
070530 newSpin 
News with some Spin 
Edited by Bill Lewellis 
 
*The newSpin Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
June 2 
The Rev. Margaret Merrell 
A Memorial Service for the Rev. Margaret Merrell, a priest of the Diocese of Bethlehem who 
died on April 16, will be held on Saturday, June 2, beginning at 11:00 a.m. at Christ Church, 
Susquehanna. Margaret served as rector of Susquehanna Country Ministry (Christ Church, 
Susquehanna and St. Mark’s, New Milford) from 1979 to the mid ’90s. She was the first woman 
to serve as a rector in the Diocese of Bethlehem. Read more here. 
 
New dean at the Cathedral 
The Rev. Anthony Pompa has been elected rector and dean of the Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem. Tony grew up in Jim Thorpe and was ordained deacon (1991) and priest 
(1992) for the Diocese of Bethlehem. He served as canon for ministries at our Cathedral Church 
of the Nativity, for eight years in the Diocese of Virginia (rector of 
Immanuel Church, Old Church, and on the Bishop's staff as assistant to the bishop for 
congregational development and ministries and deployment officer. Most recently, he has been 
rector of St. Anne’s in Middletown, Delaware. He and his wife, Felicia, have two young children, 
Dillon and Bella. 
 
Priest-in-charge in Tunkhannock 
Bishop Paul has appointed The Rev. Vivian Bennett priest-in-charge of St. Peter's, Tunkhannock. 
Ordained a vocational deacon in the Diocese of Pennsylvania, 1993, and a priest in the Diocese of 
Bethlehem, 2001, Vivian has served as associate priest at St. Peter’s and, most recently, as priest-
in-charge at Prince of Peace, Dallas. She has served also as a teacher in Bishop’s School and a 
member of the Commission on Ministry. 
 
June 7 
Corpus Christi 
Bishop Paul will preside and preach at a regional Corpus Christi Eucharist at Holy Cross, Wilkes-
Barre, 7:00 p.m. 
 
June 20 at the Cathedral 
First Vows of Sister Patricia Michael Hauze 
By the Grace of God, Bishop Paul will receive the First Vows of Sister Patricia Michael Hauze on 
Wednesday, June 20, 7:00 p.m., at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem. Your prayers 
and presence are requested. RSVP: call 610-253-0792 or email parish@trinityeaston.org.  
 
June 27 
Bishop’s Day with Kids 
Register today for the Bishop’s Day with Kids, Narnia – The Lion, the Bishop and the Wardrobe 
to be held Wednesday, June 27 at the Cathedral, Bethlehem. Open to kids, kindergarten to grade 
six. Register by June 8 to get a free Narnia T-Shirt. There will be a bus to the event from the 
north. More info: www.diobethkids.org. And there’s a bulletin insert that may be downloaded 
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here. 
 
“The world is run by the people who show up, and the body of Christ is, as skeptical St. Thomas 
learned a week late, experienced by those who show up.” Read Bishop Paul’s recent note about 
people who show up. 
 
Summer Hours at Diocesan House 
Effective immediately, 8:30 to 4:00, until Labor Day. 
 
To bypass the initial voicemail at Diocesan House 
Use one of the following extensions: *For Bishop Paul, Archdeacon Stringfellow or Linda 
Shifter, 222. *For Barbara Lewis or to leave a general message, 221. *For children’s missioner 
and child advocate Debra Kissinger, 237 – or Rosemary Kleintop, 224. *For financial concerns: 
Cindy Bakos, 223, or Bruce Reiner, 230. *For Canon Jane Teter, 228. *For communication 
minister Bill Lewellis, 229. *For our information technology person Kat Lehman, 235. 
 
To reach the following people on Diocesan House staff, it would be most efficient to call their 
home or cell phones: *For youth missioner Demery Bader-Saye, 610-417-6973 (cell). *For 
stewardship missioner Dan Charney, 610-837-4613 (home). *For missioner for development 
Char Horst, 610-683-8625 (home). 
 
Social Ministries Committee 
[From Bishop Paul] Dr. John Brndjar, priest-in-charge at St. Barnabas in Kutztown, has been 
kind enough to accept the chair of the Social Ministries Committee. He does so in succession to 
Fr. John Major, who gave much dedication and love to the project. Dr. Brndjar can be reached at 
Jbrndjar@aol.com. It is our hope that we can quickly revitalize this committee with new 
members, and I hope those who have concerns for poverty, health advocacy, children's advocacy, 
Jubilee ministry, Appalachian Ministries, and other social concerns, would contact Dr. Brndjar. 
The New Hope campaign will provide the committee with some funds to seed social ministries in 
your parish, and I hope that participation in its work will bring many blessings to NE 
Pennsylvania. 
 
