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Youth at Christophany retreat
work to feed 50,000  

Sixty-eight young people and adults spent part of their Christophany retreat packaging 50,000 meals for Stop Hunger Now, an 
organization committed to ending hunger worldwide. They also took part in The Great Diocesan Water Walk, an educational 
marathon intended to raise funds for the New Hope Campaign and to learn about the severe shortage of clean water in the 
world as well as the inequity of water usage. See page A4.

Kajo Keji and Bethlehem: A goal surpassed
Preliminary proposals on helping the needy among us  

The recent weekly introductory essay on the home page of AnglicansOnline dealt with companion 
diocese relationships and highlighted “the wonderful one between Kajo Keji and Bethlehem in 
which there is a deliberate policy of reciprocal enrichment and benefit that really does lead to 
more informed Christian belief and more effective Christian living.” The essay may be found at 
http://morgue.anglicansonline.org/080504. AnglicansOnline is, according to Yahoo Unplugged, 
“the largest and most comprehensive resource on the Internet for Anglicans and Episcopalians 
worldwide.” To be mentioned on and linked from its home page for a week gives our relationship 
with Kajo Keji and our New Hope campaign high visibility around the world. We are grateful to the 
folks at AnglicansOnline.

Bishop Paul notes in his column on page A2 that our New Hope Campaign has surpassed its 
basic goal by nearly $100,000, and is taking us into exciting territory. Campaign chair Charlie Barebo, on page A5, writes about 
some of the ways our ministry in Kajo Keji is progressing and how some of us might turn our daily cup of coffee and a donut 
into a $2,500 to $5,000 pledge over five years. And, on page A3, Father Daniel Gunn, our social ministries committee chair 
and rector of St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre, invites parishes and Episcopal related organizations within our diocese 
to submit preliminary proposals on how they might help the needy among us in northeastern Pennsylvania.

Kajo-Keji, The Sudan                                                      The needy among us.                                                                 Photo: Gary Clark
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INSIDE DIOCESAN LIFE
Lucky Thirteen
My favorite moment of disguise was 
when a little child in a huge stage 
whisper asked his mother, “Who’s the 
man in the pirate hat?” It’s a question 
I pay good money to ask somewhat 
regularly. [Bishop Paul, A2]

We all paid for Polly 
A refl ection on the cost of health care, 
third-party payers, and why it is that 
we insured pay for but don’t necessarily 
help Polly. [Andrew Gerns, A3]

Seed money to help the poor among us 
The chair of our Social Ministries 
committee invites preliminary proposals. 
[Dan Gunn, A3]

Coffee and a Donut
If I could sacrifi ce my morning coffee for 
fi ve years, I could make a $2,500 pledge 
to New Hope. Sacrifi ce coffee and a 
donut – $5,000.  [Charlie Barebo, A5]

Empowered and Ready
A refl ection on a Christophany 
experience. [Beatrice Ferreira, A5]

We cannot give what we do not have
What might you hope to give to the 
children and youth in your parish? 
[Jenifer Gamber, A6]

Creating a Culture of Peace, 
Congregational Development Grants, 
Public Television features Grace 
Allentown, Bishop’s School, Newspaper 
Pulpit [A6]

Calendar and Cycles of Prayer [A7] 

Emerging communication, emerging 
church [Kat Lehman, A8]

National awards for Diocesan Life [A8]

Diocesan Life will not be published 
in July and August. 

Look for the September issue 
in late August. Meanwhile,

visit the newSpin blog: 
www.diobeth.

typepad.com/diobeth_newspin

$3.7 million 
contributed 
and pledged 
bursts the 
$3.6 million  
goal.

New Hope Campaign



Lucky Thirteen
Media exposure works. At my 

annual visit to one parish shortly 
after Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to 
these shores, a little girl said right 
into my microphone in the middle of 
the liturgy, “Are you the Pope?” She 
had been made so aware of pointy 

hats by the coverage of the papal visit 
that when she saw one she made a 
single connection. 

My favorite moment of disguise, 
however, was at St. Luke’s, in 
Scranton, where a little child in a 
huge stage whisper asked his mother, 
“Who’s the man in the pirate hat?” 
It is a question I pay good money to 
ask somewhat regularly. 

The answer keeps evolving, as it 
does for every human being, but 
one thing is clear to me: I have no 
perception other than that I am 
called to be here. So later this month 
I will recall with gratitude the 12th

anniversary of my consecration as 
Bishop of Bethlehem. 

This is a bit of a shock to my system 
because a much wiser and holier 
head had assured me that the shelf 
life of a bishop is but 12 years. At age 
48, I did not find that observation 
hard to believe. 

As I approach 61, however, it looks 
very different: there is plenty for us 
to do, and the New Hope Campaign, 
which has now surpassed its basic 
goal by nearly $100,000, is taking us 
into exciting territory. 

I nonetheless retain the suspicion 
that my older colleague may have 
been on to something. The fact is that 
we haven’t had a long-haul bishop 
in Bethlehem in living memory. If 
I continue to believe myself called 
to be here, being long-haul will put 
me at 24 years of service if God gives 
me the health to persevere until 
mandatory retirement at 72.

I wrestle with many questions 
as I think about persisting in 
office, but one above all. Dare any 
human become a trans-generational 
institution? I do not mean such a 
question in any self-aggrandizing or 
monumental way, but in a common-
sense, ordinary anthropological 
way. We have term limits to prevent 
ossification in other areas of life. In 
a parish church a rectorship of that 
length is at best a mixed blessing.

On the one hand, persistence in 
office is a way to enact the truth that 
the Church is a community that 
transcends generational boundaries. 
If that is the case, there is only one 
really important question. Does the 
bishop manage to be present as one 

who loves Christ’s people, regardless 
of when they were born or what their 
cultural context might be?

On another hand, as I read our 
history, we haven’t had a truly hip 
bishop since Bishop Talbot, who 
had worked on Indian reservations 
and identified totally with the social 
cutting edge of his day. Perhaps it is 
time for that. I am happy to report 
that Bishop Jack is already bringing 
us touches that enrich us on several 
levels, including hip-ness.

From yet 
another point 
of view, we 
humans need 
grandparents 
who connect 
us with our 
past and who can sometimes carry 
its wisdom forward, or else Medicare 
or Congress would send all the 
elderly out on kayaks into the ice 
floes to balance the books. Even the 
government is wiser than that, and 
for good reason. Grandparents have 
the function of connecting little 
ones with their past in a way that 
gives them a certain safety from the 
energetic certainties (or insecurities) 

of their parents. They can’t possibly 
be relevant, and that is the point 
to some degree, but they can be 
affirming and connecting, which is 
also the point. 

Each phase of life has its challenges. 
The last phase of life, beyond age 60, 
is said to be marked by the struggle 
between integrity and despair. Can 
a person whose body (along with 
gravity) is increasingly betraying 
him believe he still has anything 
important to offer the species? Can 

someone who cannot 
compete physically, 
and to some extent 
mentally, with younger 
members of the species 
dare to lead? 

I currently believe 
that God wishes the answer to be yes, 
but think the “yes” to that question 
has to be a conditional one. We 
will need to match continuity with 
innovation. Expect the average age 
of the Bishop’s staff to continue to 
get younger, as it has been doing 
since fall of 2007. Expect younger 
clergy and lay people to be given 
some preference in committee and 
commission appointments. I am 

happy to say that younger 
people are applying to the 
ordination process, and I 
hope we can as a community 
maximize the potential that 
such a shift promises. The 
final condition is that when 
it is time to quit somebody 
will tell me.

