
training site (one of fewer than 
40 in the United States), with 
a reputation for educational 
excellence, moral grounding and 
diversity.

As the school grew, it occupied 
most of the church’s space. To 
accommodate ever-increasing 
enroll-ment, a secondary site opened 
in 2000. In 2005, having outgrown 
the church location and a satellite 
site on Hamilton Street, the school 
moved into its state-of-the-art 
headquarters at 814 Linden Street, 

three blocks west of the church. 
The renovation of the building was 
achieved through grants, generous 
gifts given by individual donors and 
foundations, and a partnership with 
the Allentown Parking Authority, 
the owner of the building.

Now in its sixteenth year, Grace 
Montessori School has remained 
faithful to its original moral purpose, 
setting aside approximately 30 
percent of its slots for economically 
disadvantaged children and raising 
funds to provide scholarships for 
those children. Cathy served the 
school throughout these years, for a 
short time as  director, mostly as lead 
teacher.

Today, the school serves 
approximately 120 children with a 
staff and faculty of 18 professionals.

Cathy’s vision grew to 
include not only preschool but 
also kindergarten and a lower 
elementary program. The school 
currently provides education for 
children ages three through nine. 
The elementary classroom, for 
which Cathy has served as lead 
teacher for the past two years, is 
located on the second floor of the 
administrative wing of the church. 
Plans for consolidating the school 
by developing 10,000 square feet of 
vacant space just across a side street 
from the primary school site are 
underway, representing the hope 
that tomorrow may bring.

Cathy received her bachelor’s 
degree in child development from 
Carnegie-Mellon University in 
Pittsburgh and her Montessori 
Diploma with highest commendation 
from the St. Nicholas Training 
Center for the Montessori Method 
in London, England. She has 
taught for over 25 years in various 
settings including Montessori, 
Head Start, special education, 
childcare vocational education, 
church school, and childcare for 

Founding 
director of Grace 
Montessori 
School retires
BY LIBBY HOUSE AND BILL LEWELLIS

international children. Her previous 
administrative experiences include 
acting as the educational director of 
the Montessori School of Iowa City, 
Iowa. She has served as both professor 
and director of the Lehigh Carbon 
Community College Montessori 
Teacher Training Program.

Developed by Dr. Maria 
Montessori, the Montessori method 
is an educational approach that 
aims to free the child’s potential 
for self-development. The method 
consists of a sequence of motor, 
sensory and intellectual activities 
and materials, which let children 
largely teach themselves in a 
prepared environment under the 
observations of a specially trained 
teacher. 

Features of the method include 
emphasis on the teacher’s role, 
motor and sensory development, 
and early exposure to learning and 
scientifically designed materials. It 
also involves concrete materials to 
reinforce abstract ideas, learning by 
doing, repetition and mastery of skills, 
a structured environment, indirect-
individualization instruction, and 
its broad application with children 
of various ages, cultures and types.

A downtown church of fewer 
than 100 families, Grace never has 
allowed smallness to define it. It 
was described a few years ago at a 
national conference on excellent 
congregations as perhaps the largest 
small church in the United States

“At the beginning of each 
school year, I see our school shake 
off the dust of the summer and come 
back to life,” said Grace Church 
rector Father Patrick Malloy who 
serves also as president of the Grace 
Montessori board. “I meet with the 
greatly diverse faculty and student 
body – white and black and Latino; 
Muslim and Hindu and Jewish and 
Christian of every sort – and it is 
like beholding the face of God. I 
see new families come to have their 
children assessed for placement 
– every imaginable color, every 
imaginable nationality; two-parent 
families, single-parent families; 
more than one third of them too 
poor to pay but welcome anyway, 
because that’s how we do things at 
Grace Montessori School.”

 [Elizabeth House is senior warden at 
Grace Church and director of Grace 
Montessori School. Bill Lewellis 
is communication minister for the 
Diocese of Bethlehem.]

The children from Cathy’s 2007-2008 lower elementary class.

Cathy Constantin Reid with children.

A blessing from the Grace Church community.
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BY ANDY REINHOLz
From July 8 to 13, some 800 youth 

and 300 adults descended on Trinity 
University in San Antonio Texas. 
Eighty-eight dioceses from the nine 
provinces of the Episcopal Church 
were represented. They gathered for 
the annual Episcopal Youth Event 
(EYE). Twelve youth represented our 
diocese: Jensen Appleman (Trinity 
Easton), Rebekah Beers (St. Mark’s 
Moscow), Annie Bonenberger (St. 
Gabriel’s Douglassville), Kayla 
Farley (St. Brigid’s Nazareth), 
Antonia Harewood-Harris (Christ 
Church Stroudsburg), Katie 
Kolepp (Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity Bethlehem), Corey Mars 
(Christ Church Stroudsburg), 
Sophie Neumann (Trinity Church 
Bethlehem), Ryan Ochse (St. Paul’s 
Montrose), Brittany Radcliffe (St. 
John’s/Good Shepherd Milford), 
Rachel Salmon (Trinity Church 
Mt. Pocono), Vanessa Segaline 
(Trinity Bethlehem), and three 
adult chaperones: The Rev. Demery 
Bader-Saye, Diocesan Missioner 
for Youth, Trica Bonenberger, 
St. Gabriel’s Douglassville, and 
Andrew Reinholz, Grace Church 
Allentown. 

When I find myself in con-
versations about the turmoil in the 
Episcopal Church today, it seems 
that most of us feel some anxiety 
on what the outcome will be. What 
will the church look like? Will it be 
the church I know? It is a difficult 
time; but at EYE, a glimpse of our 
future could be seen.

The youth of the Episcopal 
Church and the Diocese of 
Bethlehem are filled with the Holy 
Spirit. They show an energy that 
is staggering to behold. For them, 

this event was not a time to look 
at what issues divide us and what 
challenges the church may face, 
but it was a time to share their faith 
with one another. To live as sisters 
and brothers. To find what work we 
are being called to as Christians, and 

how we can best do that together as 
a church and as individuals. 

