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An invitation to the Chrism Mass from Bishop Paul 
On Thursday, March 29, at 11 a.m., at the Cathedral of the Nativity, we will have our annual 
celebration of the "Chrism mass." Rectors (or senior wardens where there no rector) are asked to 
let Linda Shifter know how many people are coming from each parish, so that we may offer lunch 
to all. 
 
Why would you want to come to this liturgy? Historically this is a "clergy only" event, and one of 
my first tinkerings upon coming to serve here was to make it an event for all: we all have an 
investment in this service. Several things happen.  
 
In order, the first is the renewal of ordination vows--an ideal time for each of us to affirm those 
priests and deacons who week-in and week- out provide moments of affirmation and strength for 
each of us. The second is the blessing of the oil of the sick used throughout the diocese--all who 
have part in the visitation of the sick and ministries of healing are especially invited to attend.  
Finally, after the eucharist we bless the chrism--the "oil of gladness" that signifies our life in the 
Holy Spirit, oil that is especially used in baptism and confirmation. 
 
I hope you are able to be with us for this purposeful moment in our Lenten tune-up. 
 
Faithfully, 
+Paul 
 
Ordination of Deacons 
Sunday, March 25 (7:00 pm) at the Cathedral Church of the Nativity. James Thibodeaux (St. 
Gabriel’s, Douglassville) and Steven Ling (Grace Church, Kingston). 
 
A Triduum and Workshop invitation from Father Patrick Malloy 
Last year, Fr. Peter Pearson brought a delegation from his parish, St. Philip's, New Hope, to 
Grace Church for our celebration of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil.  They 
did not have the custom of celebrating the Triduum in the parish, and he thought that by giving 
some members an experience of the services, the parish would come to believe that all the work it 
takes to celebrate these services would be worth it.  This year, St. Philip's will celebrate the 
Triduum.  One of the members has since become the liturgical musician in another parish, and he 
has contacted us for all of our materials so he can introduce the celebration of the complete 
Triduum in his new parish. 
 
I have heard from some members of our own Diocese that they are where St. Philip's was last 
year.  As much as they would like to celebrate the Triduum as it is prescribed in the Prayer Book, 
it is not "on the radar screen" of most members of the parish.  Others have said that they cannot 
imagine that the benefits would outweigh the effort necessary to pull these services together.  The 
Vestry of Grace Church, therefore, would like to invite the members of the Diocese who do not 
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celebrate the Triduum in their home parishes but would like to, to join us.  The services on 
Thursday and Friday will be at 7:30, and the Saturday evening Easter Vigil will be at 8:00. 
 
The following Thursday evening, April 12, we will hold a workshop from 6:00 - 9:00 on "taking 
it home." We will need to know how many will be coming for the workshop, so can you please 
RSVP if you plan to attend?  I would also be happy to provide additional information. Thanks. 
[Patrick Malloy] 
 
Pray for … 
March 11: Church of the Redeemer, Sayre. James Nobles, senior warden. The Rev. Hazel Hunt, 
deacon. March 18: Calvary Church, Tamaqua. Suzanne Shapcott, senior warden. The Rev. Rob 
Gildersleeve. March  25: St. James/St. George Church, Jermyn. Janice Black, senior warden. The 
Rev. John R. Gamble, priest-in-charge. 
 
Pray for Rowan, Archbishop of Canterbury; Katharine, our Presiding Bishop; Andrew, Primate of 
the Anglican Church of Canada; and Paul, Bishop of Bethlehem. Pray for the House of Bishops 
as it prepares to meet in Texas, March 16-21. 
 
Hearts strangely warmed at St. Stephen’s, Wilkes-Barre 
The day after the Episcopal Church commemorated the lives of John and Charles Wesley, St. 
Stephen’s Pro-cathedral celebrated the new Interim Shared Eucharist Agreement with the 
Methodist Church.  The Rev’d Debra A. Hepburn, Lehigh County Conference of Churches 
Ecumenical Director and a Methodist Minister, challenged the Wilkes-Barre congregation to “live 
beyond hope and answer the call of the resurrection and be ‘Easter People.’”  Lent “is a time for 
preparing to live each day beyond hope,” proclaimed Hepburn.  And what does living beyond 
hope mean?  It means “to move along from pondering to action.  It is not to wish that the hungry 
are fed, it is to give them bread.”  Ordinarily Episcopalian are quiet and reserved during the 
sermon, but surprisingly Hepburn’s preaching was punctuated with laughter and Amens from the 
congregation, which Hepburn admitted “through her off a little.”  She concluded her stirring 
sermon by encouraging the people to “live in the Third Day wherein lies the power of God 
forever.” 
 
