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THE DIOBETH YOUTH MISSION TEAM 

St. Stephen’s School in Whitehall 
has been an early-childhood 
mission and community outreach 
program of St. Stephen’s Church 
for 31 years. Current enrollment 
is 240 children in five programs 
(three year olds, four year olds, 
pre-kindergarten, junior kinder- 
garten and kindergarten). School 
administrator JoAnn Fedor stands 
near a collage of 18 classes. 
For information about tuition 
and other aspects of the program, 
please call 610-435-4260. 

BISHOP PAUL WITH CHILDREN AT ST. STEPHEN’S SCHOOL 

On March 24, the DioBeth Youth Mis-
sion Team shared their first adventure to-
gether, traveling back in time to the late 19th 
century at the Old Mill Village Museum in 
New Milford, PA. 

The team of 18 senior high youth and 
five adults from the Diocese of Bethlehem, 
who will travel to New Orleans in July to 
assist in Hurricane Katrina rebuilding ef-
forts, was invited to Old Mill Village as a 
working warm up. 

Damaged severely in the devastating 
floods which ravaged the Endless Moun-
tains of Northeastern PA last summer, the 
Old Mill Village is a living, working mu-
seum which seeks to preserve the rich heri-
tage of the region. 

Father Charles Cesaretti of St. Paul’s 
Church in Montrose, supportive of the mis-
sion trip to New Orleans, invited the team 
to come and assist with damage from floods 
closer to home. The team was glad for the 
opportunity to help, and to spend time to-

The DioBeth Youth Mission Team: Back row (left to right): Hank Radcliffe (St. John’s/ 
Good Shepherd, Milford), Nicky Keklak (St. Mark’s, New Milford), Jensen Appleman 
(Trinity, Easton), Katie Kolepp (Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem), Sophie 
Neumann (Trinity, Bethlehem), Torrey Salmon (Trinity, Mt. Pocono), Vanessa Segaline 
(Trinity, Bethlehem), Matt Vernon (Cathedral, Bethlehem). Front row (left to right): 
Kimberly Rowles (Christ Church, Reading), Sarah Tax (Trinity, Bethlehem), The Rev. 
Demery Bader-Saye (Diocesan Youth Missioner), Brittany Radcliffe (St. John’s/Good 
Shepherd, Milford).  Members of the Team (not pictured):  Scott Bader-Saye (Peacemeal 
Community, Scranton), Joan Lewis, Heather Lewis, Lindsay Hoolehan, Brian Gordon 
and Alyssa Montgomery (all of Cathedral, Bethlehem), Kelly Fowler and Ellen Jurggens 
(friends of DioBeth), Joanna Majczan (Trinity, Bethlehem), Corey Mars (Christ Church, 
Stroudsburg), and Rachel Salmon (Trinity, Mt. Pocono) 

gether in a work setting as preparation for 
our trip. The day was beneficial for all. 

It was evident, by the end of an after-
noon of work, that the team works well to-
gether. Old Mill Village volunteer coordi-
nators had planned for the group to clean 
three buildings but the group blazed through 
six, including the one room schoolhouse, 
the candlemaker’s shop and the barber shop 
building. 

We are grateful to St. Paul’s, Montrose 
and St. Mark’s, New Milford, who pro-
vided lunch for the mission team. 

To learn more about the Old Mill Vil-
lage Museum, which will re-open for the 
2007 season, visit OldMillVillage.com. 

To locate St. Paul’s in Montrose, or St. 
Mark’s in New Milford, visit DioBeth.org 
and click on Parishes (North). 

To learn more about supporting the Di-
ocesan Youth Mission Trip to New Orleans, 
visit the DioBeth Youth Ministries website, 
lifeistasty.org. 

On the Wednesday before Easter, 410 fami-
lies visited St. Paul’s, Montrose, to receive a 
packet of foodstuffs for a full Easter Dinner. 
St. Paul’s, in partnership with the area Minis-
try of Christian Service, joined with the other 
churches and service agencies in Montrose 
to provide the dinner packets to 550 families 
in need in Susquehanna County. 

St. Mark’s, New Milford, and Christ Church, 
Susquehanna, joined St. Paul’s in raising over 
$7,000 for the annual project.  “We are proud 
that the people of St. Mark’s were able to con-
tribute, enabling our neighbors to share in the 
celebration of Easter,” reports Wendy Keklak, 
junior warden of the New Milford parish. 

The project served those individuals and 
families listed with the county agencies and 
eligible for a dinner basket that included a 
five-pound ham, vegetables, potatoes/macaroni 
and cheese, canned fruit, bread, and holiday 
candies. The 410 baskets were distributed on 

EASTER DINNERS FOR 550 SUSQUEHANNA COUNTY FAMILIES 

Women of St. Paul’s, Montrose, prepare Easter Dinner packets for 550 needy families 
in Susquehanna County. The parish led efforts to raise $7,000 from across the county 
to support the annual event. 

Wednesday, April 4, with 140 distributed the 
next day at the local Food Bank.  Area school 
students collected canned vegetables and 
fruit, as well as boxes of macaroni and cheese. 

St. Paul’s took the lead in reaching out to 
county churches, service and community or-
ganizations, and individuals to raise the more 
than $7,000 needed to purchase hams, bread, 
and other items to provide a full Easter meal. 
Volunteers from the Montrose churches 
assembled at St. Paul’s, and prepared the meal 
packages, and distributed them on April 4, in 
time for the holiday weekend. 

“I agree with the observation of our Presiding 
Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori in her Easter 
Message to us that ‘A new heart of flesh is 
growing in countless places across this 
Church,’” opined Rachel Warriner Barton, 
senior warden of St. Paul’s. “I hope that St. 
Paul’s is just one of those places that prove 
her correct.  We are working to make it so.” 

BISHOP PAUL ORDAINS TWO MEN TO SACRED ORDER OF DEACONS 

Bishop Paul ordained James Thibodeaux (left) and Steven Ling to the sacred order of 
deacons on March 25 at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem. Thibodeaux, 
of St. Gabriel’s, Douglassville, born and raised in California, joined the Episcopal 
Church and found his spiritual home in the Diocese of Bethlehem in 2002. He and his wife, 
Annaka, reside at General Theological Seminary in New York City where he will complete 
his studies this spring. Ling, of Grace Episcopal Church, Kingston, is in his final semester 
at the Yale Divinity School in Connecticut where he and his wife, Thea, reside. A former 
museum director and a historic site administrator with the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission, he has degrees from Albion College and Michigan State University. 