The event was spent in large 
group sessions and smaller workshops 
and forms where topics ranged 
from discernment, prayer life, the 
environment, and social justice. 
Along with these informative events 
was the chance for the youth to 

All my bags are packed and I’m ready to go: DioBeth’s EYE 2008 team gathers at the Philadelphia airport for a 
quick photo before boarding a plane to San Antonio for the national Episcopal Youth Event. From left: Ryan Ochse 
(St. Paul’s Montrose), Andrew Reinholz (Grace Allentown and assistant to Bishop Paul), Demery Bader-Saye 
(Diocesan Youth Missioner), Katie Kolepp (Nativity Bethlehem), Vanessa Segaline (Trinity Bethlehem), Antonia 
Harewood-Harris (Christ Church Stroudsburg), Brittany Radcliffe (Good Shepherd/St. John’s, Milford), Trica 
Bonenberger (St. Gabriel’s Douglassville), Rachel Salmon (Trinity Mt. Pocono), Rebekah Beers (St. Mark’s Moscow), 
Annie Bonenberger (St. Gabriel’s Douglassville), Sophie Neumann (Trinity Bethlehem), Corey Mars (Christ Church 
Stroudsburg). Seated: Jensen Appleman (Trinity Easton) and Kayla Farley (St. Brigid’s Nazareth).  A note from 
Demery: To the youth on our team – I am so proud of  you. You represented your parishes and our diocese so wonder-
fully well! Your energy and delight to be at EYE was infectious. Thank you, Trica and Andrew, for taking a week 
away from your jobs to serve as chaperones. I’m pretty sure we had as much fun as the teens in our group!  

Roomies:  Brittany Radcliffe (Good Shepherd/St. John’s 
Milford) and Vanessa Segaline (Trinity Bethlehem) who 
met at a DioBeth youth event a few years ago are dear 
friends.  They both graduated from high school in June 
and will room together in college this fall.

EYE on the future of our church worship together. It was here, during 
nightly worship, that the future of 
our church could be seen.

It is a future filled with energy 
and conviction that does not hide 
itself under a basket but shines 
brightly for all to witness. It is a 
future where language is no longer 
a barrier. Where a Spanish worship 
service is attended by a majority of 
English speaking participants. It is a 
future where strangers reach out to 
one another and try to mend the hurt 
we find in our lives. Where laying 
on of hands becomes an experience 
of new birth. Where we have the 
ability to help roll away the stone in 
the pained places of our souls. 

This, of course, is no different 
than what the church has always 
strived to do. As we move forward 
together I hope that we stop and 
look at how the youth of our church 
are living out their faith. It is often 
in them that we can be reminded of 
what it means to follow Jesus. I am 
grateful that the youth of our diocese 
allowed this adult to experience the 
future church they are building.

 
[Andrew Reinholz, assistant to Bishop 
Paul, is a member of Grace Allentown. 
He was an adult chaperone at the 
Episcopal Youth Event.]

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of  witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that 
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us.” [Hebrews 12:1]  Banners from each 
national Episcopal Youth Event, starting with the first in 1982, fly above the auditorium worship space.

BY RAY HARBORT

St. George’s Church, Hellertown, 
collected over one hundred bears 
and other stuffed critters for the 
children at New Bethany Ministries 
in Bethlehem.

It all began when seven year-
old Sam Vandergast and his family 
viewed a news story on TV about 
the increase in homelessness. His 

parents told him about the families 
who resided at New Bethany 
Ministries in Bethlehem.

Sam was surprised that there 
were children in the shelter and 
asked, “If they don’t have homes, 
does that mean they don’t have 
toys?” He was upset about it and 
wanted to do something for them.

Soon after, he had a visit to 
the emergency room and took his 
favorite bear with him and told his 
parents how much better it made him 
feel. He related his experience to the 
news story about homeless children 
and again asked if the family could 
work on a project to help children 
who were scared or sad.

St. George’s Bears for New 
Bethany project was launched when 
Sam and his mother, Shari, made 
an appeal to the congregation at St. 
George’s for 70 bears. A few weeks 
later, more than 100 bears and other 
stuffed toys were crowding the front 
pews of the church, waiting to be 
delivered to New Bethany.
[The Rev. Raymond L. Harbort is 
rector of St. George’s Hellertown. 
Photos by Henry Baird.]

Bears for New Bethany
Check out the 

Diocese of Bethlehem’s 
Website for youth:

a home place for some of the most

creative, energetic, hopeful and talented people

in the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem - teens!

Sam Vandergast with bears.

Sam with his mother, Shari Vandergast, and St. 
George’s rector, Father Ray Harbort.
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BY BEATRICE FERREIRA
Fifteen Diocese of Bethlehem 

teens and four adults arrived 
at Historic St. Paul’s Montrose 
in Susquehanna County. Over 
the next four days, we would be 
learning about and helping clean 
up Salt Springs State Park and 
Shelley Nature Preserve. Being an 
‘environmentally conscious’ teen, I 
signed up for the adventure thinking 
it would be a great opportunity to 
practice what I preach. 

On the first 
night, however, we 
were told to sit in 
a circle and read 
sections of the Bible 
that related to our 
mission experience. It 
sounded good to me 
at first, but then I read 
Psalm 28 out loud. It described God 
reigning over the Earth. Suddenly, 
I wasn’t so sure what I had gotten 
myself into. Here’s the phrase that 
stuck out: God’s Dominion.

Hold on, I thought. Isn’t this 
idea of ‘dominion’ a cause of 
environmental irresponsibility? If 
one believes that God has power 
over the earth, and that every 
person is God’s follower, then won’t 
they use an ocean or forest or desert 
to however suit their temporary 
needs without worrying about the 
consequence they may have on the 
planet? 

We realized that, as with 
most ideas being thrown around 
about the Bible, this was an 
oversimplification. The word 
dominion, although it means 
power, also has another definition: 
responsibility. When we replaced 
dominion with responsibility, we 
had something different. God gave 
humans responsibility to care for the 
earth. Wow. That meant something. 
Now, suddenly Christianity and 
science were not battling but 
symbiotic, a relationship like the 
ones commonly found between two 
organisms in nature. The Junior 
High Mission Trippers, were ready 
to take responsibility as Earth’s 
caretakers.