During the Communion Pastor Hepburn concelebrated with Fr. Vincent Liddle and Fr. Daniel 
Gunn.  Following the service Pastor Hepburn greeted the congregation and fielded questions 
about her own faith as an African-American Methodist minister.  The congregation 
overwhelmingly agreed that she should return to preach and discuss her faith.  Pastor Hepburn is 
available to other churches as well and can be reached at the Lehigh County Conference of 
Churches. [Thanks to St. Stephen’s rector, The Rev'd Daniel C. Gunn, for this story.] 
 
Diocesan Life.March 
The March edition of Diocesan Life is available here.
 
Hospitality at St. Luke’s, Scranton 
[From Daily Episcopalian, the blog of Jim Naughton, former NYTimes and Washington Post reporter who 
serves now as director of communications for the Diocese of Washington.] My thanks to the Rev. Peter 
D'Angio and the people at St. Luke's in Scranton who welcomed me to their 5 p. m. service on 
Saturday evening. They know how to make a newcomer feel at home. Father Peter, who is new to 
the parish, greeted me near the door when I arrived, and two members of the congregation 
engaged me in conversation after the service. Were I not an out-of-town visitor, I don't doubt that 
I'd be receiving a follow-up phone call this week. I look forward to going back there again, the 
next time I visit my folks. [Posted by Jim Naughton on March 4, 2007] 
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Lenten Quiet Day on March 10
At St. Joseph’s, Pen Argyl and St. Mary’s, Wind Gap. Led by Sister Patricia Michael Hauze and 
Kathy DeVito. 
 
Walk a Mile in Their Shoes Walk-a-Thon 
Children’s Ministries of the Diocese of Bethlehem will sponsor an April 21 Walk a Mile in Their 
Shoes Walk-a-Thon to benefit four Child Advocacy Centers of northeastern Pennsylvania.  The 
five-mile walk will begin at the Masonic Temple, 1534 Linden Street, Allentown, at 10:15 am. 
Registration will be open from 9:00 to 10:15. Organize a team and make a difference in the lives 
of abused children throughout our region. Visit Diobethkids.org for brochures, team registration 
forms, sponsor forms and more information to make your parish campaign and our diocesan 
Walk-a-Thon a success. 
 
Jazz Vespers in Douglassville 
"The "Brass Roots Trio" (horn/tenor, trumpet/flugelhorn, and piano) will present an evening of 
Jazz Vespers on Sunday, March 18, at 4:00 pm to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. Jazz 
Vespers programs have moved audiences around the world. A cross between concert and service, 
these uplifting and inspirational programs combine jazz arrangements of hymns and spirituals 
sprinkled with a few classical and baroque works along with readings from scripture and poetry. 
The service is presented as part of the 17th Annual Berks County Jazz Fest. St. Gabriel’s is proud 
to participate in this wonderful gift to the parish and the community, and invites us for an 
afternoon of sacred music in this American musical style.  
 
Grateful to the Women of Nativity 
[From Monica Lewellis] I think it's important for everyone to know about the generosity of spirit 
shown by these women this past weekend at the retreat sponsored by the Cathedral and the 
Women of Nativity. This year they opened their retreat to all women in the diocese. It surpassed 
all my expectations. The retreat facility with its fascinating history was perfect. Barbara Crafton 
and Deacon J. offered just what I needed with grace and style. Thanks again, Janet and Anne, and 
all who planned this wonderful, refreshing weekend. Your generosity will not be forgotten. 
  
epiScope
For news and information about the Episcopal Church. Don’t miss it.  
 
A lecture by the Primate of Wales 
I highly recommend a lecture by Archbishop Barry Morgan of Wales, Scripture and Sexuality – 
our commitment to listening and learning. You can read it here. Jim Naughton, on his Daily 
Episcopalian blog, says Archbishop Morgan “makes the case for the Episcopal Church better than 
we have made it ourselves.” 
 
Back issues 
Find a few earlier editions of newSpin: 070302, 070219, 070218, and 070208. 
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[newSpin, published three to six times monthly, is intended especially clergy, elected or appointed members 
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responsibility for a specific ministry in a congregation. Any interested parishioner may be added to the list. 
Send your email address to blewellis@diobeth.org. Thanks.] 
 
Bill Lewellis, Communication Minister/Editor (1986), Canon Theologian (1998)  
Diocese of Bethlehem, 333 Wyandotte St., Bethlehem, PA 18015  www.diobeth.org  
(Cell) 610-216-2726 (W)610-691-5655 x229 (H)610-820-7673  blewellis@diobeth.org  
Be attentive. Be intelligent. Be reasonable. Be responsible. 
Be in Love. And, if necessary, change. --Bernard Lonergan 
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