Jesus described the good 
scribe as one who brought 
out treasures old and new. 
For those of us at any stage 
of life, but especially for 
those at either the first 
or last years of a career in 
ministry, there remains the 
duty each day neither to 
despise the past nor fear 
the future. As the Sudanese 
constantly remind us, God 
reigns. So we go on, and for 
me that is a time of humility 
and gratitude. 

On June 29, 1996, bishops of the Episcopal Church, the Anglican Communion and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America laid hands on Paul Marshall, ordaining him the 919th Episcopal bishop in the American succession and the eighth 
bishop of the Diocese of Bethlehem. “When we put ourselves in God’s hands to be bread,” Bishop Catherine Roskam said 
that day during the consecration sermon, “God keeps messing around in our lives, elbows deep in flour, never quite finished, 
making us ever more delicious and nourishing. The process is dynamic, creative, intimate and sometimes painful. It’s not easy 
being bread ... May the bakerwoman God bake, break and remake you. May Christ the bread of life, feed and sustain you. 
And may this House of Bread flourish under your care.”
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      ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE             
It is right and a good and joyful thing always and everywhere to give thanks.

BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL

Later this month I will 
recall with gratitude the 12th 
anniversary of my consecration 
as Bishop of Bethlehem. 



Seed Money 
for New Social 
Ministry Initiatives
THE REV. DANIEL C. GUNN, 
CHAIR, SOCIAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE 

Dear Partners in Ministry,

The Social Ministries Committee is 
now ready to receive and consider requests 
for disbursements from the New Hope 
Campaign.  The total amount we are able 
to grant for the 2008-09 year is $100,000.  
Therefore, we are inviting Letters of 
Intent from parishes and Episcopal 
related organizations within the Episcopal 
Diocese of Bethlehem.  The Deadline for 
Letters of Intent is 31 July 2008.  

Please bear in mind as you formulate 
your request that the funds will be used to 
seed new social ministry initiatives only, 
and cannot be used for regular or existing 
operating budgets.

The Letter of Intent should contain:

 The Mission Statement of  the parish/
organization
 A summary of  the proposal including 

a brief  project description
 An outline of  the focus and scope 

(who will be served?)
 Amount to be requested from the 

SMC (one time or multi-year request)
 Partner churches, agencies, 

organizations, etc., if  any
 Project start date
 Name, e-mail and day and evening 

telephone number of  contact 
person(s).

Letters of Intent should be sent by 
the rector or priest-in-charge to the 
Rev’d Daniel C. Gunn, St. Stephen’s 
Pro-cathedral, 35 South Franklin Street, 
Wilkes-Barre, PA  18701 or emailed to 
dgunn@ststephenswb.org with “Social 
Ministry Application” in the subject line.

A member of the Social Ministries 
Committee will be in contact soon 
thereafter.  Let us be clear that these 
Letters are preliminary proposals and will 
be considered in the order in which they 
are received.  Formal applications will be 
sent after the Letter of Intent has been 
reviewed and approved.

This announcement comes with our 
Pentecost greetings.

THE REV. CANON ANDREW T. GERNS

 Recently, I did the funeral for a 
woman. Let’s call her Polly. She lived 
alone, worked as a cashier in a gas and 
variety store saving $5 here and $20 there 
to “pay off” the bills she carried after being 
hospitalized for a seizure. Her care was 
very good. Care was not the problem. The 
problem was that she was never going to pay 
her bills in anything like a normal lifetime. 
 She died of a massive stroke. She was 
able to have some of her organs donated 
to another. We prayed over her body at 
her bedside and did a pauper’s ceremony 
after she was cremated in a cardboard box.
 I saw some of Polly’s healthcare bills 
before she died. She was charged the 
highest possible rates that her hospital 
and most of her providers could charge. 
I know because I carefully track my own, 
everyday costs—and I am reasonably 
healthy—and I saw the difference 
between what Polly was charged and 
what the same hospital charged me and 
my insurance company, and what my 
insurance company and I actually paid. 
 Between the two of us, I was the 
lucky one. Not only do I have insurance, 
but generally I do not have to pay the 
difference between what the hospital 
charges and what the insurance pays, 
except for comparatively tiny co-pays. 
Part of my premium goes to pay for 
the negotiating power of my insurer. 
Polly had no one to negotiate for her.
 Her physician often wrote off his care 
for her. He would make sure he bought his 
gas where she worked so he could check 
on her without her going to the office. On 
her death, she had mounds of charity care 
forms that were incomplete because either 
she did not understand them, was too busy 
working, or was too darned depressed.
 Polly is not unique. We are all at risk 
of the very same fate. Not just the poor 
and the working poor, but everyone who 
stays in a job “for the insurance” or who 
considers putting off a doctor’s visit or 
filling a prescription either because of the 
cost, the hassle of dealing with insurers, or 
an inability to handle growing “co-pays.” 

Her story is everyone’s story. Her story is 
a story about how astoundingly backwards 
our health care system is in paying for the 
care we receive.

In the “old days,” a hospital charge 
covered three distinct operational areas: 
“room,” the cost of the care the person 
received while in hospital, “board” the 
support services of the hospital, and 
physicians who were paid separately. 
Often other providers and specialist areas 
were paid separately, too. In these “old 
days” there was an old-style Blue Cross, 
which covered hospitals, and a Blue 
Shield, which covered physician costs. 
 The first attempt to contain costs was 
the invention of DRGs. A “Diagnostically 
Related Group” is the average cost of every 
procedure a hospital offers. Insurers would 
only pay that average. If hospitals spent 
less, then they kept the difference; if it cost 
more, then they’d eat it. The hope was 
that over the course of a typical year there 
would be more money kept than lost. Some 

version of this tool is still with us today.
 At some point, it was decided 
that “cost-shifting” was very bad. Cost-
shifting means that a provider would 
pay for its poorer or money-losing 
patients by spreading their costs over 
the whole pool of all their patients. In 
other words, thems that had coverage 
helped pay for thems that did not.
 It may seem unfair that my 
insurance rates should be higher because 
somebody else could not pay their bill. 
Cost-shifting was deemed to be bad 
because it seemed to encourage waste, 
fraud and personal irresponsibility.
 But the end of cost-shifting meant 
the end of an important social contract 
that all of us together would share our 
resources to care for those who have 
fewer resources available to them. 
 The inability to address that basic 
social contract is the elephant in the room 
when it comes to talking about paying for 
health care today. The question comes 
down to this, who pays for Polly?

Today we work under an operating 
principle that assumes that I will only pay 
for the cost of my care, and I want that 
cost as low as possible. Know it or not, 
we are all caught up in that game: insurer, 
employer and consumer. None of us want 
to pay more than more than it is supposed 
to cost to care for me and me alone. 
And no one wants to pay for overhead.
 These days, everything depends on 
how providers and insurers negotiate rates.
 Every time an insurer group goes to 
a hospital or network and says “We will 
only pay this many dollars for care.” The 
provider will say that while it costs them 
much more to cover their costs, they will 
charge something in-between to obtain 
the patients that the insurer will bring. 

A provider in a reasonably busy market 
will have a wide variety of discounts 
for a wide variety of contracts looking 
for that magic balance of volume and 
reimbursement just to stay in business. 