The next morning we drove in 
the wet and cold to Salt Springs State 
Park. We collected water nymphs. 
We learned about watersheds and 
point source pollution [any single 
identifiable source of pollution from 
which pollutants are discharged, 
such as a pipe, ditch, ship or factory 
smokestack]. 

Then we hiked through quaint 

Teens on mission trip go green with God
waterfalls into an old growth 
hemlock forest where hundreds of 
ancient, wise looking trees loomed 
above us. After the trek, we were 
given the task of cleaning out the 
State Park’s garden sheds. Although 
they were filthy, no one minded –– 
after all, we were simply fulfilling 
our duty to God by helping protect 
the planet. We had some awesomely 
fun races with broken wheelbarrows 
we found in the back of the shed! 

Later that evening, we watched 
and discussed The 
Eleventh Hour, 
an environmental 
film that helped us 
grow in knowledge 
about the current 
world energy and 
pollution crisis. 
There we learned 

the absolute urgency to make 
‘green’ steps in our lives.

At the Shelly Nature Preserve 
the following day, we discovered 
native plant life and cleared trails 
for hikers. A few brave individuals 
continued their educational 
experience while at the Preserve 
and learned what tent caterpillars 
taste like –– hairy and bitter.

Our last day on the trip was spent 
whitewater rafting on the Delaware 
River. As I relaxed lazily on the 
raft, a psalm verse came to mind: 
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is 
your name in all the earth! 

We all knew what was learned 
on this trip would last us long after 
our parents picked us up: Being 
environmentally conscious was a 
lifestyle, not a convenient thing 
that you did on earth day and the 
Tuesday night before your recycling 
pickup.

I think we kids, ages 11 to 
14, were able to think this way 
because we understood it was our 
duty to keep the planet clean, not 
an optional way of living. In other 
words: It is a lot more difficult being 
the gardener, than just another 
plant in the garden.

Because we took on the 
challenge, our planet is now graced 
with 19 new gardeners. 
[Beatrice (Bibi) Ferreira, 14, is a 
scholar, musician and athlete.  She is 
enrolled in the innovative community-
based education collective, The 
Noble Project, created and directed 
by her mother, Jane. A one-room 
schoolhouse, The Noble Project is 
based in St. Barnabas, Kutztown, 
where Bibi is a member of the vestry 
and frequent violin soloist.]

Chubby Bunny:  (left to right) Zachary Houlik, 
Zowie Saxman, Anthony Maiatico, and Dakota Mercer 
(all of  St. Anne’s Trexlertown) play the zany icebreaker 
game “Chubby Bunny.”  The object? To stuff  as many 
marshmallows as possible into one’s mouth while still be-
ing able to say “Chubby Bunny.” At this point Zach and 
Anthony have surrendered their marshmallows.

Girl Talk: Gabriella Antonio (St. Anne’s Trex-
lertown) and Beatrice “Bibi” Ferreira (St. Barnabas 
Kutztown) enjoy a quiet talk on the lovely grounds of  St. 
Paul’s, Montrose during free time.

White Water Escapades:  Jake Horan (St. Brigid’s 
Nazareth) tries riding the “rapids” on the outside of  the 
boat.  In reality, the currents of  the upper Delaware were 
very tame and our rafts often ran aground in shallow waters.

Walk This Way:  After a morning education session and before starting our volunteer work, the group followed 
Friends of  Salt Springs State Park volunteer Nancy Wottrich (blue coat) on a hike through the hemlock forest and 
gorge and up the nature-made steps of  three magnificent waterfalls.

Hey Diddle Diddle:  Beatrice “Bibi” Ferreira (St. Barnabus Kutztown) lets Brad Tintle (St. Brigid’s Nazareth) 
have a go on her lovely new mandolin while Jack Houlik (St. Brigid’s Nazareth) takes the organ for a spin.  Bibi’s musi-
cal talents were a blessing to our group during daily devotions.

Now, suddenly 
Christianity and science 

were not battling but 
symbiotic, a relationship 
like the ones commonly 

found between two 
organisms in nature. 

Happening #18
November 14-16, 2008
For youth in grades 9-12

      SAVE 
      

theDATE
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BY T. SCOTT ALLEN
What advice would The Rev. 

Eric Snyder give to younger clergy 
just being ordained? “You have 
to hold on to your commitment, 
how you got to be a priest in the 
first place. Hold on to that, and be 
a good listener.” Anyone who has 
experienced Eric’s presence and 
ministry would know that in his 50 
years as a priest he has done these 
things with grace, passion and 
commitment.

Early Years
Born 1925 in southern 

California and baptized shortly 
after birth at the Cypress Hills 
Presbyterian Church, Eric recalls 
that his Dad was a jack-of-all-trades 
doing many things from tending the 
Presbyterian Conference Center to 
house painting. His Mom worked 
in her family’s business which made 
crates for dairy products. Eric is clear 
that his parents were formative for 
him in his religious development by 
modeling how Christians were to 
conduct themselves in the world. 
His father and grandfather were 
Elders in the Presbyterian Church. 
The family was active in the local 
church. Both parents modeled 
ministries of compassion and 
mercy, often taking meals to “dust 
bowl” refugees and box lunches to 
Japanese-Americans who had been 
interred by our government during 
World War II. This ministry with 
the Japanese- Americans brought 
his Mom into a conflict with their 
church, but she persisted. 

College and Seminary
Eric went to Occidental College, 

within walking distance of his house, 
majoring in psychology, philosophy 
and English. A relationship with 
a former Occidental graduate who 
served on the faculty of Union 
Theological Seminary in New York 
City, David Roberts, led Eric to 
move east upon graduation from 

college in 1946. A conservative 
Presbytery of Los Angeles told 
Eric he was “on his own” if he 
attended Union and not Princeton 
Theological Seminary. He went to 
Union.

Eric joined the Episcopal 
Church and was confirmed at The 
Cathedral of St. John the Divine in 
1947 by New York Bishop Horace 
W. B. Donegan (who would also 
ordain Eric a priest a few years later). 
Upon graduation from Union in 
1949, he returned to California.

