
January 3, 2008 
 
Greetings: 
 
At the end of December, Church Publishing, the national publishing house of the Episcopal Church, released a new 
book, Celebrating the Eucharist, written by our rector, Patrick Malloy. He wrote the book at their invitation to provide 
practical help and historical and theological insights into what is most significant about celebrating the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist in the current Book of Common Prayer.  In announcing the book, the publisher writes, “In this first new 
Eucharistic customary in nearly 20 years, Patrick Malloy, an Episcopal priest and liturgical scholar, presents a clear, 
illustrated guide for the presider and other leaders of the liturgy, contemporary in approach but based on ancient and 
classic principles of celebration.” 
 
The book comes from both practice and scholarship. Much of it flows from what we at Grace Church have together 
discovered as we have worked to celebrate the Eucharist, respecting both our rich, ancient heritage and our lives in the 
world today.  In the preface, Fr. Malloy writes, “Annie Dillard famously wrote that Sunday congregations are like 
children with chemistry sets mixing up batches of TNT.  They are blind to the power they hold… For six years, the 
people of Grace Church in Allentown, Pennsylvania, have realized that they were dealing with explosives, and they 
have handled them carefully.  They have worked to celebrate the Sunday Eucharist with as much authenticity as they 
can muster, recognizing what is at stake.” 
 
For many years, we at Grace Church have been discovering how our extensive social outreach, our rich common life, 
and our liturgy flow in and out of one another.  They are all so intimately linked that we can hardly say where one ends 
and the other begins.  
 
The publication of Fr. Malloy’s book, then, is an opportunity for us to rejoice, not only in his work, but also in our 
shared life and how “celebrating the Eucharist” is at the heart of it.  On January 20, 4:00 pm, we will gather first at the 
church to celebrate the Eucharist, as is only fitting, and then move to a reception including hors d’oeuvres, cocktails, 
and, finally, dinner.  This will not be the regular Sunday Eucharist, which we will celebrate in the morning, but a special 
celebration of our common life, our common worship, and God’s gift of the Holy Eucharist. 
 
We would be delighted and honored if you would be with us that day. 
 
So that we might prepare sufficiently for our guests, will you RSVP by January 10 to Mr. Robert House, parish 
administrator, at 610.435.0782 or bob.house@graceallentown.org? Please feel free to leave a message in Mr. House’s 
voice mail, ext. 200, if you do not directly reach him. 
 
We hope to see you at Grace Church on the 20th. 
 
In the name of the Vestry and on behalf of the entire parish, 
 
 
 
Elizabeth House, Senior Warden     Kelly Cannon, Junior Warden 


