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‘Be afraid, be very afraid,’ they told me 
TEACHING IN AN ALTERNATIVE SETTING  BY ED ERB 

They’ve been studying evolution and 
they have questions. The real question in 
these young minds was, Where do I fit in? 

They wanted me to tell them why I 
thought there was a God, how could God 
create the universe, how could I believe 
the Bible, what did the dinosaurs have to 
do with it. 

I may have blown their minds when I 
chided myself for not bringing a photo of 
the T-Rex footprint I saw in New Mexico 
a few summers ago. 

 Little boys and girls in maturing bodies, 
but still these are little children at heart. 
Searching, struggling, wondering about 

their place in life, hurting in many ways. 
Placed in this alternative school because 
... simply because they are lost and 
searching and have made wrong choices. 

 I was invited into this classroom against all 
strictures of separation of church and state. 
Their parental types were forewarned. 
Some opted out of the discussion with this 
minister-guy, but I have a hunch, some of 
them will be in the next session. 

They had been discussing the beginnings of 
the universe, the Big Bang and other theories, 
when their teacher approached me: They 
have a lot a questions. Some of them have 
some church background, and they want to 
know about how God and Genesis fit in. 

A room with 18 “problem” teenagers. 
Be afraid, be very afraid, I am told. They 
may swear at you. “That’s OK. I may 
swear back.” The director was not 
amused, but she soon realized that I was 
open to most anything. “Any question is 
fair game,” I said when introducing myself 
to the room. “All I ask is that we respect 
each other.” 

So many questions. Not only about 
science and religion. More about the 
meaning of my own life. Why am I here? 
Why is this preacher guy talking to me about 
the big Question Mark some call God. 
I don’t believe in God. I do believe in a 
Big Question Mark! My life is filled with 
a lot of question marks, though I’m not 
about to admit it. 

These are little children who are 
searching for their own meaning, and the 
meaning they have in the universe which 
that “Big ?” created. No one slept through 
the hour. Every head was brimming with 
excitement. 

Here was a minister who was interested 
in my questions. Someone who wanted to 
respect me and gave fair answers. Hands 
raised. Questions asked, some answered, 
some deferred to the next time. But here 
are minds enlivened with possibilities. The 
questions you have are what matter. The 
answers may – or may not. What is 
important is that you ask. 

Life is about struggle. That’s where we 
started. That’s where we ended. The 
struggle which science gives to understand. 
The struggle which religion gives to have 
meaning. 

The first question I asked was, “Deep 
down, what is the basic animal instinct?” 
To survive. We talked about the reptilian 
brain stem. Evolve from that into a being 

Last year I had walked into this 
small brick building, up the narrow 
hallway to visit a parishioner who 
teaches here, to drop off something. 
As I walked past classroom 
doorways, students saw this guy in 
a black shirt and collar and wanted 
to know if they could ask him 
questions. Completing  the red-tape 
demands took a year, but I was 
invited to enter these halls as a 
“guest-lecturer.” 

Talk to them about Creation and 
Evolution. That was the pretense of 
this entry into an alternative school. 

The Rev. Edward K. Erb 

with two full brain lobes. 
“What is the greatest and most basic 

human desire?” You might imagine the 
answers to that question from raging- 
hormone teenagers. But when we got down 
to it, we agreed that it was to find meaning. 
Science seeks to provide understanding of 
what we can observe. Religion seeks to 
provide meaning in that which we can not 
see and touch, but can only feel within 
ourselves. 

These are kids who are trying to find 
meaning – and to understand. They are 
troubled. They are troubled in that they are 
searching for meaning. I applaud them for 
being in this place for they have had the 
courage to fight – to struggle, to wrestle – 
with who they are, who the world is, and 
even who God is. 

It is not easy. Some of them will fail. I 
saw the opening of eyes, however, and 
minds and voices able to open up to the 
possibility of asking the questions. 

This was a wonderful experience. There 
is a spiritual quest in these youth who have 
pushed against themselves, their families, 
their schools, and against the legalities of 
our society. I am overjoyed to say that I 
have been scheduled for an every-other- 
week exchange (interestingly enough, 
alternating with the drug & alcohol 
rehabilitation officer). 

And there was evening and there was 
morning, the eighth day; and God saw that 
it was good. There is hope in the world! I 
can’t wait for two weeks to pass, when I 
go back into my alternative classroom. 
The Rev. Edward K. Erb is rector of St. John’s 
Church, Hamlin, and a member of the Commis-
sion of Ministry and the Liturgy and Music 
Commission of the Diocese of Bethlehem. 

Three examination questions 
that became the Apostles’ Creed 

LIVING A BAPTIZED LIFE: THREE QUESTIONS/FIVE PROMISES  BY ANNE KITCH 

The Covenant itself consists of two sec-
tions. The first is a recitation of the Apostles’ 
Creed, put into question and answer form. The 
second part consists of five promises which 
are intended to help us live a Christian life. 

The Apostles’ Creed developed out of 

early baptismal rites. (In current practice it is 
usually said at Morning or Evening Prayer, 
BCP 58 and other places. It is quite similar to 
the Nicene Creed that we say every Sunday). 

In the early Church, new converts to the 
Christian faith were asked to “confess the 

faith.” This was not confession as we may 
usually think of it – as in confessing our 
sins – but was rather a positive statement 
of belief, as in confessing your love for 
someone. To confess the faith is to say out 
loud what is in your heart: your love of 
and desire for God. In particular, new con-
verts of the early church were asked to state 
publicly the basis of their belief. 

As the baptismal candidates (mostly adult 
converts) were brought to the water, they were 
examined on articles of the faith. They were 
asked three questions: Do you believe in God 
the Father?  Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? Soon, these 
questions and answers developed into the 
Apostles’ Creed as we know it: a summary of 
the basic tenets of the Christian faith. 

As the baptismal rite became formulized, 
a recitation of the Apostles’ Creed during a 
baptismal service replaced the examination. 
Canon for Christian Formation Anne E. Kitch 
of our Cathedral is a member of the Standing 
Committee and the Liturgy and Music Commis-
sion of the Diocese of Bethlehem. This is the 
first of a series on Living a Baptized Life. 

Whenever we hold baptisms during 
the Sunday celebration of the Eucharist, 
the entire congregation is asked to 
remember their own baptisms and to 
renew the promises that they made or 
were made on their behalf. We do this 
through the Baptismal Covenant (BCP, 
304). A covenant is a sacred agreement 
that is binding. The Baptismal Covenant 
represents the bond between us (the 
baptized), and God. 

Visit morehouse.org 
and search for Kitch 
to find information 

about Taking the Plunge: 
Baptism and Parenting, 

a new book, 
and other books 

by Canon Anne Kitch. 
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