Love and Vocation
Because Eric would not be 

ordained by the Presbyterians for 
going to such a “liberal” seminary 
he returned, upon graduation 
from Union in 1949, to southern 
California to work at Douglas 
Aircraft. He was active in the 
union at the aircraft plant and 
was involved in a strike. This 
was not good for his candidacy in 
the Diocese of Los Angeles. One 
Standing Committee member was 
a Douglas Aircraft executive who 
took a dim view of potential clergy 
having union involvement. So his 
path to ordination was somewhat 
inhibited in that environment.

A Jewish co-worker at Douglas 
was dating a Jewish girl who had a 
female Episcopalian friend. Because 
he thought religious compatibility 
was a primary consideration for 
finding a life-mate, he set up a date 
between Jean Swerdfeger and Eric.

Eric and Jean married in1953 
and moved back east so Eric could 
get his Masters in Social Work at 
Columbia University. He found his 
work in East Harlem, became active 
in St. Edward’s Episcopal Church 
and was identified by the parish 

priest as someone who should be 
doing his work for the church. 
His priest wrote a letter to Bishop 
Donegan regarding Eric who then 
received a summons to the office 
of the Bishop of New York. Bishop 
Donegan made him a special 
candidate for ordination.

Diaconate and Priesthood
Tragedy Strikes

Eric was ordained a deacon in 
1957 and assigned to St. Michael’s 
Manhattan to help facilitate the 
merger of St. Michael’s and the 
African-American chapel of St. 
Cyprian which was being displaced 
by a housing development. He 
was to visit each parishioner and 
ask them to consider making St. 
Michael’s integrated with their 
presence. Eric was concerned that 
the rector of St. Michael’s did not 
seem too thrilled about this merger, 
but did what he was asked to do by 
the Bishop. 

He was ordained a priest in 
1958 when he was called to be the 
assistant rector of Grace Church in 
White Plains (a short train ride from 
Manhattan, but light years away 
in culture and economy). Grace 
Church was an Anglo-Catholic 
and integrated church, composed of 
white collar professional African-
Americans and Whites. 

Eric, Jean and their four children 
were in White Plains for four years. 
During this period, tragedy struck. 
Their three-year-old son, Geoff, 
died from a codeine overdose as a 
result of an over-the-counter cough 
medicine he was given for a cold. 

Ministries of Social Justice
The Snyders moved back to 

Manhattan where Eric joined 
(Continued on page A9)

Father Eric Snyder was ordained 
a priest on June 24, 1958. Family and 
friends gathered at Holy Apostles St. 
Clair to celebrate his 50th anniversary. 
Bishop Paul presided. Former 
Archdeacon Rick Cluett preached. 
What follows is the beginning of 
Archdeacon Cluett’s sermon. Read it 
all on the newSpin blog.

I first met Eric in the food bank in 
the undercroft of St. Paul’s Montrose 
where he was working for Trehab, a 
Susquehanna County community 
action agency. He was in between a 
national church staff gig in New York 
City and finding a priestly post in the 
diocese of Bethlehem. This urbane 
urbanite was living with his beloved 
Jean on their goat farm in Hop Bottom 
so I knew he was going to be an 
interesting person. 

I have since come to know him as 
an amazing person who incarnates the 
church’s life of spirituality and mission 
and he is a priest whom it is a privilege 
to know and to call dear friend, valued 
colleague, and wise mentor.

You would think that he is or 
should be a living dichotomy, a person 
of separates and contradictions. With 
a beginning in the laid-back, flaky 
state of California and being born 
into an up right (I did not say up-tight) 
Presbyterian family, you would not 
expect much else. 

Someone who marched and 
protested and demonstrated against 
war and injustice in the roaring 1960s 
and 70s, in the person of a devout, 
and spiritual Benedictine associate, 
for whom “ the smells and bells” of the 
Eucharist are the right and preferred 
modes of worship. 

An ordered priest, whose ministry 
was to, at times, break order to lead 
the church in ministering to the needs 
of God’s people, especially the poor, 
the oppressed, the voiceless, the 
hungry, the imprisoned, the lost and 
the disempowered when the church 
would rather have been complacently 
comfortable. 

A gentle man who would 
vigorously, but humanely, contend in 
the corridors and offices of power. 

Such contention, such belief in 
action, inevitably call for an institutional 
response, and a new presiding bishop 
felt that the church needed to be more, 
not less, comfortable. Eric was let go.

A man of constant contradictions 
or a man of divinely inspired integrity 
called to a unique and wonderful life of 
ministering? It is only when you watch 
him closely, listen to him carefully, 
work with him daily that you come 
to learn the riches of God’s graces 
incarnate in this man and how they 
work together to accomplish God’s 
good purposes. 

Psychologist Erik Erikson would 
have designated our Eric as having 
attained to the eighth stage of human 
development, the stage of full integrity 
– and so would I.

The presence and ministry of Eric Snyder

The Rev. Eric Snyder

From left: The Rev. Dolores Evans, The Rev. Christine Peterson Snyder, The Rev. Canon George Loeffler, Bishop Paul, 
The Rev. Eric Snyder, The Venerable Rick Cluett, The Rev. Hazel Hunt, and The Vererable Howard Stringfellow.
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“The Presence and Ministry 
of Eric Snyder” by Scott Allen, 
continued from page A8  

the National Church staff in the 
Department of Christian Social 
Relations. At 281 Park Avenue 
South (yes, Virginia, there was life 
before “815”) Eric became involved 
in many projects addressing poverty, 
racism and other social justice issues 
in which the Episcopal Church was 
a leader. It was during this time that 
General Convention’s controversial 
Special Program helped fund reform 
groups that many in the Episcopal 
Church did not feel were acceptable. 
Parishes and dioceses withheld 
money, causing the Church Center 
staff to be downsized at the end of 
Presiding Bishop John Hines’ term 
and the beginning of John Allin’s 
term as Presiding Bishop. 

Eric avoided layoff in the 
first round, but the second round 
decimated the whole office (only 
one staff person survived). Ironically, 
Eric was soon back at 281 Park 
Avenue South (the Church Center 
had just been moved to “815” prior 
to Eric’s layoff) working as the 
Director of the Division of Youth 
and Community Service for the 
Federation of Protestant Welfare 
Agencies. “It was exciting work as I 
was doing many of the same things I 
was doing at “815” which involved 
community development projects 
which were locally conceived, 
developed and supported.” Eric says 
this program was a victim of its own 
success. The office was reorganized 
and his job was eliminated.