But wait, there’s more! This is where 
we move from craziness to immorality.
 Most providers have to post a higher 
base rate as their charge to patients, even 
though most of the insurers that insured 
patients use have negotiated a lower 
rate. Does any one pay the higher “base” 
rate? You bet! Polly paid. Or tried to.
 The ones who have no one to 
negotiate a lower rate pay the highest 
posted rates. Remember, we all get 
charged the highest posted rates. The 
ones with the least “buying” power of 
a group pay full freight because they 
cannot negotiate a “discount.” That 
means the uninsured. That meant Polly.
 When your local hospital publishes 
its “charity care” numbers, a large part 
of what you are seeing is the write-down 
between what it charges its poorest clients 
(because those with insurance including 
Medicare pay at a rate far below cost) and 
what it can ever possibly hope to collect. 

In poor rural or urban areas, the cost of 
the write-downs can be greater than their 
collections, even if they are filled to the brim 

with patients. Without a healthy margin (or 
profit), there is not enough cash to go from 
day to day and that means more debt. 

Insurers or the government (if it is 
their program) will do all they can to 
cap, limit, direct and ration care while 
at the same time paying as little as they 
can to the ones who provide the services.
 The system is ripe with immoralities 
and one of the biggest is that we have 
broken the social contract that says 
that the majority of us who have help 
pay for the care of those who have not. 
 Of course, we all pay, just not 
directly. While it seems to be that I am 
only paying what it cost for me alone, the 
system tries to make up for that discount 
with decreasing service, increasing 
overhead, and evermore limited access. 
 Having entered the system, Polly was 
all but bankrupted by it. One of the many 
documents she never completed was the 
final order declaring her bankruptcy. She 
did not have the money to pay the court 
and lawyer fees to complete the process.
 Because every spare cent was used to 
pay her hospital bills, her health suffered 
because her nutrition was compromised. 
Her baseline health was in the basement. 
Her dental care was non-existent. She 
lived in substandard housing because that 
was what she could afford. She avoided 
follow-up care and basic care. When she 
could, she bought her shoes and clothes 
at the Salvation Army. 

We have a system so weighted towards 
the payers who can obtain the best 
discounts, that there are many with no 
insurance or inadequate insurance who 
are charged the highest, unnegotiated rates 
out there. We have a system where many 
with insurance are bankrupted because 
the more specialized care they need, or the 
longer they are in the system, the less likely 
they will be of having providers who will 
only accept the payment assigned to them. 
 This is why healthcare causes the most 
personal bankruptcies, why we have the 
most expensive health-related bureaucracy 
and why we have the most inefficient 
and haphazard basic care delivery system 
of the major industrial economies.
 Polly was not alone. Just look 
around your parish. There are probably 
many in her shoes, but perhaps not 
as obvious. The ones who are one 
serious illness away from disaster.
 If we as a society are going to seriously 
and adequately address the health-care 
crisis in this nation, we will have to come 
to terms with the moral question of how 
we all share in the cost of each other’s 
care. Are we responsible for each other, or 
not? Do we have obligations to each other, 
or not? We will bear, even on the most 
minimal level, each other’s burdens, or not? 
 The sad truth is that one way 
or the other, we all paid—and will 
pay—for Polly. We just didn’t help her.

The Rev. Canon Andrew Gerns is rector of 
Trinity Episcopal Church in Easton.He keeps 
the blog Andrewplus. He was a board certified 
chaplain of the Association of Professional 
Chaplains. The original version of this piece 
appeared as a two-part column in The Daily 
Episcopalian section of Episcopal Cafe.

New Hope: Serving 
the Needy Among Us

$900,000 of the New 
Hope Campaign will go 
to programs that serve the 
needy in Northeastern 
Pennsylvania.

New Hope: Serving
the Needy Among Us

$900,000 of the New
Hope Campaign will go
to programs that serve the
needy in Northeastern
Pennsylvania.

We all paid for Polly
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BY DEMERY BADER-SAYE

On the last weekend of April, 68 youth 
and adults from 17 parishes of the Diocese 
of Bethlehem gathered at Spruce Lake 
Retreat in Canadensis for Christophany, 
a spiritual retreat for 6-12 graders and a 
longstanding diocesan tradition. The 
annual retreat has undergone many 
transformations over the years; the heart 
of the event, an invitation to know Christ 
more fully, remains the same. The theme 
this year was New Hope in Christ: a spiritual 
adventure exploring need and gratitude.

Two activities anchored the weekend 
solidly in the mission of Christ to the 
poor:  the packaging of 50,000 meals for 
an organization called Stop Hunger Now, 
and The Great Diocesan Water Walk, an 
educational marathon intended to raise 
funds for the New Hope campaign.  

Stop Hunger Now (SHN) is a non-
profit, international relief organization 
committed to ending hunger worldwide. 
SHN,  www.stophungernow.org, leads 
ongoing efforts to feed the hungry 
around the world by providing direct 
emergency food and other life-saving aid 
in crisis areas. Established in 1998 and 
headquartered in Raleigh, NC, SHN has 
provided over $100 million of aid in more 
than 65 countries.” 

History was made when Stop Hunger 
Now agreed to bring the program to the 
Diocese of Bethlehem, and farther north 
than it has ever been before. Donations 
from the Church of the Epiphany, Clarks 
Summit, and Bishop Paul made up most 
of the funding needed to cover the cost 
of food and supplies. Additional funds 
were raised by simplifying the weekend; 
the group stayed in Spruce Lake’s 
Wilderness Camp, which offers more 
rustic accommodations than those on the 
main campus.

SHN’s food packaging takes place in 
an assembly line fashion. Teams of four 
people work at one funnel, each pouring 
a main ingredient (soy, rice, dehydrated 
vegetables and vitamin powder) into a 
small plastic bag. Others down the line 
weigh and seal the bags, handing them 
to the last group to be boxed and loaded 
onto the SHN truck. Each bag contains 
six servings, which, when mixed with 
water and cooked briefly, make a tasty, 
nutritious casserole.  After each packing 
session the group was invited to taste; 
many were surprised at how good the 
casserole tasted. 

Terrence Brown of SHN, whose humor, 
patience and joy made the packing sessions 
feel more like a party than work, expertly 
guided the event. Terry enjoyed his time 
with the young diocesan community as 
well. “I had a very good time with your 
group,” he wrote in a follow-up email note.  
“If it is possible, thank all the kids and staff 
for me for making it to date my favorite 
event...  I truly had fun. The kids were 
awesome and I do look forward to playing 
(working) with them again next year.” 

Christophany participants spent 
approximately seven hours packing food 

over the weekend.  Help came in the form 
of a small group of additional volunteers 
from around the diocese; they came to 
help for two hours on Saturday. Many 
thanks to those volunteers!

On Saturday afternoon, Jenifer Gamber 
of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem, led participants in the Great 
Diocesan Water Walk, an educational 
marathon. The group learned about the 
severe shortage of clean water in the 
world, and about the inequity of water 
usage. The average American uses 106 
gallons of water a day, as opposed to his/
her counterpart in the Sudan, who has 
access to less than one gallon of water per 
day. The group also learned that African 
women and girls are water-bearers, 
carrying five-gallon containers of water as 
far as five miles a day after waiting in long 
lines to dip the water from a well. Many 
African girls miss crucial morning hours 
and don’t attend school, because carrying 
the water is their chore.  