June 29 
The reception of Donald Schaible 
Donald Schaible, a priest of the RC Diocese of Allentown from 1989 to 2003, will be received by 
Bishop Paul as a priest of the Episcopal Church at St. John’s, Palmerton, on June 29, 7:00 p.m. 
Bill Lewellis will preach. He served the Diocese of Allentown at St. Thomas More Church, 
Salisbury Township, and as theology teacher and director of spiritual activities at Marian High 
School, Tamaqua, as theology teacher and assistant principal at Allentown Central Catholic High 
School, as director of spiritual activities and theology teacher at Notre Dame High School, 
Easton, and as theology teacher, vice principal and acting principal at Pius X Jr/Sr High School, 
Bangor. Don, his wife, Sharon, and stepson, Zachary, have been members of St. John’s and they 
reside in Palmerton. 
 
Post-Pentecost poster for your parish 
Jenifer Gamber created a 12” x 18” poster for the season after Pentecost for the 
Cathedral. She has offered to customize it for any parish in the Diocese of Bethlehem. 
View/download the poster here. If you would like a customized poster, e-mail Jenifer. 
You will receive a pdf file in return that you can send to your local printer. 
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Info Tech Roundup 
Kat Lehman, our information technology coordinator, puts together an occasional roundup of IT 
news, bits, tips and stories. Download the latest IT Roundup here. 
 
An Invitation from Mt. Pocono 
[From Canon Ginny Rex Day] As I walk the meditation path, which may also be used for the 
Stations of the Cross, as I pray our Labyrinth, I am mindful of what a treasure we have here in the 
woods at Trinity, Mt. Pocono. And I wonder… surely there are times when others around our 
diocesan community and beyond would be nurtured by such an experience. 
 
 We would like to issue an invitation. These opportunities for your spiritual discipline are 
available to anyone at any time. They are out of doors. There is plenty of parking. But there is no 
lighting so be sure to come during the daylight. Perhaps your vestry makes an annual retreat and 
there are times when you seek something other than what you have always done. This might be a 
place for you to come. Maybe there is a group in your parish or community which is seeking a 
place to step aside for a Quiet Day.  
     
If this strikes a note with you, you might take a look at the Labyrinth Society. If you give our zip 
code - 18344 - in the labyrinth locator, you will see a photo and some details. For more 
information about possibilities, call 570-839-9376 or email trinitychurch@nni.com or 
grexday@msn.com.  
 
NBC saves civilization as we know it 
Friday Night Lights, the outstanding drama about Texas high school football, the people who play 
it, coach it and watch it, has been renewed for a second season. Reruns of the first season will air 
on Sundays at 8 p. m. Critics have praised the show, but it has struggled to find an audience. In its 
previous incarnation, Daily Episcopalian lauded the show to pieces. Frequently. [Posted by Jim 
Naughton, May 26, on Episcopal Café.] 
 
SouthSide  Film Festival 
Screenings at this year’s SouthSide Film Festival (SSFF) on the south side of Bethlehem include 
two documentaries, on the gruesome realities of genocide, particularly in Southern Sudan: Facing 
Sudan and The Devil Came On Horseback. Consult the SSFS web site for dates, venues and much 
more inf. SSFS is a non-competitive, not-for-profit festival that views works of cinema as art, not 
as a commercial enterprise. In only four years, SSFS has screened films from 45 countries and 28 
States.  
 
 
Review of Amazing Grace 
“As I watched Amazing Grace [the film about the British abolitionist movement, focusing on 
William Wilberforce, the man on the Episcopal calendar who led the fight in Parliament to outlaw 
the slave trade in Britain], I thought about my own historical blindness … what I take for granted 
that will shock posterity as the belief in slavery now shocks us. Could it be the idea that it’s ok to 
raise animals purely for the purpose of slaughtering and eating them? Could it be the idea that 
human beings are divided up into nations so that being born on different sides of an artificially 
created border means having vastly different rights and possibilities. Or could it be something so 
deeply imbedded in my own way of seeing I can’t even bring it up here. I wish I had the amazing 
grace to know.” [The conclusion of a review by John Powers. Listen to it here. It’s not yet 
available on DVD.] 
 
Living in slavery in Sudan 
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Some 8,000 people are believed to be living in slavery in Sudan, 200 years after Britain 
banned the Atlantic slave trade and 153 years after it also tried to abolish slavery in 
Sudan. But rows about money mean no-one is doing anything to free them. [Read the 
BBC News story here.] 
 