During their whole stay in New 
York they were active parishioners 
at St. Marks-In-The-Bowery where 
Eric and Jean were active in the 

Civil Rights and eventually the 
Anti-War movements through their 
church. Eric served on the locally 
elected board of their Community 
School and was an instrumental 
leader in the integration of the 
teaching staff.

Manhattan to Hop Bottom
So just how did this California/

New York City boy get to the 
Diocese of Bethlehem? He and Jean 
had purchased a vacation home (of 
sorts) in Hop Bottom, Pennsylvania 
(not far from New Milford). He 
moved his family from New York 
to Hop Bottom in 1979 without 
a job. He had expected to be the 
rector of St. Mark’s New Milford 
but soon learned that another had 
been called. 

He worked for a local agency 
called Trehab which was a treatment 
and rehabilitation agency for those 
in recovery from addiction. He 
served on Sundays in a Lackawanna 
County five-church cluster con-
sisting of parishes in Oliphant, 
Jermyn, Forest City, Carbondale 
and a summer chapel in Dundaff.

Towanda and Tamaqua
Eric was eventually called to 

be the Interim at Christ Church 
Towanda where he remained for 
three years. He left when Christ 
Church called a married couple to 
be their rectors. He received a call 
to be the rector of Calvary Tamaqua 
and St. James’ Drifton where he 
remained until retirement.

He and Jean moved to a small 
farm in Zion Grove, and raised 
goats for a while. Eric always made 
the greatest “pascha” made from 
goat’s milk at Eastertide and he 
sometimes would bring it to diocesan 

committee meetings to share. He 
and Jean loved their Airedale 
terriers and he had a fondness for 
Manchester Terriers while in New 
York (better apartment sized dogs 
than Airedales).

While at Calvary he started 
the Senior Citizen’s Day Care 
Ministry, which renewed the 
parish’s public profile and energized 
the parishioners in this exciting 
new community ministry. Funding 
came from Jubilee Ministries of the 
Episcopal Church, local ecumenical 
funding and the Area Agency on 
Aging. It is an active ministry to 
this day.

After retirement he went back 
to Christ Church Towanda for 
a short stint to serve again as an 
Interim. But God was not finished 
with Eric.

North Parish 
and Ministry Development

After a brief stay at Towanda 
and a new rector was on her way, 
Eric received a call from North 
Parish to join the cluster ministry 
there. First on this cluster’s agenda 
was developing a locally raised up 
priest to serve Holy Apostles in St. 
Clair, Christ Church in Frackville 
and St. John’s in Ashland. Eric 
went right to work and the fruit of 
that labor was recently witnessed at 
the August ordination of The Rev. 
Dolores Evans to the priesthood. 

The Future and Current Life
I spoke with Eric on the phone 

on the day before the marriage of 
his eldest granddaughter, Cory. 
He and his son’s wife, Christine 
(also an Episcopal Priest), were co-
officiating at her wedding the next 
day. I asked him to reflect on his 

ministry so far and all the chances 
and changes he has seen in the 
Church. 

“I sometimes have had people 
accuse me of coming across as 
arrogant or smug because I usually 
knew where I wanted to go with an 
issue. It always surprised me and made 
me feel confused and perplexed. The 
current “problems” we are having 
in the Anglican Communion are 
unfortunate, but I must say ‘If you 
don’t like what the American 
Church is doing that’s too bad, we 
have to be true to ourselves and how 
we understand and experience the 
Gospel.’”

Eric spoke of the Epistles of John 
as being particularly formative to his 
life and ministry. “I like the mutual 
love relationship and responsibility 
he correlates between God, me 
and you.” Eric liked the Gospel’s 
Calming of the Sea narrative 
because it showed that while we 
may feel frightened and unsure on 
the sea of life, Jesus is there calming 
us and assuring us of his love, care 
and protection. 

Eric is one who has “walked the 
talk” in his pilgrimage as a Christian 
and a priest. His many ministries and 
gifts have enriched the church and 
her mission for more than 50 years. 
We can only pray that God’s grace 
will help us have the same passion 
and commitment that he has shown 
in the witness of his life and in his 
ministry.

[The Rev. T. Scott Allen, priest-in-
charge at St. Andrew’s Allentown/
Bethlehem, has been a longtime friend 
of Eric and the late Jean Snyder.]
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Money Isn’t/Is Everything
Workshop on Stewardship 
and Planned Giving

Under One Roof (the partnership 
of the parishes in the Northern 
Tier of the Diocese of Bethlehem) 
will offer a special workshop to 
explore the role that money plays 
in our daily lives and in our faith. 
The workshop is scheduled for late 
September 20, from 9:30 to 2:00, 
at St. Paul’s Montrose, in time to 
assist, guide, and resource parishes 
for their stewardship programs.

We live in a money-dominated 
culture. We are constantly told 
that the amount of money we 
earn determines who we are. We 
are promised that having more 

money will make us happy. Yet 
the relentless focus on money and 
accumulation of wealth can fill us 
with anxiety and self-doubt that rob 
us of the peace and contentment 
that Jesus promises in his Sermon 
on the Mount.

As Christians, we must wrestle 
with some of life’s most basic 
questions: How much money is 
enough? Who is master: my money 
or me? What do I truly rely on 
for security: money or God? By 
examining our beliefs about money, 
and what Jesus had to say about 
money and wealth, we can start 
to live in ways that are connected, 
passionate, meaningful, and — 
most importantly — free. We can 
learn how to help our communities 

of faith engage in the work of 
changing lives and challenging the 
status quo, just as our Lord did on 
this earth. We can participate in 
building the kingdom of God.

Join Dan Charney and Char 
Horst, Missioners for Stewardship 
and Development, respectively, in 
open and frank discussion about 
the meaning of money and its 
role in life and ministry. All are 
most welcome. There is no charge 
for this workshop. Lunch and 
refreshments are included. Please 
register by September 15 with 
Brenda Allen at St. Paul’s Montrose 
by phone 570-278-2954, or email, 
stpaulsmontrose@epix.net. Please put 
UOR in the subject line.

