
It is right and a good and joyful thing 
always and  everywhere to give thanks. ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE  BY BISHOP PAUL V. MARSHALL 
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We will do something unique 

Bishop Paul Marshall 

What we are going to do is 
unique: a capital campaign 
for somebody else. “The 
Diocese,” in the institutional 
sense, is not the beneficiary 
of this effort. That by itself 
will set this effort apart. 

The feasibility study commissioned 
by Diocesan Council and begun at our 
convention last October was reported 
to Council at its February meeting 
and acted upon in the March meet-
ing. We were seeking to learn what 
we could reasonably hope to accom-
plish in three areas: planting new 
churches in the diocese, care of the 
needy at home, and response to the 
requests of our partner diocese of 
Kajo-Keji in southern Sudan. 

The firm that undertook the study 
has been in business for more than 
sixty years, and reported that without 
parallel in their experience our diocese 
has amazingly high awareness of our 
mission and very high commitment 
to it. Hearing that was a great gift to 
me and to the members of Council. 

The priorities that members of the 
diocese are committed to are Kajo 
Keji (very high) and new ministries 
to the needy (high). There is not very 
much support for funds to plant new 
churches. The consultants found that 
$3.6 million is an attainable goal for us. 

On March 8, Council accordingly 
determined to begin a campaign to 
raise that sum. The intention is to 
devote 75% of the money raised for 
Sudan, and 25% for new ministries 
to the needy at home. Council has 
engaged Kirby-Smith of Lancaster 
County to assist us in the effort. They 
have done very good work for a num-
ber of our parishes, most recently in 

I have been waiting two years 
to make this announcement, and 
some of you have been waiting 
nearly that long to hear it. 

Lebanon and Douglassville. 
It is a great joy to announce to you 

that Mr. Charles Barebo has enthu-
siastically accepted my invitation to 
lead this effort. Charlie is a powerful 
lay witness to Jesus Christ and 
understands what the word mission 
means. 

What we are going to do is unique: 
a capital campaign for somebody 
else. “The Diocese” in the institu-
tional sense is not the beneficiary of 
this effort. That by itself will set this 
effort apart. 

“The Diocese” in the sense that the 
word means you and me stands to 
benefit tremendously from the expe-
rience of working together selflessly 
for God’s poor. The materially “least” 
of Jesus’ brothers and sisters provide 
us the experience of his love for them. 

Our doing this together provides 
us personal transformation as we 

increase our practice of creative com-
passion. It provides us corporate 
transformation as we intensify our 
commitment to that which is above 
other issues on which a wide variety 
of opinion exists, namely our 
commitment to being Christ’s body 
in the world. 

As you read this, a steering com-
mittee is being organized to lead us 
into action. You will be hearing from 
them directly. In the meantime I ask 
for your prayers for this mission as it 
takes shape. 

Would it not be a marvelous witness 
to the presence of the resurrected Jesus 
if every member of our community 
joined in reaching in his name to those 
who have the least and need the most? 

I am grateful to all who have 
worked to bring us to this moment. 
Now our adventure begins in Jesus’ 
name. 



April 2007April 2007April 2007April 2007April 2007             diocesan            diocesan            diocesan            diocesan            diocesanlifelifelifelifelife         A3A3A3A3A3 

www.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.org        www.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.orgwww.diobeth.org Live God’s love: tell what you have seen and heardLive God’s love: tell what you have seen and heardLive God’s love: tell what you have seen and heardLive God’s love: tell what you have seen and heardLive God’s love: tell what you have seen and heard 

My forever altered outlook on this world 
Our trip to Kajo Keji was a life changing 
event. It has deepened my faith and 
forever altered my outlook on this 
world and the next. I added many new 
friends in the Sudan and developed 
close ties to all the members of our mission 
team. It was an honor to represent you, 
my brothers and sisters in the Diocese 
of Bethlehem. My sincere thanks go out 
to our Bishop and the World Mission 
Committee for the wonderful opportunity. 

REFLECTIONS ON A MISSION TRIP  BY CHARLIE BAREBO 

The primary questions I have been 
asked since our return are, “What is it like 
in Kajo Keji? Where is Kajo Keji?” 

Kajo Keji, in southernmost Sudan, is 
7,000 miles from us. Sudan is bordered 
by Egypt to the north, Chad to the west, 
Rwanda to the southwest, Uganda to the 
southeast and Ethiopia and the Red Sea 
to the east. 

The Diocesan Center is a 40-minute 
ride – or three miles – from the border 
town of Moyo, Uganda. Kajo Keji County 
is roughly one-third the geographical size 
of the Diocese of Bethlehem. Some 
220,000 of its 270,000 are Episcopalians. 

The technology these Episcopalians 
live with is like that in Christ’s time. There 
are no paved or improved roads, no elec-
tricity, and no running water or sewage 
or septic systems. All supplies, banking, 
postal system, etc. are sourced in a nearby 
Ugandan border town. There are no paved 
roads connecting any of the towns of the 
New Sudan. There is no telephone, cell 
phone, radio or e-mail. We saw only four 
cars, fifteen motorcycles and maybe 50 
bicycles in the week we were there. 

The people cook over wooden fires, 
propping up pans on stones. They hand 
pump water from artesian wells and carry 
the water in five-gallon jerry cans for up 
to five miles to their homes. Without ra-
dio, TV or Play Station 3, evenings are 

spent outside, telling stories, discussing 
the future or talking about their faith. 

They live in mud huts with grass ceil-
ings called tukels, which cost only $300 
to build. Their diet consists mainly of 
starches such as sweet potatoes, cassava 
root, rice and potatoes. Every tukel has 
chickens and goats. 

