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News with some Spin 
Edited by Bill Lewellis 
 

The newSpin newsletter, published six to eight times monthly, is intended especially for clergy, 
members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members, anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to 
the list. Send your email address to Bill Lewellis. The newsletter may be found also on the newSpin 
blog. Bookmark the newSpin blog on your browser.  

 
Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference 
March 1, at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral, Wilkes-Barre. Morning: Vestry, Lay Eucharistic 
Visitors 1, Stewardship as a Way of Life, Planned Giving/St. Matthew Society, and Celebrating 
the Eucharist/Pat Malloy. Afternoon: Lay Eucharistic Visitors 2, Stewardship, Role of Treasurers, 
EYE, Parish Communication. Download the brochure here. Registration deadline is February 15.  
 
Mission Trips to Kajo Keji 
Since 2000, 13 missioners of the Diocese of Bethlehem have made six visits to our sisters and 
brothers in southern Sudan. Some have made the journey several times. Not included among the 
visits to the people of Kajo Keji are Bishop Paul’s 2000 visit to Swaziland that launched the 
Diocese of Bethlehem’s missionary journeys to Africa and a July 2007 meeting in London of 
Bishop Paul with new-elected Kajo Kei Bishop Anthony Poggo. 

In a few days, three diocesan missioners will return from southern Sudan: Jo Trepagnier, a 
member of the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem; Earl Trygar, rector of St. Mark’s 
Church, Moscow; and Char Horst, development director for the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

Bishop Paul had written earlier to Bishop Anthony about the team’s limited brief. “Their main 
purpose takes its cue from our Lord’s Incarnation: their goal is to be with as many people as 
possible to let them know that their sisters and brothers in Bethlehem know about them, care 
about them, and want to know their story. This was the great teaching we had from Bishop 
Manasseh about the importance of letting people know that they are noticed. 

“There are some (comparatively) minor tasks they will address along the way. They are, if 
possible, interested in learning what kind of hands-on ministry people from the US may 
profitably do on the ground in Kajo-Keji, short- and long-term. Of particular interest is what 
youth may do on short-term visits. You had mentioned the possibility of high school and college-
age students who have the requisite skills to help with computer use. The team will be eager to 
know what else can be done by young people with other skill sets.” 

Visit the newSpin blog to download a story about all the mission trips to Africa made by 
representatives of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

 
Have you heard about the 
New Hope Youth Campaign? 
The Diocesan Youth Council has a goal of raising $7,000 by June of this year for the New Hope 
Campaign, to benefit our brothers and sisters in our companion diocese of Kajo-Keji. Find more 
info and download a flyer at LifeIsTasty, the diocesan youth website. 
 
Celebrating the Eucharist – An Invitation 
Grace Church, Allentown, will celebrate the publication of Grace rector Patrick Malloy’s new 
book, Celebrating the Eucharist (Church Publishing) with a special celebration of the Eucharist at 
Grace on Sunday, January 20, at 4:00 p.m. Barbara Crafton will preach. Clay Morris, liturgical 
officer of the office of liturgy and music of the Episcopal Church, and Frank Tedeschi, executive 
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editor of Church Publishing will be in attendance. Eucharist will be followed by a reception 
including hors d’oeuvres, cocktails and dinner. You are invited. (Please RSVP to Robert House, 
parish administrator, by email or at 610-435-0782.) Download the story and the invitation here. 
 
Might you be an Evangelism Consultant? 
The diocesan Evangelism Commission invites you to consider prayerfully whether you would 
like to apply to receive training to be an evangelism consultant, to be able to assist local 
congregations plan and implement their evangelism ministry. The commission will train nine to 
twelve consultants on Saturday, April 19, (10:00 to 3:00) at Trinity Mount Pocono (lunch 
provided, no fee) and will then ask you to join with one of the current members of the 
commission to do a third round of Regional Evangelism Training Days on May 3, 10 or 17 at 
locations to be determined. From there, you would work with the commission and go out to 
parishes that request practical help in getting their evangelism ministry off the ground and help 
the commission plan future trainings and workshops. Donwload more info here. 
 