TheReal
  Meaning 
             of

 Money



Church Finances, 
Endowments 
and Stewardship

BY BOB WILKINS

It’s sad to see a church close 
its doors, tell its parishioners to go 
elsewhere to worship, and abandon 
a history and tradition that may go 
back many decades. It’s happening 
to many churches in many 
denominations across the country.

Though there are many reasons 
for this phenomenon, lack of 
sufficient funds is generally the final 
explanation. There are too many 
churches with too few parishioners 
to support them. There are too few 
clergy because dwindling budgets 
are insufficient to afford a full time 
position, and the shortage of full 
time positions discourages people 
from making clergy career choices. 

Because budgets haven’t pro-
vided for regular maintenance, 
large churches suffer from deferred 
maintenance. Finally, an emergency 
arises (boiler failure, leaky roof, 
disintegrating mortar etc.) which 
is beyond the church’s ability to 
fund, either through fund raising or 
through loans.

Many churches at this point 
have already taken steps they felt 
were prudent but that just “haven’t 
worked out.” The first step is 
frequently to augment the budget 
with a “small” invasion of the 
endowment. When that doesn’t 
work beyond the current year there 
is a move to reduce costs –– put the 
administrator on part time, then 
cut the maintenance budget, then 
go to a part-time rector. 

When none of this solves the 
problem, and it rarely does, the next 
step is to make a larger invasion of 
the endowment and to continue this 
practice. Does this sound familiar? 
Over one third of the parishes in 
our diocesan community have 
operated at a deficit during the past 
three years; at least 14 are draining 
their endowment.

People leave their money to 
endowments only if they believe 
their funds will be wisely managed 
and used. Many institutions and 
causes vie for this pool of money. 
The competition is fierce. Churches 
and universities generally rank high 
on the list for designated gifts but 
many causes compete for the funds, 
e.g., disaster relief, medical research, 
the arts and so many others. (Leona 
Helmsley likes dogs to the tune 
of $8 billion.) If a gift recipient 
has a reputation for inappropriate 
nurturing of its gifted funds it is 
unlikely to receive new gifts.

Some people in churches 
despair of soliciting endowments 
because it takes time for them to 
“mature” and because so little of the 
funds are available to be used on a 
regular basis. A five percent payout 
is frequently considered inadequate, 
and the fund must actually earn at 
least nine percent to pay out five 
regularly over a 
period of years. 
The four percent 
differential is 
needed to keep 
pace with inflation, 
on average at least 
three percent and to 
cover management 
fees, at least one 
percent. As a result 
a $100,000 bequest 
pays out $5,000 the 
first year but should 
grow at a compound 
rate of 3% annually 
over time. If the 
principal isn’t 
invaded the annual 
payout over ten 
years could grow to 
$6,719 and over 20 
years could grow to $9,030.

On the other hand, if the 
endowment earns nine percent 
and that much is withdrawn it will 
never grow, and it will become a 
less productive source as inflation 
increases the parish’s costs. 

Something else happens as well 
when a vestry invades the principal 
of its endowment fund. Everyone 
heaves a momentary sigh of relief 
because the budget is balanced 
and generally no further corrective 
action is taken until the next budget 
is due. 

Guess what! The problem is 
greater than it was the year before. 
All of the costs are greater and, 
perhaps, a few parishioners have 
left or died. In that event, the 
pledge total is lower. Income from 
the endowment is lower because 

of the prior years’ withdrawal. So 
a decision is made to cut costs by 
cutting back and to concentrate 
more on stewardship but in the 
meantime to take a little more 
money from the endowment.

Thus begins, in too many cases, 
the gradual but accelerating path 
to a financial crisis and, in the 
extreme, the eventual closing of 
the church. 

There are other alternatives.
 Seldom is the revenue side of the 

operating statement given serious or 
sufficient attention. People of good 
faith and much talent exert great 
effort to improve stewardship. The 
result has been a steady increase 
in plate and pledge income, 
despite a declining average Sunday 
attendance. Despite this effort, and 
apparent success, Episcopalians 
generally are not as generous in 
their support of the church as are 
many other denominations. There 

doesn’t seem to be a 
consensus as to why 
this is so but many 
believe that it may 
be related to the fact 
that many Episcopal 
churches have sizable 
endowments and 
“don’t need the support 
of the parishioners.” 
This attitude can 
also lead to the 
practice of relying on 
the endowment to 
make up budgetary 
shortfalls. Two of the 
most heavily endowed 
parishes in the diocese 
have average pledges 
that are well below 
the diocesan average. 
They are drawing 

down their endowments to make 
up the difference.

In the early stages of a financial 
problem, parishioners increasing 
their individual pledge by one 
dollar per day may fairly easily 
resolve a budget shortfall. An 
increase of this amount for a church 
with average Sunday attendance of 
68 (the average for this diocese) 
would result in increased revenue 
of $25,000 (a 25% increase in the 
average parish pledge income).

Starting down this path can 
encourage a new way of looking 
at solutions –– ways that involve 
working together to achieve 
positive, permanent solutions for 
the well being of the parish. In 
taking the self-help path the parish 
can achieve a cohesiveness and 
camaraderie that strengthens the 
parish in all aspects. 

People leave their 
money to endowments 
only if they believe their 
funds will be wisely 
managed and used. Many 
institutions and causes 
vie for this pool of money. 
The competition is fierce.

It has been shown 
that parishes with active 
outreach programs are 
more vital, and that 
members are more active 
and generous than in 
parishes that do not have 
significant outreach.

People need to be asked what 
it is that God is asking them to do. 
Statistics show that churches that 
have an active annual campaign or 
that ask people to give a percentage 
of their income receive higher 
average pledge income than those 
that do not. Parishes with active 
stewardship education programs 
have a nearly 50 percent higher 
level of giving than those without 
a program.