Four teams carried 15 gallons of water 
each, in milk jugs and open buckets, on 
a two and one-half mile trail around the 
camp. After just a few steps, the surprise 
at how difficult the task would be was 
evident. The participants, however, 
tackled the water walk with the same 
dedication and energy as food packaging. 
They completed the marathon by helping 
one another, taking turns, using branches 
and bandanas as tools to ease the difficulty 
of the task. 

Cody McNaughton (Church of the 
Redeemer, Sayre) insisted on carrying over 
five gallons of water the whole distance 
by himself, remarking that if a woman in 
Kajo Keji has to carry five gallons of water 
every day, he could carry five gallons of 
water today. Another teen, Julimar Soto 
(Christ Church, Reading) chose to carry 
a full bucket of water most of the way on 
her head, the way the women of Africa 
carry water. 

Participants solicited sponsorship from 
family, friends and church members for 
the event, raising nearly $2,000 for the 
New Hope Youth fund. The donation for 
the weekend surpassed $2,000 on Sunday, 
when participants enjoyed a delicious meal 
of red beans and rice prepared by Antonia 
Harris (Christ Church, Stroudsburg), 
forgoing the traditional Christophany 
banquet feast and saving over $700. To 
date then, the New Hope Youth fund 
contains $3,200 toward the $7,000 pledge 
made by the Diocesan Youth Council 
last summer. Personal and youth group 
donations continue to be welcomed. To 
make a donation, visit www.lifeistasty.org, 
the DioBeth Youth Ministries website.

Other highlights of the weekend 
included non-violence workshops given 
by Addison and Mary Louise Bross (Grace 
Church, Allentown) of the Diocesan 
Peace Commission, an “empty bowls” art 
project led by Connie Gilbert (Cathedral 
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem) 
and Deb Kellerman (St. Stephen’s Pro-

Diocesan teens feed 50,000, raise 
$2,000 toward New Hope goal

Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre), the grand 
adventure of Spruce Lake’s outdoor high 
power swing, and an excellent Sunday 
sermon on stewardship given by diocesan 
Stewardship Missioner Dan Charney. 

A small group enjoyed the refreshment 
of an early morning yoga session on 
Sunday, led by Mary Cardinal (Himalayan 
Institute for Joyful Living, Honesdale). 
Jeremy Prostka (Peacemeal Community, 
Scranton) and Fr. Ed Erb (Grace Church, 
Honesdale), along with a handful of 
youth musicians, provided beautiful 
and lively music for the weekend. Many 
thanks to the adults named above and the 
weekend’s additional chaperones: Joyce 
Anderson and Margaret Cole (Church of 
the Redeemer, Sayre), Trica Bonenberger 
(St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville), Brian Farley 
(St. Brigid’s, Nazareth), Brian Gordon 
(Cathedral Church of the Nativity, 
Bethlehem), Bobbie Hraba (St. John’s, 
Hamlin), Kim Rowles (Christ Church, 
Reading), and Sarah Tax (Trinity, 
Bethlehem) for gifts of time and talent. 

Asked for his thoughts about what 
the teens accomplished at Christophany, 
Bishop Paul said, “I can imagine no 
better way of getter closer to Jesus than by 
doing what Jesus did–feeding the hungry 
multitudes. We can be very proud of and 
grateful for the witness of our youth; they 
challenge and inspire each of us.” 

[Mother Demery Bader-Saye is youth missioner 
for the Diocese of Bethlehem.]

1. Antonia Isis Harris (Christ Church, Stroudsburg) and Sophie Neumann (Trinity, Bethlehem) take a break from the food 
packaging assembly line for a quick photo op.2. Measuring beans for the soup.3. In solidarity with the women and girls of 
Sudan, Julimar Soto (Christ Church, Reading) carries her bucket of water on her head for more than half of the 2.5 mile 
marathon. 4. Girl power!  from left  Sophie Neumann (Trinity Church, Bethlehem), Jensen Appleman (Trinity, Easton),  
Brittany Radcliffe (St. John’s/Good Shepherd, Milford), Allison Duckloe (Christ Church, Stroudsburg), and Kayla Farley 
(St. Brigid’s, Nazareth), welcome an apprentice to the Sr. High Girls assembly line...  Everly “Ebby” is the daughter of 
Christophany music leader Jeremy Prostka and his wife Helen Bittel (Peacemeal Community, Scranton). 5. Innovations in 
water transport...  Allison Ross (St. John’s, Hamlin) carries a gallon of water in the hood of her sweatshirt. 6. Music prac-
tice... from left  Dakota Pace (St. John’s, Hamlin), Jeremy Prostka & daugher Everly (Peacemeal Community, Scranton), 
Eddie Hart IV (Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem), Allison Ross (St. John’s, Hamlin), Beatrice Ferreira (St. 

Barnabus’, Kutztown) and Fr. Ed Erb (Grace Church, Honesdale) blessed Christophany 
with their musical gifts.  Many thanks, musicians! 7. & 8. Pouring rice for meals and 
weighing the packet.2
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Empowered 
and Ready
BY BEATRICE FERREIRA

service, I felt a strong connection with 
a force bigger than words can describe. 
It wasn’t until my mom pulled in the 
Spruce Lake Driveway that I realized the 
full impact that Christophany had me.

Now, three days after the retreat is 
over, I feel empowered and ready to take 
whatever life throws at me. The amazing 
people I met this weekend have once 
again showed me what’s really important 
in life. Now I’m asking every Episcopalian 
reading this to think of the youth they 
know from their church. Those teens are 
amazing young adults whose integrity, 
honesty, and love of life radiate from them 
wherever they go. God has an exciting 
plan in store for the youth in the Diocese 
of Bethlehem. Namaste.

[Beatrice (Bibi) Ferreira, 13, is a scholar, musician 
and athlete.  She is enrolled in the innovative 
community-based education collective, The Noble 
Project, created and directed by her mother, Jane. A 
one-room schoolhouse, The Noble Project is based in 
St. Barnabas, Kutztown, where Bibi is a member of 
the vestry and frequent violin soloist.]    

Beatrice placed third in this Fall 2007 Lyons 
Fiddle Festival Competition for 13-18 year olds. 
Photo by Jane Ferrein

Progress is 
occurring at a 
rapid pace in 
Kajo Keji. Just 
nine months 
after the New 
Hope Cam-
paign kick-off, 
the college 
is one third 
completed. 

This month 
the first dor-

mitory, staff house, administration 
building and the Bishop’s house should 
be substantially completed. The doors 
to the college opened last January and 
the first seminarians have started their 
journey towards the priesthood. 

Likewise, there have been significant 
improvements throughout the Diocese of 
Kajo Keji. The government has supplied 
two bulldozers that have begun to repair the 
roads. Bishop Anthony reports the drive 
time to Moyo has been cut in half. They 
do lack funding for fuel and the County 
Commissioner has made an appeal for 
donations for fuel. (Contributions can be 
sent to Diocesan House, Care of World 
Mission Committee-Kajo Keji Roads). The 
Government of the New Sudan has also 
started to de-mine the road between Juba 
and Kajo Keji. Bishop Anthony recently 
announced that an FM radio station was 
under construction in Kajo Keji. 

Samaritan’s Purse, Franklin Graham’s 
charity, has completed five of the 20 
churches they have committed to build for 
the Diocese of Kajo Keji. This month, we 
will finalize the contractors for Phase II of 
the college. We should start construction 
in July. Phase II will include a second 
block of four classrooms, the library, 
the kitchen and dining hall, the second 
dormitory, the second staff house and the 
principal’s house.

