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On January 4, Archdeacon Howard Stringfellow, 
Mr. Charles Barebo, chair of the feasibility study for 
the capital campaign, Dr. Randall Fegley, Mrs. Connie 
Fegley, and Mrs. Jo Trepagnier from our diocesan 
World Mission committee will depart on the grueling, 
two-day journey that will take them to the tiny Diocese 
of Kajo Keji on the Sudanese/Ugandan border. 

We will spend six days in 
meetings with representa-
tives of the Diocese of Kajo 
Keji, the Mothers’ Union, 
an orphanage, some of the 
seven schools our diocese is 
supporting, and the Canon 
Beniah Poggo Memorial 
College. We will also travel 
to as many parts of the 
Diocese of Kajo Keji as 
possible, immersing ourselves 
in the life of that diocese. We 
will meet together, plan 
together, pray together, 
and worship together. 
In the year 2000, when the Diocese of Bethlehem made 

its first tentative overtures to the Diocese of Kajo Keji 
in southern Sudan, who would have thought that in 
January, 2007, our diocese would have entered the 
feasibility study phase of a major capital campaign that 
would benefit the people of Kajo Keji and would send 
another mission team to Africa?  Never underestimate 
the power of the Holy Spirit! 

What began at the close of the last century from a 
fledgling World Mission committee and one African 
seminary student from Virginia Theological Seminary 
(The Rev. Michael Kiju Paul) has indeed blossomed into 
a truly miraculous venture. 

Our companion relationship between the Diocese of 
Bethlehem and the Diocese of Kajo Keji has been sup-
ported by hundreds upon hundreds of people from our 
diocese and nearly every one of our churches. This rela-
tionship was unanimously renewed at our October 2006 
Diocesan Convention. 

As Bishop Manasseh retires from his long and 
productive ministry, and the Diocese of Kajo Keji 
prepares for the election of another Bishop, it is 
important that representatives from the Diocese of 
Bethlehem visit personally. It is vital that our team 
be able to assess conditions in Kajo Keji as they 
are now and listen to our brothers and sisters as 
they plan for future ministry and how we can be 
involved. 

Pray for the safe travel of our team. Pray for produc-
tive time together. And mostly pray for our brothers and 
sisters so far away as they cope with rebuilding their 
church after decades of war. 
A parishioner at Christ Church, Reading, Mrs. Connie Fegley 
is chair of the diocesan World Mission committee. 

Five will make mission trip to Kajo Keji in January 
By Connie Fegley conniefegley@yahoo.com 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH KAJO KEJI 

By Jo Trepagnier jo.trepagnier@gmail.com 

The Diocese of Bethlehem is entering its 
seventh year in a companion relationship 
with the Diocese of Kajo Keji. 

It’s kind of a friendship or sisterhood 
but it actually has very formal guidelines 
with three overarching goals. 

The relationship includes mutual 
encouragement and prayer. We exchange 
a formal list each year of communities, 
parishes and clergy and ask each diocese to 
include these names in weekly prayer. 

Special prayers requests are also shared 
(medical, natural, local events and in 
Thanksgiving (ordinations for example). 
So as we pray for communities in Kajo 
Keji, they are praying for us. 

As the relationship grows, an intense 
knowledge and concern for one another grows 
as well. The dioceses exchange current 
happenings through newsletters, annual 
reports, convention documents and personal 
correspondence. (With limited technology 
and postal services in Kajo Keji this is 
somewhat one sided). New relationships 
develop (for example between the 

Mother’s Union and the Episcopal Church 
Women). Educational opportunities are 
sought to learn about each others cultures 
(Adult forums, for example) 

Resources, both spiritual and material, 
are exchanged. Each diocese sends and re-
ceives visitors of clergy and lay people to 
spread the gospel and further encourage 
our friendships. 

The Diocese of Bethlehem financially 
supports the Diocese of Kajo Keji toward 
the growth of the church, the health of the 
community, the support of the Bible College 
and the total return of the church to Kajo Keji. 
The Diocese of Bethlehem advocates for Kajo 
Keji and the Sudan in the peace process with 
the Episcopal Church, the United States and 
the United Nations. 

In our post 9/11 world and because of 
the relationship between the United States 
and Sudan, it has been impossible to bring 
clergy here from Kajo Keji. We look 
forward to the next visit of clergy from 
Kajo Keji to our Diocese and pray that 
that visit will be soon. 

*Our diocesan blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 

“Partnerships in developing countries, often through Anglican 
churches, are essential and intrinsic elements of addressing 
most of the Millennium Development Goals.” 

–Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori 

You are invited to join in the effort to bring new hope from 
Bethlehem to Sudanese Christians. Begin by reading the 
New Hope brochure that may be downloaded from the October 
archives of our diocesan blog.* 

What is a companion relationship? 

Each Sunday we hear the name of this 
county or town or Diocese. Yes, it is all 
three. Probably said differently in each 
church, by each intercessor. Do you get an 
image in your head when this word is said? 
I don’t! 