Additionally, it has been shown 
that parishes with active outreach 
programs are more vital, and that 
members are more active and 
generous than in those parishes 
that do not have significant 
outreach. There are certainly many 
people who are in need, both in 
the community and in the world 
at large. This is, after all, the true 
test of our faith: that we love our 
neighbors as ourselves and that we 
help those who are less fortunate 
than we are. That is how we develop 
a warm, friendly and welcoming 
atmosphere that attracts others 
who want to share in this outward 
focus and joy of sharing. 

Funding the operation of a 
church today can be a daunting 
task. Taking more from a church’s 
endowment fund than its total 
return provides, however, is not an 
acceptable solution. It compounds 
the problem and makes survival 
eventually more difficult. A lot of 
evidence supports the notion that 
a church with active stewardship 
and outreach programs with broad 
involvement of its congregation is 
most likely to be financially sound 
and healthy.

[Canon Robert Wilkins, retired vice 
president of finance for Bethlehem 
Steel and former administrator of the 
City of Bethlehem, is a parishioner at 
the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
president of New Bethany Ministries 
and the Standing Committee of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem. Dan Charney 
and George Maniatty contributed to 
this article.]

See Money Isn’t/Is 
Everything, on page A9.

For news and  information 
about  the Episcopal Church

go to 

www.episcopalchurch.org/elife
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St. Pauls Montrose was awarded the Ted Brzuska Memorial 
Award by the Kiwanis Club of  Montrose Area for the best 
representation of  service to others. The parish had entered a float 
highlighting the freedom of  religion in the Annual Fourth of  July 
Parade, which drew over 15,000 people to Montrose. Thirty-five 
of  the 65 children from the community who had attended the 
parishs Summer Music Camp sang on the float along the two-
mile route of  the parade. 

Sept. 1: Labor Day
Sept. 2: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Redeemer Sayre, 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 5: ChurchPost training 
session for clergy, parish 
administrators and parish 
newsletter editors, Nativity 
Cathedral, Bethlehem
Sept. 6: ChurchPost training 
session for clergy, parish 
administrators and parish 
newsletter editors, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre
Sept 6-7: Pre-Happening meeting
Sept. 9: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Sept. 10: Clergy Bible Study II, St 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Sept. 11: Standing Committee, 
Diocesan House, 5:00 p.m.
Sept. 11-13: Godly Play teacher 
accreditation training at the 
Cathedral. 
Sept. 14: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to Redeemer Sayre.
Sept. 14: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to Christ Church Indian Orchard
Sept. 16: Clergy Bible Study III, St 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
Sept. 16: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Trinity Carbondale, 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 16-20: Bishop Paul at 
Episcopal Bishops’ Meeting in Utah.
Sept. 18: Diocesan Council, 
Grace Kingston, 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 20: Bishop’s School begins. 
Sept. 20: Under One Roof  
workshop on stewardship and 
planned giving in Montrose. See 
page A9.
Sept. 21: New Hope Sunday
Sept. 23: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 24: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.

Sept. 24: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
Sept. 24: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
James Drifton, 6:00 p.m.
Sept. 25: Clergy Insensitivity 
Training, a systems approach to 
conflict in the parish. St. Stephen’s 
Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre.
Sept. 25: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.
Sept. 28: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Alban’s Sinking Spring
Sept. 28: Trinity Pottsville 
Concert Series, Fyve Woodwind 
Quintet, 4 p.m.
Sept. 28-30: Clergy Retreat 
at Jesuit Spiritual Center, 
Wernersville (Beginning 5:00 p.m., 
Sunday)
Sept. 30: Pre-Convention 
Meeting, St. Alban’s Sinking 
Spring, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 2: Pre-Convention Meeting, 
Epiphany Clarks Summit, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 5: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. James Drifton
Oct. 5: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Stephen’s Whitehall
Oct. 7: Clergy Bible Study I, 
Cathedral Bethlehem, 9:30 a.m.
Oct. 7: Pre-Convention Meeting, 
St. Anne’s Trexlertown, 7:00 p.m.
Oct. 8: Clergy Bible Study II, St 
Stephen’s Whitehall, 2:00 p.m.
Oct. 10-11: Diocesan Convention, 
at Christ Church, Reading
Oct. 14: Clergy Bible Study III, St 
Alban’s Sinking Spring, 10:00 a.m.
Oct. 15: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Paul’s Troy, 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 16: Archdeacon’s visit to 
Trinity and St. Phillip Lansford, 
6:00 p.m.
Oct. 16: Clergy Bible Study VIII, 
Christ Church Towanda, 7:00 p.m.

Oct. 18: Celebration of New 
Ministry, St. Luke’s Scranton with 
their new rector, Father Peter 
D’Angio.
Oct. 19: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to St. Paul’s Troy
Oct. 19: Visitation of Bishop Jack 
to St. Luke’s Lebanon
Oct. 25: Visitation of Bishop Paul 
to the Peacemeal Community, 
Scranton
Oct. 26: Visitation of Bishop 
Paul to Good Shepherd/St. John’s 
Milford
Oct. 28: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
John’s Hamlin, 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 29: Clergy Bible Study VI, 
Holy Cross Wilkes-Barre, 9:00 a.m.
Oct. 29: Clergy Bible Study VII, 
St. Mark’s Moscow, 2:00 p.m.
Oct. 29: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
George’s Hellertown, 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 30: Archdeacon’s visit to St. 
Margaret’s Emmaus, 6:00 p.m.
Nov. 7-9: Creating a Culture 
of Peace, hosted at Kirkridge by 
Diocesan Peace Commission.
Nov. 14-16: Happening #18
Nov. 16: Trinity Pottsville 
Concert Series, Two-Part 
Invention, 4 p.m.
Nov. 18: Clergy Day
2009
March 12: Clergy Day
March 28: Diocesan Training 
for Ministry Day, St. Stephen’s, 
Wilkes-Barre.
April 2: Chrism Mass, Cathedral 
Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m.
April 25: Diocesan Stewardship 
Conference at the Cathedral. Led 
by Terry Parsons.
May 12: Clergy Day
July 8-17: General Convention, 
Anaheim, CA.