We have been working with Wes Vogel, 
from the Cathedral, to secure books for 

the college. Wes is a board member of the 
Society for the Promoting of Christian 
Knowledge. We are working to send a 
trial shipment of 100 Bibles and assorted 
children’s religious books. I ask your 
prayers for Wes as he guides us through 
this process. Given the enormity of the 
scope of change, I can only assume that 
the Holy Spirit is working overtime in 
the Diocese of Bethlehem and Kajo Keji. 
In my opinion, the mission in Kajo Keji 
has moved from a relief mission to a 
development mission, a milestone in the 
building of that community.

Currently, we are reviewing the 
architect’s plans and pricing for the 
schools. This task has become more 
complex as the government of the New 
Sudan has enacted new standards for 
primary schools. Primary schools must 
now include eight classrooms and an 
administrative office. I believe we will be 
ready to begin to build schools as early as 
2009. It is important that we not overload 
the capacity of our friends in Kajo Keji 
while they manage building projects. We 
need to set the record straight on a couple 
of schools. The Danish Refugee Council, 
unknown to Bishop Anthony or us, has 
built a new school at Loopo. The primary 
school at Romogi will be our first primary 
school and will be financed entirely by the 
Diocese of Bethlehem.

At home, the quiet work behind the 
scene continues. The Rev. John Brndjar 
has resigned as chair of the Social 
Ministries, sub-committee. We want to 
thank Father John for his leadership 
and hard work. Father Daniel Gunn 
has graciously accepted the chair of that 
group and we look for big things to come. 
Applications for the grant process for your 
local outreach ministries for the needy 
will be available soon. Father Gunn’s 
letter about the application process may 
be found on page three of this issue of 
Diocesan Life. We announced earlier 

BY CHARLIE BAREBO
New Hope Campaign Chairp p gp p g

On the car ride home from 
Christophany, I felt a sense of wholeness, 
centered energy, and fulfillment. In 
Buddhist and Hindu teachings they call 
this a state of nirvana. Although I don’t 
want to sound overreaching, I feel I need 
to add a bit more input on this wonderful 
weekend retreat than what I hastily 
scribbled on the ‘feedback’ paper that was 
handed in.

I arrived at Spruce Lake Wilderness 
Camp three hours late. When I entered 
the pavilion, 50 youth and numerous 
adult leaders were deep in conversation. 
Being the only representative from my 
parish, I braced myself for what I thought 
would be an awkward and unwelcoming 
entrance (as it often is with teenagers). 

On the contrary, I was immediately 
welcomed to a seat by a friend. Within 5 
minutes, I was comfortable and laughing. 
Within the hour, I was discussing life 
goals and bizarre medicinal rainforest 
plants. By sunrise the next morning, I 
can honestly say I made seven great new 

friends–reading cryptic poetry late at 
night in cramped quarters often does that 
to you. 

The many thought-provoking activities 
at Christophany provided a base to 
explore what it means to be a Christian. 
Through the Stop Hunger Now project, 
we were able to package 50,000 meals 
for the hungry around the world. In the 
Episcopal Peace Fellowship training, we 
discussed the importance of peacekeeping 
and nonviolence. And at the power swing 
we learned what it means to have faith! 

I saw true Christianity in action: 
compassion, hope, and a desire to do 
good shone from all my peers. When it 
was quiet time to pray, I told God that all 
world leaders should have the same set of 
values that these kids live by.

I should have felt tired after getting 
only three hours of sleep Saturday night. 
Waking up on Sunday morning, however, 
I felt fully awake because of the youthful 
energy that expounded from every crevice 
in that camp. Playing my violin in the 

that $100,000 per year will be available in 
grant form in the next two years.

We are getting closer to our financial 
target. We need to bring in an additional 
$500,000 to be able to meet our 
construction goals for the schools. I paid 
$1.88 for my morning coffee at Dunkin’ 
Donuts this morning (I love their coffee). 
If I could sacrifice my coffee every morning 

for five years, I 
could make a 
$2,500 pledge 
to New Hope. If 
I could sacrifice 
my cof-fee and 
let’s say a donut 
every day for five 
years, I could 
make a $5,000 
pledge to New 
Hope.

A Cup of Coffee and a Donut

I can enable a child to read and explore 
the Gospels or I can have coffee and 
donuts. God or donuts … I think I know 
where Christ is calling me. God bless 
you for your patience, love and Christian 
charity. We are realizing New Hope for 
the needy here and in the New Sudan!  

God or

 

Donuts?

Prepare the way of the Lord – On the way to worship in Kajo Keji. This photo by Rick Cluett, published 
on the cover of the December 2007 issue of Diocesan Life, received an award from the national Episcopal Com-
municators organization.

These three photos capture work being done on New 
Hope Campaign building projects in Kajo Keji, April 
28, 2008.

June 2008               diocesanlife                 A5

 www.diobeth.org              Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard                    www.diobeth.org 



Diocese of Bethlehem 
Peace Commission
November 7-9, 2008
Fri 9 am – Sun 2 pm
Kirkridge Retreat Center, Bangor, PA
•spiritually-grounded peacemaker 
training • exploration of violence & 
nonviolence • analysis of how change 
occurs • community-building • project 
planning • an interactive process
Janet Chisholm, Facilitator

Past Chair Episcopal Peace Fellowship, Trainer 
of Trainers, Writer, Speaker, Activist

Addison Bross, Facilitator
Professor, Lehigh University Peace Studies, 
Peace Trainer, Writer, Speaker Activist

More info at www.kirkridge.org – click on 
Peacemaking. Sponsors Encouraged. 
Cost: $100.  Scholarships Available.
Registration & Information: Mary Louise 
Bross  R: 610-691-2684   C: 610-758-3331   
mlb2@lehigh.edu 

Diocesan Peace Commission members: 
Scott Allen, Addison Bross, Mary Louise 
Bross, Janet Chisholm Don Knapp, Tom 
Lloyd and Jim Walton

Congregational 
Development Grants

The deadline for the completion of 
Congregational Development grant 
applications is July 1, earlier this year 
so specific grants may be included in 
the budget presented to the Diocesan 
Convention in October. Applications 
received after deadline will not be 
considered. See www.diobeth.org to find 
the form that may be completed online. 
Questions: Canon Jane Teter at 1-800-
358-5655, ext 228 or at jeter@diobeth.org. 

Bishop’s School Fall 2008
The fall semester of Bishop’s School will 

be held at St. Peter’s Hazleton, 10 to 3:30 
on September 20, 27; October 4, 18, 25; 
November 1, 8, 15, 22; and December 6 
(December 13 is reserved for a snow day).

Morning class: The Message of the Old 
Testament, led by The Rev. Daniel Gunn. 
Afternoon: Church History, led by Mr. 
Brian Pavlac.

parish office at 570-654-3261. Trinity is 
located on the corner of Spring Street and 
Montgomery Avenue, West Pittston.

Newspaper pulpit
Michael Duck, a journalist at the 

Bethlehem bureau of The Morning Call, has 
written a piece about Bishop Paul’s new book, 
Messages in the Mall, on his blog. An excerpt 
follows: (Read it all at http://blogs.mcall.com/
bethlehem/2008/04/newspaper-pulpi.html

For most people, helping to shepherd 
some 16,000 people, spread throughout 
66 churches across eastern Pennsylvania, 
would be enough of a challenge.