If you said the jungle of the Yucatan or 
a village of Provence or the mountains 
towns of New Zealand I can quickly and 
closely visualize what that looks like. But 
even after years on the World Mission 
committee and hours of discussions I just 
can’t get it. There are fragments that are 
said, that won’t soak in. Maybe conflict-
ing ideas have trouble in my black and 
white brain. Scorched earth-fertile soil. 
Happy people-hungry people. Two hour 

What do you want to know about Kajo Keji? 
services in the 102 degree sun. (And we 
complain when the air conditioning 
doesn’t go on in June) No roads, no post 
offices, no currency. Peace –Darfur. 

What do you want to know about Kajo 
Keji? After mid January, there will be more 
people in our diocesan community to answer 
your questions? Give us a call, let us visit 
your church, let us answer your questions: 
Charlie Barebo, St. Anne’s Trexlertown, 
Connie & Randall Fegley, Christ Church, 
Reading, The Ven. Howard Stringfellow, 
Archdeacon, Jo Trepagnier, Nativity Cathedral. 
A parishioner at the Cathedral Church of the 
Nativity, Bethlehem, Jo Trepagnier is a member 
of the diocesan World Mission committee and 
serves as administrator at the Church of the 
Mediator, Allentown. 

Jo Trepagnier 

Connie Fegley 

Randall Fegley 

Howard Stringfellow 

Charles Barebo 
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The very essence of life, water has come to the front 
page of the news in places as diverse as California, 
Uzbekistan and England. Though it receives more rain 
than most of Sudan, Kajo Keji is no exception. In 
normal years, rains start in late March, continue to 
early June, when there is a short dry spell, before 

resuming through to November. Though most areas 
are suitable for commercial agriculture, subsistence 
farming dominates. Run-off and erosion are fairly high 
and water storage facilities are minimal. The rains 
alone determine whether the county’s two cropping 
seasons (April to May and July to September) see 
success or failure. 

The availability of clean water is also an issue pro-
foundly affecting human well-being in a broader sense. 

UNICEF data indicate that Kajo Keji County has a 
total of 98 bore holes and 57 hand dug wells. More 
wells are needed to assure a safe supply and reduce 
the already heavy burden on women, whose many tasks 
include fetching water often from great distances. 

The UN High Commission for Refugees and 
several aid agencies are drilling wells. However, 
much remains to be done. The situation is particularly 

News from Kajo Keji by Randall Fegley 
rafegley@yahoo.com 

Drilling wells for cool, clear water 

God bless Africa: Guide her leaders. 
Guard her people. Give her peace. 

serious in areas where refugees have returned. 
Ugandan media reports in April 2005 described wa-
ter shortages in Kajo Keji County in which over 
15,000 returnees were sharing fewer than 25 bore 
holes. Imagine 600 of us sharing a bathroom, let 
alone a tap. 

Our faith, and quite a few others, recognize water 
as a medium of purification, initiation, transformation 
and vitality. Paradoxically, water has come to the fore-
front of world concern, conjuring up other, negative, 
spiritual dimensions also noted by various faiths; 
destruction and chaos. Through the rest of this century, 
water could replace oil, gold, spices and all the other 
resources which have spawned human conflict. 

Here in the Diocese of Bethlehem we are blessed 
with abundant water resources. Our companion rela-
tionship has been valuable in linking us to this and 
other global issues which we could easily ignore. 

Professor of history and political science at Penn State’s 
Berks Campus and a member of our World Mission committee, 
Dr. Randall Fegley is one of five diocesan representatives 
who will visit  Kajo Keji in January. Dr. Fegley has been a 
leader in our diocesan initiative with the people of our 
partnership diocese of Kajo Keji in the Episcopal Church of 
the Sudan. Women at the well 

A typical village well in Kajo Keji County 

NEWS WITH SPIN 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH KAJO KEJI 

*Our diocesan blog: www.diobeth.typepad.com/diobeth_newspin 

A change in the order of the 
Ordination Process 
“In the never-ending quest to make straight 
and smooth that which seems to defy such 
efforts,” Bishop Paul wrote, December 4, our 
diocesan Internet list, “and particularly to 
avoid people experiencing disappointment 
down the road, there are some changes in the 
order, but not content, in the process. 

“After input from Canon Teter and some 
Commission on Ministry members, and several 
months’ discussion with a number of you, I am 
adjusting the ‘front end’ of the pre-postulancy 
part of the ordination process, the part about 
what needs to happen before one can have the 
official first meeting with the bishop to launch 
the formal process. (This is the part before the 
COM’s responsibilities kick in.) 

“Before an initial visit to the bishop, there 
should be in the bishop’s possession: (1) a letter 
from the applicant’s parish priest stating why 
s/he supports this person in the process; if there 
is no priest in the parish, a priest who knows 
the person well should write; (2) the completed 
application form (and spiritual autobiography) 
for the diaconate or priesthood; (3) the results 
of the background check (there is a fee). 