For engaging essays, videos, and 
visual art that draw us more deeply 
into faith, take a look at 

www.episcopalcafe.org
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PRAY FOR            PLAN AHEAD            
In the Diocese of Bethlehem 
www.diobeth.org 
Sept. 7: Trinity Church, Bethlehem, 
The Rev. Laura Howell, rector, 
www.trinitybeth.org

Sept. 14: Retired clergy of the 
Diocese of Bethlehem

Sept. 21: Trinity Church, Carbondale, 
The Rev. Donald Schaible, rector 

Sept. 28: Trinity Church, Easton, 
The Rev. Andrew Gerns, rector, 
www.trinityeaston.org 

Anglicans Around the World
Sept. 7: The clergy and people of 
the Episcopal Church of the Sudan

Sept. 14: The clergy and people of 
the Anglican Church of Tanzania

Sept. 21: The clergy and people 
of the Province of the Church of 
Uganda

Sept. 28: The clergy and people 
of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
Sept. 7: Kendiri Parish, 
The Rev. Simon Laruba Kenyi

Sept. 14: Keriwa Parish, 
The Rev. Michael Lumayat Pitia

Sept. 21: Kigwo Parish, 
The Rev. Charles Tomor

Sept. 28: Kimu Parish, 
The Rev. Edward Jale

Pray for our New Hope 
Campaign for a New Sudan 
and the Needy in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania.

Pray for the Diocese of Swaziland 
in Africa, Bishop Meshack 
Mabuza and the Diocesan AIDS 
Ministry. 

Pray for all places in conflict... 
the peacemakers and the 
peacekeepers, the victims 
of starvation, the victims of 
devastation along the Gulf 
Coast, and those dedicated to 
their relief. 

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, Afghanistan, Sudan, 
Northern Ireland and Iraq. 
Pray for peace in our hearts and 
throughout the world. 

Pray for the victims of natural 
disasters, especially the people 
and churches of northeastern 
Nicaragua and the Moravian 
communities there. 



Historic Christ Episcopal 
Church in downtown Stroudsburg 
has taken on a $400,000 renovation 
and expansion of the church’s annex 
to better serve its 125-member 
congregation and the surrounding 
community.

Diocese of Bethlehem Bishop 
Paul Marshall and Christ Church 
rector, the Rev. Elizabeth Haynes, 
took part on May 18 in the 
groundbreaking at 205 N. Seventh 
Street. 

Care is being taken to keep the 
construction project in style with 
the 105-year-old cobblestone and 
shingle building, classified as a “key” 
structure within the Academy Hill 
National Register Historic District 
in Stroudsburg.

The church features Gothic and 
Craftsman motifs, asymmetrical 
cobblestone chimney, Tudor-arched 
stained-glass windows and a series 
of tapered cobblestone buttresses.

The project will enlarge the 
existing flat-roofed 1950s-era 
annex with a gable-roofed second-
story addition, allowing the church 
to expand its outreach and ministry 
programs, which include a free 
monthly medical clinic for patients 
without health insurance.

Architect Wayne Vanderhoof of 
Schoonover & Vanderhoof in East 
Stroudsburg has donated design 
services for the project. Plans for 
the redesigned annex—which 
fits entirely within the existing 
building’s footprint—more closely 
respect the building’s original design 
themes and materials. Additional 
changes to the church’s façade 
will restore the building to a more 
original appearance. 

The project evolved from a 
plan to repair the leaky roof of the 
annex.

The church’s capital campaign 
had already raised $250,000 prior 
to a $100,000 challenge generously 
pledged by former neighborhood 
resident and parishioner Dr. Henry 
Jordan and his wife Barbara. Under 
the challenge, the Jordans will 
match additional funds the church 
raises, citing a special desire to 
see the church expand its youth 

services. Jordan grew up on Thomas 
Street. His parents are interred at 
Christ Church’s columbarium. Dr. 
Jordan’s father, Dr. Claus Jordan, 
was the first surgeon at the General 
Hospital in East Stroudsburg, (now 
Pocono Medical Center).

“The Jordans helped us focus 
on our mission, which is to build 
our faith through building our 
community, and that includes our 
commitment to youth,” said church 
member Bob Barker. 

In addition to serving its 
parishioners’ needs, Christ Church 
hosts and supports numerous 
programs that reach out to the 
greater community. It is home 
to the monthly Pullen Health 
Clinic which provides free medical 
exams for those without health 
insurance, Narcotics Anonymous, 
Nicotine Anonymous, Alcoholics 
Anonymous and Stroudsburg 
Neighborhood Watch. The church 
also hosts The Studio for Singing 
Actors, and contributes resources to 
Pocono Area Transitional Housing 
(PATH).

Historic Stroudsburg church takes on major 
renovation and expansion

The Pullen Free Health Clinic doctors and staff — (Left to right) Dr. Thomas Papa Cynthia 
Hargrave, RN, Christine Papa, Mary Kate Reeves-Hoche, RN, and Dr. Fred Ruben. Once a month, usually on 
the first Saturday, the parish hall at Christ Episcopal Church in Stroudsburg becomes a medical clinic for people 
who have no health insurance. Overseen by clinic physician Dr. Thomas Papa and clinic coordinator Christine Papa, 
the free clinic is named for the late Dr. Harvey Pullen whose bequest to the church provided the initial funding. All 
physicians, nurses, and clerical workers volunteer their time and expertise, serving about 20 people at every session or 
about 240 per year. The Rev. Beth Haynes greets the patients and is available for spiritual consultation if  requested. 
Patients are interviewed by a nurse and have their blood pressure and other data taken; then they receive a thorough 
physical examination and consultation with a physician, who will prescribe drugs if  necessary. The clinic can also 
refer patients to a psychologist who generously provides free counseling and, by arrangement with Pocono Medical 
Center, can send patients for laboratory and radiology work at no cost to the patient. This and all other clinic services 
are possible thanks to the bequest of  Dr. Pullen, a generous gift from Dr. Joseph Mattioli, fundraising by Monroe 
County Church Women United, and ongoing donations from church and community members. November 2007 
marked the clinic’s fourth completed year of  outreach to the community.

Framing, construction as of  July 24, 2008

Deacon George Loeffler, Bishop Paul and Mother Beth Haynes at the groundbreaking.

The original church, built in in 1904.

Diocesan Life resumes its regular monthly schedule with this issue. 
For news between issues, visit the newSpin blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin
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