But for Bishop Paul V. Marshall of the 
Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem, that was 
just a starting point. Soon after becoming 
bishop here in 1996, he decided to 
reach out to the hundreds of thousands 
of people he’d never see in the pews by 
writing a monthly newspaper column.

Since that first column in February 1997, 
Marshall’s columns have been printed in 
as many as 15 newspapers across the 14 
counties in the diocese. He’s compiled 
many of those columns into a new book 
titled Messages in the Mall: Looking at Life 
in 600 Words or Less.

He is the only bishop in the Episcopal 
Church—perhaps the only bishop of 
any church—whose columns have had 
such a long run in area newspapers,” 
said the Rev. Bill Lewellis, who handles 
communications for the diocese. (In 
Marshall’s forward to the new book, he 
credits Lewellis with urging him to start 
writing the column in the first place.)

The columns’ main goal, the bishop 
writes, is to show people who are turned 
off by an “extraordinarily conservative 
religious and political culture” that 
there’s an alternative that doesn’t involve 
ditching religion entirely.

BY JENIFER GAMBER

A phrase in Bishop Paul’s April column 
in Diocesan Life pops up in my mind often 
these days: “You cannot give what you do 
not have.”  What has struck me about it is 
that this truism is one not just for spouses, 
but anyone in relationship. And every 
living being is in relationship, whether it 
be with God, people, beasts, or any one of 
God’s creation.

While I also have a spouse to whom 
I wish to give much, the relationships 
to which I have been committed in the 
church over many years have been with 
youth and leaders who work with youth. 
This truism instructs me about these 
relationships too: “You cannot give what 
you do not have.” So, what do I hope to 
give the youth and their leaders? What 
might you hope to give the children and 
youth in your parish? And how are you 
supposed to acquire that which you want 
to give?

I have been a Rite 13 mentor at the 
Cathedral Church of the Nativity in 
Bethlehem for the past two years. What 
have I wanted to give? First, a love for 
Jesus Christ and then our family’s 
stories—those that remind each of us of 
who we are (beloved children of God) and 
who we are together (God’s covenanted 
people). I hope to have shared the gift of 
prayer and the rhythms of the liturgical 
year. I hope to have given them respect for 
their spirits, their ideas and explorations 
and also knowledge that God will abide 
through it all. 

But, I cannot give what I do not have. 
So, these past few years, my discipline has 
been to pray daily, to read the Bible, to 
reflect about God’s work in my life, and 
to give thanks for the blessing of my with 
these teens. 

What do you wish to give the children 
and youth in your parish?  And how will 
you equip yourself for this ministry in your 
parish?  Pentecost is the growing season in 

We cannot give what we do not have

the Church year. Its color, green, reminds 
us of this. Pentecost, therefore, is an 
appropriate time to grow, to acquire those 
things you wish to give. 

In children’s chapel one Pentecost 
Sunday we set the table with a green cloth. 
I asked the very littlest children, “Why is 
the tablecloth green?” They replied, “It’s 
the growing season.” These children had 
been given the gift of recognizing the 
church year. They had been given this gift 
by someone who had the knowledge and 
took the time to share it.

So, what do you want to give the 
children in your parish? Or, if you are not 
an educator, what do you want to give to 
those who educate the children in your 
parish?  Consider what you want to give. 
But also realize that you cannot give what 
you do not have. Take these months of 
growing to establish a pattern of life that 
equips you for ministry. If your ministry is 
in Christian formation, take time to pray, 
to reflect about God’s work in your life, to 
read our sacred stories and to learn what 
you wish to teach. 

Opportunities abound.  Daily Devotions 
for Individuals and Families in our Book of 
Common Prayer is a great source for simple 
prayers and readings. If you’d rather pray 
online, www.missionstclare.org also has 
Daily Devotions and the Daily Office. 
And, if you’d rather pray with your iPod or 
mp3 player, you can download lectionary 
readings and reflections from www.pray-
as-you-go.org. Time to pray, to study, and 
to reflect will fill you so that you will be 
prepared this fall to give.

[Jenifer Gamber is a parishioner at the Cathedral 
Church of the Natvity and author of the book 
My Faith, My Life: A Teen’s Guide to the 
Episcopal Church (Morehouse, 2006). She 
will be leading a retreat for youth leaders on 
living a rule of life with Br. Randy Greve at 
Holy Cross Monastery in September 2008.] 

Because the focus of Bishop’s School is 
to prepare vocational deacons and locally 
licensed priests, the curriculum is designed 
to meet the canonical requirements for 
those ministries. The classes rotate on a 
four year cycle so that someone may enter 
at the beginning of any semester and 
continue through the four year program. 
People who are in the  ordination process 
may only miss one session and still receive 
credit for the course.

Although the focus is on preparation for 
ordination, anyone is welcome to register 
and attend all or any of the courses. A $75 
fee per course is payable with registration.

To register, please email Canon Teter at 
jteter@diobeth.org or send a note to her at 
Diocesan House. Please include your name, 
address, phone number and email address. We 
need to be able to reach you in case of inclement 
weather or other schedule changes. Make 
checks payable to:  The Diocese of Bethlehem, 
marked for Bishop’s School. For questions and 
to receive a list of required texts: Canon Teter.

Tempo, the Lehigh Valley’s News 
Magazine program produced by  WLVT-
TV/PBS39, included a segment about 
Grace Allentown and two of its several 
ministries. It aired on May 1, and may 
be seen at www.youtube.com. (Insert Grace 
Allentown in the search box.)

The following item by Ann Fontaine 
appeared on the national Episcopal Café: 

Grace Episcopal Church in Allentown 
PA offers grace in the city for those who 
come seeking spiritual and physical 
sustenance. PBS39 features the work of 
Grace, its Montessori primary school, 
food bank, and other services. The church 
is committed to serving the community in 
which it finds itself.

The rector, the Rev. Patrick Malloy tells 
Episcopal Cafe:

Grace Church is in a once-prosperous 
neighborhood that declined greatly with 
the death of the steel industry. While 
there were no factories in Allentown to 
be torn down, despite what Billy Joel’s 
song claims, many residents worked 
in the nearby Bethlehem Steel Works: 
the largest factory in the world. As the 
neighborhood decayed and crime soared, 

Public television segment features 
Grace Allentown the people of Grace Church voted to stay 

in the urban core and work to revitalize 
it, even as other mainline churches closed 
and moved to the suburbs.

Within the past five years alone, the 
parish has renovated part of a defunct 
retail space to create a 10-thousand-
square-foot state-of-the-art Montessori 
pre-school and kindergarten (part of the 
city’s urban redevelopment master plan), 
founded the first Montessori elementary 
school in Northeast Pennsylvania (and the 
first elementary school in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem). Grace Church partnered with 
the federal government to establish an 
employment agency for the neighborhood, 
turned over a significant part of its plant for 
GED classes, Monday through Friday, and 
has become the home of a rehabilitation 
program for first-time juvenile offenders. 
Within the last year alone, both legal 
services and psychological counseling have 
been made available on-site to clients of all 
the parish outreach ministries.

Plans are underway for expanding 
the school into another abandoned 
downtown retail property, and converting 
a parish-owned house into apartments 
that will serve as transitional housing for 
homeless people.

