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Manasseh Binyi Dawidi was born to the late 
Dawidi Banga Sorokoji and Roda Kiden Tongu, 
followers of the traditional Kuku beliefs of Kajo 
Keji. Around the time he was sixteen years old, his 
father became the first of their family to become a 
Christian. Manasseh followed in 1952 and his 
mother shortly thereafter. He attended primary 
school in Pomuju, not far from the border with 
Uganda. A blackboard still stands where he learned 
in the shade of a gigantic, intertwined mass of mango 
trees. Young Manasseh was there when civil war 
broke out in late 1955 and when Sudan became 
independent on January 1, 1956. 

In 1958 he attended the Vernacular Teacher Train-
ing College, an odd name since all classes were 
conducted in English. By 1963, he joined Bishop 
Gwynne Theological College. When the college 
was destroyed by Arab soldiers in 1965, he and his 
fellow students ran into the bush and walked 350 
miles to Uganda. A year later he was sent to St. 
Paul’s United Theological College in Limuru, 
Kenya. Manasseh was ordained deacon in Uganda 
on December 21, 1967. After two years’ work with 
refugees in Uganda, he became a priest on Decem-
ber 7, 1969. His understanding of refugees as both 
“insider” and caregiver, proved to be one of his 
many strengths. He continued in refugee ministries 
until July 1973 when he returned to the Sudan, fol-
lowing the Addis Ababa Accords which brought a 
break in Sudan’s civil war until 1983. 

Manasseh became a tutor in a theological col-
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lege (1974-78), then Provost of All Saints Cathe-
dral in Juba (1979-84). Consecrated Assistant 
Bishop on November 1, 1984, he worked with Arch-
bishop Elianana and then Archbishop Benjamina 
until 1989. In September 1989 he was elected first 
Bishop of the Diocese of Kajo Keji which was 
created from the Diocese of Yei during the second 
phase of the war. 

One of the great pursuits of his later years in 
office was the forging of ties with the Diocese of 
Bethlehem. Encouraged by the Rev. Michael Kiju 
Paul’s 1999 stay in our diocese, World Mission 
Committee members Connie Fegley and Dane 
Bragg visited him in exile in northern Uganda in 
March 2000. During his visit to Pennsylvania in 
2001, he participated in Share the Bread and con-
cluded the formal companion relationship agree-
ment. Our 2002 mission trip to Sudan further fleshed 
out our relationship, which seems to go from 
strength to strength. 

However, the task of bishop in a diocese born of 
war has not been easy. His flock is truly scattered 
and much has been lost, denied or delayed. Romogi, 
the center of Anglican Christianity in Kajo Keji 
County is in ruins. The Canon Benaiah Poggo Me-
morial College is just returning from exile in 
Uganda. Kajo Keji’s cathedral remains to be built. 
Returning refugees have strained basic necessities. 
In the summer of 2004 it was Bishop Manasseh 
who appealed to the international community and 
the Kuku in the Diaspora for assistance to offset 
the serious drought and crop failure that ravaged 
the people of Kajo Keji. Through all of this, his 
fame as a man of deep spirituality grew, despite 
often failing health. 

In his well-deserved retirement, Bishop 
Manasseh hopes to spent time with his family. He 
and his wife, “Mama” Christina, have nine chil-
dren, six daughters and three sons. All have com-
pleted secondary school. Their eldest daughter, 
Alice lives in Canada, with her husband Samuel 
and five children. But undoubtedly, he will never 
be far from the Church, which will continue to need 
his wise counsel. He steps down at a time when his 
diocese has formed significant bonds within the 
Anglican Communion, as it is finally able to estab-
lish itself in its homeland. Like Moses, he has led 
his people through the wilderness. 
Professor of history and political science at Penn State’s 
Berks Campus and a member of our World Mission commit-
tee, Dr. Randall Fegley is one of five diocesan representatives 
who will visit  Kajo Keji in January. Dr. Fegley has been a 
leader in our diocesan initiative with the people of our 
partnership diocese of Kajo Keji in the Episcopal Church of 
the Sudan. 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH KAJO KEJI 

Bishop Paul and Bishop Manasseh dedicate foundation stone for 
theological college during Bishop Paul’s mission visit to Kajo Kejji 
in January 2005. 

Bishop Manasseh at St. James parish for refugees in Kampala, 
Uganda, July 2002 

Bishop Manasseh at Diocesan House, Bethlehem, 2001 

Bishop Manasseh Binyi Dawidi of Kajo Keji in southern Sudan 

Father Ben Lentz retires, 16 years in Sayre 
The Church of the Redeemer held a retirement celebration on 
January 21 for the Rev. Benjamin Lee Lentz. Ordained for 30 
years, Father Lentz had been rector in Sayre for the past 16 years. 

More than 100 member of the Redeemer family came to wish 
Father Lentz and his family (Andrea and Theo) best wishes in 
starting the next phase of their lives. 

Offering best wishes and stories were the Rev. Mary Kisner, 
Gretchen Rentschler, the Rev. Hazel Hunt and Rebecca Fiorello. 

Father Lentz was presented with a retirement gift from friends 
and parish members. 

“You are a splendid colleague, a team player, and one who 
has always had the welfare of the most vulnerable at heart,” 
Bishop Paul wrote to Father Lentz. “You have been willing to 
take risks for the sake of Christ’s little ones, and that is what Sayre will, I think, most 
remember you for. Additionally, your ability to build bridges with members of other faiths 
is simply phenomenal, and to my knowledge unparalleled in our area.” 

For more information and a photo, visit our diocesan blog. 

A Charitable Gift Annuity: A gift that gives back 
Planning a gift to one’s parish is a personal 
expression of faith and support. Sometimes 
our individual financial situations, however, 
can hinder our best intentions. 

This is why many parishioners who want 
to act generously but also need income for 
themselves have been delighted to be able 
to give through a charitable gift annuity, an 
irrevocable gift to your parish in exchange 
for guaranteed payments to you and/or an-
other person for life. 

The fixed payment amount is based on your 
age at the time of the gift, and will never vary or 
cease in your lifetime. In fact, the older the 
donor, the larger the rate of the income payment! 

In addition to receiving an immediate 
income tax deduction for making the gift, 
a portion of each income payment is tax- 
free, thus effectively increasing your rate 
of return. 

After death, the remaining balance of your 
gift will be transferred to your parish to be 
used as you direct. 

To find out more about charitable gift 
annuities or other gift options, and to obtain 
an illustration of how this gift plan can 
benefit both you and your parish, please 
contact Char Horst, diocesan missioner for 
development, at chorst@diobeth.org or 
610.683.8625. 

Our diocesan blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 