Parish Histories 
I’ve compiled on the newSpin blog a list of parishes that have something of their history 
published online. The link, in some instances, is to a history page on the parish website; in other 
instances, the link is to the most recently published parish profile containing the history of the 
parish. If you do not find a link to the history of your parish below, please let me know where I 
might find it. 
 
Events calendar 
Jan. 12: Bishop’s School new semester begins. More info here. 
Jan. 16: Gay men’s reading group hosted by Grace, Allentown. More info here. 
Jan. 17: Diocesan Council, Grace, Kingston, 6:30. 
Jan. 20: Celebrate with Grace, 4:00 p.m. in Allentown. See above and here. 
Jan. 21-23: Trinity Institute, view it online or participate via telecast at Kirkridge and at Zion 
Lutheran Church, Old Zionsville.  
Jan. 25-26: Bishop’s Day with Youth, in NYC, Deadline to register is Dec. 15. More info here.  
Feb. 2: Ordination of deacons, Cathedral, Bethlehem, 11:00 a.m. Rodney Conn, Bernice 
Reichard and Hillary Dowling Raining. 
Feb. 17-19: Clergy retreat, Mary Immaculate Center, Northampton 
March 1: Diocesan Training for Ministry Conference. St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre. See below. 
More info below. 
March 7: God and Human Flourishing, Miroslav Volf, 9:30 to 2:30, at Moravian Seminary. 
March 13: Chrism Mass, Cathedral, 11:00 a.m. 
April 10: Unbinding the Gospel: Real-Life Evangelism, Martha Grace Reese, 9:30 to 2:30, at 
Moravian Seminary. 
April 25-27: Christophany in the Springtime. More info here. 
May 4: St. Matthew Society Sunday. Bishop’s Appreciation Reception. 
May 13: Clergy Day 
May 14: ECW Annual Meeting, Kirby House. 
June 8: Clergy and spouse/guest dinner at St. Mary’s Center, Scranton. 
June 17-20: JrHigh Mission Trip. More info TK. 
July 8-13: EYE 2008. More info here. Application deadline, March 8. 
 
Christophany in the Springtime: New Hope in Christ 
April 25-27, Spruce Lake Retreat Center, Canadensis. A spiritual adventure exploring need and 
gratitude, for DioBeth youth and friends, grades 6-12. Find more info, application form (Deadline 
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March 1) and schedule here. 
 
EYE 2008 
The Episcopal Youth Event (EYE) for youth who will finish 9-12 grade this year will be held 
July 8-13 at Trinity University in San Antonio, Texas. EYE is a celebration of 1500 Episcopal 
youth, adult sponsors and bishops to inspire a deeper faith in Jesus Christ, and a renewed 
commitment to mission and ministry. More info here. Come to the Diocesan Training for 
Ministry day, March 1 at St. Stephen’s Pro-Cathedral in Wilkes-Barre, for a workshop about EYE 
and other national and regional Episcopal youth events. 
 
Trinity Institute 
Trinity Institute, January 21-23, an interfaith dialogue on Religion and Violence: Untangling the 
Roots of Conflict. Presentations by James Carroll, James H. Cone, Susannah Heschel, Tariq 
Ramadan, and Katharine Jefferts Schori. The conference will take place at Trinity Church Wall 
Street, View it online or participate via telecast at Kirkridge and at Zion Lutheran Church, Old 
Zionsville. A local angle: Janet Kolepp and Jenifer Gamber (parishioners at our Cathedral) and 
Barbara Crafton (whose reflections appear almost daily on “Bethlehem of Pa”) have been invited 
to lead five small group discussions between presentations at Trinity Wall Street. 
 
Help the Pennsylvania Council of Churches 
To amplify the faith voice in the public square 
The Pennsylvania Council of Churches is building a network of ecumenical teams throughout 
Pennsylvania to engage in a greater range of planned activities:  legislative visits, letters to the 
editor, op-ed pieces, rallies, events, and other actions. You may join in this effort by visiting the 
Council’s website and providing the requested information.  
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
 
Diocesan Life.January 
Download it here. Find the Calendar and the Cycles of Prayer on page A7. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of the newSpin newsletter: 080107; 080104; 080101; 071228; 071224; 
071218; 071214; 071211, 071207; 071203. 
 
* Bookmark the newSpin Blog on your browser. 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-82M 
0-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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