Trinity West Pittston’s 
Neighborhood Yard Sale

First Saturdays, June to September – 
25+ vendors from the Wilkes-Barre and 
Scranton area. Lunch served all day, 
famous chili-dog recipe, boardwalk fries 
and home-made baked goods. Vendors 
may reserve space by telephoning the 
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The Daughters of the King retreat 
took place on April 4-6 at the Franciscan 
Retreat Center in Easton. Deacon Johanna 
Depue from the Geranium Farm was the 
presenter. Daughters of the King Mother 
Gwendolyn-Jane and Deacon Marion Meiss 
participated with the retreatants. These are 
some of the women who made the retreat

Trinity Church Carbondale and Christ 
Church Forest City celebrated their new 
ministry with their rector, Father Don 
Schaible, on April 20.

Jubilate
Hymnody for the Pentecost Season (May 

11 to November 23, 2008), published by 
the Diocese of Bethlehem for our diocesan 
community and for free distribution to 
the world, may be downloaded at www.
diobeth.org. Jubilate is a service of the 
diocesan Liturgy and Music Commission, 
specifically Canon Cliff Carr who has 
been doing this for more than 30 years.

Canon Day to retire
Canon Ginny Rex Day, rector of Trinity 

Mt. Pocono for the past nine years, will 
retire from that position effective June 
30. She and Father Charley Day plan to 
live in the area. Ginny said she will “still 
be part of the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
participating in the ministry that is ours 
in Northeastern Pennsylvania in a variety 
of ways.” Diocesan Life intends to do a 
feature story on Canon Day’s ministry 
among us in a later issue.
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PLAN AHEAD            
In the Diocese of Bethlehem 
www.diobeth.org 
June 1:  St. Barnabas Church, Kutz-
town, The Rev. John M. Brndjar, priest-
in-charge 

June 8: St. Alban’s Church, Sinking 
Spring, The Rev. Karl Kern, rector, 
www.stalbansepiscopal.org

June 15: Church of the Good Shep-
herd, Scranton, Canon William 
T. Warne II, priest-in-residence; 
Warren Shotto, senior warden;                     
www.churchofthegoodshepherdscranton.org

June 22: Church of the Good Shepherd 
and St. John the Evangelist, Milford, 
The Rev. William J McGinty, rector, 
www.goodshepherdmilford.org

June 29: Christ Church, Reading, 
The Rev. John R. Francis, rector, www.
rdgchristchurch.org

July 6: St. Paul’s Church, Montrose, 
The Rev. Charles Cesaretti, interim rector, 
www.stpaulschurchmontrose.org

July 13: Christ Church, Stroudsburg, 
The Rev. Elizabeth S. Haynes, rector, 
www.christchurchstroudsburg.org

July 20: Christ Church, Susquehanna, 
Todd Moffett, senior warden.

July 27: St. Mark’s Church, New Mil-
ford, James Yeich, senior warden

Aug. 3: Christ Church, Towanda, The 
Rev. Maureen AtLee Hipple, rector; 
The Rev. Lawrence Holman, deacon; 
www.christchurchtowanda.org

Aug. 10: The Church Seminaries 
and those preparing for the ordained 
ministry

Aug. 17: North Parish in Schylkill 
County: Holy Apostles Church, St. 
Clair; Christ Church, Frackville; and 
St. John’s Church, Ashland, The Rev. 
James Smith, priest; The Rev. Dolores 
Evans, deacon; www.northparish.com

Aug. 24: The Diocesan House Ministry 
Team, www.diobeth.org

Aug. 31: Trinity Church, Athens, 
The Rev. Trula Hollywood, rector,          
www.trinityathens.org

June 1 – Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Christ Church, Susquehanna

Visitation of Bishop Croneberger to 
Grace, Allentown

June 3 – Archdeacon’s Visit to Grace 
Honesdale, 6:00-7:30 p.m.

June 8 – Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
Grace, Honesdale

Visitation of Bishop Croneberger to 
St. Joseph’s, West Bangor

Clergy&Spouse/Guest Dinner
St. Mary’s Center, Scranton, 5:00 p.m.

June 10 – Reception of Bruce Baker 
and Michael Metro, former RC priests, 
as priests of the Episcopal Church
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m.

June 15 – Visitation of Bishop Paul to 
St. Mark’s, New Milford

June 17-20 – Jr High Mission Trip

June 21 – 50th anniversary of ordina-
tion celebration, Father Eric Snyder
Holy Apostles Church, St. Clair

June 26 – Diocesan Council
Grace Kingston, 6:30 p.m.

July 8-13 – EYE 2008

July 17-August 3 Lambeth Conference

Aug. 15 – Ordination of Priests
Cathedral, Bethlehem, 7:00 p.m.

Sept. 1 – Labor Day

Sept. 25 – Clergy Insensitivity Training
St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral. A systems 
approach to conflict in the parish. 

Sept. 28-30 – Clergy Retreat
Jesuit Spiritual Center, Wernersville.

Oct. 10-11 – Diocesan Convention
Christ Church, Reading

2009
March 28 – Diocesan Training for 
Ministry Day
St. Stephen’s, Willkes-Barre

April 25 – Diocesan Stewardship Conference

July 9-17 General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church

Anglicans Around the World
www.anglicancommunion.org
June 1: The clergy and people of the 
Church of the Province of Melanesia, 
and the communion of Anglican prov-
inces throughout the world

June 8: The clergy and people of La 
Iglesia Anglicana de Mexico

June 15: The clergy and people of the 
Anglican Church of the Province of 
Myanmar

June 22: The clergy and people of the 
Church of Nigeria, and the communion 
of Anglican provinces throughout the 
world

June 29: The clergy and people of the 
Church of North India

July 6: The clergy and people of the 
Church of Pakistan

July 13: The clergy and people of the 
Anglican Church of Papua New Guinea

July 20: The clergy and people of the 
Diocese of Canterbury, the Episcopal 
Church in the Philippines, the Lambeth 
Conference and the communion of An-
glican provinces throughout the world

July 27: The Lambeth Conference, the 
clergy and people of L’Eglise Episcopal 
au Rwanda, and the communion of An-
glican provinces throughout the world

Aug. 3: The Lambeth Conference and 
the clergy and people of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church

Aug. 10: The clergy and people of the 
Church of the Province of South East Asia

Aug. 17: The clergy and people of the 
Church of South India

Aug. 24: The clergy and people of the 
Anglican Church of Southern Africa

Aug. 31: The clergy and people of Iglesia 
Anglicana del Cono Sur de America

The Diocese of Kajo Keji
June 1: Barjur Parish,                           
The Rev. Openi Sakor

June 8: Bori Parish,                             
The Rev. Jenti A’diko

June 15: Loggu Archdeaconry,            
The Ven. James Dina Bojoi

June 22: Dwani Parish, The Revs. Estere 
Kojo and Yobo Sunamurye

June 29: The Rev. Isreal Taban (Bishop’s 
Chaplain) and the Rev. Richard Logury-
ang (Army Chaplain)

July 6: Gaderu Parish,                         
The Rev. Nasona Buli

July 13: Gurube Parish,                      
The Rev. Scopas Wani

July 20: Jalimo Parish,                         
The Revs. Edward Maku and John Jiggo

July 27: Kajo Keji Secondary School,   
The Rev. Tom Ezbon

Aug. 3: Kala Parish, The Rev. Timothy 
Modi Mark

Aug. 10: Kansuk, The Rev. Simon Lodu

Aug. 17: Kanyi Parish,                         
The Rev. Joesi Doru Luka

Aug. 24: Karekabi Parish,                   
The Rev. Amosa Rendi

Aug. 31: Kasurak Parish,                     
The Rev. Paul Geri

 The Diocese of Swaziland
Pray for the Diocese of Swaziland in 
Africa, Bishop Meshack Mabuza and the 
Diocesan AIDS Ministry. 