On the ordination of young adults 
As a person who has served on Commissions on Ministry, and now serves on a Standing 
Committee, the questions and challenges around the ordination of young adults in their mid-
twenties is very alive to me. Since there are fairly few of us my age who came up that way, 
people may have forgotten what it is like. Besides the obvious fact that I have accrued a quarter 
century of pastoral experience while I am still young enough to use it, there is a far more 
important truth about my journey. In the last twenty-five years I have been formed as a priest, for 
sure, but I have also been formed as a person and as a Christian in the Church. The Church that 
formed me was not some rarified, special environment, but was the Church of ordinary parishes 
and missions that struggled with everyday problems of life, meaning, and how to follow Jesus 
every day. These communities understood, at least implicitly, that part of their vocation was to 
aid in the formation of young priests. [Read Formed By the Church, by Andy Gerns here.] 
 
Episcopal Life.August edition 
Millennium Development Goals 
Devoted entirely to the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), the August issue of Episcopal 
Life is a new addition to the annual 11 issue publishing cycle.    
Quantity orders, for further study and reflection, are available for a little as 63¢ when 100 or more 
are ordered shipped to one address. Quantity orders can be placed directly with our printer 
before July 9 at 800/374-9510 or elife@aflwebprinting.com. Order forms and more information 
are available here. 
 
The spiritual cost of poverty 
Movie reviewer John Powers cites Killer of Sheep, a 30-year-old film only recently released, as 
the “best movie made about Los Angeles.” It focuses on one family’s daily existence around 
Watts. The film “shows us profound truths about race, worth and the spiritual cost of poverty.” 
[Listen to the review here.] 
 
June Diocesan Life 
The June edition of Diocesan Life may be downloaded here. 
 
Pray for … 
Calendar and prayer cycles for June.  
 
Parish Newsletters 
Download parish newsletters here. 
 
Are all your parishioners, including newcomers, receiving Diocesan Life? 
All parishioners should be receiving Diocesan Life by snail mail, monthly, at no cost to the 
recipient. The mailing  
list is to be kept current by parish offices. Though hard copy of the current list is sent annually to 
parish offices for wholesale updating – parish offices should have received one during May – 
anyone (parish offices or individuals) may indicate additions, deletions and changes to the list at 
any time by sending those to elife@aflwebprinting.com. In doing this, please indicate that your 
list revisions are for “the Diocesan Life edition of Episcopal Life.” Your changes, if they are few, 
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may be called in to 800-374-9510. Email, however, is preferable. Revisions may be sent also by 
snail mail to: Episcopal Life Circulation Department, PO BOX 2050, Voorhees, NJ 08043-8000. 
Parish offices that would like to receive an electronic list may request an Excel copy of their 
current list from Bill Lewellis. 
 
In the News 
To keep up with Episcopal Church news and how our church is faring in news coverage across 
the country, even around the world, you may find the following resources helpful: (1) Episcopal 
Life Online, where you will find far more than you might think its title suggests, (2) epiScope, a 
look at what the secular media is saying about The Episcopal Church, providing us with the 
capacity to see ourselves as others see us  (3) Episcopal Café, (4) Anglicans Online, The first 
three are updated daily, at times hourly. AnglicansOnline is updated weekly, usually late Sunday 
evenings. 
 
June 2 and 9 
Yard Sale at Grace, Allentown 
Saturdays, June 2 and 9, 7:30 to 3:30. Fifth and Linden, Allentown.  
 
June 16 
Golf with Brigid 
June 16, Cherry Valley Golf Course, Stroudsburg. Download info here. 
 
Who are your delegates? 
Deacon George Loeffler, wearing his diocesan secretary hat, has mailed requests to parishes 
seeking lists of your certified delegates for the October 2007 Diocesan Convention. He has asked 
to receive this information by mid-July. If your parish office has not received this mailing, or if 
you have questions, please contact Deacon George. 
 
Become a world-renowned artist 
You may be interested in this information on the competition to design the annual Anglican 
Communion Christmas Card 2007. If you enter, please note the request to send a copy, rather 
than the original artwork. The deadline for this competition is July 7. 
 
Back issues 
Find recent back editions of this newSpin newsletter: 070524, 070511, 070507, 070503, 070425. 
 
 
*The newSpin Blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin  
  Bookmark it on your browser. 
 
Published four to eight times monthly, the newSpin newsletter is intended especially for clergy, elected or 
appointed members of diocesan commissions or committees, wardens, vestry members anyone who has 
leadership responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added 
to the list. Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 

mailto:blewellis@diobeth.org
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ens/
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/ens/
http://www.episcopalchurch.typepad.com/episcope/
http://episcopalcafe.com/
http://www.anglicansonline.org/news/index.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/04/st_brigids_golf.html
mailto:diaconi@ptd.net
http://www.anglicancommunion.org/acns/articles/42/75/Competition.pdf
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/05/newspin_070524.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/05/newspin_070511.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/05/newspin_070507.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/05/newspin_070503.html
http://diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin/2007/04/newspin_070425.html
http://www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin
mailto:blewellis@diobeth.org
mailto:blewellis@diobeth.org

	070530 newSpin