“If after an initial meeting, the bishop 
wanted to move ahead, there would be the 
psychological exam (we sill split the fee with 
the applicant, and there may also need to be 
another, briefer, exam nearer to ordination.) 

“After the psychological results are in, a 
second meeting with the bishop would take 
place, after which a decision will be made 
about further exploration. 

“Then would follow the normal 
discernment and other meetings under the 
direction of the Commission on Ministry and 
the Standing Committee. 

“I hope that by doing things in this order, 
those issues which have sometimes come 
as surprises will be taken care of 
beforehand, and that the rest of the process 
may focus on formation and discernment.” 
Bishop’s School 
The Spring 2007 Semester of Bishop’s 
School will be held at St. Peter’s, Hazleton 
from 10 to 3:00 on February 3, 10, 17 and 
24; March 10, 17 and 24; April 14 and 21; 
May 5. The morning class on Planning and 
leading Worship will be taught by Father 
Patrick Malloy, rector of Grace Church, 
Allentown. The afternoon class on Pastoral 
Care will be taught by Canon Ginny Rex Day, 
rector of Trinity Church, Mt. Pocono. 

Because the focus of Bishop’s School is 
to prepare vocational deacons and locally 
licensed priests, the curriculum is designed 
to meet the canonical requirements for those 
ministries. 

The program extends over four years. Vo-
cational deacons will be ordained after three 
years and spend year four doing indepen-
dent study and/or working on areas of weak-
ness or special interest. The fourth year will 
be used to continue to prepare candidates to 
be locally licensed priests. They, too, may 
be ordained to the diaconate after the third 
year and continue their education for year four. 

The curriculum is designed so that people 
can enter at the beginning of any semester 
and continue through the four-year program. 
The expectation for those in the ordination 
process is that there will be no more than 
one absence in order to be credited for any 
given course. 

Although the focus is on those preparing 
for ordination, anyone is welcome to regis-

ter and attend. A $75 fee per course is pay-
able with registration. 

A list of required and recommended texts 
will be available on our diocesan blog.* 

To register please email Linda Shifter at 
lshifter@diobeth.org (or mail to Diocesan 
House, 333 Wyandotte St. Bethlehem, PA 
18015) the following information: Name, 
address, phone number and email address. 
We need to be able to reach you in case of 
inclement weather or other schedule changes. 
Checks should be written to: The Diocese 
of Bethlehem, marked for Bishop’s School. 
If you have questions, please contact Canon 
Jane Teter, jteter@diobeth.org or call 800- 
358-5655 x 228. 
Regional Evangelism Workshops 
[From Father Andy Gens, chair, diocesan 
Evangelism Commission] The dates for the 
2007 Regional Evangelism Workshops are 
April 21 and 28, May 5 and 12, all 
Saturdays, 9:30 to 2:00. Places TBA, in 
north, central and southern parts of the 
diocese. All workshops will include lunch 
and noonday prayers. Registration will take 
place during Epiphany and Lent. 

All congregations that took part in the first 
round are asked to send their teams of at 
least two people to the second round of 
training to share the two projects they 
worked on since the first workshop. If a 
congregation did not take part in the first 
round, it is not too late. The first round is 
not a prerequisite for the next round. Our 
goal is to have every congregation in the 
diocese take part in a regional evangelism 
workshop and do practical projects in 
evangelism all over northeast Pennsylvania. 
We are also interested in having 

congregations learn from each other’s 
experience no matter how simple or complex 
their particular program might be. 

During the 2005 Diocesan Convention, 
every congregation was directed to identify 
at least two lay people in their parish who 
are interested in or gifted in hospitality, 
welcome, or in sharing their story of Christ 
in their lives to take part in these workshops. 
Each person was asked to go back to their 
congregations and assist their vestries, lay 
leadership and clergy to undertake two 
evangelism projects in the next year. The 2007 
Regional Evangelism Workshops are built 
around hospitality, based on the book Fireweed 
Evangelism by the Rev. Canon Elizabeth Geitz. 
Daughters of the King 
The Daughters of the King will have their 
annual Lenten Retreat at Mary Immaculate 
Center, Northampton, March 9-11. The cost 
of the weekend is $140. All women are 
welcome to participate. The theme is “I stand 
at the door and knock.” [Rev. 3:20] Please 
call Joan De Acetis, 570 325-2204, for 
more information. 
Almost Holy Water 
In Milford, at Good Shepherd and St. John 
the Evangelist, the fund raising committee 
for the Pipe Organ is marketing bottled 
water with their own label, Almost Holy 
Water. The name came from a humorous 
remark by Richard Vernon who had been 
the head of the Pipe Organ committee. He 
died suddenly on December 2. Vernon, 53, 
was a bass soloist with the Metropolitan 
Opera in NYC. He and his wife Janine, 
were longtime parishioners at Good Shep-
herd and St. John. 