Pray for all places in conflict... the 
peacemakers and the peacekeepers, 
the victims of starvation, the victims 
of devastation along the Gulf Coast, 
and those dedicated to their relief. 

Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem, 
Palestine, Afghanistan, Sudan, Northern 
Ireland and Iraq. Pray for peace in our 
hearts and throughout the world. 

Pray for the victims of natural disasters, 
especially the people and churches of 
northeastern Nicaragua and the Mora-
vian communities there. 

Pray for the victims of terrorism and 
their families. 

Pray for relief workers and grief counselors. 

Pray for the protection of children and 
for the many victims of abuse, and their 
families.

Diocesan Life will not be published in 
July or August. Look for the 

September issue in late August. 

PRAY FOR            



“What is black and white and red (read) 
all over?” used to be a pretty standard riddle 
in a ten-year-old’s humor repertoire. The 
old answer: a newspaper. When I posed 
this question to my ten-year-old daughter 
Anna, she looked at me puzzled: “I don’t 
know…a zebra with sunburn?”

How communication has changed. 
I recently attended the national 
Episcopal Communicators’ Conference 
in Seattle. The focus was on emerging 
communication for an emerging church. 
It’s a Flip world was the tag line. (A Flip is 
a new handheld, palm-sized video camera, 
no bigger than a cell phone, with software 
that optimizes it for social networking 
sites such as YouTube. What a world we 
now live in.

Communication used to mean 
newspapers, magazines, radio, and televi-
sion. Now communication encompasses 
not only those but also websites, blogs 
(written, audio and video), podcasts, 
interactive worlds, social networks … The 
list goes on.

The conference focused on what 
emerging technologies are coming of 
age and what the emerging church is 
doing with those technologies and how 
the wider Episcopal Church reacts to 
new communication media and outlets. 
We had a wide range of speakers and 
workshops; some strictly technical and 
some much more theological, all grappling 
with what church communication means 
in our century.

Diana Butler Bass, author of Christianity 
for the Rest of Us and The Practicing 
Congregation: Imagining a New Old Church 
was the keynote speaker. Her recent 
research on mainline Protestant vitality 
discovered that emerging churches all 
have similar integrated fields of spirituality 

regardless of 
denomination. 
Vibrant churches 
are those where 
people gather 
to intentionally 
become commu-
nities of practice, 
memory, and 
mission. The 
ways they are 

accomplishing this are through collective 
story-telling via any method possible to 
reach like-minded people. 

She stressed that people are looking for 
meaning and a safe place to ask questions. 
Social networks are appealing because of 
perceived anonymity in which to pose 
difficult questions. In the end though, 
vital congregations are growing because 
of interaction between practice, tradition, 
and wisdom in a place where they feel safe 
and welcome.

Father Matthew Moretz, creator of Father 
Matthew Presents and curate of Christ 
Church in Rye, New York, presented a 

Turning the Power On

Emerging communication, 
emerging church
BY KAT LEHMAN

plenary session on video blogs. His work, 
two- to five-minute videos discussing all 
manner of things within the church in a 
very accessible way, may be seen at www.
youtube.com/user/FatherMatthew. 

When he started his online presence, 
there was only one other reference to 
Episcopalians and it was a humorous 
spoof on the church.  He stressed that 
social networks are a new order of reality. 
Online, you create a social space and 

preside over it much like the church 
does now in reality. For the church to be 
present, it has to have a vital virtual reality 
presence just as it has a vital presence in 
the real world. He also did a workshop on 
the technical aspects of video blogs and 
how to create them.

David Domke, head of the 
Journalism Department in the School 
of Communications at the University 
of Washington, led a plenary session on 
politics and religion in public discourse. 
In the session he discussed his research 
for his recent book The God Strategy: How 
Religion Became a Political Weapon. Since the 
1970’s religion has played an increasingly 
important role in presidential politics 
with the upcoming election being one 
of the most focused on religion in recent 
history. Domke argued that this was not a 

good thing for either 
the wider church or 
the country because 
an increasing role of 
religion in politics 
contributed to more 
polarization within 
the culture. 

The conference 
was an incredible 
synthesis of what 

Jennifer Martin , parish administrator, Prince of 
Peace Dallas, and membership coordinator, Episcopal 
Communicators, with Kat Lehman, IT coordinator, 
Diocese of Bethlehem, at the recent Episcopal Com-
municators Conference in Seattle.

National Awards 
for Diocesan Life

The national organization of Episcopal 
Communicators, judging 2007 entries, 
gave Bishop Paul and Diocesan Life an 
Award of Excellence in the devotional/
inspirational category under theological 
reflection for Nightmares: the non-invocation, 
delivered at New Bethany’s “Souper Day” 
lunch and published as a column in The 
Morning Call and Diocesan Life. The Award 
of Excellence is the highest award given 
for each category.  

Here is an excerpt: I was asked to pray at 
the recent Souper Day event that helps support 
the many ministries to the needy in my area. I 
went prepared to deliver the usual, but found 

communication is doing and can do in 
the wider church and the culture. All 
of the speakers and presenters stressed 
the need for the church having a voice 
in an increasingly fragmented world. 
New technology allows us that voice and 
allows us in places where the church has 
never been, but isn’t that what we are 
called to do? We are to take the word 
of God out into the world and perhaps 
that is the key to emergence. We need to 
emerge from our notion of church being 
a brick and mortar institution with staid 
communication channels into a notion of 
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myself pulling over to the side of the road to write 
and then deliver the following … I thought of a 
prayer I do not have the courage to pray: that 
God would give us each a crystal clear vision 
of poverty, of kids who don’t go to school every 
day because it isn’t their turn to wear the one 
complete set of clothes their mama can afford, 
of how hard it is for those mentally ill even to 
get on a line for their first routine rejection for 
Social Security Disability assistance. I would 
ask God to save each of us from the hypocrisy 
of giving money we don’t really miss, that God 
would make us uncomfortable when giving 
doesn’t cost us.

The organization also gave Rick Cluett 
and Diocesan Life an Honorable Mention 
in the single photo/feature category 
under photography for Prepare the way of 
the Lord. See the award-winning photo on 
page 5.

Polly Bond awards are the Episcopal 
Communicators’ acknowledgment of 
excellence in a variety of communication 
media. Over the past 15 years since we began 
submitting entries for these awards, Diocesan 
Life and the Diocese of Bethlehem have 
received at least 35 awards.

church that knows no bounds and which 
embraces new and exciting visions of God 
at work in the world. 

Selected workshops included: Podcasting, 
InDesign roundtable, Theology and Com-
munications, Repurposing Content: Print 
to Web, Web to Print, Developing a Photo 
Library, Social Networking, Journalism 
101, The Emerging Church, Electronic 
Newsletters and Modernism vs. Post-
Modernism.

[Kat Lehman serves on the Diocesan House staff 
as information technology coordinator.] 

A time-exposure photo of the Lady Chapel in St. James RC Cathedral, Archdiocese of Seattle, 
taken by Patrick Malloy, rector of Grace Allentown. The photo was used as the cover of Grace 
Church’s Pentecost service booklet.

A8     diocesanlife                June 2008

 www.diobeth.org              Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard                    www.diobeth.org 

EPISCOPAL COMMUNICATORS