The culture is based on subsistence ag-
riculture. Everyone farms just enough to 
survive. There are no refrigerators, or 
roads to take excess crops to market. 
Priests, teachers, the Bishop, and even the 
County Commissioner must farm to eat. 

Beef is a luxury set aside for feasts. Al-
though the Nile is only three miles away, 
90% of the people have never seen it or 
eaten fish. 

Twenty percent of the people have a pair 
of shoes while the rest go barefoot or wear 
flip flops. The average person wears what 
would qualify as rags in our country. They 
have no material wealth. 

 Egypt and Britain ruled the Sudan un-
til 1957. The people tend to speak very 
good, though heavily accented, English. 
There is a great emphasis on education and 
the church. Most children attend primary 
school. 

There is no economy as we know it. 
They use Ugandan currency, and the bar-
ter system is the most common form of 
trade. Without an economy, there has been 
a significant flight of intellectual capital. 
There is a large Sudanese diaspora with a 
goodly number here in the USA. Educa-
tion without rebuilding the economy is at 
best a two-legged stool. 

In late 2005, a truce was brokered to 
end the 50-year civil war. The Moslem 
Arabs from the North have waged a war 
of genocide against the black Christian 
Africans from the South. They dropped 
$1,000 bombs out of Soviet made 
bombers on $300 grass & mud huts. 
They bombed schools and clearly 
marked hospitals. They indiscriminately 
dropped “butterfly mines,” plastic mines 
undetectable with a metal detector, on 
population centers, roads, farms and even 
in the Nile. During our trip, Jo Trepagnier 
and I inadvertently found ourselves in the 
middle of a mine field while looking for 
an oxen team that had been donated by 
our diocese. 

 These people are on the front lines of 
protecting our faith. They have been sys-
tematically destroyed because of their be-
lief in Christ. They are evangelizing the 
animist believers and the Moslems. Their 

protection is the Holy Spirit, their faith 
and 14,000 United Nations peacekeepers. 
Because Kajo Keji is far from the oil 
fields and in the southernmost part of the 
New Sudan, our friends there are confi-
dent the peace will hold. 

The governance reminds me of the 12th 
century. The secular government main-
tains a military, but all other services are 
provided by the church, including educa-
tion, food relief, vocational training and 
basic health care.  Yet priests and teachers 
are fortunate if they earn two dollars per 
week. Care for orphans and the mentally 
ill is the sole domain of the church. The 
United Nations and a few non-governmen-
tal organizations provide some relief. 

A meningitis outbreak occurred during 
our visit. The government sent out bicycle 
couriers to post notices and the army quar-
antined the area. We had to cancel two of 
our visits. The outbreak has spread to two 
neighboring counties. Hundreds have died, 
thousands have been infected. 

The people are of the Kuku tribe, a fun- 
loving, friendly and gregarious people. 
They love to celebrate and dance. They 
believe the Lord has saved them from the 
war. They wear their faith on their sleeves. 
They pray often and earnestly. They have 
changed my prayer life forever. Never 
again will I be reticent about my faith or 
afraid to say grace publicly. 

We were walking in the land of the leper, 
the blind, the sick (mentally and physi-
cally), the starving:  the land of the faith-
ful. Several Bible passages where played 
out before my very eyes. 

A poor aged blind woman was walking 
herself home. No white cane, no dog, no 
little boy to guide her. I was overcome with 
compassion and gave her $50, then turned 
and was surrounded by those needing 
money for eyeglasses and medicine. I gave 
all the money I had with me. It brought to 
mind the story of how the cripple was 
lowered down through the roof to Christ 
for healing. I am nowhere near Christ and 
could not heal, but I could help. We can 
help! 

I gave my last $100 to Bishop Ma-
nasseh to help those who needed it the 

Charlie Barebo 

most. He blessed me with tears in his eyes. 
Yet I felt no fear being 7,000 miles from 
home with not a cent in my pockets. 

On our next to last day there was no 
meat for supper. Yet, like the feeding of 
the multitudes, a meat stew was served. 
One of the young men had killed six large 
desert rats. Digestion was more difficult 
than consumption. 

Lastly, the parable of the Widow’s mite 
was relived at every visit we made. We 
were given a chicken or two and eggs at 
each visit. It brought tears to my eyes. My 
selfishness and their ability to give every-
thing when they were hungry and had noth-
ing were overwhelming! 

I look forward to working more closely 
with Bishop Paul, the World Mission 
Committee and all of you to provide help 
to our Sudanese brothers and sisters. In 
the Bari language, “Ti Ngun Boroji Ta!” 
and in English, Praise the Lord! 
Charlie Barebo, CEO of Otterbine Barebo Inc., 
is chair of our capital campaign to provide New 
Hope to Kajo Keji and the needy of Pennsylvania. 
Four missioners from the Diocese of Bethlehem 
– Randall Fegley, Jo Trepagnier, Archdeacon 
Howard Stringfellow and Charles Barebo -- 
returned in January from a 15,000-mile journey 
to our sisters and brothers in the Diocese of 
Kajo-Keji. They visited six schools, an orphan-
age, a displacement camp, the site of the pro-
posed center of the diocese which will house the 
cathedral, the Bible College, the bishop’s house, 
an agricultural center and a primary and sec-
ondary school. They met with local officials and 
clergy, teachers, representatives of the Moth-
ers’ Union and heard them talk about their 
priorities and dreams. 

On our next to last day there was no meat for 
supper. Yet, like the feeding of the multitudes, 
a meat stew was served. One of the young 
men had killed six large desert rats. Digestion 
was more difficult than consumption. 
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